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the market and the state
Karl Polanyi’s
‘double movement’
The Great Transformation (1957): ‘the extension 
of the market organisation in respect to 
genuine commodities was accompanied 
by its restriction’ via civil society activism

Frantz Fanon on post-colonial elites:
The national middle class which takes over power at the end of the colonial 
regime is an under-developed middle class. It has practically no economic 

power, and in any case it is in no way commensurate with the bourgeoisie of 
the mother country which it hopes to replace. In its wilful narcissism, the 

national middle class is easily convinced that it can advantageously replace 
the middle class of the mother country. But that same independence which 
literally drives it into a comer will give rise within its ranks to catastrophic 
reactions… - Frantz Fanon,  ‘Pitfalls of National Consciousness’



Source: Michael Burawoy

waves of commodification and decommodification



globalisation (as response to overaccumulation crisis):
several decades of per capita GDP growth stagnation

per capita GDP as the most banal measure of ‘progress’



South African growth/decline

Great Depression & WWII 
deglobalisation

globalisation



Long waves of debt and default (by sovereign leaders)

Source: UNDP 1999 Human 
Development Report, p.55

Zimbabwe inward/outward zigzag:
deglobalisation and growth, 1980s

globalisation and decline, 1990s
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Phases of inward/outward macro-economic policy, 1920s-present

deepening crisis across all sectors of the 
economy

uneven return to dirigist policies--e.g., exchange controls, a 
currency peg, luxury import tariffs (but followed by a regional 
free-trade agreement), foreign debt default, uncontrolled 
budgetary growth, negative real interest rates--under 
conditions of desperation and capital flight

1997-
2008

dramatic volatility and vulnerability in many 
markets, deindustrialisation, 
underdevelopment

rapid liberalisation of finance and trade1990s

enhancement of developmental state’s human 
capital functions, yet uneven economic record

gradual loosening of financial/trade restrictions and strong 
(but not decisive) export drive

1980s

initial dramatic recovery, followed by a crisis of 
overproduction and civil war 

heightened financial/trade regulation coincident with 
sanctions

1960s-
70s

large inflows of foreign investment, but 
overproduction problems and unsustainable 
financial and trade relations

increasing financial and trade regulation1950s

high growth and inward maturation of 
secondary industry

relative isolation1930s-
40s

beginning of industrial developmentprotection for local manufacturers1920s

ECONOMIC CONDITIONSRELEVANT POLICYERA

uneven recovery, without inflation but with 
difficulties in cash circulation in rural/poor Zim

rapid liberalisation of finance, monetary system and trade, 
especially currency--but debt default means no new loans

2009-
10



UNEVEN DEVELOPMENT: UNEVEN DEVELOPMENT: 
is there an antidote?!is there an antidote?!



9

National People’s Convention Charter
February 2008, Harare

• Signatories include community, labour, church, youth, women’s, 
political, human rights and other groups, for example, 
– the Combined Harare Residents’ Association, 
– Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition, 
– International Socialist Organisation, 
– Media Institute of Southern Africa, 
– National Association of Non-Governmental Organisations, 
– National Constitutional Assembly, 
– Progressive Teachers’ Union of Zimbabwe, 
– Women of Zimbabwe Arise, 
– Zimbabwe Coalition on Debt and Development, 
– Zimbabwe Congress of Trade Unions, 
– Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights, 
– Zimbabwe National Students Union and 
– the Zimbabwe Social Forum.
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National People’s Convention Charter
February 2008, Harare

• Because the colonial and post colonial periods 
resulted in massive growth in social inequality and 
marginalisation of women, youths, peasants, 
informal traders, workers, the disabled, 
professionals and the ordinary people in general, 
we hereby make it known that our national 
economy belongs to the people of Zimbabwe and 
must serve as a mechanism through which everyone 
shall be equally guaranteed the rights to dignity, 
economic and social justice.
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National People’s Convention Charter
February 2008, Harare

• People-centered economic planning and budgets at 
national and local government levels that guarantee 
social and economic rights

• public programmes to build schools, hospitals, 
houses, dams and roads and create jobs 

• equitable access to and distribution of national 
resources for the benefit of all people of Zimbabwe. 

• equitable, open and fair redistribution of land from 
the few to the many.
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National People’s Convention Charter
February 2008, Harare

• Free and quality public health care including free drugs, treatment, 
care and support for those living with HIV and AIDS; 

• a living pension and social security allowances…; 
• decent work, employment and the right to earn a living;
• affordable, quality and decent public funded transport; 
• food security and the availability of basic commodities at affordable 

prices, where necessary, to ensure universal access; 
• free and quality public education from crèche to college and 

university levels; 
• decent and affordable public funded housing; 
• fair labour standards…; and 
• removal of all obstacles on the right of small traders, small scale 

producers and vendors to trade and earn a living.
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National People’s Convention Charter
February 2008, Harare

• the right of the people of Zimbabwe 
to refuse repayment of any odious 
debt accrued by a dictatorial 
government 

• Protection of our environment from 
exploitation and misuse, whether by 
individuals or companies.
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but how?
UN Development Programme’s Zimbabwe 

Human Development Report, 1999
• recognizing Ian Smith’s illegitimacy, that report applauded 

“the heritage left by the Unilateral Declaration of 
Independence regime that built itself up on a largely 
internally-oriented economy with minimal dependence on 
the outside world… The people of Zimbabwe can, once 
again, assert their primacy and with sober and deliberate 
intervention in national matters bring back the state and 
economy to serving first and foremost the interests of the 
people based on people’s efforts and resources, and not 
one based on foreign dependence.”



