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Durban, South Africa 

Savannah, 

Georgia 

 what have we got in common? 
 2.5 million containers/year pass through 

USA’s 4th largest port and Africa’s 2nd largest 







 old ships: 5000 TEUs (20ft containers) 

 anything bigger: ‘post-Panamax’ 



 yesterday: new normal for shipping 



 new cranes for 12,800 TEU ships 



this river now needs dredging 



 to remove 10 more feet of sludge 



The “Savannah Harbor Expansion Project” (SHEP) poses a number of dangers to the Savannah River’s fragile 
ecosystem, but it is also widely viewed as important to the state's economy. 
 Dredging activities in the Savannah River, and the saltwater intrusion upriver that dredging causes, have been 
priority concerns of the Georgia Conservancy for more than 30 years. This latest dredging project proposed for the 
Savannah River, the SHEP, was authorized by Congress in August 1999 with $230 million in federal funding.  That 
authorization calls for the Savannah Harbor to be deepened from 42 feet to as much as 48 feet along the 36-mile 
stretch of the river from its mouth at the Atlantic to the port terminal near downtown Savannah. The Georgia Ports 
Authority (GPA) sponsored the SHEP because it would allow for the Port of Savannah to accommodate larger cargo 
vessels known as post-Panamax.  An increase in post-Panamax traffic is forecasted for the Eastern Seaboard once 
the construction of a new third lane is completed in the Panama Canal system by 2014… 
 On June 5, the Georgia Conservancy submitted to the Corps its comments regarding the Final EIS. Our review 
of the Final EIS and Final General Re-evaluation Report (GRR) has raised serious concerns about the environmental 
damage to the Savannah River ecosystem that will result from the SHEP. Our main concerns: 
• A further decrease in dissolved oxygen in the Savannah River 
• The loss of wetlands and marsh from increased intrusion of salt water 
• The destruction of spawning habitat for native fish (striped bass, Atlantic sturgeon, shortnose sturgeon) 
• The introduction of invasive species through the ballasts of the larger post-Panamax ships 
• The potential for increased fatal ship strikes on North Atlantic right whales 



 new hub-spoke model for container ports 



 driven by $5 bn investment 



 to unblock this bottleneck: 
 

 the Panama Canal 
 



















what about climate change? 
impact of vast new ships is ‘efficient’ 

and climate -positive, say proponents: 
less bunker fuel per TEU delivered 





and now there’s a Pandora’s Box 
for mega-shipping: the route 

across the North Pole 



 and there’s deep-sea oil to be 
drilled down there, too 

 







thanks in part (4%) to bunker fuels 



the world’s filthiest transport energy 





welcome to Durban harbour 



$25 billion shipping-petrochem makeover: 
1) 1-3) deepening/widening of main port 

2) 4) new roads & dug-out port (old airport) 
3) 5-6) major expansion of old port 

to increase traffic from 2.5 to 20 mn TEUs/year 



single buoy 
mooring: 

80% of SA’s 
intake 

Sapref: 
BP/Shell 

Engen:  80% 
Petronas 

(Malaysia) 

in an already 
hypertoxic 

South Durban, 
‘Africa’s armpit’ 

Toyota car 
assembly 

Mondi 
paper mill 

hazardous petro-
chemical plants 

Africa’s 
biggest port 

Island View 
tank farm 

Africa’s largest oil 
refining complex 

container 
terminals 

freight 
traffic 

(often illegal) 

new capacity: R250 billion plan! 



$25 bn ‘Back of Port’ project  







can we use 
climate change 
arguments in 

Environmental 
Impact 

Assessments,  
to question the 
logic of hyper-

competitive 
port-petrochem 

expansion? 



our complaint: 
Transnet hires eco-

consultants who are 
climate denialists   



that’s rather dated info… our rebuttal: 



* by expanding the shipping capacity of Durban harbour to super post-Panamax scale through this R4 billion 
project, are we going to be taking up excessive amounts of South Africa's carbon budget and therefore ruining the 
government's pledge to peak and then decrease emissions after 2020?; 
 
* since expanding the shipping capacity also requires expanding the freight capacity, the danger is that more 
emissions, congestion, and trucking-related accidents will occur in an area demonstrably unsuitable given lack of 
road transport and inadequate shifting of freight to rail, so it is critical to inform the public, what is the amount of 
the new freight capacity being built to handle the much larger shipping and what proportion of this is being 
anticipated for freight haulage by rail and by trucking respectively? 
 
