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1) rising organic composition of K, overproduction 

2) overaccumulation intensifies ruinous competition 

3) capital responds to crisis tendencies: 

• Marx – search for relative and absolute surplus value 

• Luxemburg – capitalist-noncapitalist relations, imperialism 

• Harvey – spatio-temporal fixes, accumulation by dispossession 

4) relative surplus value amplifies overproduction 

5) absolute surplus value leads to imperialism 

6) dominant capitals resist and transfer devalorisation 
to vulnerable spaces and populations, and to nature  

political economy: follow the crises of capital 



‘overaccumulation’ 
and GDP stagnation: 

symptom of decline - 
finance-adjusted US profits 

• US corporate profits derived much less 
from manufacturing products; 

• much greater sources of profits came from 
abroad; 

• profits also came more from returns on 
financial assets. 

• Source: Gerard Dumenil and Dominique Levy 

crisis of surplus value extraction 

‘temporal fix’ 

‘spatial fix’ 



Ugandan Marxist 
Dani Nabudere  

(1928-2011)  
thesis vindicated 

The Crash of 
International  

Finance Capital  
and  

The Rise and 
Fall of Money 

Capital  



longer-term resort to the ‘spatial fix’ 
roots of crisis:  

long-term stagnation of  
EU, US and Japan after  

Post-War ‘Golden Years’ 
 



uneven development in GDP growth 

spatial accumulation 
fix in East Asia 



The opening up of global markets 
in both commodities and capital 
created openings for other states 
to insert themselves into the 
global economy, first as absorbers 
but then as producers of surplus 
capitals.. They then became 
competitors on the world stage.  

 What might be called  
‘subimperialisms’ arose… each 
developing centre of capital 
accumulation sought out 
systematic spatio-temporal fixes 
for its own surplus capital by 
defining territorial spheres of 
influence…  



 
‘subimperialism’ 

Ruy Mauro Marini 
(Brasil 1965) 

“It is not a question of 
passively accepting North 

American power (although 
the actual correlation of 
forces often leads to that 

result), but rather of 
collaborating actively with 

imperialist expansion, 
assuming in this expansion 

the position of a key nation.” 





Sub-imperialist political economy 
entails “the super-exploitation of 
domestic labour. It was natural, 

therefore, that, as it grew, it would 
require external markets for the 

resolution of its profit realisation crisis.” 
          – Sam Moyo and Paris Yeros  

       (2011) Rethinking the theory of primitive 
accumulation. Paper presented to the 2nd 

IIPPE Conference, 20−22 May 2011, Istanbul. 
 



 ‘stealing’: exploitation of 
capitalist/non-capitalist relations 

Rosa Luxemburg 
  ‘Accumulation of capital periodically 

bursts out in crises and spurs capital on to 

a continual extension of the market. Capital 
cannot accumulate without the aid of non-
capitalist organisations, nor … can it tolerate 
their continued existence side by side with itself.  

 Only the continuous and progressive 
disintegration of non-capitalist organisations 
makes accumulation of capital possible.’, 

 The Accumulation of Capital, 1919. 



 
  

‘From the universal law of 
unevenness thus derives 
another law which for want of 
a better name, we may call the 
law of combined development 
– by which we mean a drawing 
together of the different stages 
of the journey, a combining of 
separate steps, an amalgam of 
archaic with more 
contemporary forms.’  

 

uneven and combined 
development 



political economy: follow circuits of capital 

CRISIS 

Source: David Harvey, The Urbanization of Capital (1985) 

consumer credit 
boom,mutual aid 
systems, ‘site and 

service’, etc 
 

gendered 
reproduction 

of labour power, 
 
 

outsourced work, 
immigrant abuse, 

incarcerated 
labour, etc 

 
 
 

Green Economy, biotechnologies, 
Payment  for Eco-system Services 
and other technological fixes to 

ecological crises 

pollution at point of 
production; 
infrastructure 
subsidies, etc 

 

