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• A continental coalition of CSOs in the African 
continent  

• Founded through a process spearheaded by New 
Partnership for Africa (NEPAD) and civil society in 
Africa 

• Brings together around 1000 organisations from 
diverse backgrounds across Africa 

 

INTRODUCTION (PACJA) 

 



• Membership derived from NGOs, Foundations, 
Trusts, CBOs, farmers groups, faith-based 
networks, national coalitions and regional sectoral 
networks from 45 countries in Africa.  

• Aims to unify isolated civil society efforts on 
climate change advocacy and coordination in 
Africa 

• Advocates for mainstreaming of climate change 
into national development policies and strategies. 

• Advocates for pro-poor and people-centred 
responses to climate change  

 

INTRODUCTION (PACJA) 

 



• Rather than look at journalists as mere reporters, we 
think journalists and media should partners in policy 
processes 

• We have a robust strategy to ensure promote media 

• Organized interface workshops for media, climate experts  

 Supported establishment of PAMACC 

 Launched incentive scheme for journalists – ACCER 

Awards 

 Discussing with partners on how to enhance capacity by 

strengthening a fellowship for journalists beyond short-

term and one-off workshops 

 

 

 

PACJA AND MEDIA 

 



INDICATORS OF CLIMATE CHANGE 

SHIFTING SEASONS 



INDICATORS 

Increased droughts 



INDICATORS 

FLOODS, 

TORRENTIAL 

RAINFALL 



INDICATORS 

• Vanishing glaciers on Mt. Kenya & 
Mt. Kilimanjaro 

 
• Disappearing rivers 

 
• Increased disease occurrences in 

areas they didn’t exist 



• 5th IPCC Assessment Report: Climate 

change is happening – global warming is 

taking place at an alarming rate 

• Anthropogenic - It is essentially man-made 

• It is affecting people – particularly in 

developing countries 

• It is a global emergency requiring urgent 

action.  If we act now, we can make a 

difference 

THE CRISIS OF OUR TIMES 



 

• Poverty & inequality: it is disproportionately 
affecting poor people and poor countries 

 

• Development: we need sustainable 
development & secure livelihoods of the poor 

 

• Justice and new frontier of struggle: crisis 
has been caused by rich nations and rich 
people but the poor suffering from actions 

WHY GLOBAL ATTENTION ON CC? 



• 2 billion people without access to clean cooking fuels 

• More than 1.5 billion people without electricity 

• More than 1 billion have poor access to fresh water 

• About 800 million people chronically undernourished  

• 2 million children die per year from diarrhea 

• 30,000 deaths each day from preventable diseases 

• Most of these are found in Sub-Saharan Africa 

CLIMATE CHANGE HAS EXACERBATED 
THE PROBLEM 



CLIMATE CHANGE & FOOD SECURITY 

• Agriculture is the mainstay of Africa’s economy, 
accounting for almost 80% of GDP. 

• Farming entirely depends on the quality of rainy 
season 

• Increased extremes of climate change will worsen 
food security in Africa 

• Already the continent is experiencing major deficits 
in food security (Is this as a result of climate 
change?)  



Projected impacts of CC on 
Agricultural production & food 

security in Africa 
• According to IPCC-AR4: 

• Extreme wind and turbulence could decrease fisheries 
productivity by 50-60% 

 

• Turbulence will likely bring about a 10% decline in 
productivity on the spawning ground and an increase of 
3% on the main feeding grounds. 

 

• Increased precipitation of 14% would likely reduce small 
farm livestock income by 10% (-US$ 0.6 billion). 

 

• The same reduction in precipitation would likely reduce 
large farm livestock income by about 9% (-US$5 billion). 

 



Ctd. SEA LEVEL IMPACTS ON 

AGRICULTURAL ECONOMY 
 

• Coastal agriculture (e.g. plantations of palm oil and 
coconuts in Benin and Côte d’Ivoire, shallots in Ghana) 
could be at risk of inundation and soil salinisation.  

 

• In Cameroon, with an 11% decrease in rainfall, the salt 
water could extend up to about 70 km upstream.  

 

• Decrease in rainfall and increase in sea level will 
contribute to the saline front of the River Gambia 
extending about 37 kilometres upstream leading to the 
secondary effects of reduced area of arable land and 
decreased agricultural productivity. 

