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it is time to correct GDP bias (global) 
 

A “genuine progress indicator” corrects the bias in GDP Source: redefiningprogress.org  



new measurements: against GDP 
 MISSING FROM GDP: 
    resource depletion (crucial to extractivism) 
    air, water, and noise pollution 
    loss of farmland and wetlands 
    unpaid women’s/community work 
    family breakdown, crime 
    other social values 

Genuine 
Progress 
Indicator  

 
towards 

Buen Vivir? 

 



new measurements against GDP 

Seattle: 
• physical health  
• time or work-life balance  
• social connection and 
community vitality  
• education  
• access to arts, culture and 
recreation 
• environmental quality 
and access to nature 
• good governance 
• material well-being  
• psychological well-being 

• Ecological footprint 
• Full cost accounting   
• Global Peace Index 
• Green GDP 
• Gross domestic product  
• Happy Planet Index  
• Human Development 
 Index  
• Index of Sustainable 
Economic Welfare 

Genuine Progress Indicator  



WAVES ‘50/50’ Campaign for Natural Capital Accounting 

 Building on the Gaborone Communique on NCA 
from the African Sustainability Summit, hosted by 
Botswana May 24-25, signed by 10 African countries 

 

62 (32 developing) countries signed the NCA 
Communique, endorsing 

• Implement natural capital accounting where there are  
internationally agreed statistical standards –the SEEA 

• Develop methodology for the more difficult to measure natural 
capital – ecosystem services  

• Demonstrate how NCA can support decision-making for 
sustainable development 

Glenn-Marie Lange, Program  Manager for WAVES Global Partnership, Environment Department, The World Bank 





extraction! 
Where is the 

Wealth of 
Nations? 

 

World Bank 
method for 

adjusting savings 
to account for a 

country’s 
tangible wealth 

and resource 
depletion 

 

Zambia, 2007  



South Africa’s natural capital accounts 
a first cut in the World Bank’s Changing Wealth of Nations (2011) 
 
substantial ‘subsoil assets’ within ‘natural capital’($/capita) 

depletion of subsoil (mineral) assets = 9% of income 

net decline in SA’s per person wealth: $245   



World Bank 
(minimalist) 
adjustments 
to ‘genuine 

savings’ 
fixed capital (-), 
education (+), 

natural resource 
depletion (-), and 

pollution (-) 
 

      

 









The Economist 
magazine changes 

its tune 









Afro-optimists re-emerge in 2011:  
 
 

• UN Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA)  Economic 
Report on Africa 2011 (July);  

• African Economic Outlook 2011 by the Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation and Development, UNECA, 
United Nations Development Programme and African 
Development Bank (June);  

• World Economic Forum’s Competitiveness Report (May 
);  

• African Development Bank’s discovery of a vast new 
middle class (May );  

• International Monetary Fund’s Regional Economic 
Outlook (April);  

• World Bank’s new Africa strategy (February); and  
• IMF research on African growth (February) 



IMF analysis (2/11): 
though subcontinent GDP stagnated… 



 



stable, liberalized 
SubSaharan Africa did well 

“blaming economic liberalization for 
SSA’s stagnation neglects the fact that 

many SSA countries have 
been affected by political 
instability and/or did not 
significantly implement 

suggested market reforms” 



stable, 
liberalized 

SSA leaders 
(+3.5% GDP per capita): 

 

(Mauritius) 
Rwanda 
Uganda 

Mozambique 
Ethiopia 

Sierra Leone 
Tanzania 

Ghana 
Liberia 

Madagascar 



African 
growth 
leaders, 

1980-2008 
 

Eq Guinea 
Botswana 
Mauritius 

Cape Verde 
Seychelles 

Uganda 
Swaziland 

Sudan 
Lesotho 

 
source: 

John Weeks 
background study for 

UNCTAD Trade and 
Development Report 

2010 



African 
decline 
leaders, 

1980-2008 
 

Liberia 
DRC 

Cote d’Ivoire 
Burundi 

Niger 
CAR 

Zambia 
Sierra Leone 

 
 

source: 

John Weeks 
background study for 

UNCTAD Trade and 
Development Report 

2010 



Shanta Devarajan, WB Chief Economist 
for Africa, on fast-growing Africa 

 these countries adopted exactly the Washington 
Consensus policies in the mid-1990s, the African 
countries. The difference is that they did it out of 
their own accord, out of domestic political 
consensus, rather than imposed from 
Washington or Paris or London. And I think that’s 
the point that people are not recognizing, that 
the actual policies that are generating the 
growth, are actually very similar to what was 
criticized in the structural adjustment era.  



liberalization: 
 

John 
Williamson 

(Inst for Int’l 
Economics) 

recommits to   
‘Washington  
Consensus’ 

ten 
command-

ments  



 Were economic policies “imposed from Washington”? 
 
