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Climate Justice: 
responses to climate change,  

resource extraction and  
economic development 



Climate Justice routes beyond global governance  
 

With Superstorm Sandy, droughts and floods, rising sea-water levels 
and other manifestations of climate change finally shifting public 
opinion in the North, it is time to renew strategic thinking about 
Climate Justice in policy and practice. The advent of climate finance 
funding coincides with more sophisticated debates about how climate 
debt should be measured and paid. The crashes of carbon markets in 
the US and Europe provide an opportunity to question banker-centric 
solutions. But the fragmented social forces advocating for Climate 
Justice in the run-up to the UNFCCC COP18 summit in Doha, suggest 
that movement will come from below in sporadic sites, while paralysis 
still characterises global climate governance. 



Katrina, August 2005 



US consciousness 
rising even before 
Superstorm Sandy 



foxes in charge of  
COP18 henhouse former Qatar oil minister 

Abdullah Bin Hamad al-Attiyah 

former carbon trader 

Christiana Figueres 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Trevor Houser, a climate and 
energy analyst at the Rhodium 
Group and a former adviser to the 
chief American climate negotiator, 
Todd D. Stern, said that the 
Durban platform was promising 
because of what it did not say.  
 “There is no mention of 
historic responsibility or per capita 
emissions. There is no mention of 
economic development as the 
priority for developing countries. 
There is no mention of a 
difference between developed 
and developing country action.” 



contrast with Montreal Protocol in 1987: 
according to Jomo K.S. of the UN DESA  

• example of inclusive multilateralism for 
reduction of ozone-depleting 
substances 

• parties moved rapidly to reduce ODSs  
• paid nearly all net costs of compliance 

for developing countries … 
• costs lower, benefits higher than 

anticipated  



first time SA hosted  
global environment 
conference: WSSD 

World $ummit on $ustainable Development 
Johannesburg, 31 August 2002: 30,000 protested 

UN ‘type-two partnerships’, privatisation of 
water, emissions trading, neoliberalism  

 





Copenhagen Accord, COP 15, December 2009 

• Jacob Zuma (SA) 
• Lula da Silva (Brazil) 
• Barack Obama (USA) 
• Wen Jiabao (China) 

• Manmohan Singh (India) 



Cancun COP 16 revived market fix 
              in theory, as a 

‘castle in the sky’… 
but in reality, relying 
upon carbon 
markets is like 
building that castle 
atop quicksand! – 
given the market’s 
• corruption,  
• fraud,  
• thievery,  
• stagnation and 
• speculation 
    
    
    
   



Durban’s COP17 
‘Conference of the Parties’ 

28 Nov-9 Dec 2011 
International Convention Centre 



Durban’s COP17 
‘Conference of 
Polluters’ 

 

confirmed climate-
related deaths of 

180 million Africans 
(Christian Aid estimate) 

 
US sabotage, no 

new emissions cuts 

 

SA in the chair 



 

world’s biggest polluter 



UNFCCC 

structural 
problem: 
national 

self-interest 
at UN COPs 



 

but Durban saved Kyoto’s carbon trading gamble 



‘Viagra Shot’ for Carbon Markets -- Financial Times, p. 1, 12 December 2011  

A global climate deal to extend the life of the Kyoto treaty and establish the parameters for negotiating a new pact by 2015 
will provide a fresh stimulus to the world’s floundering carbon markets, according to bankers and analysts. “The deal provides 
a significant boost for investors in low-carbon technology,” said Abyd Karmali, global head of carbon markets at Bank of 
America Merrill Lynch, adding this was an achievement amid the woes of the eurozone crisis. In one of the more bullish 
business assessments of the new pact, which also includes a separate agreement to negotiate a new process aimed at legally 

obliging all countries to commit to cut their carbon emissions, he said the deal was “like a Viagra shot for the 
flailing carbon markets”. Carbon prices have plunged to record lows in recent weeks as 
Europe’s emissions trading scheme, the world’s largest, has been hit by eurozone 
uncertainties and fears of an oversupply of carbon credits.  



carbon trading gimmick: 
in 1997, US vice-president Al Gore 
(later a carbon trader) pushed for 

Kyoto to include emissions markets,  
in exchange for Washington’s 

promised support … promise soon broken  

‘The European Union has 
adopted this US innovation 

and is making it work 
effectively there.’  

