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Southern African 
temperatures above 

historic norms from 1980

Source: Al Gore
Source: Mark Jury

Kiliminjaro 
melts,

1970-2000



Climate and African food
‘In Africa, crop net 
revenues could fall by as 
much as 90% by 2100, 
with small-scale farmers 
the most affected.’
– Testimony to the US House of Reps. Select Committee 

on Energy Independence and Global Warming, by R.K. 
Pachauri, Chairman, United Nations Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change, August 2007



Pretoria’s ‘Long-Term Mitigation 
Scenario’ admits huge culpability



elite climate politics v.
Climate Justice Movement’s

demands  (Copenhagen):
• 1) cut greenhouse gas emissions

(45% by 2020) consistent with 
what science demands

• 2) pay climate debt ($400 bn/year 
by 2020) to eco-social victims

• 3) decommission carbon markets



Why Copenhagen Summit failed
On last day, backroom deal by Barack Obama

(1/2 Luo), Jacob Zuma (Zulu), Lula da Silva, 
Manmohan Singh, Wen Jiabao – designed to 

avoid needed emissions cuts; instead, 
business-as-usual for white-owned fossil-fuel 

industry and mainly-white overconsumers



In 2011, South Africa hosts climate summit
But last time SA hosted eco conference? (2002)



Genuine climate strategy:
plug fossil fuel consumption

(leave oil in the soil, coal in the hole)

• Niger Delta women, Environmental Rights Action, MEND
• Australian Rising Tide v Newcastle coal exports
• British Climate Camp
• West Virginia Mountaintop Removal blockades
• Alberta, Canada tar sands green & indigenous activists
• Alaska wilderness and California offshore drilling (step up!) 
• Oil Watch 
• Ecuadoran indigenous activists in Connai, Accion Ecologia: 

Yasuni National Park oil



Who is using Africa’s energy?
SA offers world’s cheapest electricity to 

metals smelters - phase-out needed!

Eskom brags in 2009 
annual report, though reason 

for huge 2009-10 losses



A typical rural 
African energy 

system
Energy Source

Energy Transmission

Energy Use



Electrification rates

0
10
20
30
40
50
60
70
80
90

100
O

EC
D

Tr
an

si
tio

n
ec

on
om

ie
s

M
id

dl
e 

Ea
st

La
tin

A
m

er
ic

a

D
ev

el
op

in
g

A
si

a A
fri

ca

Su
b-

Sa
ha

ra

N
or

th
A

fri
ca

World average

Developing countries average



What does SA civil society want?
1) Redirect power from smelters to households: 

more ‘Free Basic Electricity’
(50kWh/household/month is tokenistic)

• ‘African National Congress-led local government 
will provide all residents with a free basic 
amount of water, electricity and other municipal 
services, so as to help the poor. Those who use 
more than the basic amounts will pay for the 
extra they use.’ (ANC campaign promise, 2000 municipal elections)

• 100 kWh/person/month should be free for all SA 
residents, paid for with cross-subsidies, in order 
to promote gender equity, respiratory disease 
prevention, education, local enterprises, services-
desegregation and other ‘merit goods’

- block tariff implemented with credit meters 
(impossible to implement rising block tariff with prepaids)





What does civil society want?
2) No new coal/nuke energy; instead, a 

coherent transformation strategy – for solar, 
wind and wave power, and new extraction, 

production, transport, consumption, disposal 
(zero-waste) and economic systems

3) ‘Just Transition’ and 
green jobs for 

metalworkers and 
mineworkers who 
suffer job losses 

(e.g. solar hot water heaters)
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Resource curse and export dependence 
Source: Africa Commission



RETURNS ON RESOURCE EXTRACTION 

From 2002-08, substantial 
commodity price increases 



Multinational corporate profits
as a percentage of firm equity

Source: UN Conference on Trade and Development (2007), World Investment Report 2007, Geneva.

Extractive industries



Huge crash in platinum and coal prices
Source: International Monetary Fund Article 4 Consultation, Staff Report, September 2009



Commodity devaluations: 
Change in prices, July – December 2008
…particularly devastating for African countries 

addicted to export-led extractive-industry ‘growth’…

Source: Unctad, The Global 
Economic Crisis, May 2009



Longer-term commodity export
value trends are negative



It is time to correct GDP bias (global)
for pollution, resource extraction, etc 

A “genuine progress indicator corrects the bias in GDP” Source: redefiningprogress.org 



Where is
Africa’s 
wealth?
World Bank 
recording of 

African 
countries’
adjusted 

national wealth 
gap, 2000

(Where is the Wealth of 
Nations?, 2006)

Should we leave 
the resources in 

the ground?!



Leave the Oil in the Soil!
Nigerians campaign against Shell and 

against drilling in new blocks, June 2008