 
 

state social welfare shrinkage, 
means-testing and stigmatisation, 
commercialisation, home-based 
care – and authoritarian policing 

into capitalist – non-capitalist relations 



political economy: context for flows of capital 

Source: David Harvey, The Urbanization of Capital (1985) Nancy Fraser 



accumulation by dispossession 

(‘primitive accumulation’) 

David Harvey 
A closer look at Marx’s description of primitive accumulation reveals a wide range 

of processes. These include  
• the commodification and privatisation of land and the forceful expulsion of 

peasant populations;  
• conversion of various forms of property rights (common, collective, state, etc.) 

into exclusive private property rights; 
• suppression of rights to the commons;  
• commodification of labour power and the suppression of alternative 

(indigenous) forms of production and consumption;  
• colonial, neocolonial and imperial processes of appropriation of assets (including 

natural resources);  
• monetisation of exchange and taxation (particularly of land);  
• slave trade; and  
• usury, the national debt and ultimately the credit system as radical means of 

primitive accumulation. 
 -- The New Imperialism, 2003 



 

class analysis applied  
to social democratic era 

Gosta Esping-Andersen, Three Worlds of Welfare Capitalism 

• Central questions are whether the welfare state transforms 
capitalist social relations, and what causes welfare states 
to look the way they do? 

• Welfare states have been said to have ‘functionalist’ roles 
in legitimating capitalism and securing a stable labour 
force (with consumption capabilities that reduce capitalist 
crisis tendencies), as well as ‘institutionalist’ characteristics 
associated with the nature of the societies in which they 
arise (e.g., open/closed, early/late democracy and nature 
of state-society bargaining systems).  



• If social class interests of workers are to ‘decommodify’ 
their own labour-power (through assuring benefits that 
allow them to leave the job market) and to ‘destratify’ 
access to welfare services (‘universalism’), and in the 
process to build in redistribution to contribution 
systems. 

• Class coalitions are crucial to understanding how a 
numerically-important but minority class (workers) can 
forge alliances with, e.g., rural people, to establish 
‘social-democratic’ systems, and conversely why close 
relations between capital and the state often lead to 
neoliberal welfare systems that commodify labour and 
establish means-tests for benefits. 



• The three clusters of regime types that help categorise 
the way welfare states have developed are social 
democratic (Scandinavia and some other N.European 
countries); corporatist (middle-Europe); and neoliberal 
(Anglo-Saxon countries). 

• ASSESSMENT: The analysis operates in a nuanced way at 
the macro-political level, with excellent coverage of 
preceding theoretical and comparative contributions to 
the literature—but does it do justice to the micro-level 
that especially requires consideration of gender, 
household relations, demography and the interface of 
labour and social movements? 

 



The results after one year of implementation have 
been remarkable: 
• Before the pilot program, 42% of children in 

the village were malnourished. Now the 
proportion of malnourished children has 
dropped significantly, to 10%.  

• The village school reported higher attendance 
rates … children were better fed and more 
attentive.  

• Police statistics showed a 36.5% drop in crime 
since the introduction of the grants. 

• Poverty rates declined from 86% to 68% (97% 
to 43% when controlled for migration).  

• Unemployment dropped as well, from 60% to 
45%, and there was a 29% increase in average 
earned income, excluding the BIG. 

 

Carnegie Council: 
http://www.policyinnovations.org/ideas/briefings/data/000163 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Basic Income 
Grant (BIG) pilot in 
Otjivero, Namibia 

(funded by German-
Namibian Evangelical 

Lutheran church)  
Council of Churches of Namibia (CCN), the 
National Union of Namibian Workers (NUNW), 
the umbrella body of the NGOs (NANGOF), the 
umbrella body of the AIDS organisations 
(NANASO), the National Youth Service (NYC), the 
Church Alliance for Orphans (CAFO), the Legal 
Assistance Centre (LAC) and the Labour Resource 
and Research Institute (LaRRI) 



South Africa’s right to water? 
• ‘everyone has the right to an 

environment that is not harmful to 
their health or well-being... 
everyone has the right to have 
access to... sufficient water’ 
– Bill of Rights, Constitution of the Republic of SA, 1996 – subject to 

‘progressive realisation of rights’ and budget constraints clauses 

can this right be made justiciable? 
• 2003-09 lawsuit by Soweto activists and Coalition 
Against Water Privatisation (CAWP) against Johannesburg 
government (and Paris-based Suez): 
http://www.law.wits.ac.za/cals 



activists v State & Capital:  
lawsuit filed by Soweto 

activists and SA Coalition 
Against Water Privatisation 

against Johannesburg 
government (and by 
implication, Suez): 

http://www.law.wits.ac.za/cals 



what choices do we have 
when pricing water? 

