
Is Africa prospering, or being looted? 

‘torturing the data until they confess’

Patrick Bond
Senior Professor and Director of the Centre for Civil Society,

School of Built Environment and Development Studies, 

University of KwaZulu-Natal, Durban

26 July 2012: lecture to

Institute for the Advancement of Journalism, 

Johannesburg





areas to cover in this presentation

• mandate: The aim is to strengthen coverage of 

financial and economic issues and point journalists 

towards topics that don't get written about enough.

• 1) Africa ‘recovery’ revivalism

• 2) capital flight & financial extraction

• 3) resource extraction, the ‘green 

economy’ and ‘natural capital’

• 4) what went wrong with NEPAD?
Dani 
Nabudere





‘Middle-Class Africa’



‘Useful 

Africa’
Source: Le Monde

Diplomatique, Feb 2011

‘SSA’



Afro-optimists re-emerged in 2011 

• UN Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA)  Economic 

Report on Africa 2011 (July); 

• African Economic Outlook 2011 by the Organisation for 

Economic Cooperation and Development, UNECA, United 

Nations Development Programme and African 

Development Bank (June); 

• World Economic Forum’s Competitiveness Report (May ); 

• African Development Bank’s discovery of a vast new middle 

class (May ); 

• International Monetary Fund’s Regional Economic Outlook 

(April); 

• World Bank’s new Africa strategy (February); and 

• IMF research on African growth (February)





“Karl Marx had it right. At some point, capitalism can 

destroy itself. You cannot keep on shifting income from 

labor to capital without having an excess capacity and a 

lack of aggregate demand. That’s what has happened. 

We thought that markets worked. They’re not working.” --

Wall Street Journal, 12 August 2011

Prof. Noriel Roubini, 

New York University

School of Business: 

one of the few who 

predicted 2008-09 

financial crisis



progressive leaders, political economists, social justice strategists

Charles Abugre, Adebayo Adedeji, Jimi Adesina, Claude Ake, 
Neville Alexander, Samir Amin, Peter Anyang’Nyong’o, A. M. 
Babu, Ahmed Ben Bella, Steve Biko, Dennis Brutus, Amilcar 
Cabral, Fantu Cheru, Jacques Delpechin, Demba Dembele, 
Yasmine Fall, Frantz Fanon, Ruth First, M. P. Giyose, Yao 
Graham, Gill Hart, Pauline Hountondji, Eboe Hutchful, Khafra 
Kambon, Dot Keet, Rene Loewenson, Sara Longwe, Patrice 
Lumumba, Samora Machel, Archie Mafeje, Ben Magubane, 
Amina Mama, Mahmood Mamdani, Guy Mhone, Darlene 
Miller, Thandika Mkandawire, Dani Nabudere, Léonce 
Ndikumana, Njoki Njehu, Kwame Nkrumah, Julius Nyerere, 
Georges Nzongola-Ntalaja, Oginga Odinga, Adebayo Olukoshi, 
Oduor Ongwen, Bade Onimode, Haroub Othman, Kwesi Prah, 
Eunice Sahle, Thomas Sankara, Khadija Sharife, Issa Shivji, Yash 
Tandon, Riaz Tayob, Aminata Traoré, Dodzi Tsikata, Kwame Ture, 
Ernest Wamba dia Wamba, Tunde Zack-Williams, Paul Zeleza



Africa’s political-economic tradition:
who helps keep it going through thick and thin? 