* has this recommendation by the Academy of Sciences of South Africa, in its 2011 book Towards a Low Carbon 
City, commissioned by the city, been incorporated? “The transport sector is pivotal to the transition to a low 
carbon city... The top priority was identified as the need to reduce the vehicle kilometers travelled in the road 
freight sector as this provided the greatest opportunity to simultaneously reduce emissions of GreenHouse Gases 
and traditional air pollutants.”  
 
* how much additional CO2 will be emitted by the bunker fuel that is consumed by ships en route to and from 
Durban as a result of the vast new capacity associated with super post-Panamax ships that will soon be capable of 
entering our harbour?; 
 
* how much additional CO2 will be emitted by the trucks that will haul the new freight, assuming this expansion is 
the crucial link in raising capacity from 2.3 to 5 million containers annually? 
 
I would also like to register concern that the capital-intensive process will not lead to higher numbers of jobs, and 
that the import of large quantities of manufactured goods made possible by the new berths will further 
deindustrialise South Africa. Would you please share with the public information about these likely economic and 
labour market impacts? 





even Washington 
realises rising sea 

level justifies a 
60% increase in 
internal costings 

of climate change 



what other damage? 









Source: South Durban Community Environmental Alliance 

South Durban’s most 
explosive refinery: Engen                

Settlers Primary School: 
52% asthma rate (world’s highest) 



 

 

fires, explosions 
in South Durban 

25 October 2008, flaring, regular 
occurrence at SAPREF and Engen 

Source: South Durban Community Environmental Alliance 

• 21 September 2007, 
Island View Storage (IVS) 
facility, tank explosion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• 18 September 2007, 
explosion at the IVS 
facility. 

SDCEA demands refinery closure 

18 January 2005, explosion at 
Engen Refinery 



S. Durban’s 
next most 
explosive 
tank farm: 

Island View 



 



October 10, 2011 

October 11, 2011: war on Engen 

Settlers Primary School: 52% asthma rate, highest in world  





community /environmental opposition 



in meeting after meeting: unanimous 
opposition to port-petrochem expansion 











will state/capital’s incremental strategy 
plus community co-optation work? 









Global Day of Action, Durban, South Africa, Saturday, December 3, 2011 



extreme beachfront damage 

then came March 2007 storm 



also poor and working people – especially shackdwellers 

not just the rich living on the beachfront 



Engen refinery, August 2012 



activists envisage 5-step 
‘South Durban Detox’ 

resist,rezone, restructure 
 

1) reverse attempted rezoning of Clairwood  
2) enforce/expand existing residential zoning 

of Clairwood, Merebank and Wentworth 
3) mobilise solidarity in Durban & everywhere 

4) take seriously climate rhetoric: shift freight to 
trains, lower trade vulnerability, de-smokestack  
5) plan/implement post-pollution, post-carbon 
Durban with ‘Million Climate Jobs’ campaign 

 



Durban’s COP17 
‘Conference of Parties’ 

28 Nov-9 Dec 2011 
International Convention Centre 



last time SA hosted  
global environment 
conference: WSSD 

World Summit on Sustainable Development 
Johannesburg, 31 August 2002: 30,000 protested 
UN ‘type-two partnerships’, privatisation of 

water, emissions trading, neoliberalism  
 





Major sites for neoliberal plus 
sustainable dev. discourses  



solutions within global governance? 
top-down failures in economics, politics, environment 

 
  

Montreal Protocol banning CFCs, 1987 
 

but since then:   
• World Bank, IMF Annual Meetings:  
trivial reforms - China rising, Africa falling 
• Post-Washington Consensus: rhetoric 
• UN MDG strategies, 2000: missed targets 
• WTO Doha Agenda 2001: failure (WTO dead) 
• Monterrery 2002 Financing for Development and G20 
global financial reregulation 2008-12: failure 
• wars in Central Asia, Middle East, N.Africa 2001-? 
• UN Security Council Reform failed, 2005 
• G8 promises on aid, NEPAD/APRM, Gleneagles: broken 
• Kyoto Protocol 1997 and after – Copenhagen (2009), 
Cancun (2010), Durban (2011) & Doha (2012) disasters 



Copenhagen Accord, COP 15, December 2009 

• Jacob Zuma (SA) 
• Lula da Silva (Brazil) 
• Barack Obama (USA) 
• Wen Jiabao (China) 