(An Inconvenient Truth, p. 252) 



impossible to finance renewable 
energy with such low carbon prices 

emissions market crashes, 2008-12  
2009 VAT fraud, 2010 resale fraud, 2011 theft-closure 

does EU 
carbon trading  

‘work effectively’? 



alien-invasive trees grow 10 
years, then die and become 

charcoal for pig-iron, for 
Brazilian auto industry 

Plantar’s ‘green desert’ 
timber plantation 

how does carbon trading 
look in the South? 



Source: http://cdmpipeline.org/cdm-projects-region.htm 

where are Clean Development Mechanism projects funded? 

http://cdmpipeline.org/cdm-projects-region.htm
http://cdmpipeline.org/cdm-projects-region.htm
http://cdmpipeline.org/cdm-projects-region.htm
http://cdmpipeline.org/cdm-projects-region.htm
http://cdmpipeline.org/cdm-projects-region.htm


China and India have been garnering 60%+ of CDM projects 



new report by Centre for Civil 
Society and Dartmouth 
College for 

“the system should be 
decommissioned and at 
minimum, a moratorium be 
placed on further crediting until 
the profound structural and 
implementation flaws are 
confronted. The damage done by 
CDMs to date should be included 
in calculations of the ‘climate 
debt’ that the North owes the 
South, with the aim of having 
victims of CDMs compensated 
appropriately.” 



new critique of carbon trading  
www.storyofcapandtrade.org 

 



instead of 
carbon 
trading, 

concept of 
‘ecological 
debt’ now 
recognised 



lead US climate negotiator Todd Stern,  
on demand for recognising climate debt 

The sense of 
guilt or  

culpability or 
reparations – 

I just 
categorically 
reject that 



 

who owes in 2000?  
GHG/capita by country 

Australia 
USA 

Saudi Arabia 
Canada 

Kazakhstan 
Russia 



who loses from climate change? 
a ‘Climate Demography Vulnerability Index’ 

 

main losers:  
Central America,  
central South America, 
the Arabian Peninsula, 
Southeast Asia and 
much of Africa 



Green Climate Fund – $100bn/year by 2020 
(promised), co-chaired by SA’s Trevor Manuel 

      
 

• $100 billion isn’t enough! 
• who benefits? existing 
power elite and aid industry – 
not poor climate victims 
• ‘False Solutions to be funded 
• Manuel wants carbon trade 
to provide 50% of GCF revenue 
• World Bank is interim GCF 
trustee despite terrible record 
of managing climate and 
development funding 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Robert Zoellick 
World Bank president 

 



Green Climate Fund – $100bn/year by 2020 
(promised), co-chaired by SA’s Trevor Manuel 

      
 

• $100 billion isn’t enough! 
• who benefits? existing 
power elite and aid industry – 
not poor climate victims 
• ‘False Solutions to be funded 
• Manuel wants carbon trade 
to provide 50% of GCF revenue 
• World Bank is interim GCF 
trustee despite terrible record 
of managing climate and 
development funding 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jim Yong Kim, new 
World Bank president 

 





The Economist 
magazine changes 

its tune 







or instead is 
Africa 

‘Resource 
Cursed’ 

‘Useful Africa’,  
Le Monde 
Diplomatique, 
February 2011 





1. South Africa       599 

2. Botswana        92 

3. Zambia            75 

4. Ghana             43 

5. Namibia           32 

6. Angola             32 

7. Mali                  29 

8. Guinea          21 

9. Mauritania  20 

 Tanzania  20 

 Zimbabwe  20 

Africa’s 
mining 

production 
by country, 

2008 



what happened at Marikana on 16 August 2012?  







