
CHINA 

“The government wants us to 

shut up” 
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There is rising discontent among Indonesian migrant workers in Hong Kong after 
the Erwiana scandal 

Sally Tang, Socialist Action (CWI in Hong Kong) 

“I have two kids and two parents to feed. I must send money home to them; if I don’t feed them, who will? I must 
carry on.” Nisa, in Hong Kong since 2008, explained why hundreds of thousands of Indonesian women come to 
Hong Kong, Singapore and other cities to work as domestic workers. Nisa’s first job was not a good experience. 

She suffered verbal and sometimes physical abuse from her employer. The reason she decided to endure this 
nightmare and finish her two-year contract is because of the excessive agency fees. “I had to finish my contract 

even if I’m abused by my boss. If I change job, the agency will charge me again, a new fee, which takes up another 
seven months of my salary.” 

http://chinaworker.info/en/2014/01/29/5697/ 
 

“Free Wu Guijun” – protests in 13 cities around the world  

Support grows in campaign for release of imprisoned workers’ representative chinaworker.info and CWI 
reporters It is now five months since Wu Guijun, a migrant worker employed at the Diweixin Product Factory in 
Shenzhen, was taken into detention by police. Wu had been elected by his workmates during a month-long strike 

against […] 

http://chinaworker.info/en/2013/10/26/4819/ 
 

INDIA 

Candle vigil and protest in solidarity of death of 

Arunachal Student in Delhi 
03 Feb  

TCN News, 2 Feb 2014, New Delhi: Civil society groups such as Khudai Khidmatgar, NAPM, Asha Parivar 

and SSSC (Save Sharmila Solidarity Campaign) organised a protest gathering in support of North Eastern people 

near Rajghat. 

Son of an Arunachal MLA was killed in Lajpatnagar, in what has been termed as racial attack. 

http://www.napm-india.org/blogs/candle-vigil-and-protest-solidarity-death-arunachal-student-delhi 

 



 

 

Social activists like Magasasay Awardee Prof Sandeep Pandey, Peace Activist Faisal Khan from NAPM, Feminist 

Activist Kathijah, Sunita Jain, Inamul Hasan, Mohd Faizan, Muneshwar Sharma from Khudai khidmatgar and 

others participated in the protest. 

“It is impossible to see in isolation the latest beating that resulted in the death of a young boy from North East 

who was studying in North India and was on a visit to Delhi. It not only reminds one of the exodus of the north 

east people from the South some time back, but also brings to mind all other major manifestations of violent 

discrimination each of which hogged the national headlines for some time. However we note with dismay that no 

meaningful steps, whether short- or long- term, were taken to stop recurrence of such abominable incidents. 

Rather, the intolerance and barbarity appear to be on the rise in our society,” said a joint statement. 

http://www.napm-india.org/blogs/candle-vigil-and-protest-solidarity-death-arunachal-
student-delhi 
 

Alfa Laval Workers’ Strike  
 
Workers from Swedish company Alfa Laval India Pvt Ltd. situated at Kasarwadi, 
Pune are on a strike for the last three months (from September) with their main 
demand to make them permanent. Alfa Laval is involved in the production of heat 
exchangers. 
More than 400 workers are on strike. Of them, 80% are working in the company 
from last 10 to 15 years. Remaining have completed at least 4 to 5 years. Many of 
them are treated as trainees since their joining till date, with a payment roughly 
between Rs. 8000 to 10,000, which is hardly sufficient to make ends meet. The 
company did not make most of the workers permanent, when it should have after 
240 days of joining, violating the labour laws of the land. Most of them were in 
fact hired as sweepers and cleaners on paper, when in fact they are actually 
involved in production and are trained workers with diplomas (ITI). The company 
currently has only 60 permanent workers and another 250 semi-permanent workers 
(who are yet to show solidarity with their striking compatriots and are affiliated to 
different unions). 
http://socialism.in/index.php/alfa-laval-workers-strike/ 
 

POSCO: Gov’t may Accept but People Reject  
February 10, 2014 



Since the day in January of this year, 
Veerappa Moily clearly acting as the agent of Corporate Capitalism, gave 
environment clearance to South Korea’s Pohang Steel Company to go ahead with 
the most controversial FDI project involving 56,000 Crores, there has been a 
drastic turn of events in the struggle against POSCO in Odisha 

Anti-POSCO struggle is a 8 years saga of a valiant peoples movement against the 
MNC POSCO. The people of Dhinkia, Jagatsinghpur and other villages fought a do or 
die battle against the loot and plunder that the State and Central Governments 
foisted on them with utter disregard to their pleas. 

http://socialism.in/index.php/posco-govt-may-accept-but-people-reject/ 

Defeat POSCO Project  
In yet another act of going against the popular and democratic wishes of the local 
people, the UPA government led by Congress party is on a “death speed” spree to 
clear the investment proposals to appease its rich International and National 
money bags!! 
South Korean giant POSCO was hurriedly given environmental clearance to build a 
mega 12 Million Tonnes per annum steel plant displacing more than 22,000 people 
from their land, comprising of over 4,004 acres in Odisha. 
http://socialism.in/index.php/defeat-posco-project/ 
 

Protest Reception for Mr. Abe, Prime Minister of Japan  
January 26, 2014 

It was indeed a very spirited protest 
event, in which the message against the India-Japan Nuclear Deal was loud and 
clear, Around 150 protesters predominantly young and women participated in the 



‘Protest Welcome to Mr Abe’ and shouted slogans against India-Japan Nuclear Deal 
which is in the offing. 
 
Students from St. Aloysius Degree College, Trainees from Indian Social Institute, 
United Theological College (UTC), members from the LGBTQ community, left and 
progressive individuals were among the participants at the protest event at Town 
Hall on 25th January ’14, which was organised under the banner of Peoples’ 
Solidarity Concerns-Bangalore. 

http://socialism.in/index.php/protest-reception-for-mr-abe-prime-minister-of-
japan/ 

RUSSIA 

http://socialistworld.ru/materialy/organizacziya/dejstviya/ekaterinburg:-
protest-protiv-konczlagerej 

http://socialistworld.ru/materialy/organizacziya/dejstviya/mediki-obsudili-
taktiku 

http://socialistworld.ru/materialy/organizacziya/dejstviya/klassovyij-
antifashizm 

40 Narmada Adivasi Oustees in Jail since 4 days  

Demand Unconditional Release : Announce intense struggle  

  

Hundreds storm offices of Collector and SP, Alirajpur  

  

Condemn Illegal Eviction from 2.5 year old Jobat Zameen Hak Satyagraha  

  

8th January: Hundreds of adivasis and farmers, representing a large number of oustees affected 

by the Sardar Sarovar and Jobat Dam Projects in the Alirajpur District of Madhya Pradesh, stormed 

the office of the Collector, Mr. N.P. Deheria yesterday and engaged in a day-long protest, 

demanding the immediate and unconditional release of about 40 adivasis, including 6 women, who 

were arrested on 5th January in a completely illegal manner from the site of the Zameen Haq 

Satyagraha at Jobat. 



The protestors were stopped at the gates of the Collectorate by a large contingent of armed police 

brought in from Alirajpur, Badwani, Dhar and Thandla, while the women, men, elderly and youth, 

tried to barge inside for a dialogue with the Collector. The women, who had come along with little 

children demanded that their family members must be immediately released otherwise, they would 

sit on an indefinite protest at the Collectorate. 

The Collector, came down thrice and heard the issues raised by the oustees from behind 

the gates, but could not given concrete and correct answers. After many hours of 

intense action and heated discussions with the Collector, SP, Addl SP and the 

Rehabilitation Officer, NVDA, it was assured that the process of offering land to the 

Jobat-dam oustees would begin within 3 days and process of showing land to the SSP 

oustees would begin within 10 days. 

http://www.napm-india.org/content/40-narmada-adivasi-oustees-jail-4-days-
demand-unconditional-release-announce-intense-struggl 

 

BRAZIL 

Os ventos de junho chegam ao interior do Rio Grande do Norte 

    Currais Novos, importante cidade do interior do RN, localizada na região central do 
Estado, vivenciou na quinta-feira (30/01) um protesto contra o abuso cometido pela Polícia 
Rodoviária Federal, ao multar motoristas de carro e de moto (cerca de 50, segundo 
informações) que deixaram seus veículos estacionados na Avenida Dr. Sílvio Bezerra de 
Melo (trecho urbano da BR-226). A PRF alegou que, de acordo com a lei, não é permitido 
estacionar no acostamento de rodovias federais e, portanto, os motoristas currais-novenses 
estariam violando tal legislação. 

http://www.lsr-cit.org/nacional/25-nacional/1136-os-ventos-de-junho-chegam-
ao-interior-do-rio-grande-do-norte 

 

Contra o racismo, o preconceito e a discriminação e em defesa da população pobre e 
negra da periferia 

 

Manifesto divulgado pelo MTST - Movimento dos Trabalhadores Sem Teto no dia 16 de 
Janeiro de 2014, antes do ato "Rolezão Popular contra o preconceito". 

 



     Nós, trabalhadores, sem-tetos, mulheres, jovens, pobres e negros moradores da 
periferia da Grande São Paulo, estamos reunidos hoje aqui em frente ao shopping 
center Campo Limpo/Jardim Sul, em protesto contra a discriminação e a violência 
despendida por este e por outros shoppings de São Paulo aos jovens, pobres e negros da 
periferia de São Paulo. 

 

     Muitos de nós já nos sentimos diariamente discriminados por essa sociedade que não 
nos permite acessar os meios de consumo básicos para uma vida digna. Assim como nos 
relegam o acesso aos serviços públicos de qualidade como saúde, educação, moradia, 
saneamento básico e transporte, que se encontram a cada dia mais precários e 
decadentes. 

 

     Agora nos discriminam impedindo nosso acesso aos centros comerciais, 
estigmatizando a juventude por sua aparência, por sua cor e pela roupa que usa. Tudo 
isso utilizando-se da violência por parte dos seguranças e da policial militar. 

 

     Não podemos aceitar que, passados mais de um século do fim da escravidão e de 
décadas do fim da ditadura militar, o povo pobre da periferia continue sendo obrigado 
a conviver com a discriminação e com a violência. 

 

 

Manifesto released by MTST - Homeless Workers Movement on January 16, 2014 , 
before the act " Popular Rolezão against prejudice ." 
 
     We, the workers , the homeless , women , young , poor and black residents of the 
periphery of São Paulo , we are gathered here today in front of the mall Field Clean / 
South Garden , in protest against discrimination and violence expended by this and 
other malls of St. Paul to the young , poor and black in the outskirts of Sao Paulo . 
 
     Many of us have felt discriminated against on a daily basis by this society that 
does not allow us access to the basic means of consumption for a dignified life . As 
relegate us access to quality public services such as health , education, housing , 
sanitation and transport, which are every day more precarious and declining . 
 
     Now discriminate in preventing our access to shopping centers , stigmatizing 
youth by their appearance , by its color and the clothes she wears. All this using the 
violence by security guards and military police . 
 
     We can not accept that , after more than a century of the end of slavery and the 
end of decades of military dictatorship , the poor people of the periphery remains 
obliged to live with discrimination and violence . 



http://www.lsr-cit.org/movimentos/46-movimentos/1132-manifesto-contra-o-racismo-o-preconceito-e-
a-discriminacao-e-em-defesa-da-populacao-pobre-e-negra-da-periferia 

 

 

Nude protest against Brazil secret vote 
September 18 2013 at 09:03pm  
By SAPA  

Comment on this story  

 

 

AP 

Demonstrators from the Avaaz organization wear signs covered with slogans against secret 
voting outside Congress in Brasilia, Brazil. The posters read in Portuguese "We don't have 
anything to hide," "Here I'm exposing myself," "Why does the Senate hide?," "Open voting 
now," and "And you Senator?" Protesters are asking for congressional voting be opened to 
the public. (AP Photo/Eraldo Peres) 

BRASïLIA - A small group of Brazilian youths got naked outside Congress Wednesday to 
demand an end to secret voting in the legislature.  

“Democracy is not conducted with secret votes, so we need an open vote,” said Michael 
Mohallem, one of the organizers of the protest by several dozen.  

“We have nothing to hide” or “I am here and I exposed myself” read some of the placards 
held by the protesters.  

In Brazil, it is not made public whether lawmakers have voted yes or no to a given bill.  

The nudity stunt came as the Senate's Constitution and Justice commission was to consider a 
bill on scrapping secret voting, particularly to remove lawmakers from office.  



The bill has already been approved by the House of Deputies.  

In a secret vote last month, the House of Deputies failed to secure the necessary votes to 
expel Natan Donadon, who began serving a 13-year jail term for corruption in June.  

This means that in effect Donadon, the first sitting congressman to be jailed in Brazil since 
the end of the military dictatorship in the mid-1980's, can continue legislating from his prison 
cell.  

“I think the public has the right to know how we, senators, the representatives of the people, 
vote,” said Senator Eduardo Suplicy, who joined the protesters.  

“I am in favor of the open vote,” he told the G1 news portal.  

Last June, Congress was one of the targets of the more than one million Brazilians who took 
to the streets nationwide to demand an end to endemic corruption 
 
Rio's Eight-Day Refuse Collection Strike 
Comes To End 
 strike by refuse collectors and street cleaners, which was timed to coincide with the Rio Carnival, lasted eight 
days before an agreement was reached on Sunday, March 9. The refuse workers are reported to have accepted 
a pay rise of 37%, after an earlier deal was rejected 
http://news.howzit.msn.com/news-in-pics/rios-eight-day-refuse-collection-strike-comes-to-
end-25 

 

NAPM Condemns arrest of Akhil Gogoi and other KMSS 
activists  

  

March 5, New Delhi  : The Krishak Mukti Sangram Samiti (KMSS) has been spearheading a vibrant 
peasant’s struggle in Assam raising issues of land grab, displacement and corruption. On 2nd March, 
2014, Akhil Gogoi, one of the leading figures of the KMSS, was picked up from his residence in early 
hours of the morning, on charges of inciting Sri Pranab Boro to self-immolation. Though the National 
Alliance of people’s Movements (NAPM), mourns the death of Sri Pranab Boro, it condemns the 
Government’s attempt to malign the name of the KMSS in this tragic loss of life. 

 It is worth noting that mainstream media has quoted Boro’s wife as having said that Akhil Gogoi, is 
innocent and not responsible for her husband’s death. It is clear that the Government angered at the 
KMSS’s protesting Congress Vice President Rahul Gandhi’s visit to Assam, has taken this drastic 
step to not only put down the land struggle but also crush the growing land rights struggle being 
spearheaded by the KMSS. 

 We the people’s movements from across the country s tand in solidarity with the KMSS and 
Akhil Gogoi in this difficult time and hope that th e land struggle and the KMSS will come out 
stronger after this test of their organisation. Thousands of supporters and activists of the KMSS 
have come out on the street in protest, we stand right with them in spirit and wish them strength. 



 We demand the Government of Assam to drop the false case against KMSS activists and to look 
deeply into the issues being raised by the KMSS, and for which Sri Pranab Boro laid down his life 
selflessly. 

 Medha Patkar (Narmada Bachao Andolan-NAPM), Arundhati Dhuru (NAPM-UP), Maj. 

Gen. Sudhir Vomatkere and Sister Celia (NAPM karnataka), Saraswati Kavula (Andhra 

Pradesh), Krishnakant, Anand Mazgaonkar (Paryavaran Suraksha samiti – NAPM 
Gujarat), Ashish Ranjan, Kamayani Swami (Jan Jagran Shakti Sangathan, Bihar), Prafulla 

Samantara (Lok Shakti Abhiyan), Dr. Sunilam (Kisan Sangharsh Samiti, MP), Sumit 

Wajale (Ghar bachao Ghar Banao Andolan, Mumbai), Prasad Bagwe (Ekvira Jamin Bachao 
Andolan, Maharashtra), Kailash Meena (NAPM Rajsthan), Bhupender Singh Rawat (Jan 

Sangharsh Vahini, Delhi), Vimal Bhai (Matu Jan Sangathan, Uttarakhand), Rajendra Ravi, 
Madhuresh Kumar, Seela M (NAPM Delhi). 

 =============================================== 

National Alliance of People’s Movements 
National Office : 6/6, Jangpura B, Mathura Road, New Delhi 110014 
Phone : 011 26241167 / 24354737 Mobile : 09818905316 
Web : www.napm-india.org 
Facebook : www.facebook.com/NAPMindia 
Twitter : @napmindia 
 
 

Brazil and Coercion: 
One Step Further Into the Criminalization of the Radical 

Left  

Sabrina Fernandes 

If 2013 put popular protests back into the historical map of Brazil, 2014 is certainly prone to 
be even more essential for asserting the lasting power of contestation by the radical Left. It 
was already a special year because of major elections for legislative and executive positions, 
including the presidential office, and due to the international attention expected during the 
FIFA World Cup. While the government would have liked to handle these in a business as 
usual manner, the disruptive power of protests and the revived opposition by the radical Left 
to the Right, as well as the Workers’ Party (PT) less than radical stance, have changed the 
State's management of society. In anticipation of the games and elections, social dissidence, 
particularly in urban spaces, has turned into a matter of national security. 
 
The anti-terrorism bill of 2013 (PL 499/2013) was being rushed through the Senate under the 
sponsorship of Senator Romero Jucá (from PMDB, PT's government ally), only to be delayed 
at the last minute when the government was pressured by the radical Left and civil society 
concerned that the bill would criminalize the wave of protests occurring since June. The rush, 
according to Senator Jorge Viana (PT), one of the bill's supporters, was due to the essential 
need of having an anti-terrorism law in Brazil in light of the sports mega-events of 2014 and 
2016. The death of videographer Santiago Andrade, killed by a rocket allegedly set off by 
two protesters on February 6th has also fuelled the debate on how the government and the 
police are to deal with the protests and demonstrations that have become part of the Brazilian 



routine since last year. Although Andrade is the first to die in a direct connection to 
protesters, his is not the only death associated with episodes of violence during the protests. 
Eleven other people died from causes ranging from tear gas to an alleged murder. The use of 
the one death that could conveniently justify the excessive and indiscriminate use of police 
force in the past to further empower it in the future with the pretext of fighting terrorism is, at 
minimum, suspicious. 