 



Ctd. SEA LEVEL IMPACTS ON 

AGRICULTURAL ECONOMY 
 

• In Kenya, losses for three crops (mangoes, cashew 
nuts and coconuts) could cost almost US$500 
million for a 1 m sea-level rise.  

• In Guinea, between 130 and 235 km2 of rice fields 
(17% and 30% of the existing rice field area) could 
be lost as a result of permanent flooding, 
depending on the inundation level 

 



WHAT THIS MEANS TO AFRICAN 

ECONOMIES BY 2025 

• Decreased agricultural output caused by global warming 
projected to have devastating impact on African countries.  

• Africa will suffer harmful effects, particularly water 
scarcity and loss of agricultural production.  

• Agricultural production islikely to become more 
pronounced over time with declines disproportionately 
concentrated in in Sub-Saharan Africa.  

• Agricultural losses are expected to mount with substantial 
impacts forecast by most economists 

• Since many of the citizens live close to subsistence levels, 
decreased agricultural output will be devastating as 
agriculture accounts for a large share of African economies 



WHAT THIS MEANS TO 

AFRICAN ECONOMIES 

• Africa should develop adequate coping 

strategies to adapt to current and future climate 

variability  

• A range of factors including wealth, technology, 

education, information, skills, infrastructure, 

access to resources, and various psychological 

factors and management capabilities 

determine the adaptive capacity of a nation or 

continent. 

• Africa is very poor in most of these factors 



AGRICULTURE AND FUTURE 

POST-2020 CLIMATE REGIME 

• Agriculture is prominent in the ongoing 

negotiations on New Climate Change 

Agreement  

• Agreement on agriculture should prioritise 

adaptation rather than mitigation 

• However industrialised countries are interested 

in mitigation which offer investment 

opportunities 

• We should enhance policies that improve 

household welfare as well as access to credit  

• We should protect, conserve and rehabilitate 

water catchment areas and river basins 

 

 



AFRICAN CIVIL SOCIETY 

PERSPECTIVES 
 

•  Any climate change agreement should be 
responsive to African realities and aspirations 

 

• It should be reflective of African Position – 
arguably the most progressive in UNFCCC 

 

• It should consider the vulnerability of the poor – 
women, youth, PLWDs, Ips, Pastoralists 

 

• It should be fair, equitable and ecologically just 

 

 

 

 



AFRICAN CIVIL SOCIETY 

DEMANDS 
 

1.Immediate and deep emission cuts and 

changes to the development pathway 
 Developed countries must increase their 2020 pledges to 40-

50% below 1990 levels. 

 The increase in these pledges is an equally important legal 

outcome of the Durban Platform Negotiations. 

 Finance to support the just transition in the South, for example 

through a globally funded feed in tariff, must be drastically and 

rapidly scaled up. 

 They must begin the global transformation of the energy sector, 

leading to a ban of new fossil fuel projects, of subsidies to fossil 

fuel producer corporations, and the investment in community 

controlled renewable energy for all. 

 

 



AFRICAN CIVIL SOCIETY 

DEMANDS 
 

2. Climate finance and technology transfer 

commitments must be honoured. 

 
 Climate finance commitments from developed 

countries must be scaled up to meet the need. 

 Attempts to count private finance toward finance 

obligations must be rejected. 

 Finance must be balanced between mitigation and 

adaptation activities. 

 
 

 



AFRICAN CIVIL SOCIETY 

DEMANDS 

•3. Long-term negotiations must set a global 

emissions budget and share it fairly 
 The post-2020 negotiations must work toward agreeing a 

global emissions budget that gives humanity a reasonable 

chance of limiting warming well below 1.5C (i.e. less than 

605Gt CO2 more emissions) 

 They must negotiate immediately how to share this 

budget fairly based on each country's historical 

responsibility and capacities. 

 They must include strict compliance measures to ensure 

developed countries do not renege on their commitments. 

 They must exclude failed carbon trading offsetting 

mechanisms, which are inconsistent with a strict 

emissions budget. 

 
 

 



AFRICAN CIVIL SOCIETY 

DEMANDS 

•4.  Addressing the needs of impacted people 

 A loss and damage mechanism launched in 

Warsaw should support vulnerable 

communities manage new risks from an 

already changed climate. 

 The mechanism should facilitate the access to 

resources and support from developed 

countries, as reparations for the harms from 

climate impacts exacerbated by their historical 

emissions.  
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