
 

Libyans protest against new regime 

 
 

 
 

Vastminority 16 December 2011 
 
PEOPLE in Libya are rising up against the regime foisted on them by foreign 
powers following the overthrowal of Gaddafi. 
 
In the words of Twitter user Dima Khatib: "Revolutionary Friday is back in 
#Libya .. Yes #Feb17 is alive & kickin till the people get what they fought 
for." 
 
There are reports of tens of thousands of Libyans protesting in Benghazi 
and Tripoli accusing the National Transitional Council of "stealing the 
revolution."  
 
The protesters demand transparency, accountability and payment of wages 
in a movement that connects democratic and economic demands  
 
Business Week says they feel the ruling National Transitional Council is 
being too secretive about its membership structure and finances. 
 
“We sacrificed a lot in this war,” Salwa Bugaighis, a lawyer in Benghazi 
and a former member of the NTC before she resigned in August over a lack 
of transparency in its decision- making process, said in an interview. “We 
want democracy.” 
 
Bugaighis said protesters set up a tented encampment today at Benghazi’s 
Maidan al-Shagera, or Tree Square, and will not leave until the NTC enacts 
new rules on transparency and releases the names and resumes of all its 
members. 
vastminority.blogspot.com 

 

Protests succeed in disrupting US ports 

 
 

 
 

Vast minority 12 December 2011 
 
OCCUPY protesters in the USA succeeded in causing serious disruption to 
West Coast ports on Monday. 
 
Reports RT: "From the blocked port of Oakland to the shipping hub of 
Seattle, thousands of disenchanted activists have taken to the streets in 
defiance of a police crackdown. 
 
"Seattle police have reportedly used flash bang percussion grenades to 
disperse the protesters who blocked the entrance to the Port of Seattle 
facilities. Police said multiple people had been arrested, but did not 
specify exact figures. 
 
"Occupy Seattle protesters were seen holding banners reading Made in 
China, clearly highlighting the problem of American jobs being outsourced 
to China. 
 
"Those protests appear to be a part of the nationwide effort to block West 
Coast port traffic, when thousands took on ports from California to Alaska 



to disrupt, they claim, the economic machine that benefits the wealthiest 
individuals and corporations. 
 
"Protesters say they are targeting corporate greed and the government’s 
complicity and by maintaining their activity, they are keeping the message 
of the Occupy movement alive. 
 
"According to protesters, among other things they are targeting profits of 
Goldman Sachs, which owns half of one of the world’s largest 
transportation and shipping outfits. Therefore, for the movement this is 
the way of 'getting back at' one of the major banks which had contributed 
to the financial crisis. 
 
"In New York City, protesters took their message to Goldman Sachs 
directly. They marched in solidarity with their fellow campaigners from 
the West Coast to the bank’s Low Manhattan’s headquarters. Almost two 
dozen of them were arrested." 
 
"In Houston, Texas, some 20 people got arrested in similar solidarity 
protests. 
 
"While US authorities seem to be quite successful in cracking down on 
peaceful protesters, with more than 5,000 having been arrested in the 
course of the past three months, none of those arrests even make it to the 
headlines in major US media anymore. 
 
"Occupy protesters marched on Monday morning on ports in San Diego, 
Oakland and Los Angeles in California, Portland in Oregon, Seattle and 
Tacoma in Washington, as well as Anchorage in Alaska, eventually 
succeeding in disrupting the work of these major ports on the West Coast. 
The port of Oakland, for example, was almost completely shut down, while 
in Portland and LA they effectively blocked trucks from approaching the 
ports." 
vastminority.blogspot.com 

 

Moscow rally against vote fraud  

 
 

 
 

 
Yahoo News 10 December 2011 
 
MOSCOW (AP) — Tens of thousands of Muscovites thronged to a city square 
to protest against alleged electoral fraud and against Russian Prime 
Minister Vladimir Putin and his party on Saturday, and demonstrators 
gathered in other rallies across the vast country, the largest public show of 
discontent in post-Soviet Russia. 
 
The protests come three months before Putin, who was president in 2000-
2008 and effectively remained the country's leader while prime minister, is 
to seek a third term in office. The public outpouring challenges his image, 
supported by state-controlled TV channels, as a man who won the 
affection of most Russians. 
 
That image was undercut by last Sunday's parliamentary elections, during 
which his United Party narrowly retained a majority of seats, but lost the 
unassailable two-thirds majority it held in the previous parliament. Even 
that reduced performance was unearned, inflated by massive vote fraud, 
the opposition says, citing reports by local and international monitors of 



widespread violations. The reports of vote-rigging and the party's loss of 
seats acted as a catalyst for long-simmering discontent of many Russians. 
 
"The falsifications that authorities are doing today have turned the country 
into a big theater, with clowns like in a circus," said Alexander Trofimov, 
one of the early arrivals for the protest at Bolotnaya Square, on an island 
in the Moscow River adjacent to the Kremlin. 
 
"I don't think any citizen of the country can say he is very happy with 
anything. We don't have an independent judiciary, there is no freedom of 
expression — all this combined creates a situation where people are forced 
to protest," said demonstrator Albert Yusupov, who was dressed in civilian 
clothes but identified himself as a member of the Russian army. 
 
By the time the rally started, the square and adjacent streets were packed 
shoulder-to-shoulder with protesters braving intermittent wind-blown 
snow. Police said there were at least 25,000, while protest organizers 
claimed 40,000. 
 
City authorities have given permission for a rally of up to 30,000 people, 
unusual largesse for an opposition that generally is either denied 
permission to rally or limited to small numbers. It was not clear if police 
would choose to crack down if the crowd clearly exceeded 30,000. But 
they did try to move demonstrators off a footbridge leading to the island, 
claiming it was so packed with people that it could collapse. 
 
Protests took place in at least 15 other cities from the Pacific Coast to the 
southwest. 
 
In the Pacific city of Vladivostok, several hundred protesters rallied along a 
waterside avenue where some of Russia's Pacific Fleet warships are 
docked. They shouted "Putin's a louse" and some held a banner caricaturing 
United Russia's emblem, reading "The rats must go." 
 
Police stayed on the fringes of that demonstration and made no arrests. 
But the Interfax news agency reported that about 15 people were arrested 
at a protest in the Siberian city of Perm and about 30 in the Far Eastern 
city of Khabarovsk when a flash-mob started an unauthorized protest. 
 
Officials in many cities, including Moscow, gave permission for the 
protests. But in what appeared to be an attempt to prevent young people 
from attending the protest, Moscow's school system declared Saturday 
afternoon a mandatory extra school day for grades 9-11. Students were 
told of the decision only on Friday, news reports said. 
 
Hundreds of people, were arrested in smaller protests earlier in the week. 
Some, including prominent opposition blogger Alexei Navalny, were 
sentenced to 15 days in jail. Another prominent opposition figure, Sergei 
Udaltsov, was hospitalized after his Monday arrest and was expected to be 
released Saturday, but the Interfax news agency said he was taken from 
the hospital to a court to face further charges. 
 
Russian President Dmitry Medvedev conceded this week that election law 
may have been violated and Putin suggested "dialogue with the opposition-
minded" — breaking from his usual authoritarian image. The Kremlin has 
come under strong international pressure, with U.S. Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton calling the vote unfair and urging an investigation into 
fraud. Putin in turn criticized Clinton and the United States for allegedly 
instigating protests and trying to undermine Russia. 
 



If Saturday's protests are a success, the activists then face the challenge of 
long-term strategy. Even though U.S. Sen. John McCain recently tweeted 
to Putin that "the Arab Spring is coming to a neighborhood near you," 
things in Russia are not that simple. 
 
The popular uprisings that brought down governments in Georgia in 2003, 
in Ukraine the next year, and in Egypt last spring all were significantly 
boosted by demonstrators being able to establish round-the-clock 
presences, notably in Cairo's Tahrir Square and the massive tent camp on 
Kiev's main avenue. Russian police would hardly tolerate anything similar. 
 
Opposition figures indicated Friday that the next step would be to call 
another protest in Moscow for next weekend and make it even bigger. But 
staged events at regular intervals may be less effective than daily 
spontaneous protests. 
 
Russia's opposition also is vulnerable to attacks on the websites and social 
media that have nourished the protests. This week, an official of 
Vkontakte, a Russian version of Facebook, reported pressure from the FSB, 
the KGB's main successor, to block access to opposition groups, but said his 
company refused. 
 
On election day, the websites of a main independent radio station and the 
country's only independent election-monitoring group fell victim to denial-
of-service hacker attacks. 
news.yahoo.com 
 
Jim Heintz, Romas Dabrukas, Sofia Javed, Gary Peach and Vladimir 
Kondrashov in Moscow contributed to this report. 

 

Activists beaten at COP17 by Durban 'volunteers' 

 
 

 
 

 
Canaan Mdletshe & Nivashni Nair 8 December, 2011 
 
''Volunteers'' employed by the city of Durban at COP17 yesterday slapped 
and kicked environmental activists who confronted President Jacob Zuma 
for not standing up for Africa at the climate change talks. 
 
The heavy-handed actions of the "green bombers" - so called by activists 
because of their green uniforms and aggression - and of unionists, who 



kicked an activist, were in full view of the world's media. 
 
After Zuma had told the activists at a report-back session in the Durban 
City Hall that he felt that it was necessary for him to interact with civil 
society, pandemonium broke out when placards calling on him to "ditch 
Europe and the US" and not "let Africa fry" were held up. 
 
The volunteers and Zuma's bodyguards pulled the placards from the 
activists and tore them up. 
 
When the activists demanded that they be allowed to hold up their 
placards as part of their interaction with Zuma, the volunteers pushed and 
slapped them while trying to throw them out of the hall. A group of 
people, wearing SA Municipal Workers' Union T-shirts, then started singing 
in support of Zuma. 
 
Zuma did not intervene in the scuffle but had a clear view of the assault 
on local climate activist Rehad Desai, who was slapped by a volunteer and 
then pushed to the ground when he called for the president to stand up for 
Africa. 
 
After Desai fell, the unionists formed a ring around him and kicked him as 
they sang. 
 
Moe Shaik, the head of the Secret Service, and Cosatu's KwaZulu-Natal 
secretary, Zet Luzipho, tried to stop the chaos by pushing the volunteers 
away but the group continued to kick Desai. 
 
After KwaZulu-Natal Premier Zweli Mkhize, the programme director, 
repeatedly called for calm police broke up the scuffles. 
 
Desai and several other activists were thrown out but the volunteers, who 
started the trouble, remained. No arrests were made. 
 
The meeting continued with Zuma denouncing the chaos as "uncalled for". 
 
"I don't agree with people who disrupt and loot in the name of democracy," 
he said. "We must tolerate other people's views." 
 
But the activists slammed Zuma, saying he did nothing to protect their 
rights. 
 
"He just sat there and did nothing. It happened right in front of him," 
Siziwe Khanyile, of South African environmental group Groundwork, said. 
 
Desai said he was kicked for raising his concerns about speculation that 
Zuma was planning to side with the EU during the climate negotiations. 
 
He said he had it on good authority that the ''green bombers'' were 
members of the ANC Youth League, employed by outgoing Durban city 
manager Mike Sutcliffe to intimidate activists at COP17. 
 
eThekwini municipal spokesman Thabo Mofokeng confirmed that COP17 
volunteers were hired and paid by the city, but he rubbished claims that 
they were told to intimidate activists. 
 
Sutcliffe said the volunteers did not initiate the scuffle. 
 
"The meeting, which was progressing positively, was interrupted by a small 
group of protestors who chose the opportunity to attempt to disrupt 



proceedings by raising posters while their own representatives were 
engaging with the president. 
 
"After a few minutes of disruption, members of the audience tried to get 
the protestors to take down their posters and allow the proceedings to 
continue. The situation escalated and a scuffle broke out between 
protestors and the audience. Security, both SAPS and municipal, became 
involved and then a few COP17 volunteers, who were standing close by, 
were drawn into the fray," he said. 
 
The secretary of the ANC Youth League's eThekwini region, Vukani Ndlovu, 
dismissed the suggestion that the volunteers were recruited from the 
league, saying they were "just youth". 
www.timeslive.co.za 

 
 
Activists claim Zuma supporters attacked them 
Yolandi Groenewald (City Press) 8 December 2011  
 
Tensions between local left activists at COP17 in Durban and the 
government exploded again today with activists claiming they were 
assaulted by “a group of pro-Zuma supporters” at a meeting with President 
Jacob Zuma. 
 
“In a meeting designed for engagement between President Zuma and 
communities and civil society, violence broke out when peaceful civil 
society demonstrators silently held up signs asking ‘Zuma to stand with 
Africa,’” said Tristen Taylor from Earthlife Africa. 
 
He said the “pro-Zuma supporters”, many wearing the uniforms of COP17 
volunteers then attacked the demonstrators “in an act of mob violence”. 
 
“Demonstrators were roughed up and some had to flee the hall,” he said. 
“While all of this went on, President Zuma sat up on the podium and 
remained quiet. Furthermore, it took nearly ten minutes before police 
entered the hall to restore order.” 
 
Greenpeace activists were also caught in the fistfight. Greenpeace activist 
Melita Steele was injured. She tweeted: People attacked in the meeting 
for protesting. I ended up getting punched and other people were kicked. 
 
Her colleague, Ferial Adams, told Eyewitness News that youths started 
singing and toyi-toying before they were joined by a group of ANC 
supporters, dressed as COP17 marshals, who then attacked the activists. 
 
Adams was also punched and kicked by the crowd. 
 
Siziwe Khanyile of groundWork said: “This was our event, organised to 
communicate with President Zuma. We were then abused, kicked out, 
robbed, and manhandled by Zuma supporters disguised as COP17 
volunteers.” 
 
The latest incident follows violence over the weekend where activists were 
attacked by a group of COP17 volunteers, also dressed in their bright green 
uniform.  
 
The “green bombers” as they were dubbed by the activists roughed up the 
green activists and pelted them with stones over the weekend at the Day 
of Global Action march. 



 
Before COP17 the leftist activists also complained that they were closely 
being watched by both National Intelligence and the police’s crime 
intelligence. 
 
Zuma’s office would not say how the president reacted during the scuffle, 
reports Sabelo Ndlangisa. 
 
In a statement, Zuma’s spokesperson, Mac Maharaj, said there had been 
“an unfortunate scuffle at the beginning of the meeting” with groups 
jostling to be heard. 
 
“The Presidency acknowledges the intervention of the police who did their 
jobs to restore order in the Durban City Hall. The meeting continued 
successfully and constructively with civil society afterwards,” Maharaj 
said. 
 
Spokesperson for the police, General Vish Naidoo, confirmed the 
altercation, but denied that it took place directly in front of Zuma. 
 
"There was a difference of opinion and police intervened," he said. "The 
situation was resolved and normalised immediately."  
 
He said he was informed the fight was between COP17 volunteers and 
NGOs. No one was arrested.  

 
 
Drama at Durban City Hall 
By Ramatamo wa Matamong – Alex Pioneer 8 December 2011  
 
DURBAN, Dec 8 – (TerraViva) For a second time, people dressed in the 
green track suits issued to city volunteers helping out with the U.N. 
climate conference have clashed with protesting members of civil society. 
The latest incident took place at Durban’s City Hall – in the presence of 
South African President Jacob Zuma. 
 
Zuma was meeting with civil society on issues of climate change, with 
their demand for a second commitment to replace the Kyoto Protocol top 
of their concerns. Civil society fears that developed countries – historically 
responsible for the majority of pollution – will refuse to commit to new 
emissions reduction targets before Kyoto expires in 2012. There are also 
fears that the Green Climate Fund which would pay for adaptation 
measures in developing countries may not be realised when the 17th 
Conference of Parties ends. 
 
The Rural Women’s Assembly was represented, as were the Congress of 
South African Trade Unions, the National Union of Mineworkers, the South 
African Council of Churches and numerous environmental organisations. 
 
Activist Rehad Desai was forced out of the public meeting with President 
Zuma. Credit: Ramatamo wa Matamong/TerraViva 
 
While KwaZulu-Natal Premier Zweli Mkhize was introducing the event, a 
campaigner held up a sign reading “Stand with Africa! No to Durban 
Mandate!” Volunteers in the green track suits moved to take it. When film-
maker and activist Rehad Desai tried to intervene, and he and several 
others were wrestled out of the hall. 
 
“They pushed me to the floor and kicked me in the face,” said Desai. 



 
“We were called to come here and express our feelings, this message on 
the placards is exactly how we feel,” said Samson Mokwena from the Vaal 
Triangle. “I think these volunteers are being used for cheap political 
campaigning.” 
 
The action recalls what happened of the start of the Global Day of Action 
march on Saturday, when volunteers wearing the official tracksuits, issued 
by the City of Durban to its COP 17 volunteers disrupted the beginning of 
the march, which had been organised by a coalition of environmental 
groups including Greenpeace. 
 
Mkhize, convener of the meeting, called everyone to order and stressed 
that the gathering was not intended for demonstrations, but as an 
interaction between President Zuma and civil society. “We need to respect 
each other and raise our views accordingly.” 
 
Taking the floor, rural women told the president to take the lead as the 
hosting country to encourage parties to commit to Kyoto 2, otherwise 
small-scale farming will continue to suffer. COSATU said hosting COP 18 in 
Qatar was inappropriate, given that country’s infamously repressive labour 
laws. 
 
“As labour movement, we don’t see it a desirable destination, it is not 
clear how our role is going to be or ever we will be allowed to go there,” 
said COSATU President Sdumo Dlamini. 
 
Other civil movements said if there is no commitment to a successor to 
Kyoto, hundreds of millions of people across Africa – people who bear no 
responsibility for the ruin of the planet – have been condemned to misery, 
insecurity, dislocation and death. 
 
The world is currently headed for a minimum average temperature rise of 
four degrees – which would spell an increase of between six and eight 
degrees for most parts of Africa. 
 
Before responding to the concerns raised by activists, Zuma also 
condemned the commotion that had unfolded before his eyes. “We 
defeated the apartheid regime by talking and debating around the table, 
not with violence. We are here with different views, but let’s tolerate 
each other.” 
 
Zuma then attempted to dispel the rumour that South Africa has broken 
away from other African Countries in negotiations. “This is not true. As 
Africans, we remain united and are one voice for a common goal.” 
 
He said he had taken note of their concerns, but seemed to have 
disappointed some when he said there are some countries that are more 
powerful than others. 
 
“Unfortunately there is nothing we can do, we will never be equal. There 
are those countries in the history of United Nations that have veto rights. 
Even if we vote on issues, if they don’t want to participate, they are free 
to do that,” he said. 
 
“However as African colleagues, we remain committed on adaption and 
mitigation. The rich countries must help developing ones through the 
Green Climate Fund,” he concluded. 
 
Civil society was not satisfied. “He was vague and lacked details. We are 



calling for a fair and a binding agreement,” said Desmond D’Sa, a leader of 
the South Durban Community for Environmental Alliance. 
 
“Zuma must listen to people. South Africa has enough power to influence 
both EU and U.N. to push the boundary of poverty and inequality.” 
www.ips.org 
 
Community media coverage of COP 17 is being supported by the Media 
Development & Diversity Agency of South Africa, which is promoting the 
participation of local journalists through a programme of training and 
reporting on climate change. 

 

Belgium: Rally for nationalisation of steel plant 

 
 

 
 

"Without our work, your capital isn’t worth a penny!" 
Committee for a workers' international, CWI 
9 December 2011 
 
On the 7 December, tens of thousands of trade unionists rallied and 
marched in Liège, Belgium. The trade unions are calling for the 
nationalisation of the ArcelorMittal ‘hot-phase’ or ’liquid’ steel production 
plant based in the region. AreclorMittal, the largest steel-producer in the 
world and a multi-national mining corporation, plans to close its facility 
and sack about 1,000 workers. This comes years after years of special 
treatment and tax concessions from the government. For more background 
information, see this previous article on socialistworld.net  
 
On the demonstration there were also calls for a regional regional 
demonstration. Members of the LSP/PSL (CWI Belgium) participated in the 
demonstration. They put forward the idea that not just the one facility, 
but the entire steel industry should be nationalised, without 
compensation, and run under democratic control and management of the 
workers and the community. The LSP/PSL also pointed out that occupation 
of the facility was the key way forward to winning the demands.  
www.socialistworld.net 

 

Climate talks: No to a 'Durban mandate'! 

 
 

 
 

 
Photo by Orin Langelle/GJEP.  
By the Civil Society Committee for COP 17 8 December 2011 
 
Civil Society Committee for COP 17 (C17) -- As African civil society, global 
South movements and international allies, we reject the call of many 
developed countries for a so-called “Durban mandate” to launch new 
negotiations for a future climate framework. 
 
A new mandate for a new treaty in place of the Kyoto Protocol should be 
understood for what it really is – rich countries backtracking and reneging 
on “inconvenient” obligations, at the expense of the poor and the planet. 
While developed countries may appear progressive by asking for a mandate 
to negotiate a new legally binding treaty, the truth is that this is nothing 
but a veiled attempt to kill the Kyoto Protocol and escape from their 
further mitigation obligations under the already existing mandate in the 
protocol itself, and the agreement in 2005 for negotiating further emission 



cuts. A political declaration to continue the Kyoto Protocol or anything less 
than a full amendment and ratification process is, in practice, another nail 
in its coffin.  
 
Agreeing to a new mandate would mean action is effectively delayed for 
five to 10 years. A new treaty will take several years to negotiate with 
several more years needed for ratification. Further, there is no assurance 
that countries that have repudiated the existing legal architecture, like 
the United States, will agree to or ratify a new agreement, nor that such 
agreement will not be a weak and ineffective “pledge and review” system. 
 
Developed countries must urgently scale up the ambition of their emission 
reduction targets. As the latest reports by the International Energy Agency 
make clear, deep emission cuts are needed now to have a realistic chance 
of limiting temperature rise to 1.5 degrees C. Current emission reduction 
pledges will lead us to a world that is 5 degrees C warmer. For Africa, this 
means 7 or 8 degrees C of warming and unimaginable human suffering. 
 
This is why a pledge-based approach with weak review rules, instead of 
the Kyoto Protocol’s approach of legally binding commitments and 
international rules that give meaning to these commitments, is completely 
insufficient to ensure the necessary emission cuts.  
 
While many developed countries condition any further action, including 
fulfilling their legally binding obligations to a second commitment period 
of the Kyoto Protocol, on greater action by emerging economies, 
developing country pledges already far outweigh pledges by developed 
countries. In fact, with accounting loopholes and the use of carbon 
markets, developed countries could make no net contribution to reducing 
emissions by 2020.  
 
Developed countries must scale up their ambition and stop blaming other 
countries who have contributed far less to the climate crisis, yet are taking 
on more aggressive action. Developing countries are living up to their 
promises made in Bali, while developed countries are attempting to re-
write the rules of the game to avoid meeting their obligations.  
 
While many developed countries seek to end the Kyoto Protocol, they 
simultaneously attempt to retain and expand their favoured elements of 
the Kyoto Protocol, like the CDM [Clean Development Mechanism], in a 
new agreement and shift their responsibilities onto developing countries. 
Without legally binding emission reductions under the Kyoto Protocol, 
developed countries must not be allowed to have access to the carbon 
markets. Further, with the price of carbon crashing, paltry emissions 
reductions pledges from developed countries, there is no rationale for the 
continuation of the CDM or the creation of new market mechanisms.  
 
Developed countries are also denying developing countries the necessary 
finances and technology to address the climate crisis. The provision of 
finance from developed to developing countries is an obligation in and of 
itself. It must not be used as a bargaining chip in the Durban negotiations, 
nor should it be dangled in front of poor countries as a bribe to get 
agreement for a very bad mitigation deal. The same applies to the 
operationalisation of the Green Climate Fund. Success in Durban depends 
on the Green Climate Fund not being an empty, ineffective shell.  
 
We will not accept a “Durban mandate” that locks in the current low 
ambition and inaction for many years, and condemns billions of people in 
Africa and across the world to suffer the worst impacts of a warming 
world. 



http://links.org.au/node/2640 

 

Keep it down, you're hurting our sea life  

 
 

 
 

Mail & Guardian 7 December 2011 
 
With the constant churn of freighter propellers, the percussive thump of 
oil and gas exploration and the underwater din of military testing, ocean 
noise levels have become unbearable for some sea mammals.  
 
Contrary to the image of a distant and silent world under the sea, 
underwater sound intensity has on average soared 20 decibels over the 
past 50 years, with devastating consequences for wildlife. 
 
"Sound is what cetaceans [large aquatic mammals like whales and 
dolphins] communicate with. This is how they perceive their environment. 
For them, hearing is as important as vision is for us," explained Mark 
Simmonds, the international director of science at the Whale and Dolphin 
Conservation Society (WDCS). 
 
"If there is too much noise, they probably can't communicate that well," he 
said last month on the side-lines of an international conference on 
migratory species in Bergen, on Norway's southwestern coast. 
 
A harmful effect of this acoustic "fog" is that it impairs the ability of 
cetaceans, which in good conditions can communicate over a distance of 
dozens of kilometres, to orient themselves, find food and reproduce. 
 
Basic small boat traffic travelling at slow speeds through shallow waters 
can be enough to cut the reach of sounds from a bottlenose dolphin, for 
instance, by 26% and in the case of pilot whales by 58%, according to a 
recent study. 
 
Dire 
Nicolas Entrup, who works with the non-governmental organisations Ocean 
Care and the Natural Resources Defence Council, said the ocean is in the 
process of becoming for sea mammals what night clubs are for humans: 
"You might cope with it for a while but you can't live there." 
 
"Imagine a situation where you can't communicate with your family, where 
you have to scream constantly," he said. 
 
Oceans are vast and animals that are bothered by rising noise levels can of 
course move on but it can be challenging to find and adapt to a whole new 
habitat. 
 
The problem is especially dire in the Arctic, where, as the polar ice cap 
melts, humans are leaving an ever bigger sound footprint as they stake out 
new shipping routes and look for oil and gas. 
 
"Narwals for example have a narrowly defined habitat," explains 
Simmonds. "They are very adapted to that cold environment. If it gets too 
noisy, where will they go?" 
 
The same problem applies to the highly sound sensitive beluga, or white 
whale, that migrates to Canada's northern shores. 
 



Fatal commotion 
These mammals, which are capable of detecting ships 30km away, will 
struggle to maintain their migration route through the narrow straits 
circling Baffin Island as shipping in the area risks increasing sharply to 
accommodate a new large-scale mining project. 
 
"We simply don't know how certain species will adapt or even if they will 
adapt at all," Simmonds said. 
 
In some cases, human produced commotion is fatal. 
 
The use of anti-submarine sonars is for instance suspected of causing the 
mass-beaching of whales: In 2002, for instance, some 15 beaked whales 
perished in the Canaries after a Nato exercise. 
 
"Since we're talking about military matters, there is no transparent 
information available and we know very little of the real scope of the 
problem," Entrup said. 
 
Other threats include seismic exploration for oil and gas, which involves 
the use of air canons to induce tremors in the seabed aimed at detecting 
the potential riches hidden below. 
 
'Environmentally friendly' 
One such project carried out a few years ago off the northeastern shores 
of the United States literally silenced the fin whales -- an endangered 
species -- in an area about the size of Alaska, blocking their ability to 
communicate for the duration of the operation. 
 
Danger can also emerge from more "environmentally friendly" projects, 
like the building of vast offshore wind farms consisting of ever larger 
turbines. 
 
A common technique consists of penetrating the seabed with a hydraulic 
hammer to plant a monopod anchoring the modern-day windmills to the 
ocean floor. 
 
This so-called pile driving can emit noise levels up to 250 decibels, which 
is a deadly dose for nearby marine mammals, though experts say it's easy 
to diminish the threat by creating a curtain of air bubbles surrounding the 
drill site. 
 
But on top of pile driving, ship traffic linked to maintenance, cable laying 
and the expansion of port infrastructure are also shrinking sea mammals' 
habitats. 
 
"The picture is bleak but now we have the knowledge and the methodology 
to remedy some of the problems," said Michel Andre, a French researcher 
at the Laboratory of Applied Bioacoustics at Barcelona University who is 
coordinating a project to map seabed sound levels. 
 
'Acoustic green label' 
"It is for instance fairly easy to reduce the sounds made by boats," he said, 
adding: "Just look at the military, they already know how to do that." 
 
Europe has been a pioneer in this area, according to Andre, pointing to the 
European Commission's financing of Ships-Oriented Innovative Solutions to 
Reduce Noise and Vibrations, or SILENV. 
 
The project, which counts 14 partner nations, aims to create an "acoustic 



green label" for ships. 
 
The European Union is also working on a directive to reduce noise levels in 
its waters and hopes to inspire others to follow. -- AFP 
mg.co.za 

 

Clashes on Durban streets as COP17 gets serious 

 
 

 
 

 
Mail & Guardian5 December 2011 
 
The COP17 climate talks enter their second week this week entangled in a 
thick mesh of issues with no guarantee that negotiators and their ministers 
will be able to sort them out, even as protests outside the official 
meetings turn ugly, with protesters complaining of violent harassment by 
official volunteers.  
 
The 194-nation process is facing the prospect of a bust-up, even as 
scientists warn against the mounting threat of disaster-provoking storms, 
droughts, flood and rising seas made worse by global warming. 
 
The 12-day Durban conference is eyeing a deal which secures the future of 
the Kyoto Protocol, set to be cast into limbo just a year from now. 
 
It also would seek to coax China, the United States, India and Brazil into a 
new treaty on emissions curbs. 
 
At the heart of the manoeuvring is the future of Kyoto, which stipulates 
legally-binding targeted curbs in greenhouse gases for rich countries. 
 
Extending Kyoto pledges 
The European Union (EU) -- nearly alone -- has offered to extend its Kyoto 
pledges after they expire at the end of 2012. 
 
But it will do so, it says, only if major emitters -- including the United 
States and emerging giants such as China -- back plans for a new binding 
pact that would be completed by 2015 and take effect by 2020, when the 
current roster of voluntary pledges runs out. 
 
After a week of mixed signals, China declared on Sunday that it could 



envisage post-2020 binding commitments -- provided a range of conditions, 
including the survival of Kyoto, were met. 
 
For now, the United States has resisted the EU road map, saying it cannot 
sign up to a legal framework the contents of which have not been spelt 
out. 
 
The other big question is whether India, and also Brazil, can be drawn into 
the roadmap-plus-Kyoto deal. 
 
Trouble on the ground 
Meanwhile, in Durban at the weekend, protesters who were attacked with 
water bottles and stones in a civil society march during COP17 in Durban 
say they intend opening a criminal case against their attackers. 
 
The Civil Society Committee for COP17 and members of the Democratic 
Left Front (DLF) confirmed to the media on Sunday that they intended 
opening criminal cases against individuals dressed in COP17 volunteer 
overalls alleged to have set fire to DLF members' placards and to have 
attacked them with water bottles and stones. 
 
The Civil Society Committee said the agent provocateurs were ANC 
members planted at the march by the local eThekwini Municipality so as to 
disrupt it. The green-suited group of about 300 people engaged in 
skirmishes and threw projectiles at members of civil society before the 
march had begun. 
 
The DLF's Vishwas Satgar also confirmed that the organisation would 
approach the office of the public protector Thuli Madonsela, to 
"investigate what we endured, which appears to be the use of public funds 
by this government to attack us". 
 
A complaint with the police's Internal Complaints Directorate would also be 
lodged, because of the "police's failure to act against what amounted to 
sustained and provocation and abuse", said Satgar. 
 
Volunteers interviewed by the M&G said they were there "in support of 
COP17" and to "defend our president, Jacob Zuma". Many claimed to be 
either ANC supporters or members from areas like KwaMashu and Umlazi. 
Several carried Zuma kangas and placards stating "100% Zuma and 100% 
Cop" and "Fire Malema". 
 
In a statement, the Civil Society Committee noted that "as volunteers {are] 
paid daily by the municipality of eThekwini, it is of grave concern that 
their intimidation of peaceful marchers was left unchallenged by those in 
authority. As such, the [Ethekwini municipal] manager [Mike Sutcliffe] and 
mayor [James Nxumalo], together with the UNFCCC, must answer to the 
involvement of this group and the failure of authorities to address this 
unnecessary violence." 
 
Sutcliffe said on Sunday: "I thought the march went incredibly well. I know 
of no disruptions and certainly together with my team in monitoring the 
march saw nothing to suggest otherwise. I do know at the beginning there 
was a small issue and we took action to defuse things and as I say the 
march was pretty peaceful." 
 
He later said: "I understand there were actually a number of incidents and 
am rather surprised that only one is highlighted. I also find it strange that 
the city is being challenged when my teams have done so much to make 
the civil society space work." 



 
Sutcliffe refused to put a figure to, or detail, the incidents his monitoring 
team had picked up, calling the committee's claims "silly". -- Additional 
reporting by Sapa-AFP 
mg.co.za/ 
 
For the latest COP17 news and special features view our special report. 

 
 
South Africa: ANC hirelings attempt to hijack march, attack left 
 
By Rehad Desai 
 
December 3, 2011 -- Links International Journal of Socialist Renewal -- 
Mike Sutcliffe, the city manager of Durban Metro council, was forced to 
back down on his insistence that the December 3 global day of action 
march against climate change only comprise 100 people. Failing in that 
attempt he went on to insist that the march route stay out of Durban CBD. 
He then reneged as Civil Society Committee for COP17 (C17) lawyers 
pushed him into a corner, where he was forced to accept the march route 
that was originally proposed by civil society. 
 
Obviously smarting from his failure to impose his will on our right to 
assembly and protest, he hired 150-200 "Host City Volunteers". These 
"Green Bombers" were generally well built young men recruited from the 
local Afican national Congress Youth League branches and paid R180 for 
their services. Their first attempt was to capture the front of the C17 
march. They were then, after some time, forced to retreat. They then 
assembled to the side of the side of the Democratic Left Front (DLF) and 
community supporters of the One Million Climate Jobs campaign, who were 
lined up on the road at the assembly point waiting to march all wearing 
identifiable red T-shirts. 
 
This contingent was roughly 400 strong, the comrades were singing South 
African struggle songs some of which [were against South Africa's ANC 
president Jacob] Zuma, one placard was critical of Zuma, the rest were 
about climate justice. The Green Bombers then started to prevent 
comrades from obtaining water from the water truck. They then charged 
the comrades, grabbing a placard and burning it, and went on to grab a 
number of the banners from the left contingent. Scuffles broke as the 
Green Bombers hurled bottles of water at the comrades and tried to grab 
hold of banners. 
 
The Green Bombers, clad in green tracksuits, for the next hour and a half 
formed a bloc in front of the left comrades and behaved like marshals, 
preventing the contingent from joining the main march. They continued to 
hurl insults, to tell the comrades that they had no right to be on the 
streets, and were singing pro-Zuma and pro-COP17 slogans. Their presence 
on a climate justice demonstration remains a mystery. Tensions remained 
high with comrades working hard to keep their cool under intense 
provocation. 
 
In attempt to defuse the situation, the Democratic Left Front and 
community supporters of the One Million Climate Jobs campaign held back 
to allow the comrades from the Rural Women’s Assembly to move in front, 
forming a barrier between ourselves and the hired members of the ANCYL. 
This tactic worked, but all the same comrades had been denied water, 
beaten with fists and banners torn down. The rural women, representing 
countries from all over Africa, were taunted by certain Green Bombers 



with crude sexist abuse. This is simply unacceptable, moreover it's 
disgraceful for this to happen on an international day of action in a country 
seen by many in the outside world as a model of democracy. 
 
The 400 C17 marshals provided by the Congress of South African Trade 
Unions (COSATU) were very thin on the ground. They were clearly 
untrained, too few and had not been given any briefing by the C17 
organising committee. The C17 senior marshal took an hour to respond to a 
call from us, on a march of less than 10,000 strong. Someone from C17 
decided that the riot police be brought in as a buffer. This then meant 
that for at least 30 minutes, the DLF contingent had COSATU C17 marshals, 
riot police and the Green Bombers hemming us in. 
 
This completely alien aggression towards socialist activists from townships 
across South Africa clearly needs to be addressed. The Rural Women's 
Assembly, the Democratic Left Front and PACJA have called an urgent 
meeting with the C17 committee asking them to account for their actions 
regarding the police and their willingness to allow the presence of 
Sutcliffe’s Green Bombers on a civil society march, as well as their failure 
to instruct marshals as to what to do in these situations. 
 
It's important to echo the sentiments of one of the speakers from our 
contingent after the march who stated that, "We have no fight with the 
Youth League. They, like us, live in shacks, have no jobs after tomorrow, 
have no electricity. They are being used by a mercenary force to fight 
other poor Africans by a system that is also robbing them. All this while 
our rulers sit inside the ICC and allow our continent to burn." They are our 
brothers and sisters and we would prefer to talk to them about how we 
fight for a just society and why climate change is a serious threat to 
humanity, one that it seems only the workers and peasants of this world -– 
those who are seeing its devastating impacts, have any urgency about 
solving. We seek dialogue not war. It is shocking to be denied the right to 
our freedom of speech and to experience what bordered on national 
chauvinism from locals towards black working-class visitors to Durban. It is 
shameful that such things should happen in a city that is spending vast 
sums of money hosting national and international rulers of the world in 
lavish style. 
 
In addition, the ANC-controlled Durban Metro council and the ANC through 
its Youth League has a number of questions to answer regarding their 
attempt to hijack a march of civil society...  
 
Perhaps today's attacks are more understandable when you consider what 
happened on December 2. 
 
When reports came out on the evening of December 1 from inside the 
COP17 negotiations about what is being termed the "Durban Mandate", in 
which governments from the developed countries are seeking to delay 
commitment on legally binding carbon emission reduction until 2020, or 
alternatively to lock emission reductions to ridiculously low levels making 
them meaningless, the DLF and the Rural Women’s Assembly saw this as 
nothing less than a mandate to burn Africa and to flood Asia. 
 
According to Pablo Solon, former Bolivian ambassador to the UN, "If this 
deal goes through, one third of the planet will be laid to waste." In 
response to the Durban Mandate, on December 2 more than 1000 comrades 
took to the streets in a spontaneous march to the ICC that clearly rattled 
the government and the authorities. In this light today’s aggressive action 
against the climate justice activists was an attempt to silence the truth. 
links.org.au 



 
[Rehad Desai is a South African filmmaker. This article first appeared on 
his Facebook page and is posted at Links International Journal of Socialist 
Renewal with permission.] 
 
Civil society statement on conflict during the global day of action 
 
December 4, 2011 -- On Saturday, December 3, the mid-point of COP 17, 
about 12,000 people from across the continent and the world gathered in 
Durban to demand climate justice and unite against climate change.  
 
The march was largely peaceful, with divergent activist groups uniting to 
demand action from governments around the world. The march culminated 
in the handing over of memoranda of understanding to UNFCCC COP17 
President Nozipho Mxakato-Diseko and UNFCCC Executive Secretary 
Christian Figueres.  
 
There was, however, disruption during the course of the march in which a 
group of about 300 protesters, dressed in official COP17 volunteer 
uniforms tore up placards, physically threatened and attacked activists 
participating in the march. In spite of heavy police presence throughout 
the march, including mounted police, riot police, air patrol and snipers, 
and requests to address this disruption, police did not take any action. This 
was a major failure of the police to act to prevent this group from 
destabilising the march and injuring other activists.  
 
The disruptive group persistently attempted to take up positions at the 
head of the march, but agreed to retreat to the back following 
negotiations between march organisers and the professed leader of this 
group. However they found their way back to the middle of the march 
where they continued to cause disruption.  
 
The disruptive group wore uniforms distinguishing them as city volunteers 
for COP 17, in green eThekwini [Durban city council] tracksuits with city 
branding and emblems, but acknowledged themselves to be ANC Youth 
League supporters, displaying pro-Jacob Zuma and anti-[ANCYL leader] 
Malema placards.  
 
As volunteers paid daily by the municipality of eThekwini, it is of grave 
concern that their intimidation of peaceful marchers was left unchallenged 
by those in authority. As such, the city manager and mayor, together with 
the UNFCCC must answer to the involvement of this group and the failure 
of authorities to address this unnecessary violence.  
 
The need for action on climate change is urgent, and civil society stands 
united against climate change. But we also stand against violence and 
intimidation of any kind, which impacts on our right to assembly. 
Organisations were invited to attend the march on the understanding that 
it would be a peaceful protest. Every individual is welcome to civil society 
marches, but we are deeply concerned about whether this group will 
return to other peaceful assemblies, and the city needs to take urgent 
action to make sure that such destabilisation does not re-occur.  
 
The threatening behaviour during the march yesterday constitutes an 
attack on democracy and cannot be tolerated. 
links.org.au 

 



Occupy Movement Comes to COP17 in Durban  

 
Occupy Durban 29 November 2011 
 
DURBAN -- This morning, the international "Occupy" movement arrived at 
the UN Climate Talks in Durban. As deliberations began inside the formal 
negotiating halls, dozens of people gathered across the street for the first 
COP17 "General Assembly."  
 
The majority of these everyday citizens -- from students to farmers to 
entrepreneurs -- are not allowed inside the UN negotiations, which are 
taking place in a convention center surrounded by barbed wire fences and 
guarded by hundreds of police.  
 
 
"I was inside the UN negotiations for many years," said Pablo Solon, the 
former Bolivian ambassador to the United Nations, told the crowd gathered 
at the General Assembly. "And I can tell you, this, right here, is what needs 
to be happening around the world."  
 
At the gathering this morning, many shared the concern that the UN 
negotiations, known as the COP, has become a "Conference of Polluters" 
and that negotiators no longer represent the interests of the people. They 
hope that the general assembly, which they labeled a "Conference of 
People," can become a more effective COP than the corrupted UN process.  
 
 
"A gathering under the trees to discuss community problems is very familiar 
in rural areas of Africa," said Samantha Bailey, African Coordinator for the 
international climate campaign 350.org."It's great to see this old tradition 
and new spirit of Occupy movements come together here in Durban. Since 
our politicians are failing to lead, now it's up to the people to show the way 
forward."  
 
During the first General Assembly, groups talked enthusiastically about 
climate problems and responses at the local level, how climate struggles 
are connected with struggles for economic justice, gender equality, 
indigenous people's rights and many others, how the deliberations 
happening in the official COP space are cut off from the complexity and 
heart of climate justice, and how indigenous people have wisdom of living 
in balance with the natural world that we have much to learn from. 
 
 
The Conference of People assemblies are open to all citizens to attend 
Monday to Friday at 1:00pm at "Speakers Corner" on the intersections of 
Bram Fischer and Walnut Streets, across the way from the Hilton Hotel/ICC. 
 
Updated information (including rain plans) will be broadcast on 
http://durbanknights.wordpress.com/ 

 

Australia: Baiada workers win strike 

 
 

 
 

Workers set marvellous example despite union leaders weaknesses 
Socialist Party (CWI Australia) reporters 29 November 2011 
 
Workers at Baiada Poultry, Australia’s largest chicken supplier, have won 
their dispute with management after a 13 day strike. The workers stared 
down bullying, intimidation and police violence without any sign of 
wavering. It was this determination that forced this rouge employer to 
retreat and concede to the bulk of their demands.  



 
Primarily the workers were fighting for a union agreement which included 
a decent pay rise, job security and improvements to health and safety – 
particularly they wanted an end to the constant bullying and harassment 
that takes place on a daily basis. [See previous article on 
socialistworld.net for more background]  
 
In the end they won a union agreement which included a 4% pay rise each 
year for the next 2 years, the right of casuals (non-permanent workers) to 
be made permanent after 6 months, equal pay for ’contractors’, increased 
redundancy compensation and improved rights for union delegates. 
Hopefully this last condition will assist in organising on the job to improve 
health and safety.  
 
Many members of the Socialist Party attended the picket regularly and 
were particularly impressed by the resolve of the mainly migrant 
workforce. For many of the workers it was a case of ‘win this dispute or 
lose your job’. The Baiada workers have clearly set an example of the type 
of boldness that the entire trade union movement needs to adopt.  
 
Union leaders make mistakes  
Unfortunately the boldness shown by the workers was not always matched 
by the leaders of the National Union of Workers (NUW) - the union that 
covers the poultry industry. It must be said that due to their political 
weaknesses, the leaders of the NUW made a number of strategic mistakes 
which only served to prolong the strike unnecessarily.  
 
From the point of view of strengthening the union in the workplace, and in 
the industry, it is important to try and keep strikes as short as possible. 
When workers are able win while loosing the least amount of money 
possible it gives them confidence to continue the struggle once they are 
back on the job. This has to be a primary consideration for any organiser 
worth their salt.  
 
Disappointingly this did not seem to be at the top of the NUW leader’s 
minds. Rather they seemed to mistake the strike for a protest or a media 
stunt. For example on the first night of the dispute the workers mood was 
extremely militant with the main chant being “nothing in, nothing out”. 
There was a clear determination to shut down the plant completely in 
order to put maximum pressure on the boss.  
 
Despite the chants, the NUW organiser did a deal with the boss late at 
night to let 15 trucks out of the plant. The meeting that was conducted to 
discuss this matter was a farce and ignored the long held labour movement 
tradition of democratic discussion and a vote on all major decisions.  
 
In the end the decision to let the trucks out was undemocratically pushed 
through to the utter dismay of the members. Some were even in tears.  
 
The workers understood that refusing to let the trucks out gave them an 
important bargaining chip. Some said openly that by letting the trucks out 
the union organisers had set the strike back days. When questioned about 
this tactic by a member of the Socialist Party, the NUW organiser 
responded by saying “It doesn’t even matter, the media is not here 
anymore.” (!)  
 
Workers’ placard reads "Why didn’t the chicken cross the picket line? 
Because unity is strength!"  
 
Workers frustration  



Many union members complained throughout the dispute that they were 
frustrated at the lack of regular meetings and report backs from the union 
leaders. Many members were also frustrated about the fact that the union 
seemed to have no real strategy to stop the company continuing 
production and distribution from other sites.  
 
It was clear that the company was using another nearby cold storage 
facility to store and distribute stock. Initially there were plans to organise 
a ‘community’ solidarity picket at the facility. However, the NUW leaders 
called the action off on no less than four occasions. The solidarity picket 
was subsequently replaced by a community barbeque.  
 
Community barbecue’s are good for building support for strikes, but are no 
replacement for hitting the boss at the point of production. The main 
power that workers have as an exploited class is to withdraw their labour. 
Usually the boss will respond to a strike by trying to replace the workforce 
or by moving production elsewhere. In both cases it is necessary to 
respond with direct action.  
 
The question of finances was also very important to the strikers. All of the 
workers were very low paid and struggle to make ends meet even when 
they are working. While the union was paying them $20 per day in strike 
pay there was desperate need to raise more funds in order to keep the 
workers going. Raising money for a strike fund is directly related to raising 
the morale of the workers.  
 
For reasons only known to them, the NUW leaders did very little to raise 
money from their members or from the broader labour movement. No 
meetings were organised in any neighbouring shops, no speaking tours, no 
site levies and no serious requests for funds were made to other unions. 
Rather the organisers suggested that the workers sign forms so that they 
could dip into their superannuation (retirement) funds during the dispute!  
 
In the end the workers rejected the advice of the NUW and refused to use 
their retirement funds for financial support. Instead they questioned why 
the NUW wasn’t raising money from the broader labour movement. One 
worker asked why it was that the NUW could afford to give millions of 
dollars to the Labor Party (ALP) but only $20 a day to struggling members?  
 
This point is especially important as the NUW leaders often claim that they 
are hampered from organising effective action because of the restrictive 
industrial relations laws. The obvious contradiction is that these laws were 
put in place by the ALP, the same party that the union is affiliated to and 
that most of the leaders belong to!  
 
The act of going out to raise money for a group of striking workers is a 
political one. It trains not only the striking workers but also other workers 
in the methods of labour movement solidarity. It also points the struggle in 
an outwards direction therefore broadening the support base of the strike. 
 
While a thin layer of officials from other unions and a layer of left wing 
activists did attend the picket there was no real attempt to get rank and 
file workers from the NUW or other unions along. Even when the police 
violently attacked the picket late one night, seriously injuring one 
member, nothing was done to step up the action. It was at this stage that 
the NUW should have called upon Trades Hall (the council of trade unions 
in the state of Victoria) to organise a cross union mass rally against the 
police attack.  
 
If we stand by and let the police, encouraged by the Victorian State 



government, bash workers who are fighting against super-exploitation it 
will only encourage other employers to follow suit in future disputes.  
 
Workers set marvellous example  
While the Baiada workers set a marvellous example in this dispute, they 
were somewhat setback by the political weaknesses of the NUW leaders. A 
key lesson to be taken from this strike is that as well as struggling against 
their employers, workers need to struggle to bring their trade unions under 
rank and file control.  
 
The Baiada workers had a plethora of ideas about how to win this strike. If 
they had been able to execute those ideas more effectively it is clear that 
the strike could have been shorter and more could have been won.  
 
The important thing is that we use this dispute as a stepping stone. We 
need to learn the lessons to ensure that in future disputes the positive 
aspects are built upon and the negative aspects are not repeated.  
 
This dispute has set a new bar at the Baiada plant. The challenge now is to 
strengthen the rank and file leadership on the site to ensure that the 
agreement is properly enforced. Further, we need to spread the type of 
militant determination seen from the Baiada workers throughout the rest 
of the poultry industry. Workers in every industry and in every workplace 
should take inspiration from this brave stand.  
http://www.socialistworld.net/doc/5449 
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The shocking truth about the crackdown on Occupy 

 
 
 
 

The violent police assaults across the US are no coincidence. Occupy has 
touched the third rail of our political class's venality 
 
Naomi Wolf (The Guardian UK) 26 November 2011 
 
US citizens of all political persuasions are still reeling from images of 
unparallelled police brutality in a coordinated crackdown against peaceful OWS 
protesters in cities across the nation this past week. An elderly woman was 
pepper-sprayed in the face; the scene of unresisting, supine students at UC 
Davis being pepper-sprayed by phalanxes of riot police went viral online; 
images proliferated of young women – targeted seemingly for their gender – 
screaming, dragged by the hair by police in riot gear; and the pictures of a 
young man, stunned and bleeding profusely from the head, emerged in the 
record of the middle-of-the-night clearing of Zuccotti Park.  
 
But just when Americans thought we had the picture – was this crazy police 
and mayoral overkill, on a municipal level, in many different cities? – the 
picture darkened. The National Union of Journalists and the Committee to 
Protect Journalists issued a Freedom of Information Act request to investigate 
possible federal involvement with law enforcement practices that appeared to 
target journalists. The New York Times reported that "New York cops have 
arrested, punched, whacked, shoved to the ground and tossed a barrier at 
reporters and photographers" covering protests. Reporters were asked by NYPD 
to raise their hands to prove they had credentials: when many dutifully did so, 
they were taken, upon threat of arrest, away from the story they were 
covering, and penned far from the site in which the news was unfolding. Other 
reporters wearing press passes were arrested and roughed up by cops, after 
being – falsely – informed by police that "It is illegal to take pictures on the 



sidewalk."  
 
In New York, a state supreme court justice and a New York City council 
member were beaten up; in Berkeley, California, one of our greatest national 
poets, Robert Hass, was beaten with batons. The picture darkened still further 
when Wonkette and Washingtonsblog.com reported that the Mayor of Oakland 
acknowledged that the Department of Homeland Security had participated in 
an 18-city mayor conference call advising mayors on "how to suppress" Occupy 
protests. 
 
To Europeans, the enormity of this breach may not be obvious at first. Our 
system of government prohibits the creation of a federalised police force, and 
forbids federal or militarised involvement in municipal peacekeeping.  
 
I noticed that rightwing pundits and politicians on the TV shows on which I was 
appearing were all on-message against OWS. Journalist Chris Hayes reported on 
a leaked memo that revealed lobbyists vying for an $850,000 contract to smear 
Occupy. Message coordination of this kind is impossible without a full-court 
press at the top. This was clearly not simply a case of a freaked-out mayors', 
city-by-city municipal overreaction against mess in the parks and cranky 
campers. As the puzzle pieces fit together, they began to show coordination 
against OWS at the highest national levels. 
 
Why this massive mobilisation against these not-yet-fully-articulated, unarmed, 
inchoate people? After all, protesters against the war in Iraq, Tea Party rallies 
and others have all proceeded without this coordinated crackdown. Is it really 
the camping? As I write, two hundred young people, with sleeping bags, 
suitcases and even folding chairs, are still camping out all night and day 
outside of NBC on public sidewalks – under the benevolent eye of an NYPD cop 
– awaiting Saturday Night Live tickets, so surely the camping is not the issue. I 
was still deeply puzzled as to why OWS, this hapless, hopeful band, would call 
out a violent federal response. 
 
That is, until I found out what it was that OWS actually wanted.  
 
The mainstream media was declaring continually "OWS has no message". 
Frustrated, I simply asked them. I began soliciting online "What is it you want?" 
answers from Occupy. In the first 15 minutes, I received 100 answers. These 
were truly eye-opening. 
 
The No 1 agenda item: get the money out of politics. Most often cited was 
legislation to blunt the effect of the Citizens United ruling, which lets 
boundless sums enter the campaign process. No 2: reform the banking system 
to prevent fraud and manipulation, with the most frequent item being to 
restore the Glass-Steagall Act – the Depression-era law, done away with by 
President Clinton, that separates investment banks from commercial banks. 
This law would correct the conditions for the recent crisis, as investment banks 
could not take risks for profit that create kale derivatives out of thin air, and 
wipe out the commercial and savings banks.  
 
No 3 was the most clarifying: draft laws against the little-known loophole that 
currently allows members of Congress to pass legislation affecting Delaware-
based corporations in which they themselves are investors.  
 
When I saw this list – and especially the last agenda item – the scales fell from 
my eyes. Of course, these unarmed people would be having the shit kicked out 
of them.  
 
For the terrible insight to take away from news that the Department of 
Homeland Security coordinated a violent crackdown is that the DHS does not 



freelance. The DHS cannot say, on its own initiative, "we are going after these 
scruffy hippies". Rather, DHS is answerable up a chain of command: first, to 
New York Representative Peter King, head of the House homeland security 
subcommittee, who naturally is influenced by his fellow congressmen and 
women's wishes and interests. And the DHS answers directly, above King, to the 
president (who was conveniently in Australia at the time). 
 
In other words, for the DHS to be on a call with mayors, the logic of its chain of 
command and accountability implies that congressional overseers, with the 
blessing of the White House, told the DHS to authorise mayors to order their 
police forces – pumped up with millions of dollars of hardware and training 
from the DHS – to make war on peaceful citizens. 
 
But wait: why on earth would Congress advise violent militarised reactions 
against its own peaceful constituents? The answer is straightforward: in recent 
years, members of Congress have started entering the system as members of 
the middle class (or upper middle class) – but they are leaving DC privy to vast 
personal wealth, as we see from the "scandal" of presidential contender Newt 
Gingrich's having been paid $1.8m for a few hours' "consulting" to special 
interests. The inflated fees to lawmakers who turn lobbyists are common 
knowledge, but the notion that congressmen and women are legislating their 
own companies' profitsis less widely known – and if the books were to be 
opened, they would surely reveal corruption on a Wall Street spectrum. 
Indeed, we do already know that congresspeople are massively profiting from 
trading on non-public information they have on companies about which they 
are legislating – a form of insider trading that sent Martha Stewart to jail. 
 
Since Occupy is heavily surveilled and infiltrated, it is likely that the DHS and 
police informers are aware, before Occupy itself is, what its emerging agenda 
is going to look like. If legislating away lobbyists' privileges to earn boundless 
fees once they are close to the legislative process, reforming the banks so they 
can't suck money out of fake derivatives products, and, most critically, opening 
the books on a system that allowed members of Congress to profit personally – 
and immensely – from their own legislation, are two beats away from the grasp 
of an electorally organised Occupy movement … well, you will call out the 
troops on stopping that advance. 
 
So, when you connect the dots, properly understood, what happened this week 
is the first battle in a civil war; a civil war in which, for now, only one side is 
choosing violence. It is a battle in which members of Congress, with the 
collusion of the American president, sent violent, organised suppression against 
the people they are supposed to represent. Occupy has touched the third rail: 
personal congressional profits streams. Even though they are, as yet, unaware 
of what the implications of their movement are, those threatened by the 
stirrings of their dreams of reform are not.  
 
Sadly, Americans this week have come one step closer to being true brothers 
and sisters of the protesters in Tahrir Square. Like them, our own national 
leaders, who likely see their own personal wealth under threat from 
transparency and reform, are now making war upon us. 
www.guardian.co.uk 

 

Eskom's profit jumps up by R63.9bn 

 
 

 
Mail & Guardian 23 November 2011  
 
Eskom grew its net profit to R12.8-billion in the six months to end of 



 September, chief financial officer Paul O'Flaherty said on Wednesday.  
 
The power utility grew revenue by R63.9-billion which was mainly driven 
by the 25.8% tariff increase granted by the National Energy Regulator 
South Africa effective from April this year. 
 
O'Flaherty said Eskom was a seasonal business which generally made most 
of its profit in the first six months of its financial year due to the winter 
increase in demand for electricity. 
 
"We expect to break even for the second six months," he said. 
 
All the financial surpluses Eskom made would be reinvested in its massive 
capital expansion plan and to service its debt. 
 
CEO Brian Dames said Eskom had embarked on obtaining funding of R300-
billion to pay for the capital expansion, and had so far secured 74% of the 
funding required. 
 
Dames warned that electricity supply would continue to be critical for the 
next two years. 
 
"We are now in maintenance season and we normally take advantage of 
low demand [to do maintenance] but these days South Africans all have air 
conditioners so demand is not that low any more," he said. 
 
Eskom still had a critical maintenance backlog and this could not be put 
off for much longer. 
 
 
"We are concerned about summer and are urging all our customers to work 
with us and save electricity," Dames said. -- Sapa  
mg.co.za 

 

US cops 'inspired Egyptian brutality'  

 
 

 
 

 
The Vast Minority 22 November 2011 
 
SCENES of violent American police smashing up the Occupy Wall Street 
protest camp in New York inspired Egyptian state forces in their attack on 
the Tahrir Square occupation. 
 
This is the shocking revelation picked up from Egyptian state TV by the 
Russia Today news channel. 
 
It reports that an anchor for the broadcaster referred to the "fantastically 
efficient police response to the Occupy Wall Street movement in America" 
and added: "We saw the firm stance the US took against OWS people (and 
the German government against green protesters) to secure the state" . 
 
It is clear that US support for the army regime consistst of more than just 
theoretical inspiration, with chemicals used to attack protesters being 
supplied from America.  
 
Despite the vicious attack by police and army, the encampment in the 
centre of the Cairo remains in place and on Tuesday a new series of 



demonstrations are expected as momentum grows for a Second Revolution 
in Egypt to sweep aside the SCAF military council.  
vastminority.blogspot.com 

 

Solar heater rules eclipse local firms 

 
 

 
 

Mail & Guardian 16 November 2011 
 
As South Africa prepares to sign a green energy accord to establish an 
industrial sector dedicated to green technology, solar water heater-makers 
in the Western Cape are shutting their doors after decades in the business. 
 
Solar Dome, a solar water heating systems manufacturing company, has 
been running since 1969 but will close down at the end of November.  
 
A stalwart in the region, according to industry players, it has fallen foul of 
increased regulatory costs and what critics describe as the unclear policy 
that came with the advent of the state's solar water heater (SWH) roll-out 
programme.  
 
Helmut Hertzog, the managing director of Atlantic Solar and a critic of the 
fate that has befallen Solar Dome, said that, since the advent of the SWH 
rebate programme, led by Eskom, the industry had been in a "state of 
flux".  
 
"The intention of the solar subsidies as a demand-side management 
mechanism was to increase the demand for solar water heaters and, to 
this extent, Eskom was adamant that the industry did not have the 
required capacity to serve this new demand," he said.  
 
"The reality is that after three years of the programme, the demand and 
uptake of solar water heaters has grown from 16 000 units a year to 30 000 
units, but the number of suppliers has grown from 45 to more than 500." 
 
Hertzog said that, before the advent of the programme, 50% to 70% of all 
solar systems installed were locally manufactured. But Eskom had yet to 
implement a local-content multiplier in its rebate formula. The roll-out of 
one million solar water heaters is just one aspect of the state's drive to 
develop a green economy that would develop the industrial capacity 
necessary for the manufacturing of green technologies.  
 
The green accord, being negotiated by business, the government and 
organised labour, is focusing on a wide range of issues, including the 
procurement of renewable energy, the promotion of biofuels, clean coal 
initiatives, waste recycling and electric vehicles, and a mass shift to rail 
and public transport.  
 
But the SWH programme, arguably the low-hanging fruit when it comes to 
developing a green economy, has been fraught with difficulty, not least of 
which has been its slow uptake.  
 
Francois du Plessis, the chief executive of Green Cape, a sector 
development agency established by the Western Cape provincial 
government, said that many of the procurement rules and incentives had 
"been written without taking into account the practicalities of the market 
and manufacturers that already exist". 
 



SWH rebate programme 
South Africa already had SWH component-makers in the country when 
Eskom introduced the SWH rebate programme. But the standards testing 
regime of the South African Bureau of Standards was designed to test solar 
water heating systems, which meant that makers of components had to 
test their units in a range of different systems before they could meet the 
requirements. 
 
"We have set up a system that is costly for local component manufacturers 
to break into. It discriminates against them [in favour of] importers of 
systems," Du Plessis said. "We are paying taxpayers' money in rebates to 
import products."  
 
But the challenges to growing a local green manufacturing base are not 
only manifest in the SWH arena. On Tuesday, the department of economic 
development and the Industrial Development Corporation (IDC), in a 
presentation to the portfolio committee on economic development, 
revealed some of the local-content requirements of the request for 
proposals (RFP) for the state's renewable energy procurement programme. 
 
According to the department, the local-content requirement for wind is 
25%, for solar photovoltaic it is 35%, and for concentrated solar power 
(CSP) it is 25% with storage capacity and 35% with no storage capacity.  
 
Du Plessis said that the local-content requirements in the RFP were way 
below what the local industry could manufacture.  
 
He pointed to a Council of Scientific and Industrial Research report done in 
2008 that indicated that, without substantial technological advances, 
South Africa could produce 65% of wind turbines locally.  
 
Research by Green Cape also indicated that 90% of the solar photovoltaic 
requirements and 65% of CSP could be met locally.  
 
"Procurement rules have been set up in such a way that we don't maximise 
local economic benefit out of it," he said. 
 
The use of foreign consultants, in particular, to draft tender documents 
had led to cases in which South African suppliers of components had been 
sidelined in favour of foreign suppliers.  
 
Du Plessis argued that, where renewable manufacturing capacity did not 
yet exist, in many cases it could be built up within a year.  
 
Impact on roads and road maintenance 
The failure of various arms of government and the host of affiliated 
business units to co-ordinate properly was also a problem.  
 
Du Plessis also said that the expected construction of wind turbines would 
result in an enormous increase in heavy-duty road haulage, and little 
consideration had been given to the impact that would have on the roads 
and road maintenance.  
 
The roll-out of the Integrated Resource Plan 2010 would generate about 
R18-billion of capital expenditure annually until 2030, he estimated. But 
roughly R6-billion to R10-billion of this would be imported when it could be 
generated locally.  
 
Another problem was the lack of capacity at local government level. 
 



Du Plessis said a number of municipalities had biogas facilities in place at 
their sewerage works but these had become idle because they did not have 
the skills and manpower to run and maintain them.  
 
In Parliament, department director general Richard Levin conceded that in 
the development of a green economy, the state's ability to implement 
programmes was "going to be critical".  
 
Funding for the roll-out of the various technologies remained something of 
a challenge, he said.  
 
Eskom has put a limit on the number of claims companies can make for 
SWH rebates in a bid to make the R357-million it has remaining last until 
the end of this financial year.  
 
Levin said that the roll-out of low-pressure systems -- used chiefly in low-
cost housing -- provided an opportunity to introduce a contracting model 
for the supply of the units. This type of model would allow the government 
to implement localisation targets for elements such as manufacturing.  
 
Rentia van Tonder, the head of the IDC's green industries unit, said the IDC 
was concerned about the closure of local manufacturers. The IDC had been 
lobbying Eskom to include a localisation element to the rebate 
programme, she said.  
 
Levin said the development of renewable energy had the potential to 
create a number of jobs. (See box). In the first round of the RFP, the IDC's 
portfolio of projects was in excess of 800MW and had an estimated project 
value of R27-billion. 
 
Eskom said it recognised the need to support local industry and had 
proposed a differentiated rebate based on the extent of local content. 
Calculation of the rebate differential was not a trivial exercise, it said, as 
an auditable assessment needed to be done for each system down to 
component level. It expected to implement this by early 2012. 
 
It denied that it was limiting the number of rebates issued to companies. 
Eskom said it had raised the R328-million allocated for SWH by the 
National Energy Regulator to R873-million in support of the government's 
target. "Of this amount, R350-million is still available for use over the 
remaining five months of our financial year. We are on track to have fully 
spent the [significantly increased] budget by year-end."  
 
The total cost of the programme would be about R5-billion, of which about 
R2-billion is in current plans.  
mg.co.za 

 

Green group accuses China of climate blackmail 

 
 

 
 

Jonathan Watts (The Guardian) 9 November 2011 
 
The row over hydrofluorocarbon-23 offsets has intensified before 
international climate negotiations in Durban this month 
 
An environmental group has accused China of climate blackmail after 
threats to vent powerful greenhouse gases if Europe cuts off carbon credits 
next year. The row over hydrofluorocarbon-23 offsets – which have a much 



greater warming effect than carbon dioxide and linger in the atmosphere 
for 200 years – has intensified before international climate negotiations in 
Durban this month. 
 
Since 2005, Chinese firms have received the bulk of the $6bn in carbon 
credits for the reduction of these gases, which are produced in the 
manufacturing of refrigerant chemicals. The money has mostly come from 
European firms that have bought the offsets under the clean development 
mechanism, but this source of funding will come to an end next year. The 
EU has banned HFC-23 offsets because they are inefficient: the value of 
credits is 70 times the cost of destroying HFC-23 gases. 
 
There are also widespread suspicions that Chinese and Korean firms have 
cynically created hydrofluorocarbon facilities in order to qualify for 
credits, which can generate twice as much income as selling the 
refrigerant. But Europe's decision has angered Chinese officials responsible 
for administering the system, which has generated $1.3bn in tax revenues 
for the state. 
 
The China Clean Development Mechanism Fund warned last week that the 
loss of income would force HFC producers to cut costs. "If there's no 
trading of [HFC-23] credits, they'll stop incinerating the gases" said Xie Fei, 
the fund's revenue management director. His comments have sparked 
outrage among environmental groups. 
 
"Attempting to force countries into squandering billions on fake offsets 
that actually increase production of greenhouse gases is extortion," said 
Samuel LaBudde, senior atmospheric campaigner with the Environmental 
Investigation Agency. "China is not the victim here, and a world order 
responsive to climate change cannot be predicated on unrepentant greed." 
The NGO accuses China of blocking international efforts to find alternative 
means of dealing with these potent industrial emissions, including direct 
payments to factories and technological and financial support for other 
developing nations to dispose of the gases. Xie Fei declined to comment on 
these allegations. 
www.guardian.co.uk 

 

World can be completely powered by clean energy in 20-40 years  

 
 

 
 

Darren Quick (Gizmag) 12 November 2011 
 
Here at Gizmag we cover a seemingly endless stream of renewable energy 
technologies designed to wean us off our reliance on fossil fuels and 
improve the health of the planet. As important as such developments are, 
for these technologies to have an impact they must of course be 
implemented – and on a large scale. What has been sorely lacking is a plan 
to accomplish such a Herculean feat. Now researchers from the University 
of California-Davis and Stanford University have published a study that 
details one scenario to completely convert the world to clean, renewable 
energy sources – and they say it could be done in 20 to 40 years using 
technology available today at costs comparable to fossil fuel-based energy. 
 
Electricity the key 
The two part paper coauthored by Stanford researcher Mark Z. Jacobson 
and Mark Delucchi, of UC-Davis, evaluates not only the technology 
required, but also the costs and material requirements for converting the 
planet to renewable energy sources. Their plan would see the world 



running predominantly on electricity, with 90 percent of this sourced from 
wind and solar. The remainder would be made up from geothermal and 
hydroelectric sources, which would provide around four percent each, 
while wave and tidal power would contribute the remaining two percent. 
 
For our transport energy needs, cars, trucks, motorbikes, ships and trains 
would be powered by electricity and hydrogen fuel cells, while aircraft 
would be fueled by liquid hydrogen. Commercial processes would also be 
powered by electricity and hydrogen, which would be produced using 
electricity. Meanwhile, our homes would eschew natural gas and coal in 
favor of electric heaters, while water would be preheated by the sun. 
 
20 to 40 years 
"We wanted to quantify what is necessary in order to replace all the 
current energy infrastructure – for all purposes – with a really clean and 
sustainable energy infrastructure within 20 to 40 years," said Jacobson. 
 
To that end, the plan would see all new energy generation coming from 
wind, water and solar by 2030, and all pre-existing energy production 
converted by 2050. The researchers say that the millions of lives saved by 
the reduction in air pollution and a 30 percent reduction in world energy 
demand – thanks to the conversion of combustion processes to the more 
efficient electrical and hydrogen fuel cell processes – would help keep the 
cost of such a conversion down. 
 
"When you actually account for all the costs to society – including medical 
costs – of the current fuel structure, the costs of our plan are relatively 
similar to what we have today," Jacobson said. 
 
Addressing variability of solar and wind 
To overcome that variability of wind and solar and ensure there is a 
reliable base load of energy Jacobson says wind, water and solar energy 
sources could be combined as a single commodity as they are generally 
complimentary. Solar peaks during the day, while wind generally peaks at 
night, and hydroelectric could be used used to fill the gaps. 
 
The plan also envisages the connection of geographically diverse regions 
using long-distance transmission to overcome energy shortfalls in a given 
area. If the wind or solar energy generation conditions are poor in a 
particular area on a given day, connecting widely dispersed sites would 
allow electricity to be provided from a few hundred miles away where the 
sun is shining or the wind blowing. 
 
"With a system that is 100 percent wind, water and solar, you can't use 
normal methods for matching supply and demand. You have to have what 
people call a supergrid, with long-distance transmission and really good 
management," said Delucci. 
 
Additionally, off-peak electricity could be used to produce hydrogen for 
the industrial and transportation sectors and, as it is today, pricing could 
be used to control peak demands. 
 
Material considerations 
While the large-scale construction of wind and solar power plants would 
require large amounts of materials, the researchers found that even rare 
materials, such as platinum and the rare earth metals, are available in 
sufficient amounts for their plan to be realized. They say recycling could 
also be used to extend the supply further. 
 
"For solar cells there are different materials, but there are so many 



choices that if one becomes short, you can switch," Jacobson said. "Major 
materials for wind energy are concrete and steel and there is no shortage 
of those." 
 
Crunching the numbers 
The researchers also calculated how many wind turbines, solar plants, 
rooftop photovoltaic cells, geothermal, hydroelectric, tidal and wave-
energy installations would be required to provide 100 percent of the 
world’s energy needs. They found that 0.4 percent of the world’s land 
would be needed – mostly dedicated to solar – and that the spacing 
between installations – mostly wind turbine spacing – would add another 
0.6 percent, much of which could be used for other purposes. 
 
"Most of the land between wind turbines is available for other uses, such as 
pasture or farming," Jacobson said. "The actual footprint required by wind 
turbines to power half the world's energy is less than the area of 
Manhattan." 
 
Long way to go 
Already 70 percent of the hydroelectric sources needed to realize the plan 
are already in place, but only about one percent of the wind turbines 
required and an even lesser percentage of solar power. But the researchers 
say their plan is doable. 
 
"This really involves a large scale transformation. It would require an effort 
comparable to the Apollo moon project or constructing the interstate 
highway system," Jacobson says. “But it is possible, without even having to 
go to new technologies. We really need to just decide collectively that this 
is the direction we want to head as a society." 
www.gizmag.com 
 
Th researchers two part paper appears in the journal Energy Policy. 

 

Americans keep their money away from sharks of Wall Street 

 
 

 
 

Anastasia Romasheva 10 November 2011 
 
The movement against the sharks of Wall Street opened a financial front. 
Thousands of people close their accounts and transferred money to credit 
unions and local regional banks. The reason is the policy of the largest 
banks, regularly raising prices for services. Americans transfer their money 
to credit unions, opening up hundreds of thousands of new accounts. 
 
The trigger for this action was the decision of Bank of America to charge a 
$5 monthly fee for the use of debit card. 
 
Earlier, another major U.S. bank Citygroup has introduced a monthly fee of 
$20 paid by customers in the event that the amount of money in their 
savings and checking account is less than $15 thousand. The innovation 
affected users of a basic package of services. 
 
As a result, only in one day of the "Bank Transaction Day" campaign 84 
thousand people simultaneously closed their bank accounts. 
 
It all started with a word. A 27-year old resident of Los Angeles Kristen 
Christian suggested her Facebook friends say "no" to large banks. Perhaps 
this idea was voiced earlier, but this time around it was heard by 



thousands of Americans. 
 
Bank of America has already introduced a temporary moratorium on the 
monthly debit card fee, and other banks followed the suit. Yet, it was not 
enough to make the passions subside. 
 
According to media reports, Bank of America has already lost nearly 700 
thousand clients. Another 90 thousand people expressed their willingness 
to join the rally on a special Facebook page. 
 
The funds transfer campaign was scheduled for November 5 and was 
named "Bank Transfer Day." Regional banks and credit unions were seen to 
participate in the campaign as they advertise themselves as an alternative 
to large banks. 
 
Credit unions in the United States mainly deal with consumer loans. Large 
credit unions perform virtually all kinds of financial transactions, including 
issuing cards. 
 
This segment has already experienced a wave of massive consolidation. In 
1980, there were 17 thousand 350 credit unions in the United States. Now 
there are approximately 7,300 such organizations. 
 
Total assets of credit unions to date exceed $940 billion. For comparison, 
in 2007, this number did not exceed $750 billion. 91 million - nearly a third 
of the U.S. population - are clients of various cooperatives and credit 
unions built on a principal of mutual credit. 
 
According to the National Association of Credit Unions of the United 
States, in the past four weeks 650 thousand of new accounts were opened 
in credit unions, of which approximately four-fifths - as a reaction to the 
actions of large banks. For comparison, during the full year of 2010, 600 
thousand accounts were opened. Over the last month the new credit union 
savings accounts were supplemented by $4.5 billion. 
 
Large banks primarily suffered reputational damage. But this amount of 
outflow is not critical. The largest banks in the country are also threatened 
by large-scale trials. 
 
The National Association of Credit Unions of the United States initiated a 
case against one of the largest financial corporations in the U.S. - Goldman 
Sachs Group Inc. The matter of the case is the damage worth over $491 
million suffered by five credit unions after they bought securities backed 
by mortgages and then lost them. The securities were acquired from 
Goldman Sachs and the Financial Corporation incorrectly informed the 
customers about the risks of investing, Associated Press reported. 
 
Claims are also filed by clients who during the 2008 crisis have lost the 
mortgaged real estate. Satisfaction of claims to the Bank of America, 
Citigroup and other players will result in payments of at least $17 billion. 
english.pravda.ru 
Read the original in Russian 

 

Greenpeace activists arrested at Kusile coal station 

 



 
 
 

 
Greenpeace Africa occupies one of the world’s dirtiest planned power 
plants 
Greenpeace 8 November 2011  
 
As South Africa prepares to host UN 
climate talks later this month, activists from Greenpeace Africa have 
today occupied a crane on the construction grounds of the Kusile coal 
fired power station, in Mpumalanga province, calling on state owned 
utility ESKOM to abandon the plant, which is set to become world’s 
fourth most polluting power plant in terms of greenhouse gas 
emissions[1], and to instead invest in both green energy sources and jobs. 
 
The six activists unfurled a giant banner declaring ‘Kusile: climate 
killer’ from the top of the crane. Meanwhile, another seven activists 
locked themselves to the plant’s front gates bearing banners reading, 
‘green jobs now’ and ‘no future in coal’. 
 
“Recent figures show that greenhouse gas emissions from coal burning are 
spiralling out of control with new coal plants like Kusile as the cause, 
unchecked this will condemn hundreds of millions of people to the 
terrifying consequences of climate change. Pledges by the South African 
government and others to tackle climate change are meaningless unless 
they stop building new coal fired power stations like Kusile,” says 
Greenpeace Africa’s climate campaigner, Melita Steele. 
 
Further, a recently published Greenpeace report,“The True Cost of Coal 
in South Africa: paying the price of coal addiction”[2], shows that not 
only will Kusile propel climate chaos, but its external and hidden costs 
will amount to USD 8 billion per year, a price South African’s citizens 
can ill-afford to pay. 
 
“We are here to show that the true cost of Kusile is too high for South 
Africans to pay. It is a price that neither we, nor the world can 
afford. Coal has failed to deliver electricity to over 10 million South 
Africans. There are greener, cleaner and faster ways to bring energy 
services to Africa, coal is in the way and should be consigned to the 
dustbin of history,” says Greenpeace Africa’s climate campaigner, Melita 
Steele. 
 
Greenpeace is calling for South Africa to become a true climate leader, 
by investing in large-scale renewable energy [3] and by not compromising 
its people’s future. This would create a win-win-win situation in terms 
of job creation, climate protection and the provision of much needed 
energy services. 
 
“When the world descends on Durban at the end of this month and people 
everywhere hope that progress can be made in reaching a climate saving 



deal, the South African government has a chance to lead, a chance of 
making history as a champion for the climate, for justice and the 
planet. It should not squander that chance by letting a government owned 
utility like ESKOM make a mockery of the talks,” concluded Steele. 
www.greenpeace.org 
mg.co.za 

 

Pakistan: Six workers' leaders sentenced to a total 490 years' jail! 

 
 

 
 

 
Call for solidarity! 
Khalid Mehmood and Farooq Tariq 7 November 2011  
 
Power loom workers in Faisalabad in mid-2010 went on a series of major 
strikes and demonstrations. Six of their leaders were arrested by the 
police. Once in detention, they were additionally charged under anti-
terrorist legislation. The six have now been sentenced to a total of almost 
490 years' jail (served concurrently). This is a clear message of how "anti 
terror" laws are used against workers. The Labour Party Pakistan is calling 
for demonstrations outside Pakistan embassies and consulates around the 
world. 
 
Anti-terrorist court judge Mian Muhammad Anwar Nazir on November 1, 
2011, sentenced six leaders of the Labour Qaumi Movement (LQM, the 
organisation of the power loom workers in Faisalabad) under terrorism 
charges in Faisalabad. On average, each of the six were sentenced -- on 
seven charges -- to 81 years in jail, a total of almost 490 years! As all the 
jail sentences will begin at the same time, each labour leader will spend 
at least 10 years in jail.  
 
Four LQM leaders Akbar Ali Kamboh, Babar Shafiq Randhawa, Fazal Elahi, 
Rana Riaz Ahmed were arrested on July 22, 2010, by Faisalabad police 
after a strike called by power loom workers for a 17% increase in wages as 
per an announcement of the government. Two other leaders, Muhammad 
Aslam Malik and Asghar Ali Ansari, were also arrested under the same 
charges four months ago. 
 
They were accused of burning down a factory during the strike. This is a 
fabricated charge. The facts are that on the day of strike, July 20, 2010, 
gangsters in the pay of the factory owner in Thekri Wala started shootng at 
the workers who were leaving the factory to demand better wages. Some 
workers dared to go inside the factory and forced the gangsters to stop 
firing. 
 
After workers left for the city to attend the main rally, the owner set fire 
to one room, claiming that the workers had burnt the factory. During the 
trial, the workers' advocate asked if the factory had been burned down 
then how was it able to be operating again two days later?  
 
The arrests of the workers under terrorism charges and sentences by the 
court are the result of a notorious campaign by the factory owners, district 
administration and local politicians against the rising power loom workers' 
movement in Faisalabad. Punjab government’s actions against workers are 
increasing with every day. Appointments of Aftab Cheema and Nasim Sadiq 
to senior police positions in Faisalabad last year by Shehbaz Sharif was 
mainly to control the rising workers' movement. These two officers made 
many promises with the LQM leadership to re-investigate the case against 



the arrested workers but did not fulfill these promises. Instead they have 
supported the owners of the power looms in their actions against workers. 
 
More than 100,000 power loom workers in Faisalabad district went on 
strike on July 20, 2010, for an increase of wages that had been announced 
by the government during the presentation of budget 2010-11. The 
government announced 17% rise in the minimum wage for the private 
sector workers. The LQM in Faisalabad, Jhang and other districts had been 
in negotiations with power loom owners for three weeks. The power loom 
employers would not accep these just demands and started spreading 
poisonous propaganda against workers by labelling them as terrorists. 
 
The four leaders of the striking workers were then illegally arrested 
without and kept in police lock-up without any charges. It was reported 
that during the strike, the workers remained peaceful but the owners of 
factories and their henchmen and police remained violent against the 
striking workers. The owners and their henchmen resorted to violence by 
throwing stones and bricks at the peaceful march of workers from one side 
of the protest, while police used tear gas shells on the workers from the 
other end. Twenty-five workers were injured including Tahir Rana, 
president of LQM Faisalabad district, who was critically injured. Around 
100 workers were also arrested. 
 
The media reported that thousands of workers from different areas of 
Faisalabad district marched despite a police ban on public gatherings. As 
the workers began their march, gangsters of power loom owners started 
firing at the striking workers in Sudhar area of Faisalabad. Sudhar is the 
suburb of Faisalabad where a big number of power loom factories are 
located. This area had been a battle ground between workers and owners 
for three years as the workers organised themselves effectively in huge 
numbers there. 
 
The Labour Education Foundation condemns decision of sentencing workers 
under terrorism charges for raising voice wage increase. We believe that 
only way out for workers in the present setup of capitalists and feudals is 
to organise more and more workers and to develop movements across 
Pakistan. 
 