Continue reading 
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Snapshots of the situation at Maruti Suzuki Manesar after the riot on 18th of July 2012 and 
further reports from the automobile front-line in India and beyond - For an organisational 
leap forward. 
 
On 18th of July 2012, the struggle at Maruti Suzuki Manesar plant culminated in an attack by 
two, three thousand workers, both permanent and temporary, on the symbols of capital. Parts 
of the factory were burnt down, a hundred managers were hospitalised, one of them died. The 
representatives of capital and the political class were stunned by incomprehension: these 
workers had been given considerable concessions after the factory occupations in 2011, and 
to have a permanent job at Maruti Suzuki is, or was, considered a life-time achievement by 
most workers in the Delhi area and beyond. 
 
Why then this rage? 
 
We ask the same question, although from a perspective of appraisal and hope for widening 
unrest towards a social alternative. More than a year after the incident we are only able to 
give snapshots of the current situation at Maruti and in the wider sector. Rather than it being a 
mere documentation, we hope that it will become part of the debate for a collective 
organisational process. We therefore emphasise the importance of small steps, such as the 
international leaflet on the condition at the automobile supplier Sandhar and the international 
solidarity action for Alfa Laval workers in Pune, which you can find in this issue of 
GurgaonWorkersNews. 
 
List of (Dis-)Content: 
 
*** A balance-sheet of class struggle and class divisions in the global automobile industry: 
Translation of a recent article by the Wildcat collective from Germany. 
We think that this article provides a good analysis of the global context within which we can 
locate the unrest in and around the Maruti Suzuki plant in Manesar, India. 
 
*** Automobile crisis in India: A short current overview on the crisis in India in general and 
at Maruti Suzuki plant and its suppliers in concrete terms. 



The management's reaction to the workers' attack in 2011 and 2012 take place against the 
background of a slump in the automobile market and the general deepening of the crisis in 
India. 
 
*** Interpretation of a riot: Different perspectives on the 18th of July 2012. 
We briefly summarise the different political reactions in the aftermath of the riot and 
document a pamphlet on 'workers violence' by Mouvement Communiste, which relates to the 
events at Maruti Suzuki 
 
*** Defensive attacks by state and management: Summary of developments inside and 
outside the Maruti Suzuki plant after 18th of July 2012. 
We document changes introduced in the workforce composition, wage differential and 
production output inside the plant. The strategical changes inside the plant were accompanied 
by policing measures of the state apparatus e.g. by taking 150 Maruti Suzuki as political 
prisoners. We take a critical look at how state repression channelled the Maruti workers' 
movements after the 18th of July 2012. 
 
*** Hidden impact of the Maruti Suzuki struggle 
Two years later, workers at Napino Auto recall how the factory occupation and further 
struggle in their plant was influenced by the events at the nearby Maruti Suzuki plant. We 
encourage special attention towards this report because it demonstrates quite clearly the 
dynamic between workers' self-activity and subsequent institutionalisation. 
 
*** The impasses of trade union struggle: Recent local and regional examples from the 
automobile industry 
Struggles continued after the 18th of July 2012. We visited workers in struggle at Munjal 
Kiriu in Manesar, Autofit automobile suppliers in Gurgaon, Hyundai workers in Chennai and 
Alfa Laval workers in Pune. We encourage a critical reflection of these experiences and the 
current limitations set by the trade union form. 
 
*** Political conclusions: For an organisational leap forward 
We try to raise some questions concerning the relation between 'practical solidarity' and 
'productive criticism' of current struggles and the necessity for an international coordination 
of our efforts. One such effort is the regular meetings in Sewagram, India, which addresses 
comrades in the region. 
http://radicalnotes.com/2014/01/07/meeting-on-working-class-politics-january-18-19-2014-
sevagram/ 
 
*** Appendix I 
Two leaflets; a) addressing workers who are either locked-out or in an isolated strike and b) 
international leaflet from and for Sandhar Automotives Workers in English, Hindi, Tamil, 
Polish and Spanish 
 
*** Appendix II 
Automobile workers' reports from Delhi area, published and circulated in Faridabad Majdoor 
Samachar in 2012/2013. The reports demonstrate the vast network of the supply-chain and its 
internal segmentation. 
 
JCB, Escorts, Honda Motorcycles and Scooter, Honda Car (Factory construction worker), 
Maruti Suzuki (Factory construction worker), DS Buhin, Chassis Breaks International, Track 



Components, Satyam Auto, Amtek, Belsonica, G Tech, Auto Ignition, KR Rubberite, SW 
Bajaj Motors, AA Autotech, Super Auto, Vinas Corporation, Vinay Auto, Vimal Moulders, 
Clutch Auto, Kiran Udyog, Nita Krishna, SKH Metal, no-name workshop worker, 
Autodecker, Rico Auto, Satellite Forging, Super Auto, ASK Automotive. 
 
 
www.gurgaonworkersnews.wordpress.com 
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Maoist Insurgency Spreads to Over 40% of India. 

Mass Poverty and Delhi’s Embrace of Corporate 

Neoliberalism Fuels Social Uprising 
BY THE RED PHOENIX  ON DECEMBER 20, 2013 

By Asad Ismi 

On May 25, 2013, Maoist insurgents in the Indian state of Chattisgarh wiped out almost the 

entire leadership of the Congress Party in that state by killing 28 of its members in an 

ambush. The Congress Party forms the central government in India, but is in opposition in 

Chattisgarh, which is ruled by the Hindu supremacist and fascist Bharatiya Janata Party 

(BJP).  

This attack followed an even more devastating one by the Maoists in April 2010 in the same 

state, which killed 76 paramilitary troops. Sonia Gandhi, the Congress Party leader, was 

“aghast” at the Maoist assault on her party members, and Prime Minister Manmohan Singh 

has called the insurgents “the single biggest internal security challenge ever faced by our 

country.” 

The Maoist rebellion in India is 40 years old. It started in 1967 in the town of Naxalbari in 

West Bengal, because of which the guerrilla group is also known as Naxalites. The state 



suppressed the early Naxalites, but did not completely eliminate them.  New Delhi seems 

unable to deal with the Maoists’ latest incarnation, which was created in 2004 with the birth 

of the Communist Party of India (Maoist) that united two major Maoist factions.  

Since then, the insurgency has spread like wildfire over 40% of India’s land area, 

encompassing 20 of the country’s 28 states, including 223 districts (up from 55 in 2003) out 

of a total of 640. The seven most affected Indian states in terms of fatalities are Chattisgarh, 

Jharkhand, West Bengal, Maharashtra, Orissa, Bihar, and Andhra Pradesh, in that 

order.  These regions comprise the “Red Corridor.” About 10,000 people have been killed in 

the expanding civil war since 1980. The Maoists wield about 20,000 armed fighters and 

another 50,000 supporters. The Indian government complains that the insurgency has 

crippled economic activity in Central and Eastern India. 

 The long-term objective of the Maoists is the armed overthrow of the Indian state and the 

creation of a socialist-communist government. The Maoists term this a “democratic 

revolution, which would remain directed against imperialism, feudalism, and comprador 

bureaucratic capitalism.” The insurgents do not consider the Indian electoral system and 

governments to be democratic, but rather tools that benefit the landlord and capitalist classes.  

     The insurgency stems from the Indian government’s turn to neoliberal capitalism that 

began in 1991 and which has massively increased poverty and inequality in the country, 

especially to the detriment of farmers and Adivasis (Indigenous tribal Indians). At the same 

time, this economic strategy has enriched a small élite such as the Tata, Ambani, and Jindal 

families, which is why India is depicted by the Western mainstream press as an economic 

superpower, the poster child of globalization and successful capitalism.  

   Seven hundred and fifty million Indians, about 75% of the country’s population, live in 

poverty while the top 5% of Indian families hold 38% of total assets.  

  India has the third highest number of billionaires in the world, after the U.S. and China. 

According to the prominent Indian author and ecologist, Dr. Vandana Shiva, 

“Four of the top billionaires of the world are now Indian, and I work at the other end of 

how they became billionaires because I work with the communities whose land is 

grabbed, city dwellers whose water bills or electricity bills jumped to ten times more. 

These few billionaires that have emerged, we never had this scale of billionaires — 

they now control one-third of the Indian economy, which means someone else lost their 

part of the economy. The Tatas and the Ambanis are using armed might. I think 

everything that happened in Latin America and Central America with the creation of 

Contras, the arming of society, dividing of society, is being tried in India.” 

The Indian capitalist class, in league with Western multinational corporations and 

governments, is continuing the rapacious legacy of Western colonialism (the British ruled 

and exploited India for 200 years) by looting the country’s land and mineral resources to 

increase its wealth, while driving most of the population to destitution. As Dr. Shiva says, the 

Indian élite is using armed might to maximize its wealth, which is mainly the military might 



of the Indian state that has been thoroughly corrupted by neoliberalism both at the national 

and provincial levels. 

The state has accelerated its grabbing of the mineral-rich land of the 84 million Adivasis (8% 

of the population) in India for iron and steel corporations including Tata, Jindal, Mittal and 

other companies. This has displaced and impoverished millions of Adivasis and driven them 

to join the Maoists, who claim to represent their grievances. The Adivasis, the original people 

of India, were among the poorest people in the country to begin with, being denied basic 

services by the Indian state with their land being stolen by New Delhi since 1947 when the 

country became independent. This thievery violates the Indian Constitution itself, which 

protects the land rights of Adivasis.  

Adivasis have been surviving by subsistence farming and by scraping a living from forestry. 

But even these precarious means of livelihood are threatened by the Indian state’s and 

corporations’ growing confiscation of Adivasi lands since 1991, so the tribal people “risk 

losing everything they’ve ever known.” The Maoist war is a resource war over land and the 

enormous mineral wealth under it, but also a war for the very survival of the Adivasi people. 

Most of the fighters among the Maoists are Adivasis, although the leaders are not. 

The Indian state’s response to the Maoist challenge has been to send 81,000 paramilitary 

troops into the affected areas in “Operation Greenhunt,” which, by attacking Adivasis, has 

only driven them further into the arms of the Maoists. There is a positive development 

component to the state response, too, but  central and provincial governments in India are so 

corrupt that only about 10% of development funds trickle down to the people they are 

supposed to benefit. The face of government that Adivasis see is therefore usually one of 

wide-scale violence and corruption. 

The state of Jharkhand in eastern India is a main focus of the insurgency. According to one 

observer, corruption is rampant in Jharkhand, which is turning away from electoral politics 

and “slipping into the hands of the Maoists.” During the last 12 years, not a single provincial 

government in Jharkhand has completed its term, and there have been eight of these during 

this period. India’s electricity generation is mainly dependent on coal, and Jharkhand, along 

with four other states in which the insurgency is strongest, accounts for 85% of India’s coal 

deposits. Jharkhand also contains the world’s biggest iron ore deposit. 

The corrupt Jharkhand government has signed 42 Memorandums of Understanding (MOUs) 

with various large iron and steel companies, including Tata, Jindal, Mittal, and Essar. The 

Central Bureau of Investigations (CBI), India’s top official investigating agency, has 

launched a probe into the giving of coal mines by the state to Jindal Steel and Power and 

other companies. Jindal has benefited greatly from a policy that gave away coal mines 

without auctions – a policy that may have cost the government $30 billion, according to the 

state auditor’s 2012 report. The CBI raided Jindal’s offices and the New Delhi residence of 

the chairman, Naveen Jindal, on June 11. 

Adivasis make up 26% of Jharkhand’s population, and many depend on forests for their 

livelihood. These kinds of industrial projects have already ravaged the forests, and their 



increase will expand such damage. Jharkhand contains the Saranda forest, Asia’s largest sal 

tree sanctuary, for which the government has granted 19 mining licenses. Saranda is where 

the world’s biggest iron ore deposit is located. At present, there is one state-owned mine 

operating in Saranda.  

“It’s the genocide of the Adivasis,” says Xavier Dias about the opening of Saranda to mining 

companies. Dias is spokesperson for the Jharkhand Mines Area Coordination Committee 

(JMACC), the biggest alliance of Adivasi organizations affected by mining, and the editor of 

a newspaper dedicated to the communities impacted by mining. He has worked in support of 

the rights of Adivasi communities in Jharkhand for 30 years. Dias was jailed by the 

Jharkhand government for his activism in November 2012, on false charges. In June 2013, he 

won the court case that followed his arrest.     

According to Indian journalist Sayantan Bera, 

“Saranda is to eastern India what the Amazon rainforests are to the world. Its springs 

feed rivers like the Karo, the Baitarani, and the Sanjay. Extensive mining operations 

are killing these perennial streams. Wastewater from washaries of iron ore mines on 

the periphery has already contaminated the groundwater aquifers. Mine workers and 

residents in the periphery of Saranda are dying from liver disease caused by 

contaminated groundwater.” 

State security forces have launched three major military operations in the Saranda forest, 

aimed at clearing the Maoist presence there for the mining companies. Says Indigenous 

activist Gladson Dungdung, convener of the Jharkhand Indigenous Peoples’ Forum, “The 

government has been helping in securing land, water, and minerals for the corporate giants 

through military operations. 

 “In Saranda in June, July, and August 2011, there were three massive operations: 

Operation Monsoon, Operation Bravo Boy, and Operation Anaconda. The security 

forces killed two Adivasis, raped several women, and tortured more than 500 Adivasis. 

They also disrupted the Adivasis food grain supply, destroyed the harvest, ate 

livestock, and destroyed all official identification papers of the Adivasis (ration cards, 

voter ID, land titles). The Adivasis were forced to leave their villages and they only 

returned after our intervention. The end result is that the the government gave mining 

leases to 19 mining companies in the region including Tata, Jindal, Mittal, Rungta 

Mines and others.”  

Dias adds: 

“Today Jharkhand is a fully militarized zone. There are over a hundred bases with a 

total of 50,000 official paramilitary troops involved in military action. There are Indian 

Army bases, too, but these are not involved in direct action yet. Aside from 

government paramilitary forces here, we also have the mining corporations’ security 

forces. The government claims that its troops are there to counter the Maoists, but in 

actuality it is the democratic movements such as people resisting land grabs or fighting 



police repression that are intimidated into silence. By creating this drastic panic among 

the people, the corporations are free to suck out the minerals and forest resources.” 

Dias points out that 

“Tata Iron & Steel Company’s iron ore mine lies in Noamundi, Jharkhand. It is one of 

their first mines in India, operational since 1907 and supplying ore to Tata’s furnace in 

Jamshedpur. This is the homeland of the Adivasi people of India, from whom resources 

were expropriated to convert the House of Tata from an opium trader to a full-fledged 

monopoly capitalist company, one of the first in British India.”  Tata first became 

prominent by handling the opium trade for the British, who forced China to buy the 

drug which helped destroy both the Indian and Chinese economies. The opium plant 

was grown in India under British orders. 

“The Adivasis of Jharkhand,” says Dias, “have centuries of history of struggle against the 

outside colonizer. The East India Company in June 1855 got the British Crown’s army to 

wage a war against them and, even with no firearms, they fought back. Today, their struggle 

is against the Indian monopoly capitalists and the state sector corporations. They are fighting 

for the right to self-determination within the Indian constitution, the right to a distinct culture, 

economy, and existence. It boils down to having the right to their land, their forests, and their 

water sources.”      

 As Gladson Dungdung explains, 

“Today, we live in the corporate Indian state, not in a welfare state. The government 

makes all the laws and policies in favour of the corporate houses. For example, the 

Jharkhand government introduced the Industrial Policy of 2012, which clearly says that 

25 kilometers of both sides of the four-lane road from Kodarma to Bahragora [towns in 

Jharkhand] will be handed over to the corporations as a Special Economic Zone. Where 

can people go from here? The state is simply not bothered about its people. See the 

example of [the state of] Chattisgarh, where 644 villages were forcibly vacated by 

Salwa Judum and handed over to corporations.” 

In addition to paramilitary troops, the state has also used death squads known as Salwa 

Judum (SJ), meaning Purification Hunt, to spread a reign of terror and drive out Adivasis 

from villages for the benefit of companies — and on a massive scale, as Dungdung says. One 

of the Congress Party leaders killed by Maoists in Chattisgarh in May 2013 in the attack that 

eliminated 28 of them (see above) was Mahendra Karma, who created the Salwa Judum in 

2005. Karma was stabbed 78 times by the Maoists and shot 15 times.  

 The Salwa Judum was responsible for displacing 300,000 Adivasis, killing, raping, and 

looting them and burning down their villages. Five hundred charges of murder, 103 of arson, 

and 99 of rape have been levelled by citizens against the Salwa Judum, but the Chattisgarh 

government has not investigated or processed a single case. According to Human Rights 

Watch, 

“Since mid-2005, government security forces and members of the Salwa Judum have 

attacked villages, killed and raped villagers, and burned down huts to force people into 



government camps… The conflict has given rise to one of the largest internal 

displacement crises in India.” 

  Ironically, the SJ itself was made up of Adivasis, and Karma himself was Adivasi, too. The 

Indian Supreme Court declared the SJ illegal in 2011 and ordered the Chattisgarh government 

to disband it.  

 The Maoists have also killed civilians some of whom they claim were police informers. 

According to Dias, in Jharkhand, the insurgents attack Adivasi villages, extort money from 

mining companies, and protect the ones that are grabbing land from Adivasis. He says: 

“No corporate boss has so far been killed by the Maoists. When the Maoists call a 

general strike, those companies that pay levies to them are allowed to function and the 

rest are attacked. I do not believe that a mining company can function here without 

paying levies to the Maoists. Jharkhand is the place from where Maoists finance their 

operations in other states, too.” 

Gladson Dungdung is critical of the Maoists, too, saying that, “As far my knowledge and 

experience is concerned, they are not fighting for the Adivasis [in Jharkhand]. Instead, they 

have created more problems for the democratic people’s movement.  It’s very easy for the 

government to call these democratic struggles Maoist and suppress them. I think the Maoists 

are part of the problem, not the solution.” 

Xavier Dias, however, admits that “there are places where the Maoists are providing some 

good services to the Adivasis, such as Bastar [a town] in the state of Chattisgarh. He also 

does not think that the Maoists are corrupt, but considers them “misguided.” Dias does not 

see armed struggle as the way to solve India’s class and Adivasi problems. 