• WEB: fahamu.org’s ‘Pambazuka’ weekly news and analysis, and theafricareport.com;

• BOOKS: at Africa World Press, Kassahun Checole puts many of these writers into print –

along with Zed Books, the University of KwaZulu-Natal, Codesria in Dakar, etc;

• ACADEMIC/JOURNALIST ALLIES: international supporters of African poli econ 

include Hans Abrahamsson, Soren Ambrose, Michael Barratt-Brown, Salih Booker, Sarah 

Bracking, Victoria Brittain, Ray Bush, George Caffentzis, Horace Campbell, Ben Cashdan, 

Lionel Cliffe, Dan Connell, Fred Cooper, Imani Countess, Basil Davidson, Jennifer Davis, 

Silvia Federici, Bill Fletcher, James Ferguson, Reginald Green, Branwen Gruffwydd Jones, 

Joe Hanlon, Colin Leys, Bill Martin, Bill Minter, Giles Mohan, Jane Parpart, Walter 

Rodney, John S. Saul, Danny Schechter, Ann Seidman, Tim Shaw, Vladimir Shubin, Colin 

Stoneman, Carol Thompson, Meredith Turshen, David Wiley, Gavin Williams, etc;

• ASSOCIATIONS/JOURNALS/FUNDERS: solidarity activism occurs via networks (e.g. 

Association of Concerned African Scholars and the Committee for Academic Freedom in 

Africa), journals (e.g. the Review of African Political Economy), solidarity NGOs (e.g. World 

Development Movement, War on Want, Christian Aid, Action Aid, Africa Action, Tax Justice 

Network, Publish What You Pay, Global Witness), campaigns (Make Poverty History, Global 

Call for Action Against Poverty etc), donors  (Osisa, Rosa Luxemburg Stiftung, Oxfam, etc)



why do we need this tradition? 

AW Clausen, World Bank president, 1983



why do we need this tradition? 

World Bank commends  

‘impeccable’ logic

DATE: December 12, 1991
TO: Distribution
FR: Lawrence H. Summers

‘I think the economic logic behind dumping 
a load of toxic waste in the lowest wage 
country is impeccable and we should face 
up to that… Africa is vastly underpolluted’
(preparing for original Rio Earth Summit, secret memo of Bank chief 
economist Larry Summers, later US Treasury Secretary and Obama’s 
economic manager – full memo: www.whirledbank.org)



Frantz Fanon, 

‘Pitfalls of National 

Consciousness’
The national bourgeoisie will be quite content 

with the role of the Western bourgeoisie’s 

business agent, and it will play its part without 

any complexes in a most dignified manner... In 

its beginnings, the national bourgeoisie of the 

colonial country identifies itself with the 

decadence of the bourgeoisie of the West. We 

need not think that it is jumping ahead; it is in 

fact beginning at the end. It is already senile 

before it has come to know the petulance, the 

fearlessness, or the will to succeed of youth.



Gini coefficient:   0 .2 .4         .6  

African 

inequality:

Gini coefficients

the highest in 

the world

Source: World Bank WDR 2006



Walter Rodney
on the production

of poverty
The question as to who and what is responsible for 

African underdevelopment can be answered at two 

levels. Firstly, the answer is that the operation of the 

imperialist system bears major responsibility for 

African economic retardation by draining African 

wealth and by making it impossible to develop more 

rapidly the resources of the continent. Secondly, one 

has to deal with those who manipulate the system 

and those who are either agents or unwitting 

accomplices of the said system. 



• new high-growth Africa?

• long-term trend: stagnation 

• explaining growth: the aid factor

• ‘stable, liberalised Africa’

• ‘Emerging Africa’?

– democratic governments; 

– more sensible economic policies; 

– end of debt crisis; 

– spread of new technologies; 

– new generation

Africa ‘recovery’ (and 

Washington Consensus) revivalism



SubSaharan African

per capita GDP change, 

1960-2004 (1995 US$)

is Africa recovering? – a long view



recent IMF analysis (2/11):
though subcontinent GDP stagnated…





IMF claim: stable, liberalized 

SubSaharan Africa did well

“blaming economic liberalization for 

SSA’s stagnation neglects the fact that 

many SSA countries have 

been affected by political 

instability and/or did not 

significantly implement 

suggested market reforms”



stable, 
liberalized 

Africa
(+3.5% GDP per capita):