• Curve A is ‘short-run marginal cost 
curve’ for a utility 
(‘commodification’); 

• Curve B is a typical ‘cost-plus 
markup’ tariff which aims to ‘get 
the prices right’ (avoid distorting 
the market) so as to attract 
privatisation investment; 

• Curve C is the ‘eco-social justice 
tariff’ which combines a free 
lifeline, redistribution from high- to 
low-volume users, and an incentive 
to conserve (i.e., the ANC promise): 
in short, ‘decommodification’. 



World Bank advice to SA on 
pricing and privatisation 

• promotion of privatisation & low standards in (1994-95 

Municipal Infrastructure Investment Framework) 

• advice that free lifeline water should be 
avoided because it ‘may limit options with 
respect to tertiary providers--in particular 
private concessions much harder to establish’ 
… so instead, price water according to cost, 
and establish a ‘credible threat of cutting 
service’ 
– ‘Water Pricing and Management: World Bank Presentation to the SA Water 

Conservation Conference’, 2 October 1995 



Pushing privatisation, World Bank 
fails to incorporate public goods: 

• positive externalities of publicly provided water: 

– public health (water-borne disease mitigation); 

– gender equity; 

– environmental protection; 

– economic multipliers; 

– desegregation through standardised services; 

• only state/society have an interest in positive outcome, 
not private supplier; 

 

 



Pushing privatisation, World Bank 
fails to incorporate other factors: 

• water infrastructure is classical natural monopoly, and 
suffers ‘lumpiness’ of investment -- making private sector 
less suitable; 

• difficulty of regulation given weakness of state, and long 
history of water-sector corruption; 

• crises in African state water sector due not to intrinsic 
public sector incapacity, but instead to  
– 1980s-90s state-destroying structural adjustment, 

– corrupt bureaucrats (in lieu of capitalist class formation), 

– weak trade unions and 

– disempowered consumers/communities. 

 

 
 

 

 



How important was 
World Bank’s 1990s advice? 

• Staff report that 
involvement in ‘market-
related pricing’ was 
‘instrumental in 
facilitating a radical 
revision in SA’s approach’ 
to water… 
 
 
 



To pay for Lesotho dams, those using less 
water suffered higher price increases 



Disconnections became a 
national epidemic 

• 275 000 families (approximately 1,5 million 
people) in 2003 disconnected due to 
inability to pay water bills, admits lead 
state water official  
 

• Mike Muller, ‘Keeping the Taps On,’ Mail & Guardian, 25 June 2004. 



In July 2001, Jo’burg adopted a 
‘convex’ (not concave) tariff to reward 

big customers 
Lowest consumption block is only 

6,000 liters/month, which is 
meant for a whole household 
(including backyard shack 
dwellers); 

most low-income families are larger, 
so bias favours wealthy, smaller 
families; 

in July 2003, rates changed, with 
second block rising 32% and 
higher blocks up only 10%. 



If Jo’burg officials tried, concave 
tariff would raise more revenues 

from hedonistic consumers 

For family of 10 (blue line), a 
larger free lifeline, and smaller 
increases at lower consumption 
levels;  

for high-volume consumption, 
dramatic increases so as to curb 
consumption; 

same principle applies to cross-
subsidy between commercial 
customers and households. 