Dayamani Barla, an Adivasi activist also based in Jharkhand, says that Adivasis support the 

Maoists. She points out that “New Delhi’s failure to protect the interests of the tribals has led 

them to lend their support to the Maoists, whom they believe are fighting for their basic 

rights.” 

According to the Arabic news channel Al Jazeera, which has sent correspondents into 

Maoist-controlled areas in Jharkhand, in many of these places the insurgents 

“have organized the Adivasis and taken up community projects to provide services the 

government doesn’t. In 2010, Al Jazeera visited one such village, Tholkobad in 

Jharkhand state, where, under the name of the ‘agrarian revolution,’ the Maoists were 

providing support to the villagers to improve farming methods. One village leader told 

Al Jazeera that the Maoists frequently visited their villages, and treated everyone 

equally.”  

Indian novelist Arundhati Roy, author of the acclaimed book The God of Small Things which 

has sold six million copies worldwide, has also visited Maoist-controlled areas in Chattisgarh. 

She, too, commends the Maoists in her 2010 article “Walking with the Comrades.” Referring 

to the Adivasis’ and Maoists’ fight against the Indian Forest Department in the Dandakaranya 

area, she states: “Emboldened by the people’s participation in these struggles, the party 



decided to confront the forest department. It encouraged people to take over forest land and 

cultivate it. 

“The forest department retaliated by burning new villages that came up in forest areas. 

In 1986, it announced a National Park in Bijapur, which meant the eviction of 60 

villages. More than half of them had already been moved out, and construction of 

national park infrastructure had begun when the party moved in. It demolished the 

construction and stopped the eviction of the remaining villages. It prevented the forest 

department from entering the area. On a few occasions, officials were captured, tied to 

trees, and beaten by villagers. It was cathartic revenge for generations of exploitation. 

Eventually, the forest department fled. Between 1986 and 2000, the party redistributed 

300,000 acres of forest land. Today, Comrade Venu says, there are no landless peasants 

in Dandakaranya.” 

Asad Ismi is the CCPA Monitor’s international affairs correspondent and has written 

extensively on India, Pakistan and Afghanistan. His latest radio documentary Capitalism is 

the Crisis has been aired on 41 radio stations in Canada, the U.S. and Europe reaching an 

audience of more than 33 million people.  For his publications visit www.asadismi.ws. 
 
http://theredphoenixapl.org/2013/12/20/maoist-insurgency-spreads-to-over-40-of-india-mass-
poverty-and-delhis-embrace-of-corporate-neoliberalism-fuels-social-uprising/  

-- 

Friends, 
 
This is very URGENT.  
Today is the 7th day of Indefinite Hunger Strike by NAPM National Convener, 
Suniti S R in Satara. 
A meeting is convened on 30 Sept. 13 at 3 pm in Mumbai to discuss the issues of Wang 
Marathwadi PAPs. 
Please act before the meeting takes place.  
 
Please communicate your support to the demands of Wang Marthwadi Dam affected action 
committee  
1. Immediate releasing of the already promised compensation of crop produce to Wang Marathwadi 
affected families. 
2. Withdrawal of false cases  filed under influnce of corrupt  buracracy joining hands with 
contractors. 
3.Order inquiries into all irregularities and take actions against the irresponsible officers . 
4.Take PAPs into confidence in the process of Rehabilitation and Relocation in the Wang valley . 
 
Please contact one or more of the following - 
 

Mr. Patangrao Kadam, Minister of forest and rehabilitation – 022-2202 5398, 
2202 4751, 2363 5688, 2363 2748 Min_Forest@maharashtra.gov.in 

Mr. Milind Mhaiskar, Secretory Rehabilitation. – 022-2202 5274, 
sec r&r@maharashtra.gov.in 



Mr. Shahsikant Shinde, Minister of Water resources and also Minister in-

charge of Satara District (C/o Dr. Shirish Jadhav. 9594094222 

Mr. Prithviraj Chavhan, Chief Minister of Maharashtra  022-2202 5151, 2202 
5222. Fax 022-2202 9214, 2363 3272 chiefminister@maharashtra.gov.in  

Mr. Ramaswami, The collector of Satara. 

09423009326, collector_satara@maharashtra.gov.in 

Mr. Prabhakar Deshmuki, Divisional commissioner, Pune  – 020-
26362223, divcm.pune@maharashtra.gov.in, dcrespunedivn@yahoo.in, 

Mr. Birajdar, MKVDC – 020-2613 5263, 2612 
4931, cesppune@gmail.com,edmkvdcpune@yahoo.in , mkvdc@pn3.vsnl.net.in   

Mr. Giri, Chief Engineering, Satara -  98502 10802,  str_sesipcsr@sancharnet.in  

Mr. Rediyar, Executive Engineering, Satara  – 98508 
92507, midsatara@rediffmail.com 
 
A number of supporter groups of people are observing 12 hours fast and Dharna in their hometowns 
to express their solidarity with PAPs of Wang Marathwadi Dam. 
 
Vinay R R  
Suniti S.R. 
National Alliance of People's Movements, 
c/o 6,Raghav,Shri Raghuraj Society, 
Sinhgad Road,Pune 411030 
e mail - andolan.napm@gmail.com 
website - www.andolan-napm.in 
Phone - 94235 71784, 020-24251404 
 

The brief history of the movement is as under: 

The gorge of the dam Wang Marathawadi dam in Teh. Patan of Dist. Satara was filled three 
years ago. When the affected farmers who did not get any rehabilitation probed into the 
procedure and as expected, found that the act of filling of the gorge was totally illegal. 
OFFICERS AND EVEN THE MINISTERS ALSO AGREE TO THE 'IRREGULARITIES' 
carried out in the task. Farmers could not sow their fields and get any farm produce. They 
rightly, demanded for the compensation as per the prevailing laws and that government had 
agreed but had not paid a single rupee in spite of repeated follow ups since last three years. A 
“Jalsatyagraha” agaitation in fornt of the collector’s office, a number meetings with the 
officials, ministers, even the Chief Minister of Maharashtra was of no avail. This has 
compelled them to go one step further and undertake a rally fast for three days followed by an 
"indefinite hunger strike" since 23rd Sept, 2013. Today is the fourth day of their hunger strike. 
A large number of people belonging to different social organizations, senior citizens have 
been visiting the agitation site since then and expressing their solidarity to the movement. 

The Additional District Collector stated that they are waiting for the orders from the Ministry 
regarding the compensation to PAPs for filling up of the gorge. They also agreed to the fact 
that the proposal for payment of sustenance allowance to the PAPs since 2002 and also of the 
interest on 65% of the amount deducted from the PAPs in the name of rehabilitation that has 



not been paid since 2008 is ready.  They even showed readiness to rectify any discrepancies 
in this regard that may be found. However, they also stated that they do not have the detailed 
proposals and that they would try to get the same. On this, they were questioned as to how 
they had stated earlier that the proposals were in order. They did not have them at all. 

The officials stated that the list of the 633 PAPs in the first stage is ready. The delegation 
demanded for a copy of the same. Though the officials agreed to make the copy available, 
they were reluctant to actually hand over the same immediately. Those very officials who 
show readiness to get the discrepancies cleared are not ready to hand over the list. This calls 
for a suspicion about their intention. It was brought to their notice that there are no proper 
civic amenities at the rehabilitation site.  The PAPs stated that a number of people who are 
actually not real PAPs, have been given compensation in the form of land or otherwise. The 
PAPs rehabilitated at Taigadewadi (Ghotil) by allotment of land plots are not the genuine 
ones. They demanded that an enquiry should be conducted in this regard. The officials stated 
that they will enquire in the matter.    

It was brought to the notice of the officials that the promptness shown at the time of building 
the dam is absent at the time of rehabilitating those affected by the dams. The Government 
grants crores of rupees to the contractors in the name of enhancement of costs. The same 
Government compensates the PAPs as per the market rates or the ready reckoner. The PAPs 
demanded that if the builder has to face inflation, so does the PAP. 

‘The Addl. Collector agrees that there isn’t enough land available for the rehabilitation of the 
PAPs. Then why doesn’t the same Collector demand that since the rehabilitation is not 
complete, the dam should be stopped?’ the PAPs demanded. The agitators have resolved that 
they will move or withdraw their agitation unless and until their demands for a compensation 
for the submergence, an action against those officials responsible for the illegal gorge filling, 
the withdrawal of cases against those agitators who opposed the illegal gorge filling and a 
clearance  for their proposal of  fair rehabilitation.    

 
 
 
 
--  
=============================================== 
National Alliance of People’s Movements 
National Office : 6/6, Jangpura B, Mathura Road, New Delhi 110014 
Phone : 011 26241167 / 24354737 Mobile : 09818905316 
Web : www.napm-india.org 
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Twitter : @napmindia 

DATE: 21 September 2013 

·   Bhavnagar Jilla Gram Bachao Samiti, Gujarat Anu-urja Mukti 
Andolan and Paryavaran Suraksha Samiti are shocked at the media  
reports that indicate Government of India's (GOI) reported move t o 
further dilute the Nuclear Liability Act to seal the nuclear deal with the 
US government. 
 



·  To register their strong protest affected people of Mithi Virdi,  
Jaspara, Mandva, Khadarpar and other 50 +villages have organised 
massive rally on 23 September 2013 from Mithi Virdi to Bhav nagar (40 
Kms) and scheduled a meeting at Bhavnagar to register their pro test.  
 
Bhavnagar Jilla Gram Bachao Samiti, Gujarat Anu-urja Mukti Andolan 
andParyavaran Suraksha Samiti are shocked at the media reports that 
indicate Government of India's (GOI) reported move to further dilute the 
Nuclear Liability Act to seal the nuclear deal with the US government. 
According to media reports the GOI’s note to the Cabinet Committee on 
Security sought to override nuclear liability for Westinghouse to seal a 
nuclear agreement with the US corporations during PM’s visit to 
Washington, undermining all democratic and sovereign institutions of India. 
The Government of India has yet to make its position clear on these media 
reports and also the opposition seems to share the same policy on the 
issue as ruling coalition which worries us further.  
 
The dilution of the Nuclear Liability Act is being touted as a “gift” to the US 
Government and international nuclear corporations. We strongly condemn 
this brazen contempt for a adopted Act by the sovereign parliament of 
India. To assure the US Government and Nuclear Industries that the 
Government of India will make sure that the operator (NPCIL) does not use 
its ‘right of recourse’ against suppliers of defective equipments is a 
shameless sale out of Indian people’s lives. Earlier, the government tried to 
placate the nuclear corporations by diluting the Act by framing rules that go 
against the spirit of the Constitution of India. 
 
To offer a liability playing field to the international nuclear corporations, 
whose constant decline has been greatly exacerbated by the setback after 
the Fukushima catastrophe, actually amounts to selling off Indian people’s 
lives and safety for nuclear profits. We have not forgotten the criminal 
record of ‘Union Carbide’s now Dow Chemical’ in the Bhopal gas tragedy 
and the shameless episode of Indian politicians letting the culprits goes 
Scott-free: both physically and in terms of adequate liability for the 
horrendous disaster. 
 
The Indian government risking its citizen’s lives even as the crisis in 
Fukushima has further deepened over last few weeks exemplifies its 
callousness and the narrow elite interests that it represents. When Japan 
has been forced to switch off all its reactors and countries like Germany, 
Sweden, Switzerland, Italy etc have decided to go nuclear free, it is 
unfortunate that Indian Government is choosing to miss the historic 
opportunity to go for sustainable, renewable, decentralised and equitable 
forms of energy and shun nuclear power which contributes less than 3% of 



its electricity production. 
 
We register our strong protest on any further dilution of the Nuclear Liability 
Act and endangering the lives of common people of India. 
 
The Government of India is aggressively pursuing its nuclear programmes 
in spite of people from Koodankulam (Tamil Nadu), Jaitapur (Maharashtra), 
Mithi Virdi (Gujarat), Kovvada (Andhra Pradesh), Gorakhpur (Haryana), 
Chutka (Madhya Pradesh) and Haripur (West Bengal) waging relentless 
struggles against these anti-people and unsafe nuclear power projects 
promoted by the Nuclear Power Corporation of India Ltd (NPCIL). Their 
massive peaceful protests have mostly been met with callousness and 
brutal repression on the part of the governments. Communities near the 
existing nuclear facilities in Tarapur, Rawatbhata, Kalpakkam, Kaiga, 
Kakrapar and Hyderabad have also been raising voices against radiation 
leaks and their harmful effects, which are often hushed up by the 
authorities. Existing and proposed new uranium mines in Jharkhand, 
Andhra Pradesh and Meghalaya have also met with massive protests. 
 
To register their strong protest affected people of Mithi Virdi, Jaspara, 
Mandva, Khadarpar and other 50 +villages have organised massive rally 
on 23 September 2013 from Mithi Virdi to Bhavnagar (40 Kms) and 
scheduled a meeting at Bhavnagar to register their protest. 
 
Bhavnagar Jilla Gram Bachao Samiti – Shaktisinh Gohil     Sa mjuben 
H Dabhi    Arjanbhai Dabhi 
 
Gujarat Anu-urja Mukti Andolan – Sagar Rabari     Bharat 
Jambucha     Damuben Modi 
 
Paryavaran Suraksha Samiti – Rohit Prajapati     Swati 
Desai    Krishnakant 
 
For details – Rohit Prajapati C/o – 09426977940, Krishnakant – 
09427849310. 
 

Stop Press: Prominent activists from various progressive 
groups in Gujarat are reaching Jaspara – Mithi Virdi to 
camp and join the protest rally. 
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Protests Fill City Streets Across Brazil 
September 7, 2013 

By SIMON ROMERO 

 

RIO DE JANEIRO — Thousands of demonstrators took to the streets in dozens of cities across Brazil 

on Saturday and were dispersed violently by the police while mounting some of the most vigorous 

expressions of anger with governing institutions since an outburst of antigovernment 

demonstrations shook the political establishment in June. 

 

Still, fewer people turned out in major cities on Saturday than in the earlier wave of mass protests. 

That broad flare-up of public ire has given way to an array of more fragmented movements, some of 

which have been struggling in the face of crackdowns by Brazilian security forces. 

 

“This whole government only knows how to rob us,” said Naiana Vinuto, 25, a management student 

among the protesters in Rio de Janeiro, expressing anger about political corruption in different parts 

of Brazil’s vast public bureaucracy. 

 

Police officers in riot gear faced off in Rio’s old center with hundreds of demonstrators, arresting at 

least 24 people. As in the other cities, the protests here were organized to challenge the military 

parades commemorating Brazil’s independence. People attending the parade, including children, 

suffered from tear-gas inhalation as the police tried to disperse the protests. 

 

Elsewhere, hundreds of protesters in Maceió, a northeastern city, halted a military parade, and the 

security detail of Teotônio Vilela Filho, the governor of Alagoas State, hastily removed him from the 

scene, according to televised reports. In Brasília, the capital, the police dispersed protesters with 

pepper spray as they tried to get near Congress. 

 

Resentment of Brazil’s legislature continues to fester, especially after lawmakers recently held a 

secret vote to allow Natan Donadon, a congressman from Rondônia State in the Amazon, to retain 

his seat even after he was sent to prison this year for embezzling public funds.  

Brazil’s highest court is reviewing a challenge to that vote. 

 

“Currently, politics is a dirty game of exchanges,” said Graciara Albuquerque, 32, a protester in 

Brasília, citing the vote allowing Mr.  

Donadon to keep his seat. “They always are in favor of their own interests.” 

 

Protesters in Brasília also tried to gather around the stadium where the national soccer teams of 

Brazil and Australia were slated to play, reflecting widespread anger over spending on lavish 

stadiums for the World Cup, which is scheduled to be held in Brazil in 2014, while many public 

hospitals and schools remain in deplorable condition. 

 



Security forces, including police officers on horseback, tried to disperse the protesters in Brasília. 

Amid the tumult, police dogs attacked two photojournalists, according to local news reports. One of 

the photographers, who works for the Reuters news agency, was injured and removed from the 

scene by the police, apparently so he could receive medical care, the newspaper Folha de São Paulo 

reported. 

 

In São Paulo, demonstrators shut down Avenida Paulista, the city’s most prominent thoroughfare, 

and protesters vandalized bank offices along it before shifting their focus to the municipal 

legislature, hitting the building with rocks before the police fired tear gas in their midst. 

 

“I’m protesting because I want a decent home,” said Maria Pier de Britto, a maid. “For me, housing is 

Brazil’s biggest problem, after the health care system.” 

 

Paula Ramon contributed reporting from São Paulo, Brazil; Lucy Jordan from Brasília; and Taylor 

Barnes from Rio de Janeiro. 

 

url:  

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/09/08/world/americas/protests-fill-city-streets- 

across-brazil.html?src=me&_r=0&pagewanted=print 

 

Sardar Sarovar Rehabilitation in Maharashtra: Adivasi Rights 

Peaceful protest by 1200 adivasis: Police excesses 
condemnable 

 10 hrs dialogue with Collector, CEO and officials continues on 
2nd day 

Ensure Rehab before submergence: Else Review Project; Empty Reservoir 
Waters 

Oustees challenge paper ‘disaster management’: Fraud in NREGS, PDS 
exposed 

 3rd September, 2013: More than 1,200 adivasis from the 33 hilly adivasi villages on the 
Narmada river bank, affected by the Sardar Sarovar Project (SSP) and 73 forest 
villages in the Satpuda ranges of Nandurbar District of Maharashtra, marched into the 
Collector’s office yesterday and demanded a conclusive answer to various serious issues 
such as compensation for illegal submergence caused due to the release of waters from 
the upstream dams in the SSP reservoir, land-based rehabilitation  of more than 1,500 
adivasi families in the 33 villages, rights of adivasis in the 73 forest villages, inquiry into 
and action against corruption in NREGA, PDS; ensure community forest rights, review 
of small and medium dams on tributaries of Narmada, lack of civic amenities at the 
resettlement sites, role and rights of Gram Sabhas, food grains at BPL prices for the 
children of Jeevanshalas etc. 