• Manmohan Singh (India) 



COP 16 
UNFCCC revived 



Durban’s COP17 
‘Conference of 
Polluters’ 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Trevor Houser, a climate and 
energy analyst at the Rhodium 
Group and a former adviser to the 
chief American climate negotiator, 
Todd D. Stern, said that the Durban 
platform was promising because of 
what it did not say.  
 “There is no mention of 
historic responsibility or per 
capita emissions. There is no 
mention of economic development 
as the priority for developing 
countries. There is no mention of a 
difference between developed and 
developing country action.” 





former Qatar oil minister 

Abdullah Bin Hamad al-Attiyah 

former carbon trader 

Christiana Figueres 



UNFCCC 

structural 
problem: 
national 

self-interest 
at UN COPs 







concept of 
‘ecological 
debt’ now 
recognised 
– as ‘loss & 
damage’ at 

COP18 



Richard Norgaard, economist at 
University of California, Berkeley: 

“At least to some extent, the rich 
nations have developed at the expense 

of the poor, and, in effect, there is a 
debt to the poor. That, perhaps, is one 
reason that they are poor. You don't 

see it until you do the kind of 
accounting that we do here.”  



Accion Ecologica: ecological debt is ‘the 
debt accumulated by Northern, industrial 
countries toward Third World countries on 

account of resource plundering, 
environmental damages, and the free 
occupation of environmental space to 

deposit wastes, such as greenhouse gases, 
from the industrial countries.’ 



 

greenhouse gas emissions 
per person, 2000 

 
USA 

Canada  
Australia 

Saudi Arabia 
Kazakhstan 

Russia 

the climate debt 

who owes? 



North-South climate debt rises if 
we include outsourced production 

 



who’s owed? climate change ‘creditors’ 

main losers:  
small islands, 
Central America,  
central South America, 
Central and Southeast Asia 
and much of Africa 



 





lead US climate negotiator Todd Stern,  
on demand for recognising climate debt 

 
'The sense of guilt or  

culpability or reparations  
– I just categorically 
reject that' 

Stern thus rejects core 
principle: ‘polluter pays’ 

WikiLeaks revealed  
(Feb ‘10) Stern/Pershing 
bribery and bullying:  

Ethiopia, Maldives 

Ethiopian tyrant 
Meles Zenawi:  
UN Advisory  
Group on 
Finance cochair 
halved AU’s 
2009 demands 
for climate debt  

Maldives cabinet gets 
$50m in US aid = U-turn, 
to support Copenhagen   



instead of paying its 
debt, US plays the 
pollution markets 
 

 

 

 

 

      

     

 

DATE: December 12, 1991 
TO: Distribution 
FR: Lawrence H. Summers 

... I think the economic logic behind 
dumping a load of toxic waste in the 
lowest wage country is impeccable and we 
should face up to that… I’ve always 
thought that under-populated countries in 
Africa are vastly UNDER-polluted. (World Bank 
chief economist Larry Summers, later US Treasury Secretary, Obama’s 
economic manager, WB presidential candidate – www.whirledbank.org)  

 



José Lutzenberger: "Your reasoning is perfectly logical but 
totally insane." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Collor fired Lutzenberger; Summers became US Treasury 
Secretary, President of Harvard and Obama’s economic czar 



‘Viagra Shot’ for Carbon Markets -- Financial Times, p. 1, 12 December 2011  

A global climate deal to extend the life of the Kyoto treaty and establish the parameters for negotiating a new pact by 2015 will 
provide a fresh stimulus to the world’s floundering carbon markets, according to bankers and analysts. “The deal provides a 
significant boost for investors in low-carbon technology,” said Abyd Karmali, global head of carbon markets at Bank of America 
Merrill Lynch, adding this was an achievement amid the woes of the eurozone crisis. In one of the more bullish business 
assessments of the new pact, which also includes a separate agreement to negotiate a new process aimed at legally obliging all 

countries to commit to cut their carbon emissions, he said the deal was “like a Viagra shot for the flailing 
carbon markets”. Carbon prices have plunged to record lows in recent weeks as Europe’s 
emissions trading scheme, the world’s largest, has been hit by eurozone uncertainties and 
fears of an oversupply of carbon credits.  



carbon trading strategy: 
in 1997, US vice-president Al Gore 
(later a carbon trader) pushed for 

