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Global Day of Action, Durban, South Africa, Saturday, December 3, 2011 



“we need to change our strategies… the insider 
COP approach isn’t working: what governments 

can’t push, we should push as civil society” 
- Mithika Mwenda 

 
 

“we need to name the names and shame them”  
- Azed Girmai 

 
 

“Let’s have mobilisations, let’s get people on 
the streets, fighting for their issues – we have a 
problem of buy-in, we have to reach the real 
issues: food insecurity, extreme storms and sea-
level rise, energy… how do we connect this 
issue in the clouds, climate, to very real issues?” 
- Dipti Bhatnagar 

some lessons from PACJA Africa strategy session, Dakar, February 2014 



to be a very good jam-maker, 
you need a strong tree-shaker 



Solidarity for Paris! 
http://www.parisclimatejustice.org 



STOP CLIMATE CRIMES! 
We are at a crossroads. We do not want to be compelled to survive in a world that has been made barely livable for us. From South Pacific Islands 
to the shores of Louisiana, from the Maldives to the Sahel, from Greenland to the Alps, the daily lives of millions of us are already being disrupted 
by the consequences of climate change. Through ocean acidification, the submersion of South Pacific Islands, forced migration in the Indian 
Subcontinent and Africa, frequent storms and hurricanes, the current ecocide affects all species and ecosystems, threatening the rights of future 
generations. And we are not equally impacted by climate change: Indigenous and peasant communities, poor communities in the global South 
and in the global North are at the frontlines and most affected by these and other impacts of climate disruption. 
We are not under any illusions. For more than 20 years, governments have been meeting, yet greenhouse gas emissions have not decreased and 
the climate keeps changing. The forces of inertia and obstruction prevail, even as scientific warnings become ever more dire. 
This comes as no surprise. Decades of liberalization of trade and investments have undermined the capacity of states to confront the climate 
crisis. At every stage powerful forces – fossil fuel corporations, agro-business companies, financial institutions, dogmatic economists, skeptics and 
deniers, and governments in the thrall of these interests – stand in the way or promote false solutions. Ninety companies are responsible for two-
thirds of recorded greenhouse gas emissions worldwide. Genuine responses to climate change threatens their power and wealth, threatens free 
market ideology, and threatens the structures and subsidies that support and underwrite them. 
We know that global corporations and governments will not give up the profits they reap through the extraction of coal, gas and oil reserves; 
and through global fossil fuel-based industrial agriculture. Our continuing ability to act, think, love, care, work, create, produce, contemplate, 
struggle, however, demands that we force them to. To be able to continue to thrive as communities, individuals and citizens, we all must strive for 
change. Our common humanity and the Earth demand it. 
We are confident in our capacity to stop climate crimes. In the past, determined women and men have resisted and overcome the crimes of 
slavery, totalitarianism, colonialism or apartheid. They decided to fight for justice and solidarity and knew no one would do it for them. Climate 
change is a similar challenge, and we are nurturing a similar uprising. 
We are working to change everything. We can open the way to a more livable future, and our actions are much more powerful than we think. 
Around the world, our communities are fighting against the real drivers of the climate crisis, protecting territories, working to reduce their 
emissions, building their resilience, achieving food autonomy through small scale ecological farming, etc. 
On the eve of the UN Climate Conference to be held in Paris-Le Bourget, we declare our determination to keep fossil fuels in the ground. This is 
the only way forward. 
Concretely, governments have to end subsidies to the fossil fuel industry, and to freeze fossil fuel extraction by leaving untouched 80% of all 
existing fossil fuel reserves. 
We know that this implies a great historical shift. We will not wait for states to make it happen. Slavery and apartheid did not end because states 
decided to abolish them. Mass mobilisations left political leaders no other choice. 
The situation today is precarious. We have, however, a unique opportunity to reinvigorate democracy, to dismantle the dominance of corporate 
political power, to transform radically our modes of production and consumption. Ending the era of fossil fuels is one important step towards the 
fair and sustainable society we need. 
We will not waste this opportunity, in Paris or elsewhere, today or tomorrow. 
 
 



“STOP CLIMATE CRIMES!” 
 

November 28-29 – mass 
decentralised protests 
 

November 28-December 11 
– Paris Conference of 
Polluters 21 
 

December 12 – Paris mass 
action: ‘to have the last 
word’ 



Leymah Gbowee, President of St.Peter’s Lutheran Church Women 
Comfort Freeman, National President for All of the Lutheran Women 

Asatu Bah Kenneth, Liberian Muslim Women’s Organization 



“Africa Rising” (# of citations) 



new measurements: against GDP 
 MISSING FROM GDP: 
    resource depletion (crucial to ‘extractivism’) 
    air, water, and noise pollution 
    loss of farmland and wetlands 
    unpaid women’s/community work 
    family breakdown 
    other social values 
    crime 
 

Genuine Progress Indicator  
 



“Africa Rising” reality check from WB 



African protests Rising  

Agence France Press 





African protests Rising 



in 2014, a 
slight decline 

in African 
protests  

(but maybe due 
to bored 

AFP/Reuters 
journos) 



harnessing rising economic 
dissatisfaction in Africa 

rising foreign debt 
–  at danger level 

rising current account deficits as trade 
becomes negative and profits are exported 

Source: International Monetary Fund 2015 



African protests work  





African protests continue 



African protests (and food prices) rising  





       

  

 

Source: Michael Burawoy 

Karl Polanyi’s double movement: waves of globalisation 

social and labour movements 

climate 
justice 



a new ideology: ‘climate justice’ 
core principles from Rights of Mother Earth conference, 

Cochabamba, Bolivia (April 2010) 

•50 percent reduction of greenhouse gas emissions by 2017 
•stabilising temperature rises to 1C and 300 Parts Per Million 