Johannesburg attempts to save water: 

1) ‘Pre-paid meters’ 
• R342 ($57) million 5-year ‘Gcin’amanzi’ plan aims at ‘self-

disconnection’ as solution to durable non-payment problems, 
in low-income townships; 

• pilots in Soweto and Orange Farm (but this technology not 
found in mainly-white suburbs); 

• pre-paid meters declared illegal in Britain (as a public health 
threat) in 1998, and challenged in SA courts; 

• High Court Judge Moroa Tsoka (30/4/08) accused city of racism by 
imposing credit control via prepayment “in the historically poor black 
areas and not the historically rich white areas”. Meter installation 
occurred “in terms of colour or geographical area”, and community 
consultation process was “a publicity stunt” characterised by a “big 
brother approach”.   



‘Prepayment meters’ endorsed 
by Constitutional Court, Oct 2009 

• “the ordinary meaning of ‘discontinuation’ is that 
something is made to cease to exist. The water supply does 
not cease to exist when a pre-paid meter temporarily stops 
the supply of water. It is suspended until either the 
customer purchases further credit or the new month 
commences with a new monthly basic water supply 
whereupon the water supply recommences. It is better 
understood as a temporary suspension in supply, not a 
discontinuation.”  



Johannesburg attempts to save water: 

2) ‘Ventilated Improved Pitlatrines’ 

• Johannesburg Water’s objection to installing full sewage is 
ongoing operating expense: 12 litres per flush of conventional 
toilets; 

• installation of Ventilated Improved Pitlatrines (VIPs) agreed 
upon by Jo’burg’s ‘Transformation Lekgotla’ in June 1999 
without public participation; 

• R15 million worth of pit latrines budgeted (from privatisation 
revenues such as veg market/airport); 

• officials failed to factor in the environmental or public health 
implications of E.coli flooding through the Jukskei River, and 
into the water table of Sandton. 



Thanks to overpriced water, 
ecological blowback: 

• Sandton newspaper warns 
of high water table and 
inadequate  informal 
settlement sanitation during 
2000-01 cholera epidemic; 

• cynics took opportunity to 
relabel the Jo’burg 
privatisation plan ‘Igoli 
2002’ as ‘E.coli 2002’ in the 
run-up to the World Summit 
on Sustainable 
Development, Aug.’02. 



Johannesburg attempts to save water: 

‘Ventilated Improved Pitlatrines’ 

• Notwithstanding dangers, according to JW business 
plans, company intends to construct 6 500 VIPs 
from 2003 to 2006 in several informal settlements.  

• World Bank advocated this method of sanitation in 
South Africa for 20% of all citizens (in 1995 Urban 
Infrastructure Investment Framework), on grounds 
that if people are too poor to pay cost-recovery 
tariffs for water, they should be denied the 
opportunity to flush. 



Johannesburg attempts to save water: 

3) ‘Shallow sewers’ 
Sewer pipes are regularly blocked with excrement, not by accident but as a 

matter of deliberate cost-savings;  
JW provides ‘Maintenance Procedure’ instructions for unfortunate residents: 
• -- Open all inspection chambers  
• -- Wear gloves 
• -- Remove all solids and waste from the inspection chambers 
• -- Do a mirror test for each chamber-to-chamber section 
• -- If waste material is found in a section, bring in the tube from the upstream inspection chamber until it comes 

into contact with the obstruction 
• -- Block off the outlet from the downstream inspection chamber with a screen that allows water to pass 

through but not solids  
• -- Push the tube until the material is moved to the downstream inspection chamber  
• -- Wear gloves and remove waste material by hand  
• -- Pour a large quantity of water through the section between the two inspection chambers and check for 

cleaning 
• -- Repeat the mirror test  
• -- Close the inspection chambers 
• -- Inspection chambers must be kept closed at all times except during cleaning operations  



Dangers of commodified water/sanitation: 

Jo’burg’s socio-political blowback 
Protests occur regularly in Soweto, Orange Farm and 

other townships; 

SA Municipal Workers fought Igoli 2002 privatisation 
(20,000 members in November 1999 
demonstration); 

Jo’burg Anti-Privatisation Forum regularly reconnects 
water and electricity; 

mass opposition to pre-paid meters; 

Phiri activists launch  lawsuit against JW: 
http://www.law.wits.ac.za/cals/phiri/index.htm  

active APF solidarity with Accra Campaign Against 
Privatisation against Rand Water. 