Mgcineni 
Noki 













Zine El Abidine Ben Ali, Tunisia – 1987-2011 
Hosni Mubarak, Egypt – 1981-2011  
Moummar Gaddafi, Libya – 1969-2011 
Meles Zenawi, Ethiopia – 1995-2012  
Teodoro Obiang Nguema Mbasago, Equatorial Guinea – 1979-present  
Jose Eduardo dos Santos, Angola – 1979-present  
Robert Mugabe, Zimbabwe – 1980-present  
Paul Biya, Cameroon – 1982-present  
Yoweri Museveni, Uganda – 1986-present  
King Mswati III, Swaziland – 1986-present  
Blaise Compaoré, Burkina Fasso – 1987-present  
Omar al-Bashir, Sudan – 1989-present  
Idriss Deby, Chad –1990-present  
Isaias Afewerki, Eritrea –1993-present 
Yahya Jammeh, Gambia – 1994-present  
Paul Kagame, Rwanda – 1994-present 

Resource Curse? tyrants needed! 



with rare exceptions, Obama nurtures Africa’s tyrants 

Yanneh Zenawi Gomes Wade 

Mswati Deby Gaddafi Compaore 

Obiang Kagame 







it is time to correct GDP bias (global) 
 

A “genuine progress indicator” corrects the bias in GDP Source: redefiningprogress.org  



new measurements: against GDP 
 MISSING FROM GDP: 
    resource depletion (crucial to extractivism) 
    air, water, and noise pollution 
    loss of farmland and wetlands 
    unpaid women’s/community work 
    family breakdown, crime 
    other social values 

Genuine 
Progress 
Indicator  

 
towards 

Buen Vivir? 

 



new measurements against GDP 

Seattle: 
• physical health  
• time or work-life balance  
• social connection and 
community vitality  
• education  
• access to arts, culture and 
recreation 
• environmental quality 
and access to nature 
• good governance 
• material well-being  
• psychological well-being 

• Ecological footprint 
• Full cost accounting   
• Global Peace Index 
• Green GDP 
• Gross domestic product  
• Happy Planet Index  
• Human Development 
 Index  
• Index of Sustainable 
Economic Welfare 

Genuine Progress Indicator  





extraction! 
Where is the 

Wealth of 
Nations? 

 

World Bank 
method for 

adjusting savings 
to account for a 

country’s 
tangible wealth 

and resource 
depletion 

 

Zambia, 2007  



South Africa’s natural capital accounts 
a first cut in the World Bank’s Changing Wealth of Nations (2011) 
 
substantial ‘subsoil assets’ within ‘natural capital’, 2005 

depletion of subsoil (mineral) assets = 9% of income 

net decline in SA’s per person wealth: $245   



World Bank 
(minimalist) 
adjustments 
to ‘genuine 

savings’ 
fixed capital (-), 
education (+), 

natural resource 
depletion (-), and 

pollution (-) 
 

      

 







multinational corporate profits 
as a percentage of firm equity 

  

 

Source: UN Conference on Trade and Development (2007), World Investment Report 2007, Geneva.  

extractive industries 



what is ‘climate justice’? 
core principles from Rights of Mother Earth  
conference, Cochabamba, Bolivia (April 2010) 

•50 percent reduction of greenhouse gas emissions by 2017 
•stabilising temperature rises to 1C and 300 Parts Per Million 

•acknowledging the climate debt 
owed by developed countries (6% of GDP) 
•full respect for Human Rights and the inherent rights of indigenous people 
•universal declaration of Mother Earth rights to ensure harmony with nature 
•establishment of an International Court of Climate Justice 

•rejection of carbon markets, and 
REDD’s commodifed nature and forests 
•promotion of change in consumption patterns of developed countries 
•end of intellectual property rights for climate technologies 



UK labour 
searches 

for a 
‘Just 

Transition’ 



 vital need for SA ‘Million Climate Jobs’ campaign, 
so metalworkers get ‘Just Transition’: guaranteed, 
well-paid jobs in public/community renewable 
sector that help society and save the planet 

 

http://www.climatejobs.org.za/ 



Transforming the unsustainable capitalist system 
Focus on the Global South position paper on Climate Change, Nov 2012 

 

• More than two-thirds of coal, oil and gas 
should be left under the soil 

• The right to development must not be used to 
promote more consumerist and capitalist 
societies 

• Stop the false solutions 
• No more speculation with carbon markets 
• Joint social and environmental struggles to 

change the balance of forces 



Focus on the Global South: 

The alternatives to cool the planet come from below 
 

 

• alternatives like food sovereignty and agro-ecology instead of agro 
toxics and agribusiness;  

• public transport instead of unsustainable production of cars;  
• durable goods with less use of energy and natural resources instead 

of products designed for over consumption;  
• local production and consumption to avoid the waste of energy in 

global transport;  
• de-globalization for the people instead of globalization for the 

corporations;  
• new balance between agriculture and industry as well as between 

countryside and city to reverse massive urban slums of rural 
refugees;  

• social and not private management of the fundamental services.  