 The dominant force influencing the economic policies of 

sub-Saharan countries in the 1990s and 2000s was the 
International Monetary Fund, with the World Bank 
playing a secondary and complementary role. Over 
twenty years, 1990-2009, the governments of 46  sub-
Saharan countries sought to manage their economies 
under IMF programmes during almost half the country-
years (417 of 920)… the two international financial 
institutions played a major if not decisive role in policy 
making for all but a few countries of the region… 

  There is little evidence, rigorous or circumstantial to 
believe that the “reforms” of the 1980s and 1990s lay 
the basis for that [2000s economic] recovery.  

John Weeks, for UNCTAD Trade and Development Report 2010 
 

 



John Weeks (Unctad report): 
conflict and commodities 

• it is difficult to identify any consistent policy 
explanation for this growth performance. The 
most powerful influences appear to be the 
impact of civil conflict and the instability of 
commodity prices… 

• The end or decline of conflict in more than a 
half-dozen countries resulted in an upward 
shift in the region’s growth rate of over two 
and one-half percentage points. 



‘country risk’: 
Economist Intelligence Unit 2010 



financial inflows from 1990-2001: aid as % of state spending 

Source: IMF, Regional Economic Outlook, October 2009  

Rwanda, Madagascar, Ghana, Burundi, Uganda, Guinea, Ethiopia, Senegal 
(not listed: Mozambique, Sierra Leone, Liberia)                           (source: WDR 2003) 



SSA terms of trade rose from 1998-2008 
 

source: World Bank (Feb 2011) Africa Regional Strategy 



commodity devaluations:  
change in prices, July – December 2008 

…particularly devastating for African countries 
addicted to export-led extractive-industry ‘growth’… 

Source: Unctad, The Global  
Economic Crisis, May 2009 



RETURNS ON RESOURCE EXTRACTION  

from 2002-08, substantial commodity 
price increases – and then severe crash  





African progressive leaders, political economists, social justice strategists 

      

 

Charles Abugre, Adebayo Adedeji, Jimi Adesina, Claude Ake, 
Neville Alexander, Samir Amin, Peter Anyang’Nyong’o, A. M. 
Babu, Ahmed Ben Bella, Steve Biko, Dennis Brutus, Amilcar 
Cabral, Fantu Cheru, Jacques Delpechin, Demba Dembele, 
Yasmine Fall, Frantz Fanon, Ruth First, M. P. Giyose, Yao 
Graham, Gill Hart, Pauline Hountondji, Eboe Hutchful, Khafra 
Kambon, Dot Keet, Rene Loewenson, Sara Longwe, Patrice 
Lumumba, Samora Machel, Archie Mafeje, Ben Magubane, 
Amina Mama, Mahmood Mamdani, Guy Mhone, Darlene 
Miller, Thandika Mkandawire, Dani Nabudere, Léonce 
Ndikumana, Njoki Njehu, Kwame Nkrumah, Julius Nyerere, 
Georges Nzongola-Ntalaja, Oginga Odinga, Adebayo Olukoshi, 
Oduor Ongwen, Bade Onimode, Haroub Othman, Kwesi Prah, 
Eunice Sahle, Thomas Sankara, Issa Shivji, Yash Tandon, Riaz 
Tayob, Aminata Traoré, Dodzi Tsikata, Kwame Ture, Ernest 
Wamba dia Wamba, Tunde Zack-Williams, Paul Zeleza  



The national bourgeoisie will be quite 
content with the role of the Western 

bourgeoisie’s business agent, and it will 
play its part without any complexes in a 

most dignified manner...  
In its beginnings, the national bourgeoisie 

of the colonial country identifies itself with 
the decadence of the bourgeoisie of the 

West. We need not think that it is jumping 
ahead; it is in fact beginning at the end. It is 
already senile before it has come to know 
the petulance, the fearlessness, or the will 

to succeed of youth. 
 