As the andolankaris, a large majority of them adivasi women from various villages in the 
Shahada, Akkalkuwa, Taloda and Dhadgaon tehsils, walked into the gates of the Collector’s’ 



office at Nandurbar, an all-male armed police force stopped and severely assaulted many of 
oustees, who were pushed to the ground, but stood up and faced the police force with 
peaceful resistance.  We strongly condemn the action of the police in dealing with the poor 
adivasi oustees, at the instance of the officials and demand legal action. Ultimately the 
officials had to concede and the police had to withdraw. The protest continued with spirited 
songs, slogannering and demands for justice, compensation, rehabilitation, action against 
corruption and all civic rights. Later in the evening, a large delegation of 40 adivasis, 
representing various villages, along with Medha Patkar and other activists held a 6 hours 
long dialogue with a battery of district officials including Mr. Om Prakash 
Bakoria  District Collector, Chief Executive Officer, District Panchayat, Nandurbar Addl. 
Collector (SSP), Regional Officer, Resident Addl. Collector, Addl. Collector (Revenue) etc. 

The Satyagraha continued within the Collectorate on the 2nd day as well, since the oustees 
wanted concrete decisions and written commitments. Senior activists and supporters visited 
the dharna site and extended their solidarity to the peaceful and valiant struggle of the 
adivasis in the Narmada valley, which is to shortly complete three full decades. Detailed 
discussions continued from 11 a.m. upto 4 p.m. in the afternoon. Some of the main issues and 
demands put forth were:  

1. Finalize the exact number of oustees living in the 33 original villages, whose 
land-rehabilitation is pending.  

2. Sardar Sarovar should not be pushed ahead at any cost, until complete cultivable, 
irrigable and suitable land-based rehabilitation of all the oustees, with house 
plots, all civic amenities at the resettlement sites as per the Narmada Water 
Disputes Tribunal Award (NWDTA) and Judgements of the Supreme Court is 
guaranteed.  

3. Immediate Panchanamas and payment of compensation for all the crop and house 
losses due to illegal submergence.  

4. District administration must concretely take ahead the process of recognizing 
community forest rights and convert all the 73 forest villages into revenue 
villages by the end of September, 2013, in compliance with the directive of the 
Secretary, State Forest Department to the District Collector. 

5. Prompt inquiry into corruption and irregularities i n NREGA, PDS and other 
schemes and strict legal action against the responsible officials / persons. More 
than 2 crores corruption in 8 villages of Dhadgaon has been unearthed, with wages 
paid to deceased and non-existent persons etc !  

6. Halt to and review of the series of medium dams on the tributaries of Narmada 
and provide all documents, project proposal, maps, clearances, in the local languages 
to the Gram Sabhas and decide on the local water use and management with consent 
of the Gram Sabha.  

 The oustees challenged the massive and absolutely illegal submergence in August, 2013, 
leading to destruction of hundreds of hectares of agricultural land, as also some houses such 
as the entire hamlet in Bamni with 8 houses affected by the reservoir waters, similarly 2 
houses each in Chimalkhedi and Dhankedi affected. It may be noted that the hilly adivasi 
villages have been facing the impacts of illegal submergence since 1994 and this year, even 
the plain areas in the Nimad region of M.P. were severely hit by the dam waters, leading to 
destruction of thousands of hecatres of land and more than a 1,000 houses of adivasis-
farmers, fish workers, landless, potters, small shopkeepers etc. in the Badwani, Dhar and 
Alirapur districts of Madhya Pradesh. The oustees also questioned the election politics of 



the Modi Government and stated that even after sacrificing, 9,600 hectares of land 
(6,500 hectares forest land and 1,500 ha agricultural land), Maharashtra has not been 
getting its due share of electricity, nor are its oustees fully rehabilitated, so the issue of 
pushing ahead the 70,000 crore giant Sardar Sarovar Project is certainly illegal. 

 In addition to the above issues the oustees also confronted the officials on the absolute lack 
of disaster preparedness or contingency plan during the dam-induced flooding, non-
availability of health services and staff, despite the barges, inadequate boats etc. Other 
issues raised were; right to food, forest rights, right to fisheries, right to safe drinking 
water etc. in various villages of Akkalkuwa and Akrani Tehsils. A specific demand to 
recognize community forest rights especially of water sources, tree cover, forest produce, 
fisheries etc. was made.  The Andolan continues to lay emphasis on community forest rights, 
beyond the individual claims, since responsibilities with rights of the communities to save 
forests not just for the present, but future generations is also absolutely essential. Illegal 
transportation of liquor in Dhadgaon and legal action against the same, as also against the 
Dhadgaon police Inspector was also called for. 

No to 7 medium- dams on the tributaries of Narmada: The protestors, especially from 
villages Son, Jalola, Bhanoli, Kothar, Chandsaili, Kundal in the scheduled adivasi areas 
severely objected to the controversial Narmada-Tapi River link; a series of medium dams on 
the tributaries of Narmada, pushed by political vested interests; only to divert the river waters 
to the upcoming cities like Shahada and Taloda, at the expense of ecology of the Satpuda 
region, leading to displacement of more adivasis. The Chief Engineer Mr. Khairnar was 
pulled up by the oustees on the issues of environmental impacts, extent of submergence, 
R&R benefits etc. It was also warned that the administration will have to encounter a 
severe public agitation if the illegal river-linking project is pushed ahead. 

MAJOR WRITTEN DECISIONS BY THE COLLECTOR ON DAY 2 O F 
SATYAGRAHA:  

 
1. In-principle agreement that the rehabilitation of 1,500 adivasi families is 
pending. A hearing of all the undeclared oustees would be held shortly  to take 
ahead the process of their declaration, inclusion in official lists and grant of R&R 
entitlements accordingly.  
  
2. It was also decided to conduct an early social audit of the quality and availability 
of civic amenities provided at the R&R sites and original villages by the Narmada 
Development Division.  
  
3. Collector agreed to show the lands for rehabilitation to the oustees from 7th 
September and a continued effort to identify land for R&R.  
  
4. Food grains for Jeevanshalas (life-schools) to be provided at BPL rates.  
  
5. Immediate inquiry into and action against corruption in NREGS, PDS and 
health services 
6. All Panchanamas for crop losses to be recorded and compensation to be paid. 

 The oustees are determined to continue the Satyagraha even on the 3rd day, until all the major 
demands, listed above are met and clear decision not to permit raise in the height of the SSP 
is announced, until full compliance on R&R is ensured. 



 Punya Vasave               Manglya Pawra            Siyaram Padvi Vijay Valvi           Noorji 
Padvi 

  Yogini Khanolkar             Latika Rajput              Meera                         Pinjaribai 

 Contact: 09423944390 / 09423908123  /09179148973  
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NAPM and others protests at GVK AGM in Hyderabad against Coal Power 
Plants 

Dear all, 
 
Here is a press release from the National Alliance of People's Movements (NAPM) on the 
demonstration at the GVK AGM. 
And a 2 min video of the arrests of activists on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?v=10151852542829365 
 

Hyderabad, India - 11.30 am 12th August 2013 
 
Tens of activists and concerned citizens from 350.org, IYCN, NAPM, ARPF in 
Hyderabad gathered outside the GVK Annual General Meeting (AGM) today to urge 
GVK and its investors to stop dirty coal imports from Australia and to raise alarm 
against their dangerous investments in Australian coal. The meeting was attended 
by majority and minority shareholders in the company who need to be informed of 
the company’s bad choice to invest in Buying Coal Mines in Australia. 
 
The Indian Context: While on the one hand GVK’s alpha coal project (a combination 
of coal mines, ports and railway lines) stands right in the center of the Great Barrier 
Reef heritage area, one of the most eco-sensitive parts of the world; the very 
extraction of coal is going to increase the Global warming and create greater havoc 
in an already trouble ridden Climate patterns of India. Which shall face the added 
burden of the dangerous pollutants like Mercury, Sulphur di-oxide, Radiation (by 
release of radioactive elements in Coal ore), due to the use in Coal Based Thermal 
Plants. And all this will increase the troubles faced by the farmers of India, due to 
erratic climate - unprecedented Floods - like the one seen in Uttarakhand recently 
and perpetual droughts and acid rains to name a few. The presence of Coal mines 
and Coal based thermal power also impacts the health and DNA of future 



generations leading to nervous disorders, genetic mutations to name a few. In India 
and other parts of Northern Asia lakhs of people are dying prematurely every year 
from coal pollution. 
 
In this context, concerned citizens and activists belonging to 350.org, ARPF, NAPM 
and IYCN gathered in front of the Venue of the AGM of GVK at Srinagar colony 
today morning at 10am. They were displaying posters showing the ill effects of Coal 
mining and Coal based Power and were distributing pamphlets to the Share Holders. 
 
The activists held out images of the impacts of coal pollution in India and pictures of 
their counterparts in Australia who urge GVK to rethink its investments and avoid 
coal. They also held out solar panels as a symbol of the energy investments that 
GVK and other energy/infrastructure companies should move towards. 
 
This was done without any kind of noise or any kind of disturbance. However, within 
half hour, the Police of Banjara Hills PS, gathered there and started telling people to 
move out saying that they cannot organise any such protest. When Chaitanya 
Kumar, of 350.org and others tried to explain to the Inspector Murali Krishna that 
they are not going to disturb nor cause any inconvenience to anyone, but will only be 
distributing hand outs to make the shareholders aware of the issue, the Inspector 
said, "You are talking too much, I am trying to explain to you not to hang around 
here". Saying thus, he ordered the people to get into the Police Jeep and leaving the 
women out, took everyone else into custody at the Banjara Hills Police Station. 
 
This is a situation of Gagging Public Voice and Stamping out all Truth to be heard by 
one and all. This is a reflection of how corporates are controlling the "Indian 
Democracy". 
  
 
Saraswati Kavula 
NAPM 
napmhyderabad@gmail.com, skavula09@gmail.com 

 

Farmers Reclaim their Land illegally allotted to Ajanta SEZ in Aurangabad 

NAPM Condemns Police Firing on Protesters Opposing NTPC Coal Mines in 
Karanpura, Jharkhand Killing Two and Injuring Other s 

New Delhi / Aurangabad, July 23 : Villagers of Shendra today reclaimed the land 
which was illegally transferred by Maharashtra Industrial Corporation to Ajanta Co 
to set up Pharma SEZ in MIDC Five Star Indusrtail Area, Shendra, Aurangabad. 
The action was supported and joined by noted social activist, Medha Patkar, 
Adviser and Founding Member NAPM, Balwant More, Rashtra Sewa Dal, 
Nanded, Maj Subedar Bam, Subhash Lomte of Socialist Front and others. Nearly 
300 farmers from nearby villages also gathered with bullocks and tractors and 
tilled the land which was under illegal occupation of the company since 2008. 



Police, which never filed an FIR against the company after repeated 
complaints, came today defending the right of the Company, showing its anti 
people character. 

In 2007-8, 35 Hectares of prime agricultural land, percolation tanks, village roads 
etc. was handed by the Dsitrict Administration to the Ajanta Projects India Limited 
without completing any land acquistion process under MIDC Act as mandated. 
False notices were issued, compensation paid receipts were given and land was 
said to be taken under possession by the Land Acquistion Officer. Based on the 
land allotted to them by Maharashtra Industrial Development Corporation the 
Company obtained approval for Pharmaceutical and related Chemical Special 
Economic Zone from Union government. Till date no work has started on the 
project but Company continues to illegally occupy the land after erecting fences on 
the land of the farmers and tank. 

Farmers were illegally evicted from their land in collaboration with the district Sub 
Divisional Officer, Police officials and others. Later, under the Right to 
Information Act, they got information from various agencies, which supported 
their claim to land. Tahsildar on duty on 27 November 2009 said that 35 
Hectares of land in question was not acquired by the authorities, confirmed 
also by the Executive Engineer Minor Irrigation in a reply dated October 29, 
2009. Farmers filed complaint to the police with copies to senior district officials, 
Industry Ministers and Union Commerce Ministry. However, till date no action 
was taken. 

In meantime false cases were filed against some of the villagers in order to terrify 
them and pacify their resistance. Recently, on a petition filed by Bhanudas 
Gopinath of the village Shendra resulted in injunction from Aurangabad bench of 
High Court. This emboldened the morale of the 50 families whose land was 
illegally transferred. 

“We are only exercising our right and not committing any crime. None of the 
government records show that right procedure was followed under MIDC Act, 1961 to 
acquire land in this case, on the contrary records show the ownership with Bhanudas 
and other farmers of the village Shendra. It is completely right for the tillers of the land 
to reclaim it and start farming. We demand that the responsible revenue and police 
officers be prosecuted immediately for forgery and misrepresentation of facts in the 
case; revocation of the status of SEZ granted to Ajanta co.; de-notify the land and 
recognise the right of the farmers over the total land, since company has failed to 
initiate any work till date,” said Medha Patkar.  

She further added that it is high time that a Special Investigation team be 
constituted to look in to the fraudulent land dealings which has been ongoing 
around Aurangabad town where farmers are being cheated. Land mafia till 
date has transacted nearly 30-40% of the 2,34,000 Hectares of land to be acquired 
for Delhi Mumbai Industrial Corridor, Greater Aurangabad and Aurangabad 



Metropolitan City project. No notification has been issued by the authorities but 
illegal and fraudulent transactions are being enacted and a speculative land market 
is today flourishing around the city. Media reports are often being planted fuelling 
stress selling by the farmers at times but no clear information is being given on the 
DMIC and other projects coming to the farmers. In coming days NAPM will 
continue to expose such land dealings, support the people's resistance and assist in 
building of the movement against the DMIC and other projects in Aurangabad. 

NAPM also condemns the killing of two activists of  Karnpura  Bachao 
Sangharsh Samiti in a police firing today morning at Chatti Bariahattu 
Karanpura Jharkhand. They have been leading a valiant fight against the 
land acquisition for NTPC coal mines. In 2005, National Thermal Power 
Corporation (NTPC) acquired mining lease for captive mining in an area covering 
16 villages of 3 blocks- Pankiri Barwadi, Chatti Bariyatu and Keredari 
in  Hazaribagh District of Jharkhand. Today the total number of villages to be 
displaced has risen to 60, with the total affected population being close to 40,000 
as opposed to 16,000 which is the claim made by the company. From 2005 till date 
mining has not begun and any attempt of starting work has been thwarted by the 
Gram Sabha resolutions and also active resistance from the people, who are to 
loose prime agricultural land in Karanpura Valley. It seems Hemant Soren, newly 
sowrn in Chief Minister is determined to push Corporate Agenda, but people's 
resistance will continue to fight to defend their land, water and forests which are 
necessary for survival of the nation and people. 

Vilas Bhongade, Suniti S R, Dr. Sunilam, Prafulla Samantara, Suhas 
Kolhekar, Gabriele Dietrich, Sister Celia, Major General (Retd.) Sudhir 
Vombatkere, Arundhati Dhuru, C R Neelakandan, Geo Jose, Bhupender 
Singh Rawat, Kamayani Swami, Mahendra Yadav, Rajendra Ravi, Vimal 
Bhai, Seela M, Madhuresh Kumar 
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NAPM Condemns Brutal Police Attack in Kathikudam and Demands Immediate 

Closure of Nitta Gelatin Co. 

New Delhi, July 21 : In a shocking and highly condemnable incident police 

brutally attacked the peaceful gathering of villagers, yesterday, who were 



removing the illegally laid effluent pipeline of the Nitta Gelatin Company in 

village of Kathikudam in Thrissur District of Kerala. The people were 

discharging the legal responsibility of removing the pipe laid through a 

private citizen’s land without his consent and through the Panchayat land 

against the order of the Panchayat. While it was the natural duty of the police to 

support the Panchayat and the people in enforcing the Panchayati Raj Act of 

Kerala, they launched a rabid war on the people. Women and children were 

illegally arrested along with entry into houses damaging the property and verbal 

abuses by the Police. More than 70 of the protesters were in various hospitals in 

Angamaly and Chalakudy seeking medical help for the injuries they suffered, 

while some of them were rushed to ICU with more serious injuries. 

Kerala, is much touted for its decentralisation of power and development planning but this 

incident and earlier the struggle around Coca Cola factory in Plachimada exposes that 

commercial interests often take precedence over the constitutional rights of the citizens. The 

Company is a joint venture of Kerala Industrial Development Corporation and Nitta Gelatin 

Co. set in 1975, starting production 1979 and uses per day 130 tons of crushed animal bones, 

1,20,000 liters of hydrochloric acid, and 20 tons of lime. It also uses ferric chloride, alum, 

caustic soda and other unknown chemicals. It has been discharging large quantity of toxic 

effluents in river Chalakudy, main source of drinking water in nearby areas and distributing 

sludges as fertiliser to farmers in nearby villages, something which Coca Cola also did. Huge 

profit from the company operations goes to the Japanese counterparts of the company, the 

Nitta Gelatin Inc and Mitsubishi Corporation. 

It is unfortunate that despite the fierce struggle led by people's group Action Council against 

the plant since 1996, State government has connived and failed to respond to the challenge 

and demands of the many nearby and downstream villages which have been demanding 

closure of the plant. The presence of huge tanks storing 30 lakhs liters of hydrochloric 

acid at the densely populated area of Kathikudam makes the situation potentially 

catastrophic and renders a nightmare to the local inhabitants. It makes them panicky as 

and when they read industrial disasters elsewhere in the country or outside. It is a disaster in 

making and unfortunately government of Kerala has failed to protect the lives of people 

and instead chose to attack the villagers yesterday. 



Disrespect to the law of land, non-compliance of rules and regulations issued by 

the local governments, blatant denial of abject truths, harassment of Action 

Council members arresting and implicating them in fake criminal cases, misleading 

the courts, bribing police and public servants, and manipulating the media are 

common characteristics of both Coca Cola and NGIL. 

The lessons we learned from the Union Carbide case and the Coke controversy are enough to 

be more vigilant in the matter of foreign investments in our land, something which no one in 

power seems to care. Those industrial initiatives, no mater how big they are and how 

fabulous are their promises, should not be allowed to enter the country if they do not conform 

themselves to the laws of the land.  

NAPM demands that Kerala Government heading to people's struggle 

immediately shut down NGIL plant at Kathikudam, ini tiate long term 

measures for treatment of land and water, compensate people for loss of 

livelihood, health and take action against the officials who ordered brutal lathi 

charge on the gathering yesterday, which was incidentally inaugurated by Prof. 