On November 2 a protest demonstration was held in Lahore by the Labour 
Party Pakistan to denounce the jail sentences imposed on six leaders of 
the power loom workers' movement in Faisalabad. 
 
The Labour Qaumi Movement leaders are members of Labour Party 
Pakistan (LPP). In January 2010, they organised a massive workers and 
peasant conference at the famous Dhobe Ghat in Faisalabad on the eve of 
the LPP's fifth congress in the city. More than 10,000 participated in this 
massive gathering. 
 
In April that year, the chairperson of the LQM contested a by-election for a 
Punjab assembly seat and won a reasonable vote of around 9 per cent.  
 
All this was not acceptable to the ruling PMLN party in Punjab and its law 
minister Rana Sana Ullah Khan. They decided to target the movement. It is 
now clear that the PMLN leadership in Faisalabad alongside the police and 
judiciary is out to crush the labour movement. Never in the history of 
Pakistan have such harsh sentences been imposed on labour leaders for an 
incident they were not involved in. 
 
Anti-terrorist laws are frequently used against protesting industrial 
workers in Punjab. Thirteen trade union leaders are facing such charges of 



terrorism. Their real crime is fighting for a better life for their members 
and demanding higher wages. The Punjab government is all out to crush 
any trade union movement in factories which is challenging their 
authority. 
 
The Faisalabad workers are being singled out by the Punjab government 
because they are political and they are members of Labour Party Pakistan. 
We are not giving in.  
 
Please protest where ever you are. Please take up the case in your 
organisations and pass a resolution to condemn the jail sentences and issue 
public statements to the newspapers. The Labour Party Pakistan is calling 
for demonstrations outside Pakistan embassies and consulates around the 
world.  
http://links.org.au/node/2584 

 

California protesters shut down Oakland port  

 
 

 
 

Thousands of anti-corporate greed demonstrators have closed one of 
America's busiest ports. 
BBC News 4 November 2011 
 
The authorities at the Port of Oakland in California said maritime 
operations had effectively halted. 
 
The shutdown capped a day in which hundreds of city workers, including 
teachers, joined the call for a strike. 
 
The crowds also stopped traffic at a junction where a military veteran was 
seriously injured last week as protesters clashed with police. 
 
Ex-Marine Scott Olsen, 24, is recovering in an Oakland hospital after being 
struck on the head with a tear gas canister fired by police. 
 
That incident catapulted Oakland, which is on San Francisco Bay, to the 
centre of the national Occupy Wall Street movement and has spurred fresh 
demonstrations across the US. 
 
 
In New York, military veterans rallied outside the city's stock exchange 
Elsewhere in the US on Wednesday: 
 
Police in Philadelphia arrested nine protesters who staged a sit-in inside 
the lobby of Comcast, America's largest cable firm 
In New York, about 100 military veterans marched in uniform and stopped 
in front of the city's stock exchange, where there was a heavy police 
presence 
In Boston, college students and union workers marched on Bank of America 
offices and the statehouse to protest over the student debt crisis  
'Death to capitalism' 
 
Organisers of the latest Occupy Oakland protest said they wanted to 
disrupt operations at the nation's fifth busiest port, which handles about 
$39bn (£24bn) a year in imports and exports. 
 
 
City officials blamed anarchists for "isolated" incidents of violence "At this 



time, maritime operations remain effectively shut down," the Port of 
Oakland officials said at a news conference late on Wednesday.  
 
They said operation would "resume when it is safe to do so".  
 
Oakland police estimated that about 3,000 demonstrators were gathered 
at the port. Police said 4,500 people had marched across the city on 
Wednesday. 
 
But a spokesman for the protest movement, who only gave his name as 
Aaron, told the BBC: "It is an order of magnitude larger than any protests 
we've seen and we've seen some big ones in the last week." 
 
Continue reading the main story  
Analysis 
 
Alastair Leithead 
 
BBC News, Los Angeles 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The Occupy protests in Oakland may not have closed down the city for a 
day as they had hoped, but they did succeed in disrupting operations at 
the port.  
 
A spokesman confirmed it had been "effectively shut down".  
 
A "general strike" was called after clashes last week between police and 
protesters led to an Iraq war veteran suffering serious head injuries. 
 
Unions said they could not take part in strike action for legal reasons, but 
hundreds of city workers took the day off to join marches and the 
picketing of banks. 
 
Occupy Wall Street demonstrations are being held across the US - many 
involve protesters camped out at local town halls with a whole variety of 
demands mainly linked to inequality of income in the country, but without 
a strong leadership or united message. 
"There are pockets here and there going on for what seems like miles. I 
have heard people say 20,000, 30,000... it's impossible to tell." 
 
But city officials later said that only about 150 protesters remained at the 
port late on Wednesday night and some 900 in the city's main square. 
 
A number of businesses, including several banks, were shut during the 
protests, which were largely peaceful during the day, with low police 
visibility. There were no arrests or injuries.  
 
The city officials stressed that there were isolated incidents of violence 
led by groups of anarchists among the protesters. 
 
Oakland Mayor Jean Quan, who had been criticised for her handling of 
earlier protests, called for calm.  
 
However, she said the authorities would "act if we need to maintain 
safety".  
 
The demonstration, which included students, families with young children 
and union members, began with a rally outside city hall.  
 



One large protest banner read: "Occupy Everything, death to capitalism." 
 
Oakland officials said about 5% of employees had taken the day off, 
including about 360 teachers.  
 
One teacher at the rally, Brother Muziki, told AFP news agency: "Our 
classrooms are overcrowded. The banks are being bailed out - but not the 
schools." 
 
The BBC's Alastair Leithead in Los Angeles says Oakland has a higher than 
average unemployment rate and suffered badly during the US recession. 
 
The activists have been protesting against a system which they believe 
favours corporations and the nation's wealthiest 1%.  
www.bbc.co.uk 

 

French protests against G20 

 
 

 
 

vastminority.blogspot.com 2 November 2011 
 
TENS of thousands of people have marched through Nice ahead of the G20 
summit along the coast at Cannes. 
 
Huge numbers of police were mobilised by the French state, with a 
military-style operation to keep protesters on the officially authorised 
route. 
 
Nice Matin reported that banks in the city centre were boarded up and a 
man was arrested in his home for allegedly threatening to shoot at riot 
police. 
 
It said some youths had set fire to a mattress in the street and train drivers 
had expressed solidarity, with one TER train sounding its horn in support of 
the anti-capitalist protesters.  
vastminority.blogspot.com 

 

MEC gives Engen an ultimatum 

 
 

 
 

Kamcilla Pillay 1 November 2011  
 
The Engen Refinery in Durban will be given 15 days to produce a report on 
the latest fire, and also a plan of action to stop future fires, or face 
criminal charges.  
 
This is the import of a letter due to be handed to the refinery on Tuesday 
by KwaZulu-natal MEC for Agricultural and Environmental Affairs, Lydia 
Johnson.  
 
The letter also states that the refinery must come up with “a time-based 
phasing out plan for old equipment and machinery on site which will 
address the potential for risk from an aging plant”.  
 
Spokeswoman for Johnson, Ncumisa Mafunda, said the letter included 
many aspects, but its main focus was on Engen’s “far too reactionary” 
approach.  



 
“We want them to put together a clear outline of what they can do to 
prevent further disasters,” she said.  
 
The refinery, said the MEC in the letter, had maintained this approach 
when dealing with these sudden and unexpected occurrences by focusing 
attention to the repair and maintenance of machinery and equipment 
damaged in these incidences.  
 
“You have failed to take reasonable measures to prevent these sudden 
occurrences from taking place, continuing or recurring.  
 
“With this in mind, the Department is of the opinion that you have not 
taken any measure whatsoever which could be deemed to be 
‘reasonable’.”  
 
In their letter to the refinery, the Department said that management 
needed to ensure that there were measures to prevent the re-occurrence 
of fires and incidents at the refinery and there needed to be early 
detection mechanisms to prevent residents being affected by oil sprays 
from fires. Suggestions were made for annual leak detection and pressure 
tests or similar early detection mechanisms and procedures to test 
integrity of underground lines, and storage tanks, etc to address high risk 
areas.  
 
“In addition... the Department is of the view that the following principles 
were not applied during the conducting of this activity:  
 
*That pollution and degradation of the environment are avoided, or, where 
they cannot be altogether avoided, are minimised and remedied.  
 
*That waste is avoided, or where it cannot be altogether avoided, 
minimised and reused or recycled where possible and otherwise disposed 
of in a responsible manner.  
 
*That a risk averse and cautious approach is applied, which takes into 
account the limits of current knowledge about the consequences of 
decisions and actions; and  
 
*That negative impacts on the environment and on peoples’ environmental 
rights be anticipated and prevented, and where they cannot be altogether 
prevented, are minimised and remedied. - Daily News  
kamcilla.pillay@inl.co.za  

 

COP17 plan puts wind up wildlife groups 

 
 

 
 

The Mercury 31 October 2011 
 
KEEN to show off its environmental credentials, the eThekwini electricity 
department is rushing to install wind turbines at the Bluff military base 
ahead of the UN COP 17 climate change meeting, placing a crucial bat 
roosting area in jeopardy. 
 
The department has come under fire over its plans to showcase the “green 
energy” turbines close to one of South Africa’s largest colonies of slit-
faced bats. 
 
It is racing to install the second-hand turbines in a prominent spot above 



the Durban harbour entrance so the project would be visible to the 
thousands of delegates attending the climate change meeting, which starts 
on November 28. 
 
However, the project site at the military base is close to a colony of about 
400 Egyptian slit-faced bats (Nycteris thebaica), raising fears that the 
nocturnal insect eaters would be decimated by the spinning blades. 
 
Initially, eThekwini hoped to install four 150kW turbines along the Bluff 
headland, but the project has been scaled down to two turbines, each with 
23m rotor blades. 
 
The bases of the 30m-high turbines would have to be laid within the next 
few days if the concrete foundations are to set in time for the conference. 
 
Electricity department spokesman Raj Dhrochand said the small scale of 
the project did not require a full environmental impact assessment in 
terms of EIA regulations, but bat conservation groups and Ezemvelo KZN 
Wildlife say it is essential to examine the potential impacts more 
thoroughly. 
 
“COP 17 should not be about window-dressing; we should be demonstrating 
our commitment to generating renewable energy which is responsible and 
sustainable,” said Andy Blackmore, acting land-use manager at Ezemvelo. 
 
Wendy White, of the KZN Bat Interest Group, said eThekwini officials had 
been told of the existence of the colony of slit-faced bats in August, but an 
environmental impact consultant was only due to arrive in Durban this 
week to start the consultation process. 
 
“This project appears to be short-sighted and politically motivated. 
“Putting turbines so close to such a critical bat roost will wipe out these 
bats and is totally unacceptable.” 
 
Although the slit-faced bat is not listed as a threatened species, White said 
the Bluff military base colony was one of the largest maternity roosts in 
the country for the species, and the turbines posed a major threat. 
 
Durban was also an important foraging area for the large-eared free-tailed 
bat (Otomops martienssen), a more vulnerable bat species restricted to 
the coast between Ballito and Port Shepstone. 
 
Dhrochand said his department had contacted the national Environmental 
Affairs Department and was advised that a full EIA was not needed. 
 
“However, as responsible government, we decided to engage all relevant 
stakeholders and we will have an environmental management plan to deal 
with and mitigate potential impacts.” 
 
He acknowledged that the department faced a tight schedule if it hoped to 
get the turbines running before the conference. 
 
The concrete bases, which have yet to be laid, require about 27 days to 
cure. 
 
“Obviously we would like to have them up before COP 17, but if there are 
serious issues, we will have to re-examine this… at the end of the day it 
might be a case of having just one.” 
 
He said Bremen had donated four turbines to Durban as part of a scheme 



to share experience in renewable energy technologies. 
 
Apart from showcasing the turbines for COP 17, the electricity department 
hoped to gain experience in assembling, erecting and maintaining wind 
turbines. 
 
One of the turbines had been found to be unusable, while one of the 
remaining three would be kept as a spare. Five tower sites at the Bluff 
military base had been investigated. Three of these sites had been ruled 
out because they were too close to military communications 
infrastructure, too close to houses or too close to the bat colony. 
www.iol.co.za 

 

EU Austerity laws passed 

 
 

 
 

"Six pack" rules institutionalise austerity across the EU 
Paul Murphy MEP, Socialist Party (CWI Ireland) 
 
Below we publish videos of two speechs given by Paul Murphy MEP in the 
European Parliament earlier in October on what have been called the ‘six 
pack’ rules. These new rules give even more power to the un-elected 
commission and will in effect institutionalise austerity.  
 
This legislation barely got a mention in the media even though it is 
extremely important and will have a huge affect on the lives of people 
across Europe. The media was so quiet that President Barrosso referred to 
the passing of the legislation as a ‘silent revolution’.  
 
These new rules will see the creation of what amounts to a budgetary 
policeman, who will monitor the national budgets of countries to make 
sure that they are implementing the austerity which the Commission is 
demanding. If the national parliament’s budget does not meet the 
Commission’s targets they can impose heavy sanctions on that country. 
This will further strengthen the hand of the Commission as it sets the 
targets. It is the working class, the unemployed and young people who will 
pay the price for this policy.  
 
This also erodes the democratic right of people to discuss, debate and 
decide on what economic policies should be adopted. Within the E.U 
itself, this includes implementing a ‘reversed qualified majority’ voting 
system in the Council, which in effect will allow the Commission take for 
granted that the Council agrees with sanctions being imposed unless a 
huge majority vote against it.  
 
The trade union movement needs to mobilise against this measure and the 
rule of austerity generally and build for a 24 hour pan-European strike. 

www.socialistworld.net 
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Esorfranki’s R800m contract “illegal and invalid” 
David Carte 25 October 2011  
 
Judge sets aside award of Western Aqueduct contract.  
JOHANNESBURG - Sanyati and Group Five (JSE:GRF) jubilated on Tuesday 



after Judge Pillay of the High Court in Maritzburg explained in a 42-page 
judgement why she found the award of an R800m contract to esorfranki 
(JSE:ESR) “illegal and invalid”. 
 
She instructed esorfranki’s client, eThekwini Municipality, to conduct an 
internal investigation into how esorfranki won the contract to build an 
aqueduct, when its price was 28% higher than other bids. 
 
“A tender illegally awarded cannot shake off the stench of corruption that 
accompanies it, however well-meaning the officials awarding it may be.” 
 
She ordered the municipality to investigate which officials are guilty of 
misconduct. She advised the council to consider the recovery of costs from 
such officials. 
 
The municipality was ordered to pay the costs of Sanyati and Group Five 
because of the “unreasonable and unconscionable conduct of its officials”. 
 
The applicants had asked not only that esorfranki’s contract be set aside 
but that it should be disqualified and they should get the job. The judge 
ordered only that the tender process should start again. 
 
Judge Pillay handed down her judgement as Bernie Krone, CEO of 
esorfranki, was telling investment analysts that he was confident of his 
case.  
 
After the results conference in Sandton on Tuesday, he said esorfranki will 
appeal the decision. He said his company’s higher price was justified 
because it was an all-inclusive, fixed price contract. 
 
Sanyati CEO Malcolm Lobban said the judge’s comments were devastating 
to anyone wanting to appeal the matter. 
 
Ethekwini allocated only 70 points to price when the Public Finance Act 
prescribes price should be 90 points. 
 
Said the Judge: “ethekwini not only deviated materially from the 
prescribed process and substantive requirement but also violated the 
constitutional imperative of fairness, transparency and competitiveness.” 
 
The award was therefore “irrational and substantively unfair”. 
 
As work becomes more difficult to find and margins are squeezed, the 
construction industry has been riddled with disputes and litigation. 
 
Sanyati , which on Monday reported a meagre bottom line profit of R13m, 
walked off a job because of tardy payments by the Free State roads 
department. 
 
Now 20-30km of the road over Oliviershoek Pass, gateway to the 
Drakensberg, is an utter mess. There are two stop-go sections which add at 
least 30 minutes to a journey over the pass. The only Sanyati employees on 
site are those who operate the stop-go signs 24 hours a day. Taxis ignore 
their stop instructions and even drive on the half completed section of the 
road, utterly destroying work done so far. 
 
Hoteliers, farmers and trucking companies are up in arms. It is one thing 
that they have had to put up with an intolerable road – another to know 
that the mess will be there for years to come. 
 



Lobban said the company would resume work immediately if it received a 
progress payment of R50m. 
 
Moneyweb tried to call five different numbers at the Free State Roads 
Department without success. One contractor said numerous top people in 
the department have been fired. 
 
WBHO Chairman Mike Wylie said his company was undertaking a lot of work 
in the Free State. He said there were some issues over late payment but 
men and machines continued to work on WBHO’s projects. 
 
“We often have to wait for government departments to pay but eventually 
they do.” 
 
WBHO turns over R19bn a year and has 120 sites all over SA. Wylie said 
differences with clients are always resolved: “I have not spent a day in 
court in my life”. 
 
Krone told analysts that prospects have brightened for esorfranki after a 
torrid first quarter, when a number of impairments were taken. 
 
One analyst was unhappy to note that after a R200m rights issue, 
esorfranki has R78m of debt. Krone said operations absorbed R55.7m of 
cash flow and the acquisition of property, plant and equipment R152.3m. 
Asked how the company would repay R78m of debt due in 12 months, he 
said cash flow from operations will suffice. 
 
The order book (including R430m for the half share of the Western 
aqueduct contract) was R1.8bn. There is another R2.3bn in the short-term 
prospects pipeline. 
 
No company has more at stake in the law than Murray & Roberts, whose 
claims against the Gautrain exceed R1bn. M&R Marine is hoping to recoup 
some of the R582m loss it sustained on the Gorgon Pioneer Material 
Offloading Facility in Western Australia. 
 
Like virtually all the construction companies, M&R’s faces another legal 
headache: Competition Commission penalties 
www.moneyweb.co.za 
 
Ructions after bid that was R164m off the pace awarded Durban City 
contract. 
 
MOOI RIVER – KwaZulu-Natal is quite the place for watershed business 
events right now. Newcastle’s textile factories are in a fight to the death 
that will tell us whether the country is serious about creating jobs. And 
this week, two JSE-listed construction companies got stuck into each other 
over a big eThekwini Metro tender – with veiled suggestions that deep-
rooted corruption is the only explanation for way it was awarded. 
 
It involves the second stage of the Western Aqueduct Pipeline, a 74km 
system to channel potable water from a reservoir near Camperdown into 
the greater Durban precinct. The project, worth around R800m, is a steel 
piping canal within a 4m deep trench running through suburbs of 
Durban/Pinetown. 
 
The “emergency” project was launched in 2009 with the Metro calling for 
tenders. After crunching their numbers, construction executives gathered 
last February in the council chambers to hear the outcome. Management 
of KZN-focused group Sanyati (JSE:SAN) left with the biggest smiles; their 



bid of R700m was the lowest, shading Blue Chip WBHO’s (JSE:WBO) by 
R20m. Back among the apparent also-rans was Gauteng-based EsorFranki 
(JSE:ESR) at R864m. 
 
Because construction conditions often change, bids are only valid for a 
couple months. Usually that’s plenty of time for an adjudicating 
committee to make up its mind. But in the first of many bizarre aspects to 
this saga, eThekwini asked bidders to extend their quote three times 
before, ten months on, it finally reached a decision. The Metro chose a 
public holiday smack in the middle of SA’s Holiday Season – December 16th 
– to tell bidders it intended awarding it to EsorFranki. Even though the 
Gauteng firm was R164m off the pace. 
 
For Sanyati’s CEO Malcolm Lobban, a chartered accountant who earned his 
construction spurs at industry leader Murray & Roberts, this was too bitter 
a pill. Lobban had been recruited in May 2009 to professionalise Sanyati. 
The Western Aqueduct project was supposed to be his first big win – adding 
around half the annual turnover to the company’s order book. He was, and 
remains, incensed: “We had the lowest bid; our tender was fully 
compliant; we’ve a long relationship with eThekwini and done plenty of 
this kind of work – the award just doesn’t make sense.” 
 
Soon after receiving the news, Sanyati and another of the bidders, Group 
Five, launched an official appeal. They might have been joined by WBHO 
whose Chairman Mike Wylie tells me: “We thought Sanyati had won and 
were surprised to hear otherwise. We considered appealing but ran out of 
time – but it didn’t really matter because we knew Sanyati had to appeal.” 
 
Winning EsorFranki’s CEO Bernie Krone is just as angry. Like Sanyati, the 
project is worth half his company’s annual turnover and coming after the 
loss for the last financial year, probably even more important. Says Krone: 
“We are being made out to be the bad guys. We aren’t. We were 
recommended in the adjudication and I’m confident we had the best bid. 
The price difference is not what it seems. This is a project of around three 
years. We quoted an all-in, fixed price. No escalations. So eThekwini’s 
ratepayers will not pay a cent more than they expect. We have taken on 
all that risk. That’s why our price was higher.” 
 
In other words EsorFranki won because adjudicators decided ratepayers 
should pay a 25% premium for three years of price certainty. Although a 
touch high considering annual inflation is 4%, it does close the R164m gap. 
But it also raises another bemusing aspect. Sanyati’s Lobban says the 
documents clearly state this was a “variable price” tender. Every company 
other than EsorFranki submitted on that basis. So why, he asks, was a fixed 
price bid allowed from Krone’s company? Or if the Metro preferred that 
option, why not ask everyone to quote that way? 
 
Lobban is doing his best to get those questions answered. Last Friday, 
Sanyati applied for an urgent interdict to stop the award and get the 
entire process analysed by the High Court. This step, a first for him says 
Lobban, was taken after an earlier objection gave him sight of minutes 
from the tender adjudicating committee’s deliberations: “From what was 
said in the committee, we just cannot understand how this decision could 
have been taken. We want it tested and exposed in court.” 
 
Sanyati’s court interdict was granted at noon on Monday, putting the 
award on ice and triggering what could be a lengthy court case. In yet 
another bizarre twist, two hours later Durban’s city manager Michael 
Sutcliffe went ahead anyway with his planned media conference - smiling 
for the invited cameras while signing EsorFranki’s R864m contract. Apart 



from announcing a deal that isn’t, with the stroke of his pen Sutcliffe 
effectively committed his ratepayers to meet EsorFranki’s R3.5m a month 
on-site expenses. With SA’s court congestion it could be ages before any 
actual work is done. Maybe years if the court rules the tender process must 
re-start from scratch. A rather expensive pre-launch party, what? – 
alechogg@gmail.com 
 
Click here to subscribe to Morning coffee newsletter, a daily newsletter 
with top stories from local and international news sources. 
 
Alec Hogg is the founder and editor in chief of Moneyweb. He presents 
Market Update on SAFM weeknights at 6pm. Follow him at 
www.twitter.com/alechogg or friend him at 
www.facebook.com/alechogg 
 



 
 



 

‘Occupy Melbourne’ savaged by riot police 

 
 

 
 

 
Brutal assault as protesters hold their ground and block city streets 
Kirk Leonard, Socialist Party (CWI in Australia) 
25 october 2011 
 
Occupy Melbourne protesters were brutally assaulted by riot police 
wielding pepper spray and police on horse back on Friday, 21 October. The 
British Queen’s visit next week is clearly linked to the timing of this 
attack.  
 
The occupation of ‘City Square’ in Melbourne began last Saturday 15 
October as part of the global ‘Occupy’ movement. This magnificent 
movement is inspired by the revolutions in Tunisia and Egypt and the mass 
occupations in Spain, Greece and the US which have taken place this year.  
 
One thousand people took part in the launching of the protest camp on 15 
October with between two and three hundred continuing the occupation 
daily. These numbers are significant in a country which has not yet been 
severely impacted by the global economic crisis.  
 
Members of the Socialist Party (CWI in Australia) have been involved in the 
occupation daily. Even though Australia has not reached a stage of mass 
unemployment yet, ordinary people understand and sympathize with the 
idea of the 99% versus the 1%. Most passers by were positive about the 
occupation.  
 
Despite the widespread sympathy for the occupation the Lord Mayor of 
Melbourne, Robert Doyle, served an eviction notice on the occupiers at 
7am on Friday. At 9am a fence was errected around the occupiers and 
their camp.  
 
The response of the occupation was to link arms in a tight huddle and try 
to defend the camp. Hundreds of protesters also rallied outside the fences 
to support those inside. They blockaded Swanston Street, a major street in 
the middle of the city which is essential to the tram network.  
 
The occupiers made a brave and disciplined stand in the face of extreme 
police violence. In packs of up to eight, police picked out and charged at 
individuals, grabbing them by the head first and ramming them into the 
ground. Occupiers managed to hold the space in the face of this assault for 
three hours.  
 
Even after the eviction from the square was complete the occupiers 
refused to give in. For the following six hours hundreds of occupiers moved 
very slowly, en masse, through the central streets of Melbourne. They 
managed to blockade a key intersection for an hour and a half late in the 
afternoon. The tram network in Melbourne was thrown into chaos.  
 
Police used horse charges to try and clear the streets. This incredibly 
dangerous and reckless tactic put hundreds of people in danger of serious 
injury or even death. Not since the anti-globalization protest against the 
‘World Economic Forum’ in September 2000 has such a violent, large scale 
police operation been witnessed in Melbourne.  
 
The occupiers held a general assembly late in the afternoon. They made 



the decision to hold a rally the following day and attempt to re-occupy 
‘City Square’. It is absolutely imperative that occupiers not allow the state 
and police thugs – who are the defenders of the ‘1%’ - to dictate when, 
where and how protests can be held.  
 
The ’Occupy Melbourne’ protest is part of the global movement of people 
who are fed up with the capitalist system. The widespread latent support 
that the occupation has elicited amongst layers of ordinary people in 
Melbourne is indicative of a changing mood in society. This process will 
continue as the crisis of capitalism deepens.  
www.socialistworld.net 

 

ARREST OF THEMBELIHLE OKM COUNCILLOR 

 
 

 
 

OKM Press Statement 24 October 2011 
 
On Friday 21 October 2011 at about 11 p.m. the Operation Khanyisa 
Movement (OKM) councillor in the Johannesburg City Council, Comrade 
Simphiwe Zwane, was arrested at her home in Thembelihle. She is being 
held at the Lenasia Police Station cells.  
 
Her arrest follows the release on appeal of Comrade Bhayzer Miya by the 
Johannesburg High Court who was arrested on September 13 and spent 
more than a month in jail after being refused bail by the Protea 
Magistrate’s Court. Miya is a key leader of the recent Thembelihle uprising 
against poor service delivery and living conditions in this shack settlement 
in Lenasia, south of Johannesburg. Miya was also the OKM candidate for 
ward councillor in Thembelihle in the 2006 and 2011 elections.  
 
This arrest confirms that the organs of state security and justice are being 
used to suppress the struggles of working class communities. Councillor 
Zwane’s arrest is linked to the march she led on the 22nd August where 
she read and handed over a memorandum to the ANC ward councillor. The 
memorandum listed the demands of the Thembelihle community for 
housing, electricity, water and an end to the exploitation of workers by 
Lenasia employers. The government’s failure to address these demands 
angered the community leading to the weeklong uprising in Thembelihle.  
 
Councillor Pravin Naidoo, the ANC Chief Whip in the Johannesburg City 
Council, publicly attacked and slandered Councillor Zwane for leading the 
march. This was shortly followed by Advocate J. Browde, the 
Commissioner for Integrity in the Office of the Speaker of Council, 
summoning Councillor Zwane and interrogating her about the march, 
suggesting that disciplinary measures would be taken against her for 
leading the march. He wanted to know whether permission had been 
secured for the march, and proof of the permission granted was given to 
him by Zwane. Browde also wanted to know whether the police had 
“already” approached Zwane. This suggests that Browde had prior 
knowledge of the plot to arrest the OKM councillor.  
 
Four other Thembelihle residents who had been arrested had their charges 
withdrawn earlier in the week because of lack of evidence against them. 
Similarly, another six residents who had been arrested for holding an 
illegal gathering outside the court had their charges withdrawn a couple of 
weeks ago. The state is using arrests and the courts to frustrate the 
struggle of the Thembelihle community by victimizing its leaders. The aim 
is to undermine the search for political alternatives to ANC capitalist rule.  



 
We demand the unconditional release of Councillor Zwane, and the 
dropping of charges against her and Comrade Bhayzer Miya, and 13 other 
comrades from Thembelihle who are also charges and will appear in court 
on the 27th October. We also demand the same for all other comrades 
facing state repression in other working class areas. The ANC government 
must deliver on its election promises of houses, electricity, water, 
education, healthcare, public transport, jobs and a better life for all. They 
can achieve this if they put people’s needs before bosses’ profits.  
 
We want to make it clear that we will not be intimidated by state 
repression including the existence of a list of “wanted comrades” in 
Thembelihle said to be held by the police. We will continue our struggle 
until we win our demands.  
 
We call on all left and progressive organizations to come out in support of 
Councillor Zwane. She is an example that it is possible to have elected 
public representatives who speak and act on behalf of the people who 
elected them. She is the only councillor that actually takes mandates from 
the community and reports everything discussed in Council meetings in 
Johannesburg. She is subject to the right of recall by those who elected 
her. More than half of her salary is used by the OKM to fund campaigns 
that defend and promote the interests of the working class and the poor. 
She is bound to do these things because during her election campaign she 
signed a pledge and a legally binding contract to this effect. She is 
arguably the only consistently socialist councillor in the Johannesburg City 
Council. She is being victimized in order to kill the vision of the necessity 
for a government that is run and controlled by ordinary working classing 
people.  
 
A press conference will be held on Sunday 23 October at the offices of the 
Soweto Electricity Crisis Committee at the Careers Centre, corner Chris 
Hani Road and Immink Drive, Baragwanath, at 11 a.m. to provide the 
media with more details of this shameful development and the campaign 
that OKM will wage to secure her release.  
 
For further details please call Sphiwe 0726554177 or Nhlakanipho 
0761423666 or Solly 0787172146. Or email Sphiwe at 
organiser2@fxi.org.za  
 
Issued by the Operation Khanyisa Movement; this statement is endorsed 
by the Soweto Electricity Crisis Committee, Landless Peoples Movement 
(Protea South), Commercial Services and Allied Workers’ Union, GOLCOM, 
Solidarity Economy Education and Communication Cooperative, Mine Line 
Workers’ Committee, Democratic Socialist Movement and Socialist Group – 
organizations in attendance at the Conference for Working Class Unity 
held on 22 October 2011 at Wits University hosted by the Thembelihle 
Crisis Committee.  
 
ECOPEACE PRESS STATEMENT 
 
The arrest of a Simphiwe Zwane, Johannesburg City Councillor for 
Operation Khanyisa Movement (OKM) for participating in a legal protest is 
an unconstitutional attack on democracy. ECOPEACE Party raises its voice 
in support of the most environmentally disadvantaged, the poor and 
unemployed, those denied basic human necessities that is the 
government’s duty to ensure are found either at affordable rates for those 
who can pay or at free basic levels for those who cannot. Instead we find 
official neglect, harassment, undermining and arrests that are 
symptomatic of attempts to protect corrupt elitism. We support OKM in its 



struggles for rights that are meant to be constitutionally guaranteed and 
ask all those concerned by this further attack on democracy to express 
their solidarity. 
Alan Murphy 
ECOPEACE Party 

 

Libyan oil workers strike  

 
 

 
 

Jorge Martin 21 October 2011 
 
Workers at Waha Oil company have been on strike and holding protests for 
7 weeks now. Their main demand is the purge of the top management of 
the company from directors whom they accuse of being stooges of the old 
regime. It is an example of class issues coming to the fore once the old 
regime has been put to one side. 
 
Field workers say they have documental evidence that Waha Oil directors 
collaborated with Gaddafi’s troops by giving them food, shelter and 
equipment worth millions. Workers have vowed never to work for them 
again. “This management committee gave 60 four-wheel drive land 
cruisers to [ousted leader Moammar] Qaddafi's forces in March. These cars 
helped the Qaddafi forces kill some Libyan people and commit other 
crimes,” said Riad, an organization supervisor and he added: “We are 
demanding that the management committee of Waha quit... After the 
February 17 revolution, we want to get rid of these figures of corruption.” 
 
Waha Oil is a joint venture with American firms ConocoPhillips, Marathon 
and Amerada Hess, and before the civil war produced around a quarter of 
Libya’s oil, equivalent to around 400,000 barrels per day. 
 
The Waha Oil workers have demonstrated noisily for weeks outside the 
office of the new head of the National Oil Corporation, Berouin. They also 
took direct action and forcibly ejected their managers from the company 
headquarters. (see VIDEO) 
 
Finally, late last week workers and sources at the state National Oil 
Corporation (NOC) said the company's chairman Bashir Alashhab and his 
deputy would be replaced. But it seems that the NTC “prime minister” 
blocked the agreement: “The Prime Minister Mahmoud Jibril stopped the 
agreement because he said it was not the time for change,” said Haithem 
Etarhouni, a representative of the striking workers. 
 
When the workers were informed on Tuesday, October 18, they decided to 
resume their strike action. “The chairman and members must go 
immediately, and not wait another minute,” said Widad El Said, a 
secretary at the company who took part in one of the protests. Workers 
feared a deal was being made behind their backs. They said they believed 
Alashab was inside the ministry in a closed meeting with the head of the 
NOC and the oil and finance minister, the liberal exiled professor of 
economics Tarhouni. 
 
The strike and demonstrations have not been limited to Waha Oil workers 
but have also involved other oil companies. Workers at the Libyan 
Petroleum Institute, who also said their managers had actively supported 
Gaddafi’s army, joined them outside the NOC head office. Workers from 
NOC itself and from other subsidiaries have also become involved in the 
protest movement. Maged El-Arbed, a protester who works for Libya's state 



National Oil Co., said the demonstrators are seeking the dismissal of NOC 
and other oil industry managers accused of corruption and supporting 
Gaddafi's regime. Pressure from the workers has already led to the 
dismissal of the chairman of the Sirte Oil Company. 
 
It is clear that the Libyan revolution has emboldened the workers, giving 
them a new feeling of confidence. “This is a new era, a new revolution. 
We paid a lot of blood. We are looking for a huge change,” said Haifa 
Mohammed, a female worker from NOC’s sustainable development 
department. Their expectations are already starting to clash with the 
leadership of the National Transitional Council. “We expected this change 
to happen. But what we are seeing is the old people are still there, the 
bad people, the managers. The new people they brought are not good 
enough," said one of the protestors. 
 
Interestingly, some of the workers have drawn the conclusion that they do 
not need managers to restart operations in the oil fields. “Most of the 
people that produce the oil are here. We can do without them, the 
managers. We can start from tomorrow if we can have enough transport, 
equipment, tools and materials,” said Abdullatif Hetwash, an engineer who 
has worked for Waha Oil for 36 years. 
 
The authorities of the NTC do not seem very keen on workers’ protests. At 
an earlier demonstration on September 26, Adel Tahar Assed, an assistant 
driller at a NOC subsidiary, said he had been arrested earlier in the day by 
the revolutionary fighters who police the area. “I was accused of 
organizing a mob,” he said. 
 
There are also reports of demonstrations of airline pilots demanding the 
removal of the Transport Minister. Like in Tunisia first and in Egypt later, 
the removal of the dictator in Libya could unleash a wave of protests in 
which workers start to move against their managers. The demand for the 
removal of the old managers is also linked to other more openly economic 
demands, like the payment of back wages, etc. 
 
A report in the oil industry website Petroleum Economist warned about the 
possibility of foreign companies going back to Libya, only to find a militant 
and assertive working class: “things have changed. Intoxicated by new 
freedoms, Libyans are intent on exploring them. The NTC, NOC and the 
other big authorities in free Libya have a job on their hands: to meet 
unpaid salaries and, to avoid more ferment, satisfy rising expectations 
from their people. As foreign employers return to the oil sector they, too, 
should expect to find a more restive, determined and bullish workforce.” 
 
The process of rebuilding of the Libyan workers’ movement will not be an 
easy one, but the oil workers will certainly have to play a key role in it. 
This strike on the part of the oil workers and the demands they are raising 
highlight the contradictions in the situation. The masses have removed the 
hated dictator. Elements from the old regime are trying to assert their 
authority over the masses and create the conditions for normal capitalist 
development. However, the masses, having had a taste of freedom are 
preparing to use this to push forward their own demands. What is lacking is 
a working class leadership up to the tasks posed by the situation. The most 
advanced workers and youth in Libya must come together and begin the 
task of building such a leadership. 
www.marxist.com 

 



Updates from the Greek General Strike 

 
 

 
 

 
Occupiedlondon.org 19 October 2011 
 
14.18 PM The stalinists are withdrawing from Syntagma, beating small 
groups of other demonstrators on the way. Other people chant, ‘no 
pasaran’. 
 
14.09 PM People still on the streets of Athens, cops used tear gases earlier, 
and at the moment rubbish bins are burning to diffuse the chemicals in 
Akadimias st. some people are movinga away from the gases but many 
more are mioving towards the parliament to fill the gaps. It is not possible 
to count the crowd as it is one of the very few times in recent history that 
so amny people occupies so much urban space. According to corporate 
media people are flooding Syntagma square, Akadimias st, Othonos st, 
Amalias st, Mitropoleos st, Panepistimiou av, Stadiou st, Patision st, 
Omonoia st, Ermou st and every signle streets connecting these larger 
avenues. The crowd is really thick. 
 
At least 10,000 protesters in Heraklion on Crete Island; attacks on banks 
and a police car were reported. In Agrinio nearly 3,000 people attended 
the gathering in Irinis Square. Also, in Trikala about 30 anarchists took to 
the streets, other cities had marches. 
 
In Thessaloniki clashes have erupted between demonstrators, as circa 100 
insurrectionists attacked on stores, banks, etc. in Tsimiski Street. Earlier 
in the morning DIAS motorcycle cops were attacked by demonstrators in 
Kaisiariani district of Athens with stones, one of teh cops were injured. 
 
1.51 PM A few minutes ago, police used extensively tear gas and shock 
grenades in front of the plexiglass/metal wall that blockades Vas Sofias Av. 
the avenue next to th parliament, people were pushed away due to the 
chemical gas. 
 
People shout ‘Down with PASOK’s junta’ and ‘Cops, Pigs Murderers’. The 
streets are flooded literally, actually there is no marching because the 
entire centre of the city is a vast rally, people walk from the side walks 
towards the parliament. On Zalokosta st. and Akadimias riot police 
attacked to the municipal workers and taxi drivers with chemicals. 
 
1.50 PM First stun grenade in Syntagma. People here say there are clashes 
at the Polytechnic – the end of the demo is still there. 
www.occupiedlondon.org 

 

Appeal against Wal-Mart and Massmart merger  

 
 

 
 

Cosatu 20 October 2011 
 
Cape Town, October 20, 2011 - Court hearing commences today to 
determine whether the South African merger of Wal-Mart and Massmart 
can proceed, or whether the matter should be referred back to the 
Competition Tribunal for consideration. 
 
Three South African Government Ministries, supported by labour federation 
COSATU, are appealing based on their claim that the earlier Competition 



Tribunal proceedings were fundamentally flawed and are seeking a full 
rehearing of the matter. 
 
The Ministries' case will be followed by a hearing on the appeal entered by 
UNI Global Union affiliate and the union representing retail workers in 
South Africa, SACCAWU. 
 
SACCAWU presented new evidence to the court only days ago which shows 
that Massmart has already imported Wal-Mart's anti-union practices and 
that the company has already started growing its imports and reducing 
local sourcing, both of which are key factors under South Africa's merger 
approval regime.  
 
Philip Jennings, General Secretary, UNI Global Union said, "UNI stands side 
by side with SACCAWU and COSATU in this case. We welcome the 
Government's demands that the full story be told before this merger goes 
forward. We have opposed Wal-Mart's entry into South Africa because it 
will clearly threaten conditions in the retail sector, reduce jobs in the 
supply chain, and will have a negative impact on the wider economy and 
society as well." 
 
The unions are contesting the findings of the Competition Commission and 
Competition Tribunal on the grounds that proper consideration was not 
given to substantial evidence provided by labour, independent experts and 
government experts. The evidence of these experts pointed to clear 
concerns about Wal-Mart's track record of slashing jobs, destroying local 
economies and anti-union behaviour. 
 
South Africa's Economic Development Minister, Ebrahim Patel, Trade and 
Industry Minister, Rob Davies, and Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
Minister, Tina Joemat-Pettersson, have applied for a review of the 
acquisition. 
 
Michael Bride of North America's United Food and Commercial Workers 
Union (UFCW), who is attending the hearing in Cape Town stated, "We 
support the actions of the Government departments, COSATU and 
SACCAWU because we have seen the impact that the Wal-Mart business 
model can have on workers".  
 
Bride, who represents a 1.3 million member union based in Wal-Mart's 
homeland pointed to the disparity between what Wal-Mart told the 
Tribunal and what it is telling investors, stating "Wal-Mart has been 
assuring its investors - as recently as last week in Bentonville, Arkansas - 
that it will use its global muscle in areas like procurement to push costs 
down even further. It is difficult to reconcile this position with the claim 
that Wal-Mart will be good for South African suppliers, which is why the 
Appeals Court should not confirm the Tribunal's decision in its current 
form". 
 
The Competition Appeal court will hear both the review and appeal this 
week. October 24 has been set aside in case the appeal and review 
hearings are not fully completed by Friday. 
 
Notes to Editors: 
The Competition Appeals Court is the appellate body under South Africa's 
competition law regime. 
 
It will hear the case as appealed from the Competition Tribunal, which 
ruled in May 2011 that Wal-Mart could enter the South African market, 
subject to certain conditions. 



 
For more information, interviews or questions, please do not hesitate to 
contact: 
 
UFCW 
Contact: Michael Bride, Deputy Organizing Director for Global Strategies, 
UFCW 
Phone: +1 (202) 531-5669 
Email:mbride@ufcw.org 
 
SACCAWU 
Contact: Mike Abrahams, Head of Media, SACCAWU 
Phone: + 27 (0)11 403 8333 
Email:media@saccawu.org.za 
 
UNI-AFRICA 
Contact: Keith Jacobs, Campaigns & Organising Director, UNI-AFRICA 
Phone: + 27 (82) 650 6210 
Email: keith.jacobs@uniglobalunion.org 
 
UNI Global Union 
Contact: Richard Elliott, Deputy Director of Communications, UNI Global 
Union 
Phone: +41 223652130 
Email: Richard.Elliott@uniglobalunion.org 

 

ANC begins its secrecy law hearing process 

 
 

 
 

Business report 18 October 2011  
 
All nine of the African National Congress's (ANC) provincial caucuses will 
begin meeting this week to prepare programmes for that political party's 
public engagement process on the controversial Protection of State 
Information Bill.  
 
The ANC also remained adamant that the bill would be passed into law 
before the end of the current sitting of Parliament due to end in 
November.  
 
In September the ANC suddenly withdrew the so-called “secrecy bill” and 
said it would engage in a round of public consultations using its own party 
structures to allow for parties to give further input into the draft law.  
 
According to Tuesday's statement from ANC Chief Whip Mothole 
Motshekga's office an “inter-parliamentary” process would be used, by 
including the party's caucuses from the national, provincial and local 
authority spheres of government.  
 
However, the term inter-parliamentary does not mean that Parliament 
itself was involved and the public consultation process was outside the 
ambit of the national legislature.  
 
The statement said that the ANC's various caucuses would prepare 
programmes for its countrywide public engagement process on the bill.  
 
The North West hosted its caucus on Monday, October 17.  
 



The Free State caucus would be conducted on October 19, Gauteng on 
October 20, Limpopo on October 24, and Mpumalanga on October 27.  
 
All these meetings are closed to the media, which is normal for a political 
caucus. However, the statement said information relating to meetings of 
other provinces would be made available in due course.  
 
The statement said that the process of consultation and dissemination of 
the information through various media channels would ensure that as many 
people as possible, regardless of their political allegiance, get an 
opportunity to have a say on the draft legislation before it is passed into 
law. - I-Net Bridge  

 

Eskom: The power(less) connection 

 
 

 
 

Mail & Guardian 14 October 2011 
 
While Eskom nestles on a R50-billion pile of money, everyone from 
manufacturers to mines, small businesses and township residents are 
reeling as rising electricity prices hit home.  
 
The utility gave notice that the construction schedule of its massive 
Medupi power station is "at risk" as South Africa heads into 2012, the year 
in which Eskom forecast a nine- terawatt-hour energy gap, roughly the 
equivalent of 1 000 megawatts (MW) of base-load capacity.  
 
Eskom has R37.8-billion invested in securities such as South African 
government bonds and treasury bills, whereas a further R12-billion is held 
in cash and cash equivalents. The funds are earmarked for its mega-
expansion programme dominated by the construction of the massive 
Medupi and Kusile power plants, due to supply 4 764MW and 4 800MW, 
respectively. 
 
Eskom chief executive Brian Dames told the Mail & Guardian that its cash 
pile came from debt-raising and not from tariff increases. 
 
On Tuesday he voiced concerns in Parliament that the Medupi construction 
schedule was at risk, chiefly because of delays in the boiler contract -- 
specifically boiler unit six, the first unit of Medupi scheduled to go online 
next year. 
 
The boiler contract was controversially awarded to consortium Hitachi 
Power Africa, which includes a 25% shareholding by ANC investment 
vehicle Chancellor House. 
 
Dames said a delay was not a certainty because Eskom had received 
assurances from Hitachi Power Africa and its parent company in Japan that 
construction could be brought back on track. 
 
He said the problems had "nothing to do with Chancellor House"; instead 
they related to Hitachi Power Africa's relationship with some of the 
country's large construction firms, which it contracts. 
 
But the announcement will not surprise industry experts who have long 
suspected that Medupi, originally scheduled to be commissioned in  
June 2011, could be delayed. 
 



Integrated resource plan 
The country's integrated resource plan, published after work on Medupi 
began, was perhaps an indication that not even Eskom expected the 
station to come online by 2012. The plan, as Dames indicated in 
Parliament, made provision for Medupi to come online in 2013. 
 
But the concession that construction may be delayed has renewed criticism 
regarding Eskom's decision to opt for expensive mega-power plants rather 
than smaller "off-the-shelf" technology options.  
 
As the spectre of delay has loomed, so have questions regarding the cost of 
the completion of both Medupi and Kusile and how Eskom intends paying 
for it.  
 
When the construction was first announced, Medupi's price tag was widely 
reported as being about R70-billion and Kusile's R80-billion. The cost, 
including other items such as interest during construction, puts it closer to 
R125-billion and R142-billion, respectively. Speculation in the industry is 
that Medupi could, in fact, cost closer to R160-billion.  
 
According to Eskom's annual report this year, the overnight costs for 
Medupi, excluding interest, are R98.9-billion and R121-billion for Kusile.  
 
Dames said this was the first he had heard of the speculated figure of 
R160-billion. He nevertheless declined to give a figure for the cost of 
Medupi or Kusile, including interest during construction and items such as 
contractor claims.  
 
The utility was, however, watching these numbers very closely, he said, 
and did a quarterly analysis of the cost-to-completion figures.  
 
He said Eskom had ensured that any delays on the contracts had to be 
borne by the contractors themselves and that Eskom still needed to do a 
detailed assessment of the Medupi schedule to understand any possible 
impacts. 
 
He also defended Eskom's decision to opt for large customised power 
stations instead of smaller off-the-shelf technologies.  
 
'Significant benefits' 
Last week Reuters reported that Mozambique had granted approval to 
Indian-based company Jindal Power & Steel to build a 2 640MW coal-fired 
station at a cost of $3-billion. This amounts to roughly half the cost per 
megawatt of the likes of Medupi, excluding interest during construction.  
 
"We needed to build capacity to meet the growth needs of the country," 
said Dames. At the time the go-ahead was given for Medupi and Kusile, this 
constituted 9 000MW of new capacity, he explained.  
 
The decision to forego many smaller plants had "significant benefits", said 
Dames. Fewer mines were needed to secure coal for more power stations 
and the question of the environmental impacts and water supply for a 
larger number of smaller stations was avoided.  
 
In addition, the large stations, which are designed to last between 40 and 
50 years instead of 20 to 30, allowed for flexibility when it came to 
decommissioning power stations in the future. 
 
"The question is what will you replace these smaller stations [with] 20 
years from now?" he said. "We need to stagger the decommissioning of our 



power stations over their lifetime." 
 
The economic cost of the soaring power prices is finally beginning to be 
felt with the annual tariff increases of 25% for the three years between 
2010/2011 and 2012/2013, and Eskom's largest customers are warning that 
its tariff path is becoming unsustainable. 
 
"Medium and large companies are really hurting," said Stewart Jennings, 
who chairs the Manufacturing Circle.  
 
Many companies have done as much as they could to improve energy 
efficiency, such as running in off-peak times. But compounded by tough 
economic times, the rising electricity costs were the "straw that breaks the 
camels' back". 
 
Price hike 
Jennings pointed out that municipalities, from which many businesses 
bought their power, had also hiked electricity prices.  
 
The PG Group, of which Jennings is chief executive, had seen a 140% 
increase in its electricity bill in the past four years.  
 
The Energy Intensive Users' Group said in August that electricity prices 
threatened to become "overcooked" as the next round of tariff increases 
loomed.  
 
Eskom, meanwhile, has significantly improved its financial position 
following a rise in revenue to R91-billion on the back of tariff increases. 
Profit has hit R8.3-billion. The power utility has R37.8-billion invested in 
securities and a further R12-billion in cash, much of it gleaned from 
extensive borrowing and intended to pay for Eskom's capital expansion 
programme. 
 
But Eskom is spending on its expansion programme relatively slowly. 
According to a presentation given to Parliament this week, it has managed 
to spend only 42% of the R98.9-billion needed to complete construction of 
Medupi, and 20.6% of the spend needed to complete Kusile.  
 
But Dames argued that the money kept in securities did not come from 
customers but the debt markets. 
 
The decision to borrow so much and so quickly was designed to "pre-fund" 
the construction programme. Given the turmoil seen in global markets 
Eskom made the right decision, he said.  
 
"We wanted to ensure we have sufficient cash in hand to ensure that 
capital expenditure is done in a prudent manner, with no uncertainty and 
to avoid any delays," Dames told the M&G.  
 
Eskom was cognisant of the worries raised regarding the tariff prices.  
 
"But we have the second cheapest industrial electricity prices in the 
world," argued Dames.  
 
"Companies have benefited from cheap electricity prices for more than 
two decades. When companies complain [about competitiveness] we have 
to ask what they are doing," he said. 
 
Dames pointed out that Eskom's average charge for electricity was 40c per 
kilowatt. Municipalities are among its largest customers. "A lot of 



manufacturers are sitting at municipal level."  
 
Thembani Bukula, the member of the National Energy Regulator (Nersa) 
primarily responsible for electricity, told the M&G that the Energy 
Intensive Users' Group had approached Nersa with a position paper on the 
price path issue. 
 
"We are reaching the stage where energy users are feeling the pinch and 
this may require us to look again at the differential between the Eskom 
and municipal tariffs," he said. 
 
It was an open secret that municipalities were using electricity to cross-
subsidise other services, he said, but Nersa had focused on getting 
municipalities to improve efficiencies in their operations, such as reducing 
operating costs, when it made recommendations on tariff increases. 
 
Don't blame us for delays, says Hitachi Power Africa 
Hitachi Power Africa has acknowledged delays in the progress of unit six of 
Medupi power station, which is the first unit due to go online in 2012. 
 
Despite Eskom chief executive Brian Dames saying a delay in the 
commissioning of Medupi's first unit was not necessarily a certainty, the 
Mail & Guardian has learnt that Medupi could be delayed by a possible six 
months. This puts its commissioning closer to May 2013, in line with the 
provisions of the integrated resource plan. 
 
Hitachi indicated in a statement that it had been grappling with difficulties 
over the last year. 
 
"Numerous issues and instances, often complex, which are not all 
attributable to Hitachi, have given cause to the delay that is being 
experienced in the delivery of the first boiler," it said this week. 
 
"Hitachi, together with its subcontractors and partners, has grappled with 
these issues over the past year and has implemented numerous 
interventions to deliver the first unit at the earliest possible date." 
 
One of these subcontractors is construction giant Murray & Roberts, but 
the company referred all queries to Hitachi.  
 
At the beginning of this year Murray & Roberts alleged that delayed 
payments from Eskom for the Medupi project contributed to its poor 
interim financial results, something Eskom roundly denied.  
 
Hitachi said it had given Eskom its commitment and assurance that all 
necessary interventions were being done to bring the boilers online within 
agreed time frames. 
 
Dames pinpointed the problems in the design and construction of the steel 
framework, which surrounds the boiler unit and supports auxiliary 
equipment for the boiler, such as pipes.  
mg.co.za 

 

Nestle workers under brutal attack by management 

 
  
Asad Patafi (PTUDC Multan) 12 October 2011 



 
Nestle Management in Kabirwala, near Khanewal, have attacked the workers 
for raising their voice against tyranny. The official of the Police, Judiciary and 
Local Administration are slavishly following the orders of their capitalist 
masters. 
 
Six false criminal cases have been registered against the union leadership in 
which 81 workers are accused; while a further 120 people are unnamed in 
these cases. This allows the police to arrest as many people as they can on the 
excuse of doubt. Sixteen workers were arrested by the authorities and sent to 
jail but 12 were later released due to pressure of the workers’ movement. 
 
The "crime" of these workers has been simply to raise their voices against 
illegal sacking of workers that had not been reinstated despite a court order. 
The union leadership is also being harassed by Nestle management using 
various traditional tactics and manoeuvres of divide and rule, but the workers 
are fighting back and defying the bosses with their unity. Some people inside 
the union were bought off by the authorities but the workers have stayed 
united and are fighting and keeping the struggle going with their passion and 
patience. 
 
Hundreds of workers blocked the Khanewal Kabirwala Road and then the 
Multan Lahore Motorway for 8 hours after which 12 of the 16 jailed workers 
were released on bail, but more cases are being prepared by the authorities to 
confuse and terrorise the workers. 
 
The Pakistan Trade Union Defence Campaign strongly condemns the brutal 
methods of the administration and declares its complete solidarity with the 
workers of Nestle Kabirwala. We appeal to workers of Pakistan and the whole 
world to raise their voice against the Nestle administration and express their 
solidarity with the victimised workers. An injury to one is an Injury to all. 
 
We demand the release of all the workers immediately and an end to all false 
cases. 
Reinstate all sacked workers with all benefits. 
Nationalise Nestle under the democratic control of the workers. 
www.marxist.com 

 

Egypt Christians vent fury after clashes kill 25 

 
 

 
 

Tamim Elyan and Shaimaa Fayed 12 October 2011 
 
(Reuters) - Egypt's Coptic Christians turned their fury against the army on 
Monday after at least 25 people were killed when troops broke up a 
protest, deepening public doubts about the military's ability to steer the 
country peacefully toward democracy. 
 
In the worst violence since Hosni Mubarak was ousted, armored vehicles 
sped into a crowd late on Sunday to crack down on a protest near Cairo's 
state television. 
 
Online videos showed mangled bodies. Activists said some people were 
crushed by wheels. 
 
Tension between Muslims and minority Coptic Christians has simmered for 
years but has worsened since the anti-Mubarak revolt, which gave freer 
rein to Salafist and other strict Islamist groups that the former president 



had repressed. 
 
But much of the anger from Sunday's violence targeted the army, accused 
by politicians from all sides of aggravating social tensions through a clumsy 
response to street violence and not giving a clear timetable for handing 
power to civilians. 
 
Late on Monday, thousands marched from Cairo's main cathedral to the 
Coptic hospital where most of the wounded were treated, calling for 
religious unity and the removal of the head of the ruling military council, 
Field Marshal Mohamed Hussein Tantawi. 
 
"Why didn't they do this with the Salafists or the Muslim Brotherhood when 
they organize protests? This is not my country any more," Alfred Younan, a 
Copt, said near the hospital. 
 
Church leaders called for three days of fasting "for peace to return to 
Egypt." 
 
The military council told the interim government to investigate the clashes 
urgently and said it would take necessary measures to maintain security, 
state TV said. 
 
"This is a huge crisis that could end in a civil clash. It could end in dire 
consequences," said presidential hopeful Amr Moussa. "An immediate 
investigation committee must be formed, with immediate results." 
 
The clashes overshadow Egypt's first parliamentary poll since Mubarak fell. 
Voting starts on November 28. 
 
"One big problem Egypt faces now is that, increasingly, there is no one in 
power with the authority and credibility to calm the situation down," said 
a senior Western diplomat. 
 
"After (Sunday's) events, there is an increasing risk that the military will 
come into conflict with the people. The authority of the prime minister is 
dangerously eroded. None of the presidential candidates yet has the 
standing." 
 
AGITATORS 
Christians make up 10 percent of Egypt's roughly 80 million people. They 
took to the streets after accusing Muslim radicals of partially demolishing a 
church in Aswan province last week. 
 
They also demanded the sacking of the province's governor for failing to 
protect the building. 
 
On Monday, mourners packed the Abbasiya cathedral, where Coptic Pope 
Shenouda prayed over candle-lit coffins of the dead. Many wept and 
chanted slogans calling for Tantawi to step down. 
 
The congregation wailed as some held aloft bloodstained shirts and 
trousers. "With our souls and blood we sacrifice ourselves for the cross," 
they cried. 
 
Some protesters said agitators, whom they described as thugs, sparked 
violence that prompted the heavy-handed tactics. 
 
The Health Ministry said 25 people were killed and 329 wounded, including 
more than 250 who were taken to hospital. 



 
Mina Magdy, a doctor at the hospital, said it had dealt with 17 fatalities. 
Fourteen of the deaths were due to bullet wounds and three were killed 
when vehicles ran over them, he said. 
 
Streets near the state television building had been largely cleared of 
debris on Sunday, but smashed and burned vehicles lined streets in the 
area near the Coptic hospital, which was also the scene of violence 
overnight. 
 
Prime Minister Essam Sharaf, appearing on state TV in the early hours of 
Monday, said the government's attempts to build a modern, democratic 
state were being disrupted by security concerns and talk of plots against 
democracy. 
 
"We will not surrender to these malicious conspiracies and we will not 
accept reverting back," he said before the interim cabinet met and 
launched an investigation into the violence. 
 
Justice Minister Mohamed Abdel Aziz el-Guindy said the investigation and 
any trials would be handled by military courts. State newspaper Al Ahram 
said 15 people were being investigated. State media had said dozens were 
detained. 
 
GROWING FRUSTRATION 
The United States urged restraint and said the rights of minorities and the 
universal rights of peaceful protest and religious freedom must be 
respected. 
 
"These tragic events should not stand in the way of timely elections and a 
continued transition to democracy that is peaceful, just and inclusive," the 
White House said in a statement. 
 
European Union ministers expressed alarm and said the authorities had a 
duty to protect religious minorities. 
 
The clashes add to the growing frustration of pro-democracy activists with 
the generals who took over from Mubarak. Many Egyptians suspect the 
army wants to wield power from behind the scenes even as it hands day-
to-day government to civilians. 
 
The army council denies this. 
 
It has yet to announce a date for a presidential election. A staggered 
parliamentary vote that lasts till March followed by drawing up a new 
constitution could push the vote back to the end of 2012 or early 2013, 
leaving presidential powers in the hands of the military council until then. 
 
Presidential candidate Moussa and other presidential hopefuls have 
demanded a swifter presidential vote on April 1. Moussa told Reuters it 
was important that the violence did not derail the election timetable. 
 
Christians complain of discrimination, citing rules that they say make it 
easier to build a mosque than a church. Tensions have often in the past 
flared over inter-faith romantic relationships, church building and other 
issues. 
 
Protests erupted elsewhere in Egypt including its second biggest city, 
Alexandria. Copts say promises by the new rulers to address their concerns 
and protect them have been ignored. 



 
"The new emerging faction of Islamists and Salafists has created havoc 
since the January revolution ... The problem is the severe reluctance of 
the cabinet and the authorities to enforce the rule of law and protect the 
Copts," said Youssef Sidhom, editor in chief of Orthodox Coptic newspaper 
al-Watani. 
 
The cabinet said a fact-finding committee would probe the violence in 
Cairo and Aswan and laws would be changed to punish religious and other 
discrimination with prison terms and fines. 
 
It said a committee would speed up the drafting of a new unified law 
regulating places of worship. Christians have complained that mosques are 
far easier to build than churches. 
 
Investors, who Egypt is desperate to attract to plug a deep funding 
shortfall, sold Egyptian shares, pushing the benchmark index down. The 
index closed down 2.3 percent. 
 
(Additional reporting by, Maha El Dahan, Shaimaa Fayed, Dina Zayed and 
Tom Pfeiffer in Cairo, David Brunnstrom in Luxembourg and Laura MacInnis 
in Washington; Writing by Edmund Blair; Editing by Maria Golovnina) 
www.reuters.com 
 
Egyptians Chant "Muslims Christians Are One" as Military Viciously 
Attacks Protest 
TRNN Report: Angry protestors call for overthrow of the Egyptian military 
regime as many are killed by Army  

 

Marches and ministry occupations across Athens 

 
 

 
 

occupiedlondon.org 11 October 2011 
 
Tuesday 11/10 starts with marches of the employees in Athens central 
hospitals. Workers in Sortiria and General State hospitals are marching 
towards the parliament from Vas. Sofias Av. while the workers of Red Cross 
Hospital are marching there through Stadiou st. The two first hospitals are 
occupied by the employees.  
 
The workers in the municipalities have occupied several municipal 
buildings all around the country and the landfills of Athens are blockaded 
so rubbish are not collected, workers in the municipalities are about to 
start their march at 12:00 GMT+2. The same time primary and high school 
teachers are having a rally in Klathmonos Sq.  
 
Premises of several government’s ministries are occupied e.g. ministries of 
education, the home office and buildings that house services of the 
ministry of finance, while the central building of state-owned Agricultural 
Bank in Panepistimiou st. are as well occupied by the workers of the bank.  
 
The workers of the state-owned company Oil refineries are blockading the 
premises of the company and have decided for a non-stop strike (at least 
for 10 days) so petrol stations all around the country have long queues of 
cars. The entire union of workers in petroleum, oil refineries and chemical 
industry are on strike.  
 
In Thessaloniki workers occupied the Company of Water and Sewing of the 



city along several municipal buildings. 
 
Yesterday the government in a very provocative movement announced the 
bail out of one more bank the Proton Bank for more than 800.000.000 Euro 
of public money.  
www.occupiedlondon.org 

 

Engen on fire 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Pupils hospitalised after refinery blaze 
Tony Carnie 11 October 2011 
 
More than 100 primary school children were taken to hospital on Monday – 
some struggling for breath, others with itchy skin and eyes – after being 
splattered by airborne droplets of crude oil and a cloud of smoke and soot 
from another fire at the Engen fuel refinery in South Durban.  
 
Wentworth Hospital manager Suriya Kader said 101 children from Settlers 
Primary School in Merebank and 10 adults had been brought in with signs 
or symptoms of dizziness, itchiness, headaches and sore eyes.  
 
About 20 of the children were treated with allergy medication, headache 
pills or calamine lotion, while two were nebulised because of breathing 
problems.  
 
None were admitted, however, and most did not require medical 
treatment.  
 
Meanwhile, the refinery remained closed late yesterday after flames 
erupted from a crude oil distillation unit, which caught fire just before 
11am.  
 
Refinery manager Kamal Bahrin Ahmad said it had taken 20 minutes for 
Engen firemen to bring the fire under control. No staff had been injured.  
 
There have been several fires at the refinery in the past few years, 
including a petrol tank which burned for 58 hours after being struck by 
lightning in November 2007.  
 
The latest fire has also sparked new calls from local community groups for 
a government commission of inquiry into safety issues and maintenance at 
the refinery.  
 
Anna-Lydia Pillay, an 11-year-old pupil at the school in Lakhimpur Road, 
said that many pupils were outside during break when they saw a cloud of 
dark smoke.  
 
Along with several other pupils seen by The Mercury at Wentworth 
Hospital, Anna-Lydia’s white school clothes were stained with blotches of 
an oily substance carried downwind to the school, less than a kilometre 
from the refinery fence.  
 
“Some of the kids were getting oxygen from paramedics and others were 
feeling sick. Our noses were burning and our eyes were watering. I’m still 
feeling a bit shaken up and my skin was also very itchy from the black 



drops which came in the air,” Anna- Lydia said.  
 
Her mother, Charmain Andreoli, said it was “high time” that something 
was done to improve safety and reduce environmental pollution from the 
refinery.  
 
Desmond D’sa, of the South Durban Community Environmental Alliance, 
said the latest fire was an indictment against both Engen and government 
health and safety officials.”  
 
Ahmad said it was too early to say what had caused the fire.  
 
“We regret any inconvenience or discomfort caused  
www.iol.co.za 

 
 
Engen officials have confirmed that a fire has broken out at the refinery 
south of Durban.  
Tamlyn Canham and Thozama Mbili 10 October 2011 
 
The company's Herb Payne says the blaze started in the crude unit about 
half an hour ago.  
 
He says emergency officials are at the scene and there are no injuries.  
 
Bluff resident, Ronika Dundee, says she can can see thick black smoke and 
flames. 
 
"I was coming along Tara Road and I saw this mass of smoke going towards 
the old airport. It was almost as thick as when we had the last tanker fire. 
I drove down to the Tara Road football grounds and you can actually see 
the flames as well, they're quite huge," she said. 
 
"Surely the siren should have gone off? It's actually scary, I am shaking I am 
so angry with them, because we're so tired of all this nonsense now."  
 
Payne says people shouldn't panic as the situation is under control. 
(Photo: Courtesy Mark van Wyk)  

 

Burmese firm gets SA exploration right 

 
 

 
 

Craig Mckune (Mail & Guardian) 7 October 2011 
 
South Africa has handed an offshore petroleum exploration right to a  
company reportedly tied to the military junta that has ruled Burma  
brutally for nearly half a century. 
 
The company, Silver Wave Energy, is pursuing other mineral concessions  
in South Africa, including access to petroleum deposits off the south  
coast and diamond and gold resources. 
 
An opposing bid for the same concession was rejected during the same  
month that President Jacob Zuma received gifts, gems and artwork from  
Burma's ambassador to South Africa at the time, Tin Oo Lwin. 
 
Two months later, Lwin gave both Zuma and Deputy President Kgalema  



Motlanthe calendars and sculptures. 
 
Silver Wave is registered in Singapore, but the /Mail & Guardian/  
understands a Burmese man, Min Min Aung, owns it. An employee at the  
company's office in Rangoon confirmed this. 
 
Aung's relationship with Burma's generals is unclear, but it has been  
widely reported by campaigners and international media that Aung and his  
company are close to the junta. 
 
Indeed, Silver Wave's history of access to Burma's large petroleum  
deposits makes it clear that it has a cosy relationship with the regime. 
 
Favoured 
The company was one of a handful favoured after the country began to  
relax its nationalisation policies in 2004. Before that, the state-owned  
Myanmar Oil and Gas Enterprise (Moge) was responsible for Burma's  
exploration and production. 
 
In 2006 and 2007, Silver Wave signed "production-sharing contracts" with  
Moge for two petroleum blocks there. In the first case it partnered with  
the Gas Authority of India to explore an area offshore of Burma. 
 
At the time Silver Wave was reported to have been party to investment  
negotiations between Burma's energy minister and officials from the  
Russian state of Kalmykia. 
 
Three months later Silver Wave and Moge signed another  
production-sharing contract, this time in partnership with Kalmykia, to  
explore for petroleum in Burma's Hukaung Valley. 
 
Other significant beneficiaries of Burma's petroleum resources include  
another Russian company and four Chinese companies, three of them  
state-owned. 
 
Russia, China and South Africa have something else in common besides the  
Burmese petroleum relations -- all three countries voted in 2007 to  
defeat a draft resolution before the United Nations Security Council  
calling for Burma to release political prisoners, respect human rights  
and embrace democracy. 
 
Tugela Basin 
The Petroleum Agency of South Africa (Pasa) awarded the exploration  
right to Silver Wave in May this year. The company will use sonar to  
explore for oil and gas deposits over an 8 000km2 area of the Tugela  
Basin, offshore of Durban and Richards Bay. 
 
The company had applied for the concession as part of Pasa's gazetted  
2009 licence round. The only opposing bidder was Pandreco, based in the  
United Kingdom, which applied for a "technical co-operation permit"  
instead of an exploration right. 
 
Pandreco's bid was rejected in October 2009. 
 
According to documents the /M&G/ obtained using South African access to  
information legislation, the bid was rejected because an exploration  
right application trumped a technical co-operation permit "as it was  
provided in the bid document". 
 
Silver Wave then completed its environmental management programme, 



and  
this was accepted in a record of decision signed by Pasa chief executive  
Mthozami Xiphu in September 2010, paving the way for the award. 
 
Speaking to the /M&G/, Silver Wave director Lee Kong Lin said: "We own a  
couple of oil concessions in Australia, Myanmar [Burma] and South Africa." 
 
They also owned a shipyard and a gold mine in Burma, he said. 
 
Very good relationships 
The company "came to know about the potential in South Africa" through a 
friend, who Lin declined to name. He said Silver Wave had "very good  
relationships with the government bodies" in South Africa, but were not  
"politically involved". He said a "private citizen" owned Silver Wave,  
but would not disclose the name or nationality. 
 
However, an employee at the company's Rangoon office, whose identity is  
known to the /M&G/, confirmed Min Min Aung "is the 100% owner". He  
added: "We are going to get more blocks in South Africa." 
 
Xiphu denied any political influence in Silver Wave being awarded the  
exploration right and he said the agency had not been aware of the Burma  
link. 
 
He confirmed that Silver Wave had "expressed interest in available  
acreage on our south coast. They are certainly interested in investing  
more in SA." 
 
In an email, apparently sent to the /M&G/ in error, Lin asked eagerly  
for "excellent contacts" in South African diamond and gold operations,  
"other mineral resources" and "oil/gas concessions in Chad and other  
countries in Africa". 
 
He did not respond to questions about this. 
 
Neither Zuma nor the embassy responded to queries. 
 
Motlanthe's spokesperson said: "Motlanthe never sought to influence the  
adjudication process. 
mg.co.za 

 

China's big economic stick 

 
 

 
 

No Dalai Lama allowed 
Charles Molele (Mail & Guardian) 7 October 2011 
 
The Chinese government is increasingly using economic pressure to bully 
foreign governments into not meeting the Tibetan spiritual leader, the 
Dalai Lama, according to a recent study by two German economists.  
 
In their research paper, "Paying a Visit: The 'Dalai Lama Effect' on 
International Trade", Andrea Fuchs and Nils-Hendrik Klann wrote: 
"Meetings of a head of state or head of government with the Dalai Lama 
lead to a reduction of exports to China by 8.1% or 16.9% on average, 
depending on the estimation technique used." 
 
The economists said that the effect was mainly driven by reduced exports 



of machinery and transport equipment. However, it disappeared in the 
second year after a meeting took place. 
 
Fuchs and Klann cited several examples of how China had used its 
economic muscle to punish countries that had invited the Dalai Lama to 
visit. 
 
"The growing assertiveness of the Chinese administration towards foreign 
dignitaries' meetings with the Tibetan leader reflects China's rising 
economic power. As such, this growing economic power provides China 
with the leverage needed to advance its political interests," they said. 
 
Economic and diplomatic relations between China and France began 
deteriorating, they said, after President Nicholas Sarkozy met the Dalai 
Lama in spite of threats from Chinese authorities should they do so. 
 
France was crossed off the travel agenda of two Chinese trade delegations 
in 2009. In the same year, Chinese Prime Minister Wen Jiabao did not pay a 
state visit to France during his trip to Europe. 
 
Asked to comment on the itinerary of his European tour, Jiabao was 
quoted as saying: "I looked at a map of Europe on the plane. My trip goes 
around France. We all know why."  
 
Wrath of the Chinese 
The United States had also suffered the wrath of the Chinese since 
President Barack Obama met the Dalai Lama in February last year. The 
economists said the move soured relations with China, which undermined 
the US's recovery from the current economic crisis. 
 
 
CONTINUES BELOW  
 
 
 
Recent meetings between the Dalai Lama and leaders in Mexico, the 
United Kingdom, Italy, Mongolia and Germany had also damaged relations 
with the Asian giant. 
 
"With the rapidly increasing size of the Chinese economy, the asymmetry 
of trade between China and its trading partners is shifting in China's 
favour," said Fuchs and Klann. 
 
"This development enables China to enforce political compliance among its 
trading partners to an ever increasing extent." 
 
This week, political commentators said this could explain why the South 
African government was apparently poised to reject the Dalai Lama's visa 
application to attend Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu's 80th birthday 
celebrations -- apparently it was afraid of a Chinese backlash that could 
have resulted in billions of rands in investments being halted or reduced.  
 
The Mail & Guardian was told by reliable sources that China could have put 
pressure on President Jacob Zuma's administration not to issue the visa 
because it would "harm trade ties with China".  
 
"In this saga, we had to put our national interests first," said a government 
source. "We have a lot invested in China and support the one-China policy. 
Are we prepared to compromise that by taking an unprincipled action and 
supporting Tibet's secession from China? No." 



 
Zuma visited China for the first time in August last year, accompanied by a 
300-strong business delegation, and signed a comprehensive strategic 
partnership with the country that would result in more than R100-billion 
invested in South Africa over five years to support projects in culture, 
education, media, health, tourism and financial services. 
 
Last week, Deputy President Kgalema Motlanthe raised more than R20-
billion of investment during his visit to Beijing as part of the partnership. 
Motlanthe has denied accusations that he was put under pressure by 
Beijing not to grant the visa to the Dalai Lama. 
 
But Tutu insisted during his press conference on Tuesday that South Africa 
had bowed to pressure from Beijing. 
 
Penalties 
Matthew McDonald, a research analyst at the Centre for Chinese Studies in 
Cape Town, said China was resolute in its stance of non-interference and 
countries that invited the Dalai Lama were slapped with severe penalties. 
 
"France has suffered contract cancellations and several African states have 
also incurred penalties," said McDonald. "This is something that should not 
be the case if we are thinking about a partnership of equals. Pretoria 
would be ill-advised to alienate Beijing." 
 
However, McDonald said proper publicity management would have clarified 
that this was a private visit to a private South African citizen and that 
under "our laws, such things are permissible and not state related".  
 
"South Africa, regardless of its friendship towards China, does have a 
sovereign foreign policy and should not be afraid to explain it.  
 
"Where is an independent South African foreign policy here?" 
 
The Dalai Lama cancelled his trip to South Africa on Tuesday after lengthy 
prevarication by the South African authorities over whether to grant him a 
visa to enter the country, sparking an international furore that has left 
many people questioning the bona fides of the ANC's solidarity with people 
seeking national liberation.  
 
Tutu invited the Tibetan spiritual leader, a fellow Nobel Peace Prize 
winner, to give an inaugural peace lecture as part of celebrations for his 
80th birthday on Friday. 
 
The Desmond Tutu Peace Centre has not given up hope of inviting the 
Tibetan leader and wrote an open letter to Motlanthe on Thursday on the 
issue.  
 
Asked on Tuesday whether the government would have given the Dalai 
Lama a visa if he had not cancelled his visit, Motlanthe was quoted in the 
Star as saying: "Of course, he has been here before. I don't see why it 
should be an issue at all." 
 
Statistics show that, by the end of July 2011, China had already invested 
$4.2-billion in South Africa and had raised the country's credit line to $20-
billion. 
 
Zuma, ANC hurt by Tutu utterances 
President Jacob Zuma and his Cabinet ministers were hurt and "disturbed" 
by Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu's virulent attack on the ANC 



government over the Dalai Lama saga, according to Lindiwe Zulu, Zuma's 
special adviser on international relations. 
 
Reacting to the Dalai Lama's cancellation of his intended trip after South 
Africa's protracted failure to grant a visa, Tutu angrily told a media 
conference that the ANC government was worse than its apartheid 
counterpart and that he would pray for its downfall. 
 
Said Zulu in an interview on Wednesday: "Tutu, whom we all respect for 
his contribution to the struggle, even if he is not a member of the ANC, has 
disappointed us in the way he responded. 
 
"We find it unacceptable that he could equate this government to the 
apartheid regime, which was racist, oppressive and committed crimes 
against humanity …  
 
"Everyone is disturbed by what he said about government and the ANC and 
asking themselves if he could really say the things he said, even if he was 
angry."  
 
But Zulu said that the government and the ANC would "find the time and 
space to meet Tutu and engage him about the issues surrounding the visa 
debacle and his comments". 
 
"We want to find out from him if this is about the Dalai Lama or something 
much more than this." 
 
She said she wondered whether "the hype he has created" was in the best 
interests of South Africa. 
 
Zulu said "not once did the government ever say we are not issuing the 
visa. 
 
"The government has a right to process visas and raise questions if there 
are issues with the application. 
 
"But, I repeat, we never said we are not giving the Dalai Lama the visa."  
 
During his visit to South Africa, the Dalai Lama was set to deliver a lecture 
on peace and compassion at the University of the Witwatersrand in 
Johannesburg. 
 
On Thursday, there were frantic attempts to persuade him to deliver a 
lecture at the University of Western Cape on Saturday through a video link. 
 
"Our government is worse than the apartheid government, because at least 
you were expecting it from the apartheid government," Tutu said at a news 
conference in Cape Town earlier this week. 
 
"We will pray as we prayed for the downfall of the apartheid government; 
we will pray for the downfall of a government that misrepresents us." 
 
Tutu had invited the Tibetan spiritual leader, a fellow Nobel Peace Prize 
winner, to give an inaugural peace lecture as part of celebrations for 
Tutu's 80th birthday on Friday 
The Dalai Lama announced what he called his retirement from politics in 
March this year.  
 



 

Unions join Wall Street protests 

 
 

 
 

Ellen Wulfhorst 6 October 2011 
 
New York - Labour unions including nurses and transit workers planned to 
join an anti-Wall Street march on Wednesday through New York's financial 
district, and some college students walked out of classes in solidarity with 
the growing protest movement.  
 
The American Federation of State County and Municipal Employees, 
Communications Workers of America and the Amalgamated Transit Union 
said they would be joining the protesters voicing discontent and anger over 
high unemployment, home foreclosures and the 2008 corporate bailouts.  
 
The nation's largest union of nurses, National Nurses United, also said it 
would take part in the New York march, set for late afternoon in 
downtown Manhattan.  
 
Students on college campuses added their voices, with walkouts scheduled 
on Wednesday at 75 universities across the nation.  
 
“We stand in solidarity with those protesting Wall Street's greed,” said 
Gerald McEntee, president of the 1.6 million-member AFSCME union, in a 
statement. “The economy that has wrecked so many lives, obliterated 
jobs, and left millions of Americans homeless and hopeless is the fault of 
banks that gamble with our future.”  
 
The protests began in New York on September 17 and have spread to Los 
Angeles, Baltimore, Philadelphia, Tampa, St. Louis and other cities across 
the nation. A protest in planned in Washington on Thursday. In New York, 
more than 700 people were arrested on Saturday when demonstrators 
blocked traffic lanes on the Brooklyn Bridge while attempting an 
unauthorised march.  
 
Nurses in Boston planned to rally in support of the Occupy Boston protest 
on Wednesday, according to the Massachusetts Nurses Association website. 
Boston protesters have set up a makeshift camp in the financial district, 
with tents pitched across from the Federal Reserve Bank of Boston 
building.  
 
Retired teacher Frank Mello, 69, said he joined the Boston movement to 
“demonstrate that we are stronger when we are united and Wall Street is 
as powerful as we allow them to be”.  
 
In Chicago, where dozens of protesters have gathered at the heart of the 
financial district every day, banging drums and holding up signs, office 
worker Tom McClurg, 52, said on Wednesday was the first day he had 
joined the group.  
 
“I'm hoping it's going to raise awareness here of people's opposition to 
domination by financial interest of their elected representatives,” he said, 
adding, “I think there are a million times more people not here who are 
sympathetic.”  
 
The New York protests have grown bolder since they started. While the 
demonstrations have been largely peaceful, there have been occasional 
scuffles and some protesters have challenged police.  



 
Camped out in Zuccotti Park in downtown Manhattan, the New York 
protesters have sometimes been dismissed by Wall Street passersby or cast 
in the mainstream media as naive students and mischief makers without 
realistic goals. Members of the group have vowed to stay through the 
winter. - Reuters  
 

 

Greece hit by new 24-hour general strike over austerity 

 
 

 
 

A 24-hour general strike is underway in Greece against the nation's 
austerity measures. 
BBC News 5 October 2011 
 
Flights and ferry services are expected to be cancelled, schools will be 
closed and hospitals will be working with reduced staff. 
 
Greece's biggest unions will want a huge turn-out to prove that resistance 
is still strong. 
 
Some militant civil servants are promising to sabotage government 
reforms. 
 
It is the first general strike since the government announced an emergency 
property tax and the suspension of 30,000 public sector staff last month. 
 
The strike comes as eurozone finance ministers have delayed a decision on 
giving Greece its next instalment of bailout cash. 
 
They announced the delay on Monday, after Greece said it would not meet 
this year's deficit cutting plan. 
 
The government admitted that the budget deficit will stand at 8.5% this 
year, rather than the 7.5% target.  
 
Continue reading the main story  
Analysis 
 
Mark Lowen 
 
BBC News, Athens 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
This is expected to be the biggest show of force from Greece's public 
sector workers in many weeks.  
 
For the first time this year, air traffic controllers will stop work for 24 
hours, causing major disruption at Athens airport, while many hospitals 
and schools will also close. 
 
Public anger against the austerity measures is growing but the government 
says it will stay its course.  
 
It is, though, a race against time, as this country rushes to implement deep 
structural reforms and public sector cuts to avoid defaulting on its debt: 
something that could spread contagion throughout the global economy. 
Finance Minister Evangelos Venizelos said on Tuesday that the government 



had enough cash to pay pensions, salaries and bondholders until mid-
November. 
 
Greece had previously said it needed more money by mid-October to avoid 
a default. 
 
The government's austerity measures are hugely unpopular and have led to 
a wave of strikes and protests. 
 
On Tuesday, protesters again blocked the entrance to several government 
departments including the finance and transport ministries. 
 