(Mauritius)
Rwanda
Uganda

Mozambique
Ethiopia

Sierra Leone
Tanzania

Ghana
Liberia

Madagascar



financial inflows from 1990-2001: aid as % of state spending

Source: IMF, Regional Economic Outlook, October 2009 

Rwanda, Madagascar, Ghana, Burundi, Uganda, Guinea, Ethiopia, Senegal
(not listed: Mozambique, Sierra Leone, Liberia) (source: WDR 2003)



financial inflows: buoyed only by more aid to 14 ‘fragile states’ 
(Burundi, CAR, Cote d’Ivoire, DRC, Eritrea, Gambia, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Liberia, 

Sierra Leone, Sao Tome and Principe, Togo, Zimbabwe)

Source: IMF, Regional Economic Outlook, October 2009 



context:

aid 

promises 

from 

Gleneagles 

2005 

mainly 

broken



African 
growth 
leaders, 

1980-2008

Eq Guinea
Botswana 
Mauritius

Cape Verde
Seychelles

Uganda
Swaziland

Sudan
Lesotho

source:

John Weeks
background study for 

UNCTAD Trade and 
Development Report 

2010



Africa from 
1998-2008 
had three 

growth bands

source: World Bank (Feb 2011) Africa Regional Strategy



John Weeks (Unctad report):

conflict and commodities

• it is difficult to identify any consistent policy 
explanation for this growth performance. The 
most powerful influences appear to be the 
impact of civil conflict and the instability of 
commodity prices…

• The end or decline of conflict in more than a 
half-dozen countries resulted in an upward 
shift in the region’s growth rate of over two 
and one-half percentage points.



SSA terms of trade rose from 1998-2008
source: World Bank (Feb 2011) Africa Regional Strategy



commodity devaluations: 
change in prices, July – December 2008

…particularly devastating for African countries 
addicted to export-led extractive -industry ‘growth’…

Source: Unctad, The Global 
Economic Crisis, May 2009



commodity prices crash, exports shrink

Source: IMF, Regional Economic Outlook, October 2009 



from 2002-08, substantial commodity 
price increases – and then severe crash



which 

countries 

win and 

which 

lose 

from 

changing 

terms of 

trade?



Steven Radelet (2010): 17 non-oil-exporting countries 
(1) more democratic and accountable governments; 

(2) more sensible economic policies; 

(3) end of the debt crisis and changing relationships with donors; 

(4) spread of new technologies; 

(5) new generation of policymakers, activists, and business leaders



‘more accountable, democratic 

African governments’ (?)

• recent revolts in Tunisia, Egypt, Libya, Yemen, Côte d’Ivoire, 

Algeria, Senegal, Benin, Burkina Faso, Gabon, Djibouti, 

Botswana, Uganda, Swaziland, South Africa

• 2011 African Union leader is Equatorial Guinean dictator 

Teodoro Obiang Nguema, following Muammar Gaddafy of 

Libya, supported by tyrants Denis Sassou-Nguesso of Republic 

of Congo, Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe, Omar al-Bashir of 

Sudan, Paul Biya of Cameroon, Blaise Compaore of Burkina 

Faso, Meles Zenawi of Ethiopia, Ali Bongo of Gabon, King 

Mswati III of Swaziland, Yoweri Museveni of Uganda, Ismail 

Omar Guelleh of Djibouti and Yahya Jammeh of Gambia



‘state fragility and warfare’ 
according to the World Bank 

source: World Bank (Feb 2011) Africa Regional Strategy



‘country risk’
Economist Intelligence Unit 2010



African 
decline
leaders, 

1980-2008

Liberia
DRC

Cote d’Ivoire
Burundi

Niger
CAR

Zambia
Sierra Leone

source:

John Weeks
background study for 

UNCTAD Trade and 
Development Report 

2010



The dominant force influencing the economic policies of 
sub-Saharan countries in the 1990s and 2000s was the 
International Monetary Fund, with the World Bank 
playing a secondary and complementary role. Over 
twenty years, 1990-2009, the governments of 46  sub-
Saharan countries sought to manage their economies 
under IMF programmes during almost half the country-
years (417 of 920)… the two international financial 
institutions played a major if not decisive role in policy 
making for all but a few countries of the region…

There is little evidence, rigorous or circumstantial to 
believe that the “reforms” of the 1980s and 1990s lay 
the basis for that [2000s economic] recovery. 