Sara Joseph, Congress MLA T.N. Pratapan, who is fully supporting the struggle, 

Vilayoty Venugopal (convener Plachimata struggle) and attended by many others. 

Given the current circumstances we have all the reason to believe that NGIL IS 

AN IMPENDING DISASTER just like Bhopal Gas tragedy in 1984, both plants 

belonging to the same era. Victims of Bhopal tragedy are yet to get justice even 

after nearly three decades and we must all unite to stop any such tragedy at 

Kathikudam. 

Medha Patkar, C R Neelakandan, Geo Jose, Prafulla Samantara, Gabriele 

Dietrich, Sister Celia, Major General (Retd.) Sudhir Vombatkere, Arundhati 

Dhuru, Suniti S R, Hussain Master, Vilas Bhongade, Dr. Sunilam, Suhas 

Kolhekar, Bhupender Singh Rawat, Kamayani Swami, Mahendra Yadav, 

Rajendra Ravi, Vimal Bhai, Seela M, Madhuresh Kumar 
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Brazil’s “Other” Protesters 

By Fabiana Frayssinet Reprint |       | Print | Send by email |En español  

 

The “other march”: fancy trade union banners, flags and signs and powerful sound systems, 
everything highly organised to set forth the labour movement’s own demands. Credit: 

Fabiana Frayssinet/IPS 

RIO DE JANEIRO, Jul 13 2013 (IPS) - The young people who have been protesting in Brazil 
over the last few weeks, who say they are apolitical and who have organised over the social 
networking sites, were not entirely pleased with Thursday’s demonstrations by the country’s 
trade unions and social and popular movements. 

This image cannot  
currently be displayed.

This image cannot currently be displayed.



During a “National Day of Struggle” Thursday, strikes, protests and roadblocks were 
organised by the CUT central trade union and 77 urban and rural social organisations. 

The demands of the new and more organised protests included better wages, a reduction of 
the work week to 40 hours, job security and an end to outsourcing, higher pensions, 10 
percent of GDP for education, higher spending on public health, and improved public 
transport. 

According to the organisers, 100,000 demonstrators came out on the streets nationwide. 

Related IPS Articles 

• Brazil’s Left Is Eager to Lead the “Swarm” 
• Faster Development Needed to Sustain Decade of Gains in Brazil 
• Brazilian Political Reform Falls Into Own Party Trap 

In Rio de Janeiro, where some 10,000 people joined the march, the trade union’s flags and 
banners, professional-looking signs, sound systems and balloons contrasted with the hand-
made placards of the students and other young people who began to take to the streets in 
Brazil’s cities in June. 

But the student protests, initially triggered by bus fare hikes and organised over Facebook 
and other sites, were much bigger, reaching one million people countrywide. 

Thursday’s protest “was peaceful; we’re asking for better working conditions and we’re 
protesting cuts in our companies,” one worker taking part in the protest, who said his name 
was Eduardo Henrique, told IPS. 

Among the demonstrators, a group of engineers from Brazil’s Petrobras oil company called 
for an end to public auctions of oil industry concessions. 

“We discovered enormous oil reserves, so there’s no need for foreign companies to come in,” 
Silvio Cidog, with the association of Petrobras engineers, told IPS. 

Rural workers also made their voices heard. A small farmer who identified himself as 
Osuara, with the Landless Rural Workers Movement (MST), said it was urgent for the 
government’s land reform programme to speed up. 

Apolitical protests 

Far away from the noise of the trade union’s sound systems, a group of around 200 
demonstrators blocked traffic on one of the city’s main avenues with a sit-in, to draw 
attention to the demands that gave rise to the movement of young people who describe 
themselves as apolitical. 

“This is a movement without party affiliations that was organised over the Internet. They (the 
trade unions) took advantage of us. They have sound wagons, they buy everything, they hand 
out flags, the people don’t have any of those things,” said Karina Monteso, an economist. 



“In Brazil, there’s a dictatorship of the left…They don’t want to release their hold on power,” 
said lawyer Marcio Simoes. “Our only weapon is this,” he said, holding up his iPhone, which 
he uses to communicate with other protesters who, demonstrating in another Rio de Janeiro 
neighbourhood, were preparing to march to the government palace. 

Around the Guanabara Palace, things got out of hand. Isolated groups of masked protesters 
used stones, Molotov cocktails and flares to try to knock down bars protecting the building, 
and clashed with police. 

Their chants focused on protesting the police repression and the 2014 World Cup and 2016 
Olympic Games to be hosted by Brazil. 

Meanwhile, in the demonstration organised by the trade unions, urban planner Orlando dos 
Santos, with the NGO Observatorio de Metrópolis, was also opposed to the organisation of 
the two sporting events. 

As a member of the non-governmental World Cup and Olympics People’s Committee, he is 
against the forced evictions caused by the sports-related construction projects in poor 
neighbourhoods. 

With regard to the criticism from “the other protesters,” Dos Santos said “society is diverse. 
This demonstration was organised by the central trade unions, which are more classic-style 
organisations, and it is to be expected that there are groups that question this more traditional 
kind of group. But they are as democratic as the new forms of organisation,” he told IPS. 

Nadine Borges, who represented a group of demonstrators from the Rio Truth Commission, 
called for the 1964-1985 military dictatorship’s documents to be made public so that human 
rights abuses committed during that period could be investigated. 

“For us, historically, the defence of democracy has been based on the organisation of 
workers. This here is a democratic event that represents the organised central trade unions,” 
Borges said, in response to the criticism from other groups. 

Some 100 young people dressed in black and covering their faces to avoid tear gas 
demonstrated in parallel to the workers’ march. “We have no words,” one of the young 
demonstrators told IPS. But their signs did: “Make love not war”, “Power to the people”, 
“Anarchist shock troops”. 

Separated from the main trade union march, which filled an entire avenue, a group of young 
artists dressed as clowns chanted against police repression. They called themselves the 
“nhoque nhoque troops” – a play on words alluding to the security forces’ “tropa de choque” 
or “shock troops”. 

Members of the governing leftwing Workers Party took part in the march organised by CUT, 
although without carrying party flags. After they identified themselves as party members, 
they said they were calling for a “deepening” of the socioeconomic improvements ushered in 
over the last decade by former President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva (2003-2011) and President 
Dilma Rousseff. 



This was the first reaction by organised leftwing political and social groups in Brazil in 
response to the wave of young people’s protests. 

CUT, which supports organised participation by today’s young people, is worried that 
“conservative and rightwing sectors will try to influence their protests with objectives that 
have nothing to do with the immense majority of the people,” according to one of the union’s 
leaders. 

He said “the organised participation of the working class in this new scenario is of 
fundamental importance, to make sure this situation has a positive solution.” 

--  
WARNING: The National Security Agency is likely recording and storing this 
communication as part of its unlawful spying programs on all Americans ... and people 
worldwide. The people who created the USA NSA spying program say that this 
communication - and any responses - can and will be used against the anybody at any time in 
the future should folks in the US government decide to go after them for political reasons. 
And private information in digital communications may be given to big companies by the US 
government. 

Brazilian Protesters Force Compromise for Improvements in Public 

Services  
 
President Dilma Rousseff conceded many of the demonstrators' demands, and called for a 
national compromise to improve public services, by investing 100% of Brazil Oil revenues in 
education and health care. -   13 min ago  
 
NAPM Condemns attack on Prafulla Samantara and Lingraz Azad in Bolangir 
 

New Delhi, 27th June, 2013 : On the night of 26th June, Prafulla Samantara, senior activist 
and National Convener, NAPM and Lingraj Azad, Samajwadi Jan Parishad was attacked at 
Bolangir station, while returning from a Padyatra organised by the people opposing Lower 
Suktel Project in the region. They were attacked by the President of Bolangir Lower Suktel 
Action Committee and his supporters. It has to be noted here that Lower Suktel Action 
Committee is the group which supports commencement of the project. Odisha government 
has managed to create a conflict and division amongst people, who is fuelling this kind of 
violence in the region, only to grab land, water and forest from communities. 

A section of the Bolangir press and local police rushed to the spot and rescued them. 
Prafulla Samantara has reached back Bhubaneswar. It was never expected of the President 
of the Action Committee Mr. Panda to resort to undemocratic and brutal methods to express 
his anger and frustrations. In the last but one issue of the Samadrusti, Prafulla Samantara 
had appealed Mr. Panda to come for an open discussion on the issue. Mr. Panda discuused 
it openly by attacking him last night. 

Lower Suktel Project is one of the hundreds of projects being implemented in name of 
development in Odisha which is displacing the adivasis, workers, farmers in favour of the 
capitalists. The project got its environment clearance during 1980s, but no construction 
started after that. The government has spent a large amount of money on paper on the 



rehabilitation of the displaced people. In 2013, the govt. tried to start the construction by 
forcefully acquiring the land but due to strong protest and resistance of the people they could 
not do it. Villagers were even brutally attacked but protests have continued. National Alliance 
of People's Movements supports their struggle for a dignified livelihood and to save their 
land, water and forest from forceful acquistion.  

Prafulla Samantara is one of the most visible activists of Odisha, playing an active role in 
supporting various people’s movements like anti-POSCO movement, anti-Vedanta 
movement and many other struggles in Odisha. He is also a petitioner to the Supreme 
Court’s committee to protect Niyamgiri as well as a petitioner for the Saxena Committee 
whose report forced the Ministry of Environment and Forests to suspend the clearance for 
Vedanta. Lingaraj Bhai is a renowned peasant leader and Secretary of Samajwadi Jan 
Parishad.  

We understand that the recent attacks and many other previous attacks on the life of Prafulla 
Samantara is based on the committed action and writings of him, against the massive 
ecological destruction and displacement initiated by the industrialists, capitalists with the 
help of the State Government.  

NAPM demands that Odisha government must desist from further acquisition in the area, 
since water will no longer be used for irrigation but for meeting the needs of the industry. It 
should also stop dividing and supporting a section of people pitching them against their own 
fellow beings. The struggle of people in defence of their livelihood and natural resources will 
continue and grow in strength with support from people's movements across the country. 

Medha Patkar, Dr. Sunilam, Arundhati Dhuru, Gabriel e Deitrich, Sister Celia, 
Ramakrishna Raju, C R Neelkandan, Sudhir Vombeteker e, Bhupender Singh 
Rawat, Saraswati Kavula, Kamayani Swami, Mahendra Y adav, Rajendra Ravi, 
Vimal Bhai, Meera, Madhuresh Kumar, Seela M Mahapat ra 

--  
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Brazil Protests Illustrated 
by Carlos Latuff  



 
Brazilian Youth (Carrying Vinegar) Beginning to Rise Up! 

 
"Enough!  Brazil Is Awakening!" 



 
Viva Brazilian Democracy! 

 
Who Made the Protests Violent?  Answer: Protester Against the Fare Hike Holding a Sign 

Saying "Nonviolence"; Cop Scratching "Non" and Replacing It by "With" -- "With Violence" 



 
#NaoEPor20Centavos: It's Not About the 20-Centavo Hike --  

"Power to the People!" 

 
Rio Mayor Eduardo Paes's Operation Shock and Order --  

That Is What We Need?! 



 
What Are the Protesters Rocking Brazil Thinking? 

 



 
PSDB Infiltrating the Free Pass Movement, Seeking to Ride the Protest Wave to Power, 
Pretending to Oppose "Corruption": "Against Corruption"; "Down With Corruption!" 

Brazil's poor rise up against World Cup austerity 
Friday, June 21, 2013  
By Dave Zirin 

 
Protest against public transport fee rise, Belem, Para State, June 17.  

I travelled to Brazil last September to investigate preparations for the 2014 World Cup and 
2016 Olympics. It was painfully evident that the social disruption of hosting two mega-events 
in rapid succession would be profound. 

Everyone with whom I spoke in the community of social movements agreed that these sports 
extravaganzas were going to leave major collateral damage.  



Everyone agreed that the spending priorities for stadiums, security, and all attendant 
infrastructure were monstrous given the health and education needs of the Brazilian people. 

Everyone agreed that the deficits incurred would be balanced on the backs of workers and the 
poor.  

What people disagreed upon was whether anybody would do anything about it. 

Most said the country had become too apathetic. After six years of economic growth, which 
followed 30 years of stagnation, people were too content to protest. The ruling Workers' 
Party was generally popular and as soon as the countdown to the World Cup actually began, 
all anger would be washed away in a sea of green, yellow and blue flags bearing the country's 
slogan, “Order and progress”. 

Others said statistics showing rising wealth and general quiescence actually masked a much 
deeper discontent. As Professor Marcos Alvido told me: “Statistics are like a mankini (a 
Brazilian speedo that men wear). They show so much but they hide the most important part.” 

That “most important part” was the analysis that Brazil was simmering and the lid could stay 
on the pot for only so long. 

The pot has officially boiled over as hundreds of thousands of people marched in at least 10 
cities in recent days. The financial capital of Sao Paolo was brought to a standstill. In the 
political capital, Brasilia, protesters climb onto the roof of the National Congress. 

In Rio, several thousand marched on legendary Maracana Stadium, the epicenter of the 2016 
Summer Olympics, at the start of the Confederations Cup. As fans cheered inside, there were 
gassings and beatings outside. 

Sports journalists recorded the action on the field, but reporters in the streets were shot with 
rubber bullets, and are now alleging that they were targeted.  

This protest eruption has been referred to as the “salad uprising”, after a journalist was 
arrested for having vinegar in his backpack (vinegar is a way to ward off the worst effects of 
tear gas.) Now vinegar is carried openly and in solidarity. It's also, given the expansive use of 
tear gas, quite useful. 

There are many factors driving people into the streets, but the backbreaking piece of straw 
that crystallised all discontent was a 20-cent fare hike for public transportation.  

The country is investing billions in tourist-centric infrastructure and paying for it by bleeding 
out workers on their daily commute. It was too much. 

As Chris Gaffney, who runs the Geostadia blog and is a visiting professor of architecture and 
urbanism at Rio's Federal Fluminense University, told me: “Big shit happening downtown 
Rio … with cars set on fire around the state legislature and attempted invasions of the 
building that were repelled from inside. News of police using live ammunition as well.  

“It is linked to the spending for the mega-events, but also reflects a larger dissatisfaction with 
the state of the country. The government is corrupt, the police incompetent, the roads and 



services and schools and health care atrocious ... And this [is the state of services] for the 
middle class! 

“People are realizing that the [US]$50 billion spent on the mega events is going into the 
pockets of FIFA the IOC and the corrupt construction firms, etc. This latest little insult, 
hiking the fares by 20 cents, was just enough to get people out on the streets during the Copa 
[World Cup].  

“This is truly historical and inspiring. I didn't think the Brazilians had it in them, and I don't 
think they did either. But they do and it's massive.” 

The Free Fare Movement (MPL), after protesting fare hikes for a decade and winning 
concessions with little publicity, all of a sudden found themselves with a mass audience.  

But moving comfortably among their throngs are signs and slogans in protest of the mega-
events. The international media is reporting that demonstrators are holding up posters 
reading: “We don't need the World Cup” and “We need money for hospitals and education”. 

People have gathered outside Fortaleza, where the Brazilian national soccer team is staying, 
with signs reading: “[Cup ogranisers] FIFA give us our money back” and “We want health 
and education. World Cup out!”  

A protester in Sao Paolo was quoted as saying: “We shouldn't be spending public money on 
stadiums. We don't want the Cup. We want education, hospitals, a better life for our 
children.” 

The right wing is also present in the streets. One of the loosely organized groups in the streets 
is a formation called “Wake up Brazil”.  

Yuseph Katiya, who lives in the conservative city of Curitiba, wrote on his Facebook wall: 
“This is a mixed bag and difficult to describe, and I think is potentially dangerous. These are 
middle-class people that share some of the concerns of the World Cup/Olympic protesters 
and the Free Fare Movement people, but their beef is mainly with government corruption.  

“Suddenly, the right-wing press here is supporting the protests but they are more likely to 
blame politician salaries on the country's problems. I don't think they care about rising 
transportation costs, let alone how it might impact low-income Brazilians.” 

Nevertheless, the protests are gaining energy and are finding voice amongst the Brazilian 
diaspora throughout the world. More than 300 people marched in New York City on June 17 
with signs that read, “Olympics: $33 billion. World Cup: $26 billion. Minimum Wage: $674 
[about A$320 a month] Do you still think it's about 20 cents?” 

This isn't a movement against sports. It's against the use of sports as a neoliberal Trojan 
horse. It's a movement against sports as a cudgel of austerity. It's a movement that demands 
our support. Until there is justice, we are all salad revolutionaries. 

[First published at The Nation] 

- See more at: http://www.greenleft.org.au/node/54314#sthash.JIT71Hq6.X4mhfwOO.dpuf 



http://ccs.ukzn.ac.za/default.asp?4,82 
 

Struggle of Urban Poor in Mumbai in full swing 

  

Challenging the Builders-Politicians, asserting people’s right to shelter 

  

In April 2013, 10 days fast by us, involving thousands of slum dwellers, at the Ganesh 
Krupa Housing Society, Golibar, received committed support from many citizens, 
organizations & movements, across the country. There were a number of agitations, 
protest actions, in Delhi, Hyderabad, Chennai, Bangalore and other places. Things 
moved rapidly after the fast and we were very busy in taking up the issues process 
forward. Hence this delayed update, once again, with sincere thanks & expecting 
continued support & participation by you in our programmes. 

  

1.      The process of enquiry by the Principal Secretary, Housing into 6 large SRA 
projects, that was approved by the Chief Minister in January 2013, progressed further. 
Since 7th and 8th, Feb 2013, there was hearing of people’s organizations with Ghar 
Banao Ghar Bachao, who are the complainants as also our opponents, the builders, 
their managers & few slum dwellers supporting them. The same went ahead, after the 
fast and on April 29th, whole day, there were hectic hearing sessions held, attended by 
all Ghar Bachao Ghar Banao activists with Medha Patkar, Madhuri Shivkar, Sandeep 
Yeole, Sumit Wajale as also leaders and people from the six SRA projects. All the 
builders including Satra Developers (Ramnagar, Ghatkopar), Sudhakar Shetty (Sion, 
Koliwada), Kiran Jadhav& others (Shivalik), Dattaji Desai & others, Samarth Spark 
(Ambedkar Nagar, Mulund) and Tainwala Developers (Indira nagar, Jogeshwari) and 
Sumer Constructions (Chandiwali) attended for their respective sessions. Some of 
them remained silent while their appointed advocates made presentations on their 
behalf. Only Sumer Const. sent their manager as the representative.  