Who supports the tradition?  
• For internet-based guide to the toughest contemporary arguments against imperial 

power emanating from the continent, there is no better web resource than fahamu.org’s 
‘Pambazuka’ weekly news and analytical service; 

• at Africa World Press, Kassahun Checole puts many of these writers into print - as do Zed 
Books, the University of KwaZulu-Natal, the Southern African Political Economic Series in 
Harare and Codesria in Dakar, etc; 

• International supporters of African poli econ include Hans Abrahamsson, Soren Ambrose, Michael 

Barratt-Brown, Salih Booker, Sarah Bracking, Victoria Brittain, Jan Burgess, Ray Bush, George Caffentzis, Horace 
Campbell, Lionel Cliffe, Carole Collins, Dan Connell, Fred Cooper, Imani Countess, Basil Davidson, Jennifer Davis, 
Silvia Federici, Bill Fletcher, James Ferguson, Reginald Green, Branwen Gruffwydd Jones, Joe Hanlon, Colin Leys, 
Bill Martin, Bill Minter, Giles Mohan, Jane Parpart, Walter Rodney, John S. Saul, Ann Seidman, Tim Shaw, 
Vladimir Shubin, Colin Stoneman, Carol Thompson, Meredith Turshen, David Wiley, Gavin Williams and many 
others; 

• Aside from solidarity activism, they work through radical academic associations (e.g. 
Association of Concerned African Scholars and the Committee for Academic Freedom in 
Africa), journals (e.g. the Review of African Political Economy) and solidarity groups (the 
Toronto Committee for the Liberation of Southern Africa was exemplary, as is Africa 
Action today).  

• Key funders: Osisa, Rosa Luxemburg Stiftung, ActionAid, Oxfam 



or instead, is 
Africa still 
‘Resource 

Cursed’ 
(definition is hotly 

contested: are 
‘resources’ or poli-econ 

to blame?) 

‘Useful Africa’,  
Le Monde Diplomatique, 
February 2011 



Africa’s existing oil 

• substantial reserves  

• oil and wars: Sudan, 
Angola, Chad, Congo 

• US imports more 
than 20% from 
Africa 

 

http://www.catholicrelief.org/images/oil/Africa-Map-Web-
PS0301-Da.jpg 

(credit: Horace Campbell) 





1. South Africa       599 

2. Botswana        92 

3. Zambia            75 

4. Ghana             43 

5. Namibia           32 

6. Angola             32 

7. Mali                  29 

8. Guinea          21 

9. Mauritania  20 

 Tanzania  20 

 Zimbabwe  20 

Africa’s 
mining 

production 
by country, 

2008 



Mgcineni Noki, 
platinum rock 
drill operator 

16 August 2012 

platinum  

under  

Marikana 





multinational corporate profits 
as a percentage of firm equity 

  

 

Source: UN Conference on Trade and Development (2007), World Investment Report 2007, Geneva.  

extractive industries 



Durban’s hosting of 
BRICS, 26-27 March 2013 

International Convention Centre 





  Manmohan Singh       Xi Jinping             Jacob Zuma    Dilma Rousseff       Vladimir Putin 



 against slavery, colonialism, 
neocolonialism, neoliberalism? 



 or within? 



South Africa’s  
agenda for BRICS: 

 
 

• ‘Gateway to Africa’ 
or 

• scrambled Africa:  
Durban 2013  

= Berlin 1885? 
 



Berlin, 1884-85 

‘Scramble for Africa’ 



Britain, France, Belgium, 
Portugal, Germany, Italy, Spain 



“We must find new 
lands from which we 
can easily obtain raw 
materials and at the 

same time exploit the 
cheap slave labour that 

is available from the 
natives of the colonies. 

The colonies would 
also provide a dumping 
ground for the surplus 
goods produced in our 

factories.” 

 - Cecil John Rhodes 

• African Lakes (Malawi, 1891)  
• Northern Rhodesia (Zambia, 1894) 
• Rhodesia (Zimbabwe, 1895) 
• Zululand (KwaZulu-Natal, 1897) 
• Boer republics  (RSA, 1899-1902) 



21st Century agent of imperialism? 



Stratfor (known as private-sector CIA) 

South Africa's history is driven by the 
interplay of competition and 
cohabitation between domestic and 
foreign interests exploiting the 
country's mineral resources. Despite 
being led by a democratically-elected 

government, the core 
imperatives of SA remain  
• maintenance of a liberal regime 

that permits the free flow of 
labor and capital to and from 
the southern Africa region, and 

• maintenance of a superior 
security capability able to 
project into south-central 
Africa.  

  
http://search.wikileaks.org/gifiles/?viewemailid=951571  

21st Century agent of imperialism? 