case study of successful 
internationalist social 
movement solidarity: 
access to Anti-RetroVirals

Gugu Dlamini
• 1990s – US promotes Intellectual Property above all, 
monopoly-patented ARVs cost $15 000/person/year
• 1997 – SA’s Medicines Act allows ‘compulsory licensing’
• 1998 – US State Dept counters with ‘full court press’,
Treatment Action Campaign (TAC) formed, death of Durban AIDS 
activist Gugu Dlamini due to stigmatization
• 1999 – Al Gore for president, ACTUP! opposition,
Seattle WTO protest and Bill Clinton surrender
• 2000 – AIDS Durban conference, Thabo Mbeki denialism
• 2001 – ‘PMA-SA v Mandela’ lawsuit w MSF & Oxfam,
while TAC imports Thai, Brazilian, Indian generics



strategic successes:
* commoning intellectual property

* decommodification
* destratification

* deglobalisation of capital
* globalisation of solidarity Zackie Ahmat, 

Nelson Mandela

• 2001 – Constitutional Court supports nevirapine, 
major WTO TRIPS concession at Doha
• 2002 – critiques of Mbeki, Manto Tshabalala-Msimang
• 2003 – ANC compels change in state policy
• 2004 – generics produced in SA
• 2009 – nearly 800 000 public sector recipients 
• 2010 threats – fiscal conservatism, Obama Pepfar cuts

TAC’s Anti-RetroVirals campaign:



‘globalisation of people,
deglobalisation of capital’

I sympathise with those who would minimise, 
rather than with those who would maximise, 
economic entanglement among nations. Ideas, 
knowledge, science, hospitality, travel - these 
are the things which should of their nature be 
international. But let goods be homespun
whenever it is reasonably and conveniently 
possible and, above all, let finance be primarily 
national. -John Maynard Keynes (1933), ‘National Self-Sufficiency,’ Yale Review.



water in South African
townships:

world-famous
struggle against

commodification



South Africa’s right to water?
• ‘everyone has the right to an 

environment that is not harmful to 
their health or well-being... 
everyone has the right to have 
access to... sufficient water’
– Bill of Rights, Constitution of the Republic of SA, 1996 – subject to 

‘progressive realisation of rights’ and budget constraints clauses

• 2003-09 lawsuit by Soweto activists and SA Coalition 
Against Water Privatisation against Johannesburg 
government (and by implication, Paris-based Suez):
http://www.law.wits.ac.za/cals



two core aspects of 
Mazibuko v Johannesburg case

• How much water?
– City of Joburg and Suez (2001): 25 litres/capita/day
– Phiri activists, CAWP, CALS (2003): 50 lcd
– High Court (Tsoka in April 2008): 50 lcd
– Constitutional Court (Sept 2009): ‘we don’t DO policy’

• What delivery mechanism?
– Joburg, Suez: pre-payment meters
– Phiri et al: credit meters (as in white areas)
– High Court: pre-payment meters are discriminatory
– ConCourt: no problem with pre-payment meters



critiques of socio-economic ‘rights talk’
(mostly from Critical Legal Scholars e.g. Roithmayr, Madlingozi, Pieterse, Brandt)

• individualist: private/familial instead of public/political 
• consumption-oriented, without linkages to production, ecology
• ‘framed not to resist but to legitimise neoliberalism’ (Daria Roithmayr)
• leaves in place society’s class structure, and ‘bleeds off any real move to 

dismantle these processes through redistribution and reparations’ (DR)
• technicist discourse: alienates mass base and society in general
• mass-based organisations become the ‘client’, are ‘domesticated’

(Tshepo Madlingozi), are told to halt protests during litigation
• rights are ‘watered down’ with Constitutional clauses of ‘progressive 

realisation’, ‘reasonable’ measures and ‘within available resources’
• legal alleyways distract from a more transformative route to politics
• for class reasons, judges are amongst society’s most conservative elites 
• capitalism won’t deliver these goods!  



lessons from Mazibuko
• use rights narrative purely for defensive 

purposes (injunctions against disconnections), 
not to change policy (confirming Critical Legal 
Studies’ ‘contingency’ theory)

• use rights narrative for social education and 
mobilisation (Treatment Action Campaign) but 
beware demobilisation potential

• for real relief: reconnection, 
turning meters into ‘statues’, 
‘commoning’ and mutual aid, 
social mobilization and protest



dedicated to the memory of a great 
SA-Zimbabwean scholar-activist

Dennis Brutus (1924-2009)
Robben Island veteran; critic of corporate athletics; 
organiser of 1960s Olympic Boycott of white South 

Africa, of expulsion of white SA from Fifa in 1976, and 
of 1970s-80s cricket, rugby and tennis anti-apartheid 
campaigns; leading poet and literary scholar; global 
justice movement strategist; and at time of death, 
UKZN Centre for Civil Society Honorary Professor Caracas, 2008

UN testimony
1967 Durban 2009

Chicago 1980

given South Africa’s 
extreme inequality, 
Brutus opposed 
World Cup luxury, 
waste, corruption, 
commercialisation

When you build 
enormous 

stadiums, you 
[are] shifting 

resources ... from 
building schools or 
hospitals and then 

you have these 
huge structures 
standing empty. 

They become 
white elephants. –

in Fahrenheit 2010