Our World is not for Sale 
June 2012 

• more practical linkages of 
eco-social issues;  

• critique of financialisation, 
demand for debt audits; 

• critique of Resource Curse; 
• defense of rights of nature 

and commons 



CJ movement: leave the oil in the soil,  
the coal in the hole, the tarsand in the land, 
and the fracking shale-gas under the grass 

  • Niger Delta women, Environmental Rights Action, MEND halted majority of oil exploitation, 2008 
• Canada: Alberta anti-tarsands green and indigenous activists, and Quebecois versus shale-gas 
• British Climate Camp (Crude Awakening block Coryton oil refinery, 2010 – MI5 spy couldn’t crack it) 
• Australian Rising Tide regularly block Newcastle coal exports 
• Norwegian environmentalists and Attac win against state oil company in Lofoten region, 2011 
• Ecuador’s Amazon indigenous activists + Accion Ecologica halt oil drilling in Yasuni National Park  
• stopping US King Coal: Mountain Top Removal nearly halted in Appalachia; Navajo Nation forced 

cancellation of Black Meza (Arizona) mine permit against world’s largest coal company, Peabody;  
Powder River Basin (MN, WY) farmers and ranchers fight coal expansion 

• derailing US coal energy: nearly all 151 proposed new coal power plants in Bush Energy Plan 
cancelled, abandoned or stalled since 2007; key community forces: Indigenous Environmental 
Network, Energy Justice Network and Western Mining Action Network, plus Sierra legal team 

• preventing incinerators: since 2000, no new waste incinerators (more carbon-intensive than coal 
and leading source of cancer-causing dioxins)  
– Global Alliance for Incinerator Alternatives, Detroit victory, world wastepickers movement 

• defeating Chevron expansion in Richmond, CA 
• undamming Mega Hydro at Klamath River: indigenous communities defeat Pacificorp Power 
• building resilient communities through local action: frontline communities winning campaigns 

linking climate justice to basic survival  
– e.g., Oakland Climate Action Coalition opposes climate disruption, promotes Just Transition 



       

  

 

Long waves of debt and default (by sovereign leaders) 
The Kondratieff Wave 



http://davidharvey.org 



‘circuits of capital’: where flows go, unevenly 

CRISIS 

EXPLOITATION 

SUPER-EXPLOITATION 

SUPER-EXPLOITATION 

SUPER-EXPLOITATION 

Source: David Harvey,  
The Urbanization of Capital 

consumer 
credit boom, 
mutual aid 
systems, ‘site 
and service’, etc 
 
 
 
 
 
gendered 
reproduction 
of labour 
power, etc 
 
 
 
commercial-
isation, home-
based care, etc 
 
 

and SUPER-EXPLOITATION 
outsourced work, labour broking, gender 

discrimination, abuse of immigrants, etc 
 



Several decades of per capita GDP growth stagnation 



economic resistance from below? 



2011-12: Arab Spring, ‘Indignados’ of Spain, 
Greeks and Italians, Occupy in the US and 

Europe, Nigeria Occupy, Senegal, etc 





       

  

 

Source: Michael Burawoy 

waves of commodification and decommodification 



  

can we get there? two contrary  
directions for framing campaign strategy: 

 

1) ‘reformist reforms’: 
 strengthen the internal logic of the system, by smoothing rough edges 
 allow the system to relegitimise 
 give confidence to status quo ideas and forces 
 leave activists disempowered or coopted 
 confirm society’s fear of power, apathy and cynicism about activism 

2) ‘non-reformist reforms’: 
 counteract the internal logic of the system, by confronting core dynamics 
 continue system delegitimisation 
 give confidence to critical ideas and social forces 
 leave activists empowered with momentum for next struggle 
 replace social apathy with confidence in activist integrity and leadership 
 
 