•acknowledging the climate debt 
owed by developed countries (6% of GDP) 
•full respect for Human Rights and the inherent rights of indigenous people 
•universal declaration of Mother Earth rights to ensure harmony with nature 
•establishment of an International Court of Climate Justice 

•rejection of carbon markets, and 
REDD’s commodifed nature and forests 
•promotion of change in consumption patterns of developed countries 
•end of intellectual property rights for climate technologies 



 new hub-spoke model for container ports 



Pandora’s Box for mega-shipping: 
the route across the North Pole 



 and there’s deep-sea oil to be 
drilled down there, too 

 



 unless they can be stopped! 



 kayaktivists 



 Greenpeace in  
Portland July 2015 



 stopping a Shell Oil ship from leaving Portland 



 eventually forced its way out, to drill Artic oil 







thanks in part (4%) to bunker fuels 



South Durban 



South Durban 

single buoy 
mooring: 

80% of SA’s 
intake 

Sapref: 
BP/Shell 

Engen:  80% 
Petronas 

(Malaysia) 

hypertoxic 
South Durban, 

‘Africa’s armpit’ 

Toyota car 
assembly 

Mondi 
paper mill 

hazardous petro-
chemical plants 

Africa’s 
biggest port 

Island View 
tank farm 

Africa’s largest oil 
refining complex 

container 
terminals 

freight 
traffic 

(often illegal) 

new capacity: R250 billion plan! 





in meeting after meeting: unanimous 
opposition to port-petrochem expansion 









CJ movement: leave the oil in the soil,  
the coal in the hole, the tarsand in the land 

• Niger Delta women, Environmental Rights Action, MEND halted most oil exploitation in 2008 
• Ecuador’s Amazon indigenous activists + Accion Ecologica halt oil drilling in Yasuni Park 
• British Climate Camp (Crude Awakening block Coryton refinery, MI5 spy couldn’t crack it) 
• Australian Rising Tide regularly block Newcastle coal exports 
• Norwegian environmentalists and Attac win against state oil company in Lofoten region, 2011 
• Canada: Alberta anti-tarsands green and indigenous activists  
• stopping US King Coal: Mountain Top Removal nearly halted in Appalachia; Navajo Nation 

forced cancellation of Black Meza (Arizona) mine permit against world’s largest coal company, 
Peabody;  Powder River Basin (MN, WY) farmers and ranchers fight coal expansion 

• derailing US coal energy: nearly all 151 proposed new coal power plants in Bush Energy Plan 
cancelled, abandoned or stalled since 2007; key community forces: Indigenous Environmental 
Network, Energy Justice Network and Western Mining Action Network, plus Sierra legal team 

• preventing incinerators: since 2000, no new waste incinerators (more carbon-intensive than 
coal and leading source of cancer-causing dioxins)  
– Global Alliance for Incinerator Alternatives, Detroit victory, wastepickers movement 

• defeating  parts of the tarsands pipelines from Canada through the United States 
• undamming Mega Hydro at Klamath River: indigenous communities defeat Pacificorp Power 
• building resilient communities through local action: frontline communities winning campaigns 

linking climate justice to basic survival - e.g., Oakland Climate Action Coalition Just Transition 
• movement to halt fracking of shale gas: France, Quebec, Pittsburgh, Nigeria, South Africa 



This Changes Everything:  
Capitalism vs. the Climate  
Naomi Klein, author of the #1 international  
bestsellers, The Shock Doctrine and No Logo,  
returns with This Changes Everything,  
a must-read on how the climate crisis needs  
to spur transformational political change 
 
     We seem to have given up on any serious effort to prevent catastrophic climate change. 
Despite mounting scientific evidence, denialism is surging in many wealthy countries, and 
extreme fossil-fuel extraction gathers pace. Exposing the work of ideologues on the right who 
know the challenge this poses to the free market all too well, Naomi Klein also challenges the 
failing strategies of environmental groups.  

     This Changes Everything argues that the deep changes required should not be 
viewed as punishments to fear, but as a kind of gift. It's time to stop running 
from the full implications of the crisis and begin to embrace them.  
        Naomi Klein is an award-winning journalist, syndicated columnist and author of the 
international bestsellers, The Shock Doctrine and No Logo. She is a member of the board of 
directors for 350.org, a global grassroots movement to solve the climate crisis, a Puffin 
Foundation Writing Fellow at The Nation Institute, and a former Miliband Fellow at the LSE. 

http://books.google.co.kr/books?id=P81bAwAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0


This Changes Everything  
• energy (oil/coal to renewables) 
• transport (private to public, shipping to local production) 
• urban form (from sprawling suburbs to compact cities) 
• housing/services (from hedonism to socio-ecological) 
• agriculture/food (from semi-feudal, sugar-saturated, carbon-intensive 

plantation-grown to organic, cooperative and vegetarian-centric) 
• production (from multinational-corporate capitalist logic to ‘Just 

Transition’ localization, eco-social planning and cooperation) 
• consumption (from advertisement-driven, high-carbon, import-

intensive and materialistic to de-commodified basic-needs guarantees 
and eco-socially sound consumption norms) 

• disposal (from planned obsolesence to ‘zero-waste’) 
• health, education, arts and social policy (from capitalist-determined 

to post-carbon, post-capitalist)  
• social/private space (from durable race/class/gender segregation to 

public space, recreation, desegregation and human liberation)  
 
 

 

http://books.google.co.kr/books?id=P81bAwAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0


This is a moment 
for human 
solidarity. 
 

Above all, the 
global climate 
moment is also 
Africa’s moment – 
Africa’s moment to 
lead the world. 

http://www.africaprogresspanel.org/the-effects-of-climate-change-are-being-felt-all-over-the-planet-but-not-equally-kofi-annan/ 