Protesters say the austerity drive is deepening the recession and is stunting 
Greece's growth.  
 
Greece's economy will shrink 5.5% this year.  
 
They said the government's measures were hampering Greece's ability to 
grow out of recession and stopping Greece from being able to reduce its 
government debt itself. 
www.bbc.co.uk 

 

 

High Noon for Internet Freedom 

 
 

 
 

 
Tim Karr 30 September 2011 
 
As democracy movements worldwide struggle to speak out via the 
Internet, many here in the U.S. may have overlooked an effort in Congress 
to undermine this basic freedom. 
 
It takes the form of an arcane "resolution of disapproval" now wending its 
way through the Senate. If it passes, the resolution would void a recent 
Federal Communications Commission rule that seeks to preserve long-held 
Internet standards that protect users against blocking and censorship. 
 
The resolution would remove these protections. It was put forth by 
industry-funded members of Congress who don't mind letting the few 
corporations who sell Internet access in America decide what we get to 
see, hear and read on the Internet. 
 
These senators are also hoping the resolution will appease the most 
paranoid among the Tea Party faithful, who equate any consumer 
safeguard put in place during the Obama era with myriad and shadowy 
government plots. 
 
Rep. Marsha Blackburn (R-Tenn.), who pushed a similar measure through 
the House earlier this year, stoked these fears when she said, "the FCC is 
in essence building an Internet Iron Curtain that will restrict more of our 
freedom." 
 
Blackburn's rhetoric puts her and other supporters of the resolution far 
outside of themainstream of Americans, who believe that neither the 
government nor corporations should be able to censor lawful content 
online. 



 
If Congress succeeds in passing this measure, it will go well beyond 
deciding whether the FCC's recent rules are appropriate. The resolution 
will prohibit the agency from engaging in any effort to protect Internet 
freedom. The move opens the path for corporations eager to take a 
wrecking ball to the open architecture that has made the Internet a great 
equalizer for all users. 
 
Lobbyists and lawyers working for the likes of AT&T, Comcast and Verizon 
have argued that these companies need to take control of your clicks in 
order to more efficiently--and profitably--manage the abundance of user-
driven innovations online. They promise to be good stewards of this unruly 
medium if only regulators would take away the one network protection 
that ensures everyone's right to connect with everyone else on the 
Internet. 
 
That's not what the Internet's founders intended. They built the network to 
be free of gatekeepers, giving each user equal access to all the legal 
content and applications online. 
 
These engineers couldn't have envisioned that this open design would, in a 
relatively short time, evolve to make the network a potent political tool 
for freedom movements and democratic organizing worldwide. 
 
But it has. Think of the explosion of Internet organizing and political 
expression that has swept the world in 2011, from Tunisia to Tehran to 
Beijing, and is now being embraced in America by protesters determined 
to Occupy Wall Street. 
 
Americans cherish freedom of speech as much as people across North 
Africa, the Middle East and Asia. An open Internet allows all sides of 
contentious issues to be heard by anyone who chooses to listen. It opens 
up a global pipeline for protest movements, a window for millions to 
witness injustices and a platform upon which to organize for a better 
future. 
 
So ask yourself this. Do you want Congress to surrender your right to 
choose online to a company whose sole motive is to generate as much 
profit as possible? Do you want to wipe away the only protection that 
prevents any entity--be it corporate or government--from blocking our 
right to connect with one another? 
 
The hardliners in Congress who support this resolution have joined in a 
pact with powerful Internet providers and free-market extremists to kill 
off your most fundamental online right. 
 
It's now up to us users to use the open Internet to reclaim it. 
www.commondreams.org 
© 2011 SavetheInternet.com 
 
As the Campaign Director for Free Press and SavetheInternet.com, Karr 
oversees campaigns on public broadcasting and noncommercial media, 
fake news and propaganda, journalism in crisis, and the future of the 
Internet. Before joining Free Press, Tim served as executive director of 
MediaChannel.org and vice president of Globalvision New Media and the 
Globalvision News Network. 

 



KZN’s ‘horror’ factories exposed 

 
 

 
 

Simone Samuels 30 September 2011 
 
Life-threatening and un- hygienic working conditions and flagrant disregard 
for the law put Newcastle’s clothing industry under the spotlight again 
when officials inspected 12 of the area’s “worst” factories on Thursday.  
 
The inspections, sparked by numerous complaints from the South African 
Clothing and Textile Workers Union (Sactwu), found gross violations with 
the basic conditions of employment, health and safety measures, as well 
as employment equity standards, said Jay Anand, communications manager 
for the department of labour.  
 
Abey Rasepae, provincial control inspector for the department in KwaZulu-
Natal said: “Some of the contra- ventions included emergency exits not 
being demarcated, no electrical certificates available for electrical 
installations and no soap or toilet paper being placed in toilets.  
 
In one instance it was found that only one toilet was shared by almost 60 
male and female employees.”  
 
Anand said in one factory, boxes of off-cuts of material had been left in 
the toilet to be used as toilet paper.  
 
Factories had been operating with no fire fighting equipment, first-aiders, 
first-aid boxes and inadequate medical supplies.  
 
Operations in another factory had to be stopped because there had been 
no safety guards on the sewing machines, posing a threat to workers 
safety, Rasepae said.  
 
Anand said the cases were considered serious violations and employers had 
been issued with contravention notices to comply within seven days, 
adding that other employers, whose violations were not serious, had been 
issued with a notice to comply within 60 days.  
 
Anand said follow-up inspections would be done and employers who still 
failed to comply would face prosecution.  
 
Also during the inspections, 46 illegal foreigner workers were arrested by 
immigration officers and police.  
 
Chris Gina, Sactwu’s national organising secretary, said non-compliance 
has been rife in Newcastle because “we have inherited the consequences 
of the former homeland government that has protected the Chinese by its 
weak laws”.  
 
Gina said there had been a high degree of reluctance to enforce the law, 
but the stake-holders had agreed upon “consistency of enforcement”, 
which he believed would curb non-compliance.  
 
Anand said they were encouraging workers and unions to be the 
department’s eyes and ears on the ground to report non-compliance. - 
Daily News, page 5  
://www.iol.co.za 

 



Goldman Sachs rules the world! 
 

Jorge Martín (Marxist.com) 29 September 2011 
 
In an interview which shocked the BBC News presenter, “independent trader” Alessio Rastani gave 
a very frank appraisal of his perspectives for the world economy. "This economic crisis is like a 
cancer, if you just wait and wait hoping it is going to go away, just like a cancer it is going to grow 
and it will be too late,” he said, adding that governments would not be able to fix the economy. 
 
Alessio Rastani on BBC“This is not a time right now for wishful thinking that governments are going 
to sort things out,” he told the BCC News on Monday, September 26. He added that another world 
recession had already started and warned that within 12 months, “the savings of millions of people 
are going to vanish”. 
 
Alessio Rastani was dismissive of the much talked about Eurozone rescue plan which is being 
worked out by European governments. “This particular rescue plan, it doesn’t matter how much 
money they want to put in, is not going to work. This problem cannot be solved. I am fairly 
confident that the euro is going to crash and is going to fall very hard. The markets are ruled by 
fear right now.” 
 
What seems to have drawn most attention to this particular interview though was the callousness 
and candour with which Rastani spoke. When asked about what should governments do to solve the 
current crisis he basically said that he didn’t care. “I'm a trader,” he said, “we don't really care 
whether they're going to fix the economy, our job is to make money from it.” 
 
We should thank Rastani for being so brutally frank. Yesterday, the ILO released a report which put 
the number of jobs lost in the G20 countries since 2008 at 20 million, and it warned that if the 
economy did not grow substantially in the next year, another 20 million jobs would be lost by the 
end of 2012. But capitalists do not care about the future of millions of people who are losing their 
jobs, are having their homes repossessed, are seeing their pensions cut, etc. In fact, in the case of 
financial speculators, like Rastani, they see that as an opportunity to make money. Marx described 
it as “the purest and most colossal form of gambling and swindling”. 
 
Rastani goes as far as to say: “personally, I've been dreaming of this moment for three years. I go to 
bed every night and I dream of another recession.” 
 
The other assertion by Rastani which commentators have found scandalous is when he said that 
“governments don't rule the world, Goldman Sachs rules the world”. He is right, of course. On the 
one hand, finance capital is not concerned with moral or national considerations and will move 
around the globe seeking the highest return in the shortest space of time. This is the nature of the 
capitalist system. On the other hand, of course, governments are not the expression of the will of 
the people, but, in the words of Marx and Engels, are “but a committee for managing the common 
affairs of the whole bourgeoisie.” The pretence of bourgeois “democracy” is fully exposed in times 
like this, of a deep economic crisis, when governments, of whatever political persuasion, are all 
left with no other alternative than to implement policies that will make workers pay for the crisis 
of capitalism. 
 
The BBC News presenter was left with her mouth open. In fact, because of the callous and frank 
way in which Rastani expressed himself, there has been a lot of speculation about whether he was 
not a hoax. What he said might be shocking for ordinary working people, but Robert Peston, the 
BBC Business Editor, admitted that what Rastani said is “what traders say privately to me”. 



 
Marxists will not be surprised by Rastani’s assertions. The important point is that the mood of doom 
and pessimism which has been permeating bourgeois commentators in the last few weeks is also 
having a profound impact on the consciousness of millions of ordinary working people. They are 
starting to realise that the capitalist system is in crisis and that this crisis is not going to go away 
any time soon. They are starting to realise how capitalism really works (or rather, how it doesn’t 
work). This is a system in which a handful of unelected bankers, capitalists, speculators and thieves 
are the ones taking decisions affecting the livelihoods and jobs of hundreds of millions, who are left 
having no say in the matter. 
 
This is only the beginning. It is the task of Marxists to provide a clear analysis of the reasons for the 
crisis of capitalism and above all to offer an alternative: the struggle for a socialist society. 
www.marxist.com 

 

  
Greece grinds to a halt in austerity protest 

 
 

 
 
 

Greece is facing travel lockdown as public transport, taxi and airport 
workers strike in protest against more austerity measures. 
Channel 4 News 22 September 2011  
 
Greek workers have started a 24-hour strike, bringing the transport system 
to a standstill. The action was in protest against the government's decision 
to intensify its austerity drive in order to secure more aid and save the 
debt-laden country from bankruptcy. 
 
"The situation is dramatic, all major streets are jammed," said one traffic 
police official, who declined to be named. A stoppage by air traffic 
controllers delayed 100 flights by up to four hours, and dozens more in and 
out of Greece were cancelled. 
 
Tens of thousands of angry union members prepared to march to 
parliament in Athens as part of the first big nationwide protests since late 
June when daily demonstrations culminated in bloody clashes with police. 
 
Striking taxi drivers and bus, metro and rail workers forced commuters to 
use their own cars, triggering kilometres-long traffic jams and stranding 
tourists at hotels in Athens' ancient city centre. 
 
Savings targets not met 
 
After European Union and International Monetary Fund inspectors made 
clear they were losing patience over the government's failure to meet the 
targets of a bailout, the cabinet agreed on Wednesday to front-load 
austerity measures. 
 
Policymakers and economists fear a Greek default on its 340bn euro debt 
could set global markets tumbling and push other vulnerable euro zone 
members like Italy and Spain over the edge, potentially splitting the 
currency area. 
 
The chairman of Goldman Sachs' overseas arm said the Greek situation was 
a major threat to the euro, while Canada said it could trigger a global 
banking crisis if Europe did not get it under control. 
 



As well as cutting pensions and extending a real-estate tax rise, the 
cabinet put 30,000 civil servants in "labour reserve" this year, cutting their 
pay to 60 per cent and giving them 12 months to find new work in the 
state sector or lose their jobs. 
www.channel4.com 

 

Hazardous goods storage in Mobeni 

 
 

 
 

Nosipho Luthuli & Simone Samuels (IOL News)21 September 2011  
 
Desmond D'Sa, chairman of the South Durban Environmental Alliance 
Picture: Marilyn Bernhard 
 
The gloves are off between environmental activists and Rennies 
Distribution Services after the national transporter proposed using its 
Mobeni site to store hazardous goods.  
 
Desmond D’Sa, co-ordinator of the South Durban Community Environmental 
Alliance, said the storage facility would increase the risk to the public’s 
health in south Durban, which was already hard hit by pollution from 
nearby industry.  
 
D’Sa said if Rennies Distribution Services’ proposal was implemented after 
an environmental impact assessment (EIA), the company would store about 
40 containers at a time of hazardous chemicals like ammonium nitrate and 
sulphite.  
 
Rennies Distribution Services managing director, David Leisegang, said the 
basis for using the site to store dangerous goods was to limit the threat to 
the larger public from trucks, carrying these products, queuing on Durban 
roads when the port was full.  
 
However, D’Sa said, the project would add trucks carrying hazardous 
chemicals to the throng of trucks operating in the area, posing a risk to 
other road users.  
 
Leisegang said: “An independent risk assessment has been conducted for 
us to understand the health and safety risks our facility could expose the 
public to. Route risk assessments are conducted on our transportation 
routes.”  
 
eThekwini Transport Authority statistics indicate that in the past three 
years 2 518 accidents have occurred involving trucks. On average, 22 
percent of accidents in south Durban involve trucks, which is higher than 
the average seven percent for eThekwini.  
 
Clairwood Ratepayers’ Association chairman Rishi Singh said: “In the last 
eight years 10 people have died from truck accidents, and every week a 
pole is knocked down by a truck in Clairwood causing blackouts.”  
 
Leisegang said the company’s fleet was well maintained and drivers 
properly trained. The firm had procedures for accidents and spillages.  
 
It was proposed that the company used rail to transport their goods. 
However, according to the firm’s 2009 Basic Assessment report, the 
company had no say over the means of transport of dangerous goods – it 
was the chemical manufacturers, importers and exporters who decided 



that.  
 
 
Leisegang said the Mobeni facility was designed to hold the same amount 
of goods already being transported, so they did not foresee putting 
additional vehicles on roads.  
 
Concerns over the facility were not limited to transport issues, but 
included its environmental impact on the surrounding area. For this reason 
Leisegang said an independent risk assessment had been done to 
understand the health and safety concerns.  
 
Leisegang said engineering designs and operational controls would be 
based on the assessors’ recommendations.  
 
“The proposal involves the storage of pre-packed goods inside sealed 
containers, within an area engineered to address spillage risks …”  
 
 
D’Sa, however, said that a basic assessment did not amount to a 
substantial analysis of the risks involved.  
 
• RDS has invited the south Durban community to attend a meeting at the 
Austerville Civic Centre on September 22. - Daily News 
www.iol.co.za 

 

 

Swaziland Manzini rendered ungovernable 

 
 

 
 

Cosatu 20 September 2011 
 
In a rare and unprecedented show of anger, public transport drivers and 
conductors in Swaziland today physically engaged Swazi security forces as 
they literally took charge of the country’s industrial hub city of Manzini.  
 
COSATU salutes the people of Swaziland for their relentless determination 
to expose the undemocratic and repressive governance and call for 
fundamental change now  
 
In Manzini Today, the public transport drivers and conductors engaged in a 
protest at the bus rank over socio economic issues. The bus rank was 
brought to a standstill and things became bad.  
 
True to their nature the security forces began to disperse the crowds by 
shooting teargas, rubber bullets and beating protesters in a bid to open the 
taxi rank as its closure has seriously hampered business and free 
movement. New tactics of protesters rarely seen in Swaziland, the 
protesters instead of dispersing and running they turned back pelting the 
police with stones and burning tires in the middle of the streets. This is a 
scene which reminds one of South Africa in the late 80s as the revolution 
had grown strong and the promise of democracy imminent. The situation in 
Swaziland today is very much like those times. 
 
This is a shock to the regime and the security forces in particular as the 
once obedient nation that took orders without question are now standing 
up in popular resistance to highlight their right to be heard. The protests 

 



were sparked by the sectors concerns over the financial situation in 
Swaziland. They took to the streets to raise their concerns and 
dissatisfaction in the manner in which they are targeted by the regimes 
traffic policing. The regime has resorted in processes resembling a criminal 
act in order to raise quick revenue for the regime. Public transport 
operators and general motorists are targeted by traffic police in a bid to 
raise 3000 000 per quarter for the regime. Attempts to raise this issue with 
the regime proved fruitless as they got no commitment from them instead 
they continue to receive brutal and exorbitant fines imposed on them. 
 
The situation was truly out of control today as the protesters threatened 
to petrol bomb the police armoured vehicles and forced police to withdraw 
in defeat. For the better part of the day Manzini had been at a complete 
standstill and the battle between the protesters and police continued into 
the night. 
 
On the other hand lawyers remain resolute and the boycott continues. The 
teachers’ battle in their struggle to get necessary resources to help them 
educate children, the government is unable to release funds to the schools 
to allow them to function properly. Approximately R85million is needed 
but the regime would rather spend the money on the reed dance instead of 
education and health.  
 
More police reinforcement was brought to Manzini to “control” the 
situation and the streets of Manzini became a battlefield again with police 
beating anybody and everybody on their way.  
 
Shockingly according to an eyewitness near William Pitcher Teachers 
College, a vehicle fleeing the exchanges between police and the public 
transport protesters knocked off two pedestrians a man and a woman who 
were severely injured and feared dead.  
 
People were stranded and had to walk to their destination as transport was 
grounded. The disruption was mainly on the Manzini and Mbabane route 
but other towns were affected too. According to people inside there have 
been unconfirmed reports that a police officer was beaten to death and 
two other people were shot dead. The town of Manzini was trashed as 
protesters overturned bins and threw trash all over.  
 
We salute the democratic forces of Swaziland and send our solidarity in all 
its forms. Change in Swaziland is no longer a pipe dream it is inevitable. It 
won’t be long now, Salute and revolutionary greetings to all who seek 
progressive change for the people of Swaziland 

 

Arrested, tortured for assisting climate change victims 

 
 

 
 

By Farooq Tariq 
 
September 15, 2011 -- Links International Journal of Socialist Renewal -- 
Baba Jan, a federal committee member of the Labour Party Pakistan 
(LPP), has been taken from jail ... and the Inter Services Intelligence (ISI) 
is torturing him on the name of investigation”, fears the LPP. Baba Jan, 
surrendered himself to an "anti-terrorist court" in Gilgit Baltestan last 
week, had been on the run after police opened fire on a demonstration 
demanding compensation for those affected by the Atta Abad Lake floods 
last year, killing two. 
 



Baba Jan’s “crime” was that he organised rallies and demonstrations 
against the police killings. 
 
The LPP has issued an urgent appeal for messages to protest against Baba 
Jan's detention. The judge sent Baba Jan to prison on judicial remand. “He 
was dragged out of jail by the intelligence agencies”, alleges the alert. 
The Labour Party Pakistan demonstrated today at Islamabad National Press 
Club and has planned more demonstrations across Pakistan.  
Instead of arresting the police officers involved in the deaths of the two 
activists, police registered 16 charges against Baba Jan and others. They 
arrested at least 36 activists, among them 10 members of the Labour Party 
Gilgit Baltestan. Baba Jan escaped arrest and was sheltered by the 
community; after a month underground, he decided to surrender. 
Currently, six activists including Baba Jan remain under arrest, facing 
charges that many know to be fabricated. 
 
Baba Jan joined the Labour Party Pakistan in 2004 and was elected to the 
LPP federal committee at its congress in Faisalabad in 2010. Previously one 
of the main leaders of the Peoples Youth, he had left the Pakistan Peoples 
Party (LPP) youth wing to join the LPP and organised the Progressive Youth 
Front (PYF) across Gilgit Baltistan, the northernmost province in Pakistan.  
 
Baba Jan was among the first to raise the issue of the Atta Abad Lake and 
toured Pakistan in 2011 to organise rallies and demonstrations to highlight 
the plight of villagers who have lost their homes to this newly formed lake 
caused by deforestation, soil erosion and climate change. 
 
He spoke to the national media in press conferences held in Lahore, 
Karachi and Islamabad. 
 
The corporate media finally took up the issue and some compensation was 
paid to the victims, however a new movement began to urge compensation 
for all affected, as some had not been compensated. When the police 
opened fire on the July protest, killing two activists, Baba Jan and his 
comrades took up the case. 
 
The Labour Party Pakistan appeals to all human rights organisations, 
political parties, trade unions, youth and peasant organisation raise their 
voices to save the life of Baba Jan. 
 
 
For more information, please contact Ihsan Ali, president of the Gilgit 
Baltistan High Court Bar Association and member of LPP federal committee 
(03462524792), or Nisar Shah, general secretary Labour Party Pakistan 
(0300 2147960). Please send protest messages to Farooq Tariq at 
farooqtariq@hotmail.com. 
 
For more background, please see "Pakistan: Baba Jan: The most wanted 
political activist in Gilgit Baltestan" and the article below. 
 
Farooq Tariq is spokesperson for the Labour Party Pakistan 

 
 
 
Pakistan's floods -- 'This is not a natural disaster' 
Last year's floods were the worst in Pakistan's history.  
Peter Boyle 14 September  
 
Green Left Weekly -- The 2011 floods were the worst in Pakistan's history. 



Twenty million people were affected and about 2000 lost their lives.  
 
Now there is record flooding for the second year in a row. 
 
“This is not a natural disaster”, Farooq Tariq , the national spokesperson 
for the Labour Party Pakistan, told Green Left Weekly. He was referring to 
widespread and unprecedented monsoonal flooding that has hit Pakistan 
over the last few days, already killing hundreds of people and making 
nearly a million homeless.  
 
And this is just the beginning of the monsoon season. 
 
Farooq Tariq will be one of the guest speakers at the Climate Change 
Social Change activist conference in Melbourne, over September 30 to 
October 3. 
 
“There have been big debates about the changing global climate and its 
effects on Pakistan", Tariq said. "This latest rain wave is unprecedented. 
Looking at the history of our weather, it is reported that once in seven 
years there has been a bad flood. But this has changed. This is second year 
in a row that there is a devastating flood.” 
 
The 2010 floods inundated a fifth of Pakistan, directly affected about 20 
million people -- mostly by destruction of property, livelihood and 
infrastructure -- and killed about 2000 people. 
 
After that disaster, aid groups had warned the Pakistan government to 
invest in prevention measures to mitigate against seasonal rains, avoid a 
repeat of last year’s experience. But it failed to act. 
 
“The government failed miserably because they never care about people. 
The warring 'partners' in the Sindh state government were too busy in kill 
each other in Karachi through out the Ramadan. The Sindh government 
was busy trying to save it self from collapse because all the four partners 
of Sindh government were fighting each other. More than 2000 were killed 
in Karachi during August alone. So despite all the warnings there were no 
precautionary measures taken. 
 
“Now there are very heavy rains in Sindh, in particular. Hundreds have 
been killed and 10 millions on the roads again. There is an emergency 
situation in most of the Sindh districts. There is a total collapse of the civil 
life. The military has been called in and they are doing some relief work 
and rescuing people. 
 
“I just saw on television hundreds of starving flood victims attacking a 
government food store and looting everything. People are desperate. The 
Labour Relief Campaign sent 300,000 rupees [more than $3500] yesterday 
to our Sindh comrades to buy medicines for the flood victims.  
 
"We have set up camps in Hyderabad to collect funds. The Labour Relief 
Campaign committee is meeting this evening in Lahore to discuss further 
relief efforts.” 
 
Donations can be sent to: 
 
Account: Labour Education Foundation 
Account number: 01801876 
Route: Please advise and pay to Citi Bank, New York, USA Swift CITI US 33 
for onward transfer to BANK ALFALAH LTD., KARACHI, PAKISTAN A/C No. 
36087144 and for final transfer to BANK ALFALAH LTD., LDA PLAZA, 



KASHMIR ROAD, LAHORE, PAKISTAN Swift: ALFHPKKALDA for A/C No. 
01801876 OF LABOUR EDUCATION FOUNDATION. 

 

City managers rolling in cash 

 
 

 
 

The managers of six of South Africa's metropolitan cities are coining it 
big time, earning salaries well in excess of their political bosses, MPs, 
MECs and, in some cases, even more than premiers, ministers and their 
deputies. 
SIPHO MASONDO 19 September, 2011 
 
With an annual package of R2.3-million, City of Johannesburg's municipal 
manager, Mavela Dlamini, earns even more than deputy president Kgalema 
Motlanthe, Speaker of the National Assembly Max Sisulu and newly 
appointed Chief Justice Mogoeng Mogoeng, who each pocket R2.2-million. 
 
The 2011 Local Government Budgets and Expenditure Review released by 
Finance Minister Pravin Gordhan in Cape Town last week reveals that city 
managers are among the top earners in the public service. 
 
Dlamini - whose five-year contract ends next week - is the highest-paid 
municipal manager. 
 
Dlamini receives this handsome salary despite the city's billing systems 
having descended into chaos, causing the municipality to fail to collect 
hundreds of millions of rands in rates and taxes due to it. 
 
President Jacob Zuma last month accepted a 5% pay increase for public 
office bearers, as recommended by the Independent Commission for the 
Remuneration of Public Office Bearers. 
 
The only public official earning more than Dlamini is Zuma himself, who 
rakes in just under R2.5-million annually. 
 
Next after Dlamini is eThekwini city manager Mike Sutcliffe, who takes 
home an annual package of R2.1-million. Cabinet ministers and their 
deputies earn annual packages of R1.9-million and R1.5-million 
respectively. 
 
Ekurhuleni city manager Khaya Ngema takes home R1.8-million. His City of 
Cape Town counterpart, Achmat Ebrahim, rakes in R1.7-million, which is 
equivalent to salaries earned by premiers. 
 
Former acting Tshwane city manager Oupa Nkoane earned R1.5-million, an 
annual salary equivalent to those of deputy ministers. 
 
Of the six metros, acting manager of the Nelson Mandela Bay Municipality 
in Port Elizabeth, Elias Ntoba, is the lowest paid, earning R1.4-million a 
year. His salary is, however, still far more than the R843 000 MPs are paid. 
 
MECs earn just over a R1-million a year, while metro mayors earn between 
R800000 and R1-million. 
 
Local government expert and director of the University of Cape Town's law 
clinic, Nico Steytler, said the hefty salaries were justified. 
 
"They are the CEOs of the municipality, their job is to oversee proper 



accounting systems and service delivery. 
 
"They have to make sure the system works," Steytler said. 
 
"On the one hand, they have the politicians breathing down their necks and 
the legal framework to deal with. On the other hand communities expect 
delivery. It's a very tough job." 
Timeslive.co.za 

 

Rich countries black access on Aids, now cancer, diabetes 

 
 

 
 

Questions Arise Over UN Policy On Non-Communicable Diseases And IP 
Rights 
William New, Intellectual Property Watch 16 September 2011 
 
United Nations members this month are setting the future course for global 
action against a rising public health problem well-known in developed 
countries and spreading to developing countries: non-communicable 
diseases. 
 
But whether they will or should address concerns that intellectual 
property rights issues might interfere with access to treatments for such 
diseases as diabetes, cancer, or heart disease remains to be seen. 
 
The issue of non-communicable diseases NCDs has gained significant 
attention on the international stage in recent years with the 
acknowledgement by leading developing countries of the rise of such 
problems among their populations. 
 
The World Health Organization highlights four disease areas under NCDs: 
cancer, cardiovascular diseases, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, 
and 
diabetes. Factors attributed to these diseases include tobacco use, 
unhealthy diet, harmful use of alcohol, and physical inactivity. 
 
But in intensive negotiations over the past few weeks leading up to the 
grand-scale 19-20 September UN high-level meeting on noncommunicable 
disease prevention and control, in New York, have raised concerns that 
access to treatments for these diseases may be hindered by IP rights. 
 
The General Assembly meeting is only the second ever to deal with health 
issues (the first was HIV/AIDs), and at least 34 heads of State and 
government, 50 other leading government ministers and many specialists 
are expected to attend, according to the UN. 
 
Ala Alwan, assistant director general at the WHO, speaking to press today 
at 
the UN, highlighted three priority areas for the UN 193 member states to 
take: ?surveillance and monitoring; reduction of risk factors such as 
harmful uses of tobacco and alcohol, unhealthy diets and lack of exercise; 
and a health-care component to tend to the millions already suffering from 
NCDs,? the UN said. This indicates a clear focus on preventative measures 
first, treatment second. 
 
But public health advocates see a coming crisis in treatment and want 
measures now to address it. For instance, Health Action International 
issued 



a briefing paper [pdf] this week showing medicine prices are often too high 
for those on low wages, and urging the summit to ?refocus on the 
attainable 
goal of universal access to essential medicines as a core priority for the 
treatment of NCDs.? This includes promoting access to affordable, quality 
generic medicines. 
 
In general, the issue of NCDs have motivated the public health community 
in 
Geneva and elsewhere (IPW, Public Health, 7 July 2011). 
 
Secret Negotiations 
Closed-door negotiations in New York have focussed on a draft declaration 
for ministers at the summit. Information about the negotiations has not 
been public, the draft declaration was confidential even a few days before 
the summit gathering to approve it, and inquiries to UN press officers went 
unanswered. But sources say that a key element of debate has been 
whether to include references in the declaration related to the World 
Trade Organization Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual 
Property Rights (TRIPS). 
 
In particular, focus seems to be on inclusion of a reference to the 2001 
Doha Declaration on TRIPS and Public Health, which accentuates the right 
of 
countries to use flexibilities in IP law as they see fit. 
 
The draft declaration is available here [pdf]. 
 
How much intellectual property rights should be a part of policy debates 
over NCDs is a matter of disagreement. Non-governmental groups are 
concerned that patents which typically lead to higher prices by granting a 
monopoly will put medicines for NCDs out of reach of poor populations. 
The rights-holding industry says the fear is overblown, as most existing 
medicines for NCDs are already off patent, and offered in cheap generic 
form. 
 
But NGOs counter that this may be the case for existing drugs but would 
not 
be the case for future ones, which will presumably be patented as they are 
developed. An industry source replied to this by saying that while 
communicable diseases can develop resistance to medicines, NCDs do not, 
so existing medicines should remain effective. The only concern could be 
about better, more effective medicines that might come along in the 
future. 
 
TRIPS was reportedly raised during the recent weeks? negotiations by some 
of the Group of 77 developing countries who were concerned that 
flexibilities for developing countries embedded in those IP trade rules be 
applicable to this comparatively new area of public health. The tough 
negotiations ran over time, according to some sources, but in the end it 
was apparently agreed to strike the reference to the Doha Declaration on 
TRIPS and Public Health, as sought by developed countries. 
 
According to sources, concerns were raised during the negotiations that 
the US and European Union were leading an effort to prevent TRIPS 
flexibilities from applying to NCDs, among other actions that would 
weaken the declaration on behalf of affected industries. Representatives 
of several agencies of the US government who are on the US delegation did 
not answer press requests for confirmation on this point. 
 



One nongovernmental source said an argument was made that the Doha 
Declaration does not apply to NCDs. The argument may have been that 
flexibilities, like compulsory licences that allow the production of 
inexpensive versions of patented medicines without permission from the 
patent holder, are only allowable in cases of emergency or epidemic ? 
which 
NCDs are not. 
 
Several years ago, Thailand met with intense industry and developed 
country 
pressure when it took the step to issue a compulsory licence on a heart 
disease drug (IPW, Public Health, 16 February 2007). But US trade officials 
at the time said Thailand was apparently not in violation of TRIPS rules, 
and NGOs note that developed countries take compulsory licences for 
non-emergency matters all the time. 
 
TRIPS In and Out of Draft Text 
The latest draft of the declaration contains compromise text for 
paragraphs 
34h and 48bis of the draft declaration which references TRIPS flexibilities, 
but dropped any mention of the Doha Declaration. The relevant portions of 
these paragraphs currently read: 
 
34h: Promote access to comprehensive and cost-effective prevention, 
treatment and care for the integrated management of NCDs, including, 
inter 
alia, increased access to affordable, safe, effective and quality medicines 
and diagnostics and other technologies, including through the full use of 
TRIPS flexibilities. 
 
48bis: Urge relevant international organizations to continue to provide 
technical assistance and capacity building to developing countries, 
especially to the least developed countries, in the areas of NCD 
prevention 
and control and promotion of access to medicines for all, including 
through 
the full use of TRIPS flexibilities and provisions. 
 
These paragraphs previously included references to TRIPS flexibilities and 
the Doha Declaration, according to sources. Opponents of inclusion of the 
Doha Declaration may have viewed it as expanding the agreement to new 
areas, which they wanted to prevent because it could lead to lower prices 
for treatments produced by their private sectors. The Doha Declaration 
contains a reference to other epidemics, so theoretically removing 
reference to epidemics or the Doha Declaration would remove its 
applicability. 
 
Knowledge Ecology International and others NGOs and academics interpret 
the omission of specific reference to the TRIPS and Public Health 
declaration as an attempt to make it possibly not applicable to NCDs. In 
this way, they argue, northern economies, and the Obama administration 
in particular, are undermining an agreement made by the predecessor 
Bush administration. KEI has a website section dedicated to the NCD 
negotiations. 
 
Brook Baker, a Northeastern University (US) law professor, said the 
concern by the US and EU is that the UN efforts will lead to NCDs being 
considered an emergency. And developed countries interpret TRIPS as 
allowing use of compulsory licences and other flexibilities in cases of 
emergency. The northern countries housing most of the brand-name drug 



producers are opposed in order to reduce the risk that countries might 
consider NCDs emergencies or matters of extreme urgency that do not 
require prior negotiations for voluntary licenses on reasonable terms 
before issuance of compulsory licenses under Art. 31 of the TRIPS 
Agreement, Baker said today on the KEI ip-health listserv. Instead, they 
have their eyes on those markets as NCDs continue to rise, he charged. 
 
The draft declaration still refers to NCDs as epidemic. 
 
Also in the text, another non-agreed paragraph discusses the importance 
of access to diagnostics and medicines, including help with financing of 
affordable products including generics, sources said. 
 
And another paragraph in the draft declaration on access to medicines also 
appears to be not agreed: ?33.d. Contribute to efforts to improve access 
and affordability for medicines and technologies in the prevention and 
control of non-communicable diseases. [Chair?s Text] 
 
Other references in the declaration include the impact on NCDs of food 
security problems, climate change and increasing loss of biodiversity, and 
a call for increased access to cost-effective vaccinations. There is also a 
reference to the importance of respecting, preserving and promoting 
traditional knowledge and medicines but with the usual legal catchword: 
as appropriate. The next paragraph emphasises that efforts related to 
traditional knowledge be governed at the national level. Developed 
countries have resisted binding legal language at the international level in 
regards to this, while local communities in developing countries complain 
about a lack of international protection against theft of their traditional 
practices and resources. 
 
Industry: Focus on Prevention, Not IP 
Andrew Jenner, director of innovation, intellectual property and trade at 
the International Federation of Pharmaceutical Manufacturers and 
Associations (IFPMA) in Geneva, called the TRIPS reference issue a red 
herring, and said that TRIPS flexibilities apply regardless of whether there 
is mention or not. 
 
Industry is concerned that policy debates wil lbecome overly focussed on 
the IP issues as they have done in recent years with infectious diseases 
(such as HIV/AIDS), which could undermine effective policymaking against 
NCDs, he said. We don't want the TRIPS discussion to hijack the discussion, 
Jenner 
told Intellectual Property Watch. 
 
IP issues are not the same with NCDs, he said, because of the availability 
of generics. There are many generic alternatives available but many 
patients are not getting access in developing countries, he said. What,s 
more important at this stage is to ensure effective diagnosis and delivery. 
 
In general, flexibilities were not intended to be the first step, Jenner 
said, calling flexibilities a blunt tool in the box.? There are other steps 
that can be tried first, he said, such as discussing needs with rights 
holders, tiered pricing for different markets, or going through international 
agencies. 
 
Pharmaceutical industry representatives say the upcoming summit in New 
York will be a high-level opportunity to begin focussing on the challenge as 
it faces developing countries, with the first priority being on prevention. 
The first focus of policymakers should be on prevention of NCDs, said Mario 
Ottiglio, associate director for public affairs & global health policy at 



IFPMA. Healthy diet and exercise can have a drastic impact on NCDs, he 
said. 
 
IFPMA launched a framework for prevention in June, and in August 
launched a consultation on the framework. 
 
Developing countries are under a double burden, Ottiglio told Intellectual 
Property Watch. They already face problems with infectious diseases, and 
now have the problems that the rise in NCDs in many developing countries 
is bringing to the healthcare system. Better use of resources for health 
literacy could lead to a more efficient use of funds. 
 
In addition, the summit is a great opportunity for new partnerships 
between stakeholders that may otherwise never have met, he said. For 
instance, IFPMA is working with the World Health Professionals Alliance, 
carrying out a program to help patients measure their health status. IFPMA 
also is working with the Red Cross Red Crescent Society. 
 
Separately, in the rules for the summit, member states were encouraged 
to consider including in their national delegations elected officials, and 
civil society including NGOs, academia and networks working on the 
control and prevention of non-communicable diseases. It is unclear the 
extent to which governments have heeded this suggestion. 
 
Seeking a Strong Declaration for the Public 
Universities Allied for Essential Medicines and other nongovernmental 
organisations issued a release on 1 September, the day before negotiations 
ended, raising concern about the watering down of the declaration by the 
richer countries seeking trade and economic advantages, such as for 
tobacco and snack food industries. They singled out the United States, 
European Union, Canada, and Japan. 
 
Alarmed by explicit efforts led by developed countries to weaken the 
Declaration?s language in a way that will undermine effective prevention 
and 
treatment of NCDs, over 70 public health NGOs and groups representing 
hundreds, if not thousands, of people living with HIV/AIDS from across the 
globe are now sounding the alarm,? it said. AIDS activists say they had a 
tough fight to achieve better access for poor populations to high-priced 
patented drugs, and do not want to see the same difficult path to access 
to 
NCD-related drugs. 
 
WHO Report 
Separately, the WHO this week launched its WHO Noncommunicable 
Diseases Country Profiles 2011, a report with new information about the 
situation in 193 countries. According to WHO, the report details the 
proportion of each countrys deaths due to diseases such as cancer, heart 
and lung diseases, and diabetes. It also looks at trends in metabolic risk 
factors (cholesterol, blood pressure, body mass index and blood sugar) and 
countries? capacities to address the challenges of NCDs. The report was to 
be presented at a 12 September press conference by Douglas Bettcher, 
director for Tobacco Free Initiative, and Leanne Riley, team leader 
surveillance in the WHO Department of Chronic Diseases and Health 
Promotion. 
www.ip-watch.org 

 



Grass is not greener inside Durban stadium.  

 
 

 
 

IOL News 16 September 2011 
 
Eighteen months ago the R3.2 billion Moses Mabhida Stadium was flaunted 
as the glittering jewel in the city's crown, the piece de resistance for 
the Fifa World Cup, a miracle of construction that could be seen from 
outer space when the lights were turned on. 
 
With its graceful sweep of arches dominating the city skyline, it will 
be Durban's centrepiece for years to come, an elegant and glamorous 
legacy of Africa's first World Cup. 
 
But can we afford to keep it? Will there be enough going on inside to 
generate large chunks of income? Can we afford to clean it and maintain 
it as it should be? And if we can't, then what? 
 
Michael Sutcliffe, eThekwini's municipal manager, remains upbeat, 
insisting no challenges for the stadium are "insurmountable". 
 
He says the current model is working well and praise for the management 
of the stadium has come from national and international sectors. 
 
He also doesn't believe the decision by the Sharks to remain at Kings 
Park will affect the stadium negatively. "I believe the shortfall we 
have experienced is minimal for the size of the facility." 
 
Assurances aside, questions being asked about the future of the stadium 
are no longer being whispered in the corridors of city hall. They are 
being shouted out loud and clear - for one good reason. 
 
It will be the city's ratepayers, say some, who will have to cough up to 
keep it going, possibly for generations to come. 
 
Sutcliffe says this is not true. "The expenditure is amply offset 
against the income received." 
 
This year's shortfall, he said, was less than R15 million. 
 
The offset, explains city treasurer Krish Kumar, was obtained from 
football matches, T20 cricket, shop rentals, gym, pub, the funicular 
ride, bungee jumping and four concerts. 
 
But much more revenue is needed, say those in the know. There's even 
talk of public-private partnerships similar to those envisaged for 
uShaka Marine World, though for now there's nothing concrete. 
 
The Sharks' decision to remain at Kings Park hasn't helped. Their move 
would have added to revenue significantly. 
 
However, it would have been financial suicide to move to Moses Mabhida, 
KZNRU CEO Brian van Zyl pointed out, amid concern about too few boxes 
for rugby patrons. 
 
"We are debt-free at Kings Park. Until we get a suitable offer to 
compensate for any financial loss, we'll stay put." 
 
Ratepayer representative for eThekwini, Lilian Develing, believes the 
stadium is not sustainable without a huge annual cash income. 



 
"And that's just to break even. A R15m shortfall might not seem like a 
huge amount, but when you realise most city residents don't pay rates 
and those who do pay account for only a small number, there will be a 
problem in a few years' time as costs escalate. We were told it would 
cost R1.5m a month to maintain the stadium." 
 
Even the city, says Develing, must realise it can't squeeze the 
ratepayers much further. "They're tightrope." 
 
DA councillor Tex Collins, who sits on the city's executive committee, 
agrees. 
 
"It's worrying. Exponentially, the cost of maintaining the stadium will 
rise by between 10 and 15 percent a year - just for starters. Does this 
mean R81m will become R88m next year? 
 
Sutcliffe says the figures being "bandied around" for the stadium are 
nonsense. 
 
"The R81m trotted out in the press is for salaries and wages. The full 
cost of all events held, the management of retail areas, grounds, etc, 
also includes maintenance. If you look at the income received, you'll 
see there is an operating profit of R11m." 
 
Sutcliffe says he is tired of the armchair critics and their erroneous 
information. "They must come to my office and I will show them exactly 
what the position is." 
 
While the stadium one year on is still in good nick, maintenance issues 
will soon become apparent, claims Collins. 
 
"You don't have to be a bright spark to realise that the roof coverings 
won't stay white and gleaming without a team of cleaners working at 
regular intervals. Teflon coating used on the archways will, in Durban's 
saltwater air, show signs of rust. 
 
"There will be mould on the walls. The elegant white panels at the side 
need regular cleaning. It's a huge stadium and these will be huge bills. 
The cost of paint, plumbing and services will keep going up. 
 
"In some cases, such as the Korea/Japan World Cup, stadiums built for 
the event had to be demolished because they were costing too much to 
sustain," says Collins. 
 
Sutcliffe said items such as the roof and arch had longterm warranties 
of more than 20 years, with short-term maintenance. "One of the things 
we built in up front in the stadium was to reduce the cost of maintenance." 
 
When the stadium was nearing completion, the choice of grass for the 
pitch was of particular interest. 
 
"What we planted was suitable only for football," says Collins. 
"Unfortunately, Moses Mabhida was not built as a multi-purpose stadium, 
or we would have had cycling and athletic tracks to attract other 
participants and audiences." 
 
Sutcliffe says the grass has already been replanted at minimal cost and 
is now suitable for football and rugby. 
 



"That is why the Aussies are using it to practise on." 
 
While the robust debate over the stadium's future is sure to persist, 
Collins believes there is a need to market the stadium far more 
aggressively, lower the profit margins, increase the turnover and get 
"more bums on seats". 
 
"It would be great," he says, "if we could attract local soccer teams to 
use it as their home ground, but we don't have the type of spectators 
who can afford the seating price and travel costs. 
 
"We need a bhangra bash, a Neil Diamond or an Angus Buchan event at 
least once or twice a month - to bring in 50 000 spectators at a time. 
Then we would be talking. Right now, we need to think out of the box." 
 
Sutcliffe says a number of strategies have been adopted. 
 
"AmaZulu will play almost all their matches there and we will attract 
some other big games. We have analysed what works and what doesn't, what 
makes money and what does not. I can assure you we have a professionally 
developed strategy in place. 
 
"Those we spoke to agree that ticket income is essential. Large sporting 
fixtures and concerts, for example, often have the stadium costs built 
in to the ticket prices. 
 
"In the case of the Neil Diamond concert in April, about 20 000 people 
attended at an average of R300 a ticket. From the R6m income, the 
stadium will have made only about R1m," says Sutcliffe. 
 
"I think it is far more significant," he says, "that 400 000 people paid 
to ride to the top of the stadium, that the stadium has become an 
international tourist attraction." 
 
Retail outlets at Moses Mabhida say that while they get business from 
outside sources, especially at the weekend, the stadium needed more of 
the big events. 
 
Stephanie Kisten, manager of Nino's coffee outlet, says that while 
school tours and weekend business kept them busy, the weekdays were slow. 
 
"The last big event was the Kaizer Chiefs-AmaZulu match in May, but 
there has not been anything since. It would definitely benefit us if 
there were more things happening at the stadium." 
 
A spokesperson for the Keg and Spear says business is brisk, especially 
on days when the Sharks are playing at Kings Park. "We have plenty of 
people come over before and after the game." 
Sunday Tribune 
http://www.iolproperty.co.za/roller/news/entry/grass_is_not_greener_inside
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US Poverty Level Reaches Record High 

 

U.S. Census Reports Reveals One in Six Americans Are Poor, One in Five Children Live in 
Poverty 



democracynow 14 September 2011 
 
A new U.S. Census Bureau report reveals the number of people living in poverty last year surged to 
46.2 million—one in six Americans—the highest number since the Bureau began tracking such data 
more than 50 years ago. According to the report, blacks and Hispanics together accounted for 54 
percent of the poor, with whites at 9.9 percent and Asians at 12.1 percent. Children under 18 
suffered the highest poverty rate. Meanwhile, the number of Americans with employer-provided 
health insurance has also continued to decline, and the ranks of the uninsured now hovers just 
below the 50 million mark, the most in more than two decades. Analysts say the numbers would 
have been worse if not for government assistance programs, including extended unemployment 
compensation, stimulus spending, Obama’s health reforms, and Social Security. We speak with 
Heidi Shierholz, labor economist at the Economic Policy Institute. [includes rush transcript] 
 
NERMEEN SHAIKH: We turn now to look at the devastating financial reality now facing many 
Americans. A new report from the U.S. Census Bureau reveals the number of people living in 
poverty last year surged to 46.2 million. That’s one in six Americans, the highest number since the 
Bureau began tracking such data more than 50 years ago. The report reveals that in 2010, the U.S. 
poverty rate rose for a third consecutive year to hit 15.1 percent. Overall, children under 18 suffer 
the highest poverty rate. The report also showed that blacks and Hispanics together accounted for 
54 percent of the poor, with whites at 9.9 percent and Asians at 12.1 percent. 
 
AMY GOODMAN: Meanwhile, the number of Americans with employer-provided health insurance has 
also continued to decline. The Census Bureau reports the ranks of the uninsured hovered just below 
the 50 million mark, the most in more than two decades. Analysts say numbers would have been far 
worse if not for government assistance programs, including extended unemployment compensation, 
stimulus spending, Obama’s health reforms, and Social Security. The Census report coincides with 
Obama’s push for a close to $450 billion job creation package. 
 
For more, we turn to Heidi Shierholz in Washington, D.C., labor economist at the Economic Policy 
Institute, member of the board of directors of the D.C. Employment Justice Center. 
 
Heidi, welcome to Democracy Now! Talk about these figures. 
 
HEIDI SHIERHOLZ: Thank you for having me. 
 
AMY GOODMAN: One in six Americans are poor. 
 
HEIDI SHIERHOLZ: Yeah, you know, when I look at a report like this, what it tells me is that it 
shows the real human consequences of the economic downturn that we’ve seen. One in six 
Americans are poor. One in five kids are living in poverty. Here’s another stat that I think is just 
stunning: one in 10 kids are living in deep poverty. So, deep poverty is defined as half of the 
poverty threshold. And just to give you an idea of where that is, it’s $11,000 for a family of four. 
So, one in 10 kids in this country is living in a family that makes—if they have a family of four, that 
makes less than $11,000. So it is just a really severe problem. 
 
It shows that the job loss that we have seen over the last three years, it permeates out, it hits 
everyone. And the other thing this report shows is that when I say it hits everyone, it wasn’t just 
people at the bottom that have taken big hits. We saw declines across the income distribution. If 
you look at the median income, the middle family, the sort of typical family, they also saw 
substantial declines in income. Something as big and long-lasting as the Great Recession, it’s just—
the feelers of that are just really still hitting our population. 
 



NERMEEN SHAIKH: Heidi, what would you say the main causes of this are? 
 
HEIDI SHIERHOLZ: Yeah, it’s a good question, and at this point, when you look at the changes over 
the last three years, it’s crystal clear the main causes are job loss due to the Great Recession. So, 
over the—at this point, taking into account both the jobs we’ve lost since the start of the recession 
plus the jobs that we should have gained just to keep up with natural—the natural expansion of the 
working-age population, the jobs deficit our country is in is 11 million. Families take hits because of 
lost jobs and unemployment. They also are taking income hits due to reductions in hours and wage 
cuts. The persistent high unemployment keeps wage growth really low. So all of those things, the 
weakness in the labor market, translates into losses for families. 
 
And then, obviously, when you’re talking about the health insurance numbers, the health insurance 
coverage numbers, which also came out, when you have people losing jobs when they have 
employer-sponsored health insurance, that goes out the window. So that also is directly related to 
the loss of jobs. 
 
One thing I think is important to note, this report was about 2010. We actually were in a recovery, 
in an official recovery in 2010. But the losses that we saw through 2009 were so severe, and the 
very modest growth that we saw in 2010 wasn’t enough to make up for that. And so, the labor 
market actually deteriorated between 2009 and 2010, which is why we see these big hits in the 
2010 numbers that just came out. 
 
AMY GOODMAN: Talk about the racial divide, Heidi Shierholz. One in six people are poor, more 
than half of them black and Latino. 
 
HEIDI SHIERHOLZ: Yeah. So I think that’s a really important thing that comes through in these 
numbers, that racial and ethnic minorities started out with higher levels of poverty, started out 
with lower levels of typical income, and they’ve gotten hit harder by the Great Recession. They’ve 
seen bigger increases in poverty, bigger declines in income for typical families. And you see that is 
also very related to labor market outcomes. Racial and ethnic minorities have seen much larger 
increases in unemployment over the last three years. So it all fits together in this really clear story 
of, the weakness in the labor market is at the heart of all this. The key thing we need to do right 
now is get jobs back. 
 
NERMEEN SHAIKH: Heidi, can you say a little about how poverty is defined in this study? What 
constitutes poverty? 
 
HEIDI SHIERHOLZ: Yeah, that’s a really good point, and it’s controversial. So the poverty threshold 
is, by anyone’s measure, extremely low. So, to give you an idea, for a family of four, the poverty 
threshold is just over $22,000. So anyone thinking about trying to live on $22,000 with a family of 
four will immediately realize that that’s not a really reasonable cutoff for material deprivation. 
And poverty researchers actually use, in many cases, twice the poverty line to have a more 
reasonable idea of what the—a sort of cutoff for material deprivation, for, you know, below this—
above this number, you have what you need to make ends meet— 
 
AMY GOODMAN: Five seconds. 
 
HEIDI SHIERHOLZ: Below this, you don’t. So there really is—by alternative measures of poverty that 
take those things into account, the poverty rates are even higher than the numbers that we saw 
yesterday. 
 
AMY GOODMAN: Well, Heidi Shierholz, we want to thank you so much for being with us, with the 



Economic Policy Institute in Washington, D.C. Thanks so much. Go to our post-9/11 decade timeline 
at www.democracynow.org. 
 
www.democracynow.org 
therealnews.com 

 

Youth protest in Mauritius confronts corruption 

 
 

 
 

 
Reuters 13 September 2011  
 
Thousands of demonstrators marched through the streets of the Mauritian  
capital on Saturday, demanding an improvement in living standards on the  
island. 
 
About 3,000 people, many of them young, marched peacefully through the  
capital Port Louis to the St Louis Cathedral where the organisers of a  
Facebook campaign called for a better future for the youth of the  
popular tourist destination. 
 
Mauritius has long been lauded for its sound economic policies and  
stable political system, but a row this year between senior politicians  
over corruption allegations has rocked the ruling coalition and angered  
many. 
 
"We are fed up with corruption and injustice in this country. This  
protest is a clear signal to the authorities that things must change for  
the better," said a 55-year-old protester called Sylvio, who is  
self-employed. 
 
Save our future 
Inspired by the Arab Spring uprising and galvanised by the graft  
scandal that triggered the departure of one party from the government,  
campaigners launched a Facebook initiative "WANTED: 15,000 Youngsters 
to Save OUR Future!" 
 
"We are calling for an all encompassing and inclusive economic system  
which does not leave anybody lagging behind in the gutter," the group  
said in its manifesto. 
 
Analysts have said the political uncertainty has hit business sentiment  
and could jeopardise the economic outlook and ultimately hit growth in a  
country which markets itself as a bridge between Africa and Asia. 



 
Political change 
Successive coalition governments have pledged to improve social  
security in Mauritius, where unemployment is running at just over 8 
percent. 
 
"We are only asking for a better future. It is high time that we had  
political change in this country," said Mary Jane, a 26-year-old protester. 
 
Former finance minister and Militant Socialist Movement (MSM) leader  
Pravind Jugnauth left the year-old alliance with the Labour Party in  
protest at the arrest of the health minister on graft charges last month. 
 
Corruption 
MSM's departure from the government has left the ruling alliance headed  
by the Labour Party clinging to a slim majority with 36 seats versus 33. 
 
Damaging allegations about corruption have also appeared in leaked U.S.  
cables. A cable dated June 2008 on the WikiLeaks site claimed that  
although Mauritius appeared clean, corruption was "a pervasive and  
ingrained problem". 
 
"Don't take us for granted in this country. Stop playing with our  
future," Jameel Peerally, the person behind the Facebook campaign, told  
the crowds in front of the cathedral. 
 
The protest organisers called on participants to get themselves  
organised in their respective regions for another demonstration. 
www.rnw.nl 

 

Israeli ambassador flees Egyptian protesters 

 
 

 
 

 
ISRAEL'S amabassador to Egypt has fled the country after angry crowds 
stormed the embassy in Cairo. 
The Vast Minority 10 September 2011  
 
Protesters demolished the wall, erected to protect the embassy which has 
become a focus for protests, with makeshift battering rams and hammers 
on Friday after peaceful demonstrations in Tahrir Square earlier in the day 
against the country's military rulers. 



 
"Some protesters then scaled the wall of the building, replacing the Israeli 
flag with Egyptian and Palestinian flags. Others got inside and threw 
thousands of pieces of paper from upper-floor windows. 
 
"Essam Sharaf, the Egyptian prime minister, called a crisis cabinet meeting 
for Saturday morning, while the interior ministry declared a state of alert. 
 
"Yitzhak Levanon, Israel's ambassador to Egypt, and senior embassy staff 
were evacuated and flown home to Israel, Israel Radio said. 
 
"Hundreds of Egyptian soldiers backed by armoured cars were rushed to 
the embassy district and clashed with the protesters, who torched police 
vehicles and attacked regional police headquarters nearby. 
 
"Protesters played cat-and-mouse with police throughout the night, amid 
clouds of tear gas and smoke from burning tyres."  
vastminority.blogspot.com 

 

Cosatu threatens to bring SA to a halt 

 
 

 
 

Vusi Xaba, Sowetan 9 September 2011 
 
WORKPLACE operations will grind to a halt on October 15 when 
Cosatu holds a national strike to intensify its campaigns calling 
for urgent government action on labour brokers, the Gauteng 
e-tolling system and the acid water crisis. 
 
The battle is on. We want to tackle these issues. The battle against  
labour brokers is on. We want a total ban on labour brokers 
 
The labour federation's general secretary, Zwelinzima Vavi, told  
delegates at the Food and Allied Workers Union (Fawu) national congress  
in Johannesburg yesterday that Cosatu would not support any "political  
agenda" that was not based on principles. 
 
This is seen as a veiled threat to the ruling ANC as it prepares for the  
2012 Mangaung elective conference. 
 
"The battle is on," Vavi said. "We want to tackle these issues. The  
battle against labour brokers is on. We want a total ban on labour 
brokers." 
 
Vavi said Cosatu, backed by its two million members, would fight against  
the tolling of roads in Gauteng. 
 
"They say e-tolling is a model for the country. If we do not stop them  
in Gauteng, they will be rolled throughout the country. The principle is  
simple. We want efficient public transport that will free us from the  
mobile coffins." 
 
Vavi said the federation would also fight against the reported possible  
scarcity of water by 2017. 
 
He said underground water, contaminated by acid mine intoxicants, 
making  
it unsafe to use, was caused by a reluctance to act against mining  



bosses who made billions of rands from mining and neglected to  
rehabilitate the mines after the operations. 
 
Fawu finalised its four-day national congress yesterday. 
 
The Fawu delegates' resolutions were expected to be announced today. 
www.sowetanlive.co.za 

 

New breakthrough in wind power 

 
 

 
 

Japanese breakthrough will make wind power cheaper than nuclear 
Karl Burkart 8 September 2011 
 
A surprising aerodynamic innovation in wind turbine design called the 'wind 
lens' could triple the output of a typical wind turbine, making it less costly 
than nuclear power. 
 
NOTE: Some major wind projects like the proposed TWE Carbon Valley 
project in Wyoming are already pricing in significantly lower than coal 
power -- $80 per MWh for wind versus $90 per MWh for coal -- and that is 
without government subsidies using today's wind turbine technology.  
 
The International Clean Energy Analysis (ICEA) gateway estimates that the 
U.S. possesses 2.2 million km2 of high wind potential (Class 3-7 winds) — 
about 850,000 square miles of land that could yield high levels of wind 
energy. This makes the U.S. something of a Saudi Arabia for wind energy, 
ranked third in the world for total wind energy potential. 
 
Let's say we developed just 20 percent of those wind resources — 170,000 
square miles (440,000 km2) or an area roughly 1/4 the size of Alaska — we 
could produce a whopping 8.7 billion megawatt hours of electricity each 
year (based on a theoretical conversion of six 1.5 MW turbines per km2 and 
an average output of 25 percent. (1.5 MW x 365 days x 24 hrs x 25% = 3,285 
MWh's). 
 
The United States uses about 26.6 billion MWh's, so at the above rate we 
could satisfy a full one-third of our total annual energy needs. (Of course, 
this assumes the concurrent deployment of a nationwide Smart Grid that 
could store and disburse the variable sources of wind power as needed 
using a variety of technologies — gas or coal peaking, utility scale storage 
via batteries or fly-wheels, etc). 
 
Now what if a breakthrough came along that potentially tripled the energy 
output of those turbines? You see where I'm going. We could in theory 
supply the TOTAL annual energy needs of the U.S. simply by exploiting 20 
percent of our available wind resources. 
 
Well, such a breakthrough has been made, and it's called the "wind lens."  
 
Imagine: no more dirty coal power, no more mining deaths, no more 
nuclear disasters, no more polluted aquifers as a result of fracking. Our 
entire society powered by the quiet "woosh" of a wind turbine. Kyushu 
University's wind lens turbine is one example of the many innovations 
happening right now that could in the near future make this utopian vision 
a reality. 
 
Yes, it's a heck of a lot of wind turbines (about 2,640,000) but the U.S. 



with its endless miles of prairie and agricultural land is one of the few 
nations that could actually deploy such a network of wind turbines without 
disrupting the current productivity of the land (Russia and China also come 
to mind). It would also be a win-win for states in the highest wind area — 
the Midwest — which has been hard hit by the recession. And think of the 
millions upon millions of jobs that would be created building a 21st 
century energy distribution system free of the shackles of ever-diminishing 
fossil fuel supplies.  
 
It's also important to point out that growth in wind power capacity is 
perfectly symbiotic with projected growth in electric vehicles. EV battery 
packs can soak up wind power produced during the night, helping to 
equalize the curve of daytime energy demand. So the controversial 
investment currently being entertained by President Obama to pipe oil 
down from the Canadian Tar Sands would — in my utopian vision — be a 
moot point. 
 
It is indeed a lofty vision, but the technology we need is now in our reach. 
And think of the benefits of having our power production fed by a resource 
that is both free and unlimited. One downside often cited by advocates of 
coal and gas power is that wind turbines require a lot more maintenence 
than a typical coal or gas power plant. But in a lagging economy this might 
just be wind power's biggest upside — it will create lots and lots of 
permanent jobs, sparking a new cycle of economic growth in America. 
www.mnn.com 
 
Editor's note: Want more info? Karl breaks down the math in his next post. 

 

Costs of supporting Zuma soar 

 
 

 
 

Wynham Hartley 3 September 11 
 
The cost of support for the president has skyrocketed under Zuma ---  
particularly in support for his three wives and many children. 
 
CAPE TOWN --- The amount spent on "support" for President Jacob Zuma  
more than doubled in the 2010-11 fiscal year compared with the previous  
period. 
 
The cost of support for the president has skyrocketed under Mr Zuma ---  
particularly in support for his three wives and many children. Extensive  
global travel also contributed to the increases. 
 
The amount spent was 33% more than budgeted, the Presidency's annual  
report, released yesterday, revealed. 
 
The report notes that the expenditure on "support to the president" was  
R42,9m in 2009-10, while a year later the actual amount spent was R89,5m 
--- R22,6m more than the budgeted amount of R66,8m. 
 
The report also showed that Mr Zuma had travelled abroad 33 times in  
2010-11. 
 
This included two visits to Libya, the first of which was designated a  
working visit, while the second was to attend a summit of the African 
Union. 
 



Among the countries Mr Zuma visited were the US, Brazil, Tanzania,  
Algeria, India, Canada, Russia, China and France. 
 
The report said that Cabinet ministers together made 1883 foreign visits  
--- or about 55 foreign visits per minister in a year. 
 
The report says Presidential Support Services provides private  
secretarial and administrative support to the president and co-ordinates  
his domestic and international programmes. 
 
Democratic Alliance (DA) parliamentary leader Athol Trollip, said  
yesterday the figures were precisely the reason the DA had been pushing  
for Parliament to se up a special committee to oversee the Presidency's  
activities. 
 
Every government department has a corresponding parliamentary 
committee  
which provides oversight of activities and spending. The Presidency is  
the only national government structure which has no such parliamentary  
committee. 
 
"This reinforces the need for such a committee. The Presidency is  
spending huge amounts of money and there is no oversight. It is a case  
of 'have jet will fly'," Mr Trollip said. 
 
An earlier DA intervention --- the introduction of a private member's  
bill aimed at reducing the scope of presidential power, particularly  
with regard to the enrichment of people close to Mr Zuma --- came under  
fire in the National Assembly. 
 
African National Congress MP Mduduzi Manana described it as "blatant  
opportunism and politicking in the extreme". Currently, the Executive  
Members' Ethics Act and other oversight mechanisms to oversee the  
interests of the executive, serve to monitor aspects of transparency and  
accountability. 
 
The DA's conjecture that "the potential for the individuals closest to  
the president to be favoured in state deals is considerable", would not  
pass muster, Mr Manana said yesterday. 
 
"To suggest that because the president is in a powerful position implies  
unfettered access to business deals by his family is inaccurate at best,  
and misleading at worst," he said. 
 
"The raising of the business interests of the president's immediate and  
extended family borders on witch-hunting and denying the president's  
family members the right to participate in the economy. 
 
"We welcome all efforts to strengthen oversight. However, where these  
measures seek to serve narrow political interests and target specific  
individuals under the guise of oversight; we call for sober engagement." 
hartleyw@bdfm.co.za 
www.businessday.co.za 

 

Greek students take on the state 

 
 

 
The Vast Minority 1 September 2011 
 



 GREEK students are leading a new wave of resistance against neoliberal 
tyranny.  
 
At least university 116 departments across the country are now under 
student occupation as a big radical protest approaches in Syntagma Square 
on Saturday.  
 
The student rebellion has been sparked by a new education bill bringing 
sweeping changes to Greece’s higher education system, including immense 
funding cuts and abolition of academic asylum.  
 
From the Greek Streets reports that general assemblies are happening all 
this week and next week and says it is very likely that the number of 
occupations will increase dramatically.  
 
It adds: "There seems to be a completely unprecedented agreement 
between students across almost the entire political spectrum for 
mobilisations against the voted law: this is rapidly becoming a stand-off 
between the student community and the Parliament."  
 
A statement on the Athens protest called for 7pm (Greek time) on 
Saturday September 3 says: "On September 3rd we are everywhere. We fill 
up Syntagma Square.  
 
"The squares are us and we are everywhere. We are all. We started as 
indignated people, we have decided, and in a little while we will be 
revolting in masses until those who drove us here go away. Until we kick 
out the bankers' and the market’s governments and system."  
www.vastminority.blogspot.com 
www.occupiedlondon.org/blog 

 

Widespread waste and fraud in war spending 

 
 

 
 

Yahoo News 31 August 2011  
 
In its final report to Congress, to be publicly released Wednesday, the 
Commission on Wartime Contracting said the waste could grow as U.S. 
support for reconstruction projects and programs wanes, leaving Iraq and 
Afghanistan to bear the long-term costs of sustaining the schools, medical 
clinics, barracks, roads and power plants already built with American 
money. 
 
Government agencies should overhaul the way they award and manage 
contracts in war zones so they don't repeat the mistakes made in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, the commission said. Among the report's 15 recommendations 
are the creation of an inspector general to monitor contracting and the 
appointment of a senior government official to improve planning and 
coordination. 
 
The Associated Press obtained a copy of the commission's 240-page report 
in advance of its public release. The commission was established by 
Congress in 2008 and ceases operating at the end of September. 
 
Overall, the commission said spending on contracts and grants to support 
U.S. operations in Iraq and Afghanistan is expected to exceed $206 billion 
by the end of the 2011 budget year. Based on its investigation, the 
commission said contracting waste in Afghanistan ranged from 10 percent 



to 20 percent of the $206 billion total. Fraud during the same period ran 
between 5 percent and 9 percent of the total, the report said. 
 
Styled after the Truman Committee, which examined World War II 
spending six decades ago, the commission was vested with broad authority 
to examine military support contracts, reconstruction projects and private 
security companies. But the law creating the commission also dictated that 
it would cease operating at the end of September 2011, even as the U.S. 
operations in Iraq and Afghanistan continue to be heavily supported by 
contractors. 
 
Sen. Claire McCaskill, D-Mo., who co-sponsored legislation to establish the 
commission, said in a statement emailed Tuesday that "it is disgusting to 
think that nearly a third of the billions and billions we spent on contracting 
was wasted or used for fraud." 
 
The commission cited numerous examples of waste, including a $360 
million U.S.-financed agricultural development program in Afghanistan. 
The effort began as a $60 million project in 2009 to distribute vouchers for 
wheat seed and fertilizer in drought-stricken areas of northern 
Afghanistan. The program expanded into the south and east. Soon the U.S. 
was spending a $1 million a day on the program, creating an environment 
ripe for waste and abuse, the commission said. 
 
"Paying villagers for what they used to do voluntarily destroyed local 
initiatives and diverted project goods into Pakistan for resale," the 
commission said. 
 
The Afghan insurgency's second largest funding source after the illegal drug 
trade is the diversion of money from U.S.-backed construction projects and 
transportation contracts, according to the commission. But the report does 
not say how much money has been funneled to the insurgency. The money 
typically is lost when insurgents and warlords threaten Afghan 
subcontractors with violence unless they pay for protection, according to 
the report. 
 
The Associated Press reported earlier this month that U.S. military 
authorities in Kabul believe $360 million in U.S. tax dollars has ended up in 
the hands of people the American-led coalition has spent nearly a decade 
battling: the Taliban, criminals and power brokers with ties to both. The 
military said only a small percentage of the $360 million has been garnered 
by the Taliban and insurgent groups. Most of the money was lost to 
profiteering, bribery and extortion by criminals and power brokers. 
news.yahoo.com 

 

Class Action Against Bread Cartel Goes Ahead Despite Ruling 

 
 

 
 

Black Sash & others30 August2011 
 
We are disappointed but not deterred by today?s decision to refuse us  
leave to appeal an earlier ruling denying us a class certification  
order? in our lawsuit against the three bread giants found guilty of  
price-fixing. We remain committed and determined to pursue our battle  
for compensation against Pioneer Foods, Tiger Consumer Brands and  
Premier Foods despite Acting Judge Francois Van Zyl?s decision to deny  
us the opportunity to represent bread consumers in the Western Cape.  
Millions of people have suffered as a result of their corrupt and  



corrosive business practices and we will now petition the Supreme Court  
of Appeal to hear the matter. We are confident that a higher court may  
arrive at a different decision. 
 
The Children?s Resources Centre, Black Sash, COSATU (Western Cape), the  
National Consumer Forum and five individual bread consumers filed their  
original application to represent consumers in November last year after  
the three bread giants were found guilty by the Competition Commission  
of taking part in a cartel that fixed the price of bread. 
 
Black Sash Advocacy Programme Manager Nkosikhulule Nyembezi says 
today's ruling only strengthens their determination. ?The fines handed 
down by the Competition authorities do not act as sufficient deterrents to 
big 
companies making massive profits. Importantly, these administrative  
penalties don?t compensate those who?ve actually suffered as a result of  
their corruption. By acting collectively, we as consumers can hold these  
companies to account and make them pay for the damage and loss they 
have caused us explains Nyembezi. 
 
Co-ordinator of Children?s Resources Centre Marcus Solomon says it was  
morally abhorrent that these bread producers profited illegally from the  
sale of a staple food. ?Their ongoing collusive activities robbed  
millions of poor and vulnerable families on a daily basis and over many  
years. By doing so, they undermined our society's attempts to realise  
the Constitutional right to food and adequate nourishment, especially for 
children. says Solomon. 
 
COSATU Western Cape Regional Organiser, Mike Louw, says overcharging 
for bread over so many years hit poor households really hard. These 
families are sometimes spending over half their income on food and often 
buy two or three loaves of bread a day as part of their efforts to sustain 
themselves on meagre incomes. The accumulative damage of inflated 
bread prices is devastating, especially on a country battling to cope with 
such high levels of poverty and unemployment,? explains Louw. 
www.blacksash.org.za 
 
For more information contact: 
Nkosikhulule Nyembezi 
Advocacy Programme Manager 
Black Sash 
Cell: 082-429 4719 
nyembezi@blacksash.org.za  
 
Marcus Solomon 
Coordinator 
Children?s Resources Centre 
Cell: 072 468 2156 
marcuscrc@gmail.com  
crcchild@telkomsa.net  
 
Thami Bolani 
Chairperson 
National Consumer Forum 
Mobile: 083-679 9489 
BOLANITA@sabs.co.za  
 
Mike Louw 
Regional Organiser 
Cosatu Western Cape 



Mobile: 082-339 5443 
mike@cosatu.org.za 
 
Sarah Nicklin 
Media Officer 
Black Sash 
Mobile: 073-150 9525 
sarah@blacksash.org.za  
 
For more about Black Sash, refer to www.blacksash.org.za 

 
 
Bread class action bid falters 
IOL News 29 August 2011  
 
The Western Cape High Court has refused leave for an appeal against a 
ruling preventing a class action lawsuit against the country's three major 
bread producers.  
 
Acting Judge Francois van Zyl said the importance of the issue did not 
justify granting leave to appeal.  
 
Pioneer Foods, Premier Foods and Tiger Consumer Brands were recently 
fined by the Competition Tribunal for their involvement in bread price-
fixing.  
 
In order to launch a class action lawsuit, the parties seeking redress had to 
obtain “certification of a class action” from the High Court.  
 
The initial application for certification was brought by five individuals, as 
well as the civic organisations, The Children's Resource Centre Trust, the 
Black Sash Trust, the Congress of SA Trade Unions and the National 
Consumer Forum.  
 
To obtain certification, the aggrieved parties had to define the class of 
people they wished to represent, and the periods in which they had been 
adversely affected by the price-fixing.  
 
In the initial application for certification, before Acting Judge Francois van 
Zyl, senior counsel Geoff Budlender said there were two classes to be 
certified - a broad group of consumers adversely affected by the illegal 
price-fixing, and a smaller group whose rights in terms of the Constitution 
had been infringed.  
 
The initial application was dismissed on the ground that the aggrieved 
parties had failed to make out a case for a sufficiently identifiable class of 
persons. The aggrieved parties were also required to indicate, in papers 
before court, the periods when the prohibited price-fixing had happened, 
but had not done so.  
 
In today's judgment, Van Zyl said the main requirement for granting an 
application for leave to appeal was that there had to be a reasonable 
prospect of success on appeal.  
 
He agreed with Budlender that the application was of substantial public 
importance. However, this was not the only requirement for leave to 
appeal to be granted.  
 
If the decision to refuse class action certification was wrong, leave to 



appeal could be granted by way of a petition to the Supreme Court of 
Appeal, he said. - Sapa  
www.iol.co.za 

 

Anti-corruption march in Polokwane 

 
 

 
 

Cosatu's anti-corruption march in Polokwane today signalled the fading 
fortunes of Julius Malema in his home province of Limpopo 
Cedric Mboyisa, City Press, Johannesburg 26 August 2011 
 
Most of the marchers' songs took aim at the ANC Youth League leader for  
his "tenderpreneuring ways". 
 
They called for his arrest in song. "Voetsek, Malema. Malema and  
(Limpopo premier Cassel) Mathale are doing crime. To hell with  
godfathers and mafias," they sang. 
 
Thousands of Cosatu marchers made their way to the premier's office,  
Polokwane police station, the offices of the South African Revenue  
Service (SARS) and South African Local Government Association (Salga)  
offices. 
 
Mathale opted not to accept the memorandum himself. 
 
He dispatched his Education MEC, Dickson Masemola, to do the honours.  
Masemola was booed and heckled by the angry protesters when he tried to  
address them. 
 
In the memorandum, Cosatu demanded that certain companies, some of 
which  
have links to Malema and Mathale, be blacklisted from getting government  
contracts. The trade federation also demanded a forensic audit of these  
companies. 
 
The marchers taunted Mathale's allies by singing President Jacob Zuma's  
signature liberation song Awuleth' Umshini Wami. 
 
The marchers then proceeded to the police station where criminal  
complaints were laid against these companies. 
 
It is unclear whether Cosatu opened criminal cases against Mathale and  
Malema as Cosatu provincial secretary Dan Sebabi refused to give out  
such information. 
 
At SARS, Cosatu called for the lifestyle audits of "corrupt" politicians  
and government officials. 
 
In a veiled attack on Malema, Cosatu said some people had to explain how  
they could afford to live in "multimilliom rand houses" and drive "posh  
cars" when they had never been employed in their life. 
 
The final stop was the Salga offices, where Cosatu handed over another  
dossier on the companies that must be blacklisted. 
 
Said Sebabi: "To be corrupt is satanism."The highly successful march had  
the endorsement of organisations such as the ANC, SACP and other Cosatu  
allies. 



 
"It is our revolutionary duty to fight against corruption," said ANC  
provincial secretary Joe Maswanganyi. 
http://www.citypress.co.za/Politics/News/Voetsek-Malema-20110826  

 

Euro bailout in doubt as 'hysteria' sweeps Germany 

 
 

 
 

Ambrose Evans-Pritchard 28 August 2011 
 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel no longer has enough coalition votes in  
the Bundestag to secure backing for Europe's revamped rescue machinery,  
threatening a consitutional crisis in Germany and a fresh eruption of  
the euro debt saga. 
 
Mrs Merkel has cancelled a high-profile trip to Russia on September 7,  
the crucial day when the package goes to the Bundestag and the country's  
constitutional court rules on the legality of the EU's bail-out machinery. 
 
If the court rules that the E440 billion rescue fund (EFSF) breaches  
treaty law or undermines German fiscal sovereignty, it risks setting off  
an instant brushfire across monetary union. 
 
The seething discontent in Germany over Europe's debt crisis has spread  
to all the key institutions of the state. "Hysteria is sweeping  
Germany," said Klaus Regling, the EFSF's director. 
 
German media reported that the latest tally of votes in the Bundestag  
shows that 23 members from Mrs Merkel's own coalition plan to vote  
against the package, including twelve of the 44 members of Bavaria's  
Social Christians (CSU). This may force the Chancellor to rely on  
opposition votes, risking a government collapse. 
 
Christian Wulff, Germany's president, stunned the country last week by  
accusing the European Central Bank of going "far beyond its mandate"  
with mass purchases of Spanish and Italian debt, and warning that the  
Europe's headlong rush towards fiscal union stikes at the "very core" of  
democracy. "Decisions have to be made in parliament in a liberal  
democracy. That is where legitimacy lies," he said. 
 
A day earlier the Bundesbank had fired its own volley, condemning the  
ECB's bond purchases and warning the EU is drifting towards debt union  
without "democratic legitimacy" or treaty backing. 
 
Joahannes Singhammer, leader of the CSU's Bundestag group, accused the  
ECB of acting "dangerously" by jumping the gun before parliaments had  
voted. The ECB is implicitly acting on behalf of the rescue fund until  
it is ratified. 
 
A CSU document to be released on Monday flatly rebuts the latest accord  
between Chancellor Merkel and French president Nicholas Sarkozy, saying  
plans for an "economic government for eurozone states" are unacceptable.  
It demands treaty changes to let EMU states go bankrupt, and to eject  
them from the euro altogether for serial abuses. 
 
"An unlimited transfer union and pooling of debts for any length of time  
would imply a shared financial government and decisively change the  
character of a European confederation of states," said the draft,  
obtained by Der Spiegel. 



 
Mrs Merkel faces mutiny even within her own Christian Democrat (CDU)  
family. Wolfgang Bossbach, the spokesman for internal affairs, said he  
would oppose the package. "I can't vote against my own conviction," he 
said. 
 
The Bundestag is expected to decide late next month on the package,  
which empowers the EFSF to buy bonds pre-emptively and recapitalize  
banks. While the bill is likely to pass, the furious debate leaves no  
doubt that Germany will resist moves to boost the EFSF's firepower yet  
further. Most City banks say the fund needs ???2 trillion to stop the  
crisis engulfing Spain and Italy. 
 
Mrs Merkel's aides say she is facing "war on every front". The next  
month will decide her future, Germany's destiny, and the fate of  
monetary union. 
www.telegraph.co.uk 

 

Fukushima may be off-limits for decades 

 
 

 
 

 
IOL News 27 August 2011 
 
A TEPCO worker in protective gear pointing to a cracked concrete pit near 
the Number 2 reactor at the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant in 
Japan. 
 
Tokyo - Areas surrounding Japan's crippled Fukushima nuclear plant could 
remain uninhabitable for decades due to high radiation, the government 
warned on Saturday as it struggles to clean up after the world's worst 
nuclear disaster since Chernobyl.  
 
Japan faces the daunting task of decontaminating large areas of land 
around the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear complex, which is still leaking low 
levels of radiation nearly six months after an earthquake and tsunami 
triggered a nuclear meltdown.  
 
In a meeting with local officials on Saturday, the government estimated it 
could take more than 20 years before residents could safely return to areas 
with current radiation readings of 200 millisieverts per year, and a decade 
for areas at 100 millisieverts per year.  
 
The estimates, which merely confirm what many experts have been saying 
for months, are based on the natural decline of radiation over time and do 
not account for the impact of decontamination steps such as removing 
affected soil.  
 
An vast area is still uninhabitable around the Chernobyl plant 25 years 
after that disaster.  
 
The Japanese government unveiled guidelines this week with the aim of 
halving radiation in problem areas in two years, but for spots with very 
high readings it could take much longer to reach safe levels.  
 
“I can't deny the possibility that it could be a long time before people can 
return to and live in regions with high radiation levels,” outgoing Prime 
Minister Naoto Kan was quoted by domestic media as telling Fukushima 



Governor Yuhei Sato.  
 
Japan has banned people from entering within 20km of the Fukushima 
plant, located 240km northeast of Tokyo. Around 80,000 people have been 
evacuated since the March 11 quake and tsunami and many are living in 
shelters or temporary homes.  
 
The government's announcement follows the release of data this week 
showing radiation readings in 35 spots in the evacuation zone above the 20 
millisieverts per year level deemed safe by the government. The highest 
reading was 508 millisieverts in the town of Okuma, about 3km from the 
nuclear plant.  
 
Kan, who resigned on Friday as leader of the ruling Democratic Party of 
Japan amid intense criticism of his handling of the nuclear crisis, also told 
Sato that the government planned to build a temporary storage facility in 
Fukushima for radioactive waste.  
 
The accident at the Fukushima plant is likely to have released about 15 
percent of the radiation released at Chernobyl in 1986, Japan's Nuclear 
and Industrial Safety Agency has estimated.  
 
But that is still more than seven times the amount of radiation produced 
by Three Mile Island accident in the United States in 1979, and experts 
have estimated Japan's decontamination efforts could cost as much as 10 
trillion yen  
www.iol.co.za 

 

Dash for profit in post-war Libya carve-up 

 
 

 
 

Jerome Taylor, Kevin Rawlinson, Laurie Martin and Charlotte Allen 
(Independent.co.uk)26 August 2011 
 
British businesses are scrambling to return to Libya in anticipation 
of the end to the country's civil war, but they are concerned that 
European and North American rivals are already stealing a march as a 
new race to turn a profit out of the war-torn nation begins. 
 
Business leaders with previous experience of making deals in Libya 
have told The Independent that plans are in hand to send a trade 
mission to Benghazi to meet leaders of the Transitional National 
Council (TNC). 
 
Lord Trefgarne, a Conservative peer and chair of the Libyan British 
Business Council, said he hoped to be able to lead a group to the 
country "by late September, early October". He said: "Any mission 
would be done in consultation with the TNC and would only be made if 
adequate security protections were in place. I believe we should be 
trying to make sure we can get whatever business we can." 
 
After five months of fighting in the world's 12th-largest oil 
producer, industry figures are acutely aware that billions could be 
made in the coming years from rebuilding Libya. Immediate focus will 
fall on the country's oil fields that are currently producing a 10th 
of the 1.6 million barrels a day that were exported pre-revolution. 
 