Kyoto to include emissions markets,  
in exchange for Washington’s promised 

support … promise soon broken  

‘The European Union has 
adopted this US innovation 

and is making it work 
effectively there.’  
(An Inconvenient Truth, p. 252) 



impossible to finance renewable 
energy with such low carbon prices 

EU emissions market crashes, 2006-09 

does EU carbon trading  
‘work effectively’? 



impossible to finance renewable 
energy with such low carbon prices 

emissions market crashes, 2008-12  
2009 VAT fraud, 2010 resale fraud, 2011 theft-closure, 2012 stagnation, 2013 bailout failure 

does EU carbon trading  
‘work effectively’? 





8-min critique of carbon trading  
www.storyofcapandtrade.org 

 



transforming fossil-addicted systems and 
paying for adaptation and loss & damage: 

 
• promised by Hillary Clinton at Copenhagen – but 
not available during current fiscal crisis 
•$100 billion isn’t enough 
• who benefits? existing power elite and aid 
industry – not poor climate victims 
• ‘False Solutions’ to be funded 
• carbon trade to provide 50% of GCF revenue? (so 
say Nick Stern and Trevor Manuel) 
• World Bank is interim GCF trustee despite leading 
role in fossil fuel financing 

 
Green Climate Fund – $100bn/year by 2020 
      



a better precedent: the ICC 

The International Criminal Court (ICC) 
created the Trust Fund for Victims, 
providing reparations to persons whose 
rights were violated, whether or not a 
criminal was convicted. The ICC defines 
reparations as “relieving the suffering and 
affording justice to victims not only 
through the conviction of the perpetrator 
by this Court, but also by attempting to 
redress the consequences”.  



The results after one year of implementation have 
been remarkable. 
• Before the pilot program, 42% of children in the 

village were malnourished. Now the proportion 
of malnourished children has dropped 
significantly, to 10%.  

• The village school reported higher attendance 
rates … children were better fed and more 
attentive.  

• Police statistics showed a 36.5% drop in crime 
since the introduction of the grants. 

• Poverty rates declined from 86% to 68% (97% to 
43% when controlled for migration).  

• Unemployment dropped as well, from 60% to 
45%, and there was a 29% increase in average 
earned income, excluding the BIG. 

 

Carnegie Council: 
http://www.policyinnovations.org/ideas/briefings/data/000163 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Basic Income 
Grant (BIG) pilot in 
Otjivero, Namibia 

(funded by German-
Namibian Evangelical 

Lutheran church)  
Council of Churches of Namibia (CCN), the 
National Union of Namibian Workers (NUNW), the 
umbrella body of the NGOs (NANGOF), the 
umbrella body of the AIDS organisations 
(NANASO), the National Youth Service (NYC), the 
Church Alliance for Orphans (CAFO), the Legal 
Assistance Centre (LAC) and the Labour Resource 
and Research Institute (LaRRI) 



what is ‘climate justice’? 
core principles from Rights of Mother Earth  
conference, Cochabamba, Bolivia (April 2010) 

•50 percent reduction of greenhouse gas emissions by 2017 
•stabilising temperature rises to 1C and 300 Parts Per Million 

•acknowledging the climate debt 
owed by developed countries (6% of GDP) 
•full respect for Human Rights and the inherent rights of indigenous people 
•universal declaration of Mother Earth rights to ensure harmony with nature 
•establishment of an International Court of Climate Justice 

•rejection of carbon markets, and 
REDD’s commodifed nature and forests 
•promotion of change in consumption patterns of developed countries 
•end of intellectual property rights for climate technologies 

Evo Morales 





pay to leave the oil in the soil? 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 Yasuni ITT in Ecuador’s Amazon rainforest 



Ecuador 



Oilwatch research trip 
to Yasuni, July 2011 

Yasuni ITT in Ecuador’s 
Amazon rainforest 

 

oil here = 407 mn tons of CO2 



Accion Ecologica, Quito 
eco-feminist-indigenous defence of Yasuni 

http://www.accionecologica.org/ 
http://www.amazoniaporlavida.org/es/El-Juego-del-Yasuni/age-of-yasuni-un-esfuerzo-para-hacer-visibles-las-luchas-de-los-pueblos-originarios.html 