John Weeks, for UNCTAD Trade and Development Report 2010

sensible economic policies (?)



IMF 



WB



liberalization:

John 
Williamson 

(Inst for Int’l 
Economics)

recommits to 
‘Washington 
Consensus’ 

ten 
command-

ments



initial IMF reaction 
in Africa, 2009-10:

adopt the 
Washington 
Consensus!

17 contractionary orders, 
5 expansionary



‘end of debt crisis’ (?)
Source: Africa Progress Panel, May 2010



2005 debt relief did not lower  
Africa’s repayment/export ratio:
mainly unrepayable debt written off

Source: IMF, The Implications of the Global Financi al Crisis for Low -Income Countries,  2009



‘spread of new technologies’ (?)

• “Towards Evidence-based ICT Policy and 

Regulation” by Johannesburg researchers 

Enrico Calandro, Alison Gillwald, Mpho Moyo 

and Christoph Stork unveiled ICT deficiencies,

• although “the mobile market, has experienced 

significant growth, outcomes have been sub-

optimal in many respects”



• cellphone penetration “figures tend to mask the 

fact that millions of Africans still do not own their 

own means of communication”

• Africa continues to lag behind other regions both in 

terms of the percentage of people with access to 

the full range of communications services and the 

amounts and manner in which they can be used –

primarily as a result of the high cost of services; 

• the cost of wholesale telecommunication services 

as an input for other economic activities remains 

high, escalating the cost of business in most 

countries;



• the contribution of ICT to gross domestic product… is 

considerably less than global averages;

• national objectives of achieving universal and 

affordable access to the full range of communications 

services have been undermined by poor policies;

• as a general trend across the continent, while the 

voice divide is decreasing, the Internet divide is 

increasing and broadband is almost absent on the 

continent; and

• the fixed-line sector continues to show no signs of 

recovery as most countries experienced negative 

growth between 2006 and 2008.



‘new generation 

of African leaders’ (?)
• heard that one before?  

• in the mid-1990s, when a new generation of leaders emerged, 

Africans dared to hope that things could finally be changing. 

People like Issaias Afewerki in Eritrea, Laurent Kabila in 

Democratic Republic of Congo, Paul Kagame in Rwanda, Yoweri 

Museveni in Uganda and Meles Zenawi in Ethiopia promised a 

new style of leadership that focused on building economies and 

democratic nations instead of shoring up their power by force 

and ensuring that they and their friends got rich. When 

President Bill Clinton visited Africa in 1998, he touted this 

generation as Africa’s great hope. (Time, 26 Nov 2005)



• African monetary elites respond to crisis

• fiscal policy increase

• monetary and financial laxity

• mild exchange controls

• limits due to extreme inequality

truncated African Keynesianism



Freetown Declaration, August 2009
We, the African Governors to the BWIs and AfDB, 
commit to…
* Implement fiscal stimulus measures where 
appropriate to weather the impact of the global 
economic downturn;
* Expand high-growth yielding public investments …to 
restore and raise our countries’ growth and 
employment potential as well as crowd-in private 
investment;
* Implement monetary policies that support the short-
term fiscal stimulus measures…
* Remain prepared to exit from the countercyclical 
fiscal stimulus policies as soon as the macroeconomic 
conditions permit.

Source: IMF, Regional Economic Outlook, October 2009 

African Keynesianism?