There is also intense lobbying for the multibillion-pound 



reconstruction contracts that are likely to be offered once fighting 
ends. The Independent conducted a straw poll of more than 20 Western 
companies with previous business commitments in Libya. None would talk 
publicly about its plans but many admitted privately that they were 
keen to return once security allowed. 
www.independent.co.uk 

 

China: Thousands protest against pollution 

 
 

 
 

Second major protest against pollution in one week 
Chinaworker 24 August 2011 
 
Residents of Lianhua County in the southeastern province of Jiangxi staged 
a large demonstration against a polluting chemical plant on 16 August. 
Their protest came just two days after more then 12,000 took the streets 
of Dalian, in the northeast, forcing the city authorities to close a 
petrochemical plant. Read our report on the Dalian protests here.  
 
Locals involved in the Jiangxi protest organised a blockade over several 
months at the entrance of Longsen Industrial Company, which they blame 
for severe pollution of water, fish, and crops in the area. On Tuesday 16 
August, the local government decided to crack down on the 
demonstration, sending in hundreds of armed police. Reports have 
surfaced of police beatings and injuries to several protesters.  
 
The demonstration moved onto a major highway to block traffic, drawing 
even fiercer repression from the authorities. Unconfirmed reports say that 
over 2,000 people took part in the protest. Several arrests were made and 
an eyewitness told the Epoch Times that, “The police used electric batons 
to beat them, including children who were merely 12 or 13 years old.”  
 
According to blog commentaries the company manufactures alloys, 
releasing several toxic substances such as chromium and lead into the local 
environment. This has been blamed for fish deaths and destruction of 
vegetation.  
 
“Since last year, many children started to get sick. As two children died 
afterward, villagers were so infuriated that they blocked the entrance of 
the plant, and didn’t allow the plant to be operational. They have blocked 
the front entrance with mud and bricks since four or five months ago,” one 
villager told the Epoch Times.  
 
Mass protest in Dalian on August 14 forced the government to close down 
Fujia petrochemical plant  
 
The demonstrations of recent days are just the “tip of the iceberg”. There 
are thousands of pollution-related protests in China every year. The 
reasons are not hard to find, with unprecedented environmental 
destruction resulting from runaway and poorly supervised industrialisation, 
and a total lack of democratic rights and organisations through which local 
communities can influence these developments.  
 
Earlier in August, a factory in Shandong province suffered a deadly 
chemical gas leak with 125 people, mostly workers and local residents, 
hospitalised. In Dalian, a tropical storm caused waves that breeched a 
protective dike at the Fujia petrochemical plant, raising fears of a 
Fukushima-like leak of “PX” – a dangerous liquid – from the plant. Three 



months ago, there were big protests in Yunnan province over poisonous 
chemical waste being dumped illegally into local waterways.  
 
On a nationwide basis, hundreds of thousands of children in China have 
suffered lead poisoning, causing permanent mental and physical 
disabilities, according to a report by US-based Human Rights Watch. This 
report cited widespread repression, detention and other forms of police 
action to prevent victims of lead poisoning from protesting their situation 
and seeking compensation.  
 
Socialists and the chinaworker.info website campaign for independent 
trade unions and organisations to represent workers’ and poor farmers’ 
interests. We call for the release of those arrested during the Lianhua 
County protests – to struggle to protect the environment is not a crime!  
 
China has become a dumping ground for hazardous waste and its natural 
resources are being recklessly exploited without consideration for people 
or the effects on the environment. This is taking place only for the short-
term gain of profiteering capitalists and the corrupt officials they work 
with. Their power over the economy must be broken if we are to prevent 
the destruction of water sources, land and the air we breathe!  
 
Socialists demand fully democratic elections and control over all levels of 
government. We need democratic planning to shift economic resources to 
clean energy and safe production methods – in the interest of the people 
not profit.  
www.socialistworld.net/doc/5239 
www.chinaworker.info 

 

Exploited and abused in the Western Cape 

 
 

 
 

Mail & Guardian 23 August 2011 
 
A report into the working conditions of farmworkers in the Western Cape 
fruit and wine industries released on Tuesday has revealed shocking details 
of human rights abuses in the sector.  
 
The Human Rights Watch (HRW) report entitled Ripe with Abuse details the 
daily experience of many of the province's 121 000 farmworkers who face 
harsh treatment from employers, exposure to toxic pesticides and often no 
access to drinking water or toilets. 
 
Read "Fruit of a poisoned vine" to see how the treatment of workers will 
affect the local wine industry. 
 
Despite working in one of South Africa's most profitable industries, the 
workers earn among the lowest wages in the country. 
 
In addition to the shocking working conditions, also described in the report 
is how most workers in the sector who live on the farms where they work 
face the constant threat of eviction, due to unfavourable land tenure 
rights. 
 
Inhumane conditions 
The report is based on the testimonies of current or former farmworkers, 
as well as farm dwellers. 
 



One of the respondents, a farmworker referred to as Isaak S, described 
how for over a decade he and his family have lived in a hovel with no 
amenities such as electricity or running water. The former pig pen does 
not even have appropriate shelter and coverage to protect his wife and 
children from the elements.  
 
According to the report, when Isaak requested alternative accommodation 
he was told by his employer that other farm workers had to "be gotten rid 
of" before his needs could be addressed. Ten years later, he and his family 
still reside in the same pig stall. 
 
In a separate case, Dino M, who works with pesticides every day, told how 
he had been given inadequate protective clothing to wear while working 
with the toxic chemicals. According to his testimony, he received only 
gloves and overalls which did not completely shield him from the harmful 
pesticides. In attempts to block the spray of chemicals he, along with 
other workers, covered their faces with their caps. 
 
Sinah B endured forced eviction. She spoke of her harassment at the hands 
of employers who tried to evict her from the farm she worked on. Cutting 
the electricity and running water in the middle of winter, farm security 
guards harassed Sinah and her two children day and night in their efforts 
to get her to leave the premises. 
 
Attempts by workers to form unions to improve their conditions have 
failed, by and large, with the report showing how labourers are in many 
cases denied their right to freedom of association, and threatened with 
dismissal. 
 
Government to blame 
The report details how many of the instances of abuse and rough working 
conditions are as a result of government shirking its duty in implementing 
rules and regulations meant to protect the rights of farmworkers. 
 
On many accounts in the report, local government authorities have been 
slow to assist farmworkers, as there is no clear legislation on which 
government department or organ of state is tasked with overseeing 
workers' conditions. 
 
In addition, routine checks by the Department of Labour on farms in the 
province are often not carried out, and yield little to no results in 
improving working conditions when they are conducted. 
 
Municipal governments are generally unprepared to assist evicted farm 
dwellers, and there is no clear agreement on which government entity is 
responsible for doing so. 
 
This has resulted in gross violations of the country's Health and Safety Act, 
along with the Basic Conditions of Employment Act, the report noted. 
 
Immediate action 
As part of its recommendations, the HRW has called for action from several 
roleplayers in the sector. 
 
The Department of Labour has been requested to enforce compliance with 
existing labour laws and impose sanction on violators, while the 
Department of Rural Development and Land Reform should ensure the land 
rights of workers and eliminate illegal evictions. 
 
The HRW has also demanded farm owners take an active role in ensuring 



incorrect labour practices cease in the province by creating a system to 
implement and monitor the Agri Wes-Cape Code of Conduct. 
 
Additionally, the report encourages consumers and retailers of products in 
the sector to scrutinise the willingness of suppliers to ensure the 
conditions of farmworkers improve. 
 
Human Rights Watch has released a report which reveals flawed working 
and living conditions for those who produce South Africa's renowned wines 
and fruit in the Western Cape. For more click here. 
mg.co.za 

 

Abuses by All Sides Fueling Crisis in Somalia 

 
 

 
 

Democracy now 20 August 2011 
 
A new report by Human Rights Watch accuses all sides in the Somali 
conflict of committing war crimes. The report, "'You Don't Know Who to 
Blame’: War Crimes in Somalia," calls on all sides to immediately end 
abuses against civilians, hold those responsible to account, and ensure 
access to aid and free movement of people fleeing conflict and drought. 
The report is highly critical of the Islamist group al-Shabab, as well as the 
U.S.-backed Somali Transitional Federal Government and the African Union 
peacekeeping forces. Human Rights Watch is calling on the United States 
and other international donors to withhold financial and military aid to the 
Somali transitional government, unless the government sets clear 
benchmarks for the respect of international humanitarian and human 
rights law and accountability for serious abuses. We look at the connection 
between the conflict and the devastating famine with Rona Peligal, deputy 
director of the Africa Division for Human Rights Watch. [includes rush 
transcript] 
 
AMY GOODMAN: The United Nations says in the Horn of Africa more than 
12 million people are on the verge of starvation. Now the U.N. World Food 
Programme says it’s investigating the theft and sale of food intended for 
famine victims in Somalia. The Associated Press has uncovered eight sites 
in Mogadishu markets where thousands of sacks of food stamped with the 
WFP logo were being sold. 
 
CHRISTIANE BERTHIAUME: [The World] Food Programme condemns, in the 
strongest possible terms, any action that would take even the smallest 
amount of food from starving and vulnerable Somalis, and we will 
rigorously investigate any allegation of theft of humanitarian food. WFP is 
confident that the vast majority of humanitarian food is reaching starving 
people in Mogadishu and saving lives every day. The Associated Press story 
alleging that thousands of bag have been looted or stolen would equal less 
than one percent of one month’s food distribution in Somalia. 
 
AMY GOODMAN: That was Christiane Berthiaume, press spokesperson for 
the World Food Programme. 
 
According to the U.N., more than 3.2 million Somalis are in need of food 
aid, nearly half the country’s population. The ongoing crisis has already 
claimed the lives of 29,000 Somali children under the age of five. 
 
The World Bank Group’s Food Price Watch says record high global food 
prices have contributed to the crisis in the Horn of Africa and put the 



poorest people at continued risk. 
 
JOSÉ CUESTA: Soaring prices in connection with, of course, the drought 
and other issues like political instability, conflict, civilian unrest and 
displacements have contributed to a catastrophe, affecting more than 12 
million people in the Horn of Africa. 
 
AMY GOODMAN: That was José Cuesta, senior economist of the Poverty 
Reduction and Equity Group at the World Bank. 
 
Meanwhile, U.N. Security Council has said it will hold a meeting in Somalia 
to focus on the creation of a roadmap to peace and stability. India’s 
ambassador to the United Nations, Hardeep Singh Puri, said the meeting 
would take place next month. He said the U.N. Security Council has urged 
all parties to make humanitarian aid more accessible. 
 
AMBASSADOR HARDEEP SINGH PURI: The members of the Security Council 
urged all parties and armed groups to ensure full, safe and unhindered 
access for the timely delivery of humanitarian aid to persons in need of 
assistance across Somalia and to take appropriate steps to ensure the 
safety and security of drought-affected populations and humanitarian 
personnel and supplies. 
 
AMY GOODMAN: Well, a new report by Human Rights Watch has accused 
all sides in the Somali conflict of committing war crimes. The report is 
called "'You Don't Know Who to Blame’: War Crimes in Somalia." It calls on 
all sides to immediately end abuses against civilians, hold those 
responsible to account, and ensure access to aid and free movement of 
people fleeing conflict and drought. The report is highly critical of the 
Islamist group al-Shabab, as well as the U.S.-backed Somali Transitional 
Federal Government and the African Union peacekeeping forces. 
 
Human Rights Watch is calling on the United States and other international 
donors to withhold financial and military aid to the Somali transitional 
government, unless let the government sets clear benchmarks for respect 
of international humanitarian and human rights law. 
 
To talk more about the situation in Somalia and the findings of the recent 
report, we’re joined by Rona Peligal, the deputy director of the Africa 
Division for Human Rights Watch. 
 
Welcome to Democracy Now! 
 
RONA PELIGAL: Thank you. 
 
AMY GOODMAN: So, lay out your findings. We are continually hearing that 
al-Shabab is to blame for what is happening in Somalia. 
 
RONA PELIGAL: Mm-hmm. Well, al-Shabab does deserve a good bit of the 
blame, because it has horrific human rights practices and controls a good 
part of Somalia, but one of the stories that’s not been told are the abuses 
that have been committed by the Transitional Federal Government and the 
AMISOM troops in Somalia, which have returned fire when al-Shabab has 
fired on crowds, and also committed indiscriminate attacks against 
civilians, has arbitrarily arrested and detained people, restricted freedom 
of expression and the like. And this has also—this has also antagonized the 
civilian population. 
 
AMY GOODMAN: Talk about who the federal government is in Somalia, who 
these troops are. 



 
RONA PELIGAL: Mm-hmm. Well, there is a small federal government in 
Somalia that’s meant to be a transitional government, that will be in 
power for another year while there is this roadmap process taking place, 
though that federal government, which controls only Mogadishu, and not 
even all of Mogadishu, is supported by African Union troops, a mission in 
Somalia, and that is supported by Ethiopia and by the international 
community, including the United States. 
 
AMY GOODMAN: How did Somalia get to this point? 
 
RONA PELIGAL: Well, it’s a very complicated situation. It’s a 20-year 
conflict at this point. There has been a rampant lack of accountability for 
the kinds of abuses that we have documented here. And those abuses have 
continued. What’s interesting about the famine now is that it’s calling—it’s 
focusing attention on Somalia that it has, in some ways, eluded for several 
years. 
 
AMY GOODMAN: Talk about what is happening with the World Food 
Programme, the food that we have heard about, the WFP-marked sacks of 
food that are being sold in the marketplace. 
 
RONA PELIGAL: Mm-hmm. Well, we haven’t tracked that particular 
incident, but we do know that humanitarian aid has been imperiled 
throughout Somalia. And this has certainly exacerbated the crisis. We 
know that al-Shabab, for example, has prevented people from growing 
food. It has pilfered livestock. It has exacted very high taxes. And it has 
really undermined food security in the area. This has compounded the 
refugee crisis that we see and exacerbated the famine conditions that we 
see. 
 
AMY GOODMAN: The humanitarian impact of the conflict? 
 
RONA PELIGAL: Mm-hmm. Well, it’s been very grave. I mean, there are 
400,000 people in the Dadaab refugee camp alone in northern Kenya. This 
is where Human Rights Watch did our research. We returned to the camp 
numerous times to talk to Somalis who were fleeing the conflict in 
Somalia, to find out why did they flee and what did they experience. And 
the abuses have been horrific on all sides. 
 
AMY GOODMAN: Last month, we spoke to Jeremy Scahill, independent 
journalist, Democracy Now! correspondent, who had just returned from 
Somalia. He discussed his research in Somalia revealing a secret CIA 
facility being used for counterterrorism, as well as an underground prison 
in the Somali capital of Mogadishu. 
 
JEREMY SCAHILL: When we arrived in Mogadishu, within days, we 
discovered that the CIA had just finished construction of a pretty massive 
compound at the Aden Adde International Airport in Mogadishu. And the 
compound, which is not even hidden in plain sight—it’s just in plain sight—
looks like a gated community. It has about a dozen buildings inside of it, 
brand new. It’s a walled compound with guard posts at all of its—at each 
of its four corners. It’s right on the banks of the Indian Ocean. And then 
next to it there are six or eight small hangars. And the CIA also has its own 
aircraft there. 
 
I was able to track down a senior Somali intelligence official and began the 
process of investigating this facility. And what I discovered is that the CIA 
is training what was described to me as an indigenous strike force, 
members of Somalia’s National Security Agency, its intelligence division, to 



conduct operations in the areas controlled by the Shabab in Mogadishu. 
And, you know, the situation is very fluid, but the Shabab control a huge 
portion of Mogadishu. And the internationally recognized government 
controls about 30 square miles of territory. When I asked a very prominent 
businessman who works in the port of Mogadishu who controls the rest, he 
said the Shabab government, and referred to it as such. 
 
AMY GOODMAN: That was Jeremy Scahill, whose piece in The Nation was 
just confirmed by the New York Times. Rona Peligal, what kind of effect 
does the CIA presence have on the crisis in Somalia? 
 
RONA PELIGAL: Well, we had done research on the same thing as Mr. 
Scahill had done, three years ago, putting out a report about how Kenya 
had rendered people, Somalis, from the Somalia border back to Ethiopia, 
where they—and then Somalia, where they remained in detention and 
were interrogated by the CIA. We haven’t done more recent research on 
that, but we know that the abuses that the people—that those detained 
suffered were horrific and included torture. 
 
AMY GOODMAN: Keep going on the humanitarian crisis in Somalia. 
 
RONA PELIGAL: Right, and so, you had asked about the humanitarian 
crisis, and I wanted to add that al-Shabab doesn’t actually allow very many 
international humanitarian actors, and that had also similarly compounded 
the crisis. There are only a few humanitarian groups that can gain access 
to al-Shabab-controlled areas. 
 
AMY GOODMAN: The recommendations that Human Rights Watch makes in 
this case? I mean, we’re talking about a dire situation. 
 
RONA PELIGAL: Mm-hmm, and the recommendations are merely addressed 
at, first of all, a call to end the violence by all parties to the conflict, a 
call for accountability, including by the TFG and the AMISOM troops 
supporting it, to ensure that those who commit abuses, like extrajudicial 
killings or indiscriminate fire and shellings and killings of civilians, are held 
to account. We’re also calling for immediate access to humanitarian aid 
and for permission to allow Somalis to flee to safe haven in other 
neighboring countries. 
 
AMY GOODMAN: In the United States, what specifically—and when you talk 
about the U.S. support for the TFG, for the transitional government, forces 
that are there, what should the U.S. do? Withdraw support for these 
forces? 
 
RONA PELIGAL: We’re calling for the conditionality of that support upon 
benchmarks met by TFG and AMISOM that are human right—that are human 
rights benchmarks. 
 
AMY GOODMAN: And al-Shabab? 
 
RONA PELIGAL: And al-Shabab, of course, as well, yeah. 
 
AMY GOODMAN: I want to thank you very much, Rona Peligal, deputy 
director of the Africa Division for Human Rights Watch, for joining us. 
 
RONA PELIGAL: Thank you. 
www.democracynow.org 

 



Graffiti artists: Walled in 

 
 

 
 

Mail & Guardian 19 August 2011 

 
 
 
While painting a wall they believed they had permission to work on, seven 
graffiti artists were arrested in Durban this week in what they say was a 
clear case of police harassment. We take a look at the works of some of 
these artists and others.  
mg.co.za 

 

Anti-pope protesters, police clash 

 
 

 
 

IOL News 18 August 2011  
 
 
Madrid - Spanish police say eight demonstrators were arrested and 11 
people injured in clashes between riot police and protesters opposed to a 
visit by Pope Benedict XVI.  
 
A police official said on Thursday that two of the people injured in the 
disturbances in the Spanish capital were police officers.  
 
Violence broke out on Wednesday night after a march by thousands of 
people angry that - among other things - taxpayer money is being spent on 
the 4-day visit by the Pope for a festival called World Youth Day. The visit 
starts on Thursday.  
 
Police wielding truncheons charged demonstrators several times in Madrid's 
Puerta del Sol plaza, scene of anti-establishment rallies in recent months.  
 
The police official spoke on condition of anonymity in line with 
department rules. - Sapa-AP  
www.iol.co.za 

 



Billionaire funds libertarian islands 

 
 

 
 

Yahoo News 17 August 2011 
 
Pay Pal founder and early Facebook investor Peter Thiel has given $1.25 
million to an initiative to create floating libertarian countries in 
international waters, according to a profile of the billionaire in Details 
magazine. 
 
Thiel has been a big backer of the Seasteading Institute, which seeks to 
build sovereign nations on oil rig-like platforms to occupy waters beyond 
the reach of law-of-the-sea treaties. The idea is for these countries to 
start from scratch--free from the laws, regulations, and moral codes of any 
existing place. Details says the experiment would be "a kind of floating 
petri dish for implementing policies that libertarians, stymied by 
indifference at the voting booths, have been unable to advance: no 
welfare, looser building codes, no minimum wage, and few restrictions on 
weapons." 
 
"There are quite a lot of people who think it's not possible," Thiel said at a 
Seasteading Institute Conference in 2009, according to Details. (His first 
donation was in 2008, for $500,000.) "That's a good thing. We don't need to 
really worry about those people very much, because since they don't think 
it's possible they won't take us very seriously. And they will not actually try 
to stop us until it's too late." 
 
 
The Seasteading Institute's Patri Friedman says the group plans to launch 
an office park off the San Francisco coast next year, with the first full-
time settlements following seven years later. 
 
Thiel made news earlier this year for putting a portion of his $1.5 billion 
fortune into an initiative to encourage entrepreneurs to skip college. 
 
Another tech titan, Amazon founder Jeff Bezos, announced in June that he 
would be funding the "Clock of the Long Now." The clock is designed to 
keep ticking for 10,000 years, and will be built in a mountain in west 
Texas. 

 

Horrors municipal workers face 

 
 

 
 

Stuart Graham 16 August 2011 
 
Rats jumping in their faces, dead babies in bins and infections that spread 
through their fingers are some of the horrors municipal workers face every 
day, a rubbish collector said in Cape Town on Monday.  
 
“You open a bin to collect the rubbish and a rat jumps in your face, “ said 
Sidney Mazana, 47.  
 
“There are big rats and they stink. Rats carry many diseases.”  
 
Mazana was one of several hundred municipal workers who protested 
outside the City of Cape Town offices on Monday morning in demand for 
higher wages.  
 
The crowd around him muttered their agreement as he told of the horrors 



of working as a trash collector in Cape Town.  
 
“My hands were infected last year,” another worker said, lifting his hands 
to demonstrate.  
 
“You get sick all the time in this job. You people in the suburbs feel it if 
we don't come, so now the municipality must pay us.”  
 
Mazana said the worst day of his working life was when he found a dead 
baby in a bin in the suburb of Mouille Point..  
 
“I went to the police that day and took them to the baby. Many people, 
you can ask them here, find dead babies in the bins.”  
 
SA Municipal Workers' Union (Samwu) official Mario Jacobs, who stood on 
the back of a bakkie in front of a wall of barbed wire, urged the protesters 
to call for Cape Town mayor Patricia de Lille.  
 
“Patricia de Zille, she must come and receive our memorandum herself, 
Jacobs said, alluding to the close partnership between De Lille and 
Western Cape premier Helen Zille.  
 
“Patricia de Lille earns R1.4 million a year, a Samwu worker makes R4300 
month. That is disgusting.”  
 
City of Cape Town deputy mayor Ian Nielson told the protesters that the 
city appreciated the contribution they made to communities in the city.  
 
“We understand you want higher wages,” he said, “and we accept your 
right to have a strike in a legal way. I will take your memorandum to the 
mayor and we will give a considered response to it.”  
 
As Nielson left the bakkie where he had received the memo, the crowd 
chanted “voertsek six percent, voertsek”.  
 
A few members of the crowd then pelted the police who were dressed in 
riot gear, throwing onions and sticks at them.  
 
Jacobs told the crowd to return to the same place on Tuesday to continue 
with the protest for Samwu's demand for an 18 percent increase. - Sapa 
www.iol.co.za 

 

Hungary Destroys All Monsanto GMO Maize Fields  

 
 

 
 

Planet Save 15 August 2011  
 
In an effort to rid the country of Monsanto's GMO products, Hungary has 
stepped up the pace. This looks like its going to be another slap in the face 
for Monsanto. A new regulation was introduced this March which stipulates 
that seeds are supposed to be checked for GMO before they are introduced 
to the market. Unfortunately, some GMO seeds made it to the farmers 
without them knowing it.  
 
Almost 1000 acres of maize found to have been grown with genetically 
modified seeds have been destroyed throughout Hungary deputy state 
secretary of the Ministry of Rural Development Lajos Bognar said. The GMO 
maize has been ploughed under, said Lajos Bognar, but pollen has not 



spread from the maize, he added.  
 
Unlike several EU members, GMO seeds are banned in Hungary. The checks 
will continue despite the fact that seed traders are obliged to make sure 
that their products are GMO free, Bognar said.  
 
During their investigation, controllers have found Pioneer and Monsanto 
products among the seeds planted.  
 
The free movement of goods within the EU means that authorities will not 
investigate how the seeds arrived in Hungary but they will check where the 
goods can be found, Bognar said. Regional public radio reported that the 
two biggest international seed producing companies are affected in the 
matter and GMO seeds could have been sown on up to thousands of 
hectares in the country.  
 
Most of the local farmers have complained since they just discovered they 
were using GMO seeds. With season already under way, it is too late to sow 
new seeds, so this years harvest has been lost.  
 
And to make things even worse for the farmers, the company that 
distributed the seeds in Baranya county is under liquidation. Therefore, if 
any compensation is paid by the international seed producers, the money 
will be paid primarily to that company's creditors, rather than the farmers. 
uk.ibtimes.com 

 

Student Protests Turn Violent in Chile 

 
 

 
 

Aljazeera 11 August 2011 
 
Chilean riot police fired tear gas and used water cannons to disperse 
violent protesters on the fringe of an otherwise peaceful student 
demonstration in the capital Santiago. 
Tens of thousands of teachers, students, parents and sympathetic labour 
activists marched in central Santiago on Tuesday for the fifth time in two 
months to demand reforms from the conservative government of President 
Sebastian Pinera. 
 
The peaceful protest came apart when a group of hooded youths hurled 
sticks and rocks at riot police near the presidential palace of La Moneda. 
Some of the youths smashed street lights and broke windows, and a car 
was set ablaze. 
Police said about 60,000 people marched. Organisers put the number 
closer to 100,000.  
"The time has come to fight, not to negotiate," some students said in their 
banners. 
Demonstrators walked past the Dario Salas School, where three minors 
have been on hunger strike for 21 days to support student demands. 
 
Chilean student protests started three months ago and have already led to 
a change of minister. 
 
Last week, close to 900 people were arrested and 90 police officers were 
injured in student protests. 
 
In recent months, hundreds of thousands of people have poured onto the 
streets to support the movement, whose rallies have drawn the biggest 



crowds for protests in Chile since the end of the military dictatorship in 
1990. 
 
The student protest has had a significant impact on Pinera's popularity 
rating, which sank to 26 per cent according to an opinion poll published 
last week, the lowest support rating for any Chilean president since 1990. 
Students want the state to take over the public school system, where 90 
per cent of the country's 3.5 million students are educated. It is currently 
run by local authorities, which protesters say results in deep inequalities. 
Chile has the highest per capita income of any country in Latin America, 
but the Andean nation also has the most skewed income disparity in the 
region. 
Students also want more affordable higher education: most Chilean college 
students take out loans to go to private for-profit universities because 
public colleges are few and underfunded. 
"I'm marching because I have two children and I can't make ends meet; 
they are going to be in debt for years" when they go to college, Graciela 
Hernandez, one of the protesters, told AFP. 
"The government is not listening to us, we want a new education system in 
Chile and the government proposals do not address what we want," said 
Manuel Soto, a protester from the University of Santiago. 
"The protests will continue ... until the government gives us better 
education," Soto told AFP. 
Police authorised the Tuesday march, unlike a protest last Thursday that 
resulted in more than 800 arrests. 
Protests have been mounting since Pinera, the first right-wing president to 
govern Chile since the country returned to democracy in 1990, announced 
wide-ranging education spending cuts earlier in the year. 
Protests also occurred in Chile's other main cities, including Arica, 
Valparaiso and Concepcion. 
Unions representing public workers and copper miners announced they 
would join the students, a sign that the social upheaval against Pinera, in 
power since March 2010, is broadening. 
english.aljazeera.net 
www.zcommunications.org 

 

Morning Market goes to the dogs 

 
 

 
 

Gugu Mbonambi (The Mercury) 8 August 2011  
 
THE Early Morning Market traders in Durban’s Warwick Junction plan to file 
a court application against the eThekwini municipality for failing to 
maintain or upgrade the pothole-riddled market.  
 
The traders say that the municipality has deliberately neglected the 
market because the traders objected to the demolishing of the 100-year-
old market to make way for a multimillion-rand mall.  
 
The market traders and the municipality have been locked in legal 
wrangles since 2009 when the traders opposed the city’s court application 
to demolish the market.  
 
 
Harry Ramlal, chairman of the Early Morning Market Association, said the 
traders had written several letters to the municipality since March last 
year, requesting that maintenance work be done at the market, but their 
pleas had fallen on deaf ears.  



 
Ramlal said potholes and uneven surfaces urgently needed repair, as did 
the damaged roof. He said sewage would often bubble up from the 
manholes, causing a foul smell at the market.  
 
The traders have also complained that rats and cockroaches destroy their 
goods and that general maintenance of the toilets at the market was 
necessary.  
 
Ramlal said there were exposed electrical wires and faulty light bulbs 
which were a safety hazard to both traders and customers. He also said 
the city’s failure to fix potholes had resulted in the injury of two traders 
this year.  
 
Prashela Naidoo, 58, fell and almost lost her left eye after tripping into a 
“giant” pothole. And  
 
Ragina Ramtahal, 65, said an ambulance had to be called when she injured 
her legs after falling into a pothole.  
 
Said Ramlal: “We have asked the municipality so many times to have the 
potholes fixed but they have done absolutely nothing.  
 
Since approximately a year-and-a-half ago the municipality has neglected 
to doanything at the market. The traders are paying their dues but are not 
being provided with the service they deserve,” he said.  
 
Khatija Khallil, the attorney representing the traders, said the firm had 
written to the city’s legal team to establish if the municipality still 
intended to continue with court proceedings to evict the traders and build 
a new mall.  
 
“We have read media reports that the municipality will not go ahead with 
the mall development, but we need confirmation in writing from their 
legal team.  
 
“However they have not reverted whether they want to proceed or not. If 
the municipality does not proceed with the mall, there is no need to 
continue with litigation and they must tender our legal costs,” she said.  
 
Khallil said the firm had consulted the traders and, together with the Legal 
Resources Centre, had decided to bring a court application about the 
maintenance issue at the market.  
 
Kamala Botha of the Legal Resources Centre said they first wrote a letter 
to the city in March this year, detailing the danger posed to people at the 
market by the potholes.  
 
Botha said the traders’ association at the market had offered to repair the 
potholes at their own expense, and in the interests of its members and 
market patrons.  
 
“We were advised that the municipality had refused permission for such 
repairs to be carried out on the basis that the market constitutes 
municipal property, and the traders were prohibited from effecting any 
improvements…”  
 
 
eThekwini’s head of business support, tourism and markets Phillip Sithole 
said the department had tabled a report to the economic de- velopment 



and planning committee recommending that the mall project be stopped 
because the developer was not in the position to continue with it as a 
result of the legal disputes.  
 
He said the National Department of Transport had also withdrawn funding 
for the project because of the delays caused by legal disputes between the 
two parties.  
 
“We have asked architects and engineers to evaluate the conditions at the 
market. We will be receiving the report soon,” said Sithole.  

 

Court orders release of Eskom-BHP price deal 

 
 

 
 

Mail & Guardian 5 August 2011  
 
A judge on Friday ordered state utility Eskom to release details of an 
undisclosed pricing deal with mining giant BHP Billiton which could prove 
embarrassing to both parties.  
 
Media24 requested the information, saying it showed a cosy relationship 
kept secret from the public in which Eskom provided electricity at cut-rate 
prices. 
 
Judge Frans Kgomo said the release was in the public interest, radio 
broadcaster Eyewitness News reported. 
 
Eskom spokesperson Hilary Joffe said the company would not appeal the 
ruling. 
 
BHP could not immediately comment. -- Reuters 
mg.co.za 

 

Murdoch chiefs’ meetings with MPs revealed 

 
 

 
 

James Chapman and Kirsty Walker 27 July 2011  
 
The close links between the British Cabinet and Rupert Murdoch’s scandal-
hit empire were laid bare last night by documents detailing almost 100 
meetings since last year’s election.  
 
George Osborne and Michael Gove feature most prominently in a list of 
meetings between ministers and News International executives rushed out 
in the wake of the phone hacking controversy.  
 
Mr Gove, a former Times journalist who is now Education Secretary, met 
Rupert Murdoch six times after the election, more often than any other 
member of the Cabinet.  
 
They met for dinner, along with then News International chief executive 
Rebekah Brooks, days after the formation of the Coalition last year. Mr 
Gove and the tycoon had dinner twice in the space of ten days last month, 
on June 16 and June 26.  
 
One Liberal Democrat source said the Education Secretary’s relationship 



with the Murdoch empire appeared “very cosy”.  
 
The Chancellor, meanwhile, met senior News Corporation executives 
including Mr Murdoch and Mrs Brooks on 16 occasions for talks and social 
events since taking office. It has emerged that over the same period 
Labour leader Ed Miliband met News Corp executives 14 times.  
 
Mr Osborne, who expressed regret earlier this week for recommending ex-
News of the World editor Andy Coulson as the Tories’ media chief, met Mrs 
Brooks on five occasions after the general election. He met Rupert 
Murdoch twice and his son James on four occasions.  
 
Two of Mr Osborne’s meetings with James Murdoch and Rebekah Brooks 
are understood to have taken place at his grace and favour residence, 
Dorneywood in Buckinghamshire. However, the Chancellor paid for the 
stays out of his own pocket.  
 
Sources said he had made it clear “at the outset” that he could not 
influence the now-abandoned News Corp bid to take full control of 
satellite broadcaster BSkyB.  
 
Only 30 per cent of his overall meetings with media executives were with 
those from News International, a similar proportion to that recorded by Mr 
Miliband, the sources said.  
 
A spokesman for Mr Gove said: “Michael worked for the BBC and News 
International and his wife [journalist Sarah Vine] works for News 
International now.  
 
“He’s known Rupert Murdoch for over a decade. He did not discuss the 
BSkyB deal with the Murdochs and isn’t at all embarrassed about his 
meetings, most of which have been about education, which is his job.”  
 
Culture Secretary Jeremy Hunt met James Murdoch on two occasions in 
January to discuss the News Corp bid for BSkyB. Mr Hunt was hastily 
handed control of media takeovers late last year after Business Secretary 
Vince Cable was stripped of his powers after being caught saying privately 
that he had “declared war” on the Murdoch empire.  
 
David Cameron has already confirmed that he met Murdoch executives 26 
times after entering Downing Street. In total, there were almost 100 
meetings between representatives of the firm and Cabinet ministers. The 
encounters form part of what appears to have been an attempt by the 
company to forge contacts with key ministers as its BSkyB bid was being 
considered.  
 
Labour’s media spokesman Ivan Lewis said: “The publication of these lists 
raises new questions about the discussions David Cameron, George Osborne 
and Michael Gove had about the BSkyB deal, Andy Coulson and phone 
hacking allegations.  
 
“We now need urgent clarification about whether David Cameron or his 
ministers sought to influence the BSkyB decision.”  
 
Conservative Party chairman Baroness Warsi called on Mr Miliband to 
reveal details of meetings between News Corp executives and all Shadow 
Cabinet members.  
 
Mr Cameron, Mr Osborne and Deputy Prime Minister Nick Clegg have met 
executives from the Daily Mail and the Mail on Sunday on 10 occasions 



since the election. - Daily Mail 
www.iol.co.za 

 

Tens of Thousands in Israel Protest Rising Prices 

 
 

 
 

The Real News Network 25 July 2011 
 
Tens of thousands of Israelis poured onto the streets in Tel Aviv to protest 
rising commodity, housing prices and stagnation in salaries 

 

US authorities prepare to subpoena News Corp 

 
 

 
 

Mail & Guardian 23 July 2011  
 
The judicial screws are tightening on Rupert Murdoch's empire in the US as 
the justice department prepares to subpoena News Corporation in its 
investigation into whether the company broke anti-bribery and hacking 
laws on both sides of the Atlantic.  
 
The news that subpoenas are being drawn up, reported by News Corp's 
flagship newspaper the Wall Street Journal, comes a week after attorney 
general Eric Holder said he was launching a preliminary investigation into 
the media group as a result of the UK phone-hacking scandal. 
 
According to the Journal, the subpoenas will be broadly cast to draw 
information from the company relevant to the investigation, though final 
approval has yet to be granted by top justice department officials. In 
addition, it has emerged that federal prosecutors have begun probing 
allegations that News Corp's advertising arm in the US hacked into a 
computer of a competitor as part of a campaign to crush its rival. 
 
A lawyer for the smaller company, Floorgraphics, told NBC he was visited 
by two federal prosecutors and an FBI agent. News Corp declined to 
comment on the legal moves. 
 
Mary Mulligan, a former federal prosecutor in the southern district of New 
York that handles many of the big corporate cases of this sort, said there 
were numerous directions in which the probe of News Corp could go. "This 
is a complicated investigation, and a very important matter that's being 
looked into." She said the FBI and other federal agents would be guided by 
what they found. 
 
"The facts are going to drive any charges that arise -- what was accessed, 
how it was accessed and where." 
 
One specific allegation that the FBI is investigating is whether News of the 
World journalists tried to access the phone records of 9/11 victims. The 
claim was raised in the UK's Daily Mirror, though, so far, no solid evidence 
has emerged to support it. If the accusations are confirmed, News Corp 
could be susceptible to prosecution under Title 18 USC 2701, involving 
unlawful access to stored communications, or 2703 and 2704 if the 
cellphone messages are found to have been stored on a separate server. 
 
News Corp also faces a possibly lengthy and costly federal probe into 



whether it broke anti-bribery laws as part of the illegal News of the World 
phone hacking in the UK. 
 
The company is potentially liable under the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act 
(FCPA), which bans US-based companies from profiting from bribery and 
corruption in other countries. 
 
'Willful blindness' 
News Corp is a US-based firm, its headquarters on Sixth Avenue in 
Manhattan. 
 
FCPA experts have suggested that it could be brought under the auspices 
of the Act because News of the World journalists bribed police officers in 
the UK in search of exclusive stories that in turn increased sales and 
generated profits. 
 
It is not a defence for News Corp executives to argue that they were 
unaware of the bribery. Under the FCPA, a company can still be penalised 
if it should have known -- what is called "willful blindness". 
 
News Corp could also come under the scrutiny of the US Securities and 
Exchange Commission (SEC), which is jointly responsible with the justice 
department for policing the FCPA. 
 
The SEC will want to know whether News Corp properly declared all its 
activities in its accounts or whether it tried to hide any bribes made within 
the UK under false accounting returns. 
 
It is not known precisely what information investigators are seeking from 
News Corp under the subpoenas, but it could include News of the World 
accounts which would then be examined by forensic accountants. 
 
News Corp itself seems to be most anxious about the FCPA side of the 
federal investigations, judging from the legal team it has assembled -- 
some of the heaviest hitters in American legal affairs. 
 
They include Brendan Sullivan, a formidable trial lawyer once described as 
"the legal equivalent of nuclear war", and Mark Mendelsohn, who used to 
head the justice department section that decides which FCPA cases to 
prosecute. He is joined by Michael Mukasey, a former US attorney general, 
and his legal partner Mary Jo White, who represented Siemens in one of 
the largest FCPA cases to date. 
 
The Siemens case underlined how serious an FCPA prosecution could be for 
News Corp. In 2008, the engineering company admitted bribing foreign 
officials around the world and paid a record $800-million in settlement. 
That included $350-million in disgorgement -- a repayment for the profits 
it was estimated to have made as a result of the bribery. 
 
No figure exists for how much money News of the World made out of its 
phone hacking activities. Under the FCPA, a rough calculation would be 
made which News Corp could be forced to disgorge. - guardian.co.uk © 
Guardian News and Media 2011 
mg.co.za 

 

Victory for Abahlali baseMjondolo - Defeat of our detractors! 

 



 
 
 

Press statement of Bishop Rubin Phillip on the acquittal of the 'Kennedy 12' 
18 July 2011 
 
We celebrate the victory that the shack- dwellers' movement, Abahlali 
baseMjondolo, has won in court today where ALL ofthe 'Kennedy 12' have 
finally been acquitted of ALL charges against them. 
 
For three years, since the violent attacks on Kennedy Road in 2009, we 
have stood side-by-side with the accused and with Abahlali while this 
politically-motivated and unjust process has dragged on. We are humbled 
by the 
perseverance of Abahlali, who have remained united, remained strong, 
and remained steadfast throughout. Theirs is the moral strength of those 
who know who they are, who know what they stand for, and who 
steadfastly know and speak the truth.  
 
Abahlali's victory today is a victory for all who speak the truth; it is a 
victory that should give courage to the poor of eThekweni, of South Africa, 
and the world who organise and mobilise together, and who speak and act 
for themselves. That is never an easy path and it seems always to provoke 
slander and violence from the powerful and the rich, and from those who 
would rather speak FOR the poor than listen. But is the path of truth and 
justice, and we would all do well to listen respectfully and offer our 
solidarity to their struggles. 
 
In granting the application to acquit the accused, the Magistrate noted 
that the testimonies and 'evidence' brought to sustain the charges was not 
just 'unsatisfactory' and 'contradictory' - but suspicious too. Indeed, during 
the coming months we must face the uncomfortable questions this case 
has raised. 
In particular, we must face questions concerning the role of political 
parties in 
condoning - perhaps even actively and covertly engineering - the violent 
suppression of independent movements of the poor; questions about the 
complicity of middle-class professional 'activists', academics, and 
'researchers' who have systematically amplified the lies of the state against 
Abahlali, added their own lies, and launched slanderous attacks against 
the movement and it's supporters, myself included. 
 
But today, we celebrate and give thanks that justice has been done. 
 
Bishop Rubin Phillip, 
Diocese of Natal of the Anglican Church of Southern Africa. 
18 July 2011.  
http://www.abahlali.org 

 

SA hit by strike fever 

 
 

 
 

Mail & Guardian 15 July 2011 
 
As the country reels from twin strikes by the metal and chemical worker 
unions, a further strike is looming by nearly a million members of the 
Congress of South African Trade Union-affiliated public service unions.  
 
M&G photographer Oupa Nkosi arrived in the industrial area of Alrode in 
Alberton to a sea of disgruntled workers. He approached the volatile 
situation with patience and, several hours later, emerged with the shot. 



More slideshowsThe public service unions affiliated to the labour 
federation are contemplating striking following the government's failure to 
meet their wage demands. 
 
The Mail & Guardian has established that Public Service and Administration 
Minister Richard Baloyi recently met union leaders to explain why the 
government would not go beyond its final offer of a 6.8% wage increase. 
Unions have since reduced their initial demand for a 10% wage increase to 
8%. 
 
The looming public sector strike comes as Finance Minister Pravin Gordhan 
says the current strikes by the metal and engineering union [Numsa] and 
the chemical and energy union [Ceppawu] threatens investor confidence in 
the country. 
 
The metal workers' strike has been marred by violence, while Ceppawu's 
strike in the petroleum sector has resulted in a fuel shortage at petrol 
stations in Gauteng and Durban. Hospitals fear a possible shortage of 
medicines. 
 
Numsa members, who went on strike last Monday, are demanding a 13% 
increase, while employer body, the Steel and Engineering Industries' 
Federation of South Africa is offering 7%.  
 
Ceppawu's strike started this Monday and workers are demanding an 
increase of between 11% and 15% and a minimum wage of R6 000. 
Employers in the chemical industry are offering between 6% and 7%. 
 
Last year more than 1.3-million public servants, mostly from Cosatu-
affiliated unions, embarked on a massive strike in a move that was 
interpreted by political observers as a tactic by Cosatu leaders to influence 
the outcome of the ANC national general council last October. 
 
'Nothing less' 
The strike, in particular by the South African Democratic Teachers' Union, 
severely disrupted teaching in the lead-up to the matric exams. Sadtu 
president Thobile Ntola said his union was unhappy with government's final 
offer in current negotiations. 
 
"Our position is that we want nothing less than 7.5%. Can you believe we 
started wage negotiations in October last year? There hasn't been any 
movement on the issue of housing, medical aid and OSD [occupation 
specific dispensation]. 
 
"We are not happy with how government deals with public service workers. 
It [government] is a disgrace. It is not exemplary," Ntola said. 
 
Sadtu is polling its members and will know by next week whether it will go 
on strike. 
 
National Education, Health and Allied Workers' Union spokesperson Sizwe 
Pamla said his union was waiting for consolidated reports from members 
regarding the government's last offer. 
 
Pamla said the union was not prepared to compromise on its demands, 
which include filling all vacant posts in government, the equalisation of 
medical aid, review of the government's remuneration policy and the 
provision of a finance scheme for housing. 
 
If the public sector strike goes ahead it is likely to put Cosatu and the ANC 



on a collision course as leaders in the alliance continue to fight to 
influence the party's policy direction. 
 
Cosatu's Patrick Craven said this week that wage negotiations should not 
be viewed in isolation, but treated as one of the tools to be used to 
address the triple crises of poverty, unemployment and inequality in the 
country. "South Africa is the most unequal country in the world in terms of 
income and the most concrete way to address this inequality is to close the 
wage gap. 
 
"Wage negotiations are the most powerful tool we have in acting decisively 
on this question," he said.  
mg.co.za 

 

An Open Letter to Jacob Zuma from the Unemployed People?s Movement

 
 

 
 

UPM 13 July 2 
 
Dear Mr. President 
On the 14th of July you will be awarded the freedom of Grahamstown by 
the 
Makana Municipality. Raglan Road, which runs up through the township, its 
shacks and broken down RDP houses, will be renamed Dr. Jacob Zuma 
Road. We have been told that the budget for the ceremony will be R250 
000. We know that in reality it will cost more than this but the 
Municipality are refusing to give us all the documentation that would allow 
us to see the real cost of this ceremony. 
 
The Makana Municipality is a failed Municipality. The needs of the people 
are not met, corruption is rampant and authoritarianism is worsening. 
Twenty thousand people remain without homes. When homes are built 
they fall down in the first storm. When a wall collapses people are given a 
plastic sheet to hang up. People go for months without water. 
Unemployment is at 60%. Activists are arrested on trumped up charges and 
given unconstitutional bail conditions that ban them from political activity. 
The thugs of the ANC Youth League close down meetings that they can't 
control. A whole generation of youth live without hope. 
 
Your presidency is a failed presidency. Under your authority the ANC has 
become, from top to bottom, very little more than a way for the politically 
connected and the politically loyal to feed off the public purse via access 
to the state. The state has become a site of patronage and self enrichment 
and not a tool for development. Democracy is being rapidly curtailed. The 
media are under serious attack, protesters are being murdered by the 
police 
in broad daylight and movements like Landless People?s Movement and 
Abahlali baseMjondolo, as well as local structures like the Makause 
Development Forum, are under open attack by the ANC with the support of 
the police. There is no vision for the homeless, the unemployed and the 
raped. The party is divided and an aggressive right wing demagoguery has 
taken centre stage. 
 
A failed municipality wants to give the freedom of Grahamstown to a 
failed 
president. This is a farce. It is an insult to us. Every time we walk down 
Dr. Jacob Zuma road this insult will be repeated. It is unbelievable that 
liberation has ended in this fiasco. It is unbelievable that the unemployed 
and the homeless will be expected to celebrate this insult. Of course those 



who are looking for jobs and tenders will be in the front dancing and 
singing when you are given the freedom of Grahamstown. But when they 
lie in their beds at night they will know that by doing what they need to do 
for themselves and their families they are undermining the struggle of the 
people a struggle that stretches back to battle led by Makana himself. 
 
You will be given the key to Grahamstown while many of us do not even 
have a key to a falling down, leaking and tiny RDP house. The local 
politicians will herd people without water, electricity, homes, decent 
education, work or a decent livelihood and the freedom to organise 
independently to the streets to celebrate the award of your freedom of 
this town. The unfree will be expected to celebrate your award of the 
freedom of this town. 
 
We will not be joining the celebration. If your government had brought us 
decent homes, jobs and schools we would gladly welcome you to our town. 
If 
you had brought us a deepening of democracy that gave us the opportunity 
to shift to a bottom up system we would welcome you to our town. But the 
reality is that there is nothing to celebrate and we will not be exploited by 
our councillors as they try to bring themselves closer to money and power 
while continuing to fail the people. We will not celebrate our own 
oppression. 
 
The reception for you after the ceremony will be held at the monument to 
the 1820 Settlers. This monument is an insult to us. It is there to celebrate 
invasion, dispossession and occupation - a process that has left us shivering 
in the shacks of Grahamstown. We have previously called for it to be used 
to house the shack dwellers of Grahamstown. If you were a people's 
President you would not set foot into this monument to settler colonialism 
in a town ringed with shacks. 
 
We thought seriously of organising a protest against this celebration. We 
thought of covering the streets that your cavalcade will come down with 
shit 
from our buckets. We thought of creating a human chain across Raglan 
Road. But we know that that the police and the army will be there in full 
force. They are already all over town. We don't want more Andries 
Tatanes. 
Therefore we have decided to meet you with ideas, with this open letter. 
 
We will continue our struggle to win our own freedom ? our freedom from 
poverty, our freedom from political repression. We invite all those who 
share our concerns about the failures of the Makana Municipality and the 
failures of the Zuma regime to join us in this struggle to turn a colonial 
town into a people's town in which there is freedom from poverty, land 
and 
housing, water and electricity, work or an income for all, decent schools 
and full freedom to write, speak, and organise without fear. 
 
The Unemployed People's Movement, Grahamstown 
Ayanda Kota 078 625 6462 
Xola Mali 072 299 5253 

 

SABC pays millions for suspended staff 

 
 fin24.com 11 July 2011  



 
 

 
Former SABC acting chief executive Gab Mampone raked in more than 
R1.1m in a year while sitting at home. by Loyiso Sidimba 
 
He is one of 26 employees that the SABC paid almost R7m in salaries over 
two years while their suspensions dragged on. 
 
Among the other top guns who made a killing while on extended 
suspensions were news resources general manager Rapitsi Montsho (more 
than R1m in 20 months) and former boss Solly Mokoetle (R815 000 in four 
months). 
 
Mokoetle left the SABC in January with a R3.4m golden handshake, but 
SABC spokesperson Kaizer Kganyago said none of the other 14 employees 
who had since been dismissed was paid to leave. 
 
The SABC also paid murder accused Patrick Malgas more than R43 000 in 
four months after the voice-over artist allegedly killed journalist Shadi 
Rapitso. 
 
Malgas was suspended by the public broadcaster for “committing a 
common law offence” after the October 2009 incident in Johannesburg. 
 
He was released on R5 000 bail last February and was due to stand trial 
this year for the murder of the former e.tv and City Press journalist. 
 
Rapitso was found in Malgas’s bathroom with her throat slit. 
 
Kganyago confirmed that Malgas was still employed at the SABC. 
 
Some of the other alleged offences involving staff members included 
financial mismanagement, threats of violence, dishonesty, unauthorised 
entry and malicious damage to property. 
 
Head of SABC News International Dr Saul Pelle stayed at home for more 
than eight months, earning a salary of R370 000. 
 
English TV newsreader Mahendra Raghunath was suspended for 
“contravention of rules and regulations; non compliance with duties of 
contract employment”. 
 
His suspension was lifted last June after four months, for which he was 
paid about R100 000. 
 
Head of the SABC’s 2010 World Cup project unit, Peter Kwele, paid R216 
000 over three months, left the public broadcaster in December. 
 
Kwele had been suspended in October for hiring the Sandton Convention 
Centre as the SABC’s broadcast base for the 2010 World Cup at a cost of 
R26 million. 
 
Though the SABC said it was not at liberty to discuss individual employees 
with a third party, its policy stated that if an employee had committed an 
act of serious misconduct, such as assault or theft, the employee may be 
suspended pending an investigation or a disciplinary hearing. 
 
Kganyago said the suspensions were for the period prior to the 
implementation of the turnaround plan. 
 
He said the SABC was able to reduce the number of employees suspended 



to seven. 
http://www.fin24.com 

 

Chile: Biggest protests for more than 30 years 

 
 

 
 

Over 500,000 march on 30 June 
Celso Calfullan Socialismo Revolucionario (CWI) reports from Santiago 9 July 
2011 
 
The massive students and teacher protests and occupations which have 
rocked Chile during the last month are continuing. Now important sections 
of workers are also beginning to join the struggle. On 30 June, more than 
120,000 students and teachers were joined by many workers who took to 
the streets of Santiago. Throughout the country more than 500,000 joined 
protests. On 11 July, the Chilean copper workers have called for a national 
strike in protest against Sebastian Pinera’s right-wing government’s plans 
for further privatisation. Symbolically, it was on 11 July 1971 that the 
Popular Unity government of Salvador Allende announced the 
nationalisation of Chilean copper. Students and teachers are planning mass 
protests for 11 July and the copper workers are urging other s to join the 
protests. Three days later the dock workers have called for a national 
strike. There is an urgent need to unify all these struggles in the calling of 
a 24 hour general strike as is demanded by Socialismo Revolucionario, the 
Chilean section of the CWI. Scandalously, the trade union centre (CUT) has 
called a one-day general strike, but not until 24 August!  
 
This mass movement is the largest to rock Chile for more than thirty years. 
For years Chile has been held up as the “neo-liberal model” throughout 
Latin America with little protest or struggle by workers and youth. This 
battle comes only one year following the election victory of Pinera who 
tried to bask in ‘national glory’ following the rescue of the Chilean miners. 
Today he has an approval rating of just under 30% - less than the hated 
former dictator Augusto Pinochet! 67% are opposed to the government. 
The ruling class is now terrified that the right-wing government will not be 
able to hold the line. Decades of betrayal by the former parties of the 
Chilean workers – Socialist Party (PSCh) and Communist Party (PCC) have 
re-enforced a hatred of the existing parties giving rise to a strong anti-
party mood. The main slogan of the education movement has been “el 
pueblo unido se advanza sin partido” (The people united advance without 
a parties). The need for a programme of struggle and the building of 
democratic committees linking together workers and students in a struggle 
against the government will show however the need for the youth and the 
workers to build a new party that represents their interests. The SR/CWI 
has succeeded through a joint committee “Consejo por derechos 
democraticos y humanos” made up of the SR/CWI; FPMR (former armed 
wing of the CP) and ex-MIR activists, which has convinced the student 
leaders to take up the demand for nationalisation of the copper industry to 
pay for a genuinely free education system. This struggle has already 
transformed the situation in Chile and begun a new chapter for the Chilean 
working class and youth.  
www.socialistworld.net 

 

British government's plan to play down Fukushima 

 



 
 
 

Internal emails seen by Guardian show PR campaign was launched to 
protect UK nuclear plans after tsunami in Japan 
The Guardian UK 6 July 2011 
 
Government officials launched a PR campaign to ensure the accident at 
the Fukushima nuclear facility in Japan did not derail plans for new 
nuclear power stations in the UK. Photograph: AP 
British government officials approached nuclear companies to draw up a 
co-ordinated public relations strategy to play down the Fukushima 
nuclear accident just two days after the earthquake and tsunami in 
Japan and before the extent of the radiation leak was known. 
 
Internal emails seen by the Guardian show how the business and energy 
departments worked closely behind the scenes with the multinational 
companies EDF Energy, Areva and Westinghouse to try to ensure the 
accident did not derail their plans for a new generation of nuclear 
stations in the UK. 
 
"This has the potential to set the nuclear industry back globally," 
wrote one official at the Department for Business, Innovation and 
Skills (BIS), whose name has been redacted. "We need to ensure the 
anti-nuclear chaps and chapesses do not gain ground on this. We need 
to occupy the territory and hold it. We really need to show the safety 
of nuclear." 
 
Officials stressed the importance of preventing the incident from 
undermining public support for nuclear power. 
 
The Conservative MP Zac Goldsmith, who sits on the Commons 
environmental audit committee, condemned the extent of co-ordination 
between the government and nuclear companies that the emails appear to 
reveal. 
 
"The government has no business doing PR for the industry and it would 
be appalling if its departments have played down the impact of 
Fukushima," he said. 
 
Louise Hutchins, a spokeswoman for Greenpeace, said the emails looked 
like "scandalous collusion". "This highlights the government's blind 
obsession with nuclear power and shows neither they, nor the industry, 
can be trusted when it comes to nuclear," she said. 
 
The Fukushima accident, triggered by the Japan earthquake and tsunami 
on 11 March, has forced 80,000 people from their homes. Opinion polls 
suggest it has dented public support for nuclear power in Britain and 
around the world, with the governments of Germany, Italy, Switzerland, 
Thailand and Malaysia cancelling planned nuclear power stations in the 
wake of the accident. 
 
The business department emailed the nuclear firms and their 
representative body, the Nuclear Industry Association (NIA), on 13 
March, two days after the disaster knocked out nuclear plants and 
their backup safety systems at Fukushima. The department argued it was 
not as bad as the "dramatic" TV pictures made it look, even though the 
consequences of the accident were still unfolding and two major 
explosions at reactors on the site were yet to happen. 
 
"Radiation released has been controlled ? the reactor has been 
protected," said the BIS official, whose name has been blacked out. 
"It is all part of the safety systems to control and manage a 



situation like this." 
 
The official suggested that if companies sent in their comments, they 
could be incorporated into briefs to ministers and government 
statements. "We need to all be working from the same material to get 
the message through to the media and the public. 
 
"Anti-nuclear people across Europe have wasted no time blurring this 
all into Chernobyl and the works," the official told Areva. "We need 
to quash any stories trying to compare this to Chernobyl." 
 
Japanese officials initially rated the Fukushima accident as level 
four on the international nuclear event scale, meaning it had "local 
consequences". But it was raised to level seven on 11 April, 
officially making it a major accident" and putting it on a par with 
Chernobyl in 1986. 
 
The Department for Energy and Climate Change (DECC) has released more 
than 80 emails sent in the weeks after Fukushima in response to 
requests under freedom of information legislation. They also show: 
 
Westinghouse said reported remarks on the cost of new nuclear power 
stations by the deputy prime minister, Nick Clegg, were "unhelpful and 
a little premature". 
 
The company admitted its new reactor, AP1000, "was not designed for 
earthquakes [of] the magnitude of the earthquake in Japan", and would 
need to be modified for seismic areas such as Japan and California. 
 
The head of the DECC's office for nuclear development, Mark Higson, 
asked EDF to welcome the expected announcement of a safety review by 
the energy secretary, Chris Huhne, and added: "Not sure if EDF 
unilaterally asking for a review is wise. Might set off a bidding 
war." 
 
EDF promised to be "sensitive" to how remediation work at a UK 
nuclear site "might be seen in the light of events in Japan". 
 
It also requested that ministers did not delay approval for a new 
radioactive waste store at the Sizewell nuclear site in Suffolk, but 
accepting there was a "potential risk of judicial review". 
 
The BIS warned it needed "a good industry response showing the 
safety of nuclear ? otherwise it could have adverse consequences on 
the market". 
 
On 7 April, the office for nuclear development invited companies to 
attend a meeting at the NIA's headquarters in London. The aim was "to 
discuss a joint communications and engagement strategy aimed at 
ensuring we maintain confidence among the British public on the safety 
of nuclear power stations and nuclear new-build policy in light of 
recent events at the Fukushima nuclear power plant". 
 
Other documents released by the government's safety watchdog, the 
office for nuclear regulation, reveal that the text of an announcement 
on 5 April about the impact of Fukushima on the new nuclear programme 
was privately cleared with nuclear industry representatives at a 
meeting the previous week. According to one former regulator, who 
preferred not to be named, the degree of collusion was "truly 
shocking". 



 
A spokesman for the DECC and BIS said: "Given the unprecedented events 
unfolding in Japan, it was appropriate to share information with key 
stakeholders, particularly those involved in operating nuclear sites. 
The government was very clear from the outset that it was important 
not to rush to judgment and that a response should be based on hard 
evidence. This is why we called on the chief nuclear inspector, Dr 
Mike Weightman, to provide a robust and evidence-based report." 
 
A DECC source played down the significance of the emails from the 
unnamed BIS official, saying: "The junior BIS official was not 
responsible for nuclear policy and his views were irrelevant to 
ministers' decisions in the aftermath of the Japanese earthquake." 
 
Tom Burke, a former government environmental adviser and visiting 
professor at Imperial College London, warned that the British 
government was repeating mistakes made in Japan. "They are too close 
to industry, concealing problems, rather than revealing and dealing 
with them," he said. 
 
"I would be much more reassured if DECC had been worrying about how 
the government would cope with the $200bn-$300bn of liabilities from a 
catastrophic nuclear accident in Britain." 
 
The government last week confirmed plans for eight new nuclear 
stations in England and Wales. "If acceptable proposals come forward 
in appropriate places, they will not face unnecessary holdups," said 
the energy minister, Charles Hendry. 
 
The NIA did not comment directly on the emails. "We are funded by our 
member companies to represent their commercial interests and further 
the compelling case for new nuclear build in the UK," said the 
association's spokesman. 
 
"We welcome the interim findings of the independent regulator, Dr Mike 
Weightman, who has reported back to government that UK nuclear 
reactors are safe." 
 
This article was amended on 1 July 2011. The original quoted Tom 
Burke as follows: "I would be much more reassured if DECC had been 
worrying about how the government would cope with the $200m-$300m of 
liabilities from a catastrophic nuclear accident in Britain." This has 
been corrected. 
www.guardian.co.uk 

 

Thailand's election 

 
 

 
 

A slap in the face for the military, Democrat Party and royalist elites 
Giles Ji Ungpakorn 4 July 2011 
 
July 4, 2011 -- Links International Journal of Socialist Renewal -- The 
results of Thailand's July 3 general election are a slap in the face for the 
dictatorship. They prove without any doubt that the majority of people 
have rejected the military, the Democrat Party and the royalist elites. 
Pheu Thai, the party closely allied to the Red Shirt movement, has won a 
clear majority. The result is all the more remarkable, given that the 
election was held under conditions of severe censorship and intimidation 



of the Red Shirt democracy movement by the military and the military-
installed Democrat Party government of Abhisit Vejjajiva. 
 
This election confirms that the Abhisit government never had a mandate 
from the people. It confirms that the 90+ pro-democracy activists who 
were shot down by military snipers last year, were shot in order to keep 
the Democrat Party and the military in power. 
 
Every single election since 2001 has been won by the Thai Rak Thai or its 
descendants, Palang Prachachon and now Pheu Thai. The latest results 
expose the lies of the military, the mainstream media, the liberal 
academics, the NGOs and the Democrat Party, all of whom supported the 
2006 military coup and claimed that it was “necessary” because the 
majority of the electorate “didn’t understand democracy” or were 
“bought off” in election frauds. 
 
The latest election is a vindication of the struggles and sacrifices of the 
Red Shirts and it proves the deep commitment to democracy among the 
majority of Thai citizens, especially the poor. 
 
But the important question after the election is whether the Pheu Thai 
government will meet such commitments to freedom and democracy 
shown by those who voted for it. 
 
If Thailand is to shake off the legacy of the 2006 military coup and the 
subsequent destruction of the democratic process by the courts and the 
Abhisit government, this new government must take some immediate and 
important measures. These include: 
 
1. freeing all political prisoners, including those jailed or charged under 
the notorious lèse majesté law 
 
2. ending censorship of all types, especially of the internet and community 
radio stations 
 
3. sacking army chief General Prayut Junocha on the grounds that he 
sought to influence the outcome of the election and announced that he 
opposed Pheu Thai policies in the South; the army chief should be the 
servant of an elected government and never have special extra-
constitutional powers to intervene in politics 
 
4. the indictment and trial of former prime minister Abhisit and his deputy 
Sutep, along with generals Anupong and Prayut on the grounds of 
murdering Red Shirt civilians last year 
 
5. the temporary re-introduction of the 1997 constitution, instead of the 
present military constitution, and the start of a process to rewrite the 
constitution to increase freedom and democracy 
 
6. scrapping the lèse majesté and computer crimes laws that prevent 
freedom of expression. 
 
In the long term, Thai society must seek ways to totally reform the 
military, drastically cutting its budget and removing its control of the 
media. This will reduce its political influence. The justice system, which 
has been plagued by double standards, must also be seriously reformed 
and measures should start in the process of building a welfare state in 
order to reduce inequality. 
 
But it is doubtful whether the Pheu Thai Party will have any intention of 



carrying out these necessary changes. It will be up to the Red Shirt 
movement to push the new government into making more radical reforms 
rather than doing secret and dirty compromises with the military and the 
elites. 
 
Of course, the Red Shirt movement has many factions within it. This is 
normal for such a large mass movement. Some will want to wind down the 
movement and leave the business of politics to the new government. This 
would be a serious mistake. The more radical sections of the movement 
must continue the struggle for justice and equality in order to bring about 
real changes. 
 
This election is only one step towards restoring democracy. It will take 
mass participation of the Red Shirts in order to strengthen and speed up 
the process. 
 
[Giles Ji Ungpakorn is a political commentator and dissident. In February 
2009 he had to leave Thailand for exile in Britain because he was charged 
with lèse majesté for writing a book criticising the 2006 military coup. He 
is a member of Left Turn Thailand, a socialist organisation. His latest book, 
Thailand’s Crisis and the Fight for Democracy, will be of interest to 
activists, academics and journalists who have an interest in Thai politics, 
democratisation and NGOs. His website is at http://redthaisocialist.com  
http://links.org.au/node/2389 

 

Public sector strike hits across Britain  

 
 

 
 

 
Indymedia UK 2 July 
 
Between half a million and 750,000 public sector workers staged a 24-hour 
strike on Thursday against the coalition government’s attack on their 
pension scheme. The Conservative-Liberal Democrat government intends 
to raise the state pension age, increase employee contributions and link 
pension values to the generally lower consumer prices index (CPI) rather 
than the retail prices index (RPI).  
 
Around 5.5 million workers are affected by the plans, which are part of the 
government’s efforts to impose the greatest austerity measures since the 
1930s.  
 
The government denounced the action, claiming that negotiations were 
still ongoing. This is despite the fact that the coalition has stressed the 
changes are non-negotiable. It was backed by a media campaign attacking 
those on strike as “selfish” and “greedy”.  
 
The Labour Party leadership also attacked the strike. The Trades Union 
Congress (TUC) played its role in attempting to isolate the action—the first 
such national strike since the coalition took office 13 months ago. The 
major public sector unions did not take part, anxious to prove to the 
government that they can be relied on to try and stifle any opposition to 
its measures. The GMB even endorsed strikebreaking, saying it was “up to 
individuals and their consciences” about whether they choose to cross 
picket lines.  
 
This meant that the strike was confined to four of the smaller unions in the 
public sector—the National Union of Teachers, Association of Teachers and 



Lecturers, University and College Union, and the Public and Commercial 
Services (PCS) union. All of these are led in the main by the ex-left groups 
such as the Socialist Party and Socialist Workers Party, who are all too 
aware of the widespread alienation of millions of working people from the 
political establishment and the TUC.  
 
The action confirmed their concerns. Kevin Courtney, deputy general 
secretary of the NUT, said about 85 percent of schools were affected—
17,000—as well as nurseries. The Department of Education said only 25 
percent were disrupted, but this is not credible. An earlier survey by the 
education department of 5,412 schools found 3,206, 60 percent, expected 
to be closed, and that those remaining open would not be fully staffed. In 
addition, 350 colleges and 75 universities suffered “significant disruption”, 
despite the protest backed by the UCU taking place on a non-teaching day. 
 
Mark Serwotka of the PCS, which organises 250,000 civil servants, said it 
was the “best supported strike we’ve ever had,” with 90 percent of 
members in the Department of Work and Pensions and 85 percent of HM 
Revenue and Customs out. Job centres and welfare advices call centres 
were closed. Customs staff at airports and ports also struck. There were 
long delays at airports, but no reported cancellations.  
 
A number of trials were postponed and many museums closed.  
 
The Metropolitan Police confirmed that 9 out of 10 staff handling 999 
emergency calls struck, forcing officers to be redeployed. Police leave was 
cancelled in London, where a march took place followed by a lunchtime 
rally at Methodist Central Hall, Westminster.  
 
Just as significantly, various opinion polls recorded a majority of people in 
favour of the strikes. The implications of this are of particular import, 
under conditions in which the Labour Party leadership joined in the attack 
on the strikes.  
 
Labour leader Ed Miliband wrote on his blog that the walkouts were “a 
mistake” and “should not go ahead”. Faced with the prospect of pickets 
outside every Whitehall department in central London as well as at 
government offices and schools up and down the country, a spokesman for 
Miliband said Labour MPs would cross picket lines and “come to work as 
normal”.  
 
John McDonnell, the putative leader of the Labour “left” who is backed by 
the PCS, politely called on Miliband “to do what is right” and said he was 
“disappointed” by his response. But this meant that the efforts of the 
various ex-left groups to use the action to promote the Labour Party at 
local and regional rallies met with a decidedly lukewarm response.  
 
Socialist Equality Party members and supporters intervened on a number of 
demonstrations in London, Manchester, Liverpool, Sheffield, Leeds, Bristol, 
Peterborough and Bournemouth.  
 
In London, Gemma Turton, a teacher from Burdett Coutts CE Primary 
School, wanted to know why the government wouldn’t give actual figures 
showing why they had to cut the pensions. “It makes me think that they 
just want to make cuts, to get rid of public services and go after pensions. 
In the NUT magazine, they show that the bankers’ bonuses would pay for 
the public sector cuts. But we are having to pay for their mistakes.  
 
“The media has just made teachers look like money grabbers. They don’t 
take into account the amount of unpaid overtime we do. We get long 



holidays, but we spend a percentage of them working. I will be working a 
lot of the weekend.  
 
“The reporting has been anti-teacher—all about how children can’t read 
and write and how the teachers’ pension is crippling the economy. They 
never say anything positive about teachers. In many cases, teachers are 
practically bringing up children who come into schools not toilet-trained 
and with minimal social skills.”  
 
There was a massive police presence at the march. Hanan Wahabi from 
Edward Wilson Primary School in Westminster told the WSWS, “Police 
suddenly grabbed a boy of about 15 who was wearing a lightly coloured 
hoodie from the middle of the march with no warning. He was shocked and 
pulled away and they dragged him off the march to the other side of the 
road. His mum, who was holding a banner, said it was her son, but they 
took no notice. People were taking photos and the police were trying to 
stop them.  
 
“It is good that about 93 percent agreed to strike, but honestly, my heart 
says that it will achieve nothing. I would like to think that it will, but the 
government know what they want and the negotiations are fake. Why 
should they take our pension away because private companies don’t have 
them? We should be equal. They should get what we get. We all pay 
enough tax. The rich are getting richer, and the poor poorer.”  
 
Agnieksa and Hayat, also from Edward Wilson, said, “It is good to see how 
united everyone is. We hope it will make a difference, but we will need 
more strikes.”  
 
Agnieska continued, “The government has to know that we won’t back 
down and parents need to stop listening to the media. This is for the 
children too, so if they want to come into the teaching profession in the 
future, they will have a decent pension.”  
 
Nick McIvor, an Advanced Skills Teacher in Maths, from St Marylebone C.E. 
Girls’ School in Westminster, said, “The most depressing thing happening 
in education now is the fragmentation. When people are separated and 
threatened, they tend to scapegoat a section, which is why the far right is 
getting support.  
 
“This strike is a necessary bargaining ploy by the unions. We have to make 
our presence known. If you do nothing it looks like we are soft.”  
 
At the Manchester rally, speakers claimed a turnout of over 5,000. All 
made bellicose noises about winning “this fight”. Sue Bond, vice president 
of the PCS, claimed that the government could be forced into a “u-turn.”  
 
UNITE’s executive member for the North West, Tony Wilson, similarly 
urged the government to change its position, “Otherwise we will be on 
strike with you later this year.” The day before, UNITE called off a ballot 
of its members to strike on the pretext of holding more negotiations with 
the government.  
 
When a letter of support from the TUC was read out, one of the many 
firemen present said to our reporters, “If they wait for that lot to move, 
we will all be on the dole”  
 
A young teacher expressed concern that there was nothing “concrete from 
the meeting. Lots of fiery speeches and it was good to show unity in the 
profession. But we expected to be told what was going to happen next”.  



 
Another teacher laughed at the petition that was being passed around: 
“Cameron and the government won’t take a blind bit of notice to that.”  
 
In Sheffield, police prevented 1,500 demonstrators from gathering at the 
original assembly point in the Peace Gardens adjacent to the Town Hall, 
shielding the newly elected Labour council from criticism.  
 
As elsewhere, there was a celebratory and determined mood. The protest 
was used as a platform to mount a defence of the Labour Party and the 
inaction of the majority of trade unions over the attacks on pensions. 
Speakers from the FBU, Unite, GMB and UNISON were allowed to make 
demagogic speeches about taking the fight to the coalition government, 
while in practice refusing to even participate in the limited strike action 
by the three teachers’ unions and the PCS. The speaker from Yorkshire and 
Humberside TUC stated that the cuts had been necessitated by the bailout 
of the banks, but claimed that this had nothing to do with the last Labour 
government! Many speeches referred vaguely to the possibility of further 
strikes or protests until the coalition government is replaced by Labour.  
 
Those interviewed by the WSWS were not convinced by such a scenario. 
Kirsty Anderson, who is unemployed after her Future Jobs Fund position 
came to an end, told our reporters, “I came down to find out more about 
what people are doing politically, about the realisation that the system is 
not working and talk to some interesting people about what they were 
thinking about in terms of the way forward, because I cannot see one 
myself.  
 
“I think the austerity measures and attacks on pensions are a symptom 
that our current system is unsustainable. The public sector is being used as 
a scapegoat. I was training as a baker, but was laid off once because the 
bakery went bankrupt and then a second time when a bakery could not 
afford to train me.  
 
“As far as I can see there are no alternatives; the political parties are 
peddling the same old messages again and again, trying to continue a 
system that is feeding the very rich at the expense of everyone else. I used 
to work for a supermarket, and joining the union was part of the deal. I 
thought they would financially support people that were on strike and 
provide financial aid against injustice. But I am beginning to wonder if that 
is true.”  
 
In Bristol, around 2,000 to 3,000 people attended the demonstration 
including many young non-unionised people and students supporting their 
teachers and lecturers.  
 
One of the opening statements from the platform was “Today is not about 
bringing down the government”. When the local Labour Party bureaucrat 
addressed the rally, sections of the crowd booed him.  
 
A teacher said, “It’s a great one-day strike, and I support the plan for 
ongoing strikes. It’s important that as many unions and people as possible 
are on the streets, showing solidarity. This government has no mandate to 
carry out these attacks.  
 
“It is shocking that the Labour Party don’t support the industrial action, 
and they should be ashamed”, she said, adding that what was required was 
“a radical Labour government with a socialist agenda.”  
 
Another teacher explained, “Only 2 members out 14 from my school are on 



strike. The rest are in the NASUWT, who were not even balloted and are 
working today.  
 
“The media coverage will be awful. We won’t hear the truth. We live in 
frightening times. I am not impressed with the Trades Union Congress and I 
don’t support the Labour Party.”  
 
In Peterborough, after some platform speakers called for Labour members 
to pressure the local party to censure Milliband, an SEP member 
intervened. “Attempting to pressure the Labour Party for the last 40 years 
has achieved nothing,” he shouted.  
 
Several of those in attendance insisted he should be allowed to speak. He 
told the crowd, “This action takes place in the midst of a huge world 
economic crisis that the ruling class intends to place on the backs of 
workers. The treachery of the old leaderships of Labour and the trade 
unions will be used to disorientate and dismay workers in struggle and to 
make you feel you can’t continue.  
 
“In recent decades, these organisations have defended nothing for 
workers…. Rank and file committees must be built, independent of the old 
organisations, to unite with other workers’ struggles internationally, such 
as those in Greece and Egypt, and to build a new socialist party 
www.indymedia.org.uk 

 

World emissions rise, carbon markets fail 

 
 

 
 

climatechangesocialchange 1 July 2011 
 
Global greenhouse gas emissions rose faster than ever last year and the 
market-based schemes set up to bring emissions down are in trouble. 
That’s the bad news from two recent reports by the International Energy 
Agency (IEA) and the World Bank. 
 
The IEA said emissions in 2010 were 5% higher than 2008, the previous 
highest year. It estimated that about 44% of the emissions came from coal, 
36% from oil and 20% from natural gas. 
 
It also said 80% of projected emissions from energy generation in 2020 “are 
already locked in as they will come from power plants that are currently in 
place or under construction today”. 
 
IEA chief economist Faith Birol said on May 30: “This significant increase in 
CO2 emissions and the locking in of future emissions due to infrastructure 
investments represent a serious setback to our hopes of limiting the global 
rise in temperature to no more than 2ºC.” 
 
To stay below 2°C, the IEA said emissions had to rise by less in the next 10 
years than they had in the past 12 months. 
 
“The world has edged incredibly close to the level of emissions that should 
not be reached until 2020 if the 2ºC target is to be attained,” said Birol. 
“Given the shrinking room for manoeuvre in 2020, unless bold and decisive 
decisions are made very soon, it will be extremely challenging to succeed 
in achieving this global goal.” 
 
A 2°C temperature rise target was endorsed by most nations (except 



Bolivia) at the 2010 UN climate talks in Cancun, Mexico. It is also the 
Australian government’s official target. 
 
Even though the 2°C limit is set to be breached, climate scientists and 
poorer nations have long argued that 2°C is still too high a target, which 
could trigger runaway global warming, change weather patterns and 
condemn low-lying island nations to disappearing beneath the waves. 
 
UN climate chief Christiana Figueres endorsed this position on June 1. The 
Guardian reported that she told a major international conference on 
carbon trading in Barcelona: “Two degrees is not enough — we should be 
thinking of 1.5°C. If we are not headed to 1.5 we are in big, big trouble.” 
 
But the UN’s chosen method to tackle climate change — carbon trading 
and carbon offset schemes — is also in big trouble. 
 
At the same conference, the World Bank released its State and Trends of 
the Carbon Market report, which said the market for the Kyoto Protocol’s 
Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) carbon offsets had fallen by 46% in 
2010 — its lowest level since the scheme began in 2005. 
 
There is little reason to think the CDM market has helped to cut emissions 
in any case. A 2008 paper by Stanford University’s Michael Wara and David 
Victor said: “In practice, much of the current CDM market does not reflect 
actual reductions in emissions.” 
 
Carbon Trade Watch’s Kevin Smith explains the problems with CDM’s in the 
video below. 
 
Despite the evidence showing market schemes are not helping to cut 
emissions, Figueres told the audience of bankers and carbon traders that 
they were “visionaries”. 
 
“Some may be tempted to consider the carbon market a thing of the 
past,” she said. “I do not. While the future scope may be as yet unclear, I 
see many signs that the market is, in fact, in the process of reinvigorating 
itself.” 
 
The UN will meet again in Bonn, Germany, from June 6 to 17 for a new 
round of international climate negotiations. Few expect it to make any 
progress. 
climatechangesocialchange.wordpress.com 
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Greek police clash with austerity protesters 
Mail & Guardian 29 June 2011  
 
Greek riot police with teargas and batons fought hooded youths near 
Parliament on Tuesday as violence broke out at a rally against anti-
austerity measures international lenders have demanded from the Athens 
government.  
 
With Greece on the edge of bankruptcy, Parliament is due to vote this 
week on a package of spending cuts, tax increases and privatisations 
agreed as part of a massive bailout aimed at averting the eurozone's first 
default. 
 
In a boost to embattled Prime Minister George Papandreou, one of three 
deputies from his ruling Socialist party who had suggested they would 
oppose the bill said on Tuesday he had decided instead to support it. 
 
"I have made the decision to vote for the plan because national interests 
are more important than our own dignity," Thomas Robopoulos told 
Reuters. 
 
Labour unions launched a 48-hour strike to protest the measures and more 
than 5 000 police were deployed to the centre of the capital to deal with 
the protests, with most attention focused on Syntagma Square in front of 
the Parliament. 
 
The rally was initially peaceful but by early afternoon hundreds of youths, 
many wearing gasmasks and scarves covering their faces, hurled masonry 
chipped off buildings in the square at riot police who responded with tear 
gas. 
 
Officials said more than 20 police officers were injured by flying stones. 
One person was stabbed during fights between rival groups of young 
demonstrators, eight others were injured and dozens were treated for 
breathing troubles. 
 
Eighteen people were detained and five were formally placed under 
arrest, police said. 
 
Violence continued throughout the afternoon and protesters set fire to two 



communications vans with mobile telecoms transmitters, which they had 
apparently mistaken for TV trucks and sprayed with slogans attacking the 
media and banks. 
 
 
CONTINUES BELOW  
 
 
 
As a crowd initially estimated at more than 20 000 thinned out, clouds of 
white smoke swirled above the square and police with shields and riot 
helmets stood by, occasionally launching charges to disperse a harder core 
of mainly young demonstrators. 
 
After night fell, thousands of peaceful demonstrators returned to 
Syntagma to chant insults at Parliament, as they have done every night for 
over a month. A large group listened to a concert in the centre of the 
square while in the side streets small gangs of black-hooded youths hurled 
rocks at police, who responded sporadically with tear gas. 
 
Transport, schools and other public services as well as many private 
businesses were shut as a result of the strike called by ADEDY, the union 
representing half a million civil servants, and GSEE, which represents two 
million private sector workers. 
 
Earlier, protesters had marched through the capital shouting slogans, 
banging drums and carrying banners attacking the terms of the bailout 
which many Greeks feel imposes harsh penalties on ordinary pensioners 
and workers while sparing the rich. 
 
"The measures are for the good of the banks not for the good of workers," 
said Yannis Tsounis (38) a municipal worker. "Europe must not see us as 
pariahs. We are beginning to feel as not being a part of Europe." 
 
Deep in debt 
Greece is in the grip of its worst recession since the 1970s, with youth 
unemployment at more than 40% and public finances shattered by a debt 
equivalent to 150% of annual economic output. 
 
Deep in deficit and unable to borrow on financial markets, it depends on 
international support to keep going. A default would spread contagion 
around the 17-nation single currency area and cause a deep shock to the 
global economy. 
 
Finance Minister Evangelos Venizelos called on lawmakers to back the 
measures in two votes on Wednesday and Thursday, saying it was vital to 
convince Greece's creditors that it had a plan and that the austerity 
measures could be implemented. 
 
"The government is running out of time and so is the opposition," he told 
Parliament. "We are handling our country's history right now and nobody 
can play with that." 
 
The European Union's top economic official, Olli Rehn, issued a stark 
warning to Greek lawmakers that if they did not vote for the measures, 
the result would be immediate default. 
 
Voting on the first Bill is due after a debate that is due to begin at 10am 
(7am GMT) on Wednesday. Parliamentary officials said the timing of the 
vote itself was still unclear but it would probably come during the 



afternoon. 
 