UNDP: “The Government will issue Yasuni Guarantee Certificates for sale to private and/or public 

entities in mitigating greenhouse gas emissions through avoidance of oil and gas extractions from 
megabiodiverse areas that are highly socially and environmentally sensitive” 





currents of a global eco-social movement 
‘climate justice’ traditions, 1990s-2011 

 
  

• 1990s environmental anti-racism; 
• 1990s Accion Ecologica environmental debt demands;  
• late 1990s Jubilee movement against Northern financial domination;  
• 2000s global justice movement (following Seattle World Trade 
Organisation protest) and first ‘climate justice’ conference (Amsterdam);  
• environmentalists and corporate critics who in 2004 started the 
Durban Group for Climate Justice; 
• 2007 founding of the Climate Justice Now! (CJN) network in Bali; 
• emergence of a parallel (but not programmatically opposed) political 
tendency in the Peoples Movement on Climate Change (2008); 
• 2009 rise of the European left’s Climate Justice Alliance in advance of 
the Copenhagen Conference of the Parties (COP);  
• renewed direct-action initiatives that potentially ties in mainstream 
groups like Greenpeace and 350.org; 
• renewed grassroots campaigning across the world; and 
• potential link to national states (via Third World Network), e.g.  April 
2010 Cochabamba ‘World Conference of Peoples on Climate Change and 
the Rights of Mother Earth’ sponsored by Bolivian government  



search for  
Just 

Transition 
with labor 



 vital need for SA’s ‘Million Climate Jobs’ 
campaign, so that affected workers have a 
Just Transition: guaranteed, well-paid jobs 
that help society and save the planet! 
 

http://www.climatejobs.org.za/ 



CJ movement: leave the oil in the soil,  
the coal in the hole, the tarsand in the land 

• Niger Delta women, Environmental Rights Action, MEND halted most oil exploitation in 2008 
• Ecuador’s Amazon indigenous activists + Accion Ecologica halt oil drilling in Yasuni Park 
• British Climate Camp (Crude Awakening block Coryton refinery, MI5 spy couldn’t crack it) 
• Australian Rising Tide regularly block Newcastle coal exports 
• Norwegian environmentalists and Attac win against state oil company in Lofoten region, 2011 
• Canada: Alberta anti-tarsands green and indigenous activists  
• stopping US King Coal: Mountain Top Removal nearly halted in Appalachia; Navajo Nation 

forced cancellation of Black Meza (Arizona) mine permit against world’s largest coal company, 
Peabody;  Powder River Basin (MN, WY) farmers and ranchers fight coal expansion 

• derailing US coal energy: nearly all 151 proposed new coal power plants in Bush Energy Plan 
cancelled, abandoned or stalled since 2007; key community forces: Indigenous Environmental 
Network, Energy Justice Network and Western Mining Action Network, plus Sierra legal team 

• preventing incinerators: since 2000, no new waste incinerators (more carbon-intensive than 
coal and leading source of cancer-causing dioxins)  
– Global Alliance for Incinerator Alternatives, Detroit victory, world wastepickers mvt 

• defeating Chevron expansion in Richmond, CA 
• undamming Mega Hydro at Klamath River: indigenous communities defeat Pacificorp Power 
• building resilient communities through local action: frontline communities winning campaigns 

linking climate justice to basic survival - e.g., Oakland Climate Action Coalition Just Transition 
• movement to halt fracking of shale gas: France, Quebec, Pittsburgh, Nigeria, South Africa 





  

two contrary directions for  
framing campaign strategies: 

 

1) ‘reformist reforms’: 
 strengthen the internal logic of the system, by smoothing rough edges 
 allow the system to relegitimise 
 give confidence to status quo ideas and forces 
 leave activists disempowered or coopted 
 confirm society’s fear of power, apathy and cynicism about activism 

2) ‘non-reformist reforms’: 
 counteract the internal logic of the system, by confronting core dynamics 
 continue system delegitimisation 
 give confidence to critical ideas and social forces 
 leave activists empowered with momentum for next struggle 
 replace social apathy with confidence in activist integrity and leadership 
 
 

(for these distinctions, thanks to Andre Gorz, John Saul, Boris Kagarlitsky, Gosta Esping-Andersen) 



Climate Justice Now!SA opposes emissions, privatised 
electricity, Eskom coal and nuclear, carbon trading:  

 demands conservation/renewables and electricity-as-a-right 

to avoid 

this danger: 



 South Africa’s  

‘service  
delivery  
protests’ 