African fiscal deficits soar –
slight spending increase, huge revenue drop

Source: IMF, Regional Economic Outlook, October 2009 



deconstructing SSA GDP growth: 

domestic demand and trade deficit
Source: IMF, Regional Economic Outlook, October 2009 

Source: IMF, Regional Economic Outlook, October 2009 



lowered real interest rates 2007-10, ‘quantitative easing’, 2009-10



exchange controls needed
Tanzania, Rwanda and Kenya were far 

less dependent, volatile



how to pay for development? Yash Tandon in Tax Us if You Can

• Of the six sources of finance for development identified by the 

West, the only source that is nationally owned and controlled, at 

least in principle, is the first one: mobilising domestic financial 

resources for development. All the other five sources are beyond 

the control of the national social and political forces of African 

countries and therefore unreliable. 

• The much-flaunted FDIs have not only generated reverse return 

of capital topped up with super profits, but they have also 

created serious distortions in the enclave economies of Africa. 

• Trade, though an important part of Africa’s economy, has been 

subject to a long-term, persistent decline. 

• Commodities, which form the biggest component of Africa’s 

export trade, have been hostage to financial speculation and 

price instability in an erratic market. Africa is now not only a net 

importer of manufactured products but also of food. 



• The fourth source, so-called development aid, has been 

anything but ‘developmental’. It has served to bind Africa to 

onerous and humiliating conditions, the taste of which some 

European countries such as Greece and Ireland have only now 

begun to experience. 

• The fifth source of finance for development is essentially a 

negative item, namely the reduction of external debt of Africa. 

Here too, as the work by academics Léonce Ndikumana and 

James Boyce shows, ‘the estimated capital flight from 40 sub-

Saharan African countries from 1970–2004 was US$420 billion  

(in 2004 dollars). The external debt owed by the same 

countries in 2004 was US$227 billion.’ The authors used an 

imputed interest rate to calculate the real impact of capital 

flight, and found that ‘the accumulated stock of capital flight at 

the end of 2004 was even greater at US$607 billion’. 



‘Odious Debt’ (16 African countries)
Source: Eric Toussaint



huge Africa debt relief accomplished (?)
Source: Africa Progress Panel, May 2010



2005 debt relief did not lower  
Africa’s repayment/export ratio:
mainly unrepayable debt written off

Source: IMF, The Implications of the Global Financi al Crisis for Low -Income Countries,  2009



capital flight from Africa
1970-2004, Source: Leonce Ndikumana and James Boyce, Univ of Mass.



offshore tax havens

for African capital flight





resource extraction, the ‘green 

economy’ and ‘natural capital’

• is ‘growth’ really growth?

• GDP corrected for Resource Curse

• resource extraction

• Odious Debt

• capital flight

• Land Grabs, bioprospecting, biopiracy, etc etc



Africa 

‘Resource 

Cursed’

‘Useful Africa’, 

Le Monde 

Diplomatique, 

February 2011



it is time to correct GDP bias (global)
for pollution, resource extraction, etc 

A “genuine progress indicator corrects the bias in GDP” Source: redefiningprogress.org 





extraction!
Where is the 

Wealth of Nations?

World Bank 
method for 

adjusting savings 
to account for a 

country’s tangible 
wealth and 

resource 
depletion:

The case of Ghana, 2000
(per capita US$ measure)



World Bank 

(minimalist) 

adjustments 

to ‘genuine 

savings’
fixed capital (-), 

education (+), 

natural resource 

depletion (-), and 

pollution (-)



Where is

Africa’s 

wealth?