The conservative opposition has refused to back the plan but the governing 
socialists have a majority, with 155 deputies in the 300-seat house, to 
approve the measure. 
 
The about turn by Robopoulos made it more likely parliament will pass the 
law, with a handful of conservatives also expected to back it. 
 
"This policy is wrong, it has exhausted the Greek people and Greek 
society," conservative New Democracy leader Antonis Samaras told 
Parliament. "If we perpetuate this mistaken policy we will only make 
things worse, both for Greece and for Europe." 
 
Greek banking shares shrugged off the street violence, rising by 4.9% and 
pulling up the general index by 2.7%, on optimism the mid-term plan would 
pass and European bank talks on the rollover of Greek debt would succeed. 
 
More hurdles ahead 
More serious problems may lie ahead however when the government has to 
implement the programme, which will slash public sector jobs, shut down 
state-owned companies and attempt to take on endemic tax evasion. 
 
Eurozone authorities are working flat-out with banks and insurers to devise 
a scheme under which private bondholders can share the burden of further 
funding for Greece without prompting credit ratings agencies to declare a 
selective default. 
 
The austerity plan has caused deep anger among Greeks disillusioned with 
years of political corruption and inefficiency and now bitterly resentful of 
the tough conditions imposed by the European Union and International 
Monetary Fund. 
 
"They cut our pay by 25% and a lot of people in my department have not 
been paid for two months," said 52 year-old civil servant Yannis 
Zaharopoulos. 
 
"We have gotten to the point where families cannot make it. We are 
financially and psychologically wrecked." - Reuters  
mg.co.za 
 
Greeks Begin Two-Day Strike Before Austerity Vote 
Rachel Donadio 28 June 2011 
 
Greeks walked off the job on Tuesday for a 48-hour general strike, a day 
before Parliament is to vote on unpopular austerity measures that are 
deemed critical to unlocking international financial support.  
 
Parliamentary debate began Monday evening on whether to approve the 
austerity package, one of the most important votes in recent Greek 
history. Greece’s euro-zone partners and, indeed, governments and 
investors around the world, are keenly watching the proceedings from fear 
that a failure to straighten out the country’s financial problems could have 
repercussions throughout the world financial system.  
 
As recently as last week, it appeared as if the Socialist prime minister, 
George A. Papandreou, would manage to push the measures through 
Parliament, where he has a narrow five-vote majority. That was true even 
after the center-right New Democracy opposition party announced that it 
would vote against them, saying they involved too much austerity and not 



enough stimulus spending.  
 
But in recent days, a series of dissenters within Mr. Papandreou’s Socialist 
Party — and a growing feeling that this government may be short-lived — 
have complicated the picture for the votes scheduled for Wednesday and 
Thursday.  
 
On Monday, Greece’s future, and even the stability of the euro, were 
hanging on the decisions of a few wavering Greek politicians in a tense 
climate of political maneuvering.  
 
A growing number of economists have criticized the measures for forcing 
Greece to cut spending amid a deep recession, but most analysts still 
contend that the proposals will pass, if only because the alternatives are 
at least as dire. “Anything can happen, but I think it will be a yes,” said 
Babis Papadimitriou, a political analyst for Skai television and Kathimerini, 
a daily newspaper.  
 
If Parliament does not approve the measures, including wage cuts, tax 
increases and the privatization of 50 billion euros, or about $71 billion, in 
state assets, the European Union, the European Central Bank and the 
International Monetary Fund have said they will not release $17 billion that 
Greece needs to pay its expenses through the summer.  
 
Without the payment, the country will default, undermining the European 
common currency and potentially creating market turmoil over the 
exposure of banks that hold the debt of Greece and other troubled 
economies in the region.  
 
Opening a parliamentary debate on the changes on Monday evening, Mr. 
Papandreou urged politicians to place “the good of the nation above 
narrow party interest” and approve the measures, which he said were the 
only way to save Greece from default and set it on the road to economic 
recovery.  
 
By approving them, “we guarantee the stability of our country in the 
medium term so that we can pay salaries and pensions,” the prime 
minister said, adding that their approval “will bring to an end a chapter of 
uncertainty and open the door to a new, healthy beginning.”  
 
On Monday, Greece’s new finance minister, Evangelos Venizelos, said it 
was important that Greece negotiate a new agreement with its foreign 
lenders to avoid the painful negotiations ahead of each installment of 
foreign aid.  
 
“Between now and the end of the summer at the latest, we must seriously 
negotiate the new program with our partner and guarantee viability of the 
national debt with the participation of private investors internationally,” 
Mr. Venizelos told Parliament.  
 
But the austerity program has met with resistance from within the ranks of 
Mr. Papandreou’s own party, especially over the privatization of state 
companies whose workers have traditionally been at the heart of the 
Socialists’ constituency.  
 
As many as four Socialists in Parliament have said they will consider 
opposing the measures, including one who opposes the planned 
privatization of the water utility of Thessaloniki, in her district.  
 
Another Socialist, Alexandros Athanasiadis, said he would vote against the 



plan to reduce the state’s stake in the Public Power Company to 34 
percent from 51 percent. Some of the company’s coal-burning plants are in 
his district in northeastern Greece.  
 
On Monday, Mr. Venizelos, a Socialist veteran known for his ability to rally 
his troops, told lawmakers that the measures might be “tough and even 
unfair” but that they were unavoidable. “We have to finally come to our 
senses and get serious,” he said. 
 
There are other variables. Dora Bakoyannis, a former conservative foreign 
minister who leads a center-right party called Democratic Alliance, said 
she had not determined what position her party’s five members would take 
in the austerity vote.  
 
And Elsa Papadimitriou, a Parliament member from the leading opposition 
party, New Democracy, said she would consider voting for the measures, 
which the opposition leader Antonis Samaras has vehemently opposed, 
instead calling for more tax cuts.  
 
Last week, European officials criticized Mr. Samaras in Brussels for 
opposing the measures and jeopardizing the euro. But analysts in Greece 
say he is aiming to capitalize on his populist stance in the increasingly 
likely event that even a yes vote may not keep Mr. Papandreou in power 
through his term, which is up in 2013.  
 
On Sunday, the governor of the Bank of Greece, Giorgos Provopoulos, said 
in an interview with Kathimerini that he believed that the proposed 
austerity measures focused too much on taxation and too little on spending 
cuts.  
 
The growing criticism of the measures has further weakened Mr. 
Papandreou, who reshuffled his cabinet this month in a stopgap measure 
after he failed to form a coalition government with Mr. Samaras. Mr. 
Papandreou weathered a revolt within his own Socialist Party after he 
volunteered to step down to form a unity government with Mr. Samaras.  
 
Mr. Papadimitriou, the political analyst, said he believed that Mr. 
Papandreou’s political capital was nearly spent and that he would probably 
have to call early elections before a vote this October on Greece’s national 
budget.  
 
“I think Papandreou is too weak to run the government and to run the 
state,” Mr. Papadimitriou said, echoing a growing sentiment.  
 
The political instability in Greece and the government’s difficulties in 
enforcing and carrying out the austerity measures have exacerbated the 
debt crisis, complicating matters for the euro zone. In Brussels on Monday, 
European officials were struggling to draw up contingency plans in case the 
Greek Parliament voted against the measures.  
 
Many analysts say Greece is trapped in an increasingly untenable 
predicament, squeezed between its difficulties in imposing changes on an 
unruly country and the European Union’s deepening demands for harsh 
cutbacks in Greek spending.  
 
“It’s like a cat chasing its own tail,” said Yanis Varoufakis, an economics 
professor at the University of Athens and a former adviser to Mr. 
Papandreou. “If you wanted to design a plan that ensures maximum 
volatility in the markets and maximum uncertainty and the deepening of 
the crisis, you couldn’t do better than what we have now.”  
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World's Wealthiest People Now Richer than Before 

 
 

 
 

Jill Treanor 27 June 2011 
 
We are not all in this together. The UK economy is flat, the US is weak and 
the Greek debt crisis, according to some commentators, is threatening 
another Lehman Brothers-style meltdown. But a new report shows the 
world's wealthiest people are getting more prosperous – and more 
numerous – by the day. 
 
The globe's richest have now recouped the losses they suffered after the 
2008 banking crisis. They are richer than ever, and there are more of them 
– nearly 11 million – than before the recession struck. In the world of the 
well-heeled, the rich are referred to as "high net worth individuals" 
(HNWIs) and defined as people who have more than $1m (£620,000) of free 
cash. 
 
According to the annual world wealth report by Merrill Lynch and 
Capgemini, the wealth of HNWIs around the world reached $42.7tn 
(£26.5tn) in 2010, rising nearly 10% in a year and surpassing the peak of 
$40.7tn reached in 2007, even as austerity budgets were implemented by 
many governments in the developed world. 
 
The report also measures a category of "ultra-high net worth individuals" – 
those with at least $30m rattling around, looking for a home. The number 
of individuals in this super-rich bracket climbed 10% to a total of 103,000, 
and the total value of their investments jumped by 11.5% to $15tn, 
demonstrating that even among the rich, the richest get richer quicker. 
Altogether they represent less than 1% of the world's HNWIs – but they 
speak for 36% of HNWI's total wealth. 
 
Age also helps: more than eight out of 10 of the world's wealthiest people 
are aged over 45. So does being male: women account for just over a 
quarter of the total – though this is slightly higher than in 2008. The 
highest proportion of wealthy women is in North America – 37% of HNWIs – 
while the lowest is in the Middle East, which has 14%. 
 
Generally, HNWIs are most concentrated in the US, Japan and Germany: 
53% of the world's most wealthy live in one of those three countries, but it 
is Asian-Pacific countries where the ranks of the rich are swelling fastest. 
For the first time last year the region surpassed Europe in terms of HNWI 
individuals. 
 
This scale of wealth of the richest people in Asia Pacific – fueled by the 
fast-growing economies in China and India – is now threatening to overtake 
North America, where the value of the wealth rose more slowly – 9% – to 
reach $11.6tn. 
 
The richest people in the Asia-Pacific region have also fared better since 
the crisis. Their wealth is now up 14.1% since 2007 while individuals in 
North America and Europe are yet to recoup the losses they suffered 
during the banking crisis. 
 
Britain is lagging behind in the league of affluence – it has not yet enjoyed 
a return to pre-crisis levels of wealth as sluggish economic growth holds 



back prospects. The growth in the number of rich individuals in the UK was 
among the slowest in the top 10 nations, showing a 1.4% rise to 454,000 
and remaining below the 495,000 recorded in 2007. 
 
The report said that while the UK stock market rose almost 30% and GDP 
grew 1.3% – after contracting by 4.9% in 2009 – the fortunes of the rich 
were held back by falling house prices and the rise in unemployment. Their 
prospects might improve next year, however. "Construction spending for 
the 2012 London Olympics is expected to help propel the economy and the 
housing market recovery," the report said. 
 
The 1.4% rise in the number of rich people in Britain compares with a 7.2% 
rise in Germany and 8.3% in the US – where there are 3.1m HNWIs – and the 
3.4% rise in France. 
 
India moved into the top 12, with a 20.8% rise to 153,000, for the first 
time, while Italy, 10th in the table, endured a contraction in the number 
of wealthy people from 190,000 to 170,000. 
 
The performance of investments made by wealthy individuals in shares and 
commodities, and their willingness to take more risks, helps drive their 
wealth, which in turn fuels "passion" purchases of multimillionaire must-
haves, ranging from Ferraris to diamonds, art and fine wines. Demand for 
such luxuries is especially high among the growing number of wealthy 
individuals in the emerging markets. 
 
The report warns of problems for this year, saying "the path to global 
recovery will likely be uneven and various risks remain". 
 
It added: "The global effects of the financial crisis receded in 2010 but 
aftershocks still materialized in many forms, including the sovereign debt 
crisis in Europe and the growing burden of a gaping fiscal deficit in the US. 
These types of shocks showed the fragility of the economic recovery and 
could still pose an obstacle to growth in 2011". 
www.zcommunications.org 
Read highlights from the report here 

 

Chile: Mass student protests erupt 

 
 

 
 

Largest protest movement for more than 20 years 
CWI 25 June 2011 
 
Universities and secondary schools throughout Chile have been occupied 
during a mass strike and protest movement against the private education 
system. On June 16th teachers and university lectures joined the students 
in a one day strike. Over 100,000 participated in the largest demonstration 
to take place in Santiago for more than 20 years. The students are 
opposing the “market” education system. This movement comes at a time 
of a collapse in the authority of the institutions of capitalism – the 
parliament, the political parties, the police – all are hated by the youth on 
these protests. This movement was preceded by a mass protest in 
Patagonia against the building of an electricity plant which involved up to 
40,000 youth. The right-wing government led by president Pinera now is 
opposed by over 57% of the population – in part due to the opposition its 
mass privatisation programme has aroused. The students have also been 
inspired by the mass movement in Spain which has been widely featured in 
the capitalist media. (Full reports and analysis to follow).  
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Czech Republic: Transport workers lead 24 hour strike 

 
 

 
 

Resistance to coalition government’s cuts 
Toby Dite, Prague 21 June 2011 
 
Last Thursday, Prague city ground to a halt as transport workers led a 
strike against the coalition government’s so called reforms of healthcare, 
pension, tax and social services. This was seen as the first of many strikes 
to come and saw an unprecedented number of workers and youth, pushed 
to breaking poitn by austerity policies.  
 
Trams, trains and buses were shut down for the 24 hour strike. The metro 
system alone carries 1 million people under the city every day, but was 
‘closed for strike’ – for the first time. Workers marched, alongside 
students and pensioners, carrying placards, waving union flags, and calling 
for the immediate end of the government. Slogans, such as - The 
government against the people, the people against the government - 
echoed through the streets, where traffic was halted for hours by the 
protests.  
 
On 7 May, large numbers of protesters went onto the streets of Prague to 
oppose cuts which will seek to remove benefits from students, the 
disabled, and the broader working class. On 21 May, another 40,000 took 
to the streets as the reforms were still being drafted. Last week, the first 
major strike was called by transport workers for Monday 13 June, but was 
banned by the courts. The court agreed with the Ministry of Finance, who 
said that a necessary 3-day warning was not given.  
 
The ban was regard as a farce, but led to the strike date being moved 
forward to Thursday 16 June. The delay gave union leaders, workers, 
students and community members more time to co-ordinate and mobilize, 
so the 24 hour strike saw thousands of protesters take to the streets. Many 
called for a general strike and the end of the government. Police, 
firefighters’ and other unions gave support to the strike.  
 
The enraged strikers marched through Prague, past several government 
buildings, most notably the Ministry of Finance building. Finance Minister 
Kalousek, accompanied by a bodyguards, police and journalists stated he 
wanted to "talk to the protesters". You can imagine reaction he received!  
 
The Czech section of the CWI, Socialistická alternativa Budoucnost, was at 
the fore of the demonstration, distributing leaflets to enthusiastic 
protesters who are looking for ideas for an alternative government, and 
collected signatures for a petition calling on unions to immediatly call for 
a general strike. The government should be kicked out now, the Czech 
socialists said. They argued that a fighting programme should be adopted 
to stop all reforms and workers and youth should promote their own 
independent demands, and discuss political representation.  
 
Encouraged by international movements of youth and workers  
Working class consciousness in the Czech Republic has grown over the last 
year. Encouraged by the movements of youth and workers in Spain, 
Greece, Britain and elsewhere, Czech people are imbued with a new 
confidence. The confidence of the Establishment however is lessening. 
Adriana, a student interviewed at the protest, said that “the movement is 



growing, and today was a very good turnout. There is a large amount of 
anger among us.” With mass strikes taking place across the continent, 
workers are becoming aware of an international struggle against a common 
enemy.  
 
Although the number of striking workers did not match those seen in Spain 
or Greece, the movement marks a qualitative change in the minds of the 
Czech people. No longer will it be sufficient to wait until an election to 
vote for politicians who misrepresent the majority - that is, the working 
class - and promise so-called real change but who never deliver. Workers 
have a sense of a growing power. The question is whether or not the 
movement will gather speed and complement the rest of Europe or be 
diverted by politicians and right wing union leaders.  
http://www.socialistworld.net/doc/5145 

 

US nuke regulators weaken safety rules 

 
 

 
 

 
This photo made available by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission shows a 
10-gallon-per-minute leak which sprung Oct. 19, 2007, in rusted piping 
that carried essential service water at the Byron nuclear reactor 
Yahoo News 20 June 2011 
 
LACEY TOWNSHIP, N.J. (AP) — Federal regulators have been working 
closely with the nuclear power industry to keep the nation's aging reactors 
operating within safety standards by repeatedly weakening those 
standards, or simply failing to enforce them, an investigation by The 
Associated Press has found. 
 
Time after time, officials at the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission have 
decided that original regulations were too strict, arguing that safety 
margins could be eased without peril, according to records and interviews. 
 
The result? Rising fears that these accommodations by the NRC are 
significantly undermining safety — and inching the reactors closer to an 
accident that could harm the public and jeopardize the future of nuclear 
power in the United States. 



 
Examples abound. When valves leaked, more leakage was allowed — up to 
20 times the original limit. When rampant cracking caused radioactive 
leaks from steam generator tubing, an easier test of the tubes was 
devised, so plants could meet standards. 
 
Failed cables. Busted seals. Broken nozzles, clogged screens, cracked 
concrete, dented containers, corroded metals and rusty underground pipes 
— all of these and thousands of other problems linked to aging were 
uncovered in the AP's yearlong investigation. And all of them could 
escalate dangers in the event of an accident. 
 
Yet despite the many problems linked to aging, not a single official body in 
government or industry has studied the overall frequency and potential 
impact on safety of such breakdowns in recent years, even as the NRC has 
extended the licenses of dozens of reactors. 
 
Industry and government officials defend their actions, and insist that no 
chances are being taken. But the AP investigation found that with billions 
of dollars and 19 percent of America's electricity supply at stake, a cozy 
relationship prevails between the industry and its regulator, the NRC. 
 
Records show a recurring pattern: Reactor parts or systems fall out of 
compliance with the rules. Studies are conducted by the industry and 
government, and all agree that existing standards are "unnecessarily 
conservative." 
 
Regulations are loosened, and the reactors are back in compliance. 
 
"That's what they say for everything, whether that's the case or not," said 
Demetrios Basdekas, an engineer retired from the NRC. "Every time you 
turn around, they say 'We have all this built-in conservatism.'" 
 
The ongoing crisis at the stricken, decades-old Fukushima Dai-ichi nuclear 
facility in Japan has focused attention on the safety of plants elsewhere in 
the world; it prompted the NRC to look at U.S. reactors, and a report is 
due in July. 
 
But the factor of aging goes far beyond the issues posed by the disaster at 
Fukushima. 
 
Commercial nuclear reactors in the United States were designed and 
licensed for 40 years. When the first ones were being built in the 1960s 
and 1970s, it was expected that they would be replaced with improved 
models long before those licenses expired. 
 
But that never happened. The 1979 accident at Three Mile Island, massive 
cost overruns, crushing debt and high interest rates ended new 
construction proposals for several decades. 
 
Instead, 66 of the 104 operating units have been relicensed for 20 more 
years, mostly with scant public attention. Renewal applications are under 
review for 16 other reactors. 
 
By the standards in place when they were built, these reactors are old and 
getting older. As of today, 82 reactors are more than 25 years old. 
 
The AP found proof that aging reactors have been allowed to run less 
safely to prolong operations. As equipment has approached or violated 
safety limits, regulators and reactor operators have loosened or bent the 



rules. 
 
Last year, the NRC weakened the safety margin for acceptable radiation 
damage to reactor vessels — for a second time. The standard is based on a 
measurement known as a reactor vessel's "reference temperature," which 
predicts when it will become dangerously brittle and vulnerable to failure. 
Over the years, many plants have violated or come close to violating the 
standard. 
 
As a result, the minimum standard was relaxed first by raising the 
reference temperature 50 percent, and then 78 percent above the original 
— even though a broken vessel could spill its radioactive contents into the 
environment. 
 
"We've seen the pattern," said nuclear safety scientist Dana Powers, who 
works for Sandia National Laboratories and also sits on an NRC advisory 
committee. "They're ... trying to get more and more out of these plants." 
 
SHARPENING THE PENCIL 
The AP collected and analyzed government and industry documents — 
including some never-before released. The examination looked at both 
types of reactor designs: pressurized water units that keep radioactivity 
confined to the reactor building and the less common boiling water types 
like those at Fukushima, which send radioactive water away from the 
reactor to drive electricity-generating turbines. 
 
Tens of thousands of pages of government and industry studies were 
examined, along with test results, inspection reports and regulatory policy 
statements filed over four decades. Interviews were conducted with scores 
of managers, regulators, engineers, scientists, whistleblowers, activists, 
and residents living near the reactors, which are located at 65 sites, 
mostly in the East and Midwest. 
 
AP reporting teams toured some of the oldest reactors — the unit here at 
Oyster Creek, near the Atlantic coast 50 miles east of Philadelphia, and 
two units at Indian Point, 25 miles north of New York City along the 
Hudson River. 
 
Called "Oyster Creak" by some critics because of its aging problems, this 
boiling water reactor began running in 1969 and ranks as the country's 
oldest operating commercial nuclear power plant. Its license was extended 
in 2009 until 2029, though utility officials announced in December that 
they'll shut the reactor 10 years earlier rather than build state-ordered 
cooling towers. Applications to extend the lives of pressurized water units 
2 and 3 at Indian Point, each more than 36 years old, are under review by 
the NRC. 
 
Unprompted, several nuclear engineers and former regulators used nearly 
identical terminology to describe how industry and government research 
has frequently justified loosening safety standards to keep aging reactors 
within operating rules. They call the approach "sharpening the pencil" or 
"pencil engineering" — the fudging of calculations and assumptions to yield 
answers that enable plants with deteriorating conditions to remain in 
compliance. 
 
"Many utilities are doing that sort of thing," said engineer Richard T. Lahey 
Jr., who used to design nuclear safety systems for General Electric Co., 
which makes boiling water reactors. "I think we need nuclear power, but 
we can't compromise on safety. I think the vulnerability is on these older 
plants." 



 
Added Paul Blanch, an engineer who left the industry over safety issues 
but later returned to work on solving them: "It's a philosophical position 
that (federal regulators) take that's driven by the industry and by the 
economics: What do we need to do to let those plants continue to operate? 
They somehow sharpen their pencil to either modify their interpretation of 
the regulations, or they modify their assumptions in the risk assessment." 
 
In public pronouncements, industry and government say aging is well under 
control. "I see an effort on the part of this agency to always make sure 
that we're doing the right things for safety. I'm not sure that I see a 
pattern of staff simply doing things because there's an interest to reduce 
requirements — that's certainly not the case," NRC chairman Gregory 
Jaczko said in an interview at agency headquarters in Rockville, Md. 
 
Neil Wilmshurst, director of plant technology for the industry's Electric 
Power Research Institute, acknowledged that the industry and NRC often 
collaborate on research that supports rule changes. But he maintained that 
there's "no kind of misplaced alliance ... to get the right answer." 
 
Yet agency staff, plant operators, and consultants paint a different picture 
in little-known reports, where evidence of industry-wide problems is 
striking: 
 
—The AP reviewed 226 preliminary notifications — alerts on emerging 
safety problems — issued by the NRC since 2005. Wear and tear in the form 
of clogged lines, cracked parts, leaky seals, rust and other deterioration 
contributed to at least 26 alerts over the past six years. Other notifications 
lack detail, but aging also was a probable factor in 113 additional alerts. 
That would constitute up to 62 percent in all. For example, the 39-year-
old Palisades reactor in Michigan shut Jan. 22 when an electrical cable 
failed, a fuse blew, and a valve stuck shut, expelling steam with low levels 
of radioactive tritium into the air outside. And a one-inch crack in a valve 
weld aborted a restart in February at the LaSalle site west of Chicago. 
 
—One 2008 NRC report blamed 70 percent of potentially serious safety 
problems on "degraded conditions." Some involve human factors, but many 
stem from equipment wear, including cracked nozzles, loose paint, 
electrical problems, or offline cooling components. 
 
—Confronted with worn parts that need maintenance, the industry has 
repeatedly requested — and regulators have often allowed — inspections 
and repairs to be delayed for months until scheduled refueling outages. 
Again and again, problems worsened before they were fixed. Postponed 
inspections inside a steam generator at Indian Point allowed tubing to 
burst, leading to a radioactive release in 2000. Two years later, cracking 
was allowed to grow so bad in nozzles on the reactor vessel at the Davis-
Besse plant near Toledo, Ohio, that it came within two months of a 
possible breach, the NRC acknowledged in a report. A hole in the vessel 
could release radiation into the environment, yet inspections failed to 
catch the same problem on the replacement vessel head until more 
nozzles were found to be cracked last year. 
 
TIME CRUMBLES THINGS 
Nuclear plants are fundamentally no more immune to the incremental 
abuses of time than our cars or homes: Metals grow weak and rusty, 
concrete crumbles, paint peels, crud accumulates. Big components like 17-
story-tall concrete containment buildings or 800-ton reactor vessels are all 
but impossible to replace. Smaller parts and systems can be swapped, but 
still pose risks as a result of weak maintenance and lax regulation or hard-



to-predict failures. Even when things are fixed or replaced, the same parts 
or others nearby often fail later. 
 
Even mundane deterioration at a reactor can carry harsh consequences. 
 
For example, peeling paint and debris can be swept toward pumps that 
circulate cooling water in a reactor accident. A properly functioning 
containment building is needed to create air pressure that helps clear 
those pumps. The fact is, a containment building could fail in a severe 
accident. Yet the NRC has allowed operators to make safety calculations 
that assume containment buildings will hold. 
 
In a 2009 letter, Mario V. Bonaca, then-chairman of the NRC's Advisory 
Committee on Reactor Safeguards, warned that this approach represents "a 
decrease in the safety margin" and makes a fuel-melting accident more 
likely. At Fukushima, hydrogen explosions blew apart two of six 
containment buildings, allowing radiation to escape from overheated fuel 
in storage pools. 
 
Many photos in NRC archives — some released in response to AP requests 
under the federal Freedom of Information Act — show rust accumulated in 
a thick crust or paint peeling in long sheets on untended equipment at 
nuclear plants. Other breakdowns can't be observed or predicted, even 
with sophisticated analytic methods — especially for buried, hidden or 
hard-to-reach parts. 
 
Industry and government reports are packed with troubling evidence of 
unrelenting wear — and repeated regulatory compromises. 
 
Four areas stand out: 
 
BRITTLE VESSELS: For years, operators have rearranged fuel rods to limit 
gradual radiation damage to the steel vessels protecting the core and to 
keep them strong enough to meet safety standards. 
 
It hasn't worked well enough. 
 
Even with last year's weakening of the safety margins, engineers and metal 
scientists say some plants may be forced to close over these concerns 
before their licenses run out — unless, of course, new compromises with 
regulations are made. But the stakes are high: A vessel damaged by 
radiation becomes brittle and prone to cracking in certain accidents at 
pressurized water reactors, potentially releasing its radioactive contents 
into the environment. 
 
LEAKY VALVES: Operators have repeatedly violated leakage standards for 
valves designed to bottle up radioactive steam in the event of earthquakes 
and other accidents at boiling water reactors. 
 
Many plants have found they could not adhere to the general standard 
allowing each of these parts — known as main steam isolation valves — to 
leak at a rate of no more than 11.5 cubic feet per hour. In 1999, the NRC 
decided to permit individual plants to seek amendments of up to 200 cubic 
feet per hour for all four steam valves combined. 
 
But plants keep violating even those higher limits. For example, in 2007, 
Hatch Unit 2, in Baxley, Ga., reported combined leakage of 574 cubic feet 
per hour. 
 
CRACKED TUBING: The industry has long known of cracking in steel alloy 



tubing originally used in the steam generators of pressurized water 
reactors. Ruptures were rampant in these tubes containing radioactive 
coolant; in 1993 alone, there were seven. Even today, as many as 18 
reactors are still running on old generators. 
 
Problems can arise even in a newer metal alloy, according to a report of a 
2008 industry-government workshop. 
 
CORRODED PIPING: Nuclear operators have failed to stop an epidemic of 
leaks in pipes and other underground equipment in damp settings. The 
country's nuclear sites have suffered more than 400 accidental radioactive 
leaks during their history, the activist Union of Concerned Scientists 
reported in September. 
 
Plant operators have been drilling monitoring wells and patching hidden or 
buried piping and other equipment for several years to control an 
escalating outbreak. 
 
Here, too, they have failed. Between 2000 and 2009, the annual number of 
leaks from underground piping shot up fivefold, according to an internal 
industry document obtained and analyzed by the AP. 
 
CONCERNS OF LONG STANDING 
Even as they reassured the public, regulators have been worrying about 
aging reactors since at least the 1980s, when the first ones were entering 
only their second decade of operation. A 1984 report for the NRC blamed 
wear, corrosion, crud and fatigue for more than a third of 3,098 failures of 
parts or systems within the first 12 years of industry operations; the 
authors believed the number was actually much higher. 
 
A decade later, in 1994, the NRC reported to Congress that the critical 
shrouds lining reactor cores were cracked at a minimum of 11 units, 
including five with extensive damage. The NRC ordered more aggressive 
maintenance, but an agency report last year said cracking of internal core 
components — spurred by radiation — remains "a major concern" in boiling 
water reactors. 
 
A 1995 study by Oak Ridge National Laboratory covering a seven-year 
period found that aging contributed to 19 percent of scenarios that could 
have ended in severe accidents. 
 
In 2001, the Union of Concerned Scientists, which does not oppose nuclear 
power, told Congress that aging problems had shut reactors eight times 
within 13 months. 
 
And an NRC presentation for an international workshop that same year 
warned of escalating wear at reactor buildings meant to bottle up 
radiation during accidents. A total of 66 cases of damage were cited in the 
presentation, with corrosion reported at a quarter of all containment 
buildings. In at least two cases — at the two-reactor North Anna site 40 
miles northwest of Richmond, Va., and the two-unit Brunswick facility near 
Wilmington, N.C. — steel containment liners designed to shield the public 
had rusted through. 
 
And in 2009, a one-third-inch hole was discovered in a liner at Beaver 
Valley Unit 1 in Shippingport, Pa. 
 
Long-standing, unresolved problems persist with electrical cables, too. 
 
In a 1993 report labeled "official use only," an NRC staffer warned that 



electrical parts throughout plants were subject to dangerous age-related 
breakdowns unforeseen by the agency. Almost a fifth of cables failed in 
testing that simulated the effects of 40 years of wear. The report warned 
that as a result, reactor core damage could occur much more often than 
expected. 
 
Fifteen years later, the problem appeared to have worsened. An NRC 
report warned in 2008 that rising numbers of electrical cables are failing 
with age, prompting temporary shutdowns and degrading safety. Agency 
staff tallied 269 known failures over the life of the industry. 
 
Two industry-funded reports obtained by the AP said that managers and 
regulators have worried increasingly about the reliability of sometimes 
wet, hard-to-reach underground cables over the past five-to-10 years. One 
of the reports last year acknowledged many electrical-related aging 
failures at plants around the country. 
 
"Multiple cable circuits may fail when called on to perform functions 
affecting safety," the report warned. 
 
EATEN AWAY FROM WITHIN 
Few aging problems have been more challenging than chemical corrosion 
from within. 
 
In one of the industry's worst accidents, a corroded pipe burst at Virginia's 
Surry 2 reactor in 1986 and showered workers with scalding steam, killing 
four. 
 
In summer 2001, the NRC was confronted with a new problem: Corrosive 
chemicals were cracking nozzles on reactors. But the NRC let operators 
delay inspections to coincide with scheduled outages. Inspection finally 
took place in February 2002 at the Davis-Besse unit in Ohio. 
 
What workers found shocked the industry. 
 
They discovered extensive cracking and a place where acidic boron had 
spurted from the reactor and eaten a gouge as big as a football. When the 
problem was found, just a fraction of an inch of inner lining remained. An 
NRC analysis determined that the vessel head could have burst within two 
months — what former NRC Commissioner Peter Bradford has called a "near 
rupture" which could have released large amounts of radiation into the 
environment. 
 
In 2001-3 alone, at least 10 plants developed these cracks, according to an 
NRC analysis. 
 
Industry defenders blame human failings at Davis-Besse. Owner FirstEnergy 
Corp. paid a $28 million fine, and courts convicted two plant employees of 
hiding the deterioration. NRC spokesman Scott Burnell declared that the 
agency "learned from the incident and improved resident inspector training 
and knowledge-sharing to ensure that such a situation is never repeated." 
 
Yet on the same March day last year that Burnell's comments were 
released, Davis-Besse workers again found dried boron on the nozzles of a 
replacement vessel head, indicating more leaks. Inspecting further, they 
again found cracks in 24 of 69 nozzles. 
 
"We were not expecting this issue," said plant spokesman Todd Schneider. 
 
In August, the operator applied for a 20-year license extension. Under 



pressure from the NRC, the company has agreed to replace the 
replacement head in October. 
 
As far back as the 1990s, the industry and NRC also were well aware that 
the steel-alloy tubing in many steam generators was subject to chemical 
corrosion. It could crack over time, releasing radioactive gases that can 
bypass the containment building. If too much spurts out, there may be too 
little water to cool down the reactor, prompting a core melt. 
 
In 1993, NRC personnel reported seven outright ruptures inside the 
generators, several forced outages per year, and some complete 
replacements. Personnel at the Catawba plant near Charlotte, N.C., found 
more than 8,000 corroded tubes — more than half its total. 
 
For plants with their original generators, "there is no end in sight to the 
steam generator tube degradation problems," a top agency manager 
declared. NRC staffers warned: "Crack depth is difficult to measure 
reliably and the crack growth rate is difficult to determine." 
 
Yet no broad order was issued for shutdowns to inspect generators. 
 
Instead, the staff began to talk to operators about how to deal with the 
standard that no cracks could go deeper than 40 percent through the tube 
wall. 
 
In 1995, the NRC staff put out alternative criteria that let reactors keep 
running if they could reach positive results with remote checks known as 
"eddy-currents tests." The new test standard gave more breathing room to 
reactors. 
 
According to a 2001 report by the Advisory Committee on Reactor 
Safeguards, the staff "acknowledged that there would be some possibility 
that cracks of objectionable depth might be overlooked and left in the 
steam generator for an additional operating cycle." The alternative, the 
report said, would be to repair or remove potentially many tubes from 
service. 
 
NRC engineer Joe Hopenfeld, who had worked previously in the industry, 
challenged this approach at the time from within the agency. He warned 
that multiple ruptures in corroded tubing could release radiation. The NRC 
said radiation would be confined. 
 
Hopenfeld now says this conclusion wasn't based on solid analysis but 
"wishful thinking" and research meant to reach a certain conclusion — 
another instance of "sharpening the pencil." 
 
"It was a hard problem to solve, and they did not want to say it was a 
problem, because if they really said it was a problem, they would have to 
shut down a lot of reactors." 
 
AGE IS NO ISSUE, SAYS INDUSTRY 
With financial pressures mounting in the 1990s to extend the life of aging 
reactors, new NRC calculations using something called the "Master Curve" 
put questionable reactor vessels back into the safe zone. 
 
A 1999 NRC review of the Master Curve, used to analyze metal toughness, 
noted that energy deregulation had put financial pressure on nuclear 
plants. It went on: "So utility executives are considering new operational 
scenarios, some of which were unheard of as little as five years ago: 
extending the licensed life of the plant beyond 40 years." As a result, it 



said, the industry and the NRC were considering "refinements" of 
embrittlement calculations "with an eye to reducing known over-
conservatisms." 
 
Asked about references to economic pressures, NRC spokesman Burnell 
said motivations are irrelevant if a technology works. 
 
Former NRC commissioner Peter Lyons said, "There certainly is plenty of 
research ... to support a relaxation of the conservativisms that had been 
built in before. I don't see that as decreasing safety. I see that as an 
appropriate standard." 
 
Though some parts are too big and too expensive to replace, industry 
defenders also point out that many others are routinely replaced over the 
years. 
 
Tony Pietrangelo, chief nuclear officer of the industry's Nuclear Energy 
Institute, acknowledges that you'd expect to see a growing failure rate at 
some point — "if we didn't replace and do consistent maintenance." 
 
In a sense, then, supporters of aging nukes say an old reactor is essentially 
a collection of new parts. 
 
"When a plant gets to be 40 years old, about the only thing that's 40 years 
old is the ink on the license," said NRC chief spokesman Eliot Brenner. 
"Most, if not all of the major components, will have been changed out." 
 
Oyster Creek spokesman David Benson said the reactor "is as safe today as 
when it was built." 
 
Yet plant officials have been trying to arrest rust on its 100-foot-high, 
radiation-blocking steel drywell for decades. The problem was declared 
solved long ago, but a rust patch was found again in late 2008. Benson said 
the new rust was only the size of a dime, but acknowledged there was 
"some indication of water getting in." 
 
In an effort to meet safety standards, aging reactors have been forced to 
come up with backfit on top of backfit. 
 
As Ivan Selin, a retired NRC chairman, put it: "It's as if we were all driving 
Model T's today and trying to bring them up to current mileage standards." 
 
For example, the state of New Jersey — not the NRC — had ordered Oyster 
Creek to build cooling towers to protect sea life in nearby Barnegat Bay. 
Owner Exelon Corp. said that would cost about $750 million and force it to 
close the reactor — 20-year license extension notwithstanding. Even with 
the announcement to close in 2019, Oyster Creek will have been in 
operation for 50 years. 
 
Many of the safety changes have been justified by something called "risk-
informed" analysis, which the industry has employed widely since the 
1990s: Regulators set aside a strict check list applied to all systems and 
focus instead on features deemed to carry the highest risk. 
 
But one flaw of risk-informed analysis is that it doesn't explicitly account 
for age. An older reactor is not viewed as inherently more unpredictable 
than a younger one. Ed Lyman, a physicist with the Union of Concerned 
Scientists, says risk-informed analysis has usually served "to weaken 
regulations, rather than strengthen them." 
 



Even without the right research, the NRC has long reserved legal wiggle 
room to enforce procedures, rules and standards as it sees fit. A 2008 
position paper by the industry group EPRI said the approach has brought "a 
more tractable enforcement process and a significant reduction in the 
number of cited violations." 
 
But some safety experts call it "tombstone regulation," implying that 
problems fester until something goes very wrong. "Until there are 
tombstones, they don't regulate," said Blanch, the longtime industry 
engineer who became a whistleblower. 
 
Barry Bendar, a database administrator who lives one mile from Oyster 
Creek, said representatives of Exelon were asked at a public meeting in 
2009 if the plant had a specific life span. 
 
"Their answer was, 'No, we can fix it, we can replace, we can patch,'" said 
Bendar. "To me, everything reaches an end of its life span." 
beta.news.yahoo.com 

 

News from the Greek General Strike 

 
 

 
 

 
Greek strikers hurl yoghurt and stones at Athens police 
BBC 17 June 2011  
 
Greek police have fired teargas at protesters outside parliament as MPs 
prepared to debate new austerity measures required for the EU and IMF 
bail-out package.  
 
Demonstrators who broke off from a strike rally in Athens responded by 
throwing yoghurt and stones.  
 
Prime Minister George Papandreou faces the risk of a revolt in his Pasok 
party over the austerity package. 
 
He has proposed a unity government to pass the measures, state TV 
reports. 
 
He is seeking support for a new austerity programme of 28bn euros 
(£24.6bn; $40.5bn) in cuts to take effect from 2012 to 2015. 
 
Thousands are taking part in a general strike, the third in Greece this year. 
 
Ports, public transport and banks have been badly disrupted as the main 
public- and private-sector unions go out on strike. 
 
State-run companies have also joined the walkout, while hospitals are only 
offering emergency care. However, airports are operating normally after 
air traffic controllers called off their strike. 
 
A top credit agency has cut Greece's rating, making it the least credit-
worthy nation out of 131 countries it monitors. 
 
The Greek government said the downgrade by Standard & Poor's - from B 
to CCC - ignored its efforts to secure funding.  
 
In order for the next tranche of rescue loans to go through, parliament 



must adopt the new austerity plan by the end of June.  
 
'Fight the battle'  
Police thwarted protesters who were attempting to blockade parliament 
and stop MPs getting in for the debate.  
 
They sealed off the roads leading to Syntagma Square and created a 
pathway for deputies.  
 
The Greek demonstrators are calling themselves the "indignants", linking 
themselves to Spanish anti-austerity protesters who set up camps in Madrid 
and Barcelona.  
 
The square is awash with Greek and Spanish flags, as well as banners 
reading "Resist" and the battle cry from the Spanish civil war, "No pasaran" 
(they shall not pass), the AFP news agency reports.  
 
One MP defected from Mr Papandreou's Pasok party on Tuesday, leaving it 
with only 155 of the chamber's 300 seats. 
 
"You have to be as cruel as a tiger to vote for these measures. I am not," 
George Lianis, a former sports minister, said in a letter to parliament's 
speaker announcing his departure from the parliamentary group. 
 
At least one other Pasok MP has threatened to vote against the new 
programme of cuts and privatisation of state assets.  
 
Another 14 MPs are wavering in their support for the austerity plan, our 
correspondent says. 
 
Mr Papandreou held talks on Wednesday with Greek President Karolos 
Papoulias, telling him that "a national effort" was required. 
 
"We are at a historically crucial moment and a time of crucial decisions," 
Mr Papandreou said, according to a transcript released by his office.  
 
"In any case, we will move forward with this sense of responsibility and the 
necessary decisions." 
 
Possible contagion  
Meanwhile, eurozone finance ministers have failed to agree on how to 
make private creditors contribute to a possible second Greek bail-out.  
 
Ministers meeting in Brussels continued their discussions late into the night 
on Tuesday on ways of making private bondholders share the cost of a 
second rescue package without throwing financial markets into turmoil.  
 
As a result of their failure to reach a deal, the cost of insuring Greek debt 
against default shot to an all-time high. 
 
In a sign of possible contagion from the Greek crisis, credit rating agency 
Moody's said it might downgrade the three largest banks in France because 
of their exposure to Greek debt.  
 
Share prices for BNP Paribas, Credit Agricole and Societe Generale all fell 
as a result. 
 
France appealed for calm, saying it opposed a Greek restructuring which 
could entail write-offs for private banks. 
 



"The French position is voluntary - no restructuring, no credit event and in 
line with the ECB," government spokesman Francois Baroin told reporters 
in Paris.  
 
The EU and IMF are demanding the measures in return for the release of 
another 12bn euros in aid next month which Athens needs to pay off 
maturing debt. 
www.bbc.co.uk 

 
 
Greece: Updates from the May 15 general strike 
Occupiedlondon.org 15 June 2011 
 
17:43 (2+GMT) slightly more calm the situation in Syntagma. Thousands on 
the streets around the square and in front of the parliament, more people 
are coming. Earlier the luxurious Hotel Prince George and the Ministry of 
Economics have both been attacked by the protesters. 
 
17:21 (2+GMT) The med. doctors of the clinic-tent of the Syntagma Sq. 
make a plea for supplies. A lot of people are injured by the brutal attacks 
of the police. People can approach Syntagma from Amalias, from Propylea 
and possibly from the Metro. People chanting anti-cop slogans and clap 
ironically to the cops, battles still go on around the square, DIAS forces 
were hit in Fillelinon, while a few minutes ago they had attacked people in 
front of the national garden and in Stadiou st. DIAS speed up and down on 
Amalias st. hitting the rally. 
 
17:07 (2+GMT) DIAS motorcycle police attacked to people on Amalias St 
chant  eBread-Education-Freedom-The junta did not end in 1973 Œ and 
 eCops, Pigs Murderers f gas bombs and sound grenades again. Music 
sounds again from the speakers of the square. The Syntagma Square Media 
Centre ten minutes ago circulated the following announcemnt: 
 
 h NO PASSARAN! Now WE talk! 
The Greek Parliament is under Siege. Thousands of protesters have flooded 
the greek Bastille and the surroundings. Since 7 in the morning, the greek 
 gindignados h, shouting  gno more! h, and with only means of struggle 
their own body, have blocked the streets and have encircled the 
Parliament.  
What if the police has risen irongated barriers in front of the Parliament 
(V.Sofias) bombarding with unprecended teargases the gathered 
people cWhat if all the  gsides and faces h of police forces (DIAS, 
MAT.e.t.c.)have tried to disperse the two blocks at V.Konstantinou &Rizari 
and V.Konstantinou & Rigillis, we are still here and we are continuing! 
The greek government with the always pront to help, greek police, has for 
some hours now tried to murder and destroy ethically the great movement 
of the greek  gindignados h, of the honest people who have taken to the 
squares and streets of the country. 
To whoever tries to stop the peacefull siege of the  gworthless and 
dangerous h, the greatest protest of the post Junta era, we will say only 
this! We are here to stay! All the people fs assemblies, we will stay and no 
ethical or politicall provocator will stop us. There is no space for such a 
species in our future history!  h 
 
 
16:53 (2+GMT) a big group of demonstrators chased a group of DIAS/DELTA 
motorcycle police on Panepistimiou st. The speakers of Syntagma Sq. call 
for people to go back to the square. But it is difficult to stay there due to 
the police gases, people still there though. 



 
16:49 (2+GMT) People tried gradually to return to Syntagma, music 
sounded again from the speakers. But just now cops are attacking again en 
masse, trapping groups of people on the lower part and trying to evacuate 
the entire square, with tear gas and profound violence. 
 
15:56 (2+GMT) Major clashes on Filellinon st., at least one arrest in 
Sytagma, people do not leave the square cops attack to everyone. Shock 
grenade and tear gas bombs sound everywhere. People defend themselves 
and the square, kicking out the cops in various parts of the square. Cops 
attacked twice to ambulances which came to pick up injured 
demonstrators, while atear gas bomb was thrown in the clinic-tent of the 
square. 
 
15:45 (2+GMT) Clashes all around Syntagma and on the Square. 
Demonstrators respond with stones to the police attack, the square is 
covered with the white powder that gas bombs leave behind, but people 
still there, while others are re-concentrating on the streets around the 
square and are trying to move back on the square. 
 
15:29 (2+GMT) Police attacks en mass in Athens, tear gas and stand 
grenade everywhere in Syntagma. Stones against the police and against the 
Hotel Great Bretagnia. Earlier in Gianneana (NW Greece) demonstrators 
attempted to occupy the prefecture, they managed it for a while, but then 
riot police attacked to them, clashes followed. 
 
15:15 (2+GMT) Tension at Syntagma Sq continues. At Akadimias st. police 
threw a lot of tear gas a few minutes ago. Clashes between riot cops and 
demonstrators in front of the Ministry of Economic, a lot of petrol bombs 
and tear gas were thrown. People are back outside parliament and they f 
re preparing for a stand-off. In front of the parliament anarchists and 
fascists are next to each other chanting slogans, the situation was really 
tense, after some clashes fascists were kicked out of the area. 
 
14:28 (+2 GMT) Thousands of people remain around the parliament. The 
plexiglass wall is not there any more, but the cops have moved lower near 
the Syntagma Sq, they forming cordon with 4 lines. But many new 
demonstrators people are coming into the parliament fs area to 
participate into the blockade. Fascists, undercover police officers and 
uniformed cops are around, but people seem not to be afraid and they still 
concentrate. In Thessaloniki, although the rain thousands of people have 
surrounded the venue of the sub-ministry of North Greece 
 
14:00 (+2 GMT) More prefecture premises have been occupied so far the 
HQ of the Prefeture of Central Greece (Lamia), Crete, Corfu (Eptanisa) and 
Syros (Kyklades). Earlier anarchists in Athens located amongst them a 
hooded cop with molotov cocktails, while other demonstrators (incl.) 
fascists start blaming anarchists as undercover cops and attacked to some 
of them. A molotov cocktail was thrown in the police lines in front of the 
parliament. 
 
 
13:50 (+2 GMT) Athens: Clashes between the police and demonstrators in 
Rigilis st. and in Amalias st. Hundreds of demonstrators clash with each 
other in front of parliament, at least one demonstrator seriously injured in 
front of the hotel Great Britannia. 
 
13:18 (+2 GMT) Syntagma Sq: Some of the demonstrators threw stones to 
the police forces in front of the parliament and some extreme-right-wing 
people who were there tried to prevent the stone throwing and so clashes 



between demonstrators erupted. Police at the moment throws gas bombs 
to the demonstrators in front of the parliament 
 
12:44 (+2GMT) Lamia, central Greece: Workers f unions have occupied the 
premises of the Prefecture, the same thing happened in the Prefecture of 
Crete. 
 
12:36 (+2GMT) Serres, northern Greece: After the end of the demo the 
Open Popular Assembly of Eleftheria square has unanimously decide to 
occupied the Town Hall. The Town Hall will remain occupied untill 17.00 
when a new assembly will take place. 
 
12:46 (+2 GMT) Athens: The march of the general strike started from 
Museum and no is marching toards the parliament through Stadiou St. 
 
12:16 (+2GMT) Athens: Tension in front of the plexiglass wall in Vas. Sofias 
Av. Demonstrators (mainly workers in the municipalities) start pushing the 
wall and the police used tear gas. 
 
11:56 (+2 GMT) Trikala: The demonstration of almost 150 leftists, 
 gindignants h and anarchists have just ended. The demo started from the 
Workers f Center of the city and ended at the building of the Prefecture 
blockading it for an hour. 
 
11:30 (+2 GMT) Thessaloniki: The base unions have started their demo 
from Kamara moving towards the Workers f Center of Thessaloniki. More 
than 1000 people participate in the demo.  
 
11:25 (+2 GMT) Aigio, Achaea: More than 400 demonstrators at the central 
square of the town of Aigio, in Achaea (western Greece) are about to start 
a march in the streets of the city. 
 
11:12 (+2 GMT) In Athens a group of demonstrators coming from Zografou 
neighbourhood has been blocked by large forces of DELTA/DIAS police 
forces near Evangelismos. The 10 demonstrators detained earlier have 
been released.  
 
10:20 (+2 GMT) Reports about 10 people detained and 2 injured on the 
blockade of Vasileos Konstantinou Avenue and Rizari street. The 
demonstrators attempted to block some MPs going to the parliament for 
their meeting and police attacked to them. There is a need for 
reinforcement of the gathering/blockade at the Panathenaicon stadium. 
 
10:08 (+2 GMT) A small part of the crowd in front of the Parliament is 
shouting fascist slogans. At the same time police is arresting people on 
Vasileos Konstantinou Avenue.  
 
10:03 (+2 GMT) Around 300 demonstrators at the pre-gathering of the 
general strike at the [National Archaeological] Museum [Athens] 
 
09:35 (+2 GMT) Tension in front of the parliament, where is the largest 
rally, people start chanting  ecops, pigs, murderers f and the front line of 
police passed behind the metal railings. 
 
08: 50 (+2 GMT) People at Syntagma are swelling in numbers, we hear that 
there are a few gathering in Evangelismos, although the metro station 
there is closed. 
 
07:53 (+2 GMT) People gathering outside parliament at Syntagma Sq. and 
by parliament fs side entrance on Vasilisis Sofias. A huge police plexiglass 



wall blocks the street. 
www.occupiedlondon.org 

 
 
Political Crisis in Greece Amidst Revolt Against Massive Budget Cuts and 
Tax Hikes 
 
 
Greece was rocked Wednesday by massive street protests and a strike of 
millions of workers against the government’s austerity plans. In response, 
embattled Greek Prime Minister George Papandreou announced he will 
reshuffle his cabinet to try to achieve consensus on how to address the 
country’s crippling debt crisis. The new austerity package for Greece 
includes $9.4 billion in tax hikes, doubling past measures agreed to with 
bailout lenders that have pushed unemployment to a record 16.2 percent 
and extended a deep recession into its third year. We speak with Hara 
Kouki, a doctoral student based in Athens who has been writing about the 
protests, and with Costas Panayotakis, associate professor of sociology at 
the New York City College of Technology at CUNY. [includes rush 
transcript] 
 
AMY GOODMAN: Greece was rocked yesterday by a nationwide strike of 
millions of workers and hours of rioting in street protests against the 
government’s austerity plans. In response, embattled Greek Prime Minister 
George Papandreou announced in an address to the nation he will reshuffle 
his cabinet today to try to alleviate the country’s crippling debt crisis. 
 
PRIME MINISTER GEORGE PAPANDREOU: [translated] I will continue on the 
same road, the road of duty, together with the PASOK parliamentary 
group, its members and the Greek people. Tomorrow, I will form a new 
government, and immediately after, I will ask for a vote of confidence 
from parliament. It is time for responsibility. 
 
AMY GOODMAN: The new austerity package for Greece includes six-and-a-
half billion euros in tax hikes—that’s 9.4 billion U.S. dollars—and doubles 
measures agreed to with bailout lenders that have pushed unemployment 
to a record 16.2 percent and extended a deep recession into its third year. 
Some protesters expressed skepticism at the Prime Minister’s initiative. 
 
PROTESTER: [translated] A cabinet reshuffle? With what? The same 
ministers? I remember our grandfathers used to do that. It’s the same 
people every time. It’s different meals, but they’re cooked in the same 
pot. 
 
AMY GOODMAN: For the past three weeks, protesters have camped out in 
Athens’ main square facing parliament, calling on the government to 
withdraw its plans. 
 
For more, we go to Athens, where we’re joined on the phone by Hara 
Kouki. She is a doctoral student who has been writing on the protests for 
The Guardian and other publications. And here in New York, we’re joined 
by Costas Panayotakis, associate professor of sociology at New York City 
College of Technology. His book Remaking Scarcity: From Capitalist 
Inefficiency to Economic Democracy will be published in September. 
 
Hara, let’s go to you first in Athens. What is happening there now? 
 
HARA KOUKI: Hi, good morning. Well, what I can say is what happened 
yesterday and describe a bit what’s happening at the square, you know, 



because it’s quite astonishing and surprising even for us, because, I mean, 
it has been quite a usual thing to have protests and demonstrations in 
Greece, but what’s happening the last three weeks is like daily, on a daily 
basis, thousands of people who gather in central square of Athens, and 
they come from all political parties, but at the same time from non-
political parties, because it’s a very anti-politic thing. And there are 
people who gather there, and daily they have assemblies talking about 
everything. 
 
And what is clear for all those people is that they have no clue of what’s 
going to go on and what they want to happen. But what they all say, what 
we all know there, is that this thing cannot go on. So, it’s really not 
against the government; it’s against what has been happening for the last 
30 years and that has led the country into this situation. So that’s mainly 
what’s going on at the streets and at the Syntagma Square. 
 
And it’s—I have to say that it’s—there are people from all ages and all 
political stands. I mean, you can see mothers, you can see doctors, you 
can see students. You can see people of 50, 30 or 70 years old going there 
and trying to hear what other people are saying, trying to get help in 
another way of ways that has been happening until now. 
 
AMY GOODMAN: Costas, can you explain the significance of Papandreou 
not being able to form this national unity government, of him saying he 
will reshuffle his cabinet, and what this means outside of Greece? 
 
COSTAS PANAYOTAKIS: Yeah. I think that Papandreou has lost the 
confidence of Greek citizens, and he’s losing the confidence of his own 
party, his—the members of the parliament, the trade unions that were 
allied with the socialist party. And it’s pretty clear that he didn’t feel 
confident that he could pass this austerity package through the 
parliament. So he turned to the conservative party to try to create a 
coalition government, and he was rebuffed, although the conservative 
party seemed to be willing to discuss it for a while. So it also—there is an 
element of political theater, because the conservative party sort of is 
posturing as being against these austerity packages to some extent, but 
it’s clear that both of these parties are sort of on board and that the result 
has been that the entire political system has been delegitimized. And this 
is something that is shown by polls. 
 
And I think this is the result of a festering European crisis, because what 
we’ve had is that the dominant strategy within Europe has been to protect 
European banks on the backs of people in the European periphery, like 
Greece and Portugal, Spain, Ireland, and also the expense of taxpayers in 
northern European countries who finance these bailouts that do nothing to 
solve the problem and that only make life miserable for people in 
countries like Greece, because of all the conditionalities and the cutbacks 
and the austerity that they entail. 
 
AMY GOODMAN: What does it mean to say he is a socialist, Papandreou? 
Where did that philosophy and politics come out in the solutions that he 
has been trying to push through? 
 
COSTAS PANAYOTAKIS: Well, I think this is part of the problem. I mean, 
he ran—in 2009, he ran on an anti-austerity campaign, making the obvious 
point that every economist knows since Keynes, that when you have a 
deep economic crisis, austerity is the wrong way to go, because it will 
make the crisis even worse. And this is why he has had problems with his 
party, because many in his party feel that what he’s doing is so far away 
from the principles of the party that he’s having—he’s having problems. 



So, I mean—and of course, the irony is he’s the president of the Socialist 
International, as well. He’s not just—so, his argument would be that, you 
know, he doesn’t have any choice, that basically, otherwise, the country 
is, you know, going to go bankrupt. But his critics would suggest that he 
didn’t really bargain with the interests of ordinary Greeks in mind, and 
he’s just going along with what the European Union and the IMF want him 
to do. 
 
AMY GOODMAN: And the influence of the massive Spanish protests, 
throughout Spain and primarily in Madrid, on Greece and the protests 
there? 
 
COSTAS PANAYOTAKIS: Yeah. They—the Greek protesters call themselves 
aganaktismenoi, which means indignant. And it’s sort of—it follows up on 
the movement of indignados in Spain. There were even apocryphal stories 
that there were banners in Spain that said, you know, "Be quiet. The 
Greeks are sleeping." So, many Greeks took that, sort of those, as a sort of 
challenge, and they sort of figured that they would rise to the challenge, 
following the same social media—Facebook and so on and so forth. So, I 
think there are sort of similarities there. 
 
In Greece, I don’t think it’s—as Hara was saying, it’s not just young people. 
And it was probably not in Spain, either. But, I mean, it’s amazing that the 
movement in Greece, how you have people who are from all walks of life 
and all backgrounds. And it’s not the usual suspects that were more likely 
to be found in the protests last year, where you had mainly unions and 
left-wing parties and so on. So I think the program has really been hurting 
people in a very sort of severe way, and it is becoming clear to everybody 
that this program is not working. The predictions of the government, the 
predictions of the IMF have not been materializing, so people are saying 
enough is enough. 
 
AMY GOODMAN: Hara, the level of the protest and the police response to 
that protest? 
 
HARA KOUKI: Yeah. Well, I wanted to say that I agree with how Costas 
views the frustration, but my—I mean, my point of view is different, 
because I’ve been living here, so it’s more like emotional or firsthand 
experience. So, what I can say is that, as I said before, I think that the 
protests and demonstrations have not been—I mean, they were not just 
people, the usual people, that have been participating until now, but they 
are people that have never been in the streets before. So those people, 
during the last three weeks, have been massively into the streets. So we 
had like, for the last three weeks, like million—half a million of people 
gathered in the square. 
 
And we would not expect police brutality because of that. But not—what 
happened yesterday is that there was extreme police brutality. There was 
much tear gas thrown at the people. There were people, you know, 
crushed into each other, crying, that could not see. So, I don’t really—I 
mean, what my—in my personal view—personal view, I’m not representing 
anyone—what happened is that we understood that, you know, the 
political leaders or representatives are quiet in the case, at a loss, because 
they cannot really control what is happening, because obviously, I mean, 
by brutality or violence, you cannot control these things. And what 
happens is that you create more hostile feelings, you know, on behalf of 
the people, that you cannot control the situation, you just treat them 
violently as that. 
 
So, what I wanted to say, another thing I wanted to add is that yesterday 



at the demonstration, there were, I just said, a half-million people in the 
streets in Athens. When rumors were spread that the Prime Minister was 
discussing reform of the government or a new coalition of government, 
what people said—and I mean, what all people said—is that we don’t really 
care about that. I mean, everybody knows that even if the government 
changes or if there is a new head of government, this is not going to 
change the way things are on and the way things are going to be done in 
the next few months. So, even if that happens, you know, the problem at 
issue is not going to be solved. We all know that what is happening on the 
streets at this moment is not going to be solved with a new coalition 
government. So that’s something that is totally—you know, it’s totally 
commonsense for everybody here. It’s not—maybe it’s not really shown in 
the media, but that’s something I can say that’s obvious for all of us, that 
something most radical must happen in order to change the things—the 
way things go. 
 
AMY GOODMAN: Costas, from our headlines a year ago, the New York 
Times reporting Wall Street tactics akin to the ones that fostered subprime 
mortgages in America have worsened the European financial crisis by 
enabling governments to hide their mounting debts. One deal created by 
Goldman Sachs helped Greece obscure billions in debt from the budget 
overseers in Brussels. Goldman Sachs is said to be the most important of 
more than a dozen banks used by the Greek government to manage its 
national debt using derivatives. Can you comment? 
 
COSTAS PANAYOTAKIS: Yeah. I think what we have—I was talking about 
how it is a European crisis, but it is really a global crisis. And what the 
current crisis has shown is basically the incompetence, but also the 
cravenness of the political and economic elites that are running the world, 
and that, basically, this is the problem we are faced with. And basically, 
ordinary citizens in Greece, in Europe, in the United States are now being 
called upon to pay for the sins of—you know, of banks and politicians who 
failed to regulate them. And in this sense, there are a lot of parallels in 
the kind of rhetoric that is used in Greece to justify austerity and the 
rhetoric that is used in the United States or the state of New York, and so 
on and so forth, the same kind of patterns of attacking, for example, 
public state—public sector workers and saying they’re privileged and they 
are the cause of the problems. So, there is like a sort of global class war 
going on, and a lot of themes are similar. And so, I think there is a pattern 
there. 
 
AMY GOODMAN: Hara, what do you see happening right now? I mean, 
could the government collapse today? 
 
HARA KOUKI: Well, what is happening now is that you don’t really know 
what’s going to happen. I mean, you have this thing, that you wake up in 
the morning and you don’t know—I mean, maybe the government has 
collapsed, or maybe there is a new state of things going on. You know, it’s 
totally unpredictable what’s going to happen. 
 
What you know now and you didn’t know like two months before is that 
now what you do in the—I mean, you are not closed in your own space, 
private space, anymore. So you have gone on the street, and you have met 
other people speaking. So what we know now is that what we do and what 
we say can have an impact on a political level, because, as Costas said, 
you have been used to be agate of what’s happening and that you bear 
responsibility as a private citizen and a, I don’t know, an individual. But 
now, I don’t know what’s going to happen, but the thing is that the people 
at this level, at the political level, cannot ignore the way people feel and 
how they’re facing our problems. So, I’m not going to say that I’m 



optimistic, because maybe the government saying this and that does not 
equate with an optimism feeling, but I’m optimistic on this perspective, 
that, you know, people’s voices are heard, and not only in Greece, but 
also in Spain or in Portugal or in the United States. So, that’s what I think 
that’s happening at this moment. I don’t know what’s going to happen 
next, if you ask me that. 
 
AMY GOODMAN: And who is, Costas, the conservative party of Greece, and 
what will this mean? 
 
COSTAS PANAYOTAKIS: Well, the leader is called Antonis Samaras, and 
he’s playing a sort of—a kind of strange game where he supports many of 
the specific neoliberal free market policies and privatization, and so on 
and so forth, that the government is trying to push through, but on the 
other hand, he sort of realizes that these policies are very unpopular, they 
are not working well, so he tries to present himself as being also critical of 
it. And one of the things he—one of the conditions he said for a coalition 
government yesterday was that a coalition government would be 
temporary, and he would try to renegotiate the terms of the austerity 
package. But I basically agree with Hara that, you know, a coalition 
government would not solve the problem. 
 
AMY GOODMAN: Well, I want to thank you both for being with us. Costas 
Panayotakis, professor at CUNY, City University of New York, his book 
Remaking Scarcity: From Capitalist Inefficiency to Economic Democracy 
will be published in September. And Hara Kouki, thank you so much for 
being with us in Athens, Greece, has been writing about the protests for 
The Guardian and other publications. 
www.democracynow.org 

 

Spanish politicians dodge hecklers 

 
 

 
 

IOL News 15 June 2011  
 
Madrid - Politicians in Spain's northeastern Catalonia region have used 
police helicopters to get to the regional parliament to avoid some 2 000 
protesters angry at planned budget cuts in education and health.  
 
A police spokeswoman said the situation was tense as the deputies arrived 
on Wednesday at Ciutadella park in central Barcelona. Regional President 
Artur Mas was among those who arrived by helicopter.  
 
Police pushed protesters back so deputies who arrived on foot could get in. 
 
The demonstration is part of nationwide protests over the past month by 
young and unemployed people angry at the country's handling of the 
economic crisis.  
 
The official spoke on condition of anonymity in keeping with police rules. - 
Sapa-AP  
www.iol.co.za 

 

Pilger Film and US Visit Banned 

 



 
 
 

 
John Pilger (Znet) 10 June 2011 
 
ZCom received the following open letter from John Pilger reporting very 
disturbing events in progress. We thought it important to make public on 
the site... We will update when more information becomes available. 
 
Dear Noam... 
I am writing to you and a number of other friends mostly in the US to alert 
you to the extraordinary banning of my film on war and media, 'The War 
You Don't See', and the abrupt cancellation of a major event at the Lannan 
Foundation in Santa Fe in which David Barsamian and I were to discuss free 
speech, US foreign policy and censorship in the media.  
 
Lannan invited me and David over a year ago and welcomed my proposal 
that they also host the US premiere of 'The War You Don't See', in which US 
and British broadcasters describe the often hidden part played by the 
media in the promotion of war, in Iraq and Afghanistan. The film has been 
widely acclaimed in the UK and Australia; the trailer and reviews are on 
my website www.johnpilger.com. 
 
The banning and cancellation, which have shocked David and me, are on 
the personal orders of Patrick Lannan, whose wealth funds the Lannan 
Foundation as a liberal centre of discussion of politics and the arts. Some 
of you will have been there and will know the Lannan Foundation as a 
valuable supporter of liberal causes. Indeed, I was invited in 2002 to 
present a Lannan award to the broadcaster Amy Goodman. 
 
What is deeply disturbing about the ban is that it happened so suddenly 
and inexplicably: 48 hours before David Barsamian and I were both due to 
depart for Santa Fe I received a brief email with a 'sorry for the 
inconvenience' from a Lannan official who had been telling me just a few 
days earlier what a 'great honour' it was to have the US premiere of my 
film at Lannan, with myself in attendance. 
 
I urge you to visit the Lannan website www.lannan.org. Good people like 
Michael Ratner, Jeremy Scahill and Glenn Greenwald are shown as 
participants in discussion about freedom of speech. I am there, too, but 
my name is the only one with a line through it and the word, 'Cancelled'. 
 
Neither David Barsamian nor I have been given a word of explanation. All 
my messages to Lannan have gone unanswered; my calls are not returned; 
my flights were cancelled summarily. At the urging of the New Mexican 
newspaper, Patrick Lannan has issued a one-sentence statement offering 
his regrets to the Lannan-supporting 'community' in Santa Fe. Again, he 
gives no reason for the ban. I have spoken to the manager of the Santa Fe 
cinema where 'The War You Don't See' was to be screened. He received a 
late-night call. Again, no reason for the ban was given, giving him barely 
time to cancel advertising in The New Mexican. 
 
There is a compelling symbol of our extraordinary times in all of this. A 
rich and powerful individual and organisation, espousing freedom of 
speech, has moved ruthlessly and unaccountably to crush it. 
www.zcommunications.org 
 
With warm regards 
John Pilger  

 



Cosatu outrage at ANC appointments 

 
 

 
 

Sipho Khumalo 7 June 2011  
 
Cosatu is fuming over the fact that people who contributed to the near-
collapse of the Msunduzi municipality have been appointed to key positions 
in the entity, saying this reflected little, if any, commitment to clean 
governance and the fight against corruption.  
 
Briefing the media in Durban after a special executive committee meeting, 
KwaZulu- Natal Cosatu secretary Zet Luzipo protested against the 
appointments of Alpha Shelembe as Msunduzi deputy mayor and Zonke 
Mbatha as Speaker.  
 
Shelembe was the Speaker in the previous Msunduzi administration. He had 
to step down last year in a shake-up when Msunduzi was taken over by an 
administrator after administrative and financial mismanagement had 
almost crippled the entity. He remained an ordinary councillor until the 
May 18 elections.  
 
Mbatha was a member of the executive committee when Msunduzi faced 
crippling financial and administrative challenges last year.  
 
Shelembe’s new appointment was marked by violent protests outside the 
Pietermaritzburg city hall last week, with people questioning him being 
appointed while facing allegations of corruption and fraud.  
 
He denied the allegations.  
 
Cosatu said yesterday that it had been consulted by the ANC as part of the 
tripartite alliance and a member of the alliance’s deployment committee. 
The alliance had agreed on how to handle the Msunduzi crisis, including a 
total overhaul of the executive committee and the alliance caucus.  
 
Baffled 
Luzipo said there had been an agreement that those who had been 
involved in the previous crisis-ridden administration should not be 
appointed.  
 
“We are quite disappointed and baffled by the decision of the ANC. This 
flies in the face of our collective alliance decision not to consider any of 
those who were involved in the collapse of that municipality.  
 
“We understood that commitment to be about ensuring that we start on a 
clean slate, but this is nothing else but a case of an old wine in a new 
bottle,” he said.  
 
However, Cosatu backed the appointment of its chairman, Chris Ndlela, as 
the Msunduzi mayor, saying that it would give him the support he would 
require.  
 
“We have agreed that we will continue to fight corruption, fraud, 
patronage and political factionalism. The leadership of the ANC in this 
province had no courtesy to interact with its alliance components when it 
was reversing a decision it had canvassed with us.  
 
“Unfortunately, we are left with no option this time around but to side 
with our member and the public at large. We remain committed to this 
alliance, but not at the expense of our integrity and legitimacy,” said 



Luzipo.  
 
In March, ANC spokeswoman Makhosi Khoza gave an undertaking that the 
ANC would not include in its Msunduzi appointments politicians who had 
help run the municipality into the ground.  
 
Asked why the party had gone back on the commitment made by Khoza, 
ANC KwaZulu-Natal secretary Sihle Zikalala said he had not seen Cosatu’s 
statement.  
 
“The only thing that we can say at this stage is that we prefer to engage 
with Cosatu internally rather than through the media,” he said.  
 
Zikalala said Khoza’s undertaking should be viewed in its “correct context” 
and the ANC was dealing with the matter internally.  
www.themercury.co.za 

 

Mass Protests in Greece 

 
 

 
 

 
Athens sees its biggest gathering in years, more than 150,000 at 
Syntagma square as the build-up for the General Strike of June 15th 
begins 
occupiedlondon.org 6 June 2011 
 
A crowd whose size is difficult to even estimate gathered in central Athens 
to protest against the crisis and the Memorandum tonight. The call to a 
pan-european call of action saw more than 100,000 (some estimates give 
much higher numbers) flooding Syntagma square and many central nearby 
avenues. In contrast to previous gatherings, police presence was much 
higher, with fencing erected around the parliament building and double, or 
triple rows of riot police around it. 
 
The city is now building up for the General Strike of June 15th, which is 
also the next date of action announced at Syntagma square. Both 
mobilisations are aimed against the new agreement between the 
government and the troika (IMF/EU/ECB) which is planned to be voted at 
parliament on the morning of the 15th. The general assembly of Syntagma 
square has already called for a blocking of the parliament from the night 
of the 14th. In addition to the fencing installed around the parliament (see 
below), a police water canon has also appeared nearby. 
 
Similar demonstrations took place in Thessaloniki, Patras, Heraklion, 
Larisa, Volos and many other Greek cities. In the Cretan city of Chania, 
fascists bearing arms appeared in the gathering, in a failed attempt to 
provoke the gathered crowd. 
www.occupiedlondon.org 

 

 

Veil of silence shrouds witness's arrest in Tatane killing 

 
 

 
Mandy de Waal (Daily Maverick) 3 June 2011 
 



 Molefi Nonyane, the man who cradled Andries Tatane as he lay dying, has 
been arrested by Bloemfontein police and allegedly denied access to his 
lawyer. It's a particularly worrying development, as he was due to appear 
in court in Ficksburg as a key witness in the case against eight policemen 
accused of Tatane’s murder. Community activists said they did not know 
where Nonyane was and were concerned for his safety.  
 
Molefi Nonyane was due to appear in court in Ficksburg, Free State, on 
Thursday morning with the eight policemen charged with Tatane’s murder, 
but was nowhere to be seen. He had apparently been arrested early on 
Wednesday evening, 1 June. 
 
The last time I saw Molefi he was handcuffed like me,” said Pseliso 
Mpekoa, who was arrested with Nonyane after he tried to persuade the 
police not to take Nonyane away. “We were arrested by a special task 
force team from Bloemfontein. We weren’t even arrested by local police,” 
said Mpekoa. He said he was charged with interfering with police in the 
execution of their duties. 
 
“I was taken to Ficksburg police station, but Molefi was taken to 
Bloemfontein. Our lawyer has tried to see him, but the police refuse to 
speak to our lawyer about Molefi at all.” 
 
All efforts by the Daily Maverick to confirm Nonyane’s arrest and get 
comment from South African Police Services spokespeople in Pretoria, 
Ficksburg and Bloemfontein proved fruitless on Thursday and no 
statements had yet been issued. The duty station commander in Ficksburg 
refused to comment on the case and referred the Daily Maverick to 
regional spokespeople, none of whom answered or returned our calls. 
 
In reporting on the arrests, Eyewitness News earlier quoted community 
representative Ncebakazi Manzi, who alleged police were trying to 
intimidate witnesses to Andries Tatane’s death. 
 
The SABC broadcast the events on television, showing Tatane being beaten 
by uniformed police and being shot, apparently with a rubber bullet, at 
point-blank range. Tatane subsequently died in Nonyane’s arms. 
 
Manzi told Eyewitness News, “Nonyane and Mpekoa were arrested by two 
policemen in private cars who apparently refused to identify themselves. 
The situation is very suspect and obviously it must have something to do 
with the court hearing today.” 
 
Eyewitness News reported that police had confirmed the arrests, but had 
not offered any information about what charges were being brought 
against either Nonyane or Mpekoa. 
 
Molefi is the main witness in our case and just a day before his appearance 
in court he is arrested,” said Mpekoa. “We had lawyers last night to come 
to talk to the police, but Molefi was not allowed to speak to the lawyer. 
They kept us separate. He did not appear in court, unless he appeared in 
court in another town that we don’t know about. I am worried about him.” 
 
Both Nonyane and Mpekoa are active leaders of the Meqheleng Concerned 
Citizen’s Movement which has protested against police violence during 
previous court hearings related to the Tatane murder. Eight members of 
the SAPS appeared in court on Thursday, when the case was postponed 
until 14 June. 
 
Volksblad journalist Willem van der Berg, who was present in court, said 



the hearing took place under heavy police guard. “All eight policemen 
charged were in court, but there were a lot of other police in court as 
well. There was a strong police presence outside the courtroom.” 
 
The police made sure no one took photographs or had a mobile phone in 
their hands. Somebody wanted to send an SMS and the police immediately 
told him to stop and put his mobile phone away,” said Van der Berg, who 
added a court order prohibiting photographs being taken of the accused 
was still in effect. 
 
“Outside the court there were a lot of riot police keeping an eye on people 
who were singing and protesting. About 50 people were singing and 
dancing and holding placards which mostly read that they hated the 
police, the municipality or the government,” said Van der Berg. 
 
The police ordered the crowd to stop singing and dancing outside the 
court, and warned them that if they didn’t stop, the police would fire tear 
gas at them in 30 seconds. Some people ran away, but others stood their 
ground.” 
 
Many in the crowd waited until Mpekoa walked out of the court room. 
“The crowd went crazy when he walked out. They just started singing and 
going mad,” said Van der Berg. 
 
Mpekoa said that subsequent to Tatane’s death tensions between police 
and members of the Meqheleng community had been high. “We have been 
trying to build relations with the police, but after (Nonyane’s arrest) 
yesterday the hatred and the anger is back,” he says. “People don’t want 
the police again. The animosity continues to grow instead of us healing the 
community.” 
 
He said the granting of bail to the eight accused had fuelled tensions. “The 
community is sad,” says Mpekoa. “The fact that the police were first 
denied bail and then later granted bail in Bloemfontein without us even 
knowing about it, without the family being advised, is very sad. We should 
have been informed. We only knew about this when we learnt of it through 
the news. This makes the community think the police are getting special 
treatment or that they are getting things specially done for them.”  
 
UPDATE: Captain Dlamini, an SAPS spokesperson, says that Molefi Nonyane 
was arrested after an old fraud charge against him was reopened. Dlamini 
says the charge relates to a case that the police opened against Nonyane in 
2008. Nonyane is being held in Bloemfontein but was arrested in Ficksburg. 
Captain Dlamini says: "Nonyane is being held in Bloemfontein because his 
crime was committed in Bloemfontein. I can't comment on his lawyer not 
being able to speak to him. I don't know anything about that. He will have 
a bail hearing tomorrow (Friday) at the Bloemfontein magistrate's court." 
DM 
www.thedailymaverick.co.za 

 

COSATU disappointed at Tribunal ruling on Walmart 

 
 

 
 

Cosatu 1 June 2011 
 
The Congress of South African Trade Unions is gravely disappointed by the 
Competition Tribunal’s almost unconditional approval of the take-over of a 
controlling 51% of Massmart by the American multinational giant, Walmart. 



 
While we welcome two conditions – that 503 workers retrenched by 
Massmart must be reinstated, and that all agreements negotiated by the 
trade unions in Massmart must be honoured for three years - the approval 
does nothing to address the fundamental concerns raised by COSATU, the 
South African government and numerous other concerned South Africans. 
 
On trade union rights, there is no guarantee that this notoriously anti-
union company will continue to respect negotiated agreements after the 
three years are up, or whether they will then revert to the union-busting 
tactics for which they have become notorious around the world. 
 
On local procurement, the pledge by Massmart and Walmart to spend R100 
million to develop local South African suppliers over the next three years is 
vague and minimal. It smacks of a public relations exercise to divert 
attention from their track-record of procuring goods from wherever in the 
world they are cheapest, regardless of the conditions of the workers 
producing these goods.  
 
COSATU has never opposed foreign investment into South Africa, 
particularly if it leads to the creation of new, decent jobs. Walmart 
however is more likely to destroy jobs, by using its competitive advantage 
to force its competitors out of business, and destroying South African 
manufacturing businesses, which will not be able to compete with a flood 
of cheap imports produced in sweat shops by non-union workers or in 
developed countries which protect their manufacturers with massive 
subsidies and tariffs.  
 
COSATU is willing to engage with Walmart on these issues. But if no 
satisfactory agreement is reached, the COSATU Central Committee, from 
27-30 June 2011, will be debating how to proceed with its campaign of 
mass action, which will take the form of marches, demonstrations, pickets 
and stay-ways, for which a Section 77 notice has already been lodged, to 
prevent the Walmart take-over. 
 
Patrick Craven (National Spokesperson) 
Congress of South African Trade Unions 
 
1-5 Leyds Cnr Biccard Streets 
Braamfontein 
2017 
P.O.Box 1019 
Johannesburg 
South Africa 
Tel: +27 11 339-4911/24 
Fax: +27 11 339-5080 / 6940 
Mobile: +27 82 821 7456 
patrick@cosatu.org.za 

 

Durban Water tariffs to go up by 38% 

 
 

 
 

Durbanite.co.za 30 May 2011 
 
MILLIONS of KwaZulu-Natal residents, including the whole of Durban, will 
pay at least 38 percent more for their water from July 1 
More than 84 percent of the tariff goes to funding the Spring Grove Dam, 
which the Trans Caledon Tunnel Authority started building this year. 



 
Parliament heard that Umgeni water board's tariff increase was only 6 
percent - with 32 percent going to the funding of the dam. 
 
Mohamed Vawda, director of water resource financing and pricing for the 
department of water affairs, said the R2 billion dam was a "full cost 
recovery project". 
 
The entire cost of the dam will be recouped from the consumers. 
 
ANC committee chair Johnny de Lange demanded to know who had signed 
the contract for the dam, to which Vawda replied that it was the 
eThekwini municipality. 
 
DA MP Gareth Morgan said the project caused "considerable stress in 
Durban even if the eThekwini municipality asked for this to be built". 
 
In the rest of the country, where municipalities get their water from water 
boards, prices will increase by between 6 and 20 percent from July 1. 
 
Poor communities of Botshelo, Bela Bela, Rustenburg and Wallmanstal who 
get water through the Magalies water board, face huge increases of 
between 16 and 28 percent. 
 
ANC MP James Skosana told water board chiefs that there was no point in 
hiking water prices by 28 percent because the poor would not be able to 
"cough up" anyway. 
www.durbanite.co.za 

 

Protests in Greece 

 
 

 
 

 
Occupiedlondon.org 26 may 2011 
 
“What time is it? Time for all of them to go” Tens of thousands take to the 
Greek streets against the crisis 
 
01.00 GMT+2 Syntagma Square, Athens. Thousands seem to prepare 
themselves for spending the night at the square with tents and folding 
beds. An impromptu popular assembly finished earlier on; people gather in 
groups, discuss, approach the parliament in turns shouting slogans. There 
will definitely be many of them here in the morning. 
 
11.50 GMT+2 In a series of demonstrations and gatherings unseen in 
Greece’s recent turbulent history, tens of thousands took to the streets 
demanding for “all politicians to go”, in a call similar to the one that shook 
Spain only a few days ago. In Athens, approximately 20,000 took to 
Syntagma square; in Thessaloniki, approximately 5,000 gathered in front of 
the city’s white tower. Many thousands gathered in Patras, Volos, Chania, 
Ioannina and Larisa, and other cities. 
www.occupiedlondon.org 

 

SABC to earn R20m from election advertising</BIG< td>  

 



 
 
 

Mpho Sibanyoni and Fikile-Ntsikelelo Moya (City Press) 16 May 2011 
 
Elections have proved to be good for the economy, with the media – -
especially the electronic media – being the biggest beneficiary of the 
democracy dividend. 
 
Pamphlets, T-shirts, posters and outdoor adverts added healthy numbers 
to the bottom line of those businesses awarded the tenders. 
 
