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Patrick Bond - The underdevelopment of Africa

: David Wiley (Michigan State University) – The militarization 
of Africa 

Tuesday, 10-11am: Annsilla Nyar - Writing Socio-Political Commentary: a Civil  
            Society Imperative 

Tuesday, 11-12: Film/discussion on Durban social movements 

Break to get lunch, 12-12:30 

Tuesday, 12:30-2pm: Dennis Brutus- International Social Justice Activism  

Tuesday, 2:00-3pm: Film/discussion on national/global social movements 
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Wednesday, 11am-12noon: Baruti Amisi - Business social networks, a pathway 

to social and economic integration or self-exclusion: A study of Durban  

Congolese and Somali Refugees. 

 

Break 

 

Wednesday, 1pm-2pm: Baruti Amisi – Rethinking Social Capital: A Study of 

Congolese Refugee Women 

�
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Logistics 
 

The SIT Shuttles will run between your homestays and the UKZN Centre for Civil 

Society, to arrive by 9:45am. (Please note that if you miss the shuttle you will 

need to make your own way to the Programme Centre in time for your lecture or 

other scheduled activity).  Shuttles will pick up outside CCS. 
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Writing Socio-Political Commentary: a Civil Society Imperative 
  
By Annsilla Nyar 
 
Developing and enhancing a culture of serious political debate in South Africa is 

an ongoing challenge for civil society. With the current  challenges posed to 

media freedom by market forces and endemic politicking (considering the fact 

that the media is controlled by a  small handful of media conglomerates, often 

blocking or obstructing substantive independent political opinion or thought,) it is 

more important than ever to retain a critical node in society which develops and 

influences the intellectual climate as well as advances people's capacities to 

reach informed understandings about critical socio-political issues. Opinion 

editorials or political commentary are an excellent way to present ideas, opinions 

or arguments in a persuasive and influential way.It is a great way to gain 

expression for one's writing and to produce concise, effective and persuasive 

arguments. It helps enhance students ability to debate responsibly and 

constructively. By choosing a subject based on public interest and current 

relevancy, by learning what issues are most important to the community or 

society, that opinion piece become part of the public discourse when that opinion  

is published and subsequently debated. 

  

This session is useful to those students who are interested in print journalism, 
editorial processes and public policy discourse. It will teach the essentials of 
creating a carefully crafted argument that is logically structured, clearly 
expressed and convincing to the readers. It will teach effective techniques for 
writing so as to develop and hone argumentative and persuasive writing skills. 
  
This session will revolve around several key points: 
  
How to choose your theme 

How to do construct an argument (how to choose headlines, bylines, lead  

paragraphs etc) 

How to do effective and rigorous research 

How to present opinion pieces in the public domain 

  

A writing assignment will be set which will be evaluated at the end of  
the course. 
 
 