World Bank 

recording of 

African 

countries’ 

adjusted 

national wealth 

and ‘savings 

gaps’, 2000







export dependence
Source: Africa Commission



multinational corporate profits
as a percentage of firm equity

Source: UN Conference on Trade and Development (2007), World Investment Report 2007, Geneva.

extractive industries



UNCTAD 

explains 

transfer 

pricing:

on $2000 

sale, tax = 

$226



global economy and  

African crisis, circa 2005: 

•fiscal pressure, 

•interest rates and monetary 

policy,

•financial flows,

•investment trends –

especially extraction,

•trade-related policy 

processes, 

•overseas development aid 

and 

•labour flows and 

remittances



Mbeki as viewed by The Economist

Where does NEPAD fit?



New Partnership for 
Africa’s Development 

is 'philosophically spot 
on': 
Walter Kansteiner, US 

State Dep't, 2003

Abolishing – or polishing –

global apartheid?



who influenced

the drafting of NEPAD?...

• Extensive consultations with:

–WB president and IMF managing director 

(November 2000 and February 2001);

–major transnational corporate executives and 
associated government leaders (Davos WEF in 
January 2001);

–G-8 (Tokyo in July 2000, Genoa in July 2001);

– the European Union president and individual 
Northern heads of state (2000-01).



who influenced

the drafting of NEPAD?...



… and what was
civil society's input?

• Until April 2002, no trade union, civil society, church, 

women's, youth, political-party, parliamentary, or other 

potentially democratic or progressive forces in Africa were 

consulted;

• hence, virtually every major African civil society network and 

organisation that analysed NEPAD on its own attacked the 

plan's process, form and content (see Bond, P. [ed][2002], Fanon's 

Warning: A Civil Society Reader on the New Partnership for Africa's 

Development, Africa World Press and AIDC).



How does NEPAD conceptualise
Africa's challenges?

• '1. ... The Programme is anchored on the determination of 
Africans to extricate themselves and the continent from 
the malaise of underdevelopment and exclusion in a 
globalising world.'

• NEPAD begins by framing the problems using phrases 
such as 'exclusion' and 'a globalising world'--instead of 
the critical language traditionally used by great African 
analysts, e.g., 'neocolonialism' and 'imperialism'.



Is Africa the victim of 
'marginalisation'?

• The automatic presumption is that the 'poverty' and 

'backwardness' of Africa are as a result of 'exclusion' and 

'marginalisation' from 'globalisation.'

• A different presumption, not even considered, is that 

worsening poverty for the masses is an intrinsic feature of 

globalisation, much as it was a corollary of apartheid in 

South Africa.



NEPAD's 'critique' of 
neoliberalism in Africa

• '24. The structural adjustment programmes of 

the 1980s provided only a partial solution. They 

promoted reforms that tended to remove 

serious price distortions, but gave inadequate 

attention to the provision of social services.'



Neoliberalism as
a 'partial solution'?

• But what if structural adjustment programmes (SAPs) 

represented not 'a partial solution'--but instead, 

reflecting local and global power shifts, a profound 

defeat for genuine African nationalists, workers, 

peasants, women, children and the environment?



The power shift behind 
structural adjustment

• What if SAPs were the result not of Africans searching 
honestly for 'solutions'--but instead mainly reflected the 
shift in power relations at both global scale (where 
financial and commercial circuits of capital were 
ascendant) and within individual African states:

– away from lobbies favouring somewhat pro-poor social policies 
and (at least half-hearted) industrial development,

– towards cliques whose strategies served the interests of 
acquisitive local elites, Washington financiers, and transnational 
corporations?



'Promoting reforms' and
removing 'price distortions'?

• What if 'promoting reforms' really amounted to the 
IMF/WB imposing neoliberal policies on desperately 
disempowered African societies--without any reference 
to democratic processes, resistance or diverse local 
conditions?

• And if 'removal of price distortions' meant:

– repeal of exchange controls (hence allowing massive capital 
flight),

– subsidy cuts (hence pushing masses of people below the 
poverty line), and

– lowered import tariffs (hence generating massive 

deindustrialisation)?



'Inadequate attention
to social services'?

• What if 'inadequate attention to the provision of social 
services' in reality meant the opposite: excessive 
attention to applying neoliberalism not just to the 
macroeconomy, but also to health, education, water and 
other services?