The ANC is said to have spent R59 million on T-shirts for the 2009 general 
elections, but a spokesperson for the ruling party, Keith Khoza, declined to 
give figures for this election or any previous ones. 
 
Political parties are estimated to have spent R20 million on advertising in 
electronic media as the scramble for votes for this week’s local 
government elections intensifies. 
 
The figure excludes what they would have paid for the production of 
adverts and the payments to political consultants working on party 
strategy. Topping the list of big spenders is the DA, which channelled more 
than 400% of the money used by the ruling ANC to advertise on SABC -
television channels (see box). 
 
The figure excludes expenditure on stadiums, such as FNB stadium, where 
the ANC will hold its final rally today. Stadium Management South Africa, 
the company managing the World Cup ground, said CEO JacquesGrobbelaar 
was the only person allowed to give figures for what it would have cost the 
ANC to hire the venue. Grobbelaar had not responded by the time of going 
to print. Last year, Safa justified increasing ticket prices as it cost R500 
000 to hire the stadium. 
 
Figures released to City Press by Trish Guilford, associate managing 
director of media planning firm The MediaShop, show that between April 1 
and May 6, the DA had pumped R5.3 million into advertising on SABC 
television channels, while the ANC had spent R1.2 million. 
 
The SABC is estimated to have made R20 million from all election-related 
advertising, which includes the spend from the Independent Electoral 
Commission. Final figures are expected two months after the elections. 
 
Free-to-air e.tv and Primedia Broadcasting and Outdoor media declined to 
release figures. 
 
The television advertising sector has also benefited from the elections. 
Producing a good-quality advert will cost an agency between R1.5 million 
and R2 million.  
 
“If you want to produce an ad for anything under a million, you must know 
that it won’t be good quality,” said Kumari Moodley of advertising agency 
McCann. 
 
Although political strategising is big business in the US and the UK, it is yet 
to fulfil its potential in South Africa. “Political parties are bad payers,” 
said a strategist who asked not to be named because he was involved in a 
campaign with one of the parties. 
 
“Because strategists are chosen for, among other things, party links, you 
have to mix a bit of volunteerism with consultancy. 
 
“Although Treasury rates allowed for up to R3 500 an hour, parties tended 



to negotiate down a lot, exploiting the party allegiance to the maximum 
and then delaying payment or not always paying.  
 
“The ANC, for example, did not pay Ogilvy for months after the agency did 
strategy work for them at the last elections, but it (the agency) did not 
rush to the courts to force the ANC to pay,” the strategist said.  
 
In most instances, consulting firms doing work for political parties see 
their ventures more as investing in the future. 
 
“It gives you a head start when you have to bid for work when the party 
becomes or returns as government,” he said. 
 
Not everyone is convinced though that it is money well spent. 
 
Said Guilford: “Unlike when dealing with fast-moving consumer goods, it 
would be hard to quantify whether the money spent by political parties on 
marketing will translate into a certain number of votes.” 
 
She said although the ANC had not channelled large amounts of money into 
television advertising, the party received the largest amount of coverage. 
 
“The ANC has been getting a hell of a lot more exposure than any other 
political party. If you look at most news bulletins and current affairs 
programmes, we are always being shown stuff related to the ANC’s -
election campaign.”  
 
Guilford said the DA was pumping large sums of money into its election 
campaign because the party’s marketing strategy aimed to win over voters 
who would normally cast their vote in the ANC’s favour. 
 
A DA candidate told City Press that the budget for Johannesburg alone was 
about R7 million. This excluded TV and radio, which constitute the biggest 
cost. Of this amount, between R2 million and R3 million was spent on 
pamphlets. 
 
Brad Dessington, the chief executive of Rogue Brand Agency, said: “The 
translation of number of votes through television is also highly dependent 
on the messaging within the commercial and the predisposition of the 
markets that view the commercial.” 
 
He said the ANC’s marketing campaign, which employed a mixture of 
media platforms, had performed better than those of other parties. 
 
“After my observations over the past month, it is evident that the ANC has 
by far the greatest media budget for their pre-election campaign,” 
Dessington said. 
 
“The ANC has wisely created a formidable mix of media channels to 
support its campaign. 
 
“There would be an element of proportional conversion to a media budget. 
However, this is highly dependent on the total expenditure on the media 
channels a party uses, with the ANC clearly having the highest. 
 
“Their campaign extends across a large outdoor presence through to -
affluent market targeting such as airport advertising,” said Dessington. 
 
He said the DA enjoyed strong Web and social media presence. 
 



“The DA is using media channels outside of typical street-poster -
campaigning seen sporadically by minority parties. 
 
“This approach suggests that the DA is targeting higher living-standard 
measure groups through this channel while maintaining outdoor presence 
for mass-market coverage.” 
 
Dessington said television was used because it had a unique ability to 
develop a sense of emotion and reality through audiovisual sensory 
communication compared with other media. 
 
“Television adverts give the party an ability to document a story or portray 
a sense of trust and deep-seated emotions, and have the ability to 
potentially convert viewers who are in a state of indifference or personal 
debate by the options presented to him or her,” he said. 
 
Media analyst Chris Moerdyk said there were no tools to show whether 
advertising could be linked to how individuals voted. “It will be very 
difficult to separate votes won or lost through advertising from those won 
or lost through public meetings and media interviews,” he said. 

 

Army dispatched to ‘hot spot’ 

 
 

 
 

IOL News 13 May 2011  
 
THE ARMY has been called in and is now on standby to quell protests which 
erupted on the streets of Samora Machel just days before Wednesday’s 
local government elections.  
 
The Independent Electoral Commission (IEC) says the area has been 
identified as an “election hot spot” and the army was dispatched 
yesterday after talks between the commission, police and military.  
 
Residents started protesting on Wednesday after a child was injured in a 
car crash near Samora Machel Primary School.  
 
They are demanding that the city build speed bumps to slow down 
vehicles.  
 
The residents dug trenches in Oliver Tambo Drive and Weltevreden Road 
near the busy R300 and also pelted passing cars with rocks and burned 
tyres.  
 
Yesterday, soldiers patrolled both roads, which were closed to traffic 
during the day.  
 
Some soldiers were on foot, and others monitored the area from their 
armoured vehicles.  
 
This morning, charred rubble and stones of various sizes were still 
scattered across the roads.  
 
Although the streets were quiet at first, by 9am a small group of protesters 
had returned to the area, digging up sections of the road and setting fire 
to the rubble.  
 
There were no police officers or soldiers on the scene and the protesters 



threw a stone at a car that drove over the rubble.  
 
 
The city’s traffic officials were unable to say how many cars had been 
damaged in the protests.  
 
Yesterday, a pall of smoke hung over Samora Machel throughout the day.  
 
The presence of the army did not deter residents and, as night fell, fires 
were relit and smoke from burning tyres spiralled into the air.  
 
Residents waved election posters and toyi-toyied alongside heaps of 
rubble.  
 
Although the protests were not directly linked to the elections, the IEC’s 
Courtney Sampson said it was to be expected that the country’s poorer 
areas would become hot spots for violence or protest action during the 
election period.  
 
“These communities are under constant distress. There is never any focus 
on them – only when something bad happens,” Sampson said this morning.  
 
“During election time, the focus shifts on to them and this becomes the 
ideal tme to raise their discontent,” he said.  
 
Yesterday, councillor Monwabisi Mbaliswana, into whose ward 33 the area 
falls, told the Cape Argus that the residents would not stop until speed 
bumps were built.  
 
He said this would help to minimise the risk of children being knocked over 
by speeding motorists.  
 
Mbaliswana said that after another child had been killed near the school in 
January, he had immediately applied to the city to have speed bumps in 
the road.  
 
He said he had obtained letters of support from the local community police 
forum, Samora Machel community leaders and other local organisations. 
These had been submitted with the application.  
 
He added that an official from the “top echelons” of the city’s transport 
department had later told residents that he had no knowledge of the 
application.  
 
The city had neither confirmed nor denied this at the time of going to 
press today.  
 
Samora Machel’s police spokes-man, Captain Ntomboxolo Sitshitshi, said 
last night that no arrests had been made in the area in connection with the 
protests on Wednesday and yesterday.  
 
Police spokesman Warrant Officer November Filander said today that seven 
army vehicles had been dispatched to Samora Machel yesterday afternoon. 
 
The team had been sent in after the area had been identified by the IEC, 
police and the army as one of several election hot spots in the Western 
Cape.  
 
Sampson, who is the IEC’s provincial head, said the organisation met every 
week with state security bodies in the run-up to elections to “assess 



circumstances in communities”.  
 
Filander said hot spots were identified based on service delivery protests 
and the army was placed on standby to assist the police if protests turned 
especially violent.  
 
Earlier this week, national police management identified the Western Cape 
as being one of the country's hotspot provinces ahead of the elections, 
with KwaZulu-Natal, Mpumalanga and North West.  
 
Officials said a total of 50 000 police officers would be dispatched to 21 
868 polling stations.  
 
Another 25 000 officers would be used to do general policing and would 
work alongside thousands of reservists.  
 
“We will not allow anyone to disrupt these elections,” said national police 
commissioner General Bheki Cele. Police would be “everywhere” on 
Wednesday.  
 
“Anyone who thinks they can disrupt the elections has another thought 
coming,” said Cele.  
 
Police Minister Nathi Mthethwa said police would come down hard on 
anyone who tried to disrupt the elections. “While people have a right to 
protest, it is to be done within the law.” 
http://www.iol.co.za/capeargus/army-dispatched-to-hot-spot-
1.1068599 
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Durban’s Poor Flat Dwellers Facing Imminent Eviction 
SDCEA Umbilo Action Group 12 May 2011 
 
Many poor sectional title flat owners and tenants living in former 
municipality owned buildings across Durban survive on government 
pensions or disability and social grants and are now facing imminent 
eviction or attachment of property, mostly for debts incurred- either 
through corrupt management, predatory administrators, exploitative slum 
lords or a disinterested municipality eager to divest themselves of the 
financial burden of dysfunctional buildings.  
 
A large number of residents of flats across Durban are being affected by a 
fundamentally flawed system; Flamingo Court, Elwyn Court, Chisnam 
Court, Sydenham Heights, Melbourne Court, Lantern Heath, Bencorrum, 
Raynor House and Emerald Park, to name a few; and many hundreds of 
people are about to lose their homes with no alternative other than 
vagrancy or resorting to swelling the ranks of informal settlements.  
 
People were given these flats initially on welfare decree, for one reason or 
another, and charged a nominal rent. As the number of poor people grew, 
and the costs of maintenance increased proportionally with the absence of 
regular upkeep, the municipality realised this would be a considerable 
drain on their coffers. Many of these buildings are large, some have 13 
stories, and lifts, amongst other amenities, began to fail as regular 
maintenance was not seen to be a priority. 



 
From around 1994, the municipality, with what appeared to be indecent 
haste, strongly encouraged tenants to purchase their flats and 
endeavoured to paint a glowing picture of the joys of owning ones own 
home. It would appear that realities such as depreciation, inflation, 
dwindling subsidies and the costs of upkeep were not fully explained to 
these people. Details such as the installation of individual water meters, 
rusted pipes, rotten wiring and the technicalities of sectional title were 
downplayed in the municipality’s haste to divest themselves of these real 
estate liabilities.  
 
A series of managing agents, namely Wakefields, Amerada, Flatfinders and 
Independent Estate Agents were appointed to the various buildings and 
because these companies are profit driven, the spiral of poor maintenance 
increased, coupled with considerable debt inherited from the 
municipality’s reluctance to deal effectively with rent collection (it has 
been insinuated that political favouritism played a part), and the 
disproportion between accelerating levies and mostly static grants. 
Allegations of corruption involving some body corporates and managing 
agents were made and financial records were not regularly available or in 
some cases, altogether absent.  
 
The lack of individual water meters further compounded the spiral of debt 
as flats were bought up by slum lords, questionable investors who have 
bought up large numbers of flats for the apparent purpose of crowding in 
as many people as possible. Coupled with the deterioration of surrounding 
areas, increasing poverty of flat dwellers and diminishing services such as 
electricity, crime proliferated and many of these buildings now harbour 
large numbers of drug dealers, thieves and gangsters, rendering the flats 
extremely unsafe for the disabled and aged. 
 
Debt for water and electricity ballooned and many single mothers on social 
grants, poor pensioners or the disabled, found themselves cross subsidising 
the excessive bills accrued by grossly overcrowded flats. The managing 
agents appeared to do little to address this, and continued to allow 
slumlords to buy up an increasing number of flats, as (when one compares 
historic purchase prices) they were amenable to higher purchase prices 
than the going rate at the time or increasingly snapped up defaulters flats 
at bargain prices.  
 
The municipality no longer had to deal with maintenance costs and now 
became creditors, threatening to cut or radically reduce vital services such 
as water and electricity for non-payment.  
 
It appeared that in 2008 some of the slumlords (one in particular, a certain 
Gordon MacKay) decided to accelerate their acquisition of properties and 
lodged several High Court applications to have some of the buildings put 
under administration.  
 
This is when an interesting pattern emerged.  
 
Many of the body corporates of buildings formerly managed by Ravi 
Moodley of Amerada Property Management, were prevented from obtaining 
financial records and trust funds appeared to have disappeared, in the 
meantime, Amerada’s fortunes seemed to grow conversely. At the same 
time that applications for High Court administration were made, a small 
company was registered by André Grundler, AG Body Corporate Solutions 
CC. 
 
Mr Grundler has never made a secret of his close ties with the eThekwini 



Municipality and it would appear by the contact email address listed on the 
CIPRO website (that of Avishkar Ramlakhan who is, or was, also listed as 
the eThekwini Municipality contact for Lawactive) that the relationship is 
indeed very cosy. Coincidentally Mr Grundler has been appointed 
administrator by the High Court to at least four out of five former 
municipal blocks now under administration, with another, Melbourne Court 
due to follow shortly.  
 
Mr Grundler also appears to move in the same circles as Mr MacKay, both 
contributing to Connecta Realty’s website testimonials. 
 
Mr Grundler has also made no secret of his hardline approach to debt 
recovery even to the degree of implementing some extremely questionable 
legal procedures such as making unilateral decisions on interest rates and 
terms of repayment, additional levies for reconstructed debt without 
producing historical financial records, compensation for a historical lack of 
levy increases, etc. 
 
This has of course put untold pressure on social grantees, with many 
pensioners who earn in the region of R1100 now being charged R1092 levy, 
not including additional historical or reconstructed levies. In the case of 
Flamingo Court, Mr Grundler has given flat owners until 15 May 2011 to 
ratify amounts to be levied for reconstructed levies. Flat owners were only 
notified of such on 21 April 2011 and full financial statements were not 
supplied, only figures from managing agents Amerada and Independent - 
no figures prior to this.  
 
Furthermore, flat owners have been given until 31 May 2011 to approach 
managing agents Flatfinders to arrange formal repayment terms, the full 
amount to be paid over a period of up to 24 months. As some government 
pensioners have been advised they owe amounts of R14 000, an additional 
levy of around R1 200 per month, over and above the current levy of 
R1092, is simply beyond their means. If terms are not agreed to, or the full 
amount settled by 31 May, flat owners have been notified they will face 
legal collection processes.  
 
These processes have already been instituted at Elwyn Court and on Tues 
10 May, the Sheriff of the Court attached the contents of an owner’s flat 
for a default of some R2 000.  
 
Melbourne Court is soon to be placed under administration by the same 
company – AG Body Corporate Solutions. In a short time, many people 
across Durban are about to become destitute through no fault of their own 
and without former knowledge of debts owing.  
 
It has become increasingly clear that there is a very real possibility of 
collusion between individuals involved with the probable approval – or at 
least knowledge – of the eThekwini Municipality. The victims in this case 
are poor people who have nowhere to go, no resources to draw on and who 
will be drawn into a cycle of debt until they are forced to sell their homes 
for nominal amounts, in all likelihood to the very slum lord who applied for 
their buildings to be put under administration in the first place, and 
thereafter end up homeless vagrants. 
 
Now that more people are becoming appraised of what their future holds, 
flat owners and slum lords tenants are now joining together across the city 
to coalesce into a more formal grouping to fight this persecution in any 
way possible and ultimately to win formal representation in the same 
manner as the shack dwellers and other movements. After many meetings 
at flats all over Durban, the first action decided on is to picket the 



Provincial Dept of Housing, Martin West Building, 320 West St, the City Hall 
and the MEC’s offices this Friday 13 May between 12 and 1pm to raise 
awareness of their plight, draw support from other groups and attract 
media attention. 
 
The South Durban Community Environmental Alliance and Umbilo Action 
Group have supported their action to date, and will continue to do so as 
well as encourage broader support from other civil society groups. Formal 
legal representation will be sought so that despite being poor, these 
people can still enjoy justice and equal representation against the rich and 
powerful. If a precedent is set in this case it may prevent future 
exploitation of vulnerable flat owners and force government to set in place 
mechanisms and structures that are vitally needed.  
Join the struggle to end persecution of poor flat dwellers! 
 
Vanessa Burger 
Umbilo Action Group 
0828477766 
 
Des D’Sa 
South Durban Community Environmental Alliance 
0839826939  

 

 

Greeks stage one-day strike over austerity cuts 

 
 

 
 

Greek labour unions are staging a one-day strike in protest against the  
government's austerity measures. 
 
The strike, called by two of the country's largest unions, is expected  
to shut down most public services and ground flights. 
 
Greece is one year into an international bail-out of its foundering  
economy and there are fears a new rescue package may be needed. 
 
The government has had to cut spending in order to qualify for the 
bail-out. 
 
Many Greeks are angry over cuts to wages and pensions, job losses and  
increased taxes. 
 
Wednesday's strike was called by the private sector union GSEE and the  
public sector union ADEDY. 
 
Hospitals will be operating with skeleton staff only, schools will be  
closed, municipal transport will be disrupted and airports and docks  
will be largely closed apart from emergency services. 
 
The government fiscal restructuring programme has combined with a  
lingering recession to push unemployment to about 15%. 
 
Despite the spending cuts, the highly-indebted government needs to  
borrow money and is facing extremely high interest rates from private  
sector lenders. 
 
A European Union mission is in Athens this week to review Greece's  
progress on meeting the terms of the 110bn euros ($158bn; ?97bn) joint  



EU-IMF emergency loans. 
 
It has another two years to run and the mission's assessment will be key  
to deciding whether Athens will be offered better terms on the loans. 

 

Inspired by Revolution, Egyptian Workers Occupy Factory 
The Real News Network 9 May 2011 

 

 VOICEOVER: Since February 2011, hundreds of workers have occupied the Torah Egyptian 
Starch and Glucose Manufacturing Company, a formerly publicly owned factory sold to the 
Maricana group in March 2004. In April 2010, the management claimed it would temporarily 
shut the plant down for renovations. Instead, workers witnessed the factory being gradually 
dismantled and were eventually laid off to turn the grounds into a tourism development. 
According to Al-Ahram, workers were given approximately $100 in severance--hardly 
enough to support their families, nor cover their exceeding medical bills. 
 
UNIDENTIFIED (SUBTITLED TRANSL.): I had heart surgery. I have high blood pressure and 
diabetes. How am I supposed to survive outside like this? Give me a reason to live. 
 
UNIDENTIFIED (SUBTITLED TRANSL.): Let me show you the destruction. They destroyed 
everything! Everyone had some sort of disease, but they were still working. Sick, but 
working! 
 
UNIDENTIFIED (SUBTITLED TRANSL.): Twenty-seven workers with serious diseases, high 
blood pressure, heart disease, diabetes, mental disability, cancer. The man standing there, 
he has cancer. Where should he go? 
 
UNIDENTIFIED (SUBTITLED TRANSL.): How? The realized profits are no more than the return 
on commercial papers and the sales of machinery scraps. Is this the company policy?  
 
UNIDENTIFIED (SUBTITLED TRANSL.): They're robbing the company. 
 
UNIDENTIFIED (SUBTITLED TRANSL.): Since April of last year, this factory has not been 
producing. As you can see here, it's all broken. 
 
VOICEOVER: As was repeatedly witnessed in the Mubarak regime's continuous efforts to 
privatize publicly owned companies, workers claim this highly profitable factory was sold 
well below market prices. Inspired by the January 25 revolution, workers are demanding 
they be given their jobs back or be compensated with an appropriate severance package 
and a retirement allowance. 
 

SABER ABDEL KARIM HUSSEIN (SUBTITLED TRANSL.): I am Saber Adbel Karim Hussein. I am the 
president of the workers' union. This factory is approximately eight acres of land along the Nile, 
and there are 15 other acres on another factory in a place called Mostarad. This factory was sold in 
2004 to an investor called Naser el Khorafy, a Kuwaiti. It was sold for 128 million pounds. This 
company had 42 million pounds in the banks. It had 13 million pounds' worth of material and raw 
material in stock. It had available merchandise worth 15 million pounds. In April they sold the 
company, and on May 15, 2010, the new owners told the government officials that this factory was 



not functioning and needs an overhaul, meaning maintenance. And then we were surprised in 
November: they started to cut through the factory to sell it as scraps of metal. 
 
 
UNIDENTIFIED (SUBTITLED TRANSL.): The factory stopped producing, even though all of the 
machinery was working. The majority of the machines were working at a high capacity. They're 
getting rid of it for the land. The most important thing to them is the land. It's all politics. 
 
UNIDENTIFIED (SUBTITLED TRANSL.): Today he came to throw me a bone and said: take two months' 
salary for each year you've worked, and leave. I should get 10,000 or 12,000 pounds and go sit at 
home next to the kids? Am I disabled? 
 
UNIDENTIFIED (SUBTITLED TRANSL.): The owner considers the people here as ancient ruins of the 
old public sector--they should be completely wiped out. He's mimicking Hitler's mentality, although 
he isn't smarter than the people here. Hitler's way of thinking is that these people are inferior 
beings and that they need to be slaughtered and die, and the ones that are left are the "smart" 
ones. But I consider people here smart. They are experienced professionals. They can work well 
and keep the factory operating. But he, of course, wasn't interested in that. 
 
UNIDENTIFIED (SUBTITLED TRANSL.): He created a number of false companies as subsidiaries, such 
as supply companies, to receive tax exemptions. Where is this supply company? Where is its board 
of directors? What does it do? There was nothing! 
 
HUSSEIN: He was receiving a subsidy from the ministry of the environment of approximately 
300,000 euros. So he was taking money without a functioning company! He's raping the nation! 
 
UNIDENTIFIED (SUBTITLED TRANSL.): At first the situation was, if you opened your mouth, they 
would take you to the state security. And they brought Major-General Mostafa Abdel Kader and 
Major-General Essam El-Din Hafez to scare and terrorize us. 
 
ROAD SIGN (SUBTITLED TRANSL.): No to destruction. The laborers and its union demand to operate 
the factory in Torah. 
 
UNIDENTIFIED (SUBTITLED TRANSL.): When we saw the revolution ignited and renounced corruption 
and the state security in the country, we were encouraged to begin our movement. When we saw 
these youth getting killed for the sake of democracy in the country, we started discussing our 
plight. 
 
HUSSEIN: What we want is for the factory to run again. Before the revolution, we would dare not 
speak. The state security trucks would have gathered us all. But considering all that has happened 
in the country and its intifada, all that we are asking for is to operate this factory. We need no 
more than that. 
 
SIGN (SUBTITLED TRANSL.): A plea to the attorney general: It must be a promising day out there to 
reverse injustice. It will be a bright day for the oppressed, and a dark one for the oppressors.  
 
 
SIGN (SUBTITLED TRANSL.): Long live the revolution and reject destruction. 
 
UNIDENTIFIED (SUBTITLED TRANSL.): I'm talking to you at the end of my wits. I left here at 5 a.m. 
and came back at 10 a.m. Enough! I can't take it! Starting tomorrow, I swear to God, I'm going to 
bring my wife and kids and live here. I have an office here. I'll open it and we'll all come and live 



here. I can't take the abusive strongmen anymore. We are imprisoned within ourselves, not behind 
bars, but as walking prisoners. Today I had the opportunity to hear that my son, my cousin, my 
uncle, my brother are all in Tahrir Square. I am no less than them. I am also defending my rights. 
The whole country is requesting for its rights, and I am asking for mine here. Today I am not 
imprisoned, neither from inside or outside. And I have the freedom to say so! Isn't that what they 
are asking for? I am not against them. I am with them! But I am here. 
therealnews.com 

Effluent turns river into sewer 

 
 

 
 

Tony Carnie 5 May 2011  
 
Durban’s Palmiet River has been turned into a stinking mess of dead fish, 
sewage and chlorine after copper cable thieves knocked out an electrical 
sub-station.  
 
To add to the mess, the river also turned milky white recently, allegedly 
after rotting milk and other substances flowed into the river from a Clover 
dairy factory and other industries in the New Germany/Pinetown industrial 
area.  
 
Jean Senogles, a long-standing member of the Wildlife and Environment 
Society and the Palmiet Nature Reserve, said the river flowed white last 
week and then black this week, following a major sewage overflow from a 
municipal sewage pump station.  
 
“Now the municipality is treating the sewage contamination with chlorine 
and the fish are dying,” said Senogles.  
 
Frank van Rooy, who bought a home in Cowie’s Hill recently because of its 
unique location next to a scenic river, said he was infuriated when the 
river turned white over the Easter weekend and decided to investigate the 
source of the pollution.  
 
Clambered  
Van Rooy followed the trail of white water to a stormwater drain on the 
corner of Oppenheimer Street and Eskom Road in New Germany.  
 
He then clambered up the river bank and found himself next to a Clover SA 
milk factory.  
 
There he found two effluent-holding tanks which smelt of rotten milk and 
appeared to be in the process of being drained.  
 
“Now this week, the river has turned black and the fish are dying because 
copper cable thieves knocked out an electrical sub-station which feeds the 
local sewage pump station. One of the workers at the site told me they 
were pouring chlorine into the river to disinfect the sewage – so it’s no 
wonder the fish are dying!”  
 
Mlungisi Mahlobo, of the pollution section of the eThekwini water and 
waste department, confirmed yesterday that the Blair Athol Road sewage 
pump station had overflowed on Monday because of an electrical failure, 
and the river was being disinfected with sodium hypochlorite.  
 
Mahlobo said the department was considering the use of less toxic 
disinfectants in future, such as hydrogen peroxide. It was also investigating 
reports that Clover effluent might have spilt into the river last week.  



 
When The Mercury telephoned Clover SA for comment, production 
manager Lourens van Niekerk said he thought it unlikely that the Pinetown 
factory had polluted the river because the company had its own effluent 
treatment plant. Later, however, Clover SA director Drikus Lubbe 
confirmed that the municipality had been in contact with the company to 
discuss the problem.  
 
“It appears that there is a big hole in one of the effluent pipelines owned 
by the municipality, and we will make sure that we don’t pump anything 
down there until it gets repaired. We understand that this effluent is 
coming from the whole industrial area in New Germany; it’s not just our 
plant.  
 
“Someone telephoned us about this problem and we acted immediately.  
 
“The white colour is not linked only to milk, because we believe there are 
other industrial products such as caustic soda which can also cause the 
same problem.”  
 
Van Rooy, however, has vowed to keep a watchful eye out for further 
pollution. “I’m watching and waiting, and will nail whoever is treating this 
river like a toilet.  
 
“I just wish eThekwini would slap the culprits with a massive fine,” said 
Van Rooy.  
tony.carnie@inl.co.za 

 

UK activist nabbed for 'thinking to protest'  

 
 

 
 

Pres TV 30 April 2011 
 
British police have arrested activist Charlie Veitch from his home in 
Cambridge on suspicion of 'conspiracy to cause a public nuisance' at the 
royal wedding.  
 
The activist was arrested Thursday in a pre-wedding raid, despite the fact 
that he had recently gone to police, on his own accord, to discuss how he 
is entirely non-aggressive and has no plans for disrupting the royal 
wedding.  
 
The activist's detention puts a big question mark before the claims that the 
UK is an advocate of democracy, freedom of expression and human rights.  
 
Police arrested activist Charlie Veitch on charges of possibly conspiring to 
create a public nuisance. By nuisance, they mean speaking freely in a 
public space, which is what all human beings have the right to do.  
 
The UK, if it was a democracy, has lost its credibility to be a democratic 
state. There have never taken place so many democratic activists' arrests, 
anywhere in the world, not only on suspicion of thought-crime, speech-
crime, or political assembly crime, but now on offences defined by the 
British police as pre-crime.  
 
Veitch, who lives off Midsummer Common in Cambridge, had set up a 
group called the Love Police.  
 



Silkie Carlo, 21, a second year student at Cambridge University studying 
politics and psychology, said Veitch, her boyfriend, was arrested Thursday 
at 5pm.  
 
She said the allegation is 'conspiracy to cause public nuisance' on Friday.  
 
“He was arrested as part of a political victimization campaign”, she added. 
 
“What he does is he is a filmmaker who uses a megaphone. He's quite 
known for being harmless, peaceful and vocal”, said Silkie Carlo.  
 
“One of the things we specialize in is hugging police. It is fun to film. They 
are friends rather than enemies so this is quite unprecedented”, added the 
activist's partner.  
 
“This is a free speech crime but worse than that, it's a free speech pre-
crime.”  
 
“The royal wedding itself is a public nuisance. I don't consider a 
democratic protest to be a public nuisance”, said Carlo.  
 
She said 20 to 30 people gathered outside Parkside police station between 
9.30pm and midnight yesterday adding there would be a similar protest 
today at 3pm.  
 
Terri Oaks, who lives in Cambridge and attended the demonstration 
outside Parkside on Thursday night, said: "Cambridge residents are 
appalled that the government has so little respect for the right to protest, 
that they are arresting people across the country for even thinking about 
protesting at the royal wedding.  
 
“The public is footing the £20 million bill for the wedding, but we are 
being denied the right to voice our opinions, just as the government has 
been suppressing our right to protest against the welfare cuts which are 
hitting the poorest the hardest", added Oaks.  
www.presstv.ir 

 

Tunisian committees to safeguard the revolution 

 
 

 
 

LibCom 23 April 2011  
 
Since 14th January numerous committees to safeguard the revolution have 
been set up in many places throughout the country, with a variety of 
forms, constitutions and functions. Municipal bodies almost everywhere in 
Tunisia have been swept away, and temporary bodies for managing 
municipalities have taken their place.  
 
The form and make-up of these institutions depends on the balance of 
forces in each locality. In some cases, they have been created on the basis 
of proposals by the committees to safeguard the revolution, in others they 
maintain links with the old local political bosses. 
 
The Bizerte committee to safeguard the revolution 
 
Bizerte is a city of 200,000 inhabitants (the province, or governorate, has 
around 700,000) and lies on the Mediterranean coast at a distance of 66 
km from the capital, Tunis. 



 
Around 25 people, mostly women, are waiting for us at the House of 
Culture (now run by the committee to safeguard the revolution) to 
exchange experiences and ideas with us. 
 
The Bizerte committee is of an open, assembly-based nature. Between 500 
and 1,000 people attend the meetings, where decisions are made. The 
committee is then responsible for implementing these decisions. People 
attend as individuals, not as representatives of parties and trade unions. 
The main force is the Union of Unemployed Graduates who have organized 
more than 10 branches in the province, in addition to the one in Bizerte. 
Lawyers, teachers, trade unionists and young people all participate in the 
provisional running of the city. The assembly has elected 25 people to the 
City Council, which was submitted to the governor of the province. 
 
It seeks to foster participation and direct democracy. Each person has the 
right to vote at the assembly and everything is done to make sure the 
interests of all rather than party interests are catered for. It also seeks to 
encourage people to be active in everyday tasks. It is clearly run as an 
example of an attempt at counterpower and social self-management. 
 
A difficult task ahead 
We discuss the lack of experience in taking on so many responsibilities and 
the need for training and cooperation. On the one hand, it seeks to 
continue the process of dissolving all of the dictatorship's apparatus of 
repression. We talk about the example of El Kef, a town where the 
committee to safeguard the revolution has produced a dossier containing 
the photos of all the corrupt individuals and those who were involved in 
repression. But also about the biased judiciary and government who have 
freed the police officers and corrupt individuals who were brought to 
justice by the people. 
 
On the other hand, we also discuss the process of building a new society 
that will carry on a consistent struggle against unemployment, defend 
human rights, establish new economic and political criteria that can 
enhance strong cooperation between the workers and the people as a 
whole. 
 
Factory closures 
More than 4,500 metal workers from Menzel Bourguiba, in the governorate 
of Bizerte, are on strike against the threat of a lockout. The bosses have 
responded to the creation of a union in the factories and the state of 
mobilization and worker participation with layoffs and relocations. 
Shipyards have been the traditional industry in the area. Employers are 
now seeing their profits threatened and are trying to move to other 
countries or else waiting for better times, for the revolutionary tide to 
subside. 
 
Mutual aid - a necessity 
The Bizerte comrades tell us: "There has been an insurrection in Tunisia, 
now we need a revolution". And for that, they need help: publicity, 
information, training, support of all kinds. 
 
Our discussions brought up the idea of twinning the committee to 
safeguard the revolution with European bodies (federations, trade unions, 
associations, etc.) with a commitment to maintain an ongoing relationship 
where information on the activities and needs of the committee can be 
exchanged, together with practical mutual aid. 
 
After the talks, we visited the former premises of the political police that 



were burned down by the people. This was a tangible expression of the 
people's strength against the dictatorship. But now there remains the 
hardest task of all: that of making sure that change does not remain a 
purely formal affair, a new coat of paint on the old house. Change must 
mean a real, profound transformation of this society. 
 
Our commitment and our support is needed. How? By following with 
interest the current situation of what is happening in Tunisia, by taking 
part in the campaign to cancel Tunisia's foreign debt, by twinning with the 
committees to safeguard the revolution, through solidarity and support for 
the struggles of the workers, the unemployed and the Tunisian people. But 
also, through our struggles at home, fighting our own governments and 
multinationals, the accomplices of Ben Ali who still keep to their neo-
colonial view of the countries of North Africa, the back yard of the 
European Union. 
libcom.org 
Solidarity and mutual aid with the people of Tunisia. 
 
Mouatamid 
North Africa Working Group of the CGT International Secretariat 
First published in Spanish on 19 April 2011  
English translation by FdCA-International Relations Office  

 

Fisherman to defy ban 

 
 

 
 

20 April 2011 
 
The KwaZulu-Natal Subsistence Fisher's Forum has called on fishermen to  
defy the eThekwini Municipality ban on fishing in the Durban Harbour. 
 
"We need to unite and our defiance campaign can only be successful if we  
all come together," said forum spokesman, Desmond D'sa. 
 
There has been an outcry from subsistence fishermen in Durban who have  
been banned from fishing in the harbour. 
 
D'sa said the defiance campaign was aimed at forcing the authorities to  
open all areas within the Durban beachfront for fishing. 
 
"We cannot sit back and expect that government will change. The  
fishermen must continue to apply pressure on the authorities," he said. 
 
The forum also wanted all the traditional fishing grounds in the Durban  
Harbour to be reopened. 
 
He said fishermen would defy the ban by fishing at the Durban Beachfront  
on Wednesday afternoon. 

 
 
 
Anger at Sutcliffe attack on Vetch's Beach campaign 
13 April 2011 
 
Those opposed to the development at Vetch's Beach in Durban have 
reacted  
strongly to accusations made by city manager Mike Sutcliffe in media  



reports today. 
 
Sutcliffe was quoted this morning in the Daily News's sister newspaper,  
The Mercury, as saying that newspapers had "continually promoted one  
person and interest group over the democratically elected council views  
on the matter". 
 
He had been approached for comment after a council meeting yesterday  
where Sutcliffe had said that he would like the lease proposal to the  
Department of Transport for the seabed at Vetch's Pier passed urgently  
so that the building of a small-craft harbour and a hotel could go ahead. 
 
Sutcliffe said today that the purpose of tomorrow's council meeting was  
to decide if he, as city manager, had the authority to sign the lease  
agreements. 
 
He had told council the area would be leased to the municipality for R1  
000 a year for two centuries. 
 
As chairman of the Save Vetch's Association, Johnny Vassilaros has been  
the most prominent spokesman of the campaign. He said Sutcliffe was  
wrong by saying the cause had been about just one group of people. 
 
"The Save Vetch's Association itself is made up of the Wildlife Society  
of South Africa and various boating and paddle clubs, which in turn  
represent thousands who use the beach," he said. 
 
"During the entire EIA process, there had not been one organisation,  
other than the developers themselves, that supported the small craft  
harbour. Furthermore, the developers' own Social Impact Assessment, done 
by Professor Di Scott of the University of KwaZulu-Natal, told them in  
no uncertain terms that the people of Durban did not want the small  
craft harbour. 
 
"So it is quite misleading for Sutcliffe to be claiming he is acting in  
the interests of the public and hiding under the cloak of democracy when  
he was never elected by anybody, instead being a political appointment. 
 
"I suggest Sutcliffe looks at the make-up of the Save Vetch's  
Association to realise that he is not dealing with one man, as he  
claims. The SVA enjoys the support of thousands of his subjects who are  
continually financing the association and do not want to see their beach  
buried under a carpet of concrete for the benefit of an elite few." 
 
Sutcliffe hit back, claiming that the area around the Durban Paddle Ski  
Club, represented by Vassilaros, limited who could use the beach: 
 
"Even the mayor of eThekwini who is the democratically representative of  
the people, is not allowed to set foot on that beach. 
 
"That was why the municipality wanted to make sure the development 
went  
ahead, so that people could all have access," he said. 
 
However, regular beach users have long used the open gateway at the club 
as a means to access the beach. The club is the only one there which has  
such access. 
 
Caucus leader of the DA, Tex Collins, said Sutcliffe expected the  
council to come to a decision by tomorrow, the last meeting for the term. 



 
"This would cause a huge problem and any decision we take would be out  
of order considering that the judicial review is still under way." 
 
He further lambasted the municipality for starting the public  
participation process by placing an advert in a newspaper yesterday,  
without having even notified the city's legal team. "I view the move as  
deliberately clandestine," he said. 
 
Vassilaros said that after eight years of not being able to get control  
over the sea bed, only now were they trying to sneak an application to  
lease the land on which to construct the small craft harbour. 
 
Sutcliffe dismissed claims that the municipal legal team was unaware of  
the issue. 
 
"It wasn't our legal team that drafted the lease agreement, but the  
National Ministry of Transport. We do have a separate legal team that  
deals with DPDC matters. Those who have put forward these allegations  
are just trying to create divisions," he said. 

 

Honduran Teachers get Shock Treatment 
Jesse Freeston (The Real News Network)19 April 2011 
 
A report from various communities in Honduras where the regime imposed by a 2009 military coup 
has opened up an all-out attack on the country's teachers. Honduras' teachers are, in the eyes of 
many, the most organized sector of the anti-coup resistance movement. Over recent months they 
have had their pensions stolen, their wages cut, their labor rights suspended, and a new education 
law passed which they believe is the beginning of the privatization process. In response, the 
teachers and the National People's Resistance Front have occupied institutions, roads and highways 
across the country, to which the regime has responded with brute force. 
 
JESSE FREESTON: Over recent weeks, the regime put in place by a 2009 military coup has begun 
the process of destroying the Honduran teachers movement, a campaign that has turned Honduras's 
cities into battlegrounds. Opponents are calling it an example of what author Naomi Klein famously 
labeled The Shock Doctine. 
 
NAOMI KLEIN: The exploitation of crisis and shock has very consciously been used by radical free-
marketeers. And, you know, I start the book quoting Milton Friedman, something he wrote in 1982: 
only a crisis, real or perceived, produces real change. And he was admitting that his ideas, his 
vision of a radical, privatized world, couldn't be imposed in the absence of a crisis. 
 
FREESTON: Honduran sociologist David Vivar explains how it's being applied in Honduras. 
 
VIVAR: The teachers in Honduras are one of the only--or of the few sectors that have achieved a 
decent living. By this I mean they have decent housing, they have--well, they can send their kids to 
college, they have healthy food, etc. Since the coup, that livelihood has been, well, heavily 
attacked. A hundred million dollars was robbed from their pension fund and hasn't been returned. 
Last September, Pepe Lobo went to New Orleans in order to study the charter school system 
design, and he brought it back to Honduras, and that's what he's giving us now. 
 
FREESTON: The transformation of New Orleans' public school system is one example employed by 
Naomi Klein in The Shock Doctine. 



 
KLEIN: And one of the people who saw opportunity in the floodwaters of New Orleans was Milton 
Friedman. He said New Orleans schools are in ruins; the teachers, families, parents, are scattered 
throughout the country. This is a tragedy, he wrote; it is also an opportunity. Then he proceeded to 
explain that this was the moment to transform New Orleans' education system into a charter school 
system, which means public money going to private schools, many of them run for profit. They 
busted the teachers union completely. They fired 4,700 teachers--they don't have a contract 
anymore. This was the opportunity. 
 
FREESTON: During our September visit to New Orleans, Pepe Lobo's assistant, Mayra Pineda, was 
quoted by the student newspaper The Tulane Hullabulloo as saying, quote, "We've had a huge 
problem with teachers unions. . . . Charter schools are certainly one option to try to solve the 
union situation." Just two weeks after meeting with New Orleans authorities, Lobo signed an 
agreement with the International Monetary Fund. In exchange for a $200 million loan, he promised 
to cut the country's education budget. A little over three weeks after that, the regime cut the 
teachers' salaries, while announcing increases for the budgets of both the military and the police. 
One month later, an IMF evaluation declared things were, quote, "broadly in line with 
expectations". 
 
DAVID VIVAR: When you see these institutions talk about development and targeting the only 
working class that ever truly developed, in December 28, during the teacher vacations, Lobo 
suspended the Estatuto del Docente, which is the teachers' bills of right, which allows them to 
strike. 
 
FREESTON: Then, in March, the regime passed a law moving control of the education system to the 
municipalities, and the teachers went on strike again. Lobo declared the strike illegal. Many 
teachers took to the streets anyways, occupying institutions, roads, and highways throughout the 
country. Freddy Zavala is one of the teachers who organized a highway blockade outside the town 
of Jutiapa on Honduras's north coast. He put the regime's attack on the teachers in the context of 
the broader repression since the 2009 coup. 
 
ZAVALA (SUBTITLED TRANSL.): This is the continuation of the coup. We see here a disrespect for 
human rights. Every day, we see deaths, youths murdered, teachers beaten and shot. As teachers, 
we can't put up with this any longer. 
 
FREESTON: In the capital of Tegucigalpa, the teachers occupied the national institute in charge of 
their pension fund, in order to demand their $100 million be returned. Jaime Gonzalez is the 
president of one of the teachers unions that lead the occupation. 
 
JAIME GONZALEZ (SUBTITLED TRANSL.): The public education system has completely collapsed, 
abandoned because the people in power are redirecting all the resources to the security forces, the 
police, on top of an incredible level of corruption.  
 
FREESTON: The regime has been running television ads saying that the law isn't about privatization 
but about involving all sectors in the management of education. 
 
CLIP, TV AD VOICEOVER (SUBTITLED TRANSL.): We all win with the Strengthening of Public 
Education and Citizen Participation Act--parents, teachers, schools, and above all, the kids. 
 
CLIP, TV AD, UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER (SUBTITLED TRANSL.): This final document maintains the 
original spirit of not privatizing or municipalizing public education. 
 



FREESTON: Beatriz Valle, former ambassador to Canada under the overthrown Zelaya regime, 
believes that they are destined towards privatization. 
 
BEATRIZ VALLE (SUBTITLED TRANSL.): Could the education system be improved? Of course it 
could. But this law doesn't have a single article that talks about improving education. Let's not fool 
anybody here. They want to provoke a crisis, and when the system falls apart, the private 
companies will naturally appear to fill the need that will be created in the society because parents 
want their kids to be educated. But most Hondurans won't pay, because they don't have the money. 
 
FREESTON: Valle also stressed the significance of the stealing of the teachers' pensions. 
 
VALLE: Stealing someone's retirement is a very serious attack on their humanity, a violation of a 
basic human right in any society. I don't see why they can't go out in the streets and protest. Their 
money is stolen. And then they can't protest, because they're called criminals. They're repressed 
and killed. 
 
FREESTON: Police and military were employed to remove the teachers from the pension institute 
by force. School principal Ilse Velasquez was killed during the attack. This security video shows her 
being run over by a TV truck in the chaos. Her daughters, also teachers, say she was hit in the head 
with a tear gas canister before falling under the truck. 
 
DAUGHTER OF ILSE VELASQUEZ (SUBTITLED TRANSL.): We're convinced that my mom died as a 
result of the brutal repression that happened that day against teachers that are merely demanding 
that their historic gains be respected that have cost us blood, sweat, and tears in the street, 
because nothing the teachers have was ever given to them by the government. 
 
FREESTON: Regime leader Pepe Lobo declared that her death was an accident. Ilse's sister Zenaida 
couldn't disagree more. 
 
ZENAIDA VELASQUEZ: We come from a family of seven children. We love each other. If you touch 
me, you touched all of them. So I'm very hurt. My heart is broken. And--but that gives me the 
strength to fight back, especially when the government has started a campaign which is a campaign 
of impunity, trying to wash their hands, saying that my sister's death, it was an accident. She was 
hit by a gas bomb. It was heavily gassed. 
 
FREESTON: Ilse was killed in front of the very building that denied her her pension just days 
earlier. 
 
Z. VELASQUEZ: She wanted to retire. She was told she needed to be on a waiting list because 
there's no money to pay her salary, her retiree salary. 
 
FREESTON: Ilse is not the first sibling that Zenaida has lost in Honduras's social struggle. Her 
brother, student leader Manfredo Velasquez, was one of the more than 200 people disappeared by 
the US-backed Honduran regime in the 1980s. 
 
Z. VELASQUEZ: Manfredo was kidnapped, tortured, and disappeared. This year is going to be his 
30th anniversary of his disappearance. And we never found his remains. That is like having an open 
wound. And we haven't healed that wound, when all of a sudden we have the wound widely opened 
again with what happened to my sister, Ilse /"van.ja/. 
 
FREESTON: Eight years after Manfredo's disappearance, the Inter-American Court on Human Rights 
found the state of Honduras responsible for the murder. It was the first time ever that a state was 



found responsible for such a crime. While it never led to a single conviction inside Honduras, it 
helped expose the regime's treatment of political opponents. 
 
FREESTON: At least up until the coup d'etat, there was a large improvement in the experience of 
social movements from 1981 to 2009. 
 
Z. VELASQUEZ: Yes. 
 
FREESTON: Is that all gone? 
 
Z. VELASQUEZ: It's gone. It's incredible how [far] back we have gone with this regime after the 
coup d'etat. And it is also incredible to see the reaction of the population. 
 
DAUGHTER OF ILSE VELASQUEZ (SUBTITLED TRANSL.): The regime knows that the teachers are 
the backbone of the resistance. Since the day of the coup, we haven't accepted the new reality. 
And all the persecution we're receiving from the regime is payback for not having supported the 
coup d'etat, for example, the case of Manuel Flores, which was so incredibly clear. They went into 
his school and killed him.  
 
FREESTON: There have been no charges filed in the case of Jose Manuel Flores or any of the ten 
teacher leaders assassinated since the coup. 
 
DAUGHTER OF ILSE VELASQUEZ: The killing of teachers is a message that if we continue bothering 
the regime, they will continue with other teachers. 
 
VIVAR: Our shock was the coup. Ever since that happened, everyone that's politically active with 
the resistance movement has been repressed in every sense, not only beating and by the gas, but 
by--well, their lives have been threatened. These conditions are allowing the government to pass 
these unpopular laws. 
 
FREESTON: Other groups have joined with the teachers in protesting the regime's plans--a sign of 
the unity in the national resistance movement: high school students organizing walkouts, and 
motorcyclists who temporarily occupy key intersections; youths, unionists, street vendors, and 
others who maintain roadblocks; and taxi drivers who organized a park-in that paralyzed the 
downtown cores of Honduras's two largest cities, Tegucigalpa and San Pedro Sula, including support 
for the teachers in their campaign for subsidies against high gas prices. The country's university 
students have occupied a series of campuses, including Tegucigalpa's National Autonomous 
University. It is against Honduran law for police or military to enter university campuses, a law put 
in place after the governments of the 1980s disappeared student leaders and teachers. Today, the 
police are disregarding that law. They launch tear gas and rocks at students while armored trucks 
spray them with a mixture of water and chemical irritants. Last Wednesday, after roughly three 
hours of battle at the university's two main entrances, about 50 police entered the university 
through the back, only to be pushed out again by hundreds of rock-throwing students. Daniel Moya 
is a leader of the student group FRU. He says that the government's plan to pass its responsibility 
for education on to the municipalities has been seen before. 
 
DANIEL MOYA (SUBTITLED TRANSL.): In Honduras, municipalization means privatization. They've 
already done it before. In San Pedro Sula, the water service was handled by a state company, the 
National Autonomous Water and Sewage Service, which as a state company didn't focus on making a 
profit, but did ensure drinking water for the majority of the people, which in our eyes is an 
essential human right. So what happens? They move the water service from SANAA to the 
municipality--they municipalized it. The first thing the mayor says is "I can't handle this," and he 



creates a company called San Pedro Water with private capital. And today not everybody has 
access to drinkable water, because this company is obviously trying to make a profit. And if it's not 
profitable to provide water to Neighborhood X, then it doesn't matter if they die of thirst or not; 
the water's not coming. 
 
FREESTON: The regime has also stepped up attacks on journalists receptive to the cause of the 
teachers. Cholusat Sur is one of the two major TV stations sympathetic to the resistance 
movement. They have been threatened or shut down on numerous occasions since the coup. While 
covering the teacher's strike, Cholusat reporter Lidieth Diaz was surrounded by police. When they 
pulled on her microphone, she told them to leave her alone. They then set off a tear gas canister at 
her feet. Two days later, Cholusat cameraman Salvador Sandoval was shot directly in the face with 
a tear gas canister while filming the repression of the teachers. 
 
SALVADOR SANDOVAL (SUBTITLED TRANSL.): I turned around, and the cop aimed at me from close 
range and fired, and the gas canister hit me in the nose, fracturing my septum. 
 
FREESTON: Sandoval required emergency surgery. 
 
SANDOVAL: The police have all the press identified as either "resistance" or "not resistance", and it 
shouldn't be that way. They're supposed to defend the security of everyone equally. The press has 
its hands tied. We're repressed. 
 
FREESTON: Sub-Commissioner for the National Police Wilmer Suazo explained why the police 
attack the protests. 
 
WILMER SUAZO (SUBTITLED TRANSL.): We're protecting the safety of the pedestrians and drivers 
and the safety of the police and armed forces who are trying to clear the road. 
 
VIVAR: The regime has tried to convince the people that the teachers are thugs and, well, criminal. 
Once you accept the unions are the enemy, you're willing to accept that their organizations can be 
destroyed. 
 
FREESTON: In August, just before Lobo left for New Orleans, an undercover agent of his 
Presidential Guard was discovered infiltrating one of the teachers assemblies. 
 
CLIP FROM DICK y MIRIAM (SUBTITLED TRANSL.): You work with the Presidential Guard. I've seen 
you there! 
 
UNIDENTIFIED: How many more of you guys are here? 
 
AGENT: We--. 
 
UNIDENTIFIED: How many? 
 
AGENT: Two. 
 
CROWD: Murderers! Murderers! 
 
FREESTON: As far as Honduras's courts go, since Lobo took power all the judges that opposed the 
coup have been summarily fired. What's left of the courts recently imprisoned 18 teachers on 
charges of sedition for participating in the strike. When they were denied bail, no statement was 
made as to why. Benedicto Santos, one of the lawyers for the accused, pointed out that teachers 



are in jail while those who carried out a military coup remain free. 
 
BENEDICTO SANTOS (SUBTITLED TRANSLATION): It's embarrassing that while the criminals walk 
the streets doing what they please, teachers, organized groups demanding their rights, are sent to 
jail. 
 
FREESTON: After three weeks of repression in the streets, Lobo threatened: any teacher that didn't 
return to classes would be fired. The threat worked, and most of the teachers voted to end the 
strike. 
 
VIVAR: Okay. This is El Heraldo's declaration of victory. It basically says that the teachers' leaders 
are divided and they end the strike. El Heraldo is published by the cousin of the foreign minister, 
Mario Canahuati. 
 
FREESTON: Despite the teachers bringing an end to their strike, the regime went ahead and 
suspended 305 teachers for participating in it and threatened to fire thousands if necessary. To 
recap, the teachers have had their salaries slashed, their pensions stolen, their labor rights 
suspended, their voice taken out of decision-making in education, and their schools put on the path 
to privatization. When they or anyone else tries to protest, they face their meetings infiltrated by 
military, possibly being fired, likely being gassed and beaten, possibly being jailed with sedition 
charges, and possibly being killed. 
 
Z. VELASQUEZ: The destruction of the teachers movement is not only a simple destruction; it's a 
humiliating destruction. They are humiliating the teachers. 
 
DAUGHTER OF ILSE VELASQUEZ: My mom wanted a new constitution. She even collected 
signatures for the constitutional assembly project. But now she's dead and won't be here to see the 
project she was convinced will happen. Sooner or later, social progress has to happen, one way or 
another. You can't stop these things. 
 
FREESTON: As this video goes live, the resistance is shutting down the country once again, in 
solidarity with the teachers. From Honduras, for The Real News Network, I'm Jesse Freeston. 
therealnews.com 

 

Drug-resistant bacteria contaminates 25% of US meat 

 
 

 
 

Mail & Guardian 16 April 2011 
 
A sampling of grocery store meat in five US cities has shown a type of 
drug-resistant bacteria is contained in about one quarter of beef, chicken, 
pork and turkey for sale, a study said on Friday.  
 
Staphylococcus aureus, a bacteria that can cause skin infections, 
pneumonia, sepsis or endocarditis in people with weak hearts, was found 
in 47% of samples, said the study in the journal Clinical Infectious Diseases. 
 
The study drew fire from the meat industry, which pointed to the "small 
sample" taken and said its findings were misleading. 
 
More than half -- 52% -- of the infected samples contained a tough strain of 
S. aureus that was resistant to at least three types of antibiotics. 
 



Most of the time, the bacteria would be killed off during cooking, but risks 
of contamination can come from handling raw meat in the kitchen and 
touching other utensils, or from eating meat that is not fully cooked. 
 
"For the first time, we know how much of our meat and poultry is 
contaminated with antibiotic-resistant Staph, and it is substantial," said 
Lance Price of the Translational Genomics Research Institute in Phoenix, 
Arizona, and senior author of the study. 
 
"The fact that drug-resistant S. aureus was so prevalent, and likely came 
from the food animals themselves, is troubling, and demands attention to 
how antibiotics are used in food-animal production today." 
 
S. aureus is not among the four bacteria routinely tested in meat by the US 
government: Salmonella, Campylobacter, E. coli, and Enterococcus. 
 
More than two million people in the United States are infected with these 
bacteria annually, and hundreds die. The young and the elderly, and 
people with weakened immune systems are most at risk. 
 
 
CONTINUES BELOW  
 
 
 
Industrial farms 
The 136 samples that were tested included 80 brands of meat and were 
taken from 26 retail grocery stores in five cities: Los Angeles; Chicago; 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida; Flagstaff, Arizona; and the US capital, 
Washington. 
 
The report said the bacteria was found inside the meat and therefore was 
not likely to have come from handling. 
 
Instead the likely culprit was "densely stocked industrial farms, where food 
animals are steadily fed low doses of antibiotics... ideal breeding grounds 
for drug-resistant bacteria that move from animals to humans," the study 
said. 
 
"Antibiotics are the most important drugs that we have to treat Staph 
infections; but when Staph are resistant to three, four, five or even nine 
different antibiotics -- like we saw in this study -- that leaves physicians 
few options," Price said. 
 
The study did not assess the risk to the population posed by the resistant 
staph strain. 
 
"Now we need to determine what this means in terms of risk to the 
consumer," said co-author Paul Keim, director of the Centre for Microbial 
Genetics and Genomics at Northern Arizona University. 
 
The biggest meat and poultry trade association in the US, the American 
Meat Institute, said the study "misleads consumers about US meat and 
poultry, which is among the safest in the world". 
 
"Despite the claims of this small study, consumers can feel confident that 
meat and poultry is safe," said AMI Foundation president James Hodges in a 
statement. 
 
The AMI statement added: "These bacteria are destroyed through normal 



cooking procedures, which may account for the small percentage of 
foodborne illnesses linked to these bacteria." - AFP  
mg.co.za 

 

Farmers say 'no fracking way' to Shell 

 
 

 
 

Mail & Guardian 15 April 2011 
 
Shell's plans to drill wells for natural gas across a large swathe of the Karoo 
are fatally flawed and should be rejected, according to lawyers 
representing local landowners.  
 
Derek Light Attorneys criticised Shell's environmental management plan 
submitted to the Petroleum Agency of South Africa (Pasa) this week, 
describing it as "a worthless paper exercise" that was misleading, biased, 
unprocedural and unconstitutional. 
 
The attorneys also represent AgriSA and business tycoon Johann Rupert, 
who owns a farm in the Karoo. The area is the world's largest mohair 
producer and has wool, red meat and ecotourism sectors. 
 
Shell Exploration, a subsidiary of Royal Dutch Shell, this week submitted 
plans to Pasa for wells to be drilled at various sites in the Karoo Basin using 
controversial hydraulic fracturing, colloquially known as "fracking". 
 
"The general perception is put across in the draft environmental 
management plan that Shell maintains some lofty internationally accepted 
environmental standard that must surely be good enough for the South 
African context," said the lawyers' critique. "The strategy that Shell 
knowingly followed by submitting this fatally flawed plan is in fact an 
attempt to bypass legislation that is in place to protect the people of 
South Africa." 
 
Shell's plan has set the stage for a possible legal battle over its ambitions 
to drill for natural gas in shale formations that cover about 90% of South 
Africa. The country has the world's fifth-largest shale gas reserves and oil 
giant Shell, which reported profits of $18,6-billion last year, is one of 
several companies preparing extraction applications. 
 
Well sites inadequate 
Fritz Bekker, an environmental practitioner asked by the attorneys to 
review Shell's plan, said the impact of fracking could include chemical 
contamination, gas flaring, explosions and water reduction in an already 
water stressed environment. 
 
Most of the proposed fracking activities were listed and needed 
environmental authorisation and impact assessments, but Shell's 
consultants, Golder Associates, had attempted to bypass these 
requirements. 
 
"All risks to the environment and the people of the Karoo must first be 
investigated in detailed site specific specialist investigations before 
applications for unfamiliar and invasive exploration technologies should be 
considered," Bekker said. 
 
Shell's plan suggested that eight wells would be drilled in each of the three 
areas it had mapped out for fracking, but no assurance was given that 



drilling would be confined to this. "It must therefore be assumed that Shell 
will drill as many wells as it may require …  
 
"We are of the view that the size of well sites has been understated and 
that the proposed one hectare exploration well sites provided for [in the 
plan] will be inadequate," the review said. 
 
'Speculative' plans 
Bekker said the 50-odd scientists who worked on the review estimated that 
each well site would have to include storage bunkers for explosives and 
hazardous chemicals, drilling tailings and rigs, gas burners, roads and 
accommodation facilities. 
 
Shell's application did not include a plan to manage or rehabilitate these 
and other environmental impacts of fracking, in contravention of the 
relevant legislation, he said. 
 
The review also criticised the public participation process involved in 
Shell's application. Given the unregulated and invasive nature of fracking, 
landowners should have been notified in writing and given the opportunity 
to make meaningful input, it said. 
 
Instead, a limited number of landowners were invited to several public 
meetings hosted by Shell and were given less than a month to comment on 
"speculative" plans posted on Golder's website. 
 
"As a consequence hundreds of landowners, perhaps thousands of 
interested persons, are still unaware of the process and the landowners 
have been prevented from participating meaningfully in the consultation 
process." 
 
'No adverse impacts' 
Bekker told the Mail & Guardian that a fatal flaw in Shell's application was 
the assertion by Golder that fracking would cause "no adverse impacts". 
 
"The National Environmental Management Act specifies that environmental 
consultants must not be biased.  
 
"Golder Associates played along with Shell's strategy by conjuring a far-
reaching blanket finding that no adverse impact will occur as a result of 
Shell's activities on any environmental aspects, socio-economic conditions 
or cultural heritage resources in the Karoo. 
 
"They have risked tarnishing their professional integrity by presenting this 
biased document as an environmental management plan and could be 
charged under the Act." 
 
Detailed questions about the review, sent by the M&G to both Shell and 
Golder, were not answered. Pasa and the department of mineral resources 
have 120 days to decide on Shell's application. 
 
Life's not a gas when you live near the wells 
The mayor of Dish in Texas, Calvin Tillman, decided to leave town when 
his sons repeatedly woke up at night with mysterious nosebleeds. 
 
Tillman told the Huffington Post recently he had spent his time in office 
fighting to regulate natural gas companies that have drilled 60 fracking 
wells into shale. But when his five-year-old son awoke with a severe 
nosebleed in the middle of a night filled with strong odours from the wells, 
he had no choice but to leave. 



 
"He had blood all over his hands, blood on the walls, our house looked 
somewhat like a murder scene," he said. 
 
Nosebleeds reported by many residents living near the thousands of wells 
dotted around the American landscape are just one reason why fracking is 
under intense government scrutiny in the United States. 
 
A moratorium on the gas-extraction technique has been imposed by at 
least 160 communities in the US, as well as in the United Kingdom, France, 
Germany and Canada's Quebec province. 
 
In February, the New York Times published government documents that 
showed unacceptably high levels of radiation in drinking water near some 
wells. The documents revealed that waste water from some wells was 
being hauled to sewage plants not designed to treat it and then discharged 
into rivers that supply drinking water. 
 
Gasland, a documentary by Josh Fox exposing the dangers of fracking, 
which has been shown at various locations in South Africa, was a runner-up 
in the "best documentary" category at this year's Oscars. 
 
And in a special report on "The great shale gas rush", National Geographic 
reported late last year that fracking wells had destroyed the Pennsylvanian 
idyll of a young couple, Chris and Stephanie Hallowich. After settling on 10 
acres of long-fallow farmland, the couple found themselves surrounded by 
an industrial panorama that included four wells, a gas processing plant, a 
compressor station, buried pipelines, a three-acre plastic-lined holding 
pond, and a road with truck traffic. 
 
"It's ruined our lives. That's what it comes down to," said Chris Hallowich. 
"It's ruined our plans that we had for the kids. It's ruined what we thought 
was our perfect 10 acres." 
 
What is fracking? 
Hydraulic fracturing, or fracking, involves injecting huge amounts of 
water, mixed with sand and chemicals, at high pressure to break up rock 
formations and release natural gas. 
 
A fracking well can produce millions of litres of waste water, which is 
often laced with highly corrosive salts, carcinogens such as benzene and 
radioactive elements including radium, all of which can occur naturally 
underground. Other carcinogenic [cancer causing] materials can be added 
to the waste water by the chemicals used in the fracking process. 
 
Shell's environmental management plan said it would use "green" chemical 
additives in the Karoo. The critical review responded that this "is 
misleading as it is unknown what the chemical composition of the 
fracturing fluids will be". 
 
"Many of these chemicals are carcinogenic, hormone disruptors, mutagens 
[gene disruptors] or simply toxic to various organs or to the ecology. 
Others are secret or proprietary mixtures," said environmental researcher 
Glenn Ashton. 
 
In the United States, the Environmental Protection Agency has documented 
diesel and radioactive material in fracking waste water. It said that it 
could not be made safe. According to a recent report in the New York 
Times radioactivity in the waste water in Pennsylvania, which has roughly 
71 000 active gas wells, is sometimes hundreds or even thousands of times 



the maximum federal limit.  
mg.co.za 

 

Vetch’s plan urgent, exco told 

 
 

 
 

Tony Carnie (The Mercury) 13 April 2011 
 
The eThekwini municipality and private developers were hoping to rent  
one of Durban’s prime beachfront sites, Vetch’s Pier, from the  
government for R1 000 a year for the next two centuries. 
 
City manager Michael Sutcliffe also made it clear that he wanted the  
proposed lease approved “as a matter of urgency” under a law dating back 
to 1935, rather than the newer and more stringent coastal development  
law which came into effect in 2009. 
 
The lease proposal, which was presented to the eThekwini executive  
committee yesterday, was expected to trigger a further storm of protest  
from opponents who said the development would degrade one of city’s 
most  
popular watersports beaches, enrich developers and restrict access to  
the sea to wealthy club members. 
 
However, the city and a group of foreign and local investors, who own a  
joint 50/50 share in the Durban Point Development Company, insisted that  
approval of the lease would help rejuvenate the city, attract up to R4  
billion in private investment into the degraded Point precinct and  
generate up to 27 000 long-term jobs. 
 
Construction of a hotel, shopping centre and luxury yachting marina is  
on hold pending a series of high court cases to resolve land ownership  
issues and legality of an environmental record of decision granted two  
years ago. 
 
Sutcliffe presented a copy of a letter he wrote to national Transport  
Minister S’bu Ndebele last year, urging him to approve the lease of a  
section of the sea bed and seashore in terms of the Sea Shore Act of  
1935. This land could then be sub-let to the development company. 
 
“Due to the time constraints imposed by the Record of Decision, the  
eThekwini municipality believes it is imperative that the matter proceed  
in accordance with the existing law, in other words, in terms of the Sea  
Shore Act,” he said. 
 
Sutcliffe insisted there was “nothing untoward” about using the older  
legislation (which apparently delegates signing powers to the national  
transport minister) rather than the Integrated Coastal Management Act  
(which vests power in the minister of environmental affairs, who holds  
coastal public property in trust on behalf of all citizens and severely  
limits private ownership of land below the high-water mark). 
 
Sutcliffe said a legal opinion prepared by environmental attorney Norman  
Brauteseth found that the minister of transport was empowered to lease  
parts of the sea bed and seashore to the council under the old act. 
 
However, this was in conflict with a separate legal opinion given to the  
Department of Environment Affairs, which suggests that the minister of  



environment has to approve the leasing of coastal land under the new act. 
 
When the proposal came before the committee yesterday, DA councillor 
Tex  
Collins and Minority Front councillor Patrick Pillay queried Sutcliffe’s  
apparent haste. 
 
Collins said several court cases were pending and he understood that the  
new act restricted leases of coastal property to 20 years – whereas the  
city wanted a 99-year lease, with an option to renew for a further 99 
years. 
 
Pillay asked: “What is the rush to have this report passed, rather than  
waiting for the court appeals to be finalised?” 
 
Sutcliffe said the legal challenge against the Vetch’s development did  
not have a direct bearing on the lease proposal and there was “not  
necessarily” conflict between the 1935 act and the 2009 act. 
 
“If there is a court ruling against the development, we would abide by  
the decision. We know that case... and it’s not something I’m overly  
worried about...” 
 
Meanwhile, in response to e-mail queries and a report in yesterday’s  
Mercury, Sutcliffe denied suggestions that he was seeking to “sneak”  
through the Vetch’s lease. 
 
“This matter is on the exco agenda. There is nothing sneaky about that,  
as it is the body I report to... Furthermore I want to take issue with  
the fact that you have continually promoted one person and interest  
group over the democratically elected council’s views on this matter.” 

 

Army cracks down on Swazi activists 

 
 

 
 

Rahima Essop, Andrea van Wyk & Regan Thaw  
12 April 2011 
 
The Swazi army took to the streets of Manzini and was shooting at 
protesters from the air, the Swaziland Solidarity Network (SSN) said on 
Tuesday.  
 
There has been no other verification of the reports of shootings in the city. 
 
Activists have accused Swazi police of using excessive force and 
underhanded tactics to break up demonstrations. 
 
Demonstrators are calling on King Mswati III to step down and want a 
democratically-elected government.  
 
SSN’s Lucky Lukhele said union leaders and members of the student 
movement were rounded up and police were doing all they could to 
restrict movement in the region. 
 
“All transport operators like buses and kombis are being turned away and 
those people are being taken and dumped into bushes,” he said. 
 
Earlier on Tuesday, a number of journalists including Eyewitness News 



reporters Nastasya Tay and Tshepo Lesole, were briefly detained by 
authorities. 
 
COSATU BACKS PROTESTERS 
Meanwhile, the Congress of South African Trade Unions (Cosatu) has joined 
a growing number of calls for the Swazi king to step down.  
 
Members of Cosatu gathered at the Oshoek border post with Swaziland in 
solidarity with protesters. 
 
Cosatu’s Patrick Craven said, “An effective number of Cosatu members 
have been assembling at the Oshoek border post in solidarity with the 
people who are demonstrating in the face of massive repression by the 
police and… the army...”  
 
’SILENCE’ 
Political analyst Sylvester Maphosa said the South African government must 
break its silence regarding the instability in Swaziland. 
 
Maphosa said the lack of official comment on the matter is worrying. 
 
“Is it because of the role that Swazi played during the struggle or is it the 
same problem that we face across Africa where African leadership tends to 
use kids gloves to their counterparts,” he said. 
 
(Edited by Dennis Georgiannis & Lindiwe Mlandu) 
http://www.eyewitnessnews.co.za/articleprog.aspx?id=63732 

 
 
BEATEN, ARRESTED AND DETAINED, BUT NOT OUT!! 
 
This below is a personal account of the treatment I received at the hands 
of police officers today: 
 
1. Two male comrades and I were at the SFTU offices where we were 
sending out information to our international friends on the happenings of 
the protest action billed for today.  
 
2. At roughly around 1230hrs, an army of male police barged into the 
offices and whilst I was in the middle of a telephonic, live interview with 
talk Radio 702 and headed directly to me and began punching and slapping 
me on my face. 
 
3. There was SUDF material in the office and I was questioned about it, to 
which I pleaded ignorance. This did not go down well with them and the 
same police officer (the most heavyset of them all), then came and 
continued assaulting me. 
 
4. This time around, he decided to punch me on the stomach because he 
then became aware of the damage he was doing to my face. Another 
officer then decided to assist him in my assault. 
 
5. I was then bundled into a van with the other two comrades and taken to 
the Manzini Regional headquarters where we were detained for about two 
and a half hours. We were questioned individually. 
 
6. During the whole process, I was being insulted with every vulgar word 
imaginable in the SiSwati language. 
 



7. After the interrogation, I was strictly warned to desist from my activism 
and the Station Commander stated that they would do everything possible 
to find some incriminating evidence so that I can be arrested and 
imprisoned because I was proving to be a very painful thorn in their 
behinds. 
 
8. I was also given a “friendly” warning that my safety cannot be 
guaranteed. 
 
9. I was then released. 
 
This is what I have to say: 
 
I will not be intimidated by these bullish antics of the government. Bashing 
me only strengthens my resolve in the role that I play in the democratic 
movement in Swaziland. 
 
THE GOVERNMENT OF SWAZILAND MUST GO TO HELL AND ON THE WAY 
THERE, THEY MUST KISS MY BEAUTIFUL BEHIND!!!! 
 
AMANDLA!! 
Ms. Mary Pais Da Silva 
mpsdasilva@gmail.com 
(00268) 7603 0076 

 

 

Iceland: “We will not pay for the bankers’ crisis” 

 
 

 
  

Nearly two thirds of Icelanders say ‘No!’ to Icesave deal 
Per-Åke Westerlund (CWI Sweden) 12 April 2011 
 
With 59.8% voting ‘No’ in Saturday’s referendum, Icelanders for the second 
time have declared they will not pay for the banking crisis. The total cost 
of the Icesave deal was €4 billion, equivalent to half of Iceland’s total 
yearly economic activity.  
 
‘Icesave’ was the name used by a large Icelandic bank - Landsbanki – for 
getting money through accounts set up in Britain and the Netherlands in 
which small savers and local governments were promised high returns on 
their savings. When the country’s huge credit bubble burst in the Autumn 
of 2008, the savers’ money disappeared. The governments in London and 
The Hague then guaranteed to make up the money to the lenders but the 
Cameron government still wants the Icelandic government to pay the 
money it has paid out because of the failings of one of its private banks.  
 
There was, and is, a distinct attempt to play off one set of tax-payers 
against another – the Icelanders against the English and Dutch. The 
referendum was about the Icelandic government getting the money out of 
the pockets of the working population to pay for the failings of a private 
profit-making bank. No wonder the decision went against them for a 
second time!  
 
Already a year ago, Icelanders voted ‘No’ to a similar proposal. Then it was 
a massive 93% of voters who voted against. This time round, the interest 
rate proposed for repayments had been lowered from 5.55% to 2.64%. The 
Social Democrats, who lead the minority government in Iceland, were 



behind the agreement as well as the largest opposition party - the 
Independence Party.  
 
The Alltinget (parliament) voted in favour of the agreement by a two-
thirds majority.  
 
But outside the parties, discontent continued to ferment. When the crisis 
originally broke out, the then government fell and major protests took 
place. There were almost permanent protests and a ‘Parliament of the 
Streets’. This time, the president once again felt the pressure from below 
and refused to sign the agreement, forcing a referendum. Two of the 
Green Left ministers quit the government for the same reason.  
 
Four billion euros is half the annual GDP of Iceland and would take 46 
years to pay back with the revised three percent interest rate. Now the 
government says that the Landsbanki bankruptcy agreement can cover 
most of the amount, attempting to say the taxpayers would not carry the 
cost. But if there is any money in Landsbanki it should be used against the 
crisis in Iceland, not to pay for the bank’s speculation.  
 
But it has not convinced the Icelanders. Why should they pay any more for 
the bankers’ crisis? Cuts and unemployment have already taken a heavy 
toll. Iceland’s economy has been two years in recession. The rating 
agency, Moody’s, is about to lower the country’s bonds from "junk" to 
"non-investable". The Swedish-language Islandsbloggen.se writes that 
predictions point to "Yet another budget with cuts and tax increases".  
 
The authority with the responsibility of reviewing the EU’s free trade 
arrangements with Norway and Iceland - The European Free Trade 
Association’s Surveillance Authority - now wants to pull Iceland up before 
the European Free Trade Agreement Court in Luxembourg. The ‘No’ victory 
in the referendum may also lead the IMF to make sharper demands on 
Iceland for continued payments of the loan which was made during the 
crisis of 2008. The Icelandic government is now using capital controls to 
prevent money leaving the country. It could come under pressure from the 
population to refuse to pay any debts.  
 
President Ólafur Ragnar Grimsson said the referendum showed up "a rift 
between the government and the people". But the Social Democratic prime 
minister, Johanna Sigurdardottir, has declared that the government will 
not resign. The Social Democrats also want to continue to press for EU 
membership, although achieving this is even less likely after the 
referendum.  
 
The voting at the week-end underlines the continued dissatisfaction and 
anger in Icelandic society. A number of new parties have been formed in 
recent years, but they have not responded to the needs of the people. In 
the municipal elections in Reykjavik the new ‘Best Party’ had a big 
success, winning the mayor’s position, but almost immediately began new 
cuts, contrary to their voters’ expectations.  
 
Iceland needs a fighting socialist party that can show the way forward - to 
fight against the government, the banks’ owners, and the demands of the 
IMF and EU. The defiant vote in the referendum, in spite of not having 
such a clear alternative, indicates the potential for a fight back by workers 
and young people. It needs to be followed up with mass mobilisations - 
strike action and street protests. But already their example can act as an 
inspiration to workers and youth in Ireland, Greece, Portugal and the rest 
of Europe in the fight against capitalism and the policies of austerity. In 
turn, victory in these countries is vital for success of the battles in Iceland. 



Bankers and bosses cannot be allowed anywhere to make workers and 
ordinary people pay for the crisis of their system.  

••••  Refuse to pay the debts of the banks and the country 

••••  Let the people decide how to run the country and the economy! Full 
state monopoly and control of capital and foreign trade. Nationalise 
the major finance institutions and dominant capitalist concerns under 
democratic workers’ control and management - For a democractically 
planned economy.  

••••  For a mass workers’ party with a democratic socialist programme, 
linking up internationally the struggle against the bankers and 
capitalism 
 
www.socialistworld.net 

 

GMOs Linked to Organ Disruption in 19 Studies 

 
 

 
 

Jeffrey Smith 12 April 2011 
 
A new paper shows that consuming genetically modified (GM) corn or 
soybeans leads to significant organ disruptions in rats and mice, 
particularly in livers and kidneys. By reviewing data from 19 animal 
studies, Professor Gilles-Eric Séralini and others reveal that 9% of the 
measured parameters, including blood and urine biochemistry, organ 
weights, and microscopic analyses (histopathology), were significantly 
disrupted in the GM-fed animals. The kidneys of males fared the worst, 
with 43.5% of all the changes. The liver of females followed, with 30.8%. 
The report, published in Environmental Sciences Europe on March 1, 2011, 
confirms that “several convergent data appear to indicate liver and kidney 
problems as end points of GMO diet effects.” The authors point out that 
livers and kidneys “are the major reactive organs” in cases of chronic food 
toxicity. 
 
“Other organs may be affected too, such as the heart and spleen, or blood 
cells,” stated the paper. In fact some of the animals fed genetically 
modified organisms had altered body weights in at least one gender, which 
is “a very good predictor of side effects in various organs.” 
 
The GM soybean and corn varieties used in the feeding trials “constitute 
83% of the commercialized GMOs” that are currently consumed by billions 
of people. While the findings may have serious ramifications for the human 
population, the authors demonstrate how a multitude of GMO-related 
health problems could easily pass undetected through the superficial and 
largely incompetent safety assessments that are used around the world. 
 
Feed’em longer! 
One of the most glaring faults in the current regulatory regime is the short 
duration of animals feeding studies. The industry limits trials to 90 days at 
most, with some less than a month. Only two studies reviewed in this new 
publication were over 90 days—both were non-industry research. 
 
Short studies could easily miss many serious effects of GMOs. It is well 
established that some pesticides and drugs, for example, can create 
effects that are passed on through generations, only showing up decades 
later. IN the case of the drug DES (diethylstilbestrol), “induced female 



genital cancers among other problems in the second generation.” The 
authors urge regulators to require long-term multi-generational studies, to 
“provide evidence of carcinogenic, developmental, hormonal, neural, and 
reproductive potential dysfunctions, as it does for pesticides or drugs.” 
 
“Pesticide Plants” 
Nearly all GM crops are described as “pesticide plants.” They either 
tolerate doses of weed killer, such as Roundup, or produce an insecticide 
called Bt-toxin. In both cases, the added toxin—weedkiller or bug killer—is 
found inside the corn or soybeans we consume. 
 
When regulators evaluate the toxic effects of pesticides, they typically 
require studies using three types of animals, with at least one feeding trial 
lasting 2 years or more. One third or more of the side effects produced by 
these toxins will show up only in the longer study—not the shorter ones. 
But for no good reason, regulators ignore the lessons learned from 
pesticides and waive the GM crops-containing-pesticides onto the market 
with a single species tested for just 90 days. The authors affirm that “it is 
impossible, within only 13 weeks, to conclude about the kind of pathology 
that could be induced by pesticide GMOs and whether it is a major 
pathology or a minor one. It is therefore necessary to prolong the tests.” 
 
GMO approvals also ignore the new understanding that toxins don’t always 
follow a linear dose-response. Sometimes a smaller amount of toxins have 
greater impact than larger doses. Approvals also overlook the fact that 
mixtures can be far more dangerous than single chemicals acting alone. 
Roundup residues, for example, have been “shown to be toxic for human 
placental, embryonic, and umbilical cord cells,” whereas Roundup’s active 
ingredient glyphosate does not on its own provoke the same degree of 
damage. One reason for this is that the chemicals in Roundup “stabilize 
glyphosate and allow its penetration into cells.” 
 
Furthermore, toxins may generate new substances (metabolites) “either in 
the GM plant or in the animals fed with it.” Current assessments 
completely ignore the potential danger from these new components in our 
diets, such as the “new metabolites” in GMOs engineered to withstand 
Roundup. The authors warn, “We consider this as a major oversight in the 
present regulations.” 
 
It’s not the same stuff that farmers spray 
Regulators claim that the Bt-toxin produced inside GM corn is safe. They 
say that the Bt gene comes from soil bacteria Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt), 
which has been safely applied as a spray-on insecticide by farmers in the 
past. But the authors insist that “the argument about ‘safe use history’ of 
the wild Bt protein . . . cannot, on a sound scientific basis, be used for 
direct authorizations of . . . GM corns,” without conducting proper long-
term animal feeding studies. 
 
In order to justify their claim that the wild Bt-toxin is safe, the authors 
state that it must first be separately tested on animals and humans and 
then authorized individually for food or feed, which it has not. And even if 
the wild variety had been confirmed as safe, the GM versions are so 
different, they must require their own independent studies. The paper 
states: 
 
“The Bt toxins in GMOs are new and modified, truncated, or chimerical in 
order to change their activities/solubility in comparison to wild Bt. For 
instance, there is at least a 40% difference between the toxin in Bt176 
[corn] and its wild counterpart.” 
 



Even though the isolated Bt-toxin from GM corn has not been tested on 
animals, rodent studies on corn containing the toxin do show problems. 
Male rats fed Monsanto’s MON863 corn, for example, had smaller kidneys 
with more focal inflammation and other “disrupted biochemical markers 
typical of kidney filtration or function problems.” 
 
Stop with the dumb excuses 
If statistically significant problems show up in their studies, biotech 
company researchers often attempt to explain away the adverse findings. 
But the authors of this review paper describe their excuses as unscientific, 
obsolete, or unjustified. 
 
When male and female animals have different results, for example, 
biotech advocates claim that this couldn’t possibly be related to the feed. 
Since both genders eat the same amount, they argue, both would have to 
show the same reaction in all of their organs, etc. And if the group of 
animals fed with less of the GMO feed exhibit more severe reactions than 
the group fed the larger amount, advocates claim that this discrepancy 
also means that the GMOs could not be the cause, since there mustalways 
be a linear dose relationship. 
 
The authors of this paper, however, point out that effects found in a GMO 
animal feeding study “cannot be disregarded on the rationale that it is not 
linear to the dose (or dose-related) or not comparable in genders. This 
would not be scientifically acceptable.” In fact, most “pathological and 
endocrine effects in environmental health are not directly proportional to 
the dose, and they have a differential threshold of sensitivity in both 
sexes. This is, for instance, the case with carcinogenesis and endocrine 
disruption.” 
 