 



Urine Diversion (UD) toilet: water-saving 
ecologically appropriate, inexpensive, safe 

- but needing a critique (by MamaDudu Khumalo) 
 



Urine Diversion toilet: a neoliberal loo? 



In July 2001, Jo’burg adopted a ‘convex’ (not 
concave) tariff to reward big customers 

lowest consumption block is only 
6,000 liters/month, which is 
meant for a whole household 
(including backyard shack 
dwellers); 

most low-income families are 
larger, so bias favours wealthy, 
smaller families; 

in July 2003, rates changed, with 
second block rising 32% and 
higher blocks up only 10%. 



Durban: lowest-income 1/3 cut back consumption 
dramatically as price doubled in real terms 

Source: Reg Bailey and Chris Buckley (2004), 
‘Modelling Domestic Water Tariffs’, UKZN. 

1997 
1997 

2004 
2004 



two core aspects of  
Mazibuko v Johannesburg case 

• How much water? 

– City of Joburg and Suez (2001): 25 litres/capita/day 

– Phiri activists, CAWP, CALS (2003): 50 lcd 

–High Court (Tsoka in April 2008): 50 lcd 

– Constitutional Court (Oct 2009): ‘we don’t DO policy’  

• What delivery mechanism? 

– Joburg, Suez: pre-payment meters 

– Phiri et al: credit meters (as in white areas) 

–High Court: pre-payment meters are discriminatory 

– ConCourt: no problem with pre-payment meters 



lessons from Mazibuko  
for activists, intellectuals, lawyers 

• broader commons framing, including Rights of Nature 
• use human rights narrative purely for defensive 

purposes (injunctions against disconnections), not to 
change policy (confirming Critical Legal Studies’ 
‘contingency’ theory) 

• use rights narrative for social education and 
mobilisation (Treatment Action Campaign) but beware 
demobilisation potential 

• for real relief: reconnection,  
 turning meters into ‘statues’,  
 ‘commoning’ and mutual aid,  
 social mobilization and protest 



critiques of socio-economic ‘rights talk’ 
(mostly from Critical Legal Scholars e.g. Roithmayr, Madlingozi, Pieterse, Brandt) 

• individualist: private/familial instead of public/political  

• consumption-oriented, without linkages to production, ecology 

• ‘framed not to resist but to legitimise neoliberalism’ (Daria Roithmayr) 

• leaves in place society’s class structure, ‘bleeds off any real move to 

dismantle these processes through redistribution and reparations’ (DR) 

• technicist discourse: alienates mass base and society in general 

• mass-based organisations become the ‘client’, are ‘domesticated’ 

(Tshepo Madlingozi), are told to halt protests during litigation 

• rights are ‘watered down’ with Constitutional clauses of ‘progressive 

realisation’, ‘reasonable’ measures and ‘within available resources’ 

• legal alleyways distract from a more transformative route to politics 

• for class reasons, judges are amongst society’s most conservative elites  

• capitalism won’t deliver these goods!   





is there an alternative narrative? 
‘commoning’ http://onthecommons.org/content.php?id=1467 

  

Commons movement: A growing social and political movement that 
believes the commons is a crucial sector of the economy and society 
and useful prism for talking about resources that should be shared…  

 
 

A wider appreciation for the enduring importance of the commons 
has developed over the last eight years, especially among people 

deeply involved in the politics of water issues, the internet, the over 
commercialization of culture and public spaces.  

 

This world view is now reaching into many other arenas, including 
economics, the environment, social justice and numerous citizens 

movements around the world. 
.  
  