  

2.      The marathon hearing from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. witnessed thorough presentation by 
our people from each of the 6 localities with facts, figures and documents. Shivalik 
Ventures, represented by few slum dwellers created lot of commotion, abusing and 
accusing Ghar Banao Ghar Bachao, Medha Patkar & local leaders like Prerna 
Gaikwad & Ajit Gavkhedkar, Sudesh Pawar. However we kept quiet to fopil their 
instigative attempts and won the battle. 

  



3.      After 29th, each of our organization in localities prepared and made final written 
submission in reply to the documents & arguments made by builders. The report of 
the Principal Secretary, Mr. D. Chakravarty, is under preparation & we hear that an 
extensive process of seeking reply from the officials implicated in the statement by the 
complainants etc is on. It is delayed due to Mr. Chakravarty going on leave, his father 
being seriously ill. 

  

4.      Meanwhile a parallel process of the Jan- Ayog (People’s Commission of enquiry 
appointed by NAPM) was on. Public hearing was held at six projects sites (same as 
above) under the chairmanship of Justice Suresh with Prof. Amita Bhide, TISS, Shri 
Chandrasekhar D., Architec, Simpreet Singh as other members. This Commission will 
release its report on June 24th, at 10:30 a.m. at Mumbai Marathi Patrakar Sangh Hall, 
2nd floor, CST-Mumbai amidst a few thousand people from slums in Mumbai. We 
invite you all to attend this important programme to know what is indeed happening in 
the name of Slum Rehabilitation Project. 

  

5.      Our work in the un-declared slums was successful in taking ahead the process of 
assessing amenities and getting Municipal Corporation of Greater Mumbai to provide 
those. We would, in the meeting called by the Municipal Commissioner Seetaram 
Kunte with all Dy. Municipal Commissioners and our representatives, succeed in 
establishing the fact that there is a huge gap in the norms-based proportion of 
amenities and actual ground level situation. For thousands of people, there are not 
even tens of toilet seats available. No water taps, no tanks leading to water mafia and 
tanker mafias who are benefitting a few ‘lords’ and causing severe deprivation to 
people. Malnourishment is a serious problem in upto 52% of the slums of Mumbai. 
MCGM’s data on each also is far from perfect.  

  

6.      We realize that contracts for toilet construction granted to certain NGOs are not 
duly executed and there are many problems. We have to take this further in the case of 
about 10 - 15 slums we work with, following this monsoon as we now have 
committees for each slum formed, who will monitor & manage toilet, water supply 
and such amenities. 

  

7.      Demolition precede rains in Mumbai and hence we had to be prepared. This year 
due to continuous rise of voice, it was much much less, especially in the slums 
associated with Ghar Banao Ghar Bachao Andolan. There was a threat posed to 
hundreds of houses in Adarsh Nagar and Indira Nagar, Mankhurd. We held 
demonstration outside M-east Ward in Govandi with hundreds of women and men. 
Mr. Kishore Gandhi, Assistant Municipal Commissioner- ward officer held hours long 
dialogue and agreed to review the need to evict, for removing drainage blockade. A 
team with our local leaders & activists with Engineering team from the ward office 



inspected there and then the result was; not more than 10 houses came in the way. The 
ward office didn’t concede fully, however, demolition got limited to 150 houses and 
others were saved. Those evicted stay and will be resettled, keeping in mind the 
drainage requirement. 

  

8.      Rajiv Awas Yojana is a ‘RAY’ of hope for slum dwellers in Mumbai, up against 
builder lobby, exploitation of land grab. Mandala project as a pilot project is being 
taken forward. A letter from the Central authorities has requested us to send detailed 
EIA under DPR which we are to prepare soon. Shri Vishwambhar Chaudhary, 
Architects, Prasad Latkar and Chandrashekhar visited the site. 

9.      We are to realize an alternative slum policy framework for housing in Mumbai on 
June 24th instance. Ghar Banao Ghar Bachao Andolan will also hold its organizational 
conference with a few thousands active members on June 24th to reform its 
committees and plan the future strategies following Jan Aayog Report Release 
Program. It will be held at the same venue from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

  
An Appeal: 
  
Ghar Bachao Ghar Banao Andolan, a mass movement of slum dwellers in Mumbai 
now has the following activists, among others, giving their maximum time in 
mobilizing, organizing and struggle with reconstruction… 
  
Sumit Wajale, Madhuri Shivkar, Sandeep Yevle, Jamil Khan, Aneri Taskar, 
Santosh Thorat, Shriram, Mukesh, many from Golibar including Prerna Gaikwad, 
Ajit-ji, Aaba Tandel and others, Ajay Pandey, Raj Kumar, Imtiaz bhai, Sangeeta 
tai, Anwari, Nasreen, Rabia, Shabnam, Rachita, Shiraj, Bhan etc. We also have a 
team of advocates, Adv Shafi, Adv Westle, Adv Kaiyam, Adv Chetana, Adv. 
Reena with  Sr. Advocate Gayatri Singh and Mihir Desai, and Raj Awasthi in same 
cases. 
  
Our work including mass actions, legal actions and continuous struggle as well as 
some constructive activities require funds with expanding scope and increasing 
need. Our honorary advocates too need money for actual expenses on court cases. 
We appeal to you all to come forward and donate funds, in kind support such as 
tarpolins, clothes in good condition especially warm clothes & bed sheets, as well 
as stationary items & play materials for youths.  
  
Do offer, if possible, free service in printing and publishing.. 
  
We need supply of medicine for a weekly dispensary to be started in Sathe Nagar, 
Mankhurd in collaboration with DY Patil hospital, very soon. 
  



We are also looking for donors and sponsors for our ongoing Navnirman (stitching 
tailoring centre) Kendra and Jeevanshala (now closed due to lack of funds), which 
we can start and continue if consistent funding is available from any source. Apart 
from little membership fee which we collected a few years ago, our only hope is 
your generous support. 
  
Kindly send your support through  
  
MadhuriVariath 
Phone: 09820619174 
  
MadhuriShivkar 
Phone: 09892143242 
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Date: 27th April, 2013 

ACTION ALERT ACTION ALERT ACTION ALERT  

 

Act fast to stop repressive canal work in Narmada 
Valley 

 

Call and Fax Badwani Collector, Minister, MoEF, 
CM  

 

A Public Servant Tells this to People in a Democracy. 

Let Him Know What You Think About It. CALL, SMS Mob : 09425790303  



 
“ I have not come here for any dialogue with any of you (villagers) or the activists. Canal 
construction must be completed by 15th June, at any cost. The work will go on with police force, 
arresting your family, women and children as well if canal work is questioned.If any of you have 
problems, come to meet me at 10 p.m. or 2 p.m. in the mid-night at the police station. Contractors 
need not be worried about anything. Take my number, SDM’s number directly, if canal work is 
questioned. I am the law” 

Mr. Shriman Sahukla, 

Collector, District Badwani 

 

Friends, 

The events at Village Nandra, last month, must be fresh in your mind, where the 
farmers valiantly questioning the Omkareshwar canal work in violation of all 
environmental norms and rehabilitation 

were arrested, false case foisted and forcible excavation undertaken, by destroying 
standing crop. Your support is once again urgently needed, this time by the 
adivasis and farmers from other villages including Mandil, Mundla, Khadkal 
(Rajpur Tehsil, Badwani Dist) and Malangaon, Karoli, Chhota Barda etc. (Tehsil 
Manavar, Dist. Dhar), who are facing the repression of the BJP-led Madhya Pradesh 
Govt, which is pushing ahead the canal work in violation of all norms on 
agricultural safeguards, environmental compliance and rehabilitation.  

The Collector, Badwani with the BJP leaders and local MLA went to some of the 
adivasi villages Mandil, Mundla, in the Rajpur Tehsil yesterday (villages which 
MoEF Expert Committee had visited last year and issued recommendations), 
purportedly for inspection, but virtually had no meaningful dialogue with the poor 
adivasi-farmers and instead resorted to most vulgar abuse of the adivasis and 
unjustifiable threats given to the people and activists. 

 
“ I have not come here for any dialogue with any of you (villagers) or the activists. Canal 
construction must be completed by 15th June, at any cost. The work will go on with police force, 
arresting your family, women and children as well if canal work is questioned.If any of you have 
problems, come to meet me at 10 p.m. or 2 p.m. in the mid-night at the police station. Contractors 
need not be worried about anything. Take my number, SDM’s number directly, if canal work is 
questioned. I am the law” 

Mr. Shriman Sahukla, 

Collector, District Badwani 



The Collector was in no mood to listen to any of the issues raised by the people 
and was only harping on canal construction at any cost. The issue is not just of 
canals, but the absolutely arrogant and repressive attitude of the Collector and 
the ‘people’s representatives, which is being questioned by the adivasis and 
farmers in the notified scheduled area. 

The Collector in the presence of BJP leaders, contractors, enginners and NVDA 
officials virtually threatened the adivasis-farmers that no questioning of any sort with 
be tolerated. All this happened when the people were trying to tell them that while the 
canal has been dug many years ago, rest of the lands are also affected either by huge 
rubble deposited on un-acquired potions of land, severe water logging, 60% land 
oustees not provided alternative cultivable land etc. None of these issues were 
seriously heard or considered by the Collector and the politicians, including the local 
MLA,Mr. Devisingh Patel, who threatened the adivasis and insulted them, abusing 
them and the activist with most vulgar words, calling us ‘foreign agents! This 
situation of repression is similar in Malangaon, Karoli, Nandra and other villages 
and people are having to question this with the Expert Committee’s report in 
their hands. 

This approach is despite the fact that even the most recent MoEF Expert 
Committee’s 2nd Field Visit Report has concluded huge gaps in Narmada canal 
planning and work. The Expert Committee after visit to the villages in January, 2012 
and February 2013 recommended that farmers who have faced impacts of muck 
disposal or destruction of un-acquired land must be compensated, 60% land oustees 
not provided alternative cultivable land, on-farm safeguard measures must be 
completed before canal work, canals should not be pushed in irrigated villages at a 
distance of 3 kms from Narmada etc. The Collctor and politicians did not care to listen 
to any of these. 

The Expert Committee’s recommendation that the administration and NVDA must 
have dialogue with NBA and the farmers is being compleley flouted and the Collector 
himself has taken an extremely arrogant position that ‘no dialogue with NBA and the 
farmers’ will be tolerated. In this situation of complete repression and arrogance 
of the ruling party and the district / state administration, we request you to 
intervene most imemdiately since the excavation in complete disregard of all law 
and environmetal sagfegaurds may start anytime from today morning at Mandil 
and other villages. 

DEMAND:  

• Immediate implementation of all the recommendations of the MoEF 
Expert Monitoring Committee and execution of command area and 
farm safeguard measures before any canal construction and mitigation 
of health impacts.  

• Annual compensation for muck disposal on un-acquired land, 
destruction of standing crop due to water logging and alternative land 
based rehabilitation to farmers losing more than 60% land  



• Demand review of canals in irrigated villages and detailed consultation 
with farmers 

Put people first, urges Brics-from-Below 
March 28 2013 at 01:09pm  
By NOELENE BARBEAU 
The Mercury 

 

 

INLSA 

About 500 people from various civil society organisations marched peacefully through the 
Durban city centre to the International Convention Centre, stopping at the city hall to protest 
and dance. They were followed closely by police equipped with riot gear and in armoured 
vehicles. Picture: Doctor Ngcobo 

NGOs concluded their Brics-from-Below civil society summit on Wednesday with a march to 
Durban’s International Convention Centre, where the fifth Brics Summit is being held.  

There they hand over a memorandum which was accepted by a UN Ambassador on behalf of 
the Minister of International Relations and Co-operation, Maite Nkoana-Mashabane.  

It demanded that Africa not be carved up and that south Durban should not be moved to make 
way for a dig-out port.  

“We recognise how much is at stake. We are very worried about the potential for Brics heads 
of state and 15 allies among African elites to continue the processes of neocolonial extraction 
and destruction. The best example of this, close to home, is the south Durban port expansion 
and petro-chemical investment,” the memorandum read.  

The NGOs, including the South Durban Environmental Alliance and the University of 
KwaZulu-Natal’s Centre for Civil Society, met south Durban residents at Settlers Primary 
School, where pupils’ health has been affected by pollution from industries in the area.  



“The investments being planned by Brics elites, and in particular the South African 
government, do not do much to improve people’s lives. The solution to Brics is to be found 
below, across Africa,” the memorandum read.  

The only NGO allowed to attend the main summit was Oxfam Great Britain, which works to 
overcome poverty and suffering.  

Questions  

Commenting on the summit and in particular on the planned Brics Development Bank, 
Oxfam’s Steve Price-Thomas said there were still many unanswered questions on this issue.  

“What are they going to focus on? It’s essential to put poverty reduction at the centre of its 
mission. I know the bank will focus on infrastructure, but they need to make sure the needs of 
the poor are met,” he said. Almost half of the world’s poor people, said Price-Thomas, live in 
the Brics countries, and all the Brics apart from Brazil have increasing rates of inequality.  

He added that there needed to be a better water supply in rural areas, as well as free access to 
education and health care.  

“Brics leaders are blazing a trail in reforming the global financial architecture, but the devil is 
in the detail. If the Brics Bank fights poverty and inequality it could be a big success. But if it 
focuses only on big-ticket schemes that fail to directly benefit poor people, it could do more 
harm than good,” he said.  

noelene.barbeau@inl.co.za  

For Immediate Release                                                             Date: 14th March, 2013  

  
NAPM express solidarity with anti-Endosulfan fast:  

Demands immediate justice   

We express full solidarity with the indefinite fast being undertaken at Kasargod Kerala, 
seeking justice for the Endosulfan victims. We are deeply concerned and angered by the state 
government’s neglect of the plight of the victims, especially women, children and aged, for 
whom neither preventive nor curative health care measures are being effectively undertaken. 
There are ample amounts of physical and scientific evidence available of the 
dangerous impacts of Endosulfan, a highly toxic organochlorine pesticide on human and 
other beings.   

We condemn the attitude of Oomenchandy Government, which, despite, full knowledge of 
the serious situation and in spite of requests from the people and their organizations has not 
responded in an adequate manner nor has it they taken any legal and punitive action against 
the authorities concerned and the industries who have been involved in a criminal way. We 
express our deep concerns for those fasting including Mohan-ji, as the fast has reached its 
25th days and shall squarely hold the Government responsible for the health and safety of 
those on fast.   



We believe that the Government is fully liable for the irreversible damages to populace not 
just at Kasargod, but also Idukki, Palakkad, Dakshin Kannada, Kodagu and Udupi. We 
demand reparation from the government and criminal action against the pesticides 
companies. We are of the firm opinion that the life of citizens and the natural resources of 
this country are far more important than the profits which companies will make at our cost. 
We also demand immediate justice to the thousands of families who have lost their dear ones 
due to Endosulphan spray and seek immediate government intervention for complete health 
care of thousands others who continue to suffer due to severe physical and mental 
deformities. We condemn the rabid advocacy of business interests over people's interest and 
demand a complete ban on the use of Endosulfan and other such pesticides. 
  
We express our deep anguish at the attitude of both the Central and State Governments, the 
Corporations who are responsible for the creation of irreparable and serious health disorders 
on our population and support the demands of the Endosulfan Protest Action Committee, 
Kasargod (Endosulfan Virudha Samara Samithi), including:  
  

1.      A permanent ban on Endosulfan all over the country.  
2.      Proper relief, rehabilitation and compensation to all the survivors of Endosulfan. 
3.      Severe legal action including criminal prosecution of the corporates, central and 
state government authorities who were responsible for causing & continuing to cause 
irreversible health disaster on the victims & their families , 
4.      A complete review and assessment on the use of chemical pesticides in India by 
unbiased researchers. 
5.      A permanent ban of all dangerous chemical pesticides which are already banned 
in other countries & which have a potential of serious public health & ecological 
disasters, issues of Safety & Bio-safety be given priority over commercial interest.  

Medha Patkar            C. R. 
Neelakandan      Krishnakant   Madhuresh      Seela      Meera  

  

Contact: 09423965153 | 09818905316 
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Thursday, 28 February 2013 

Worlds in movement… 

Mumbai-Delhi Sangharsh Yatra 



(Mumbai-Delhi Struggle March) 

(alongside proposed Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor, from March 8 to 19, 2013) 

Against indiscriminate acquisition of agricultural land, massive displacement, 
undermining sovereignty of gram sabhas, and colossal loss of life and livelihood 

 Thanks, Madhuresh, and in solidarity ! 

JS 

fwd 

Begin forwarded message: 
 
 
Tens of thousands take to the streets in Hong Kong over a denied TV broadcast license. 

 

 

John Treat 

Johannesburg, South Africa 

E-mail: john.treat@gmail.com 

Mobile: +27 72 202 7950 

Fax: +27 86 660 3612 

Skype: johntreat 

 

 

 

Begin forwarded message: 

 

 

  

  

  

 <http://www.thestandard.com.hk/news_detail.asp?pp_cat=30&art_id=138696&sid=406732

93&con_type=3> 

http://www.thestandard.com.hk/news_detail.asp?pp_cat=30&art_id=138696&sid=40673293&con_

type=3 

 

 The HK govt granted another two tycoons the licence but not this one.  The reason is 

obvious:  the other two are, like the present operating two big TVs, cronies of the HK govt and those 

of the Beijing govt.  This lack of transparency and suspicion prompted the people to take to the 

street.  

  

 and this one:  

  

  

  Thousands protest to 'defend Hong Kong's core values' 

 after failed HKTV licence bid 

  



  

 HKTV chairman Ricky Wong says rule of law at stake as thousands protest at licence decision 

 PUBLISHED : Monday, 21 October, 2013,  

  

  

  

 <http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/article/1336074/thousands-protest-defend-hong-

kongs-core-values-after-failed-hktv> http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-

kong/article/1336074/thousands-protest-defend-hong-kongs-core-values-after-failed-hktv 

 

 <http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/article/1336074/thousands-protest-defend-hong-

kongs-core-values-after-failed-hktv>  

 Tens of thousands of protesters in black T-shirts marched to the government headquarters 

in Admiralty yesterday claiming that the decision to deny Hong Kong Television Networks (HKTV) a 

free-to-air TV licence was a threat to the city's core values. 