What’s the culprit, pesticide or plant? 
The shortcomings of the feeding studies make it impossible to determine 
whether a particular problem is due to the added pesticide, such as 
Roundup residues or Bt-toxin, or due to the genetic changes in the 
modified plants’ DNA. 
 
Mice fed Roundup Ready soybeans, for example, showed numerous changes 
indicating increased metabolic rates in the liver (i.e. irregular hepatocyte 
nuclei, more nuclear pores, numerous small fibrillar centers, and abundant 
dense fibrillar components). Since studies on Roundup herbicide also show 
changes in the liver cells of mice and humans, the Roundup residues within 
the soybeans may be a significant contributing factor to the metabolic 
changes. 
 
Similarly, rats fed Roundup Ready corn showed indications that their 
kidneys leaked. Such an effect “is well correlated with the effects of 
glyphosate-based herbicides (like Roundup) observed on embryonic kidney 
cells.” Thus, the rats’ kidney problems may also be caused by the Roundup 
that is accumulated within Roundup Ready corn kernels. 
 
In addition to the herbicide, the Bt-toxin insecticide produced inside GM 
corn might also cause disorders. The authors state, “The insecticide 
produced by MON810 [corn] could also induce liver reactions, like many 
other pesticides.” Studies do confirm significant liver changes in rats fed 
Bt corn. 
 
On the other hand, “unintended effects of the genetic modification itself 
cannot be excluded” as the possible cause of these very same health 
problems. The process of gene insertion followed by cloning plant cells 
(tissue culture) can cause massive collateral damage in the plant’s DNA 



with potentially harmful side-effects. In MON810 corn, for example, the 
insertion “caused a complex recombination event, leading to the synthesis 
of new RNA products encoding unknown proteins.” The authors warn that 
“genetic modifications can induce global changes” in the DNA, RNA, 
proteins, and the numerous natural products (metabolites), but the faulty 
safety assessments are not designed to adequately identify these changes 
or their health impacts. 
 
Population at risk 
In addition to the shortcomings mentioned above, the paper shows how 
GMO feeding trials are “based on ancient paradigms” with “serious 
conceptual and methodological flaws,” employ statistical methods that 
obscure the findings, add irrelevant control groups that confuse and 
confound the analysis, and rely on numerous assumptions that either 
remain untested or have already proved false. 
 
Unlike drug approvals, biotech companies do not conduct human studies. 
They would therefore fail to identify both general human health reactions, 
and the potentially more serious ones endured by sub-populations. “If 
some consumers suffer from stomach problems or ulcers,” for example, 
the paper states, “the new toxins will possibly act differently; the 
digestion in children could be affected too.” The paper recommends the 
implementation of post market monitoring, which, among other things, 
“should be linked with the possibility of detecting allergenicity reactions 
to GMOs in routine medicine.” 
 
But even if authorities wanted to conduct epidemiological studies on 
GMOs, the authors acknowledge that they “are not feasible in America, 
since there is no organized traceability of GMOs anywhere on the 
continent.” Not only is labeling of GMOs urgently needed to allow such 
studies to proceed, the study says: 
 
“The traceability of products from animals fed on GMOs is also crucial. The 
reason for this is because they can develop chronic diseases which are not 
utterly known today…. Labeling animals fed on GMOs is therefore 
necessary because some pesticide residues linked to GMOs could pass into 
the food chain.” 
 
They also point out that “even if pesticides residues or DNA fragments are 
not toxic nor transmitted by themselves” nevertheless, “nobody would 
want to eat disabled or physiologically modified animals after long-term 
GMOs ingestion.” 
 
“New experiments,” they concluded, “should be systematically performed 
to protect the health of billions of people that could consume directly or 
indirectly these transformed products.” 
www.responsibletechnology.org 
 
In the meantime, for those not willing to wait for the new studies, we 
recommend consulting the Non-GMO Shopping Guide at 
www.NonGMOShoppingGuide.com. 

 

SA Trade Minister Skeptical About Success of Doha Talks 

 
 

 
Jackie Bischof,Of Dow Jones Newswires 11 April 2011 
 
JOHANNESBURG -(Dow Jones)- South Africa's Trade and Industry Minister,  



 Rob Davies, voiced his skepticism on Monday that Doha Development 
Round  
negotiations could be successfully concluded. 
 
Davies was speaking in Pretoria at a discussion on the global trade  
policy environment and regional sub-Saharan trade hosted by the South  
African Institute of International Affairs. 
 
The Doha Development Round, facilitated by the World Trade Organisation 
and now in its tenth year of discussion, is intended to facilitate  
global trade by lowering trade barriers and ensuring participating  
countries subscribe to a number of trade tariffs and proposals.  
Participants have failed to reach a consensus over a number of trade  
issues, including tariff peaks and a suggestion that advanced developing  
economies subscribe to mandatory sectoral commitments. 
 
Comparing the Doha talks to "the Bold and the Beautiful," a long-running  
American soap opera popular in South Africa, Davies said he was unsure  
whether consensus could be reached between developed and developing  
countries in the talks. 
 
"Whether we can salvage it - when or ever, I don't know." Davies said. 
 
"The positions are too far apart, there is not a basis to draw up  
texts," said Davies. Davies described the suggested deadline of 2011 to  
conclude talks as a " high-risk strategy" and one that South Africa was  
unlikely to agree to, despite feeling pressurized to do so. 
 
Failure of the talks to conclude would lead South Africa to ask itself:  
"'What about the Doha Round? Is it dead?'" said Davies. "We have other  
options. It doesn't seem to me impossible that issues of some of the  
less developed countries and weaker developed countries ... can't be  
dealt with in other ways." 
 
Davis said that in many respects, talks had moved from their original  
focus on the growth of developing economies to a focus on the commercial 
opportunities for developed countries. 
 
"I think we've seen in practice, the dominance of interest of developing  
countries at the core of declaration has been inverted." 
 
With the talks stalled, South Africa is turning its attention to  
regional integration with investigations into a trilateral trade  
agreements with member states of three regional bodies in Southern and  
Eastern Africa. It is also focusing on potential trade agreements and a  
consensus on Doha positions with BRIC member states, said Davies. South  
Africa will officially take part in deliberations with the Brazil,  
Russia, China and India strategic partnership in Beijing on April 14. 
 
If the Doha Round talks conclude it may be with agreements forced  
through that will cost developing countries, said Davies. "Either this  
thing doesn't go anywhere, or, if it does, we'll be asked to pay a  
packet more. Those are the only two scenarios."- 

 

Noble Pikitup workers register partial victory. 
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The City of Johannesburg has agreed to launch a combined investigation 
into the following issues at Pikitup. 

•  The awarding of all tenders entered into by the employer from a date 
agreed upon by the task team. 
•  The allegations levelled against the MD and the board. 
 
The task team will meet from Tuesday 12 April 2011, to develop terms of 
reference for the investigation. The task team will comprise of three 
members from the Largest Local Government Union, SAMWU, and three 
from the employer. 
 
The strike still continues as we have not reached a settlement on our other 
demands. We as SAMWU have indicated that we not willing to compromise 
on our three key demands, which are as follows; 

•  An investigation must be commissioned into corruption and irregular 
tenders that were awarded and the Managing Director must me be 
suspended, pending this investigation. Tenders riddled with corruption 
amounting to 100’s of millions of Rands were given out. (City agreed to 
commission investigation) 

•  Money must stop being wasted on contract workers, temporary contracts 
must be changed to permanent employment.  

•  We are also demanding that Management look into wage disparities that 
exist and have existed in the department for many years. 
 
We will be meeting with representatives from the City of Johannesburg 
later this afternoon, to discuss the two other demands we still have and 
the suspension of the Managing Director, pending the outcome of 
investigations. 
 
Workers will ensure that Pikitup works better for us all and that it is free 
from the cancer of corruption. 

Viva SAMWU! 
 
Issued by;Tahir Sema. 
South African Municipal Workers' Union of COSATU. 
National Media and Publicity Officer. 
tahir.sema@samwu.org. 
Office: 011-331 0333. 
Fax: 0866186479. 
Cell: 0829403403 

 

Lesotho signed EPA under duress  

 
 

 
 

Nomthandazo Nkambule 5 April, 2011 
 
SPEAKER in the House of Assembly Prince Guduza says Swaziland and  
Lesotho signed the interim Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) with the 
European Union (EU) under duress. 
 
He said both countries signed the agreement because they had certain  
export quotas to the EU. He noted that the EPA sowed a seed of confusion  



in the Southern Africa Development Community (SADC). 
 
"SADC signed trade protocols for its members, which are binding. The  
parliamentary conference on trade and EPA which was held in Botswana in  
the previous weeks came up with numerous recommendations regarding 
trade  
in the region. One being that governments in the SADC region must  
involve civic society and parliamentarians in EPA negotiations," he said. 
 
The Speaker said the advent of EPAs did not allow membership to more  
than one trade group. He said they realised that within SADC there were  
members of the Southern Africa Customs Union (SACU) as well as the  
Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA). 
 
He said as much as the countries were trying hard to address the EPAs,  
the SADC region was still disintegrated. He noted that Swaziland and  
Lesotho were subject to fail in the implementation of the EPAs as there  
was no way they would transport goods since South Africa did not allow  
such as it was subjected to SACU rules. 
 
The Speaker said the signing of the EPA was no longer in the SADC  
protocol. He said the EPA would be unworkable as it was anti the  
economic regional agenda signed through the SADC trade protocol. 
 
Meanwhile, University of Swaziland Lecturer Dr. Kabura last year said  
countries that wanted to sign the EPAs must deliberately delay them. He  
said the EPA must be rejected as it had few benefits for African countries. 
 
On that note, Minister of Commerce, Industry and Trade Jabulile 
Mashwama  
said signing of the preliminary agreements of the EPA was delayed by  
problems in both the EU and SADC region. However, she said they would  
ultimately be signed. 
 
Technical experts needed for EPA negotiations  
 
IN signing the Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) with the European  
Union (EU), Swaziland needs people conversant with such issues so as to  
make the ideal decisions, it has been observed. 
 
Speaker in the House of Assembly Prince Guduza said during negotiations,  
the EU came with a commission well versed in such issues and had plenty  
of experience. He said there was no technical capacity in the region  
despite that it would be imperative in EPA discussions. 
 
The Speaker recommended that there must be a Southern Africa 
Development  
Community (SADC) Secretariat to converse with the EU Commission on  
behalf of SADC countries when negotiating on the EPAs. 
 
He said there was need for the engagement of the EU so that they would  
look at negotiations in terms of the Southern Africa Customs Union  
(SACU) and the Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA). 
 
The Speaker said there must be SADC, SACU and COMESA representatives 
in  
the negotiations with the EU as opposed to the approach to the SADC bloc  
as it had failed. "Individual countries must stop negotiating alone. All  
SADC countries must speak one language when it comes to EPAs. 
 



"The agreement is now being negotiated with individual member states as  
opposed to the original position of negotiating blocs. This is further  
compounded by the fact that the SADC Secretariat does not have the  
mandate to negotiate on behalf of member states," he said. 
 
During the second regional parliamentary conference on trade and EPAs  
held in Botswana over the past few weeks, it was recommended that there 
should be promotion of research-based and region-wide consensus on a  
SADC position versus the ongoing EPA and other multilateral trade  
negotiations. 
 
The conference also recommended that governments in the different  
countries be urged to make the SADC integration more people centred. 
http://www.observer.org.sz/index.php?news=23243  

 

COSATU to use Information Disclosure Act to release report 

 
 

 
 

Cosatu 5 April 2011 
 
COSATU is to apply under Information Disclosure Act to have Cape Town 
City Council report released, that will collapse DA election strategy  
 
City report reveals DA delivers to all who are wealthy and live in mainly 
white areas, and people now know it. 
 
COSATU is concerned that the City of Cape Town is denying the People of 
Cape Town access to a report done by a public institution using Public 
funds. The attempt to hide this report is because it contradicts the DA’s 
attempt to say that the City delivers for all. The report exposes the fact 
that the DA mainly delivers for the wealthy, South Africa reflected by the 
negative ratings of the people of Khayalitsha and Mitchell’s plain. People 
of Cape Town have seen how the City administration builds a Bicycle route 
for the Millerton elite whilst the people of Mitchells Plain and Khayalitsha 
need it more. People have seen how the city puts in place a special bus 
service for the wealthy to the airport, whilst workers from Khayalitsha and 
Mitchell’s Plain have to brave overcrowded trains every day. 
 
The Report also exposes the attitude of voters to the DA since there 
vicious assault on the working people of Hout Bay.  
 
The DA does deliver for all, but only all who are wealthy and live in the old 
mainly white areas. This report reveals that the lie of the DA has been 
revealed to the people of Cape Town. The City’s own report exposes the 
truth and now the DA and city officials have been trying to hide the report 
from the media.  
 
COSATU demands that the DA release the report by 12 00 Wednesday 6 
April 2011, failing which COSATU will bring an application under the 
disclosure of Information Act.  
 
For questions please call Tony Ehrenreich @ 082 77 33 194  

 

Tunisian Communists oppose Libya intervention 

 



 
 
 

Communist Workers' Party of Tunisia 4 April 2011 
 
The Communist Workers' Party of Tunisia on Libya: "The Tunisian 
revolution has spread to many Arab countries. Egypt's dictator fell, while 
authoritarian regimes in Yemen and Bahrain are fiercely repressing popular 
uprisings, in Bahrain, with the help of Saudi Arabia. Our neighbour, the 
Libyan people, rose up against their tormentors, but events took a bad 
turn with the intervention of the United States and its allies, under the 
pretext of protecting civilians. The US administration has hardly mentioned 
the killing of civilians in Yemen and Bahrain, as it has also never done 
regarding Gaza, Lebanon or Iraq and Afghanistan, countries it occupies. 
And didn’t Sarkozy support the Tunisian dictator until the last moment? 
 
"What drives Obama, Sarkozy and Cameron to intervene is the frantic race 
to grab a portion of Libyan oil, after the failure of its revolution. We 
support the Libyan people in their uprising, but we are against any foreign 
intervention, which not only hurts the revolution in Libya and Tunisia but 
also hurts all Arab countries. We oppose the use of our territory or our 
airspace in the aggression against Libya. The US, French and English 
colonialists have no interest in the triumph of the Arab revolution, given 
the danger it represents for them." 
 
By the Communist Workers' Party of Tunisia/Parti communiste des ouvriers 
de Tunisie (PCOT) 
 
Translated by John Catalinotto for Tlaxcala 

 
 
Background 
 
March 23, 2011 -- This event [the legalisation of the the Communist 
Workers' Party of Tunisia] has important symbolic significance. It is the 
result, among other things, of the January 14 revolution that deposed Ben 
Ali, won the right to organise and inaugurated a new era for Tunisia and its 
people. 
 
The PCOT was established January 3, 1986, the second anniversary of the 
glorious “bread uprising”, which was a way to show our determination to 
link our fate to that of the Tunisian people, to defend its interests and 
legitimate aspirations for a decent life, where freedom, democracy and 
social justice rule. The PCOT translated these commitments into its 
political program and its militant practices, under the slogan of "national 
and popular democratic revolution", which it continued to defend at the 
price of enormous sacrifices: Nabil Barakat died in martyrdom, among 
hundreds of our activists who have been tortured, imprisoned and denied 
their most basic rights, many of them forced into exile. 
 
Our party stood shoulder to shoulder with our people during this quarter 
century, making the fall of the dictatorship a primary objective, 
considering that it constitutes a major obstacle to the emancipation of the 
people and the rebirth of the nation. The party had full confidence in our 
people; it fought against the reactionary thinking that underestimated 
them, accusing them of helplessness and resignation. It has continually 
worked to raise consciousness and organise clandestine action to the 
extent that the lack of freedom permitted. It participated in all the 
people’s struggles and helped unite the opposition to secure victory 
against the dictatorship. 
 
The revolution of January 14 is the culmination of over 20 years of struggle 



and sacrifices of the Tunisian people, of its sons and daughters making up 
the different ideological and political opponents to the dictatorship, 
organised in parties, associations and trade union and human rights 
organisations or unorganised. 
 
This revolution took on various dimensions: It is a political revolution 
against tyranny and subjugation, a social revolution against exploitation 
and corruption, a patriotic revolution for dignity. The revolution did not 
stop inside Tunisia; it has spread to other Arab countries, where people 
are rising up against corrupt and tyrannical regimes and making them fall 
one after another. 
 
Revolution not yet complete  
The revolution of January 14 is not yet complete because it has not 
achieved all its objectives, despite the progress it made. Reactionary 
forces are still lurking and trying to abort the revolution. They are 
supported in this by the United States and France, which want to reduce 
the revolution to a mere reform of the old regime, leaving its economic 
and social foundation intact. The fundamental issue in any revolution is 
power, and if the sectors of the population that made the revolution do 
not hold power, we must conclude that it neither complete nor victorious. 
This is the case in Tunisia where the people rose up but have not yet taken 
power. 
 
In the first phase of the revolution, the people brought down the dictator. 
In the second phase for the victory against the dictatorship, the people, 
through its vigilance and determination, brought down the Ghannouchi 
government and imposed the demands for a constituent assembly, and 
dissolution of the RCD [ruling party] and the political police. It also 
significantly expanded the scope of freedom of expression and 
organisation. 
 
However, power remains in the hands of reactionary forces, deployed in 
different units and institutions that continue to preserve their economic 
interests. These forces are committing crimes against people (assault, 
looting, riots ...). They try to break its unity through fueling regional, 
tribal and religious differences and sowing fear and terror in order to 
discourage the people from continuing the revolution and achieving its 
objectives. 
 
The interim president and transitional government are bent on sabotaging 
the revolution’s legitimacy and reject any control over their decisions 
(appointment of delegates, security officials, the judiciary ...); this 
process serves the interests of the enemies of the revolution. They refused 
to deal with the "National Council to Defend the Revolution”, which they 
replaced by a “body” whose members they have appointed unilaterally. In 
the same way, the decision to dissolve the RCD can be rescinded by 
returning this party under a new form. This is also the case regarding the 
decision to dissolve the political police, which is surrounded by doubts and 
raises serious questions about its application. 
 
Revolution stolen? 
The masses, particularly in the country’s interior, are beginning to feel 
that nothing regarding their political and social conditions has changed, 
and that their revolution is about to be stolen. It is a legitimate feeling 
with understandable reasons. The old regime is still in place, with its 
apparatus and its administration. The interim government took no action, 
although an urgent action is needed to alleviate the burden of 
unemployment and the high cost of living, stop the deterioration of public 
services that hit the regions -- which have also suffered repression and 



looting before and during the outbreak of the revolution. This is the case 
of the mining region, of Skhira of Benguerdane and many other regions. 
 
The Communist Workers' Party of Tunisia believes that the revolution is not 
over. The Tunisian people must remain vigilant to avert the dangers 
threatening it. The continued mobilisation, conservation and revitalisation 
of the "National Council to Defend the Revolution” and its committees are 
urgent tasks today. 
 
Today, the people remain the only force capable of exercising control over 
the interim presidency and the provisional government, which it has the 
right to monitor and hold accountable. 
 
The election of the "Constituent Assembly" is an important event in the 
coming period. Workers, toiling strata and all our people can, in 
conjunction with the PCOT and all democratic and revolutionary forces, 
make this moment a turning point to impose the will of the people and 
stop the enemies of the revolution in their tracks. 
 
This cannot be accomplished without an immediate mobilisation to 
postpone the elections and put space between them and the dates of the 
examinations, to enable the people and political forces to be well 
prepared, given the importance of the issues that the Constituent 
Assembly will determine. 
 
We must also prepare a suitable political arena, through the purging of the 
administration, the judiciary and the media, by the effective dissolution of 
the political police and the establishment of an electoral law that resolves 
the issue of financing the elections to ensure transparency and equality 
among all participants and ensure that these elections are not tainted by 
corruption. 
 
The character of the transition period in no way precludes the need for 
urgent economic and social measures, particularly for the unemployed, or 
for the regions that are neglected despite their wealth and potential. 
 
The transitional government continues to cling to the budget decided 
under Ben Ali, which provides a significant portion for the Department of 
the Interior and for the repayment of debt incurred by the dictatorship. 
Why should the government not cancel the debt or at least suspend it for a 
while, as did countries that have experienced the same conditions as 
Tunisia? Why not devote the full budget to improving the lives of the 
people? Why not revise this budget to reflect new priorities? 
 
Libya  
The Tunisian revolution has spread to many Arab countries. Egypt's dictator 
fell, while authoritarian regimes in Yemen and Bahrain are fiercely 
repressing popular uprisings, in Bahrain, with the help of Saudi Arabia. Our 
neighbour, the Libyan people, rose up against their tormentors, but events 
took a bad turn with the intervention of the United States and its allies, 
under the pretext of protecting civilians. The US administration has hardly 
mentioned the killing of civilians in Yemen and Bahrain, as it has also 
never done regarding Gaza, Lebanon or Iraq and Afghanistan, countries it 
occupies. And didn’t Sarkozy support the Tunisian dictator until the last 
moment? 
 
What drives Obama, Sarkozy and Cameron to intervene is the frantic race 
to grab a portion of Libyan oil, after the failure of its revolution. We 
support the Libyan people in their uprising, but we are against any foreign 
intervention, which not only hurts the revolution in Libya and Tunisia but 



also hurts all Arab countries. We oppose the use of our territory or our 
airspace in the aggression against Libya. The US, French and English 
colonialists have no interest in the triumph of the Arab revolution, given 
the danger it represents for them. 

•  Long live the revolution of the Tunisian people. 
•  The revolution should go on until it achieves its objectives. 
•  Power to the people. 
•  Long live the uprisings of the Arab peoples for freedom and dignity. 
 
Communist Workers' Party of Tunisia  

 

Workers' Strikes and Protests in Israel 
 

The Real News Network 29 March 2011 
 
While the Middle East is undergoing massive national changes, Israel received little attention in 
global media until last week's bombing in Jerusalem. But Israel has seen its own share of national 
struggles in recent months leading to a major labor victory in March. Israel's massive labor 
association, the Histadrut, succeeded in taking the worker's fight to the government, forcing the 
Prime Minister to acquiesce to many of their demands, including raising the minimum wage. The 
Real News' Lia Tarachansky spoke with Avital Shapira from the Histadrut, as well as economist 
Shlomo Swirski of the Adva Center and Merav Amir from the Coalition of Women for Peace. 
 
LIA TARACHANSKY: While the Middle East is undergoing massive national changes, Israel receives 
little attention in global media until last week's bombing in Jerusalem. But Israel has seen its own 
share of national struggles in recent months, leading to a major labor victory in March. 
Demonstrations took place throughout the country in protest to rising commodities prices, including 
housing, gas, and water. Labor strikes have swept over the country. Welfare workers, nurses, 
prosecution lawyers, foreign ministry employees, and many others refuse to work until their 
demands were met. Israel's massive labor Association, the Histadrut, incorporates most of the 
country's public sector. It's taken the workers' fight to the government, leading to the prime 
minister acquiescing to many of their demands, including raising the minimum wage. The Coalition 
of Women for Peace is an Israeli organization that conducts research into various facets of political 
economy, including the economics of the occupation. The Real News spoke to Merav Amir, the 
research coordinator. 
 
MERAV AMIR: It's a wave of strikes going through, you know, from sector to sector. The success of 
one strike, you know, enables or mobilizes other sectors to strike. But usually what we find, like, 
with the strike of the social workers now is that by the time the workers organize to strike and to 
demand their rights and so on, it's usually about between 10 and 15 years too late. 
 
TARACHANSKY: Is the Histadrut agreement with the government that ended up raising the minimum 
wage, is that seen as a major labor victory in Israel? 
 
AMIR: Oh, yeah, but that's--you know how they did that? They didn't do it by agreeing with the 
government, by reaching an agreement with the government. They actually did it by bypassing the 
government. 
 
TARACHANSKY: Histradut is a labor association that represents most of the unions in the country. 



Though only a third of Israeli workers are unionized, a Histradut general strike would bring the 
economy to a halt. This was narrowly averted in November, and again in March. When the Israeli 
minister of finance, Yuval Steinitz, refused to agree to the demands, the Histadrut went straight to 
the Manufacturers Association of Israel and struck an agreement. The result was the intervention of 
the prime minister: Benjamin Netanyahu stepped in and acquiesced to many of the demands, 
including raising the minimum wage. The Real News spoke with Avital Shapira, director of the 
international department of the Histadrut. 
 
AVITAL SHAPIRA-SHABIROW: Okay. So this campaign, which was jointly organized by [inaudible] 
Manufacturers Association, the Histadrut, and the union of the mayors of the city of Israel. It was 
established in order to create a united force against government, and to fight against the rising 
price and a standstill on the issue of a minimum wage increase. About a month ago, we had signed 
an agreement between the Manufacturers Association and the Histadrut to raise the minimum 
wage, and at the same time, the finance minister announced that he will uphold this proposal. 
Simultaneously, there has been a phenomenon of rising prices of basic necessities, such as 
[inaudible] water and bread. So as a result, we together, all these organizations, have decided that 
the government exaggerated and we could not tolerate it anymore. 
 
TARACHANSKY: But not everyone agrees the Histadrut went far enough. Shlomo Swirski is an 
economist and the academic director of the Adva Center, a Tel Aviv-based think tank. 
 
SHLOMO SWIRSKI: Opinions here are divided on this particular issue. I personally thought that the 
Histadrut gave up too easily, because when you look at what Bibi Netanyahu actually did, there was 
a planned hike, prices of public transportation, okay? So when the Histadrut said that they will go 
on strike, national strike, Bibi said, okay, we'll take it back, okay, there won't be a hike in public 
transportation. In the press conference, in which he appeared to giving in to all these demands, he 
didn't go into details, and when you look at the details, it turns out the majority of users of public 
transportation do not benefit. 
 
TARACHANSKY: Strikes across the board came at the heels of protest against the recent economic 
changes. While the global recession did not hit Israel hard, the government decided to institute a 
number of tax cuts, while at the same time raising the consumption taxes or value added taxes, the 
VAT. Last year, the OACD did an economic survey of Israel and found that it had the second-largest 
gap between the rich and the poor after the US. Not surprisingly, the poorest population comprises 
Israeli-Palestinian citizens and the Jewish ultra-Orthodox. 
 
AMIR: We have a feeling that it's a much deeper phenomenon. It's not only the rising of basic 
necessities, but it's also increasing the socioeconomic gaps in our society. There has been a 
constant erosion of the middle class in Israel. And we believe at Histadrut that this class has not 
benefited from the growth in the Israeli economy, only a narrow upper-class elite. 
 
SWIRSKI: Our government, it adopted in the last decade a very, I would say, discriminatory tax 
reform, okay? On the one hand, we had--beginning in 2003, we had tax cuts which did a lot of good 
for people with high salaries but very little good for people with low salaries. If you put together 
high-tech industries and the financial industries, we are talking about only 13 percent of the entire 
population. They are doing very, very well. But they are sort of a bubble. They are sort of an island 
within a sea of workers which are doing much less work. Instead of raising more money for the 
government's needs from an increase in income taxes, the government decided to increase its 
income from indirect taxes, and on top of that, imposing higher taxes on gasoline, on cigarettes, 
and on similar things. Okay? So the tax policy of the government became very--apparently very 
unjust, very unequal, very unfair. 
 



TARACHANSKY: Last year, the government announced yet another tax cut for high-income earners. 
While consumption taxes increased, Israel also privatized water, leading to 120 percent rise in 
prices. At the end of February, gas prices also rose to the record high of 7.3 shekels per liter, or 
US$60 per gallon. 
 
AMIR: The Israeli political system, while they talk about left and right, there is no political left. 
Both--from the economic point of view. Both major blocs are pro-neoliberalization policy. So it's no 
real opposition to these trends of--have become so dominant in the last--about 15 years or so. 
 
TARACHANSKY: The combined effect of government budgets being slashed for public housing, 
education, and health care and the increase in tax cuts to the wealthy sent thousands to the 
streets in protest. While demonstrations only lasted a week, strikes throughout the country 
continue. And while this labor victory led to the increase in minimum wage, the gap between the 
rich and the poor in Israel is still among the highest in the developed world. 
therealnews.com 

Anti-cuts protestors take over London  

 
 

 
 

 
Indymedia UK 27 March 2011 
 
Yesterday’s March 26th ‘March for the Alternatives’ saw over 500,000 
protest against Con-Dem governments’ neo-liberal austerity measures. The 
direct action on the streets of central London was also unprecedented in 
terms of scale and rage. The police were outrun on the streets, with their 
media spokesperson forced to concede that it is impossible to protect 
every business in the capital. Those businesses that were affected by 
actions were either linked to tax-evasion, or were symbols of affluence 
and privilege. 
 
The compromised TUC leadership speaks in the same tone as the police 
and corporate media when it denounces direct action. In reality there was 
a palpable show of class solidarity between rank and file trade unionists, 
anti-cuts activists and black bloc-ers. 
 
Over 200 arrests were reported and this number can be expected to grow 
as police review footage from the day and mount raids. 
www.indymedia.org.uk 

 

Violence on tape confirms police tactics 

 
 

 
 

Mail & Guardian 25 March 2011  
 
A cellphone video clip showing the South African Police Service's tactical 
response team (TRT) abusing a man in Wesselton township has lent 
credence to widespread claims of police brutality during service delivery 
protests in the township last month.  
 
The 26-second video, shot in the Wesselton's Thusi section on February 16, 
two days after the protests began, shows a young man rolling on the 
ground while being trailed by armed TRT members, one of whom is 
perched on the police vehicle's bonnet. According to the man who 
captured the footage on his cellphone, the youngster in the clip was 
coming from the nearby shops with a female friend when he was 



summoned to the officers' vehicle, questioned and allegedly shot at several 
times with rubber bullets.  
 
He was then forced to roll on the dusty street for a considerable distance. 
Except for the marked white BMW cruising behind the police officers and 
their victim, the streets appear lifeless, suggesting that reports of curfews 
and intimidation by police were not exaggerated. "They didn't want 
anybody on the streets that day," said the film's source, who asked to 
remain anonymous. "That guy wasn't the only one [who was assaulted]. A 
lot of people were being ejected from shops and forced to roll on the 
ground. My brother was sjambokked." 
 
Dumisani Mahaye, who was widely quoted in the press during the uprisings 
and was arrested on February 20 for public violence, said that on February 
16, the day the footage was shot, protests had died down as people felt 
that their outrage had been communicated. Residents were also expecting 
the arrival of police commissioner General Bheki Cele, who visited 
Wesselton on that day. 
 
Earlier that week more than 160 tactical response members were deployed 
to the township. "People were tired [because of the preceding two days of 
protests] but the police were out in full force, shooting anyone they saw 
on the streets with rubber bullets," said Mahaye. "They were also 
conducting door-to-door raids. In one incident they even arrested an 80-
year-old woman, who is appearing in court with us next Monday." 
 
Paid to initiate riots 
When Mahaye was arrested on February 20, he said, he was interrogated 
about his role in the protests, tortured and forced to sign statements 
implicating ANC provincial executive committee members Lassy Chiwayo 
and Fish Mahlalela as the pair who had paid him to initiate the riots. In a 
report in City Press last Sunday, Independent Complaints Directorate (ICD) 
spokesperson Moses Dlamini confirmed that the institution was 
investigating complaints by Chiwayo and Mahlalela, who are political 
adversaries of Mpumalanga premier David Mabuza. 
 
In spite of the widespread claims of torture many of the victims and 
detainees have not lodged complaints with the ICD, the Mpumalanga 
branch of which is based in Nelspruit, about 170km from Ermelo. Many cite 
a lack of resources as the reason, while others say that they have no 
confidence in the ICD. 
 
Mahaye said that he had laid complaints of assault, damage to property 
and being forced to make a statement only because someone had given 
him a lift on Thursday. Mpumalanga SAPS provincial spokesperson Brigadier 
Lindela Mashigo said the TRT was deployed following damage to property 
and attacks on the media and on the police, which had resulted in the 
hospitalisation of an SAPS member.  
 
Mashigo said police management was concerned about the video and was 
investigating to determine the authenticity of the footage. "If found to be 
true, corrective action will be taken against the member(s) involved as 
captured on the clip. The individual subjected to this unacceptable 
behaviour is urged to come forward to lay a complaint or approach the 
ICD." 
 
The amateur footage coincides with media reports that so-called third-
degree methods by the SAPS are on the increase. The Sunday Independent 
reported last weekend that in 2009-2010 the ICD investigated 920 severe 
assault cases, compared with 255 in 2001-2002. The report said that the 



number of fatal shootings investigated rose to a record high of 556 in 2008-
2009, from 281 in 2005-06. The statistics were compiled by Centre for the 
Study of Violence and Reconciliation researcher David Bruce. 
 
In a report titled "An Acceptable Price To Pay?" Bruce reports that the ICD 
secured 63 murder convictions between 2002-2003 and 2008-2009, 18 
convictions for assault with grievous bodily harm and 12 convictions for 
common assault. The total number of convictions obtained for murder or 
culpable homicide over the six years in question represents roughly 3,6% of 
deaths in police hands in that period.  
 
At least two people were killed during the uprisings in Ermelo in February. 
Police have confirmed that the shooting of Solomon Madonsela during a 
protest is being investigated by the ICD.  
 
Kwanele Sosibo is Eugene Saldanha Fellow in social justice reporting 
sponsored by CAF Southern Africa  
mg.co.za 

 

US: Battle Over Who Pays State Deficit Intensifies 

 
 

 
 

 
David Dougherty (The Real News) 24 March 2011 
 
Across the United States, many state lawmakers continue to push for 
legislation that they say is urgently required to tackle soaring deficits. 
 
Many bills are calling for cuts in state spending across such areas as 
education, healthcare, social services, and public employee benefits which 
supporters assert are necessary in order to balance their states budgets. 
 
However, an increasingly vocal number of people are claiming that such 
measures disproportionately place the burden on working families rather 
than targeting high- income earners. 
 
Others take issue with what they see as an attack against worker's rights 
with legislation seeking to curb union power and in some cases like the 
state of Wisconsin, effectively eliminate collective bargaining rights for 
most state employees.  
 
On Friday March 18th, Dane County, Wisconsin judge Maryann Sumi issued 
a temporary restraining order blocking governor Scott Walker's anti-
collective bargaining measure from coming into effect citing that 



Republican senators had violated the state's open meeting laws. 
 
Opponents of Walker's legislation continue to hold demonstrations while 
discussions and planning continue over the potential for calling a general 
strike and a pushing for a movement to recall 6 republican senators who 
backed the bill. 
 
Over the past week a number of other states joined the ranks of those to 
have introduced  
legislation aimed at rolling back or eliminating collective bargaining rights 
including Alaska, Nevada, California, and several others bringing the total 
to more than a dozen states. 
 
Some states are plowing through anti-collective bargaining legislation like 
in Iowa, Florida, and Ohio, which witnessed protests this week against 
controversial Senate Bill 5 which has cleared part of the Ohio sate 
legislature and is on track to be signed into law. 
 
But not all states are directly confronting collective bargaining with 
targeted legislation, others are seeking to restrict unions through 
provisions included in budget cut legislation as in the cases of New York, 
New Jersey, and Rhode Island. 
 
Opposition strategies seeking to challenge various legislative proposals 
have manifested  
 
This week Indiana House democrats remained out of the state in 
neighboring Illinois in what has become one of the longest walkouts in 
national history in order to prevent the passage of legislation attacking 
unions and education spending. 
 
High school and university students constitute an increasingly critical base 
of resistance against legislation aimed at cutting education funding and 
weakening the labor rights of teachers. On Monday March 25th, thousands 
of students mobilized in Nevada to demonstrate against planned cuts in 
education spending. 
 
Calls for alternative sources of funding to alleviate state deficits are 
becoming more pronounced in the national debate over budget cuts and 
state spending. In Connecticut, a coalition of community groups and union 
activists are calling on the governor to increase taxes for the wealthiest 
state residents. While such calls to tax the rich are increasingly common, 
such measures as the estate tax remain largely unpopular amongst a 
significant segment of the population. 
 
With many state budget deadlines approaching and a number of state 
legislators at a political impasse, popular pressure continues to mount as 
the battle over who is going to pay for the deficit crisis intensifies. 
therealnews.com 

 

Marchers threat to boycott election 

 
 

 
 

Jauhara Khan 22 March 2011 
 
Several organisations used Human Rights Day to voice their dissatisfaction 
with the eThekwini municipality, accusing it of violating human rights by 
failing to deliver services to needy communities.  



 
Hundreds of the organisations’ supporters marched to the Durban city hall 
yesterday, with some threatening to boycott the local government election 
on May 18.  
 
Representatives and supporters of Right2Know, shack dwellers’ 
organisation Abahlali baseMjondolo Movement SA, the South Durban 
Community Environmental Alliance, ratepayers’ associations, the Durban 
Social Forum and KZN Subsistence Fishermen were among the marchers.  
 
They had hoped to hand over a memorandum of demands, which included 
access to employment, housing development, basic services and 
transparent, publicly accountable governance in the wake of recent 
allegations of corruption, fraud and maladministration in the municipality. 
However, no one from the municipality arrived to receive it.  
 
Clairwood Ratepayers’ Association secretary Mervyn Reddy said Clairwood 
had a strong cultural and historical heritage, which would be lost through 
the city’s neglect of the area. “Clairwood has struggled with service 
delivery for the past 60 years. Industries, scrapyards and illegal businesses 
are taking over the residential zone. The city council is aware of this but is 
doing nothing.  
 
“We are marching today to take Clairwood back and restore it to its former 
glory. The people will not support any political parties; we will not vote,” 
he said.  
 
Vanessa Black, spokeswoman of Environmental organisation Earthlife 
Africa, said: “The city is interested in hosting big events like the Olympics, 
but all at the expense of the poor. We window- dress and put on a show, 
but none of the money benefits the people, the ones who need it most, as 
we saw with the World Cup. We are saying they need to be accountable to 
the people of this city.”  
 
Right2Know co-ordinator Quinton Kippen said the no-show from the city at 
the march was “cowardly”.  
 
“We invited Mayor Obed Mlaba, Premier Zweli Mkhize and municipal 
manager Mike Sutcliffe to receive our memorandum, and while they said 
someone would come (to take the memorandum), no one did. This shows 
they will not do anything about our demands. They have their own agenda 
that does not include the people on the ground. We will be out picketing 
again tomorrow morning (today),” he said.  
 
Municipal spokesman Thabo Mofokeng said Sutcliffe and Mlaba had 
indicated that they would not be available to receive the memorandum, 
and no prior arrangement had been made by them to fetch it.  
 
The premier was in Nquthu yesterday for a Human Rights Day event. - The 
Mercury 

 

Desperate efforts to prevent full meltdown at Fukushima  

 
 

 
 

Patrick O’Connor 18 March 2011  
 
Japanese authorities yesterday stepped up their increasingly desperate 
efforts to prevent a catastrophic meltdown of spent fuel rods and reactors 



at the Fukushima nuclear power plant.  
 
Military helicopters dropped four loads of water onto the facility Thursday 
morning, and military and police trucks then fired water cannon from the 
ground. Concerns now centre on reactor 3, which uses dangerous mixed 
oxides containing uranium and plutonium, and the spent radioactive fuel 
rods in reactor 4, which may not be covered by coolant and exposed to the 
open air.  
 
In a press conference earlier today, a Tokyo Electric Power Company 
(TEPCO) spokesman claimed that the hour-long water dousing operation 
had lowered radiation levels at the plant by nearly 20 points, to 292 
microsieverts per hour at 8.40 p.m. on Thursday, and to 289 microsieverts 
per hour at 11 p.m. TEPCO added that video footage of what appeared to 
be steam rising from reactor 3 indicated success. The company also 
insisted that helicopter surveillance showed that there was water left in 
the cooling pool at reactor 4—contrary to statements issued Wednesday by 
Gregory Jaczko, chairman of the US Nuclear Regulatory Commission. This 
has not been independently verified, however, and there is no evidence 
that temperatures within the facility are falling.  
 
Jaczko has insisted that the information he has received is correct. He told 
journalists yesterday he expected the situation to “take some time, 
possibly weeks” to resolve.  
 
TEPCO’s latest claims appear to be part of its ongoing attempt to cover up 
the real situation. Video footage clearly showed that much of the water 
dropped by the military helicopters was sprayed over a wide area, with 
some evaporating in the air. The helicopters were shielded underneath 
with a lead plate, and the crew fitted with anti-radiation suits, but they 
still had to fly high above the plant to avoid excess radioactivity. The 
military and police truck fire hoses are designed for use in riot situations, 
and it is unclear how effective they were at targeting sensitive areas 
within the nuclear facility.  
 
Several nuclear experts have warned that the water dumps fall far short of 
what is required to prevent the reactor cores and spent rods from 
overheating.  
 
Professor Akira Yamaguchi of Osaka University told Japan’s state NHK 
broadcaster: “7.5 tonnes of water has been dumped. We do not know the 
size of the pool, but judging from other examples it probably holds 2,000 
tonnes. It does not mean the pool needs to be completely full, but maybe 
a third of the tank’s capacity is needed. It [the water dumping] needs to 
be done continuously.”  
 
Government officials also acknowledged that in addition to what was 
required for the spent rod water pools, each overheating reactor would 
probably require about 50 tonnes of water every day.  
 
An unnamed senior defence ministry official told the Mainichi Daily News: 
“Unfortunately, with the [helicopter] pass-over method, the water 
dissipates and there isn’t much of a cooling effect.”  
 
TEPCO is now attempting to reconnect power to the plant, laying a 1.5 
kilometre electricity cable. The company has been criticised by several 
experts for not doing this much earlier. Even if power is restored, it is 
unlikely that the plant’s water pumps will be functional, and backup 
pumps will be required. The helicopter and truck water dousing, 
moreover, has to be suspended while work on the cable continues.  



 
TEPCO has admitted delays in laying the cable. Reuters cited a company 
official saying: “Preparatory work has so far not progressed as fast as we 
had hoped.” He added that the cold weather was hampering the effort.  
 
It is extraordinary that TEPCO remains in charge of the emergency 
response, despite bearing prime responsibility for what is shaping up as the 
greatest corporate crime of the twenty-first century. The conglomerate 
has an appalling safety record and a long history of cover ups and 
malfeasance (see: “Japan’s TEPCO: a history of cover-ups”).  
 
Prime Minister Naoto Kan has barely made a public appearance in recent 
days, while his colleagues are reduced to leaking to the media details of 
Kan’s “angry” posturing. He previously demanded to know “what the hell 
is going on?” The Mainichi Daily News has now reported that the prime 
minister said on Wednesday night: “In the worst case scenario, we have to 
assume that all of eastern Japan would be wrecked. The Tokyo Electric 
Power Co. has almost no sense of urgency whatsoever.”  
 
Information continues to emerge detailing the impact of the Japanese 
nuclear industry’s cost-cutting and profit maximising drive. The New York 
Times has reported that some countries “have tried to limit the number of 
spent fuel rods that accumulate at nuclear power plants—Germany stores 
them in costly casks, for example, while Chinese nuclear reactors send 
them to a desert storage compound in western China’s Gansu province.” 
Japan, however, like the US, “has kept ever larger numbers of spent fuel 
rods in temporary storage pools at the power plants”. A total of 11,195 
spent fuel rod assemblies are stored at Fukushima.  
 
The New York Times asked Robert Albrecht, a nuclear engineer and former 
consultant to the Japanese reactor manufacturing industry, about the 
possibility of “recriticality” in the storage pools, where uranium would 
resume the fission previously engineered in the reactors. Albrecht said this 
was “very unlikely”, but could happen if the stacks of pellets slumped over 
and became mixed up on the floor of the storage pool. The chances of this 
happening, the Times explained, is nevertheless higher than it otherwise 
would be, because TEPCO “has reconfigured the storage racks in its pools 
in recent years so as to pack more fuel rod assemblies together in limited 
space.”  
 
The Kan government and its predecessors are directly responsible for this 
situation. After World War II, the Japanese ruling elite moved to reduce its 
dependence on foreign oil imports by developing a large-scale, corporate 
operated domestic nuclear industry. Various right-wing nationalist 
elements also promoted nuclear energy in order to have available a 
potential Japanese nuclear arsenal. Public concern over the dangers of 
constructing such facilities in one of the most seismically active parts of 
the planet were brushed aside, and nuclear plants unable to withstand 
inevitable large earthquakes and tsunamis, like the one at Fukushima, 
were built across many of Japan’s coastal areas.  
 
The dangers were well known but publicly suppressed. The British 
Telegraph has published a leaked US diplomatic cable, via WikiLeaks, 
which cites an unnamed International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) official 
saying that “[S]afety guides for seismic safety have only been revised three 
times in the last 35 years and that the IAEA is now re-examining them ... 
recent earthquakes in some cases have exceeded the design basis for some 
nuclear plants, and that this is a serious problem that is now driving 
seismic safety work.”  
 



Another cable said of the Japanese nuclear industry: “We have seen too 
many cases of cost reduction competition through heightened efficiency 
jeopardising safety.” And another, sent from the US embassy in Vienna in 
July 2009, condemned the role played by Tomihiro Taniguchi, then head of 
safety and security at the IAEA. “Taniguchi has been a weak manager and 
advocate, particularly with respect to confronting Japan’s own safety 
practices,” the cable read.  
 
President Barack Obama gave a speech yesterday in which he promised to 
“continue to keep the American people fully updated”—but then said 
nothing about the latest US government information about the situation at 
Fukushima. Obama insisted there was no risk of radioactive fall-out 
reaching the US. The president’s remarks were centrally oriented towards 
defending the American nuclear industry, which he and his administration 
have close ties with. “Nuclear power is also an important part of our own 
energy future,” he declared, as he announced a “comprehensive review” 
of nuclear plants’ safety.  
 
The devastating humanitarian crisis caused by last Friday’s earthquake and 
tsunami continues to grip much of north-eastern Japan. The official death 
toll is 6,405, and 10,259 are officially missing. The real number missing is 
far higher, as the government’s numbers only include those who have been 
reported missing by friends or family. Entire families and communities 
were swept away by the force of the tsunami, leaving no-one to report the 
missing.  
 
The 700,000 survivors since evacuated are struggling to cope with sub-zero 
temperatures, food shortages, and a chronic lack of fuel and electricity. 
Numbers of new deaths are beginning to be reported from the evacuation 
shelters, especially affecting the elderly.  
 
There is also a humanitarian crisis within the 20-kilometre official 
Fukushima evacuation zone, which remains far smaller than the 80-
kilometre area declared dangerous by Washington. Little or no official 
assistance, including transport, has been offered to residents in the 
affected area. Many are stranded and short on basic supplies because no-
one except emergency personnel are now entering the zone. Anger is 
escalating among ordinary people. Katsunobu Sakurai, the mayor of 
Minamisoma, a town within the declared exclusion area, told the BBC: 
“The government doesn’t tell us anything. We’re isolated. They’re leaving 
us to die.”  
http://wsws.org/articles/2011/mar2011/fuku-m18.shtml  

 

ZANU PF crackdown on activists continues 

 
 

 
 

Alex Bell 16 March 2011 
 
The ZANU PF led crackdown on human rights activists and NGOs has 
continued this week, with leading action groups coming under threat. 
 
On Tuesday police officers from Harare Central Police Station raided the 
offices of the Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition, before going on to search the 
home of the group's Director, MacDonald Lewanika. The police were armed 
with a search warrant signed by Chief Superintendent Peter Magwenzu. 
They said they were looking for anything subversive such as t-shirts, 
documents, fliers, or anything incriminating. 
 



The officers confiscated copies of the Crisis Coalition Civil Society 
Monitoring Mechanism reports, as well as copies of the Legal Monitor  
published by the Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights. 
 
The raid comes a few days after Lewanika was arrested and detained for 
several hours, on his way to a concert in Chitungwiza on Saturday. He was 
eventually released but was told on Monday that he was being charged 
with behaving in a way that can disrupt peace. 
 
Meanwhile, police have once again summoned Abel Chikomo, the director 
of the Zimbabwe Human Rights NGO Forum, to report to Harare Central 
Police Station. Chikomo on Monday reported to the police in the company 
of his lawyer Harrison Nkomo and was set to return on Wednesday. Over 
the last few months, 
Chikomo has been repeatedly interrogated and told to report to the police, 
in connection with some of the activities carried out by the Forum. This 
includes the recently launched Campaign against Torture, the Transitional 
Justice National Survey and several press statements issued this year about 
the resurgence of politically motivated violence. 
 
International human rights defenders group, The Observatory for the 
Protection of Human Rights Defenders, on Wednesday said it was 
concerned that these acts form part of an ongoing trend of harassment by 
the Zimbabwe  
Republic Police against the Forum and more generally against human rights 
defenders in the country. 
 
The Observatory is a joint programme of the International Federation for 
Human Rights (FIDH) and the World Organisation Against Torture (OMCT). 
Seynabou Benga, a coordinator with OMCT told SW Radio Africa on 
Wednesday that the harassment on Chikomo is very worrying. 
 
We are concerned that these series of summons could eventually lead to 
Mr. Chikomo's arrest. We would want the Zimbabwe authorities to 
immediately and  
unconditionally put an end to this harassment which we believe is 
sanctioning his human rights activities, Benga said. 
 
Benga also raised concern that this is just one example of the harassment 
that is steadily intensifying against human rights activists in Zimbabwe. 
 
What we see right now is very revealing. With forthcoming elections and a 
referendum of the Zimbabwean constitution, we see that the authorities 
are deliberately putting pressure on human rights defenders, Benga said. 
 
The Observatory has echoed calls by Amnesty International for the public 
to write protest letters to high ranking authorities in Zimbabwe, calling for 
an end to the harassment and intimidation being suffered by activists. The  
letters are meant to be addressed to the likes of Justice Minister Patrick 
Chinamasa and Attorney General Johannes Tomana, and even directly to 
Robert Mugabe. 
 
Observers have already commented that such letters, although of good 
intention, will have very little influence against these top instigators of 
persecution in Zimbabwe.  

 

 



South-east Asia: thousands strike in Burma and Vietnam 

 
 

 
 

LibCom 12 March 2011 
 
Shoe factory workers in Burma confront notoriously tyrannical authorities 
while workers at Yamaha motorcycles in strikes over pay.  
 
More than 1,500 workers at a factory in Rangoon have braved the heavy-
handed reputation of Burmese authorities to go on strike, demanding an 
increase to their meagre salary. The men and women of Taiyi shoe factory, 
who are now four days into their strike, have cried foul of the unfeasibly 
low wages which see them earn just $US0.70 for a 12-hour day. 
 
Factory owners yesterday agreed to raise the hourly pay by a fractional 15 
kyat ($US0.01), but the strike continues. 
 
“The workers said they wouldn’t start working until they get 75 kyat 
[$US0.08] per hour,” said a source close to the workers. “The factory 
sounds the siren [for workers to begin their day] at 7am but instead of 
going into the factory, the workers are sitting outside continuing the 
strike.” 
 
One worker commented: “We want to demand our rights peacefully”. He 
said that the recent price hike in general commodities and transportation 
costs have pressured him and his fellow workers to demand better pay. 
“We can no longer survive on our current income. We are compelled to do 
this.” 
 
Four police vehicles are stationed at the top of Kanaung Minthargyi Street 
which leads to the factory in Hlaing Tharyar industrial zone. Civilian 
vehicles have been blocked from entering the compound. 
 
Strikes by some 700 workers at two garment factories in Rangoon, the 
United World factory and Oscar factory, last month met with success after 
employers agreed to their demands for better working conditions. And a 
year ago a series of workers’ strikes rocked factories in Rangoon, and led 
to calls for stronger labour union laws in Burma. 
 
Unions have been legally allowed in Burma, although a clause in the 2008 
constitution states that their formation is conditioned on not being 
“contrary to the laws enacted for [Burma’s] security, prevalence of law 
and order, community peace and tranquillity, or public order and 
morality”. The subsequent definitions for these criteria are vague. 
 
Labor activists in Burma are hoping to form a union when a new 
government is formed in the coming months. However, several factory 
workers have said that any future union will be formed of only the factory 
owners and government officials from the Labor Ministry, and would, 
therefore, not be representative of their needs. 
 
Vietnam 
About 3,000 employees from the Yamaha Motor plant in Hanoi walked off 
the job on Monday 7th March. Management told the other 2,000 workers to 
stay home Tuesday while discussions continued with the union. 
 
Workers are seeking an increase in the basic monthly salary from 1.65 
million dong ($78.57) to 2.03 million dong along with a rise in their housing 
and other social allowances. The company had already agreed to raise pay 
for some workers, but that was before the government increased the price 



of subsidised petrol by 18% in late February. After fuel prices rose, 
electricity rates increased by 15% on March 1, adding to the worries of 
citizens trying to cope. 
 
Vietnam's inflation reached 12.3% year-on-year last month, according to 
official data, far higher than in neighbouring states, although rising 
consumer prices are emerging as a top concern for policymakers 
throughout Asia. 
libcom.org  

 

“The Greek revolt”, a video by Brandon Jourdan  
occupiedlondon.org 11 March 2011 
 
Brandon Jourdan reports from Athens with the latest developments in the 
country: 
 
While the government of Greece implements austerity measures following 
European Union and IMF bailouts, large anti-austerity protests continue to 
spread across Greece. 

 

 

 

Tony will work for ‘mechanic’s pay’ 

 
 

 
 

Murray Williams (Independent Newspapers) 
10 March 2011  
 
Cosatu’s Western Cape head Tony Ehrenreich has promised to take a huge 
pay cut if he is elected as Cape Town mayor.  
 
Cosatu put Ehrenreich forward as an ANC mayoral candidate earlier this 
week.  
 
After that announcement, Ehrenreich told his more than 2500 Facebook 
friends that he would be happy to take home “a mechanic’s salary” if he 
was elected to wear the mayoral chain.  
 
“I pledge I will not take the million-rand salary.”  
 
He also vowed to remain in the township, where he lived.  
 
On Thursday he said he stood by his online statements.  
 
“We have to close the gaps between what people earn - especially in the 
public service. Public service is to serve the public. When those in public 
service are paid too much, then they go into it for the salaries, and not for 
the service.”  
 
Ehrenreich said he took home R22 000 after tax and deductions.  
 
“As a union official I have often felt that I have been overpaid,” he said.  
 
The total pay package for the executive mayor is R964 255 a year. - Cape 
Argus 

 



 

Hawks probing Sutcliffe? 

 
 

 
 

IOL News 8 March 2011  
 
The municipal manager of eThekwini municipality on Monday said he had 
nothing to hide following reports that he was being investigated by the 
Hawks.  
 
“May I add that we have nothing to hide and we will fully co-operate with 
any investigation being conducted by lawful agencies,” Mike Sutcliffe said 
in a statement.  
 
“As of today my office has never been contacted by the Special 
Investigations Unit (SIU) regarding any investigation they are conducting 
and which may require my assistance,” he said.  
 
He had written a letter to the SIU informing it that he was willing to assist 
in any probe.  
 
Hawks spokesman McIntosh Polela denied that there was an investigation 
into municipal officials.  
 
“There is no investigation. It is all nonsense. If there was an investigation I 
would know about it. There are no pending arrests,” said Polela.  
 
This, after the Sunday Times newspaper reported that Sutcliffe was under 
investigation and that the Hawks were expected to make arrests in the 
municipality within days.  
 
It wrote that the pending arrests, which it claimed had been confirmed by 
a senior Hawks official in Durban followed a report on R3,5bn in contracts 
awarded in the past 10 years.  
 
According to the newspaper, that report, by auditors Ngubane & Company, 
recommended that disciplinary and criminal charges be brought against 
Sutcliffe, his deputy in charge of procurement Derek Naidoo, housing chief 
Coughlan Pather and procurement chief Themba Shezi.  
 
In February, eThekwini municipality Mayor Obed Mlaba announced that an 
investigation would be launched.  
 
This, after the Auditor General made recommendations in certain areas of 
concern in supply chain management.  
 
“As the city’s senior management, we are committed to root out any and 
all fraud and corruption that may exist in the municipality,” Sutcliffe said 
on Monday.  
 
“I have noted the media reports and consider the insinuations made most 
defamatory of myself and senior officials of the municipality. In this regard 
we reserve our rights to take action against such statements linking us to 
acts of corruption or fraud,” he said. - Sapa  
www.iol.co.za 

 



Zille is ‘the devil herself’ 

 
 

 
 

Quinton Mtyala 7 March 2011  
 
Premier Helen Zille was not at the meeting. 
 
Described as a “devil” by one speaker, Premier Helen Zille came under fire 
at a meeting called to discuss a community’s response to a shooting by 
City of Cape Town law enforcement officers.  
 
The Struggle Veterans Association, not affiliated to the ANC, had called 
the meeting at the St Andrews High School in Elsies River on Sunday 
following the shooting last week, in which the ANC said 10 people were 
injured.  
 
Karl Cloete, deputy secretary-general of the National Union of Metal 
Workers of South Africa, told the meeting the shooting should be reported 
to the Human Rights Commission.  
 
“You can’t make apologies for Zille, she is the devil herself,” said Cloete.  
 
According to the City of Cape Town, the shooting came after about 400 
people attacked law enforcement officers who were removing six shipping 
containers, converted into spaza shops, which city officials alleged had 
been erected illegally on council land.  
 
Speaking at the meeting, community activist David William said the 
incident had left him and many others “deeply disappointed” in the city 
council.  
 
“We’re trying as much as possible to help our people, but instead people 
were given eviction notices,” said William.  
 
“Those containers were helping our people with their cheap prices.”  
 
William alleged that a law enforcement official who led the operation 
came without a court order to show that the city had the right to remove 
the shipping containers from the land.  
 
“When I pointed this out to him, he went ahead and ordered his men to 
shoot,” said Williams.  
 
Ebrahim Mukadam, a local shopkeeper known for exposing the bread price-
fixing cartels, said the city’s actions were a direct assault on poor people.  
 
“There a tragedy happening in our country. It has become a sin to be poor. 
Who is waging a war on the poor? Whose aims are being served?” Mukadam 
asked his audience of about 100 people.  
 
He said “the war on the poor” was a deliberate campaign to serve the aims 
of “big business” that operated in township areas.  
 
Dickie Meter, an ANC activist in Hout Bay, also blamed the premier for the 
shooting last week - and that in Hangberg last year in which several people 
lost eyes.  
 
As Meter spoke to the group in the school hall, he was heckled by DA 
supporters, in party colours, who had been allowed into the hall.  
 



Ward 24 councillor Asa Abrahams said Zille was not there to defend 
herself.  
 
But this did not deter Cloete, who said he blamed the DA for the shooting.  
 
“The DA is responsible for shooting our people, whose only crime was 
seeking a decent living, and must be reported to the Human Rights 
Commission,” Cloete said.  
 
Soon afterwards, the DA supporters in the hall, led by Abrahams, walked 
out of the meeting.  
 
ANC provincial chairman Marius Fransman described the shooting as “a 
serious onslaught” on poor people, an attack on African and coloured 
people.  
 
Meanwhile, former ANC provincial chairman Allan Boesak said he had 
refused an invitation to the meeting as he had been told he would be 
sharing a platform with Fransman.  
 
Boesak had been billed to attend, but he said on Sunday he wanted no part 
in party politics. - Cape Times  
quinton.mtyala@inl.co.za  
www.iol.co.za 

 

Cosatu vows to take on Walmart 

 
 

 
 

Business Report 4 March 2011  
 
Cosatu was planning a massive campaign against proposed acquisition of 51 
percent control of Massmart by America’s giant retail chain store Wal-Mart 
Stores, the trade union's general secretary said on Friday.  
 
“The campaign (against the acquisition) must be about our life or death,” 
said Cosatu general secretary Zwelinzima Vavi.  
 
He was addressing delegates attending a two-day national bargaining 
conference for the SA Clothing and Textile Workers Union (Sactwu) in 
Durban.  
 
Vavi urged Sactwu members to help stop the Wal-Mart take-over or force it 
to agree to conditions which would protect the textile industry, workers 
and the South African economy.  
 
He warned that allowing Wal-Mart to take over Massmart would have far-
reaching implications for the local clothing industry.  
 
“If it (Wal-Mart) comes here, it will spend millions a day on 
advertisements. This means that local stores such as Woolworths, will 
suffer a serious knock and that will lead to retrenchments,” said Vavi.  
 
The South African government would eventually collect smaller revenue in 
the form of taxdes because many people would be laid off by retails shops 
that could not compete with Wal-Mart, he said.  
 
Cosatu wants Wal-Mart to agree to abide by local labour laws, source 75 
percent of goods locally and to offer better remuneration.  



 
He accused the chain store of sourcing cheap goods from countries known 
for exploiting workers.  
 
“The American experience tells us that they (Wal-Mart) don’t treat 
workers well. They are vampires. We must stop them,” he said.  
 
The Competition Commission last month recommended that the 
Competition Tribunal approve, without conditions, the proposed purchase 
of control of Massmart by Wal-Mart Stores.  
 
The tribunal has set aside four days from March 22 for hearings into the 
takeover, and is expected to hand down its decision within 10 business 
day.  
 
Vavi said unions affiliated to Cosatu would make submissions at the 
hearigns.  
 
“We believe that we must not only rely on government but do something 
ourselves,” he said. - Sapa  
www.iol.co.za 

 

Yemen: Huge demonstrations against regime 

 
 

 
 

Mass anger after 20 killed by security forces 
A Yemini socialist 2 March 2011 
 
1 March saw the biggest demonstrations, so far, in the mass opposition 
movement in Yemen, even larger then last Friday. One million people 
participated in Sanaa and Ibb respectively. Around 300,000 took part in 
Aden, despite the ongoing military seige and checkpoints in the city. 
500,000 demonstrated in Taiz, 200,000 in Mukalla and thousands in many 
other cities.  
 
The preparations for Friday’s mobilisations took place under different 
names. In Sana’a, it was ‘The unification Friday’, in Taiz ‘The stand-up 
Friday’ and in Aden, ‘Resistance Friday’.  
 
The response from the regime included banning Al-Jazeera’s from ‘Change 
Square’ in front of Sana’a university. They also paid a mob in Tahrir square 
to praise president Saleh and to demand so-called “stability” in the 
country. A similar attempt in Aden failed completely. Here the security 
forces used brutal force. Shotguns and even anti-aircraft arms were used 
against peaceful protesters. Twenty people were killed and more than 80 
people injured. Eighteen reporters from local media were arrested in Aden 
last Friday. Some were released on Sunday but others are still held in 
custody. After this massacre, even the UN and the British foreign minister 
were forced to make hypocritical criticism of the use of live ammunition, 
calling for the president to listen to the people.  
 
Because of the events in Aden, last Saturday, an influential member of the 
president’s party and the head of one of the strongest clans in Yemen, 
Hussein Al-Ahmar of Hashed, resigned from the party in front of 200,000 
people from his clan. He announced he was joining youth in their struggle 
against the regime. He added that neither he nor his rich and influential 
brothers would run for president.  
 



On Saturday also, 150 employees of the presidential office and palace 
went on strike, demanding an immediate end to corruption, arbitrary firing 
and hiring, and demanding wages that have not been paid for the last 
three months. The strike grew to 400 workers. They also demand the 
resignation of the head of the president’s office and the right to form a 
trade union.  
 
On Monday, Hameed Al-Ahmar advised the president, before Tuesday’s Day 
of Anger, “to work effectively and to appoint a president from the south”. 
He wanted the opposition to support this proposal. The people’s comment 
to this statement was “No to appointed presidents - Yes for the people’s 
righteousness!”  
 
An attempt was also made on Monday to unleash counter-revolution in 
Hudidah, a city well-known for sporting activities, but this failed. Two 
ministers were sent by the president to hire youth to act as thugs against 
the people protesting in the city square for five days. After failing the pay 
the thugs, however, the mayor resigned and the youth joined the 
protesters!  
 
No to deals with the regime!  
Tuesday 1 March witnessed the biggest mass demonstrations so far, in 
almost every Yemeni city. The main slogans, “People want the downfall of 
the regime” and “Peacefully, we will overthrow the regime”. Only in Taiz 
was there successful repression against a demonstration. The whole city 
was besieged by military checkpoints, where soldiers demanded from 
people ‘loyalty’ to the president.  
 
On Tuesday afternoon, the president gave a speech in which he accused 
his allies in the White House, “aiming to take down the Islamic-Arabic 
systems, running the operation in a room from Tel Aviv”. But the Yemeni 
people know that he is lying through his teeth, changing the colour of his 
political rhetoric faster than a chameleon. In September 2010, the same 
president allowed the US air force to make strikes in Yemen, supposedly 
against “Islamic terrorists”, which killed 60 civilians, of which 18 were 
children.  
 
Alongside the revolutionary movement now developing in Yemen, there are 
now attempts by pro-capitalist forces (a so-called “Wise Committee”) and 
the ‘official’ opposition to cut some kind of deal with the regime. 
However, ‘youth revolutionary committees’ rejected proposals from these 
forces for talks regarding “political reforms”.  
 
The revolution in Yemen continues to gain momentum. Already, five 
generals have declared they have joined the masses. The key to splitting 
and neutralising the army, to overthrow the regime, is to win over rank 
and file soldiers, by creating democratically run committees in the armed 
forces.  
 
Committees of workers and youth have been formed; these need to be 
organised on a democratic basis, and linked at all levels. To successfully 
back the courageous determination of the masses, it is necessary for the 
organised masses to discuss how to get rid of the regime and what kind of 
system should replace the present one. The struggle is for democratic 
rights, but also against corruption, feudalism, capitalism and imperialism.  
http://www.socialistworld.net/doc/4891 

 



New, sneaky way to raise prices 

 
 

 
 

Wendy Knowler 2 March 2011  
 
Cadbury's chocolate bars used to weigh 100g, but they have been shrunk to 
90g with no price change. 
 
Unless we keep our old bottles and tins, we’re likely to forget what the 
pack sizes of our favourite grocery items used to be, before manufacturers 
decided to sneakily shave off a few millilitres or grams, instead of simply 
raising prices of their goods.  
 
As reader Sonja Hibbers pointed out this week, our recipe books provide a 
record of the pack shrinkage.  
 
“I used to buy a lot of condensed milk last year to make fudge,” she 
wrote.  
 
“The recipe requires a 397g tin condensed milk, but despite an extensive 
search, I could only find 385g tins recently.  
 
“This is another example of how the public are made to believe they are 
buying the same amount of product, yet they are not.  
 
“You cannot see a difference in tin size, but how would this impact on the 
fudge recipe if you added 12g less of the key ingredient?  
 
“Do I now have to buy two tins of the stuff to ensure a successful batch of 
fudge?”  
 
Good question.  
 
I had the same thought when I made a cake at the weekend which had a 
“200g slab of whole nut chocolate” as the key ingredient.  
 
Not long ago Cadbury shrank the size of its slabs with the more expensive 
ingredients – such as nuts – from 200g to 180g and from 100g to 90g.  
 
Not wanting to use 20g less of the recipe’s main ingredient, I bought a 
180g slab as well as a 90g one, adding considerably to the cost of the cake. 
 
Thanks to all the readers who wrote to me after my last column on this 
pack shrinkage issue to point out that the iconic glass jar of All Gold 
tomato sauce had shrunk from 750g to 700g.  
 
Naturally, the “bigger” the brand, the bigger the outrage when the 
manufacturer is deemed to have tried to pull a fast one on its loyal 
customers.  
 
As I’ve highlighted before, only when we see a newly introduced 
downsized pack on the shelf with a label screaming, “Now in smaller 
pack!” will I accept that the manufacturer wasn’t hoping consumers 
wouldn’t notice.  
 
It’s a global trend, this pack shrinkage; one which many consumer activists 
have denounced.  
 
Last month’s Consumer Reports – the renowned US consumer publication – 
carried an article headlined Downsized! which began with this paragraph:  



 
“Georgia reader Brian Petrino looked at his Angel Soft toilet tissue, 
labelled ‘our thickest ever’, and fumed. The old roll had 352 sheets per 
roll; the new one had just 300 sheets, and they were narrower. ‘It should 
say ‘our smallest,’ he groused.”  
 
The writer goes on to comment: “No one likes a price hike, but what riles 
readers are the ways manufacturers hide their handiwork: indenting the 
bottom of containers (a favourite trick among peanut butter processors), 
making plastic wraps thinner, or whipping ice cream so that you pay for air 
instead of ingredients.”  
 
Downscaling the quality of the ingredient is another sneaky tactic 
employed by manufacturers in a bid to make their products “more 
affordable” to consumers, not to mention injecting chicken with a whole 
lot of brine, but that’s for another column!  
 
Last November, Canadian consumer watchdog Edgar Dworsky, was quoted 
in Postmedia News as saying: “It’s a sneaky way to pass on a price increase 
to consumers because the product package is either identical to what it 
was before or virtually identical, so the consumers think they’re buying 
the same product, but they’re not.  
 
“You’re getting less… and if you’re paying the same price and you’re 
getting less, that’s a bit of a rip-off.”  
 
And what really riles me is that it costs the manufacturers a tremendous 
amount to downsize their packs in their attempt to sneak a price increase 
on their customers – new bottles or cans, new label designs, the works – 
and that cost is ultimately borne by us as well.  
 
What to do?  
 
Well, other than make your feelings known to the manufacturers and 
publicly, make a habit of comparing pack sizes among competing brands, 
along with the price. - Pretoria News  
www.iol.co.za 

 

Fears for Durban polluter watchdog 

 
 

 
 

Tony Carnie 28 February 2011  
 
Durban’s award-winning air pollution department is being torn apart in a 
staff restructuring plan which threatens to emasculate the city’s ability to 
control big industries in south Durban.  
 
Siva Chetty, the air pollution official who set up the department nearly a 
decade ago after a public outcry about pollution and health problems in 
south Durban, has also resigned as head of the pollution control and risk 
management section.  
 
Insiders say the total staff complement of the pollution section is being 
chopped down by nearly 75 percent, and several experienced staff are 
looking for jobs in the private sector.  
 
“They are breaking up the whole department and taking this city 
backwards,” said a former staffer who maintains close contact with former 



colleagues.  
 
“This is tragic, because Durban is recognised as the leading municipality in 
the country in monitoring and managing air pollution.”  
 
The unit helps to monitor and license emissions from refineries and 106 
other industries in the city.  
 
A senior departmental official, who would not be named for fear of job 
security, said: “There are a lot of concerns about plans to absorb the 
permanent pollution staff into other areas of the health department and it 
looks like there will no longer be a stand-alone air pollution section.”  
 
Chetty refused to comment, though colleagues said he had clashed with 
city health chief Nomakhosi Gxagxisa about a new staff organogram which 
weakened the pollution control unit.  
 
Gxagxisa has worked at various state hospitals, including Umlazi’s Prince 
Mshiyeni Memorial Hospital. Last year, she was embroiled in a nepotism 
row after her son Nceba landed a job in the department she headed, but 
Gxagxisa denied she had played a role in his appointment.  
 
Insiders suggest that Gxagxisa wants to restructure the department to 
focus on primary health care issues, and redeploy staff from pollution 
control into other health posts.  
 
A former staffer who resigned to join the private sector said: “This is a big 
worry because it won’t take long for some big industry to sense a weakness 
in a unit which no longer has much experience or capacity.”  
 
“What is going on here?” asked Desmond D’Sa of the South Durban 
Community Environmental Alliance.  
 
Redundant  
 
“Siva Chetty is the most experienced municipal air pollution official in the 
city and probably the country, and now they are pushing him out by 
making his post redundant.  
 
“We are about to host a major world summit on climate change and this 
raises very serious questions about the city’s commitment to climate 
change, air quality and human health.  
 
“From what we are hearing, several officials have been given a hard time 
by Gxagxisa and are too scared to speak out.”  
 
D’Sa said the department was established after long-standing concerns 
about health and pollution problems came to a head in late 2000.  
 
“Nelson Mandela and Thabo Mbeki also intervened at various stages, and it 
took a huge effort to get local, provincial and national government 
together to start tackling the problems in Durban via the Multi-Point 
Pollution Plan.”  
 
A peer-reviewed medical study in 2002 showed that Merebank primary 
school children had one of the highest asthma rates in the world, and 
Chetty’s department has also pushed for a dedicated cancer registry in 
Durban to probe links between pollution and cancer in the area.  
 
Overall sulphur dioxide pollution levels in Durban have also dropped 



sharply in the past decade because of tougher emission control measures 
for big industries.  
 
“Now it looks like we are going back to business as usual for the big 
polluters,” said D’Sa.  
 
Bobby Peek, of the groundWork environmental justice group, said Chetty’s 
resignation could not have come at a worse time as Premier Zweli Mkhize 
had just announced plans to expand the petro-chemical industry in south 
Durban.  
 
“It is possible that Siva’s resignation is linked to internal politics, but how 
do we know that heavy industry has not been lobbying to move him aside? 
Perhaps there was a fear that his department was becoming a bit too 
powerful?”  
 
“I have had several big fallouts with him over the years,” said Peek, “but I 
also have a great respect for what he has achieved in difficult 
circumstances and he needs to be commended for his work.”  
 
The unit won a National Association for Clean Air award in 2009 for 
“dedication, innovation and consistent efforts in the long-term monitoring 
and reduction of air pollution”.  
 
A senior city official who works under the direct control of Gxagxisa, and 
did not wish to be named, said he feared he pollution unit could fall apart 
without a senior leader to motivate for budgets and political support.  
 
Gxagxisa and municipal manager Michael Sutcliffe have not responded to 
queries by The Mercury 
www.themercury.co.za 

 

 

Exposed: Special toll deal 

 
 

 
 

Louise Flanagan 25 February 2011 
 
The Gauteng government traded off control of the freeways to the SA 
National Roads Agency Ltd three years ago for a slice of the toll revenue.  
 
And when the deal was made, the intention was to toll all Gauteng’s 
freeways, including the inner-city M1 and M2.  
 
The toll cut was to be used to cross-subsidise public transport, and 
Gauteng apparently hoped to make 30c/km.  
 
The deal is contained in a memorandum of understanding (MoU) between 
Sanral and the province, and was described in a strategic business plan by 
the now defunct Gauteng Transport Management Authority (GTMA).  
 
There were also proposals for another fuel tax, and an extra tax on 
businesses with employees working within Gauteng cities.  
 
On Tuesday, in the wake of commuter fury at the proposed 66c/km toll 
fees for the upgraded freeways from June, Transport Minister S’bu 
Ndebele said the prices would be reconsidered.  



 
The day before, Premier Nomvula Mokonyane said her government was not 
opposed to tolls in principle, but was concerned about the lack of 
consultation in the tolls, “in particular with the Gauteng provincial 
government”.  
 
But the province’s deal with Sanral was done when Ignatius Jacobs was 
MEC for transport, roads and works. He is now an economic adviser to the 
premier.  
 
Yesterday, Mokonyane’s office said she would not comment on the tolls 
issue, and Jacobs could not be contacted.  
 
The provincial Department of Roads and Transport denied a deal had been 
made to make money from the tolls, and did not comment further.  
 
In March 2008, Gauteng signed at least one MoU with Sanral over the 
Gauteng Freeway Improvement Project; the then premier Mbhazima 
Shilowa and Sanral CEO Nazir Alli signed at least one MOU; and notices 
moving Gauteng roads into Sanral’s control were gazetted. Months later, 
Shilowa left both the government and the ANC.  
 
Shilowa said yesterday he was not aware of any deal for Gauteng to get 
any of the toll money, but that any such decision would have been made at 
the department level and would not have been discussed at provincial 
cabinet level.  
 
Jacobs told the Gauteng Legislature in June 2008: “Our department has 
signed a memorandum of understanding with Sanral which essentially 
appoints Sanral as the implementing agent for the upgrading and expansion 
of the network.”  
 
He didn’t mention what the province hoped to get out of the deal.  
 
One MoU seen by The Star simply hands over the R21 to Sanral without any 
indication of anything in return.  
 
The first strategic business plan for the newly established GTMA, written in 
July 2008, described the plan.  
 
The authority – set up under Jacobs’s then department – was disbanded 
early last year, and its work was taken over by the renamed provincial 
Department of Roads and Transport, now under MEC Bheki Nkosi.  
 
“The Gauteng provincial government (GPG) does not have the legislative 
power to toll roads for the purpose of generating revenue; as a result, the 
GPG has transferred the roads that are classified as national (schedule 1) 
to the South African National Roads Agency (Sanral),” reads the plan, 
under the Freeway Improvement Scheme heading.  
 
“In exchange, the GTMA and the department are jointly negotiating to get 
a portion of the revenue generated from these roads for upgrading and 
development in Gauteng. A portion of the revenue that accrues to the GPG 
is to be allocated to the GTMA and spent in terms of predetermined 
initiatives.”  
 
The GTMA plan estimated that Gauteng’s share of the tolls would be “plus-
minus R100 million per annum for all provincial roads that have been 
assigned to Sanral”.  
 



 
“The Freeway Improvement Scheme intends making all freeways in 
Gauteng toll roads, irrespective of the ownership of the freeways,” said 
the plan.  
 
“The inclusion of the municipal freeways M1 and M2 therefore still needs 
to be resolved.”  
 
Alli did not respond to a request for comment on , but has previously said 
toll fees were to be used only to fund the costs of building and maintaining 
those roads that were tolled.  
www.iol.co.za 

 

Ecuadoran grandma humbles U.S. oil giant  

 
 

 
 

Valeria Pacheco 24 February 2011  
 
RUMIPAMBA, Ecuador (AFP) – She has no legal training, and doesn't speak 
the Spanish that dominates government in Quito but indigenous villager 
Maria Aguinda helped bring a landmark judgment against US oil giant 
Chevron for polluting the rain forest she calls home. 
 
The diminutive grandmother whose modest home sits near marshes 
clogged for decades in sticky oil has been at the heart of the David-and-
Goliath case, and spoke out after Chevron was slapped last week with a 
$9.5-billion fine, among the heaviest ever handed down for environmental 
damage. 
 
"Before I die they have to pay me for the dead animals, and for what they 
did to the river, and the water and the earth," the 61-year-old Aguinda 
told AFP at her home in Rumipamba, a town in remote Orellana province 
where pollution caused by 30 years of oil drilling and petroleum accidents 
had become a sad fact of life. 
 
Texaco operated in the area between 1964 and 1990, and was bought in 
2001 by Chevron, which inherited Texaco's legal nightmare. 
 
"The demand (for compensation) is going on track," said the ethnic 
Quechua woman, pointing to a nearby spot marked by spillage from an oil 
well run by Texaco in the 1970s. 
 
"Mary Aguinda et al" are the opening words of the suit launched in 1993 on 
behalf of 30,000 residents of Orellana and Sucumbios provinces, in which 
they charge Texaco dumped billions of gallons of toxic crude during its 
operations, fouling rivers, lakes and soil and causing cancer deaths in 
indigenous communities. 
 
Aguinda said she believes her husband and two of his 10 children died from 
effects of the pollution, which rights group Amazon Watch says has 
affected an area the size of the US state of Rhode Island. 
 
Several of her family members "have skin problems, like fungus," Aguinda 
said as she lifted her granddaughter's foot off the dirt floor to show an 
outbreak on her leg. 
 
Chevron blames state-run Petroecuador, with which Texaco formed a 
consortium from 1972 until the US firm departed in 1992, of not doing its 



part in the clean-up agreed with the state. 
 
"When Texaco came we never thought they would leave behind such 
damage, never. Then it began to drill a well and set up burn pits," she 
said, helped in translation by her son William Grefa. 
 
"It changed our life: hunting, fishing, and other food, it's all finished." 
 
She skeptically eyes the ongoing cleanup of a marsh just meters from her 
house, where workers dressed in oil-stained yellow overalls dredge thick 
black ooze into suction pipes. 
 
Aguinda said the spill is leftover from a Texaco storage pool which 
overflowed into the marshes during 1987-1990 operations of the Auca 
South 1 well about 200 meters (656 feet) from Rumipamba. 
 
Texaco performed operational repairs in the area in the 1990s, and oil 
extraction continues in the region, according to Grefa. 
 
Six months ago, a dozen workers from Petroecuador, which has managed 
the concession since 1990, began cleaning up the marshes, reviving bitter 
memories within the community of the slow-motion disaster. 
 
The company "made arrangements, but they covered everything with sticks 
and earth and nothing more," said Grefa, a member of the Assembly of 
People Affected by Texaco, which represents the 30,000 indigenous people 
in the suit. 
 
The operation has done little to improve conditions, Aguinda said. 
 
"With the cleanup that Texaco left, the air is just unbearable. I can't live 
above the oil," groaned Aguinda, who grew visibly irritated talking about 
the disaster.  
 
"If someone comes here from Texaco" he'll get "pepper in his eyes," she 
winced.  
 
A strong petroleum smell permeates Rumipamba, home to nine families, 
some of whom complain of headaches. Several areas of Sucumbios are also 
contaminated, according to the plaintiffs, who argue that merely sinking a 
shovel into the ground yields a thick layer of crude.  
 
Chevron, which has called the judgment "illegitimate and unenforceable," 
has asked a judge in Ecuador for clarification of the ruling as it seeks to 
appeal.  
 
The court last week announced a penalty against Chevron of $8.6 billion 
with an additional 10 percent for environment management costs.  
 
The plaintiffs, too, plan to appeal, saying the ruling fails to adequately 
compensate for certain damages and illness. They were seeking more than 
$27 billion in their  
news.yahoo.com 

 

Greek riot police, protesters clash during strike 

 
 Yahoo News 23 February 2011 



 
 

 
ATHENS, Greece – Young demonstrators hurled rocks and fire bombs at riot 
police as clashes broke out Wednesday in Athens during a mass rally 
against austerity measures, part of a general strike that crippled services 
and public transportation around the country. 
 
Police fired tear gas and flash grenades at protesters, blanketing parts of 
the city center in choking smoke. Thousands of peaceful demonstrators ran 
to side streets to take cover. A police officer was attacked and his uniform 
caught fire in the city's main Syntagma Square, and his motorcycle was 
burned. 
 
