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can financial sanctions a mega-project? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

dangers of transport, construction, petro-chem 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=taFtYFmFXEE 



$25 billion shipping-petrochem makeover: 
1) 1-3) deepening/widening of old port 

2) 4) new roads & dug-out port (old airport) 
3) 5-6) major expansion of old port 

to increase traffic from 2.5 to 20 mn containers/year 



South Durban’s 
future, and what it 

means for our 
economy, society 
and environment 

overall critique of port-petrochem 

and need for detox-led infrastructure 
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new capacity: R250 billion plan! 



$25 bn ‘Back of Port’ project  



South Durban’s dig-out port 

old airport site today 
new dig-out port, 2020 (?!) 



Transnet’s South Durban Dig-Out Port: 
ubiquitous image of what we can expect 





can Durban harbour go post-Panamax? 
will overcapacity wreck North-South shipping? 



 old ships: 5000 TEUs (20ft containers) 

 anything bigger: ‘post-Panamax’ 



 new hub-spoke model for container ports 



 driven by $5 bn investment 



 to unblock this bottleneck: 
 

 the Panama Canal 
 







and now there’s a Pandora’s Box 
for mega-shipping: the route 

across the North Pole 



 and there’s deep-sea oil to be 
drilled down there, too 

 













thanks in part (4%) to bunker fuels 



can we use 
climate change 
arguments in 

Environmental 
Impact 

Assessments,  
to question the 
logic of hyper-

competitive 
port-petrochem 

expansion? 



our complaint: 
Transnet hires eco-

consultants who are 
climate denialists   











EXXONMOBIL reply: 
 
As described in the EMPr, the impact assessments evaluated 
environmental impacts on resources such as marine fauna, benthic 
ecology, air quality, and water quality among others. Furthermore, the 
assessments evaluated impacts on commercial fishing and the economy 
as well. These assessments were carried out by ERM specialists 
supported by national experts on certain topics. 
 
The proposed activities include only exploration-phase geophysical and 
geotechnical surveys. As described in the EMPr, these are vessel or 
airplane based activities. Given the nature of the proposed activities, 
impact on climate change is comparable to other existing sea going 

vessels and small plane operators. There are no activities 
that will generate or release significant 
quantities of greenhouse gases.  
 







December 2015 announcement: 
a ‘couple of years’ delay but 

competitive-port rationale continues 

what next for anti-port struggle? 





commodity prices peaked in 
2011, and are now crashing 















Global Day of Action, Durban, South Africa, Saturday, December 3, 2011 



extreme beachfront damage 

then came March 2007 storm 



also poor and working people – especially shackdwellers 

not just the rich living on the beachfront 



Engen refinery, August 2012 



Source: South Durban Community Environmental Alliance 

South Durban’s most 
explosive refinery: Engen                

Settlers Primary School: 
52% asthma rate (world’s highest) 



 

 

fires, explosions 
in South Durban 

25 October 2008, flaring, regular 
occurrence at SAPREF and Engen Source: South Durban Community Environmental Alliance 

• 21 September 2007, 
Island View Storage (IVS) 
facility, tank explosion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• 18 September 2007, 
explosion at the IVS 
facility. 

SDCEA demands refinery closure 

18 January 2005, explosion 
at Engen Refinery 



S. Durban’s 
next most 
explosive 

tank farm: 
Island View 



 



October 10, 2011 

October 11, 2011: war on Engen 

Settlers Primary School: 52% asthma rate, highest in world  





community /environmental opposition 



in meeting after meeting: unanimous 
opposition to port-petrochem expansion 





will state/capital’s incremental strategy 
plus community co-optation work? 







activists envisage 5-step 
‘South Durban Detox’ 

resist,rezone, restructure 
 

1) reverse attempted rezoning of Clairwood  
2) enforce/expand existing residential zoning 

of Clairwood, Merebank and Wentworth 
3) mobilise solidarity in Durban & everywhere 

4) take seriously climate rhetoric: shift freight to 
trains, lower trade vulnerability, de-smokestack  
5) plan/implement post-pollution, post-carbon 
Durban with ‘Million Climate Jobs’ campaign 

 



  

two contrary directions for  
framing campaign strategies: 

 

1) ‘reformist reforms’: 
 strengthen the internal logic of the system, by smoothing rough edges 
 allow the system to relegitimise 
 give confidence to status quo ideas and forces 
 leave activists disempowered or coopted 
 confirm society’s fear of power, apathy and cynicism about activism 

2) ‘non-reformist reforms’: 
 counteract the internal logic of the system, by confronting core dynamics 
 continue system delegitimisation 
 give confidence to critical ideas and social forces 
 leave activists empowered with momentum for next struggle 
 replace social apathy with confidence in activist integrity and leadership 
 
 

(for these distinctions, thanks to Andre Gorz, John Saul, Boris Kagarlitsky, Gosta Esping-Andersen) 



       

  

Source: Andre Gunder Frank & Martha Fuentes 

social movements in 19th & 20th century history 



       

  

 

Source: Michael Burawoy 

Polanyi’s double movement:  waves of market power 

social, labor and environmental movements 



ten potential sins of scholar-activists 

• gatekeeping (or worse, hijacking): in which a researcher takes ownership of a movement, 

its interpretation and even access, to the extent sometimes of cultish control-freak management 

• substitutionism: replacing (not augmenting) the local understanding with the researcher’s 

understanding, vision or aspirations, even when on-ground realities are in obvious contradiction 

• ventriloquism: replacing local phrasing with a researcher’s own words (in press releases, 

articles, statements of demand, etc), or ‘teaching’ a movement faddish academic language  

• careerism through parasitism: exploiting information gained, without reporting back or 

turning benefits back to the base, or generating self-serving (contradiction-free) interpretations 

• technicism or legalism: sometimes necessary to contest enemy’s technicism, but too often 

incapable of comprehending movement realities, usually causing deradicalisation  or cooptation 

• divisiveness: favouring or profiling certain factions or individuals, often in a sectarian way 

• hucksterism: romanticising and overstating the importance of the movement/struggle 

• score-settling: importing researchers’ petty internecine rivalries, causing degeneracy in 

movement politics as ego-clashing replaces open, honest debate  

• failure of analytical nerve: inability (often due to fear) to draw out the fully liberatory 

potentials of the movement or its struggles, or to offer constructive critique where appropriate 

• betrayal: turning against a movement, giving info to enemies, or accepting enemy’s arguments 

 

in relation to social and labour movements 