  







case study #1 of service 
delivery protest: 

decommodifying 
water in South  

African townships 
 



South Africa’s right to water? 
• ‘everyone has the right to an 

environment that is not harmful to 
their health or well-being... 
everyone has the right to have 
access to... sufficient water’ 
– Bill of Rights, Constitution of the Republic of SA, 1996 – subject to 

‘progressive realisation of rights’ and budget constraints clauses 
  
• 2003-09 lawsuit by Soweto activists and Coalition Against 
Water Privatisation (CAWP) against Johannesburg 
government (and by implication, Paris-based Suez): 
http://www.law.wits.ac.za/cals 



two core aspects of  
Mazibuko v Johannesburg case 

• How much water? 
– City of Joburg and Suez (2001): 25 litres/capita/day 

– Phiri activists, CAWP, CALS (2003): 50 lcd 

– High Court (Tsoka in April 2008): 50 lcd 

– Constitutional Court (Oct 2009): ‘we don’t DO policy’  

• What delivery mechanism? 
– Joburg, Suez: pre-payment meters 

– Phiri et al: credit meters (as in white areas) 

– High Court: pre-payment meters are discriminatory 

– ConCourt: no problem with pre-payment meters 



critiques of socio-economic ‘rights talk’ 
(mostly from Critical Legal Scholars e.g. Roithmayr, Madlingozi, Pieterse, Brandt) 

• individualist: private/familial instead of public/political  

• consumption-oriented, without linkages to production, ecology 

• ‘framed not to resist but to legitimise neoliberalism’ (Daria Roithmayr) 

• leaves in place society’s class structure, and ‘bleeds off any real move 

to dismantle these processes through redistribution and reparations’ 

(DR) 

• technicist discourse: alienates mass base and society in general 

• mass-based organisations become the ‘client’, are ‘domesticated’ 

(Tshepo Madlingozi), are told to halt protests during litigation 

• rights are ‘watered down’ with Constitutional clauses of ‘progressive 

realisation’, ‘reasonable’ measures and ‘within available resources’ 

• legal alleyways distract from a more transformative route to politics 

• for class reasons, judges are amongst society’s most conservative elites  

• capitalism won’t deliver these goods!   



lessons from Mazibuko  
for activists, intellectuals, lawyers 

• broader commons framing, including Rights of Nature 
• use human rights narrative purely for defensive 

purposes (injunctions against disconnections), not to 
change policy (confirming Critical Legal Studies’ 
‘contingency’ theory) 

• use rights narrative for social education and 
mobilisation (Treatment Action Campaign) but beware 
demobilisation potential 

• for real relief: reconnection,  
 turning meters into ‘statues’,  
 ‘commoning’ and mutual aid,  
 social mobilization and protest 



case study #2 of service delivery 
protest: local/internationalist  
social movement solidarity for   
access to Anti-RetroViral drugs 
 

 
Gugu Dlamini  

• 1990s – US promotes Intellectual Property above all, 
monopoly-patented ARVs cost $15 000/person/year 

• 1997 – SA’s Medicines Act allows ‘compulsory licensing’ 
• 1998 – US State Dept counters with ‘full court press’, 

Treatment Action Campaign (TAC) formed, death of 
Durban AIDS activist Gugu Dlamini due to stigmatization 

• 1999 – Al Gore for president, ACTUP! opposition, Seattle 
WTO protest and Bill Clinton surrender 

• 2000 – AIDS Durban conference, Thabo Mbeki denialism 
• 2001 – ‘PMA-SA v Mandela’ lawsuit w MSF & Oxfam, while 

TAC imports Thai, Brazilian, Indian generics 
  
 



TAC’s Anti-RetroVirals campaign successes: 
 

 
  
 

Zackie Ahmat,  

Nelson Mandela 

• 2001 – Constitutional Court supports nevirapine,  
major WTO TRIPS concession at Doha 

• 2002 – critiques of Mbeki, Manto Tshabalala-Msimang 
• 2003 – ANC compels change in state policy 
• 2004 – generics produced in SA 
• 2009 – nearly 800 000 public sector recipients  
• 2010-11 threats – fiscal austerity, Obama’s Pepfar cuts 

 

 
 

   lessons for social resistance: 
• commoning intellectual property 
• decommodification 
• destratification 
• deglobalisation of capital 
• globalisation of solidarity 
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pbond@mail.ngo.za 
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