January 2013: Pretoria 
deploys 200+ troops to the 
Central African Republic 

because ‘We have 
assets there that 
need protection.’  
- deputy foreign minister 
Ebrahim Ebrahim,  
referring to arms 
given to CAR’s  
tyrant ruler   

Khadija Patel, ‘The world according to Dirco 
(v. Jan 2013)’, Daily Maverick, 25 January 2013 

François Bozizé 

21st Century agent of imperialism? 









SA National Defence Union general secretary, 
Pikkie Greeff, told the M&G that soldiers said 
they had not been in the CAR to do any 
training of the CAR army.  “Soldiers who 
were on the ground have told us that they 
never trained anybody. All along they were 
there to protect assets and President Bozizé.” 

SANDF to SANDU: “stop irresponsible, childish 
and ill-informed comments and statements 
about the loss of lives of our members in the 
Central African Republic”. 



Dishonesty from the government and incompetence from the military 
do not engender confidence in South Africa’s ability to defend its 
sovereignty. It is not made clear why the Central African Republic is so 
important to South Africa. We are only told of the commendable, moral 
responsibility to defend democracy on the continent — but that 
argument does not wash…. 
 An innocuous statement issued on April 29 2006 by the foreign 
affairs spokesman at the time, Ronnie Mamoepa, could provide some 
useful clues. Following Bozizé’s working visit at the invitation of then-
president Thabo Mbeki, Mamoepa said the two heads of state had 
signed a co-operation agreement, which included defence, security, 
energy and mining. He also said that the Central African Republic’s then 
minister of energy, mines and hydrography, Sylvain Ndoutingaï, met 
representatives of several South African companies involved in mining 
and exploration. 

SA’s involvement in a foreign war demands explanation 
by Songezo Zibi, Business Day, 27 March 2013 



M&G (denied by African National Congress): 
Didier Pereira, a special adviser to ousted Central 
African Republic President Francois Bozize, 
partnered with ‘ANC hard man’ Joshua Nxumalo 
and the ANC’s funding arm, Chancellor House, to 
secure a diamond export monopoly in the CAR. 
 In 2006 Pereira signed a memorandum of 
understanding with the Central African Republic 
mining ministry. It was intended to create a 
public-private partnership, Inala Centrafrique. A 
South African company, Serengeti Group, which 
was majority-owned by Mr Nxumalo, had a 65% 
stake in it. Inala’s attempts to control diamond 
mining in the Central African Republic failed by 
March 2008… Pereira is currently partnered to the 
ANC security supremo and fundraiser, Paul Langa, 
and former spy chief Billy Masetlha.  





‘country risk’ 
Economist Intelligence Unit 2010 

SADC deputy executive secretary 
João Samuel Caholo: “There is 
resentment towards the DBSA in 
certain quarters because it is in 
South Africa, and South Africa is 
the only shareholder. SADC has no 
say in what the DBSA does and 
although the bank does work on a 
bilateral level with SADC 
countries, we need our own 
bank.” (June 2012) 

DBSA CEO Patrick Dlamini 
reporting on R370 mn loss 
in 2012: “We can no longer 
allow the DBSA to be 
associated with shoddy 
work” (December 2012)   

• Development Bank of Southern Africa 
• China Development Bank 
• Banco Nacional de Desenvolvimento 

Economico e Social (BNDES) 
• Russia’s Vnesheconombank  
• Export-Import Bank of India 



land-grabbed Africa by voracious 
India, China, South Africa (and Brazil) 

Source: Tomaso Ferrando 



SA corporates’ extraction, retail-
based deindustrialisation, 

NEPAD/APRM, land-grabbing, neo-
colonial infrastructure, Bilateral 

Investment Treaties 



BRICS are the main reason Africa’s vote cannot 
increase at Bretton Woods Institutions 

and India, Brazil and SA 
cannot join UN Security 

Council because Russia and 
China won’t support them 



South Africa aligns itself with different groups to ensure that 
decisions on key issues reflect our country’s best interest. With 
regard to quota and voice reform in the IMF, for example, 
South Africa is mostly aligned with emerging-market 
economies.  
     However, with regard to the financial transactions tax that 
was mooted by the Europeans, South Africa opposed this 
proposal and was supported by a few other advanced 
economies. South Africa is aligned with advanced economies 
on the issue of climate finance, while other developing 
countries generally feel that this issue is best addressed at the 
United Nations. 