 



difference in the two discourses (rights & commons) 

 
 
 

• water is demanded as an individualized 
consumption norm in one (rights) and is ‘shared’ 
in the other (commons); 

• Bakker: rights advocates’ ‘widespread failure to 
adequately distinguish between different 
elements of neoliberal reform processes, an 
analytical sloppiness that diminishes our ability 
to correctly characterize the aims and 
trajectories of neoliberal projects of resource 
management reform’ 



what are ‘the commons’? 
On the one hand, the commons refers to the 
earth and all of its ecosystems, including the 
atmosphere, the oceans and rivers, and the 
forests, as well as all the forms of life that 

interact with them. The commons, on the other 
hand, also refers to the products of human labor 

and creativity that we share, such as ideas, 
knowledges, images, codes, affects, social 

relationships, and the like. 
 - Michael Hardt, Duke University  

.  
  
 



example: digital 
information commons 



NEEDED: new ideas and strategies that can 

transcend consumption-based rights demands, along 
with coherent critiques of the full range of practices that 
undermine our ability to perceive and respect water and 

other aspects of nature as a commons.  
 

These strategies may emerge through fusions of 
community, environmental and labour in the alliance-

formation that necessarily occurs during eco-economic-
social justice struggles, as rights-talk meets its limits, and 

as the commons appears as a new frontier. 
  

in sum… 



TAC success against TRIPS patent 
rights on anti-retroviral medicines 







Three structural pressures behind South African AIDS denialism 
(from Elite Transition, Afterword, 2005) 
  

1) Parks Mankahlana, Mbeki’s main spokesperson, in March 2000 justified to 
Science magazine why the government refused to provide relatively inexpensive 
anti-retrovirals (ARVs) like Nevirapine to pregnant, HIV-positive women: ‘That 
mother is going to die and that HIV-negative child will be an orphan. That child 
must be brought up. Who is going to bring the child up? It’s the state, the state. 
That’s resources, you see.’ - this is the pressure of fiscal neoliberalism 
 

 
   
2) residual power of pharmaceutical manufacturers to defend their rights to 
‘intellectual property’, i.e., monopoly patents on life-saving medicines. This 
pressure did not end in April 2001 when the Pharmaceutical Manufacturers 
Association withdrew their notorious lawsuit against the South African 
Medicines Act of 1997. That Act allows for parallel import or local production, 
via ‘compulsory licenses’, of generic substitutes for brand-name anti-retroviral 
medicines. Big Pharma’s power was felt in the debate over essential drugs for 
public health emergencies at the November 2001 Doha World Trade 
Organisation summit, and ever since. 
 





3) vast size of the reserve army of labour, for this feature of capitalism allows 
companies to replace sick workers with desperate, unemployed people instead of 
providing them treatment.  
 
Case: year-long study at Africa’s largest company, Anglo American Corporation. 
Anglo has 160,000 employees, of whom 21% are estimated to be HIV+.  
  
 

 
In June 2001, the Financial Times reported on Anglo’s ‘plans to make special 
payments to miners suffering from HIV/AIDS, on condition they take voluntary 
retirement.’ However, in addition to bribing workers to go home and die, Anglo 
told the FT, ‘treatment of employees with anti-retrovirals can be cheaper than the 
costs incurred by leaving them untreated.’’  
 
In August, Anglo’s vice president for medicine, Brian Brink, bragged in Business 
Day about a ‘strategy [which] involved offering wellness programmes, including 
access to anti-retroviral treatment.’ According to that report, ‘The company 
believed that the cost of its programmes would eventually be outweighed by the 
benefits its received in gradual gains in productivity, [Brink] concluded. Although it 
was indeed a risky strategy, it was the only one Anglo could pursue in the face of 
such human suffering.’  
 
 



Then in October 2001, Anglo simply retracted its 
promise, once cost-benefit analysis showed that 146,000 
workers just weren’t worth saving. According to the FT, 
Brink ‘said the company’s 14,000 senior staff would 
receive anti-retroviral treatment as part of their medical 
insurance, but that the provision of drug treatment for 
lower income employees was too expensive.’  
 
Brink explained the criteria for the fatal analysis: ‘[Anti-
retrovirals] could save on absenteeism and improved 
productivity. The saving you achieve can be substantial, 
but we really don’t know how it will stack up. We feel 
that the cost will be greater than the saving.’  Financial Times 

 
 
 





case study of successful  
SA-internationalist social  
movement advocacy for 

AIDS policy and solidarity:  
access to Anti-RetroVirals 

Gugu Dlamini 

•  1990s – US promotes Intellectual Property above all, so monopoly-
patented ARVs cost $10-15,000/person/year – way too expensive! 

