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Africa contributes under 4% of total GHG emissions and suffers the 
most from climate change. Has global climate governance under the 
UNFCCC and Kyoto framework benefited Africa? Does Africa influence 
the architecture of the global climate framework in any meaningful 
ways? Would Africa be better served by opting out of this framework? 

a. From 1oC to 2oC – reinterpreting 
the Precautionary Principle? 

b. From Common But 
Differentiated Responsibilities to 
Intended Nationally Determined 
Contributions – reinterpreting 
historical emissions? 

c. What should the Paris 
Framework contain for Africa? 

d. How can Africa influence the 
Paris Framework? 

a. 2009 Copenhagen Accord made 
targets irrelevant due to voluntary, 
non-binding, ‘bottom-up’ provisions 

b. 2011 Durban COP17 removed 
essential distinctions between 
developing and developed countries 

c. binding, science-based emissions 
cuts with CBDR; no ‘False Solutions’; 
world climate court; climate debt to 
pay loss & damage; ‘Just Transitions’ 

d. opt out – as done against WTO in 
1999 (Seattle) to withdraw consensus 
until power relations were changed 



This is a moment 
for human 
solidarity. 
 

Above all, the 
global climate 
moment is also 
Africa’s moment – 
Africa’s moment to 
lead the world. 

http://www.africaprogresspanel.org/the-effects-of-climate-change-are-being-felt-all-over-the-planet-but-not-equally-kofi-annan/ 



Yeb Sano, COP19 

Bolivia’s UN Ambassador, COP16 

Lumumba Di-Aping, G77 chief negotiator, COP15 



Copenhagen Accord, COP 15, December 2009 

nightmare scenario: 
African leadership, anti-solidarity, 

terrible alliances (USA + BASIC) 
 



Copenhagen Accord, COP 15, December 2009 

• Jacob Zuma (SA) 
• Lula da Silva (Brazil) 
• Barack Obama (USA) 
• Wen Jiabao (China) 

• Manmohan Singh (India) 



can United Nations negotiations reduce greenhouse gas emissions? 



lessons from US/BaSIC sabotage at Copenhagen, 
December 2009 



revelations about US  
snooping, Dec. 2009 

NSA “signals intelligence will 
undoubtedly play a significant role 
in keeping our negotiators as well 
informed as possible throughout 
the 2-week event… leaders and 
negotiating teams from around 
the world will undoubtedly be 
engaging in intense last-minute 
policy formulating; at the same 
time, they will be holding sidebar 
discussions with their counterparts 
– details of which are of great 
interest to our policymakers” 



 

world’s main historic polluter 





Durban COP17: ‘Africa’s Climate Summit’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
confirmed climate-related deaths of 

180 million Africans this century  
plus artificial carbon market subsidies 



‘Viagra Shot’ for Carbon Markets -- Financial Times, p. 1, 12 December 2011  

A global climate deal to extend the life of the Kyoto treaty and establish the parameters for negotiating a new pact by 2015 will 
provide a fresh stimulus to the world’s floundering carbon markets, according to bankers and analysts. “The deal provides a 
significant boost for investors in low-carbon technology,” said Abyd Karmali, global head of carbon markets at Bank of America 
Merrill Lynch, adding this was an achievement amid the woes of the eurozone crisis. In one of the more bullish business 
assessments of the new pact, which also includes a separate agreement to negotiate a new process aimed at legally obliging all 

countries to commit to cut their carbon emissions, he said the deal was “like a Viagra shot for the flailing 
carbon markets”. Carbon prices have plunged to record lows in recent weeks as Europe’s 
emissions trading scheme, the world’s largest, has been hit by eurozone uncertainties 
and fears of an oversupply of carbon credits.  



carbon market  
crashes then comes back 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 





Conclusion to report by Centre 
for Civil Society & Dartmouth 
College for 

"the system should be 

decommissioned and at 

minimum, a moratorium be placed 
on further crediting until the 
profound structural and 
implementation flaws are 
confronted. The damage done by 
CDMs to date should be included in 
calculations of the ‘climate debt’ 
that the North owes the South, with 
the aim of having victims of CDMs 
compensated appropriately." 



lead US climate negotiator Todd Stern,  
on demand for recognising climate debt? 

 
‘The sense of guilt or  

culpability or reparations  
– I just categorically 
reject that’ 

Stern thus rejects core 
principle: ‘polluter pays’ 

WikiLeaks revealed  
(Feb ‘10) Stern/Pershing 
bribery and bullying:  

Ethiopia, Maldives,  
Bolivia, Ecuador 

AU climate leader 
Meles Zenawi:  
UN Advisory  
Group on Finance 
cochair – but he 
halved AU’s 2009 
demands for 
climate debt  

Maldives cabinet gets 
$50m in US aid = U-turn, 
to support Copenhagen   



This is a moment 
for human 
solidarity. 
 

http://www.africaprogresspanel.org/the-effects-of-climate-change-are-being-felt-all-over-the-planet-but-not-equally-kofi-annan/ 



Threat % 

Climate change 46 

Global economic instability 42 

ISIS threat 41 

Iran nuclear 31 

Cyber-attacks 30 

Russian threat 24 

Chinese threat 18 



 

GHG/capita  
by country 

2000 

USA 
Australia 
Canada 

Saudi Arabia 
Kazakhstan 

Russia 

South  
Africa 



climate ‘creditors’: who’s owed for damage 
Climate Demography Vulnerability Index 

 

main losers:  
• Central America 

and Caribbean 
• Andes and Amazon 
• Central/South Asia 

and Middle East 
• SubSaharan Africa 
• Southeast Asia and 

small islands 



Africa’s most  
vulnerable areas 

 





land-grabbed Africa by voracious 
India, China, South Africa (and Brazil) 

Source: Tomaso Ferrando 



useful  Africa  
Source: Le Monde Diplomatique, Feb 2011 

• Pretoria’s Marius Fransman:   
“Our presence in BRICS would 
necessitate us to push for Africa’s 
integration into world trade.”  

• DBSA's Michelle Ruiters:           
“Our main focus is... financing 
large infrastructure cross-border 
projects, specifically because we 
find that most of the blockages 
that exist around infrastructure 
delivery are those on the cross-
border list.”  



1. South Africa         599 

2. Botswana        92 

3. Zambia            75 

4. Ghana                      43 

5. Namibia           32 

6. Angola             32 

7. Mali                  29 

8. Guinea           21 

9. Mauritania  20 

 Tanzania  20 

 Zimbabwe  20 

Africa’s 
mining 

production 
2008 

Africa’s oil and 
gas production 
and transport 
infrastructure 

2011 

Country 
Reserves 

(mn barrels) 

Nigeria 37 200 

Angola 10 470 

Ghana 5 000 

Gabon 3 700 

Congo 

(Republic) 
1 940 

Equatorial 

Guinea 
1 705 

Chad 1 500 

Uganda 1 000 



Programme 
for 

Infrastructure 
Development 

in Africa 
(PIDA): $93 
billion/year 

 

(Nepad was 
$64 bn/year 
and failed) 

 

PIDA pipelines, dams, cables: 
mines and smelting priorities 



commodity prices fell, 

then entered 2002-11 ‘super-cycle’ 



“Africa Rising” (# of citations) 



“Africa Rising” GDP percentage increases, 1981-2012 



“Africa Rising” reality check from WB 



commodity prices peaked in 
2011, and are now crashing 



‘Great Deceleration’: BRICS’ slower GDP 



 are BRICS against colonialism, 
neocolonialism, imperialism? 



 or within? 





Global Day of Action, Durban, South Africa, Saturday, December 3, 2011 
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