South Africa as BRICS’ most 
aggressive proponent of 

financial liberalisation 



Pretoria’s choice:  
 
 
 
 
 
Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala  

Brasilia’s choice:  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Jose Antonio Ocampo 

Moscow backed  
Washington’s choice:  

Jim Yong Kim 



Durban’s hosting of 
BRICS, 26-27 March 2013 

International Convention Centre 

• ‘brics-from-below’ 
alternative (@ Diakonia) 











halt violence against women 

panel on Chinese contradictions 

350.org meets Pan-African 
Climate Justice Alliance & 

SA anti-coal activists poli-econ seminar with Paez 

climate  
skype-in  
with Bill  
McKibben 



watchdogging of  
BRICS Development Bank  

panel on land-grabs, 
agriculture and water 











brics-from-below at Occupy site 









 
 
 
 
 
 

contains within it two key concepts:  
 

1) the concept of 'needs', in particular the essential needs of the 
world's poor, to which overriding priority should be given; and 

 
 

Sustainable development is development 
that meets the needs of the present 

without compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their own needs.  

Brundtland Commission (1987):  

 
 
 
 
 

2) the idea of limitations imposed by the state of technology 
and social organization on the environment's ability to meet 

present and future needs. 



first time SA hosted  
global environment 
conference: WSSD 

World Summit on Sustainable Development 
Johannesburg, 31 August 2002: 30,000 protested 

UN ‘type-two partnerships’, privatization of 
water, emissions trading, ‘neoliberal nature’ 

 





Major sites for neoliberal plus 
sustainable dev. discourses  



double movement in water commercialization 
declining private infrastructure investments 

in developing countries in 1990s 

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002

Annual Private Investment in 
Infrastructure, 1990-2002, 

US$ billion 

Source: Camdessus Commission (2002-03)  

Source: World Bank  

Camdessus Report, 2003 



degree of cost recovery 

core structural problem: difficulty of 
operations & maintenance profitability 

Bolivia, Argentina, Philippines, Ghana, Tanzania, Mozambique, South Africa 

Telecom Gas Power Water 
0% 

50%   

100%   

150%   

200%   

Financial autonomy   

Source: World Bank  

Camdessus Report, 2003 



case study of civil society 
rights advocacy: 

decommodifying 
water in South  

African townships 
 



bulk water supply from Lesotho: 
satisfying Johannesburg’s thirst 

but at what cost? 



South Africa’s right to water? 
• ‘everyone has the right to an 

environment that is not harmful to 
their health or well-being... 
everyone has the right to have 
access to... sufficient water’ 
– Bill of Rights, Constitution of the Republic of SA, 1996 – subject to 

‘progressive realisation of rights’ and budget constraints clauses 
  
• 2003-09 lawsuit by Soweto activists (Mazibuko et al) and 
Coalition Against Water Privatisation (CAWP) against 
Johannesburg government (following Paris-based Suez): 
http://www.law.wits.ac.za/cals 



• How much water? 

– City of Joburg and Suez (2001): 25 litres/capita/day 

– Phiri activists, CAWP, CALS (2003): 50 lcd 

–High Court (Tsoka in April 2008): 50 lcd 

– Constitutional Court (Oct 2009): ‘we don’t DO policy’  

• What delivery mechanism? 

– Joburg, Suez: pre-payment meters 

– Phiri et al: credit meters (as in white areas) 

–High Court: pre-payment meters are discriminatory 

– ConCourt: no problem with pre-payment meters 

two features of Mazibuko v Johannesburg  
(most important water-rights case to date) 



is ‘commoning’ an alternative? 
 

Michael Hardt (coauthor of Commonwealth): 
  

On the one hand, the common refers to the earth 
and all of its ecosystems, including the atmosphere, 
the oceans and rivers, and the forests, as well as all 

the forms of life that interact with them. The 
common, on the other hand, also refers to the 
products of human labor and creativity that we 

share, such as ideas, knowledges, images, codes, 
affects, social relationships, and the like. 

 
  
 



difference in the two discourses (rights & commons) 

 
 
 

• water is demanded as an individualized consumption norm 
in one (rights) and is ‘shared’ in the other (commons); 

• Bakker: rights advocates’ ‘widespread failure to adequately 
distinguish between different elements of neoliberal reform 
processes, an analytical sloppiness that diminishes our 
ability to correctly characterize the aims and trajectories of 
neoliberal projects of resource management reform’;  

• rebuttal from Johannesburg activists is that rights discourses 
– even as purely rhetorical demands for a constitutional 
entitlement, used to empower ordinary people – can serve 
as a step: through rights to the commons; 

• world‘s only hope is global-scale environmental planning 
(sometimes termed eco-socialism): through commons 



what choices do we have 
when pricing water? 