• 1997 – SA’s Medicines Act allows ‘compulsory licensing’ (breaking 
patent for generic producers); 

• 1998 – US State Dept counters Medicines Act with ‘full court press’, 
Treatment Action Campaign (TAC) formed, stoning death of AIDS 
activist Gugu Dlamini in her Durban township due to stigmatization 

• 1999 – Al Gore for president, ACTUP! opposition to Gore, Seattle 
WTO protest, Bill Clinton surrender, ‘AIDS dissidents’ emerge  

• 2000 – AIDS conference in Durban, rise of Thabo Mbeki’s denialism 
• 2001 – ‘PMA-SA v Mandela’ lawsuit w Medicines sans Frontiers & 

Oxfam, while TAC imports Thai, Brazilian, Indian generics 



TAC’s Anti-RetroVirals campaign: 
 

 
 
  
 

Zackie Ahmat,  

Nelson Mandela 

• 2001 – Constitutional Court supports nevirapine,  
major World Trade Organisation (TRIPS) concession, Doha 

• 2002 – critiques of Mbeki, Manto Tshabalala-Msimang 
• 2003 – ANC compels change in state policy 
• 2004 – generics produced in SA, global AIDS funds increase 
• 2013 – 2 million public sector recipients of ARVs 
• 2014 threats – fiscal conservatism, Obama’s Pepfar cuts 

strategic successes: 
• dramatic rise in life expectancy 

• policy advocacy success 
• commoning intellectual property 

• decommodification 
• destratification 

• deglobalisation of capital 
• globalisation of solidarity 



“Africa Rising”! (# of citations) 





‘Useful  Africa’ 
Source: Le Monde 

Diplomatique, Feb 2011 

known minerals 

in Africa, 2008  



1. South Africa       599 

2. Botswana        92 

3. Zambia            75 

4. Ghana             43 

5. Namibia           32 

6. Angola             32 

7. Mali                  29 

8. Guinea          21 

9. Mauritania  20 

 Tanzania  20 

 Zimbabwe  20 

Africa’s mining 
production by 
country, 2008 



land-grabbed Africa by  
India, China, South Africa (and Brazil) 

Source: Tomaso Ferrando 





“Africa Rising”as GDP percentage increases, 1981-2012 



Illicit Financial Flows from Africa 1970-2008 
# Country Cumulative IFFs US$ bn Share in Africa’s total  

1 Nigeria 217.7 30.5% 

2 Egypt 105.2 14.7% 

3 South Africa 81.8 11.4% 

4 Morocco 33.9 4.7% 

5 Angola 29.5 4.1% 

6 Algeria 26.1 3.7% 

7 Côte d’ivoire 21.6 3.0% 

8 Sudan 16.6 2.3% 

9 Ethiopia 16.6 2.3% 

10 Congo, 
Republic 

16.2 2.3% 



-20

-10

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70
19

70

19
72

19
74

19
76

19
78

19
8

0

19
8

2

19
8

4

19
8

6

19
8

8

19
9

0

19
9

2

19
9

4

19
9

6

19
9

8

20
0

0

20
0

2

20
0

4

20
0

6

20
0

8

20
10

Net transfer on debt

ODA

FDI

Capital flight

Remittances

Source:  

Leonce Ndikumana 

capital flight outstrips all other flows 







WAVES ‘50/50’ Campaign for Natural Capital Accounting 

 Building on the Gaborone Communique on NCA 
from the African Sustainability Summit, hosted by 
Botswana May 24-25, signed by 10 African countries 

 

62 (32 developing) countries signed the NCA 
Communique, endorsing 

• Implement natural capital accounting where there are  
internationally agreed statistical standards –the SEEA 

• Develop methodology for the more difficult to measure natural 
capital – ecosystem services  

• Demonstrate how NCA can support decision-making for 
sustainable development 

Glenn-Marie Lange, Program  Manager for WAVES Global Partnership, Environment Department, The World Bank 