• And what if the form of IMF/Bank attention included 
greater cost recovery, higher user-fees, lower budgetary 
allocations, privatisation, and even the disconnection of 
supplies to poor people?



NEPAD suggests privatisation of 
infrastructure and social 

services 
• '106. ... Promote PPPs as a promising vehicle for attracting 

private investors, and focus public funding on the pressing 
needs of the poor, by building capacity to implement and 
monitor such agreements;'

• '154. ... The next priority is the implementation of a Public-
Private sector partnership (PPP) capacity-building 
programme through the African Development Bank and 
other regional development institutions, to assist national 
and sub-national governments in structuring and regulating 
transactions in the provision of infrastructural and social 
services.'



Good governance:
NEPAD’s Zimbabwe test

• Mbeki and Obasanjo termed the March 2002 presidential 
elections-- widely acknowledged to have been rigged by 
Mugabe--‘legitimate’, and  repeatedly oppose Commonwealth 
punishment;

• SA foreign minister Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma: ‘We will never 
criticise Zimbabwe’ (2/03);

• ‘I don't know what is said about what has happened in 
Zimbabwe that is in violation of the SADC protocol, because as 
far as I know, things like an independent electoral commission, 
things like access to the public media, things like the absence of 
violence and intimidation -- those matters have been 
addressed.’ – Mbeki speaking to parliament, 1/3/05.



Good governance:
NEPAD’s Zimbabwe test

• Dave Malcomson of the NEPAD secretariat (responsible for int’l 

liaison and co-ordination): ‘Wherever we go, 
Zimbabwe is thrown at us as the reason why 
NEPAD's a joke.’ -- Business Day, 28 March 2003.



Good governance:
NEPAD’s Zimbabwe test



THE NEW PARTNERSHIP FOR AFRICA’S DEVELOPMENT

Codesria and Third World Network-Africa 
Declaration on Africa's development challenges, 26/4/02

The most fundamental flaws of Nepad, which reproduce the central elements 

of the World Bank's Can Africa Claim the 21st Century? and the ECA's 

Compact for African Recovery, include:

– (a) the neo-liberal economic policy framework at the heart of the plan, 

which repeats the structural adjustment policy packages of the preceding 

two decades and overlooks the disastrous effects of those policies;

– (b) the fact that in spite of its proclaimed recognition of the central role of 

the African people to the plan, the African people have not played any part in 

the conception, design and formulation of Nepad;

– (c) notwithstanding its stated concerns for social and gender equity, it 

adopts the social and economic measures that have contributed to the 

marginalisation of women;



Codesria and Third World Network-Africa 
Declaration on Africa's development challenges, 

26/4/02

– (d) that in spite of claims of African origins, its main targets are foreign 

donors, particularly in the G8;

– (e) its vision of democracy is defined by the needs of creating a 

functional market;

– (f) it under-emphasises the external conditions fundamental to Africa's 

developmental crisis, and thereby does not promote any meaningful 

measure to manage and restrict the effects of this environment on Africa 

development efforts. On the contrary, the engagement that it seeks with 

institutions and processes like the World Bank, the IMF, the WTO, the 

United States Africa Growth and Opportunity Act, the Cotonou 

Agreement, will further lock Africa's economies disadvantageously into 

this environment



‘globalisation of people,

deglobalisation of capital’
I sympathise with those who would minimise, rather 

than with those who would maximise, economic 

entanglement among nations. Ideas, knowledge, 

science, hospitality, travel - these are the things which 

should of their nature be international. But let goods be 

homespun whenever it is reasonably and conveniently 

possible and, above all, let finance be primarily 

national. 

-John Maynard Keynes (1933), ‘National Self-Sufficiency,’ Yale Review.