• Curve A is ‘short-run marginal cost 
curve’, i.e., ‘commodification’; 

• Curve B is a typical ‘cost-plus 
markup’ tariff which aims to ‘get 
the prices right’ (avoid distorting 
the market) so as to attract 
privatisation investment; 

• Curve C is the ‘eco-social justice 
tariff’ which combines a free 
lifeline, redistribution from high- to 
low-volume users, and an incentive 
to conserve, in short, 
‘decommodification’. 



Durban: three income groups with very different 
consumption patterns 

Source: Reg Bailey and Chris Buckley 
(2004), ‘Modelling Domestic Water 
Tariffs’, UKZN. 



Durban: lowest-income 1/3 of paying customers cut back 
consumption by 1/3 as price doubled 

1997 
1997 

2004 
2004 



Urine Diversion (UD) toilet: water-saving, 
ecologically appropriate, inexpensive, safe 

- but vital race, gender, class and ecological consequences 



Durban’s 
‘sanitation belt’ 

bad memories:  
access to water? 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:DurbanSign1989.jpg
























 

Police protest measurements 



       

  

 

Source: Michael Burawoy 

Polanyi’s double movement:  waves of market power 

social, labor and environmental movements 



       

  

 

Source: Michael Burawoy 

Polanyi’s double movement:  waves of market power 

social, labor and environmental movements 



       

  

Source: Andre Gunder Frank & Martha Fuentes 

social movements in 19th & 20th century history 



case study of successful  
SA-internationalist social  
movement advocacy for 

AIDS policy and solidarity:  
access to Anti-RetroVirals 

Gugu Dlamini 

•  1990s – US promotes Intellectual Property above all, so monopoly-
patented ARVs cost $10-15,000/person/year – way too expensive! 

• 1997 – SA’s Medicines Act allows ‘compulsory licensing’ (breaking 
patent for generic producers); 

• 1998 – US State Dept counters Medicines Act with ‘full court press’, 
Treatment Action Campaign (TAC) formed, stoning death of AIDS 
activist Gugu Dlamini in her Durban township due to stigmatization 

• 1999 – Al Gore for president, ACTUP! opposition to Gore, Seattle 
WTO protest, Bill Clinton surrender, ‘AIDS dissidents’ emerge  

• 2000 – AIDS conference in Durban, rise of Thabo Mbeki’s denialism 
• 2001 – ‘PMA-SA v Mandela’ lawsuit w Medicines sans Frontiers & 

Oxfam, while TAC imports Thai, Brazilian, Indian generics 



TAC’s Anti-RetroVirals campaign: 
 

 
 
  
 

Zackie Ahmat,  

Nelson Mandela 

• 2001 – Constitutional Court supports nevirapine,  
major World Trade Organisation (TRIPS) concession, Doha 

• 2002 – critiques of Mbeki, Manto Tshabalala-Msimang 
• 2003 – ANC compels change in state policy 
• 2004 – generics produced in SA, global AIDS funds increase 
• 2013 – 2 million public sector recipients of ARVs 
• 2013 threats – fiscal conservatism, Obama’s Pepfar cuts 

strategic successes: 
• dramatic rise in life expectancy 

• policy advocacy success 
• commoning intellectual property 

• decommodification 
• destratification 

• deglobalisation of capital 
• globalisation of solidarity 



  

two contrary directions for  
framing campaign strategies: 

 

1) ‘reformist reforms’: 
 strengthen the internal logic of the system, by smoothing rough edges 
 allow the system to relegitimise 
 give confidence to status quo ideas and forces 
 leave activists disempowered or coopted 
 confirm society’s fear of power, apathy and cynicism about activism 

2) ‘non-reformist reforms’: 
 counteract the internal logic of the system, by confronting core dynamics 
 continue system delegitimisation 
 give confidence to critical ideas and social forces 
 leave activists empowered with momentum for next struggle 
 replace social apathy with confidence in activist integrity and leadership 
 
 

(for these distinctions, thanks to Andre Gorz, John Saul, Boris Kagarlitsky, Gosta Esping-Andersen) 