  

  

 HKTV chairman Ricky Wong Wai-kay, who did not take part in the rally, said the issue was no 

longer about giving viewers more choice but whether the authorities respected people's needs and 

whether Hong Kong was still governed by the rule of law. 

  

  

  

 About 100 HKTV staff formed a "justice alliance" and said they would camp at the Tamar site 

until an explanation was given to the company, which lost out last week when the government 

granted only two licences, to i-Cable's Fantastic TV and PCCW's Hong Kong Television Entertainment. 

The staff protesters will show HKTV shows on large projectors every night at 8pm. 

  

  

 Police said 36,000 people joined the rally. HKTV suggested 80,000 may have taken part, but 

this was only an estimate as there had not been an official count. 

  

  

 The march was organised via a Facebook page that has attracted nearly 500,000 "likes". 

  

  

 Some protesters called on the government and Executive Council to explain the rationale 

behind the issuing of licences as documents leaked to the media revealed there were no reasons not 

to issue three. When the government decided to open the TV market in 1998 it said there would be 

no cap on licence numbers. 

 Civic Party lawmaker Claudia Mo Man-ching compared the rally with last year's movement 

against plans for a national education curriculum, which the government eventually shelved. 

  

  

 HKTV staff and artistes made tearful speeches asking why their efforts to raise the TV 

industry to a new level were denied without reasons. Members of the public accused the 

government of crushing the city's core values. 

 Gallery: Hongkongers take to the streets to protest over free-to-air TV licences 

<http://www.scmp.com/photos/recent/all/1336446>  

  

 <http://www.scmp.com/photos/recent/all/1336446>  



 "Under the Lion Rock, we believe if we endeavour, we succeed. But the government has 

made it a myth now," said Jean Tsang, a housewife in her 50s. 

  

  

 Exco convenor Lam Woon-kwong and the president of the Legislative Council, Jasper Tsang 

Yok-sing, called on the government to explain its criteria in granting free-to-air licences. Tsang said 

the government could reveal "the assessment of the applicants' competitiveness". 

  

  

 Lam and justice secretary Rimsky Yuen Kwok-keung said procedural justice was upheld 

during the vetting process. 

  

  

 Labour Party lawmaker Cyd Ho Sau-lan wrote to Legco's information technology and 

broadcasting panel requesting Exco to disclose secret papers about the recommendation. 

  

 The Commerce and Economic Development Bureau repeated that no political considerations 

or desire to protect existing market players were involved. 

 

 

 

Open letter to President Dilma Rousseff from Brazil’s social movements 

(Excellent video - http://blogdotas.terra.com.br/2013/06/18/a-nossa-comentarista-politica/ - in 

JennaMarbles-type style mixed with clips of the struggle) 

 

Autor: ADERE, et al. / Alainet.org 

 

This week, Brazil has witnessed mobilisations across 15 capital cities and hundreds of other cities. 

We are in agreement with the statements coming out of these protests, which affirm the 

importance of these mobilisations for Brazilian democracy, because we are conscious of the fact that 

the changes we need in this country will come through popular mobilisation. 

 

More than a conjectural phenomenon, the recent mobilisations are a sign of the gradual renewal of 

the capacity for popular struggle. It was this popular resistance that paved the way for the electoral 

results [of Brazil s trade union based Workers Party (PT)] of 2002, 2006 and 2010. Our people, not 

satisfied by neoliberal measures, voted for a different project. In order to implement this project, it 

was necessary to confront great resistance, primarily from rentier capital and neoliberal sectors that 

continue to have a lot of weight in society. 

 

But it was also necessary to confront the limits imposed by last-minute allies, an internal bourgeoisie 

who in challenging government policies impeded the realisation of structural reforms, as is the case 

in the areas of urban reform and public transport. 

 

The international crisis has blocked growth, and with it the continuity of the project pushed by this 

broad front that, until now, has sustained the [PT] government. 

 

The recent mobilisations are being carried out by a diverse cross section of youth who, for the first 

time, are participating in mobilisations. This process educates its participants, allowing them to 

understand the necessity of confronting those who are holding back Brazil from moving forward in 

this process of democratisation of wealth, of access to health, education, land, culture, political 

participation and the media. 



 

Conservative sectors within society are trying to dispute the significance of these mobilisations. The 

media is trying to portray the movement as anti-Dilma, as against corrupt politicians, against the 

wasting of public money and other demands that would impose the return of neoliberalism. We 

believe that there are many demands, just as there are many opinions and visions of the world 

present in society. We are dealing with a cry of indignation from a people historically excluded from 

national political life and accustomed to seeing politics as something that is damaging to society. 

 

Given all this, President, we write to you to express our position in support of policies that guarantee 

the reduction of public transport fares by reducing the profits of the big companies. We are against 

the policies of tax exemptions for these companies. 

 

Now is the time for the government to implement these democratic and popular demands and 

stimulate the participation and politicisation of society. We commit to promoting all types of 

debates around these issues and we place ourselves at your disposition to also debate them with the 

government and its institutions. 

 

We propose the urgent convening of a national meeting, involving the participation of state 

governments, mayoral offices of the main capital cities and representatives of all the social 

movements. For our part, we are open to dialogue, and believe that this meeting is the only manner 

of finding a way to confront the grave urban crisis that is affecting our big cities. 

 

The time is right. These are the largest mobilisations that the current generation has seen and other 

major ones will follow. We hope that the current government decides to govern with the people and 

not against the people. 

 

Signed 

 

Movimentos da Via Campesina Brasil, ADERE-MG, AP, Barão de Itararé, CIMI, CMP-MMC/SP, CMS, 

Coletivo Intervozes, CONEN, Consulta Popular, CTB, CUT, Fetraf, FNDC, FUP, Juventude Koinonia, 

Levante Popular da Juventude, MAB, MAM, MCP, MMM, MPA, MST, SENGE/PR, Sindipetro SP, 

SINPAF, UBES, UBM, UJS, UNE, UNEGRO 
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The Prairie Fire That Swept Brazil 

 

by LAURA CARLSEN 

 

With a million people demonstrating in the streets of cities throughout Brazil, everyone’s scrambling 

to understand how a twenty-cent bus fare hike turned into a social revolt. 

 

Government officials are the most surprised. President Dilma Rousseff hastily cancelled a long-

planned trip to Japan and has called an emergency meeting of her cabinet. Her first response was to 

herald the protests as a sign of participatory democracy. Now that response seems to be evolving as 

she recognizes the significance of the unexpected grassroots movement. 

 

Taking a harder line on Saturday she stated, “We will not live with a violence that shames Brazil; with 

balance and calmness—but also with firmness—we will guarantee rights and liberty.” At stake for 

the government are two things that they care deeply about: the millions in foreign revenue that will 

supposedly pour in during the mega-events and the image of Brazil as a modern, upcoming leader in 

a multipolar world. 

 

No one expected the prairie-fire spread of the protests over the past few weeks. It’s been a wake-up 

call for leaders in federal government and for local governments in the major cities, some of the 

ruling Labor Party (PT), such as the capital Sao Paulo where it started,  and others of opposition 

parties. But government officials are scratching their heads over what exactly it is they are waking up 

to. 

 

The Free Fare Movement started the ball rolling on June 7, when it called the demonstrations to 

protests the fare hikes. This is nothing new—protesting fare hikes and demanding free and quality 

public transportation is what the movement does. 

 

Even a leader of the movement, Caio Martins, is not quite sure why this year’s protest caught on like 

it did. In an interview <http://www.brasildefato.com.br/node/13259>  with Brazil de Fato, he replied 

that something had changed in people’s aspirations. “First, because it caught the people’s 

imagination.” 

 

He added, “To talk about the fare hikes is to talk about the situation in the cities, and transportation 

is an essential element.” 

 

What’s the situation in the cities that led people into the streets? Brazil has among the most 

expensive public transportation systems in the world, as well as being aggravatingly inefficient. 

Privatized years ago, the buses get stuck in traffic and take up inordinate amounts of people’s time 

and money. 

 

Demonstrations started in Sao Paulo, the usually staid capital and financial center of the country. 

There the contrast between the majority of the population and the elite shows in their way of 

getting around. The rich fly in private helicopters that buzz through the airways over the congested 

streets below. 

 

That sense of being stuck below, with the wealthy few above, has played a huge role in igniting 

protests. The PT government beginning with President Lula da Silva initiated social programs that 

greatly reduced poverty and hunger throughout the nation. But the strict adherence to neoliberal 

growth places a priority on maintaining the privileges of the wealthy and some widely publicized 



corruption scandals have created an image of at least part of the political elite partaking of those 

privileges—all  at the expense of the majority. Inequality continues to plague Brazil and recent 

increases in the cost of living have gouged the middle class. 

 

The second image that sparked indignation in the protests also reflects the pandering to a privileged 

few. Brazil’s preparations for the World Cup in 2014 and the Olympics in 2016 have syphoned away 

billions of dollars of public funds. The new mega-stadiums, airports and hotels will not be shared by 

the masses of the soccer-loving public. <http://www.cipamericas.org/archives/6434>  They will 

accommodate an international elite that can afford to pay the high ticket prices for far fewer but 

more luxury seats. Not only do the poor receive little benefits from this expenditure, but the 

infrastructure projects have led todisplacement of poor families 

<http://www.cipamericas.org/archives/9113> , especially around the stadiums. 

 

Signs at protests bear messages like, “As you watch the ball roll, we need schools and hospitals.” The 

arrogance of the FIFA–the international football federation–kindled popular anger. The in-your-face 

inequality represented by the corrupt and wealthy soccer federation landing like a ton of bricks in 

poor Brazilian slums provoked signs like, “We want schools and healthcare of the same quality that 

the FIFA bosses have” and, “The World Cup for whom?” In Rio, the organization Rio da Paz scattered 

the beaches with soccer balls marked with crosses. 

 

FIFA head Joseph Blatter attempted to wash his hands of the conflict and instead inflamed it, stating 

to Brazil’s Globo TV <http://www.cbc.ca/sports/soccer/opinion/2013/06/sepp-blatters-comments-

wont-silence-brazil-protesters.html> , “Brazil asked to host the World Cup. We did not impose the 

World Cup on Brazil. They knew that to host a good World Cup they would naturally have to build 

stadiums.” 

 

The promise that the massive public investment in infrastructure would serve the people is not 

working out, and instead the poor are paying a heavy price international sporting events for the 

elite. The FIFA has demanded the suspension of basic civil liberties for the games and imposed its 

own rules to monopolize sales and income related to the games. 

 

The demonstrations feed not only on sympathy for the causes, but also on indignation caused by the 

military police’s heavy-handed response. <http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rY-01fAYSBk>  

Repression has been widespread. The military police are a sore point for many Brazilians, a remnant 

of the dictatorship, trained in putting down popular uprisings and other mechanisms of social 

control. Although small groups of demonstrators have turned violent, with acts of vandalism 

reported in some places, the police’s extensive use of tear gas, rubber bullets and beatings have 

enraged the public. 

 

Watching the videos, perhaps the most impressive characteristic of the protests is the highly 

energized presence of youth. While this is relatively common in other Latin American nations, 

especially in the past few years, it’s new in Brazil. Brazilian youth now join other young people 

throughout the world who feel hemmed into a bleak future and are ready to do something about it. 

 

As protests have progressed, more people from the favelas have joined the primarily middle class 

demonstrations. Overall, it’ has become a broad-based mix of interests and people, with polls 

showing that the majority of Brazilians support the protests. 

 

The city governments rescinded the fare hikes in an attempt to quell protests, but the 

demonstrations continued over the weekend, especially in Salvador de Bahia and Belo Horizonte. 



Broader demands to remove public transportation from the private sector, to fund schools and 

hospitals, and against the FIFA and corruption in general, among others, keep people in the streets. 

 

The movement originally under the umbrella of the Free Fare Movement is so broad and amorphous 

that there isn’t a formal petition. The protests now are the public space to express discontent with a 

society that has seen its economy and the aspirations of its population grow, while generating a 

sense that the majority is not seeing the benefits it’s entitled to. The movement’s lack of leadership 

and coordination is seem by some as a risk factor and by others as an encouraging sign of citizens 

acting for a better society. 

 

Even as protesters launched offensives on government buildings in Brasilia, the demonstrations are 

not directed at specific parties or politicians, nor is it likely they will be appeased by solutions 

brokered by a political elite. 

 

As one of the signs confiscated near the Fonte Nova Stadium as the Brazilian team faced off with the 

Italians —in normal times, a ritual of nationalist pride—said: 

<http://www.jornada.unam.mx/2013/06/23/politica/002n1pol>  “We’re in the street to change 

Brazil.” No more, no less. 

 

 Laura Carlsen is an international relations analyst and director of the CIP Americas Program 

www.cipamericas.org <http://www.cipamericas.org/archives/www.cipamericas.org>  
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Bread, Circuses and Discontent 

 

Brazil 2013: Mass Demonstrations, the World Cup, and 500 Years of Oppression 

 

by TOMAS ROTTA 

 

Brazil has a long history of top-down reforms that have inadequately addressed the profound 

inequality that divides the country. The mass demonstrations, provoked by public transportation 

fare increases and World Cup costs, are finally calling attention to issues that cannot be solved by 

minor changes, indicating things might be different this time. 

 

In order to address the systemic inequality beneath Brazil’s idyllic image of samba and soccer, there 

must be a social and political rupture. The billions of dollars already being spent on the upcoming 

2014 World Cup have rightly angered millions of Brazilians who live without social infrastructure and 

lack basic public goods. 

 

People of all political inclinations have taken to the streets in major cities around the country. Police 

violence against demonstrators in São Paulo at the beginning of the protest triggered nation-wide 

mass demonstrations with a broad range of demands targeting all forms of social inequality. The 

state reaction to the movement has brought to the surface 500 years of repressed anger and 

frustration towards deep inequality. 

 

Brazil has long been one of the most unequal places on the planet and is haunted by a history of 

slavery and oppression. Five centuries ago the Portuguese colonizers killed and enslaved millions of 



indigenous inhabitants to enrich themselves with minerals and sugar cane. Soon after, Brazil became 

the largest African country outside of Africa, receiving nearly 40% of all slaves brought to the entire 

American continent [1]. This economic system based upon the slavery and oppression of black, 

indigenous, and poor people lasted for almost four centuries. The legacy of slavery is present in our 

daily lives; for example, virtually all middle-class and upper-class housing is built with small attached 

rooms for the domestic servants, very much resembling the slave senzalas attached to masters’ 

mansions [2]. 

 

The first reform in Brazil came in 1822 with independence. Not a great change in practice, and 

certainly not a rupture. The Brazilian ruling class declared independence from Portugal while keeping 

the royal Portuguese family in power [3]. The son of the king of Portugal was immediately declared 

emperor of the newly “independent” empire of Brazil, and when he fled the country his royal son 

took charge. 

 

The second reform came in 1888 when landlords officially ended the slave system. Again, change 

without rupture. Brazil was the last country in the world to end slavery, a top-down phenomena of 

bowing to English pressure to expand its trade empire. No problem at all for the rich, they were 

already exploiting cheap immigrant labor under harsh conditions similar to serfdom [3] [4]. 

 

The third reform came one year later in 1889 when the ruling class declared the Empire’s 

transformation into a modern capitalist republic. No popular movements, no popular participation; 

just a simple business deal among the rich [3] [4]. 

 

The fourth reform came in 1929 when Getulio Vargas put an end to the political deal between the 

elites of São Paulo and Minas Gerais states. Vargas came from the south of the counrty and used his 

political leadership and military command to orchestrate a coup d’état against the landlords that 

had been controlling the federal government since 1889 — but Vargas himself was a landlord. Again, 

change with no rupture. Under Vargas from 1930 to 1945 the economy was industrialized, and to a 

degree nationalized.  Vargas enacted the labor legislation that is still in place in Brazil today, while at 

the same time repressing communists and other challenges from below. The presidents that 

followed him also maintained the same order. ‘Order and progress’ was the motto. Industrialize and 

guarantee that the powerful remained powerful [3] [4]. 

 

This began to change slowly in the early 1960s when João Goulart came into office and modestly 

expanded workers’ rights. Goulart’s leftist inclinations and approximations with Castro and Mao 

were the last straw that the ruling class was waiting for. In 1964 he was removed from power in a 

military coup that established a dictatorship for the next 21 years. The army repressed popular 

demands by force and imprisonment, thus ensuring continuing profits for the rich. 

 

The decades of military dictatorship destroyed any hopes of land reform and of a decent public 

education system for the masses. Brazil became even more unequal in both urban cities and rural 

areas. A single family could own more land in Brazil than the total area of a Western European 

country. Just try to imagine what it means for a single person to own as much land as Belgium while 

having control over the press media, TV channels, and voters [5] [6]. These capitalist landlords were 

the so-called coronéis. 

 

One of these coronéis, José Sarney, became the first civilian president in 1985 after the end of direct 

military control. No popular votes, just a political arrangement among the rich to withdraw the army 

and install the rich and powerful in office. As with every other major episode in Brazilian history, the 

people were again under a system commanded from the top. Sarney still currently presides over the 

Senate. 



 

It was also during the period of military dictatorship that the first wave of truly bottom-up social 

movements formed. Beginning with the general strikes in the state of São Paulo, Lula and the 

Workers’ Party (PT) led popular mass demonstrations against oppression and inequality. The 

developments from 1978 to 1989 were a major shift in the fight for social democracy [7] [8].  

Interestingly, these movements arose at the same time as the neoliberal agendas of Reagan, 

Tatcher, and Mitterand were taking hold of developed countries. The Workers’ Party set the exact 

opposite agenda with its general strikes: it was time for social democracy in Brazil. Another reform 

without rupture. 

 

The greatest victory of the Workers’ Party came in 1988 with the institution of a new Constitution. 

This was probably the first major victory truly organized from the bottom up [7] [8]. The Constitution 

institutionalized the rule of private property, markets, and capitalism. It also guaranteed the rights of 

workers and many other progressive reforms while these victories were being chipped away by the 

neoliberal agenda elsewhere in the world. 