(for these distinctions, thanks to Andre Gorz, John Saul, Boris Kagarlitsky, Gosta Esping-Andersen) 



case study of successful  
local/internationalist social  
movement solidarity for   
access to Anti-RetroViral (ARV) 
drugs to treat AIDS 
 
 

Gugu Dlamini  
• 1990s – US promotes Intellectual Property above all, 

monopoly-patented ARVs cost $15 000/person/year 
• 1997 – SA’s Medicines Act allows ‘compulsory licensing’ 
• 1998 – US State Dept counters with ‘full court press’, 

Treatment Action Campaign (TAC) formed, death of 
Durban AIDS activist Gugu Dlamini due to stigmatization 

• 1999 – Al Gore for president, ACTUP! opposition, Seattle 
WTO protest and Bill Clinton surrender 

• 2000 – AIDS Durban conference, Thabo Mbeki denialism 
• 2001 – ‘PMA-SA v Mandela’ lawsuit w MSF & Oxfam, 

while TAC imports Thai, Brazilian, Indian generics 
  
 



TAC’s Anti-RetroVirals campaign successes: 
 

 
  
 

Zackie Ahmat,  

Nelson Mandela 

• 2001 – SA Constitutional Court supports nevirapine,  
major WTO TRIPS concession at Doha 

• 2002 – critiques of Mbeki, Tshabalala-Msimang, Erwin 
• 2003 – ANC compels change in state policy 
• 2004 – generics produced in SA, followed by roll-out 
• 2012 – 1.5 million recipients, 8-year life expectancy rise 
• threats – Obama’s Pepfar cuts, Global Fund crisis 

 

 
 

   lessons for social resistance: 
• commoning intellectual property 
• decommodification 
• destratification 
• deglobalisation of capital 
• globalisation of solidarity 

 











but will divisions continue between greens and reds? 



 
 
six constituencies against SA’s Resource Curse 
1) mineworkers and their unions - often want mere incremental reforms which 

could be terribly important to surrounding communities, especially in relation to higher wage levels, better 
occupational health and safety, rights to organise, and reducing pollution, though as we have seen there is a 
tendency in some mining regimes for a strong union to get lazy and become a company sweetheart; 

2) mining communities (including networks of youth, the elderly, etc): often divided because 

some want to 'leave the mineral in the soil' and others want partial shares in minerals exploitation or much 
better facilities (creches, clinics, schools, housing, local outsourcing, etc from mining houses), with hence very 
different logics (as with most things lumped under the name 'community'); 

3) environmentalists - generally oppose minerals exploitation, on grounds that eco-wreckage 

violates ‘rights to nature’, as well as due to climate concerns, as mining consumes so much coal-fired electricity; 

4) women - lots of conflicting interests but vital for consideration in terms of equity, reproduction of 

labour power, prevention of sexual violence, abuse in migrant labour systems, etc; 

5) nationalists - who either want more mineral extraction but under state ownership or with higher 

resource taxes (e.g. Chavista-style)  or more beneficiation… or who oppose Resource Curse extraction; 

6) ecosocialists - who typically would want to look at the situation in each case from a sensitive 

standpoint with awareness first and foremost about transition to a new mode of production, and hence whose 
most logical solidarities are to mining communities, women and radical environmentalists, but who also deploy 
nationalist arguments to prevent the kind of minerals-oriented looting we see so much of... 

 
 

can these forces unite to socialise natural resources? 





86 

 
South African campaigns  
for decommodification,  
destratification and the  
deglobalization of capital 
• SA activists turning several ongoing  
struggles to turn basic needs into human rights: 

– free antiretroviral medicines; 
– National Health Insurance; 
– free water (50 liters/person/day); 
– free electricity (at least 1 kWh/c/d); 
– thorough-going land/housing reform; 
– free basic education; 
– renationalisation of Telkom for lifeline phone services; 
– prohibition on services disconnections and evictions;  
– a 'Basic Income Grant' ; and 
– the right to a job! 

• as ‘non-reformist reforms’, all such services should be universal, partly 
financed by penalizing luxury consumption. 

• interlocking/overlapping campaigns – but so far not unified due to 
macropolitical conjuncture (especially sustained Zuma faction within ANC) 



GLOBAL ENVIRONMENTAL APARTHEID 

if we continue to fail… 