African popular resistance

wave of recent protests: Tunisia, Egypt, 

Libya, Côte d’Ivoire, Algeria, Senegal, 

Benin, Burkina Faso, Gabon, Djibouti, 

Botswana, Uganda, Swaziland, South 

Africa, Occupy Nigeria!

just a new round of ‘IMF Riots’ and 

‘popcorn protests’?



97

African anti-extraction movements (select examples) 

• Niger Delta women, Environmental Rights Action and MEND v. Big Oil

• anti-extraction community movements in SA against titanium from 
beach dunes (MRC); platinum (Anglo, Lonplats), and shale-gas (Shell);

• Lesotho peasants objecting to displacement during construction of the 
continent’s largest dam system (solely to quench Johannesburg’s 
hedonistic thirst), along with Ugandans similarly threatened at the 
overly expensive, corruption-ridden Bujagali Dam and Mozambicans in 
Justica Ambientale against Mphanda Nkuwa on the Zambezi River; 

• resistance to water privatisation by Ghanaian, SA and Africa Water 
Network activists;

• on grounds of water rights, Kalahari Basarwa-San Bushmen win case 
against forced removals, as Botswana government foiled in facilitating  
DeBeers and World Bank investments,

• campaigns against Liberia’s exploitation by Firestone Rubber;

• Africa Centre for Biosafety against Monsanto-driven GM crops;

• blood-diamonds victims from Sierra Leone and Angola generated a 
partially-successful global deal at Kimberley, 

• the Marange field of Manicaland, Zimbabwe is ongoing resource curse



98

South African campaigns 
for decommodification, 
destratification and the 
deglobalization of capital
• SA activists turning several ongoing 
struggles to turn basic needs into human rights:

– free antiretroviral medicines;
– National Health Insurance;
– free water (50 liters/person/day);
– free electricity (at least 1 kWh/c/d);
– thorough-going land/housing reform;
– free basic education;
– renationalisation of Telkom for lifeline phone services;
– prohibition on services disconnections and evictions; 
– a 'Basic Income Grant' ; and
– the right to a job!

• as ‘non-reformist reforms’, all such services should be universal, partly 
financed by penalizing luxury consumption.

• interlocking/overlapping campaigns – but so far not unified due to 
macropolitical conjuncture (especially rise of ANC Zuma faction)



can it be done?
case study of successful 

SA-internationalist social 
movement solidarity: 

access to Anti-RetroVirals Gugu Dlamini

- 1990s – US promotes Intellectual Property above all, so monopoly-
patented ARVs cost $10-15,000/person/year – way too expensive!
- 1997 – SA’s Medicines Act allows ‘compulsory licensing’ (breaking 
patent for generic producers);
- 1998 – US State Dept counters Medicines Act with ‘full court press’,
Treatment Action Campaign (TAC) formed, stoning death of AIDS 
activist Gugu Dlamini in her Durban township due to stigmatization
- 1999 – Al Gore for president, ACTUP! opposition to Gore, Seattle 
WTO protest, Bill Clinton surrender, ‘AIDS dissidents’ emerge 
- 2000 – AIDS conference in Durban, rise of Thabo Mbeki’s denialism
- 2001 – ‘PMA-SA v Mandela’ lawsuit w Medicines sans Frontiers & 
Oxfam, while TAC imports Thai, Brazilian, Indian generics



TAC’s Anti-RetroVirals campaign:

2001 – Constitutional Court supports nevirapine, 
major World Trade Organisation (TRIPS) concession at Doha

2002 – critiques of Mbeki, Manto Tshabalala-Msimang
2003 – ANC compels change in state policy

2004 – generics produced in SA, global AIDS funds increase
2009 – nearly 800 000 public sector recipients! 

2010 threats – fiscal conservatism, Obama’s Pepfar cuts

strategic successes:

* commoning intellectual property
* decommodification

* destratification
* deglobalisation of capital
* globalisation of solidarity

Zackie Ahmat, 
Nelson Mandela