 

The partial victory was so significant that every government that followed in office systematically 

tried to undo it. Due to explicit media manipulation, Lula, the union leader who led the Workers’ 

Party, lost the 1989 presidential election. It was the end of the social-democrat dream in Brazil. Once 

more, the ruling class managed to keep their government in power. From 1990 to 2002, Brazilians 

faced subsequent waves of neoliberal reforms that aimed at destroying all the popular gains 

obtained from 1978 to 1989 [7] [8]. Beginning in the 1990s, the neoliberal era brought privatization, 

high unemployment rates, massive layoffs, world record-high interest rates, bailouts to banks, trade 

and financial liberalization, and de-industrialization [9]. Once again, the system of inequality 

preserved its five-century hold on Brazil. 

 

The rich and powerful have maintained their dominance through five centuries of Brazil’s history, 

managing challenges with a mix of repression and reform. Half of the Brazilian population has 

insufficient access to clean water, sewers, and decent education. Even now in the twentieth-first 

Century most are functional illiterates. Some Brazilians are among the richest people in the world, 

and live a life as if they were in Switzerland; but among us there are also the poorest in the world—

the majority that continues to live a life not substantially different from the times of open slavery 

[10]. 

 

The five-century history of Brazil is undoubtedly a history of oppression, of the very rich against the 

masses of the poor. We were systematically told that the government had no money to invest in 

education and healthcare. Paradoxically, from the same mouths that spoke those words there came 

the message that they would invest billions and billions to prepare the country for . . . soccer. The 

portrait of a Brazilian that loves sport above all else clashes with the chant “fuck the World Cup” 

now heard on the streets [11]. 

 

Now the streets are on fire all across the country. The original demand was to lower bus and subway 

fares; but against this history of inequality and exploitation, high bus fares and police violence 

triggered something much deeper. We all know that there is something fundamentally wrong in our 

country. So, what you see on your screen is the problem that the rich have created for themselves. It 

is the outcome of 500 years of unmet popular demands. 

 

São Paulo is now the scene for daily riots ignited by the question of inefficient and expensive 

transportation. The city’s public transportation system has been in the hands of the state since 1946, 

operating efficiently with well-paid drivers and staff. In the early 1990s Luiza Erundina, the city’s first 

leftist mayor and member of the Workers’ Party, advocated a no-fare system. Her plan was to 



finance a free public transportation system for all by taxing business and wealthy households. This 

plan prompted rebellion by the rich. The bourgeoisie lobbied, campaigned, and undermined 

Erundina’s plan to redistribute the costs of transportation. She lost the battle. Even worse, Paulo 

Maluf, her corrupt right wing successor, privatized bus and subway lines all at once in 1995. 

 

Following the familiar neoliberal script, Maluf shifted the ownership of the public transportation 

system in Brazil’s largest city to private mafias that formed a cartel to control fare prices [12]. The 

three enterprises that control the transportation system in São Paulo own the largest number of 

public buses in the whole world. The public transportation business in Sao Paulo is simultaneously 

one of the most inefficient and profitable enterprises in Brazil [13]. Ostensibly regulated by the city 

government, the bus companies’ books are black boxes that few have dared to open. Marta Suplicy, 

the last mayor that openly discussed the subject, had to start wearing a bulletproof jacket in public. 

 

Residents of São Paulo typically spend hours going to and coming back from work. A poor person 

that lives in the sprawling outskirts of São Paulo spends an average of three hours commuting to 

work every day inside noisy, packed, and expensive buses, subways, and urban trains. 

Transportation costs in São Paulo are the highest in the world relative to wages. Residents of São 

Paulo must work ten times as many hours as residents of Buenos Aires to pay for transportation, and 

more than twice a worker in Paris [14]. With the privatization of the system, drivers lost their 

benefits, faced reduced compensations, and had their labor unions severely undermined. 

 

The Free Fare Movement (Movimento Passe Livre, or simply MPL) arose as a response to this 

ongoing crisis. Some eight years ago the MPL began organizing workshops, collective discussions, 

and demonstrations all over the country. Its militants are mostly university students and other young 

people involved in various social movements. Working outside Brazil’s party system, free from 

electoral pressures, the MPL created a horizontal organization with the goal of fighting for a no fare 

policy in urban centers as part of a broader vision for social justice. The MPL was the spark behind 

these historic demonstrations. 

 

What began as a targeted campaign for free public transportation in a city with chronic 

transportation issues soon became entangled in a much broader and diffuse outcry for social justice. 

The MPL and the violent police response have somehow led the masses to finally speak out about 

inequality. Mass demonstrations now pop up in stadiums hosting the Confederations Cup, highways, 

and streets of major Brazilian cities, and even around the National Congress and the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs in Brasília. Protests are also occurring in business centers, middle class 

neighborhoods, and slums. 

 

It is difficult to characterize the movement and the situation is changing quickly. This is not a 

communist takeover. The movement is not radical and not sufficiently politicized. So far, it has been 

a scream against the immense inequality and oppression that Brazilians have suffered.  There is also 

the increasing threat that reactionary groups could hijack this political moment. After the backlash 

against police repression during the early marches, conservative forces shifted quickly from 

repression to co-optation. Subsequently, virtually all the media and the right-wing parties have been 

in favor of the demonstrators, and attempted to use them to their advantage against the Workers’ 

Party and the federal government, substituting a nebulous anti-corruption platform for other 

demands. A quick look at the newspapers Folha de São Paulo, Estado de São Paulo, and the 

broadcasting network Rede Globo is revealing. Conservatives are turning the protest on its head. 

Left-leaning protesters struggle for more radical reforms while right-wingers use reactionary 

campaigns against government corruption to weaken the center-left Workers’ Party. With a weak 

leftist vanguard and no clear political drive, the demonstrators have the potential to set the stage for 

a broader reactionary political response. 



 

Despite these manipulations, the demands from the streets call for a rupture, and not reform of the 

old institutions. This is a rare outcry in Brazil’s 500 years of profound inequality. Brazilians finally 

appear to be tiring of minor changes that have brought no systemic rupture. 

 

Workers’ Party governments have brought change since Lula assumed the presidency in 2003, but it 

was partial and compromised. Lula shifted the income distribution to help the miserable: more social 

programs, higher minimum wage, and higher employment rates. This was made possible by a 

favorable international scenario that allowed him to help the poor without confronting the interests 

of the rich. Brazil’s huge trade surpluses generated the funds to finance social programs without 

compromising the gains of the bourgeoisie. However, the world financial crisis beginning in 2008 

undermined the conditions for this scenario. Dilma now faces a different challenge. To help the poor 

she will have to confront the rich. With recent cutbacks of government expenditures and low GDP 

growth rates the dispute between rich and poor becomes a zero-sum game. The poor want more 

social programs, more government investment, and more income redistribution. However, the 

Dilma administration has failed to deliver. 

 

Recent events have crystalized the Workers’ Party separation from the mass movements from which 

it originated. No new political vanguard has emerged to represent the people’s concerns. The door 

remains open for right wing hijacking of popular unrest. 

 

The situation is very fluid and the outcome remains uncertain.  The traditional political leaders are 

stunned, and have proven they don’t know how to react. The Workers’ Party is held down by the 

burden of the political compromises that it has made with the bourgeoisie during the past decade. 

Fernando Haddad, recently elected mayor of São Paulo, and Geraldo Alkmin governor of São Paulo, 

resisted rescinding the fare increase as demanded by the Free Fare Movement until over 100,000 

flooded the streets. Unfortunately, the decision to cancel the fare increases will come at the cost of 

shifting even more public money through subsidies to the private transportation cartels. In the end 

the population is paying for the fare hike anyway through taxes. 

 

The very rich are also unquiet. They are expecting to get billions in profits from the World Cup in 

2014 and the Olympics in 2016. Transnational capitalist corporations such as FIFA are aware that 

escalating demonstrations might affect their gains. Ironically, soccer might turn out to be not so 

profitable in the country known to be its most fervent supporter. Pharaonic stadium projects stand 

in sharp contrast to the lack of hospitals, decent public transportation, and schools for the masses—

the same masses that will not have money to purchase the extremely expensive tickets. The bread 

and circuses policies have finally produced their own opposite, discontent. Who would have thought 

of that in Brazil? 

 

Tomas Rotta is a PhD candidate in the economics program at the University of Massachusetts 

Amherst. I was raised in São Paulo, Brazil. 
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brics-from-below! 

 

  

 

join a civil society summit during the 

 

Brazil-Russia-India-China-South Africa  

 

heads-of-state summit in Durban, March 22-27 

 

 



 

 

In Durban, South Africa, five heads of state meet on March 26-27, to assure the rest of Africa that 

their countries’ corporations are better investors in infrastructure, mining, oil and agriculture than 

the traditional European and US multinationals. The Brazil-Russia-India-China-SA (BRICS) summit will 

also include 16 heads of state from Africa, including some notorious tyrants. A new $50 billion ‘BRICS 

Bank’ will probably be launched.  

 

        Given how much is at stake, critical civil society must scrutinise the claims, the processes and 

the outcomes of the BRICS summit and its aftermath. From 22-27 March, from university to 

townships to the city centre, join us to learn about social, ecological, political and economic 

concerns – and resistances – and contribute to the brics-from-below strategy of rebuilding BRICS, 

bottom up, by centering on the concerns of oppressed Africa. 

 

  

 

critical voices must now be heard 

 

  

 

Civil society critics point to four groups of problems in all the BRICS: 

 

·         socio-economic rights violations, including severe inequality, poverty, unemployment, disease, 

inadequate education and healthcare, costly basic services and housing, constraints on labour 

organising, and extreme levels of violence, especially against women (such as the high-profile 

rapes/murders of Delhi student Jyoti Singh Pandey last December 16, and in South Africa, of Anene 

Booysen on February 2 in Bredasdorp, Reeva Steenkamp on February 14 in Pretoria, and countless 

others); 

 

·         political and civil rights violations, such as widespread police brutality, increased securitisation 

of our societies, militarisation and arms trading, prohibitions on protest, rising media repression and 

official secrecy, activist jailings and torture, debilitating patriarchy and homophobia, and even state-

sanctioned massacres (including in Durban where the notorious Cato Manor police hit squad 

executed more than 50 suspects in recent years); 

 

·         regional domination by BRICS economies, including extraction of hinterland raw materials, and 

promotion of ‘Washington Consensus’ ideology which reduces poor countries’ policy space (for 

example, in the BRICS 2012 donation of $75 billion to the International Monetary Fund with the 

mandate that the IMF be more ‘nasty’, according to South African Finance Minister Pravin Gordhan, 

or in the desire of China, Brazil and India to revitalise the World Trade Organisation to maximise 

their trading power against weaker neighbours); and 

 

·         ‘maldevelopment’ based on elite-centric, consumerist, financialised, eco-destructive, climate-

insensitive, nuclear-powered strategies which advance corporate and parastatal profits, but which 

create multiple crises within all the BRICS (as witnessed during the Marikana Massacre carried out by 

police on behalf of Lonmin platinum corporation last August, and in South Durban where R225 

billion ($25 bn) in white-elephant state infrastructure subsidies for chaotic port, freight and 

petrochemical industry expansion – and more labour-broking exploitation – are being vigorously 

resisted by victim communities).     

 



Confusingly to some, BRICS regimes carry out this agenda at the same time they offered radical, 

even occasionally ‘anti-imperialist’ rhetoric, accompanied by mainly trivial diplomatic actions. Yet 

the BRICS alliance is incoherent, as shown in the elites’ debilitating disagreement over who would 

lead the IMF and World Bank in 2011-12. In the UN Security Council, BRICS countries seek greater 

power for themselves, not the collective: repeated bids for permanent membership by India, Brazil 

and South Africa are opposed by Russia and China. And recall the humiliation we suffered when 

Beijing told Pretoria’s Home Affairs Minister (now African Union chairperson) Nkozasana Dlamini-

Zuma not to grant a visa to the Dalai Lama to attend Archbishop Tutu’s 80th birthday party in 2011, 

or attend a 2009 Tibet solidarity gathering. We seem to have lost foreign policy autonomy to 

Chinese whims. 

 

 

 

 

BRICS in Durban: latest corporate carve-up of Africa 

 

  

 

Meanwhile, the African continent has been overwhelmed by BRICS corporations. The rate of trade 

between Africa and the major emerging economies – especially China – rose from 5 to 20 percent of 

all commerce since 1994, when apartheid ended. Destructive though it often is, one of Pretoria’s 

leading objectives, according to deputy foreign minister Marius Fransman, is that ‘South Africa 

presents a gateway for investment on the continent, and over the next 10 years the African 

continent will need $480 billion for infrastructure development.’ 

 

        ‘Resource Curse’ maldevelopment often follows such infrastructure. This is also true, 

geopolitically, when it comes to facilitating BRICS investments. In January 2013, for example, 

Pretoria deployed 400 troops to the Central African Republic during a coup attempt because ‘We 

have assets there that need protection,’ according to deputy foreign minister Ebrahim Ebrahim. 

Allegations by a former South African official are that these mineral interests include uranium 

arranged via corrupt heads-of-state collaboration, and has Ebrahim confirmed that Pretoria sent 

sophisticated arms to the brutal regime of François Bozizé. Other extreme cases are the Democratic 

Republic of the Congo where Johannesburg-based mining capital (AngloGold Ashanti) paid off 

warlords in a region where five million people were killed, and Zimbabwe where Chinese firms and a 

military junta – along with SA businesses – prop up President Robert Mugabe’s rule, together looting 

the country of billions of dollars worth of diamonds. 

 

        In 2010, 17 out of Africa’s top 20 companies were South African, even after extreme capital 

flight from Johannesburg a decade earlier, which saw Anglo American, De Beers, SA Breweries and 

Old Mutual relocate to London. These firms’ post-apartheid role as ‘new imperialists’ was of ‘great 

concern’, according to leading South African politician Jeff Radebe (now Minister of Justice): ‘There 

are strong perceptions that many South African companies working elsewhere in Africa come across 

as arrogant, disrespectful, aloof and careless in their attitude towards local business communities, 

work-seekers and even governments.’  

 

        Just as in Cecil John Rhodes’ day, the greed of South African business is backed by government 

officials, through the (failed) New Partnership for Africa’s Development – praised as  ‘philosophically 

spot on’ by the Bush Administration – and useless African Peer Review Mechanism. More recently, 

South Africa’s National Development Plan conceded that there is a ‘perception of the country as a 

regional bully.’  

 



        In bullying Africa, the traditional SA, US, European, Australian and Canadian corporations have 

been joined by major firms from China, India and Brazil. Their looting has mainly built upon colonial 

infrastructural foundations – road, rail, pipeline and port expansion – connected to mines, 

plantations, petroleum and gas. 

 

        For these reasons, will Durban 2013 be known as the logical successor to Africa’s initial carve-

up: Berlin 1885? 

 

  

 

climate crisis amplified by ‘BASIC’ polluters 

 

  

 

Africa’s fate depends upon halting greenhouse gas emissions; the Darfur conflict is considered the 

world’s first war caused by climate change, and much more geopolitical upheaval will follow unless 

global warming is prevented. The climate crisis could kill 185 million Africans unnecessarily this 

century, according to Christian Aid.  

 

        Ignoring this extreme threat, South Africa’s post-apartheid government increased the country’s 

CO2 emissions levels to levels far higher than apartheid’s, and is now building the world’s 3rd and 

4th largest coal-fired power plants. Pretoria also actively colluded with Washington to destroy 

effective global climate governance within the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 

Change. In December 2009, in a small room in Copenhagen, Barack Obama and the leaders of the 

‘BASIC’ bloc – Brazil, South Africa, India and China – demolished the Kyoto Protocol. As Bill McKibbon 

of 350.org put it, they ‘wrecked the UN’ by imposing a non-binding deal that will raise average 

temperatures four degrees this century, and far higher in Africa. How could this happen? WikiLeaks 

unveiled how US diplomats arm-twisted and bribed other countries to accept the planet-threatening 

‘Copenhagen Accord.’ 

 

        As for the ‘Durban Platform’ signed at the 2011 UN climate summit thanks to another last-

minute deal between BRICS and Washington, it ‘was promising because of what it did not say,’ 

according to US State Department adviser Trevor Houser: ‘There is no mention of historic 

responsibility or per capita emissions. There is no mention of economic development as the priority 

for developing countries. There is no mention of a difference between developed and developing 

country action.’ No one can dispute the fact that the Durban Platform has severely limited African 

countries’ ability to defend against climate disaster, and that the name ‘Durban’ is now a climate 

swear-word. 

 

world financial crisis and a ‘new’ BRICS Bank 

 

 

 

 

There is similar collusion with Washington when it comes to global finance: in July 2012, the BRICS 

treasuries sent $75 billion in fresh capital to the IMF, which was seeking new funds for bailing out for 

banks exposed in Southern Europe. Like Africa’s experience since the early 1980s, the resulting 

austerity in Greece, Spain, Portugal, Cyprus, Ireland and other economies that continue unravelling 

does far more harm than good to both local and global economies. As for voting power within the 

IMF, the result of this BRICS intervention was that China gained many more votes (for dollars rule at 

the IMF), while Africa actually lost a substantial fraction of its share. 



 

        And when it comes to reforming world finance, Pretoria representatives brag that they stand 

alongside the US government in opposing global financial regulation (such as the ‘Robin Hood tax’ on 

financial transactions). 

 

        BRICS interventions to be discussed in Durban are more dangerous yet. A new BRICS 

Development Bank will  exacerbate the human, ecological and economic messes caused by 

multilateral financing, given the deplorable track record of precedent institutions in Brazil, China and 

South Africa – including the Development Bank of Southern Africa, which in 2012 lost R370 million 

and was termed ‘shoddy’ by its own CEO.  

 

        As a result, Africa could become an even more violent battleground for conflicts between BRICS 

firms intent on extraction. Specific BRICS companies have been criticised by their victims, and 

require unified civil society campaigning and boycotts to generate solidaristic counter-pressure, 

whether Brazil’s Vale and Petrobras, or South Africa’s Anglo or BHP Billiton (albeit with London and 

Melbourne financial headquarters), or India’s Tata or Arcelor-Mittal, or Chinese state-owned firms 

and Russian energy corporations. 
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