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• 1949 Durban Bay development report recommends that the 
railways, shipping and industry be integrated in south Durban and that 
reclamation, dredging and canalisation take place to provide usable 
industrial land. 

• Group Areas Act (1951) - racial zoning scheme was ado pted 
for Durban in 1952
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• Over 70% of Durban’s industry 
• 300 industrial plants, (180 are smoke stack 
industries) 

• Africa’s largest industrial plants: the Engen 
and SAPREF (Shell and BP) oil refineries, the 
Island View chemical tank farm, the Mondi 
paper mill and the AECI chemical

At least 500 000 people impacted
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R250 bill for Port expansion alone

Claim 130 000 jobs ???
[R1.9 million/job created]



•3% of mangrove remain
•14% of the tidal flats remain. 
•30 species of fish % sand prawns critical 
breeding ground for reef associated and 
migratory marine fish. 
•132 species of birds are found here and 62 
species of endangered, migratory birds rest 
and feed here. (9 species are already 
extinct.)







Umgeni 1987




