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• A continental coalition of CSOs in the African 
continent  

• Founded through a process spearheaded by New 
Partnership for Africa (NEPAD) and civil society in 
Africa 

• Brings together around 1000 organisations from 
diverse backgrounds across Africa 

 

INTRODUCTION (PACJA) 

 



• Membership derived from NGOs, Foundations, 
Trusts, CBOs, farmers groups, faith-based 
networks, national coalitions and regional sectoral 
networks from 45 countries in Africa.  

• Aims to unify isolated civil society efforts on 
climate change advocacy and coordination in 
Africa 

• Advocates for mainstreaming of climate change 
into national development policies and strategies. 

• Advocates for pro-poor and people-centred 
responses to climate change  

 

INTRODUCTION (PACJA) 

 



• 5th IPCC Assessment 

Report: Climate change is 

happening – global 

warming is taking place at 

an alarming rate 

• Anthropogenic - It is 

essentially man-made 

• It is affecting people – 

particularly in developing 

countries 

• It is a global emergency 

requiring urgent action.  

If we act now, we can 

make a difference 

THE CRISIS OF OUR TIMES 



 

• Poverty & inequality: it is disproportionately 
affecting poor people and poor countries 

 

• Development: we need sustainable 
development & secure livelihoods of the poor 

 

• Justice and new frontier of struggle: crisis 
has been caused by rich nations and rich 
people but the poor suffering from actions 

WHY GLOBAL ATTENTION ON CC? 



• 2 billion people without access to clean cooking fuels 

• More than 1.5 billion people without electricity 

• More than 1 billion have poor access to fresh water 

• About 800 million people chronically undernourished  

• 2 million children die per year from diarrhea 

• 30,000 deaths each day from preventable diseases 

• Most of these are found in Sub-Saharan Africa 

CLIMATE CHANGE HAS EXACERBATED 
THE PROBLEM 



• The global call for action against climate change 

proclaimed by UN acknowledges the intricate 

complexity of climate crisis 

• In the past the climate change discourse was 

dominated by leaders (entirely environment and 

scientific communities) 

•  Since 4th IPCC AR and Copenhagen there is 

increased understanding of the link between climate 

change and development 

•underscores the importance of North-South 

collaboration to preserve health of the planet  & save 

humanity 

 

A COMMON FRONT FOR CS 
CAMPAIGN ON EJ&CC  



• Until 2010, the United States was the biggest 

GHGs emitter, and remains the top per capita 

contributor to climate crisis – China is now ahead 

•Though US is the biggest emitter, 

actions/commitment to reverse effects of climate 

change remain doubtful.  

• US plays obstructionist role in int’l climate change 

dialogue processes; eg has never ratified KP 

• US action on CC greatly influenced by TNCs, 

mostly oil companies/lobbies 

• Citizen voices have not been strong 

A COMMON FRONT FOR CS 
CAMPAIGN ON EJ&CC  



• We share a common destiny & there is no other 

planet – for the poor and rich 

•Civil Rights movements, Anti-slavery movement, 

Anti-colonialist movements & Anti-Apatheid 

movements played critical roles in alleviating 

human suffering and restoration of dignity 

• Having defeated all the above, we need to 

mobilise to defeat the biggest challenge to 

humanity in the 21st century – climate change 

A COMMON FRONT FOR CS 
CAMPAIGN ON EJ&CC  



• Since 2010, PACJA has forged partnership with key 

industrialised countries Lobby groups that have changed the 

cause of history. 

• Eg:We have held consultations at Financial freedom centre 

which have brought key CSOs in US to share strategies to 

strengthen advocacy on pro-people policies in the US 

 

A COMMON FRONT FOR CS 
CAMPAIGN ON EJ&CC  

 Photo: Strategy meeting at Financial freedom Centre, NAACP, Washington, Dc, March 2014 



a. Share the African story on climate change/justice with our 

allies in CSOs, influential politicians, corporations, faith 

communities, students, decision and policy makers 

b. Hold conversations with industrialised countries 

organizations and link up with other campaigns, initiatives 

and forces in the broader climate justice movement for 

exchanges and collaboration for common actions ahead of 

COP 20 and 21 in Peru and France respectively. 

c. Build alliances with organizations to demand for 

international agreements and national policies that will 

result in limiting of temperature rise to the levels 

recommended by science 

WANT WE WANT TO ACHIEVE  



D. Share African civil society views 

on solutions to climate change that 

undermine the pursuit  for a safer 

planet and human dignity, such as 

carbon trading, market-based 

approaches to forests, soil and water - 

“clean coal”, etc 

D. Highlight the historical 

responsibilities of industrialized 

countries leadership in this endeavor– 

can they meet their obligations as part 

of her fair share of the global carbon 

budget that takes into account 

historical per capita emissions? 

 

WANT WE WANT TO ACHIEVE  

Photo: Mithika Mwenda 
speaking at Howard 
University, Washington 
DC, March 2014 
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