World Bank 
(minimalist) 
adjustments 
to ‘genuine 

savings’ 
fixed capital (-), 

education (+), natural 
resource depletion (-), 

and pollution (-) 
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“Africa Rising” reality check from WB 



what’s rising? multinational corporate profits 
as a percentage of firm equity 

  

 

Source: UN Conference on Trade and Development (2007), World Investment Report 2007, Geneva.  

extractive industries 



and African protests Rising  

Agence France Press 



African protests rising 



African protests work  





African protests continue 



African protests (and food prices) rising  





Mgcineni Noki, 
Lonmin rock 

drill operator 
16 August 2012 

platinum  
under  
Marikana 







SA’s high social protest rate 
3000 violent (thousands more non-violent) from 2009-12 









       

  

Source: Andre Gunder Frank & Martha Fuentes 

social movements in 19th & 20th century history 



‘the extension of the market 
organisation in respect to genuine 
commodities was accompanied by its 
restriction’ via civil society activism 
 
 

Karl Polanyi’s  
‘double movement’ 
 
 
 
 
The Great Transformation (1957) 



       

  

 

Long waves of debt and default (by sovereign leaders) 
The Kondratieff Wave 



       

  

 

Source: Michael Burawoy 

Polanyi’s double movement:  waves of market power 

social, labor and environmental movements 









halt violence against women 

panel on Chinese contradictions 

350.org meets Pan-African 
Climate Justice Alliance & 

SA anti-coal activists poli-econ seminar with Paez 

climate  
skype-in  
with Bill  
McKibben 



watchdogging of  
BRICS Development Bank  

panel on land-grabs, 
agriculture and water 









economic resistance from below? 



since 2011: Arab Spring, ‘Indignados’ of Spain, 
Greeks and Italians, Occupy in the US and Europe, 

Nigeria Occupy, Senegal, Bulgaria, Turkey, Brazil, etc 





to be a very good jam-maker, 
you need a strong tree-shaker 



  

two contrary directions for  
framing campaign strategies: 

 

1) ‘reformist reforms’: 
 strengthen the internal logic of the system, by smoothing rough edges 
 allow the system to relegitimise 
 give confidence to status quo ideas and forces 
 leave activists disempowered or coopted 
 confirm society’s fear of power, apathy and cynicism about activism 

2) ‘non-reformist reforms’: 
 counteract the internal logic of the system, by confronting core dynamics 
 continue system delegitimisation 
 give confidence to critical ideas and social forces 
 leave activists empowered with momentum for next struggle 
 replace social apathy with confidence in activist integrity and leadership 
 
 

(for these distinctions, thanks to Andre Gorz, John Saul, Boris Kagarlitsky, Gosta Esping-Andersen) 



World Association  
for Political Economy 

 
19-21 June, 2015 

 
Wits University, join us! 





ten potential sins of researchers  

• gatekeeping (or worse, hijacking): in which a researcher takes ownership of a movement, 

its interpretation and even access 

• substitutionism: replacing (not augmenting) the local understanding with the researcher’s 

understanding or vision 

• ventriloquism: replacing local phrasing with a researcher’s own words (in press releases, 

articles, statements of demands, etc)  

• careerism through parasitism: exploiting information gained, without reporting back or 

turning benefits back to the base 

• technicism or legalism: sometimes necessary to contest enemy’s technicism, but 

sometimes incapable of comprehending realities, usually causing premature deradicalisation  

• divisiveness: favouring or profiling certain factions or individuals, often in a sectarian way 

• hucksterism: romanticising and overstating the importance of the movement/struggle 

• score-settling: importing researchers’ petty internecine rivalries, causing degeneracy in 

movement politics as ego-clashing replaces open, honest debate  

• failure of analytical nerve: inability (often due to fear) to draw out the fully liberatory 

potentials of the movement and its struggles, or offer comradely critique of those movements  

• betrayal: turning against movement, giving info to enemies, or acceding to enemy arguments 

in relation to EJ & related movements 