At least two people were injured and another three arrested. One group of 
rioting youths smashed paving stones in front of the central Bank of 
Greece, but there were no immediate reports of any serious damage. 
 
More than 30,000 protesters attended the Athens rally, which had been 
calm before the clashes. Protesters chanting "Don't obey the rich — Fight 
back!" marched to parliament as the city center was heavily policed. A 
brass band, tractors and cyclists joined the rally. 
 
The rally was part of Greece's first major labor protest this year as Prime 
Minister George Papandreou's Socialist government faces international 
pressure to make more lasting cuts after the nation's debt-crippled 
economy was rescued from bankruptcy by the European Union and the 
International Monetary Fund. 
 
The 24-hour strike halted trains, ferries and most public transport across 
the country, and led to the cancellation of more than 100 flights at Athens 
International Airport. The strike also the closed the Acropolis and other 
major tourist sites. 
 
State hospital doctors, ambulance drivers, pharmacists, lawyers and tax 
collectors joined school teachers, journalists and thousands of small 
businesses as more middle-class groups took part in the protest than have 
in the past. Athens' main shopping district was mostly empty, as many 
small business owners shuttered their stores. 
 
Unions are angry at the ongoing austerity measures put in place by the 
Socialist government in exchange for a euro110 billion ($150 billion) 
bailout loan package from European countries and the IMF. 
 
Stathis Anestis, deputy leader of Greece's largest union, the GSEE, said 
workers should not be asked to make more sacrifices during a third straight 
year of recession. 
 
"The measures forced on us by the agreement with our lenders are harsh 
and unfair. ... We are facing long-term austerity with high unemployment 
and destabilizing our social structure," Anestis told The Associated Press. 
"What is increasing is the level of anger and desperation ... If these harsh 
policies continue, so will we." 
 
Elsewhere, about 15,000 people rallied and minor scuffles broke out in 
Greece's second largest city, Thessaloniki, while Anestis said around 60 
demonstrations were being planned in cities and towns across Greece. He 
said the GSEE was in talks with European labor unions to try and 
coordinate future strikes with other EU countries. 
 
Earlier this month, international debt monitors said Greece needed a 
"significant acceleration" of long-term reforms to avoid missing its 



economic targets. It also urged the Socialist government to embark on a 
euro50 billion ($68 billion) privatization program to pay for some of its 
mounting national debt that is set to exceed 150 percent of the GDP this 
year. 
 
The IMF has said some of the frequent demonstrations against the Greek 
government's reforms were being carried out by groups angry at losing 
their "unfair advantages and privileges." 
 
AP Television's Theodora Tongas and AP writer Costas Kantouris in 
Thessaloniki contributed to this report 
news.yahoo.com 

 
 
Live updates from the General Strike 
www.occupiedlondon.org 23 February 2011 
 
15:05 (GMT+2) Athens: Mixed blocks of people are gathering in front of the 
parliament and are calling for everyone to join them there. People from 
Exarchia are trying to form an assembly. Many reports say that the crowd 
size is similar to that of the May 5th, 2010 demo (around 250,000 people). 
Thousands of demonstrators are still in the streets around Exarchia and 
Propylaea and are trying to access Syntagma Square. Numerous riot police 
block the streets. In many places throughout Athens, protestors are 
throwing stones and the police are firing teargas and flash bang grenades. 
There have been an unknown number of arrests. Central metro stations 
have been closing for short periods. A mixed crowd of people still occupies 
Syntagma Square. 
 
14:28 (GMT+2) Thessaloniki: Police tried to break the demo by attacking 
with a large amount of teargas and with flash bang grenades. A lot of ATMs 
have been smashed, and clashes continue in Aristotelous Square and the 
streets around it. 
 
14:10 (GMT+2) Athens is like a gas chamber. There are violent clashes all 
over, and many demonstrators have been injured, including old people and 
the handicapped. There are a lot of undercover cops in hoods. People are 
still on the streets and defending themselves. 
 
13:57 (GMT+2) Athens: The demo has been teargassed all over and has 
been cut into many parts. There are clashes all over Athens and there are 
reports of police motorbikes on fire. Some random arrests. People tried to 
storm the ministry of finance in Syntagma. 
 
13:40 (GMT+2) Athens: Thousands of people have gathered at Syntagma 
Square. A lot of teargas has been used in an attempt to disperse the 
crowd. Molotovs have been thrown at riot police outside parliament. 
 
12:53 (GMT+2) The demonstration is one of the biggest Athens has seen in 
recent years. Great weather and good spirit. People are slowly heading to 
Syntagma square. 
 
12:50 (GMT+2), Athens: The demo is huge. Some reports say that it’s larger 
than last year’s great general strike demos. The corrupt president of GSEE 
(General Confederation of Greek Workers), Panagopoulos, was provoked by 
protesters. PAME (the syndicalist union of Greek “Communist” Party) 
organized a separate demo as usual, which also has thousands of people. 
The head of the demo has already reached Syntagma square (outside 
parliament) while thousands have not started marching yet. Secret cops 



have detained more people carrying bags. 
 
 
12:30 (GMT+2), Athens: “Preventive” detentions of grassroots union 
workers. Thousands of people still gathering. Many secret cops around 
Exarheia and the streets around. 
 
Thessalonica: Secret cops were chased by demonstrators. Some CCTV 
cameras were destroyed as the march began. 
 
Patras: Maybe more than 4000 people are marching on the central streets 
of the city. Migrants have also joined the demo. 
 
12:00 (GMT+2): Thousands of people are gathering in central points of 
Athens, Patras, Thessalonica etc. The marches have not begun yet as more 
people are coming out to the streets. Thousands of cops (riot police, 
motorcycle and secret cops) are also moving around the gathering points 
trying to terrorize people that are going to the demos. According to the 
authorities, police forces from many places have moved to Athens to join 
the suppression plan. 
www.occupiedlondon.org 

 

Strikes continue in Egypt despite military threats 

 
 

 
 

LibCom 23 February 2011 
 
Despite threats from Egypt's new military government that the wave of 
strikes which has swept the country will no longer be tolerated, 15,000 
workers at Misr Spinning and Weaving in Al-Mahalla al-Kubra are continuing 
a strike and sit in.  
 
The strike, which began in support of the protests which ousted former 
president Hosni Mubarak stopped temporarily after he stood down. 
However, it started again three days later laying out demands for wage 
increases and the resignation of Fuad Abdel Alim, the company head who is 
accused of corruption and mismanaging the company, along with three 
other executives. The factory is the largest in Egypt. 
 
The minimum wage was raised by court order in Egypt last year from 400 
LE ($68) to 1200 LE ($204), but never implemented across the country. The 
implementation of this minimum wage along with an increase in monthly 
bonuses by up to 300% is a key demand. The workers are also demanding 
the creation of an independent trade union and the re-instatement of all 
sacked labour leaders, and the right to counselling and employment 
opportunities for the children of workers.  
 
Likewise, 6,000 workers at Damietta Spinning and Weaving struck, similarly 
demanding the resignation of the executive board.  
libcom.org 

 

'Charge Iron Mike' 

 
 

 
Paddy Harper (City Press) 20 February 2011 
 



 A damning audit report outlining alleged irregularities in housing  
contracts worth more than R3.5 billion by the eThekwini municipality  
recommends that criminal or disciplinary charges be brought against city  
manager Mike Sutcliffe and three other senior officials. 
 
The report, by auditors Ngubane & Co, will be tabled on Tuesday at a  
meeting of the city’s executive committee. 
 
The report, a copy of which City Press has seen, calls for criminal  
charges or disciplinary action to be brought against Sutcliffe; his  
deputy in charge of procurement, Derek Naidoo; housing head Coughlan  
Pather; and procurement head Themba Shezi. 
 
It also recommends punitive action against members of the city’s tender  
adjudication committee and the suspension of housing contracts awarded  
by them in Chatsworth. 
 
Ngubane & Co conducted the investigation at the request of the city’s  
internal audit unit. 
 
Sutcliffe and his administration have challenged the methodology and  
legitimacy of the Ngubane report and Pather has threatened to sue – much  
to the displeasure of the city’s mayor, Obed Mlaba. 
 
Mlaba has, in response, commissioned a further forensic audit after the  
release of a highly critical auditor-general’s report for the 2009/2010  
year which lashes the city over its dysfunctional supply chain  
management system and the irregular use of emergency measures to 
bypass  
tender procedures. 
 
The ANC provincial leadership has backed Mlaba, who City Press  
understands will this week appoint an independent forensic firm to deal  
with the issues raised by Ngubane and the auditor-general. 
 
The auditor-general’s report also identifies 53 contracts, valued at  
R16.8?million, awarded illegally to councillors or companies whose  
owners or shareholders work for the city. It also found that contracts  
valued at R42.5?million were given to government employees outside the 
city. 
 
The auditor-general’s report has still not been officially tabled before  
the city’s executive committee. 
Government insiders say Mlaba’s decision to order a further forensic  
probe, based on an executive committee resolution taken on February 8,  
will close any potential loopholes in the Ngubane report. 
 
There might also be an element of political expediency: if the city does  
not act on the auditor-general’s report, the provincial government will  
be forced to do so. If they fail to act, cooperative governance minister  
Sicelo Shiceka will be constitutionally forced to do so. 
 
Sutcliffe and Naidoo are both ANC deployees. 
 
ANC KwaZulu-Natal spokesperson Makhosi Khoza said while some of the  
problems outlined in the reports might be legally permissible, they were  
“morally questionable”. 
 
“People need to see good governance taking place and we understand that 
there needs to be mechanisms in place to prevent the repetition of  



this,” Khoza said. 
 
The ANC would wait for Mlaba’s audit to be completed and then begin “a  
political process” around the activities of councillors and city  
officials. Those found guilty would be dealt with “legally and politically”. 
 
A member of the ANC’s eThekwini executive said they had to act before  
the May local government poll or face the disclosures being used as a  
campaign tool by opposition parties. 
 
“Heads have to roll before the elections, particularly with the contents  
of the reports being in the public domain. It has to be a big fish and  
Mike is the big fish in the city. 
 
“Mike is legally responsible as city manager for the things that have  
gone wrong. He is going to have to take the fall. We cannot go into the  
elections with this hanging over our heads,” the source said. 
 
In January the national human settlements ministry took R200?million  
back from the discretionary fund allocated to KwaZulu-Natal. Premier  
Zweli Mkhize told City Press recently that much of the money was  
earmarked for housing in eThekwini, but that human settlements MEC  
Maggie Govender had rightly refused to pay the city because of the large  
number of housing projects under investigation. 
 
Mlaba’s spokesperson, Thabo Mofokeng, said the findings of the new probe  
and other reports would be tabled at council before action was taken. 
 
Sutcliffe has, for the past two weeks, failed to respond to phone calls,  
text messages and emails from City Press on the matter. Attempts to  
secure Naidoo’s comment were also unsuccessful. 
www.citypress.co.za 

 
 
ANC jostles for power as Iron Mike sidesteps protocol 
Paddy Harper (City Press) 30 January 2011 
 
A bid by eThekwini municipal manager Mike Sutcliffe to have his R1.6  
million-a-year contract extended after June seems to have blown up in  
his face. 
 
ANC leaders in the province were irked that Sutcliffe was quoted in a  
local Sunday newspaper saying that he wanted to extend his contract  
beyond June to run Durban’s Olympic bid. 
 
They said he had ignored party structures to “lobby” for an extension  
when the party’s deployment committee was still dealing with councillor  
lists and had not yet begun discussing administrative appointments. 
 
The renewed tension with the ANC leaders couldn’t have come at a worse  
time. On Thursday a provincial auditor-general’s report indicated that  
the city had incurred R500 million in “irregular expenditure” in the  
past financial year. 
 
Sutcliffe’s contract, which expired before the World Cup, was extended  
to allow him to oversee tournament-related projects. 
 
A senior member of the ANC provincial executive said the leadership was  



“concerned” about Sutcliffe’s comments. 
 
“Mike is old in the ANC and he of all people knows this is not the way  
things are done. There is already a debate about the need for new  
leadership at city manager level, but these things can only happen after  
a new provincial executive is elected and once the issue of who the new  
city leadership will be is settled by the deployment committee,” he said. 
 
“He (Sutcliffe) has great skills, but has been in the position for a  
very long time. How can we transform and move into the future without  
developing new leadership.” 
 
However, Sutcliffe denied lobbying for the extension, saying his  
comments had been taken out of context and refused to comment further. 
 
He said: “There is no issue here. I have a contract that ends in June  
and we’ll see after that. I am here to answer questions about the city,  
not about this.” 
 
Following the death of eThekwini ANC chairperson John Mchunu,  
Sutcliffe’s relationship with the regional leadership has suffered. 
 
Another ANC source said: “There is a feeling, rightly or wrongly, that  
Mike did the bidding of the former chair to the detriment of the region.  
He does not enjoy a good relationship with the current regional  
leadership and this may get worse with the coming elections.” 
 
The ANC’s alliance partners also favoured a change, having been  
fiercely critical of several deals done under Sutcliffe’s tenure. 
 
The likely candidate for his job – perhaps the most sought-after  
administrative post in the province as it controls a budget of R26  
billion a year – is former ANC member of provincial legislature Cyril  
Xaba, adviser to Premier Zweli Mkhize. 
www.citypress.co.za 

 

US cities face financial collapse 

 
 

 
 

Znet 17 February 2011 
 
Overdrawn US cities could face financial collapse in 2011, defaulting on 
hundreds of billions of dollars of borrowings and derailing the US economic 
recovery. 
 
But as cities are choosing between devastation and default, analysts say 
really it’s about the fall of American cities and the coming collapse of the 
Union. 
 
It’s the reality America cannot escape, news of debt cash-strapped cities 
and states all over the country. All together it could amount to two trillion 
dollars and a bill many of them may not be able to pay. 
 
“The problem of the state and local debt is more serious than the real 
estate bubble,” said Michael Hudson, Wall Street analyst and professor of 
economics at the University of Missouri. 
 
Serious because with millions of Americans still unemployed and losing 



their homes, there isn't enough taxpayer money to pay creditors. Local 
governments which aren't allowed to operate in the red must come up with 
the cash. This means some may be choosing between default and 
devastation. 
 
“I think most cities will be able to avoid default by cutting services,” said 
Joe Weisenthal, deputy editor at The Business Insider. 
 
Cities and states coast-to-coast seem to be trying the latter route and the 
toll it's taking on the streets of America is undeniable. 
 
Camden, New Jersey is the second most dangerous city in the country. You 
didn't see many cops on the streets to begin with and now you may rarely 
see any. The city's had to lay off nearly half of their police force. 
 
In Detroit a city where people have been too broke to bury their dead, the 
city is too broke to repair dying infrastructure, to fix roads or lights. 
 
In the desert state of Arizona, cuts have been a matter of life and death. 
Organ transplant patients have died since the state cut funding for the 
victims. 
 
In New York City huge piles of uncollected garbage are the alleged result 
of budget cuts. 
 
“There isn’t enough wasteful spending to cut you do have to cut services 
people depend on,” Weisenthal pointed out. 
 
Analysts say the slashing will amount to an increase in unemployment and 
a lowering of wages dragging more Americans down and the economy with 
it. Meanwhile, they say the prospect of bankruptcies threaten the pensions 
of public workers and may cause a run on municipal bonds. 
 
Either scenario seems to be causing a widespread decline in the American 
city, once relegated to ancient history. 
 
"It's a feedback toward economic shrinking, downsizing, and de-
urbanization,” Hudson predicted. “Exactly the same thing happened in the 
Roman Empire when in the end Rome was left almost a deserted city and 
all of the production shifted back onto the land. That's what you’re faced 
with here although the land on this case will be abroad rather than in the 
United States." 
 
Investment that flees to other countries threatening to take with it the 
American dream. 
 
Richard Wolff, a professor of economics emeritus at the University of 
Massachusetts explained people without jobs, without secure income, 
impact city taxation because people spend much less bringing in less 
revenue to cities. 
 
Cities are proposing deep cuts to public services and laying off staff, both 
of which could deepen the crisis, he argued. 
 
“It will mean fewer teachers, teachers with less material to help your 
children learn. Fewer fire machines to help deal with fires. Fewer police 
personnel, fewer health councilors, fewer highway workers. It’s going to 
translate into a diminished quality of life,” Wolff explained. “We need 
more services and better services from the government, not fewer. It’s 
going to impact everyone.” 



 
The government and a number of corporations are suggesting a new type 
of bond that would allow for more and increased government borrowing. 
 
Wolff said such a program might look good in the short-term, but in the 
long run it only furthers the problem. The government will only delay 
making it’s cuts to services and programs, and use the bonds as an excuse 
in the future to do so as debt builds 
 
In addition, a number of cities and states are considering bankruptcy as an 
option. 
 
“It does two things that are immediately extremely dangerous,” remarked 
Wolff. “You are saying to all the people to whom you have obligations that 
you can’t meet them. Then immediately begins an intense struggle 
utilizing lots of lawyers as all of the people who have a claim on the 
bankrupt city of state try and make sure they get their money back.” 
 
This will inspire employees, pensioners, bond holders and others to fight 
furiously for their claim, adding a new problem to the already compounded 
financial issues. 
www.zcommunications.org  
 
Permission to reprint Professor Wolff's writing and videos is granted on an 
individual basis. Please contact profwolff@rdwolff.com to request 
permission. We reserve the right to refuse or rescind permission at any 
time. 

 

KZN water turning into green algae soup 

 
 

 
 

Independent Newspapers 16 February 2011 
 
A growing torrent of sewage and industrial waste is fouling up  
KwaZulu-Natal?s water supplies, with the result that water quality in  
several rivers and dams is now classified as ?poor? or ?unsatisfactory?. 
 
Inanda Dam, Durban?s main source of drinking water, is also starting to  
turn into a green soup of algae and chlorophyll ? including toxic  
species that are harmful to health and therefore push up the costs of  
purification. 
 
Some of the problems at Inanda have been blamed on regular sewage  
overflows from overloaded and neglected treatment works in the  
cash-strapped Msunduzi municipality, and there are fears that Inanda Dam  
could degenerate to the same extent as Gauteng?s heavily polluted  
Hartebeespoort Dam. While millions of rand are being spent on  
rehabilitation, experts fear it will take several decades for that dam  
to recover. 
 
The increasing load of pollution from industry and residential areas is  
adding to the problem across the province, and two waste-recycling  
companies in Cato Ridge have recently been fined for polluting soil and  
a nearby wetland. 
 
Chris Fennemore, of eThekwini?s water pollution and environment branch,  
said the owners of the Metsep waste-acid factory and the Oilshore  
waste-oil processing plant in Cato Zulu Industrial Park had been fined. 
 



The Water Affairs Department is also considering further action after  
inspectors visited the Oilshore site last month and found it to be ?an  
enormous mess?. 
 
Storage tanks had overflowed, but it is unclear who will pay for the  
clean-up costs because the company has gone into voluntary liquidation. 
 
The pollution problems at Cato Ridge came to light after repeated  
complaints by DA councillor Jean Lindsay and DA MPL Gareth Morgan. 
 
At provincial level, the latest Umgeni Water audit report shows that  
water quality in rivers and dams inland of Durban and Pietermaritzburg  
has worsened, partly as a result of recent heavy rains. 
 
The December 2010 report shows that water quality is ?unsatisfactory? at  
the Inanda, Shongweni and EJ Smith dams, while quality is rated ?poor?  
for several sections of the Mooi, Mgeni, Umsunduzi, Dorpspruit and  
Sterkspruit rivers. It also shows that toxic forms of algae have been  
found at Inanda Dam ?at levels of concern?. 
 
While Umgeni Water drinking water quality was rated as 99.95 percent  
compliant during December, several wastewater treatment works did not  
comply with legal standards. 
 
Last year, water discharged from the Darvill sewage treatment works did  
not comply with standards 27 percent of the time. About 18 percent of  
samples from the Howick sewage works were non-compliant, while at the  
Albert Falls works non-compliance ranged from 29 percent to 45 percent. 
 
Costs 
Bianca McKelvey, of the Wildlife and Environment Society, said: ?It  
always costs a lot less money to avoid problems than it does to try and  
clean them up afterwards.? 
 
Thys Badenhorst, acting chief director of the Water Affairs Department  
in KZN, said: ?At this stage (water quality) is not a major disaster,  
but we would like to do something before it ends up like Hartebeespoort.? 
 
A working committee had been set up with staff from his department and  
the eThekwini municipality and Umgeni Water. Badenhorst could not  
comment on whether the pollution was related to the collapse of  
municipal finances at the Msunduzi municipality, but confirmed that his  
department was contributing to the rehabilitation of the Darvill  
treatment works and sewer lines in Pietermaritzburg. 
 
He said there was poor design and lack of refurbishment of sewer systems  
and ?to solve these problems is going to cost? a couple of hundred  
million rand?. 
 
Metsep technical director Ken Oosthuizen did not return messages. Allan  
Botha, of Penta Properties, which works with the Oilshore factory, said  
the cost of containing the pollution would have to be claimed through  
the liquidator. 

 

ANC is accused of abuse 

 
 

 
Anna Majavu 15 February 2011 
 



 THE Grahamstown Unemployed People's Movement has cried foul after its 
leaders spent a day in jail for protesting against the high rate of rape and 
allegedly undrinkable water in the area 
 
About 300 UPM members occupied the Makana municipality last Thursday 
and then burnt tyres in Phaphamani, Joza and Phumlani townships in 
Grahamstown as part of the protest. 
 
UPM chairperson Ayanda Kota said his organisation had a list of grievances 
against the ANC, which he accused of oppressing them. 
 
"It is oppression at the hands of the ANC that has driven us into the 
rebellion of the poor," Kota told Sowetan. 
 
"For more than 10 months we had to live without water. 
 
"When we do get water it is not suitable for human consumption. 
Temporary teachers' contracts are not renewed, so there are 11 vacant 
teacher's posts at the Mary Waters School. 
 
"In Thembeni, Phaphamani, Extension 6 and 7, Zolani, Tantyi, and 
eLuxolweni people are still using the bucket system. Half of Grahamstown 
does not have toilets 17 years into democracy. Unemployment is at around 
70percent. The jobs that do exist are allocated on the basis of party 
political loyalty," Kota said. 
 
He said the UPM also protested against the increase of rape in the area. 
 
"One of the people that was raped and killed was Zingiswa Centwa, a pupil 
at Nombulelo High School," he said. 
 
UPM spokesperson Xola Mali said it was unfair that he, Kota, Nombulelo 
Yame (UPM deputy chairperson) and local resident Ntombentsha Budaza 
were arrested. 
 
Makana municipal spokesperson Thandi Matebese said yesterday he could 
not immediately comment. 
 
Mali, Kota, Yame and Budaza are now out on bail. Their bail conditions say 
they may not organise any protests and must stay at least 100m away from 
the council offices and magistrate's court. 
www.sowetanlive.co.za 

 
 
Chaos as police fire rubber bullets in G'Town  
David Macgregor & Zandi Radebe 10 February 2011  
 
Police fired rubber bullets and shotguns loaded with rocksalt at angry 
residents of Phaphamani township outside Grahamstown on Thursday 
during a march to protest high crime rates and the lack of service delivery, 
reporters on the scene said. 
 
Dispatch reporter David Macgregor said at least 100 people were involved 
in a tense stand-off with police after shots were fired earlier on Thursday 
to disperse the crowd. 
 
"People are protesting, saying the area they live in was not safe and that 
the municipality was not listening to them," Macgregor said. 
 



Freelance journalist Zandi Radebe said the protest started around 8pm last 
night when residents staged a sit-in at the Makana Municipal offices in the 
scenic university town.  
 
The sit-in and protest were organised by two local non-governmental 
organisations: the Woman's Social Movement and the Unemployed People's 
Movement. 
 
It focused on the high incidence of rape in Phaphamani, as well as 
unhappiness over crumbling RDP housing and a demand that the bucket 
toilet system be replaced with modern facilities. 
 
Radebe said police broke up the sit-in late Wednesday and when protesters 
tried to march to the council offices on Thursday, they were told the 
march was illegal. 
 
Police then fired on the crowds. No serious injuries were immediately 
apparent. 
 
Three leaders - a woman belonging to the Womens' Social Forum and two 
men from the Unemployed People's Movement were arrested and charged 
with public violence. 
 
They were expected to appear in court on Friday. 
 
Radebe said the situation remained tense with residents burning tyres and 
blocking the access road to Phaphani. 
 
The Makana Municipality was not immediately available for comment 
http://www.sacsis.org.za/site/home/members.asp?iMem=JaneD 

 

R4bn toll contract fury 

 
 

 
 

Angelique Serrao and Louise Flanagan (Independent Newspapers) 14 February 
2011 
 
Motorists will be paying through their noses to use Gauteng’s upgraded 
freeway system – but a large chunk of the proceeds will flow straight out 
of the country.  
 
The Star has established that it will cost billions to collect the province’s 
tolls, and the work will be done by a mainly foreign-owned consortium.  
 
The consortium has boasted on its website of the “handsome profits” it 
expects to make from running Gauteng’s freeways over the next eight 
years, while the South African National Roads Agency Ltd (Sanral) last 
week caused fury among commuters with its announcement that ordinary 
citizens would be expected to pay as much as 66c/km in tolls.  
 
A week after the announcement, the fury continues.  
 
Thami Bolani, chairperson of the National Consumer Forum, said they 
would be issuing an open letter to the minister of transport today. The 
letter calls for the creation of a forum made up of companies and 
organisations that are likely to be affected by the new tolls, and to be part 
of a discussion around the high tariffs.  
 



“What this is is anti-people; you are penalising people for using the roads,” 
he said.  
 
Cosatu spokesman Patrick Craven said the union federation opposed the 
tolling system and that a company would be making huge profits from 
something that could have an adverse effect on the economy. “Roads are a 
public service, and not for anyone to make a profit from,” he said.  
 
He added that Cosatu was concerned about the effects, in particular the 
higher inflation the toll was likely to cause.  
 
Craven also said the federation was concerned that the tolls would cause 
greater congestion on alternative routes.  
 
In 2009, Sanral handed out a contract for R1.16 billion to a consortium to 
run the electronic tolling (e-toll) system, which is part of the R20bn 
budget for the Gauteng Freeway Improvement Project.  
 
The Star has established that the cost of the contract has increased to 
R4.56bn.  
 
The contract for the “implementation and operations” of the e-tolling 
system was awarded to the Electronic Toll Collection joint venture.  
 
The Star has established that this deal involves a South African business, 
TMT Services and Supplies, and the Austrian-headquartered Kapsch 
TrafficCom AG.  
 
At the time, TMT had 35 percent of the contract and Kapsch 65 percent.  
 
Part of the e-toll contract was then subcontracted to South African IT 
business GijimaAst, a company that ended up in a legal wrangle with Home 
Affairs over an identity document contract.  
 
Seven months after Sanral’s announcement of the tender award, Kapsch 
revealed it had increased its shares in TMT to 51.43 percent – which means 
the business is primarily foreign owned – and websites boasted about the 
profits from a R4.56bn contract.  
 
Sanral CEO Nazir Alli confirmed the R3.4bn extra was fees to the 
consortium for operating the system for up to eight years.  
 
Sanral, had not previously indicated that the total cost of the tender to 
build and operate the e-toll system, excluding the building of the gantries, 
was R4.56bn.  
www.iol.co.za 

 

Report fingers top Durban officials 

 
 

 
 

Wendy Jasson da Costa 11 February 2011  
 
Durban mayor Obed Mlaba wasn't prepared to divulge any of the report's 
details. Photo: Bongiwe Mchunu 
 
The eThekwini municipality is sitting on a damning forensic report that 
fingers some of the city’s top officials for alleged financial irregularities.  
 



The report, which follows an investigation by Durban accounting and 
forensic investigations firm, Ngubane and Co, calls for disciplinary action 
and investigation into the city’s financial affairs.  
 
The report has not been tabled or given to all executive committee 
members but was discussed at a closed committee meeting this week. 
Municipal manager Mike Sutcliffe and city treasurer Krish Kumar were 
asked to leave that meeting, although the reasons are unknown at this 
stage.  
 
On Thursday eThekwini mayor Obed Mlaba said he was not prepared to 
divulge any of the report’s details.  
 
Questioned on who the report fingered and what it said about Sutcliffe, 
Mlaba said: “Whether the city manager is in trouble or not, I don’t know at 
this stage.”  
 
Mlaba said no other information would be coming from him as the 
municipality’s financial issues were under investigation and he would not 
respond to rumours or allegations by the opposition.  
 
“We are a committee (exco), we act as a collective, even as different 
parties.”  
 
This comes amid reports of tensions between Mlaba and Sutcliffe, with the 
mayor allegedly feeling that he had been isolated by senior officials on 
mayoral decisions.  
 
These tensions, it is alleged, date back to the days of the late ANC 
regional chairman, John Mchunu, who was apparently the only one briefed 
and consulted by Sutcliffe on major decisions affecting the city.  
 
Earlier this week, Desmond Msomi, the managing director of Ngubane and 
Co, confirmed the existence of the report, but said he could not divulge 
anything about the investigation as the firm had been commissioned by the 
municipality’s internal audit unit and was bound by confidentiality rules.  
 
DA councillor Tex Collins on Thursday said he did not have a copy of the 
report, but “information at hand suggests that several highly placed 
individuals within the administration should in fact be suspended pending 
the outcome of further forensic investigations”.  
 
Apart from the Ngubane report and the 2009/10 audit report, which has 
not yet been made public, Mlaba this week called for another full-scale 
investigation into the city’s money matters.  
 
In his 2009/10 audit report, auditor-general Terence Nombembe 
highlighted the city’s R532 million in irregular expenditure as well as its 
lack of internal controls and supply chain management contraventions.  
 
That report also underlined 25 cases of alleged procurement fraud and 
irregularities, as well as the delivery of municipal housing which was under 
investigation.  
 
In his State of the Nation address on Thursday night, President Jacob Zuma 
said the government had directed the Special Investigating Unit to probe 
alleged maladministration or corruption in various government 
departments, municipalities and institutions.  
 
The unit’s Willie Hofmeyr on Thursday night confirmed that the agency 



was investigating housing irregularities in the municipality.  
 
Minority Front councillor Patrick Pillay said: “The writing is on the wall, 
the days of irregular and wasteful expenditure are over. The flouting of 
tender regulations and usage of section 36 freely and without due 
consideration to the city and its ratepayers will soon be over.”  
 
Sutcliffe and Kumar could not be reached for comment on Thursday night. 
- The Mercury  
 

 

Media slam DA's Majavu blacklisting 

 
 

 
 

Marianne Merten 11 February 2011  
 
One of the participants in a march to Parliament in Cape Town in support 
of concerns over media freedom - highlighted by the recent blacklisting of 
a Sowetan journalist by the DA. 
 
The DA’s blacklisting of a Sowetan journalist sets a “problematic 
precedent”, says Jane Duncan, professor and chairwoman of the Media and 
Information Society at Rhodes University.  
 
It was of concern if any political party that carried public power took a 
step to stem the flow of information in this way, she said on Thursday.  
 
“If they have concerns, they are not dealing with the problem by refusing 
to provide information to that journalist. They should continue to take the 
concerns to the Press Ombudsman to establish systematic bias,” Duncan 
said.  
 
“If the journalist is biased, it will come out in the wash.”  
 
DA executive director of communications and research Ross van der Linde 
is quoted in Thursday’s Sowetan as confirming the party had cut all 
communication with Anna Majavu, adding it was not obliged to send 
information to any individual or organisation.  
 
“Majavu is not a journalist. Some journalists and editors disagree with our 
policies and views, and they are entitled to do so. But Anna Majavu is a 
former South African Municipal Workers’ Union (Samwu) spin doctor, who 
has a particular political agenda,” he said.  
 
The DA’s decision followed a complaint to the press ombudsman over a 
story which linked one of its MPs, and two metro police officers, to the 
shooting with rubber bullets of two children in Khayelitsha. The story was 
based on the outcome of an arbitration process.  
 
In September, the press ombudsman directed the Sowetan to publish a 
correction of a sentence that incorrectly attributed a statement to the 
arbitrator, as well as a summary of the ruling. The newspaper was also 
reprimanded for a misleading headline.  
 
The DA’s communication director, Gareth van Onselen, said on Thursday 
the newspaper had “failed properly to comply”, adding the DA had a long 
and detailed record of bias on the part of Majavu.  
 



“There is no point in working with a journalist who is not interested in 
reporting the news,” he said.  
 
Duncan disagreed and pointed out that the DA had been vocal in support of 
media self-regulation and freedom of expression. Cutting off 
communication was “completely inappropriate” and sent the message that 
the DA would only deal with journalists who gave it positive coverage.  
 
The South African National Editors’ Forum (Sanef) said it was “deeply 
perturbed” by the reported blacklisting of Majavu. It said the move “flies 
in the face of the DA’s founding liberal values, including commitment to 
press freedom”.  
 
Calling into question Majavu’s credibility as a journalist simply because she 
had worked for a trade union was “preposterous”.  
 
Sanef called on the DA to rethink its position and lift the ban.  
 
Meanwhile, the labour sector has come out in support of Majavu. Both the 
National Union of Metalworkers of South Africa and Samwu condemned the 
DA’s “dastardly censorship” and “immature behaviour”. - Cape Times  
www.iol.co.za 

 

Egypt labor unrest spreads as bus drivers strike 

 
 

 
 

Yahoo News 10 February 2011 
 
CAIRO – Bus drivers and public transport workers in Cairo joined thousands 
of state employees on strike Thursday in spreading labor unrest that has 
pumped further strength and momentum into Egypt's wave of anti-
government protests. With its efforts to manage the crisis failing, the 
government warned of the potential for a coup. 
 
The warning from Foreign Minister Ahmed Aboul Gheit was the second from 
the regime this week that a coup could take place, a sign that the 
reinvigorated protests could face a new crackdown. 
 
Speaking to the Arab news network Al-Arabiya on Thursday, Aboul Gheit 
said that if "adventurers" take over the process of reform the military "will 
be compelled to defend the constitution and national security ... and we'll 
find ourselves in a very grave situation." 
 
Youth activists organizing the 17-day-old protests demanding the ouster of 
President Hosni Mubarak planned to up the ante even further, calling for 
an expanded rally on Friday, hoping to repeat a showing earlier this week 
that drew about a quarter-million people. 
 
Khaled Abdel-Hamid, speaking for a coalition of groups behind the 
protests, said they wanted Egyptians to show up at six separate rallies on 
main squares in Cairo from which they would all march to Tahrir Square, 
which has been the focal point of the demonstrations. Thousands were 
packing the square on Thursday, vowing not to give up until the longtime 
leader steps down despite a host of sweeping government concessions. 
 
Now the protests, focused on discontent over the regime's heavy hand on 
power, have tapped into the even more widespread anger over economic 
woes — inflation, unemployment, low wages and wide economic disparites 



between rich and poor. 
 
Strikes also have erupted in a breadth of sectors — among railway and bus 
workers, state electricity staff and service technicians at the Suez Canal, 
in factories manufacturing textiles, steel and beverages and hospitals. 
Protest organizers have made a concerted effort to bring labor movements 
into the protests. 
 
On Thursday, hundreds of doctors in white coats marched down a street 
from the Qasr el-Aini hospital to Tahrir, chanting "Join us, O Egyptian," 
witnesses said. 
 
From another direction, crowds of lawyers in black robes marched from 
their union to the square, waving Egyptian flags and chanting "Mubarak, 
you pilot, how did you get $70 billion?" — a referring to the president's past 
as the air force commander. 
 
Egyptians have been infuriated by newspaper reports that the Mubarak 
family has amassed billions, and perhaps tens of billions of dollars in 
wealth while, according to the World Bank, about 40 percent of the 
country's 80 million people live below or near the poverty line of $2 a day. 
The family's true net worth is not known. 
 
"We demand a trial of Mubarak and his regime; we are protesting 
corruption," said Mohammed Zarie, one of the marching lawyers, who said 
hundreds of lawyers arrived from provinces and planned to spend the night 
at the square. 
 
The labor strikes come despite a warning by Vice President Omar Suleiman 
that calls for civil disobedience are "very dangerous for society and we 
can't put up with this at all." 
 
Impoverished Egyptians are heavily dependent on public transportation and 
the strike threatened a new blow to the hard-hit economy. 
 
Ali Fatouh, a bus driver in Cairo says buses were locked in the garages and 
won't be moved "until we achieve our demands," which include salary 
increases. He says organizers are calling on all 62,000 transportation 
employees to participate. 
 
Some buses were still seen on the streets early Thursday and it's not 
immediately clear how widespread the strike is. 
 
Mustafa Mohammed, a bus driver since 1997 who earns about 550 Egyptian 
pounds (about $93), said he Egyptians deserve a better life. 
 
"We are immersed in debts," the 43-year-old driver said as he joined a 
crowd outside the administration building on the outskirts of Cairo. "We 
are staying until our demands are met. If our demands are not met, we 
will join Tahrir, and camp there." 
 
He said the administration sent a senior employee to "throw us a bone" 
with a holiday bonus but that wasn't enough.  
 
Egyptians have been infuriated by newspaper reports that the Mubarak 
family has amassed billions, and perhaps tens of billions of dollars in 
wealth while, according to the World Bank, about 40 percent of the 
country's 80 million people live below or near the poverty line of $2 a day. 
The family's true net worth is not known.  
 



The protesters filling streets of Cairo and other cities since Jan. 25 have 
already posed the greatest challenge to the president's authoritarian rule 
since he came to power 30 years ago. They have wrought promises of 
sweeping concessions and reforms, a new Cabinet and a purge of the ruling 
party leadership, but Mubarak refuses their demands that he step down 
before September elections.  
 
U.S.-based Human Rights Watch has said about 300 people have been killed 
since the protests began, but it is still compiling a final toll.  
 
The White House warned Egypt's leaders to expect unrelenting protests 
unless they start to show real reforms and a transition to a freer society, 
dismissing governmental concessions so far as not having met even the 
minimum threshold of what people want.  
 
Obama administration officials were also increasingly blunt in describing 
the limits of their leverage, reasserting that the United States is not 
seeking to dictate events in Egypt — and that it cannot.  
 
"We're not going to be able to force them do anything," White House 
spokesman Robert Gibbs told reporters Wednesday.  
 
Still, Gibbs and other officials called on Egypt's leaders to end the 
harassment of activists, to broaden the makeup of their negotiations with 
opposition leaders, to lift a repressive emergency law, and to take up a 
series of other moves the Obama government has requested for days. 
news.yahoo.com 

 

Eviction and arrests in Mandela Park 

 
 

 
 

Democratic Left Front (Western Cape): Press release on eviction and 
arrests in Mandela Park, Khayelitsha 7 February 2011 
 
The Democratic Left Front condemns unreservedly the action of the 
Western Cape “Democratic Alliance” government and the branch of the 
Democratic Alliance in Mandela Park, Khayelitsha. 
 
Around 09h30 on Friday 4th February, the Western Cape MEC for Housing 
Bonginkosi Madikizela, came with police and the Anti-Land Invasions Unit 
to Mandela Park. They came without warning, without the necessary court 
documents, and destroyed 9 brick houses and shacks in sections 20-21 of 
Mandela Park. 
 
The said reason for the demolition was that the land was owned by the 
government. But this land was unused and unoccupied and there were no 
plans to do anything with it. It should be the right of homeless and poor 
residents to uplift themselves by building their own houses on the land. 
Moreover, many of the houses were occupied and therefore the eviction 
without a court order was a criminal contravention of the Prevention of 
Illegal Evictions Act. 
 
Residents naturally protested. In the course of the protest two persons, 
Mr. Solomon and Mr. Yanga were shot at by local DA branch chairperson, 
Mr. Mxolisi Molly. Molly also smashed Mr. Solomon over the head with his 
gun and beat him to a pulp. When police arrived at the scene, Molly was 
taken into custody and charged with attempted murder (case# 
784/02/2011). But two hours later, after the intervention of Madikizela, 



Molly was released and the charge was changed to assault.  
 
The following day, Saturday, Mandela Park residents sought to lay a 
complaint for this outrageous behaviour. But instead of re-opening the 
charges against the DA, or opening a case against Madikizela for the 
unlawful and criminal destruction of Mandela Park homes, the police 
arrested four residents of Mandela Park on charges of assault! These 
residents were released on bail yesterday and will now appear in the 
Khayelitsha Magistrate’s Court tomorrow morning (Tuesday) at 10am. They 
still do not have legal representation. 
 
These action are illegal and an attack on homeless people. 
 
The Democratic Left Front (Western Cape) calls on all progressive 
organizations throughout Cape Town to support the four Mandela Park 
residents when they appear in court tomorrow. The DLF supports the 
decision of Mandela Park residents to fill the court in protest against the 
actions of the Khayelitsha SAPS, the DA and MEC Madikazela. 
 
The DLF demands: 
1. The immediate dropping of charges and release of the four Mandela 
Park residents. 
 
2. The reinstatement of charges of attempted murder against Mxolisi 
Molly. 
 
3. The arrest of Bonginkosi Madikazela on charges of violation of the PIE 
Act. 
 
4. The immediate reconstruction of the demolished houses at the expense 
of the state. 
 
5. The provision of temporary accommodation for the affected residents. 
 
For comments, contact: 
Martin Legassick – 0834176837 mlegassi@iafrica.com 
 
Khaya Xintolo -- 0780241683 
 
Loyiso Mfuku – 0737662078 loyisomfuku@hotmail.com 

 

Greece: Mass road toll non-payment campaign 

 
 

 
 

New dimension to the resistance of the Greek masses 
From Xekinima website (CWI in Greece) 7 February 2011 
 
Below we publish edited extracts (from articles taken from the website of 
Xekinima (CWI section in Greece)) about a road toll and public transport 
fare mass non-payment campaign that is developing throughout Greece.  
 
The Christmas period was unusually cold by Greek standards. Despite this, 
there were hundreds of thousands of people, many with wide smiles on 
their faces, travelling out from and then back into the main cities, such as 
Athens, Salonica and Patras. They had a good reason for this.  
 
On so-called ‘highways’ or ‘national roads’ in Greece (which resemble 
country roads in some of the more economically developed countries of 
Northern Europe) travellers have to pay tolls. Between Athens and 



Salonica, for example, a distance of a little more than 500 km, there are 
10 toll points. The total cost of the toll for this journey is €23 one way and 
€46 return.  
 
Greek roads are probably the most expensive in Europe to travel on (there 
is also an annual road tax which starts at €150 per year for the smallest 
cars) and certainly the worst. For a medium income working class family 
(the poorest ones would not dream of the possibility) travelling a distance 
of 500km to visit their families during their Christmas vacation costs 
around € 200 as petrol now costs € 1.60 a litre.  
 
But Greek workers found a way to get around these problems: they get out 
of their cars and push toll barriers aside! Small communities living near the 
highways began the protest. This refusal to pay tolls developed gradually 
in the course of last year. It started from some small communities and 
towns, whose inhabitants had to cross, on a nearly daily basis, a nearby 
national road to go to work and for other daily activities, and had to pay 
€4 or €5 to make the journey and to return. Most of them were farmers.  
 
They formed committees, often with the support or even involvement of 
local mayors or councilors. They asked the (private) companies that 
control the tolls to allow for their free transport. The companies said they 
would look at their demand, which they never did. So, in the end, these 
committees began to organise to just raise the barriers themselves and to 
cross the tolls.  
 
Truck drivers join in  
This acquired a new dynamic when truck drivers joined in. The truck 
drivers, most of whom are owners of their trucks, or working for small 
companies, and who are deeply in debt, (payin back the loans with which 
they bought their tracks) were hit hard by the government policies of deep 
austerity of ‘Mr GAP’ (as the prime minister George A. Papandreou is 
called by many people – not an endearment!) since last September. The 
government, following the directives of the EU and IMF, decided to 
completely deregulate the trade. This, in practice, means that the major 
European transport companies will take over the small owners in the Greek 
market – thus destroying the livelihoods of many.  
 
The truck drivers did not protest against the deregulation of their trade, as 
such. All they wanted was time to allow them to pay back their loans. 
They asked the government to be generous, as many of them are aged 50, 
60 or more. Some criced on TV, asking for a gradual deregualation and not 
an immediate one, to give them a few years. They lobbied outside 
parliament, in Syntagma Square, Athens, for one week. But the 
government treated them in the way it has been treating the working class 
movement: with no mercy!  
 
The truck drivers left Syntagma Square after a vote in parliament on 
deregulation, defeated and desperate, but also bitter and full of hatred 
for the rulers of the country. Their next step was to refuse to pay the tolls. 
A truck pays an average of €7 each time it passes a toll post. Thus, if a 
truck driver has to travel between Salonica and Athens, they have to pay 
about €140 in tolls! It was easier for truck drivers to get the toll barrier 
out of their way than for car drivers – the truck drivers do not have to stop 
and get out of the truck, they just push the barrier with the front of their 
vehicles.  
 
Over one million cars cross without paying  
Gradually, the forces of the Left began to join the protest, trying to push 
the movement forward. The breakthrough, however, came over Christmas, 



when Greek people traditionally leave the cities to go to the countryside 
to celebrate the holiday with their families. There were over 1 million 
cases of refusal to pay, something between 15% and 20% of the total 
vehicles, according to the press. Drivers stopped and pushed aside the 
barriers, letting 3, 5, or 10 cars get through. The same was done in 
another lane. Drivers passing through the barriers made a ‘V’ for victory 
sign and pressed their car horns, while the barrier alarms rang.  
 
By New Year’s Day, it was clear that there was a new movement 
underway. Theoretically, the (private) construction companies which 
control and receive the toll payment at the poll posts, can impose fines on 
those who pass without paying (20 times the original toll) and if this is not 
paid, they can appeal to the courts and prosecute the “unlawful” citizens. 
They can sue them all… sue, in other words, one million people and 
probably more, as this movement is spreading with speed! The 
construction companies have already chosen the hard line and sent the 
first fines: to 20 people. These 20 people however, did not do the 
companies the favor of paying the fines and thus they were sued. The 
courts fixed the first trials… for the end of 2011. With this speed, it would 
take a few decades to get everyone non paying tolls through the courts. Of 
course, the state can change the laws, speed up the procedures etc, but 
once a non-payment movement takes on a mass and permanent character, 
it cannot be defeated, particularly if people refuse to obey the courts’ 
decisions.  
 
An all-out campaign by Xekinima  
Xekinima, the Greek section of the CWI, identified the importance of this 
campaign immediately and brought out leaflets etc on it, in tens of 
thousands of copies, from the first week of January. We also made full use 
of the internet, to raise the importance of this movement and to call for 
its further development and expansion. Xekinima explained that the non-
payment campaign can acquire a massive social dynamic and actually 
defeat this Pasok government, drawing historical parallels with the water 
charges in Ireland, in the late 1990s, and particularly citing the example of 
the mass anti-poll tax campaign in Britain, that defeated Margaret 
Thatcher.  
 
Xekinima called for the urgent expansion of this non-payment movement 
to include public transport tickets, which will be raised by 40% from 1 
February onwards, and the need to link this to the strikes of the public 
transport workers, which are continuing. Xekinima explains in that if this 
mass movement is successful, it can then be expanded to water and 
electricity charges, where massive price increases are also taking place. 
These utilities are also on the fast track to privatisation. The general 
slogan used by Xekinima is, “We can’t pay - we won’t pay: tolls, public 
transport tickets…”. A mass non-payment movement, once it develops, has 
the potential to involve, at a later stage, the demand to refuse to pay the 
national ‘sovereign debt’ to the big bankers.  
 
The whole of the Left joins in  
By the 3rd week of January, nearly the whole of the Greek Left began to 
get involved in this campaign, despite the initial hesitations of the 
leaderships of the mass parties, the KKE (Communist Party) and SYRIZA. 
The campaign was also taken up by some of the best trade union fighters 
in the public transport system in Athens.  
 
The movement is more advanced in Salonica city, where over the past 
three weeks, every Saturday, over 100 activists turn up in the centre of 
the city and divide into groups of 8 to 10 in buses, where they asking 
people to refuse to pay fares. On Sundays, activists go to the toll booths 



close to the city and push the barriers aside.  
 
In Athens, the campaign on public transport is underway, after a with a bit 
of a delay, partly due to the size of the city. An all-Athens non-payment 
co-ordinating committee was created and local committees are springing 
up. Xekinima calls for the setting up of committees of action or “non-
payment committees” in every neighbourhood, every work place and every 
school and university. It calls for the whole of the Left to get involved in 
this campaign, to set up committees everywhere, and to link these 
committees in networks, on a local, city and national level.  
 
The response of the public to the calls not to pay public transport tickets 
has been very good. By a huge majority people respond positively 
positively, refuse to pay and many ask how they can get involved in the 
campaign. The entire Left is now involved in the campaign – including the 
communist party (KKE). On 1 February, price rises of 40% on fares were 
imposed. This was a day of mass action in all major cities – when people 
were asked to get on buses and not to pay fares on the pay machines, and 
to block the fare machines at the entrance of Metro stations.  
 
A continuation of the same struggle  
This movement comes after about one year of fighting back to stop the 
assault against living standards carried out by the bosses, the Greek Pasok 
government and the EU and IMF. Seven general strikes took place in the 
course of 2010, with even more by public sector workers. But this was not 
enough to stop the austerity package assault.  
 
Xekinima explained from the beginning of this resistance the need for a 
much more sustained strike movement, that would combine continuous 
rolling strikes of different sectors, with repeated 24-hours and 48-hour 
general strikes, culminating in repeated 3-day general strikes, so as to 
cause paralysis to the whole economy and the state, to force Pasok to back 
down. No government could survive against such a movement. But the 
trade union leaderships were not willing to push the struggle to such limits 
because this would raise the perspective of the fall of the government and 
of the alternative power of the working class and the poor. This situation 
led many workers to fell angry and frustrated, not only with the 
government, but also with the trade union leaders. Therefore the non-
payment movement, for many people, comes like a light at the end of a 
long tunnel. It gives hope to many people that this is a way to fight back. 
It cannot replace the need for a mass strike movement, but it can link 
itself to such action, push industrial action and assist in its development.  
 
The main advantage and the dynamic in this movement is that it is outside 
the control of the national union bureaucracies. It is a movement of mass 
disobedience. It is beginning to inspire hundreds of thousands, particularly 
the youth. We believe that if it is developed along militant lines, linking 
with workplaces and rank and file trade unionists - along the lines 
proposed by Xekinima above - there is no doubt that it will have a big 
affect on consciousness in general, and will be reflected inside the 
organisations of the working class, both trade union and political.  
 
A section of the public transport workers has already adopted the demands 
of the non-payment movement. Although they say they cannot openly 
support and take part in it under present conditions and at this stage of 
the campaign, as they are liable to be sacked for “subversive action” 
against the company, these workers give the non payment campaign tacit 
support. They speak at local non payment committees about the need for 
a common struggle of workers and commuters etc. An understanding is 
beginning to develop that workers in the public transport company and the 



people who use public transport for their daily movements (ie the rest of 
the working class, pensioners, etc) have common interests, and can and 
need to fight together for a common cause, wider than just the issue of 
high ticket prices on public transport.  
 
What are the next steps?  
The main task now is to spread this non payment movement. The extent to 
which this happens will be important in raising the confidence and morale 
of the whole working class, which fell last year after the inability of the 
mass strike movement to stop the government’s austerity policies last 
year.  
 
The way to spread the non payment movement is, as outlined above, 
through establishing committees of non-payment, in every neighborhood, 
workplace and among school and university students. Once this movement 
sets itself up and develops roots, it could spread like fire. The Stalinist 
traditions of much of the Greek Left, which affect not only the KKE but 
most organisations on the Left (including some who call themselves 
‘Trotskyist’) will be an obstacle in this process, but the movement, once it 
takes on big dimensions, can overcome these problems. The non payment 
movement is still in its initial stages but it has tremendous potential. 
Xekinima calls for non payment action committees to be formed 
everywhere, emphasising how crucial democracy is in the process of 
building such a movement. The movement, so far, has shown spontaneity 
and initiative that should be emulated. We in Xekinima call on youth, in 
particular, to take initiatives, to come together in groups of 8, 10, 15 or 
more, form committees and to go on public transport, refusing to pay fares 
and calling on everybody else to do the same. The government says this is 
“illegal”. Of course it is. But if workers abided by their laws, we would still 
be working in the conditions of the 19th century.  
http://www.xekinima.org/ 
http://www.socialistworld.net/doc/4828 

 

Tens of thousands of Yemenis demonstrate in Sanaa 

 
 

 
 

AFP Sanaa, 5 February 2011 
 
Tens of thousands of protesters amassed on Thursday at Sanaa University 
for a 'day of rage' calling for the fall of Ali Abdullah Saleh?s regime, while a 
similar number of government loyalists flooded a central square. 
 
'We are here to bring down a corrupt and tyrannical regime,' Najib 
Ghanem, a deputy from the Islamist Al-Islah party that is part of the 
Common Forum alliance of opposition parties, told anti-Saleh protesters. 
 
'The revolt for justice began in Tunisia. It continues today in Egypt, and 
Yemen tomorrow will be free from injustice,' he said, referring to a 
popular revolt that led to the Tunisian president?s fall, and protests in 
Egypt seeking the departure of its president. 
 
'We will continue our peaceful struggle until the fall of this unjust regime,' 
various speakers from the Common Forum repeated to the massive crowd 
of anti-Saleh demonstrators. 
 
The protest, the biggest staged against Saleh in past weeks, came despite 
the president announcing Wednesday that he would not seek another term 
and that he had postponed controversial April elections -- two key 



opposition demands. 
 
Pro-Saleh demonstrators were also out in force, with tens of thousands of 
loyalists -- about the same sized crowd as the anti-regime 
protesters -- gathering in Al-Tahrir Square to pledge their support for 
Saleh. 
 
They carried banners reading, 'We are with Ali Abdullah Saleh. We are with 
Yemen,' 'The opposition wants to destroy Yemen' and 'No to destruction, no 
to sedition.' 
Opposition leaders, who have been calling protesters onto the streets in a 
bid to force Saleh into making reforms, had said they would push on with 
Thursday?s planned 'day of rage' despite Saleh pronouncements but that 
they would also study his comments. 
 
Their plans were affected when armed supporters of Saleh?s General 
People?s Congress took over Al-Tahrir Square, the initial protest venue, on 
Wednesday night, setting up tents and carrying portraits of the president. 
 
Protest organisers then drove through the streets from early Thursday 
blaring out over megaphones that the venue had been changed to Sanaa 
University, about two kilometres (1.2 miles) from the square. 
 
They blamed the change on the fact that 'the men of the ruling party and 
their armed elements are holding Al-Tahrir.' 
 
The switch in venue did little to dampen the enthusiasm of protesters, who 
flocked to the university where they were joined by Common Forum 
leaders. 
 
Protesters held banners reading, 'The people demand a change' of regime, 
and 'No to a hereditary regime, no to an extension of mandate.' Saleh 
pledged he would not seek either on Wednesday. 
 
Protesters expressed solidarity with Egyptian demonstrators who were on 
Thursday staging a 10th day of increasingly bloody protests against the 
regime of President Hosni Mubarak. 
 
'May God help the Egyptian people against the tyrant Hosni Mubarak,' the 
protesters chorused, while police stood at a distance. 
 
Facing demands for him to quit, Saleh on Wednesday announced that he 
would not seek another term as president, and said he will freeze plans to 
change the constitution that would have enabled him to remain president 
for life. He also said he was opposed to hereditary rule, a response to 
suspicion among critics that was grooming his eldest son Ahmed Saleh, who 
commands an elite unit of the Yemeni army, to succeed him as president. 
 
In what appeared to be yet another bid to stave off the kind of mass 
anti-regime protests that have swept Tunisia and Egypt and which have 
rippled throughout the Arab world, Saleh also announced he would 
postpone controversial elections due in April. 
 
Mohammed al-Sabri of the Common Forum said Saleh?s call to halt protests 
was 'unacceptable.' However, he said the group would 'discuss the 
president?s announcement.' 
 
There have been clashes during previous protests against Saleh, including 
on January 29, when dozens of activists calling for his ouster fought with 
regime supporters in Sanaa. Plain-clothes police also attacked 



demonstrators. But the protests on Thursday were peaceful, according to 
AFP correspondents. 
 
Facing growing protests since last month?s downfall of Tunisia?s president 
Zine El Abidine Ben Ali and the wave of anti-regime protests in Egypt, 
Saleh has also urged the government to take measures against 
unemployment and ordered that social security coverage be extended. 

 

Durban: Dodgy city deals probed 

 
 

 
 

Gugu Mbonambi and Wendy Jasson Da Costa  
2 February 2011 
 
Investigations into 25 cases of alleged procurement fraud and irregularities 
in the eThekwini municipality are under way, according to auditor-general 
Terence Nombembe.  
 
The information is contained in the auditor-general’s opinion 2009/10, 
which also shows that a special investigation into alleged irregularities in 
housing is under way.  
 
According to Nombembe’s report, three other investigations involving 
R100-million were completed in the past financial year.  
 
Already, one person has been dismissed and another issued with a warning 
after two of the cases relating to procurement irregularities were solved. 
Another probe resulted in the termination of an employment agency’s 
contract after more than R200 000 was paid to a ghost employee of that 
agency.  
 
UShaka Marine World also had to take disciplinary action against eight staff 
members after the irregular expenditure of money. Criminal charges were 
laid and one person was dismissed.  
 
Nombembe’s report states that in some areas there were “significant 
deficiencies regarding the findings on compliance with the laws and 
regulations”.  
 
It says the supply chain management divisions did not implement an 
effective internal monitoring system and processes to ensure that all 
supply chain management regulations were obeyed.  
 
Last week the auditor-general’s representative in KwaZulu-Natal, Herman 
van Zyl, raised concern about the significant number of supply chain 
management policy contraventions in the eThekwini municipality.  
 
He said that irregular expenditure of more than R532m had been incurred, 
mainly as a result of awards made to suppliers in contravention of the 
supply chain management policy.  
 
In addition, red flags were raised about the lack of internal controls in the 
municipality.  
 
The annual financial report prepared by the city also fingers councillors for 
trading with it, which is against the law.  
 
Seven “entities” in which councillors are either directors, principal 



shareholders, stakeholders or members were awarded contracts.  
 
The Mercury has requested the names of the councillors and the companies 
to which they are linked, as well as details of action that will be taken 
against them.  
 
Written requests were sent to municipal manager Michael Sutcliffe and 
council spokesman Thabo Mofokeng yesterday, but at the time of going to 
press they had not responded.  
 
Although the number of councillors involved is unknown, in November The 
Mercury reported that Sutcliffe was in possession of a list of 20 eThekwini 
councillors who were believed to have flouted the law by not declaring any 
of their business interests, including their dealings with the municipality.  
 
At the time, Sutcliffe said: “We do not deal with audit inquiries or 
management responses through the media.”  
 
The annual financial statements submitted by Sutcliffe show that in 2010, 
contracts amounting to R85,7m were awarded to various people who were 
closely related to municipal employees. In 2009 the figure was R98,67m.  
 
One award of R4,1m was paid out to a company “of which a close family 
member of a councillor is a director”.  
 
The financial statements also showed that section 36 contracts, which are 
used in exceptional circumstances and which are deviations from the 
normal procurement processes, spiralled from R680,7m in 2009 to R1,03-
billion in 2010.  
 
In the 2008/09 annual report, the municipality’s investigations unit and 
internal audit unit also mentioned that possible irregular and fraudulent 
activities had been reported to Sutcliffe as the municipality’s chief 
accounting officer and to the audit and risk committee.  
 
A forensic audit and investigation during that period resulted in the 
suspension and institution of disciplinary proceedings against four 
managers in the housing department. Other cases of unauthorised, 
irregular, fruitless and wasteful expenditure reported in the 2009/10 
financial year include:  
 
- Double charging on VAT leading to overpayment of R1m.  
 
- The overcharging of a 10 percent administration fee of R49 000.  
 
- Irregular invoicing, resulting in the overcharging of the amount of R121 
000.  
 
- Irregular expenditure related to housing, amounting to R428.8m.  
 
- 123 awards made to 109 entities whose members, directors or principal 
shareholders are in the service of other state institutions, amounting to 
R44m. - The Mercury  
www.iol.co.za 

 

Poisoned by soy producers 

 



 
 
 

Uruguay: the story of Jorge Merola and his wife, poisoned by soy producers 
RadioMundoReal.fm 4 February 2011 
 
In Durazno department, Uruguay, rural families suffer serious health 
problems after being sprayed with agrotoxics used in the production of GM 
soy. The government does not provide a solution. 
 
The Uruguayan countryside is suffering this summer a serious drought, 
which makes water for crops, cattle and even human consumption scarce. 
This raises the price of food, which will also be scarce in 2011. 
 
Even though water is not enough, in Durazno department, 200 km from 
Montevideo, where GM crops promoted by foreign investments are 
abundant, rains have become a symbol of death, not life. 
 
Exactly a year ago, in January, 2010, Jorge Merola and his wife, Laura, 
were working in their cattle field, near Villa del Carmen town. A few days 
before, an airplane had sprayed agrotoxics on the GM crops that were 
established surrounding Merola's land some years ago. 
 
It was raining and Laura washed her face with the water running down the 
roof. The reaction was almost immediate: the next morning Laura had blue 
marks in her face which spread rapidly to the rest of her body, confusing 
doctors who took long in diagnosing her, said Jorge to Real World Radio. 
 
The rains, that wash the pesticides applied in crops, cause agrotoxics to be 
sprayed in concentrations higher than those authorized due to a matter of 
costs (aerial spraying is very expensive). A year ago, it rained day after 
day. 
 
A week after Laura's poisoning, it started raining while Jorge was working 
in the field. When he got home, he started itching and the doctor didn't 
hesitate in linking his symptoms with agrotoxics sprayed by the soy 
producers. 
 
The company in charge of the soy fields in the region is Calyx Agro, from 
Argentina, and was created in 2007 for "identifying, acquiring, developing, 
converting and selling land in Brazil, Argentina, Uruguay and Paraguay"; 
and "entering into farming agreements for shared cropping with major 
farming operators or landowners in each country and managing and 
operating the properties to produce a diversified range of agricultural 
products and commodities", according to their website. 
 
A year after the events, Laura's health hasn't improved: she was diagnosed 
with dermatomyositis, she has lost 20% of muscle movement and is being 
treated with chemotherapy. She had to move to Villa del Carmen, and 
can't return to the countryside to avoid being poisoned again. In turn, 
Jorge's health has improved and he travels every day from the town to 
their field. 
 
In addition, several dead animals with rigid jaws and muscles have 
appeared, and he highlights that the cause is the same. 
 
The surface planted with GM soy in Uruguay has been increasing at high 
rates in the past five years, and it now reaches 900 thousand hectares. 
Uruguay is the sixth largest net exporter of soy in the world, and the 
eighth largest producer. 
 
The main companies of this sector are investment partnerships, investment 
funds, or trust-funds, mostly transnational corporations that come from 



Argentina due to the absence of export restrictions and the lower prices of 
lands. 
http://www.radiomundoreal.fm/Heavy-Rain?lang=es 
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Moroccan civil society groups call for large scale protest marches in the 
Kingdom 
3 February 2011  
 
Rabat (Morocco), February 2, 2011 - Following the developments in Tunisia 
and Egypt, Moroccan youth groups have started organising the first protest 
marches in the country to demand political reform and greater human 
rights in Morocco, afrol News reported Tuesday.  
 
The first mass protests have already been organised in Morocco. On 
Sunday, the group ATTAC Morocco staged a larger demonstration in the 
northern city of Tangiers, with protesters focusing on "the deterioration of 
social conditions and high basic food prices." 
 
The Tangier protest however was brutally stopped by security forces, 
according to eyewitnesses. Batons and tear gas were used to disperse 
demonstrators who had gathered in the Square of Nations in central 
Tangier. Protesters had chanted slogans of solidarity with the people of 
Tunisia and Egypt, demanding a "right to employment, housing and a 
decent life." 
 
But Moroccan protesters have not given up, despite the brutal response by 
security forces. Today, there are reports from the capital, Rabat, about 
demonstrations in front of the Egyptian Embassy, with hundreds of 
protesters chanting slogans in solidarity of their counterparts in Egypt. 
 
Further protests are now being prepared by a magnitude of groups in 
Morocco. 
 
A group of young Moroccans is currently spreading the protest call through 
the social network Facebook, calling for demonstrations on 27 February "in 
front of the prefectures and the wilayas in all regions and central 
authorities in cities and villages, to demand the freedom of political 
organisation, the alternation of power and human rights." 
 
The so-called "Movement for Freedom and Democracy Now" in a statement 
specifies that this protest is "part of a spontaneous global transformation 
that aims at giving people their rightful place in society," further calling 
for democracy, freedom and the adherence to popular will. 
 
According to the statement, there is a list of demands including "the 
abolition of the current constitution, dissolve parliament and government, 
parties who have contributed to the consolidation of political corruption 
and take immediate real action for a political transition." 
 
The organisers further refer to "the terrible conditions of poverty, 
unemployment and human rights violations and restrictions on freedom of 
press" in Morocco. Morocco is known to be the poorest and least developed 
state in North Africa, facing enormous social problems. 
 
Also other organisations are calling for protests. A grouping of the political 



opposition, trade unions, human rights organisations and an association of 
the unemployed has issued a statement calling for rallies and 
demonstrations to be held next Saturday, 5 February. 
 
Also, the Labor Council of the Democratic Labour Confederation of 
Morocco has called for Sunday 6 February to be a day of protest. Marches 
are planned for in the south-eastern town of Ouarzazate "to protest the 
inhumane living conditions in Morocco." 
 
As the calls for protests are widening in Morocco, the regime is 
increasingly insecure. King Mohammed VI has met with French government 
officials and his most trusted military leaders in his private chateau 
outside Paris to discuss the security situation. 
 
Several unconfirmed reports from Morocco and occupied Western Sahara 
agree that security forces now are being pulled out from the occupied 
territory to be deployed in Morocco-proper in preparation of a possible 
popular revolt. 
 
The reported regrouping of Moroccan troops may leave Western Sahara - a 
territory whose indigenous Saharawi population is always ready to revolt - 
open to rebellion. Security forces stationed in Western Sahara are famed 
for great brutality against civilians, which could bode unwell for protesters 
trying to organise marches in Morocco. 
 
Rabat continues to empty Saharawi territory of youth  
 
Madrid, February 1, 2011 – The Polisario Front Representative in Spain, 
Bucharaya Beyoun, criticized Monday the policy pursued by the Moroccan 
government to empty the occupied territories of Western Sahara of its 
youth.  
 
In an interview on Spanish radio, San Borondon, the Representative noted 
the situation in the occupied territories of Western Sahara, saying that 
"Morocco is trying by all means to wipe out the territory of its youth 
forces, including ethnic cleansing."  
 
In this context, the Saharawi diplomat said Morocco has launched a media 
campaign, according to which many Saharawi young people were sought by 
Moroccan justice, to encourage them to leave their countries towards the 
Canary Islands and Mauritania ".  
 
"Morocco is pursuing the same policy of repression, and maintains state of 
siege imposed on the territory for more than 35 years to prevent the 
access of international observers and media to Western Sahara and those 
that enter are immediately expelled "he added. 
 
President Mohamed Abdelaziz talks with his South Sudan counterpart  
Addis Ababa, February 1, 2011 - The President of the Republic, Mohamed 
Abdelaziz, met Monday with his counterpart of South Sudan, Salva Kiir, on 
the sidelines of the 16th Summit of Heads of State and Government of the 
African Union, held Sunday and Monday in Addis Ababa, said a source close 
to the presidential delegation.  
 
The meeting between the two parties covered the latest developments in 
the Western Sahara question and success of self-determination referendum 
in southern Sudan, the source indicated. 
 
The president expressed the "total support" of the Saharawi people for its 
brother in Southern Sudan, wishing it every success in the later stages, 



including the announcement of the referendum and transition 
 
From his part, President Salva Kiir praised the strong ties that unite the 
two peoples for many years of struggle for freedom and self-
determination, reiterating its support for the Saharawi people for its right 
to the self-determination. 
 
Government to condemn Moroccan repression in Western Sahara  
 
Berlin, February 1, 2 - Fifteen members of the German Parliament, 
Bundestag, called on the Federal Government to put pressure on the 
Kingdom of Morocco, to make it comply with the international law and 
respect human rights in the occupied territories of Western Sahara, in a 
draft resolution presented in December, according to the Polisario Front 
representation in Germany.  
 
The German MPs also condemned the violent dismantling of the protest 
camp of Gdeim Izik and subsequent repression in early November, calling 
for an international inquiry into these events. 
 
They also demanded that the Kingdom of Morocco allow immediately 
journalists, independent observers and humanitarian organizations to 
access Western Sahara and to guarantee their freedom of movement.  
 
German lawmakers demanded the federal government to exert pressure on 
Morocco to bring it to implement the resolutions of the UN General 
Assembly and cease to block a referendum on the future of Western Sahara 
under UN auspices to enable the Saharawi people to freely choose between 
(independence or integration with Morocco).  
 
Regarding the situation of human rights, MPs urged the government to 
adopt a clear position in favor of international law and legality in Western 
Sahara and to "suspend training and equipment of Moroccan police and 
army, as long as the illegal occupation of Western Sahara has not ended." 
 
They also regretted the killing of Saharawi child, Najim Elgarhi, who was 
gunned down by the Moroccan army in October, in the protest camp of 
Gdeim Izik and transition. 
 
Polisario Front calls on EU to exclude territorial waters of Western 
Sahara from EU-Morocco Fisheries Agreement  
 
Brussels, February 1, 2011 - The Acting Representative of the Polisario 
Front to the European Union, Mohamed Yeslem Beissat, asked Monday the 
European Union to exclude the territorial waters of Western Sahara from 
the fishing agreement between EU and Morocco, which will be renewed 
soon, according to a statement released in Brussels.  
 
Mr. Beissat who reacted to the announcement of the European Commission 
(EC) on the possibility of extending the current fisheries agreement, which 
expires February 27, 2011, said that fishing in the Sahara under the 
agreement "is" illegal," urging the EU to take advantage of this date to 
"correct that illegality." 
 
"The EU must choose between the offers of licenses for the Spanish fishing 
boats or respect international law", he stressed, regretting that the EU did 
not take into account the legal opinion of the United Nations at the time 
of signing this agreement.  
 
The Saharawi diplomat recalled that the United States has clearly excluded 



the Western Sahara from the free trade agreement with Morocco, saying 
this last has no sovereignty over the territory of Western Sahara.  
 
The report of the Legal Service of the European Parliament (EP), had 
clearly stated the illegality of the agreement because the people of 
Western Sahara does not receive profits from this agreement," he 
underlined. 
 
President of Republic calls on AU to take “concrete steps” to put 
pressure on Morocco  
 
Addis Ababa, January31, 2011 – the President of the Republic and 
Secretary General of the Polisario Front, Mohamed Abdelaziz, called on the 
African Union to take “concrete steps” such as working for acceptation of 
membership of SADR in international organizations and impose economic 
sanctions on Morocco, during his speech before the 16th summit of the 
African Union (AU) Heads of State and Government.  
 
In front of the intransigence of Moroccan Government it is required from 
AU to take “practical steps such as work on the entry of Saharawi Arab 
Democratic Republic in international organizations and impose all pressure 
and necessary sanctions on the intransigent party,” said president through 
discussion of peace and security in Africa.  
 
The president reminded African leaders that Africa had prepared to 
ongoing efforts of UN to resolve the conflict of Western Sahara through the 
list 104 of the African Unity Organization in1983 , underlining the role of 
Tripoli declaration in Augost30,2009 to devote the will of the continent to 
complete decolonization through referendum of self-determination with “ 
many options”  
 
“we hope and call our continental organization to play an effective role to 
put an end to Moroccan practices which in contrary with the UN and AU 
charters, and to work for the release of all Sahrawi political prisoners in 
Moroccan jails, end the siege imposed on occupied territories of SADR, 
dismantling the Military Moroccan wall and stop looting natural resources 
of western Sahara by Morocco in addition to open the territories to the 
international observers including African organizations for human rights,” 
he said.  
 
It should be recalled that the 16th summit of the African Union (AU) Heads 
of State and Government held from 30to 31January in Addis Ababa under 
the Theme: "Towards Greater Unity and Integration through Shared 
values.” 

 

Prisoner activist facing violent retaliation 

 
 

 
 

Urgent Solidarity needed - Support Shawn Whatley! Stop all retaliations 
against Georgia prison strike activists! 
Socialist Alternative (CWI USA) reporters 1 February 2011 
 
In the aftermath of an historic prison strike in Georgia, late last year, 
inmate activists are facing systematic violence and repression. On 9 
December, inmates across six Georgia prisons staged a week-long strike to 
demand an end to endemic human rights abuses, arbitrary violence, slave-
like labour conditions, profiteering and corruption, inadequate food and 
medical care, among other abuses.  



 
On 12 January, 2011 an inmate activist, Shawn Whatley, was handcuffed 
by prison guards as his cell was searched for a contraband cell phone. 
When he briefly spoke to his mother, Shawn reported he had been put in 
solitary confinement and was severely beaten, suffering broken bones and 
facial injuries. He was then transferred from Telfair State Prison to Ware 
State Prison. At least 37 other inmates were already missing and 
transferred to other prisons, Shawn reported.  
 
Shawn explained that he was targeted, in part, for his communications 
with outside support groups, which included an extensive interview with 
SocialistAlternative.org recorded shortly before his beating.  
 
This physical brutality and retaliation by the Georgia State Department of 
Corrections is their response to the historic prisoner strike last month, 
which they characterized as a “riot.” However, despite provocations, the 
strike was a completely non-violent mass civil disobedience. Prisoners 
simply stayed in their cells, refusing to participate in the regular routine of 
forced labor.  
www.socialistworld.net 
 
For More Info on the Strike and Shawn Whatley see:  
 
Interview (audio file) with Shawn Whatley.  
 
Bruce Dixon’s blog on Black Agenda Report.  
 
Eljeer Hawkins’ articles here and here on SocialistAlternative.org.  
 
Urgent Action Needed!  
We must demand justice for Shawn Whatley and other Georgia State 
prisoners who are being targeted and brutalized for exposing their 
inhumane conditions and standing up for their most basic human rights.  
 
Please immediately make phone calls and send emails and/or letters to 
Department of Corrections Commissioner Brian Owens, as well as Georgia’s 
new Governor Nathan Deal (contact info listed below), demanding ‘Hands 
off Shawn Whatley!’ Help spread the word by re-posting this solidarity 
appeal on blogs, emails lists, social media, etc. If you are part of an 
organization, send letters and make calls in the name of your group.  
 
Please send copies of protest letters to nysocialists@hotmail.com. For 
more information, contact Socialist Alternative at (206) 526-7185 or 
info@socialistalternative.org.  
 
Model Protest Letter:  
To: Georgia Corrections Commissioner Brain Owen  
 
Georgia Governor Nathan Deal  
 
I want to express my concern and my condemnation for the brutal attack 
by Telfair state prison guards on January 12, 2011 on Georgia State 
prisoner Shawn Whatley.  
 
It has become clear that this incident is just one among numerous unjust 
and retaliatory acts of violence by the Georgia State Corrections 
authorities against inmates in response to their just and historic strike for 
basic human rights.  
 
I urge an immediate end to violence and retaliations against prisoners who 



participated in the strike. Until there is a clear public acknowledgement 
of unjust abuses already made and a commitment to end them, I commit 
to spread the word and take action against the injustice in your prisons.  
 
The violence and abuse by the Georgia state penal system will not be 
hidden from family, friends, people of conscience, or social justice 
activists.  
 
We are demanding an immediate end to the persecution of Shawn 
Whatley, and for those responsible to be brought to justice. We demand 
the same for all Georgia State prisoners who have been brutalized for 
standing up for the most basic human rights.  
 
The world is watching you!  
 
Signed:  
 
___________  
 
Send your protest to:  
Brian Owens, Commissioner of the Georgia Department of Corrections  
 
Call: 478-992-5258  
(This is the number for Owens’ administrative assistant Peggy Chapman. 
Urge her to give him the message.)  
 
Call: 478-992-5367  
(This is the Office of the Ombudsman, which is the official channel for 
raising concerns over prisoner treatment)  
Nathan Deal, Governor of Georgia  
Call: 404-656-1776  
 
Send the Governor a letter online by clicking here.  
 
Letters can also be mailed or faxed:  
Office of the Governor Nathan Deal, State of Georgia  
203 State Capitol, Atlanta, GA 30334  
Fax: 404-657-7332  
 
WARE STATE PRISON  
(Where Shawn was recently transferred)  
3620 HARRIS ROAD  
WAYCROSS, GA 31501  
Phone: (912) 285-6400  
(912) 285-6400  
Fax: (912) 287-6520  
 
TELFAIR STATE PRISON / MILAN UNIT  
(Where Shawn was previously held and beaten)  
210 LONGBRIDGE ROAD / 410 PICKERTON STREET  
POST OFFICE BOX 549  
HELENA, GA 31037  
 
Phone: (229) 868-7721 (229) 868-7721 / (229) 362-4900 (229) 362-4900  
 
Fax: (229) 868-6509 / (229) 362-4939/ (404)-636-5418  

 



 

Egypt: Mass protests against the Mubarak’s repressive regime  

 
 

 
 

David Johnson, Socialist Party (CWI England and Wales) 27 January 2011 
 
The biggest demonstrations against the Egyptian government in over 30 
years have stunned President Hosni Mubarak’s repressive regime. The 
demonstrations were called on Police Day, January 25, a national holiday 
that marks the 1952 struggle by the Ismailia police against the British 
Occupation. Mubarak’s police force today is the very opposite of a 
liberation movement! It is used to violently prevent workers and youth 
from demonstrating their anger against the corrupt and fabulously wealthy 
ruling elite.  
 
Directly inspired by the magnificent movement of the Tunisian youth and 
workers, those calling for the 25 January demonstrations included the 
‘April 6th Youth Movement’ and the ‘We are all Khaled Saeid’ Facebook 
group, named after the young Alexandria man who was brutally murdered 
by police in 2010 after exposing police corruption.  
 
An estimated 15,000 people took part a protest in central Cairo, starting in 
different parts of the city and converging on Tahrir Square. Hundreds of 
protestors broke security cordons and were joined by passersby — including 
families with their children. Banners reading, “Tunisia is the solution” 
were held aloft. Others called for the removal of the Egyptian regime and 
dismissal of the interior minister. Posters showing Hosni Mubarak and his 
hated son, Gamal, were ripped down.  
 
At first, police appeared unsure how to respond, faced with much larger 
numbers than the few hundred who usually appear on protests. They then 
used tear gas and water cannon on the marchers. But the demonstrators 
attacked a water cannon vehicle, opening the driver’s door and ordering 
the man out of the vehicle. The youth, in particular, showed great bravery 
in confronting the police, standing their ground and chasing the police 
back on several occasions  
 
There were also reports of protestors clashing with security forces in 
Cairo’s northern Mattariya district, 15,000 protesting in the northern town 
of Kafr El-Sheikh, 2,000 in al-Mahalla al-Kubra, where there was a big 
strike in 2006, and more protests in Alexandria, Dar El-Salam, Boulaq, 
Maadi, Ard El-Lewa and Imbaba. In Sinai, the Al-Goura airport road in 
Rafah and Al-Mahdiya road were blocked with cars and burning tyres. In 
Suez, two demonstrators were killed by police firing rubber bullets and 
tear gas.  
 
Previous protests called by Facebook sites and youth groups, on 6 April 
2009 and 2010, were met with mixed responses. Usually the police 
successfully swamped city centres and prevented large groups from 
gathering. Protests in Cairo normally last about an hour, but yesterday’s 
continued late into the night, until the square was eventually cleared by 
police. Twitter and Bambuser, which streams video from mobile phones, 
were blocked.  
 
Opposition  
Some opposition parties had supported the call for protest – the Nasserists, 
Ayman Nour’s al-Ghad and al-Karama. Others, including al-Wafd and al-
Tagammu, the ex-workers’ party, did not. The largest opposition group, 
the Muslim Brotherhood, appeared confused as whether to support the 



movement or not. Its leaders prevaricated in the days leading up to the 25 
January, while youth members set up Facebook pages in support of the 
protests. A Muslim Brotherhood spokesman said: “The protest in Tahrir 
Square erupted spontaneously… (we) did not send anyone. The government 
knows exactly who’s staging these demonstrations. We hope it heeds the 
people’s demands."  
 
The Coptic Church called on its members to avoid the demonstrations, just 
three weeks after hundreds of Christians protested on the streets after the 
Alexandria New Year’s Eve bomb and were met with police attacks. A 
bishop said: “The Holy Book orders us to obey our kings and rulers; calls 
for protest are destructive so we are praying for Egypt’s safety.”  
 
Of course, the government has no intention of heeding the people’s 
demands for jobs, a living minimum wage, and an end to corruption, police 
torture and repression. It may make concessions in the heat of mass 
protests, but as Tunisia showed, each concession will increase the 
confidence of workers and youth to increase their demands.  
 
The determination of workers and youth to stand up to the regime marks a 
new stage in Egypt. Never again will the Mubarak regime be able to 
maintain its grip by the exercise of fear. So far, the Egyptian working class 
has barely flexed a muscle, but already the mood of the country has been 
electrified.  
 
What is urgently needed is for workers to form their own party with a 
socialist programme to transform society. Socialist call for a living 
minimum wage of at least LE1200; guaranteed jobs for all; the right to 
strike and organize democratic independent trade unions; a massive 
programme of house building, education and health; an end to police 
torture and brutality; free elections to a democratic constituent assembly 
and for a majority workers’ and rural workers’ government. These must be 
linked to the nationalisation of the big corporations, the banks and large 
estates and their democratic planning to meet the needs of workers and 
the poor.  
 
The spark lit by the Tunisian revolution has lit a flame now spreading 
across the Arabic world. Events in Egypt will fan the flames until every 
rotten regime in the region is overthrown and the resources of the region 
are used to end the poverty and repression its people have suffered for so 
long.  
www.socialistworld.net 

 


