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Durban’s Conference of Polluters (COP17)
what will happen from 28 Nov until 9 Dec?

Presented to:
The Global South Agenda
for a sustainable world

UNFCCC
negotiations

last time SA hosted
global environment
conference: WSSD

Major sites for neoliberal plus
sustainable dev. discourses

World Summit on Sustainable Development

Johannesburg, 31 August 2002: 30,000 protested
UN ‘type-two partnerships’, privatisation of
water, emissions trading, neoliberalism

world’s biggest polluter

Copenhagen Accord, COP 15, December 2009
• Jacob Zuma (SA)
• Lula da Silva (Brazil)
• Barack Obama (USA)
• Wen Jiabao (China)
• Manmohan Singh (India)
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lead US climate negotiator Todd Stern,
on demand for recognising climate debt

The sense of
guilt or
culpability or
reparations –
I just
categorically
reject that

Durban,

September 2001

Ethiopian
AU leader
Meles
Zenawi
UN Advisory Group on
Finance cochair halved
AU’s 2009 demands
for climate debt

is Stern welcome in Durban?

WikiLeaks revealed (Feb ‘10)
Stern/Pershing bribery and
bullying: Ethiopia, Maldives

world’s
biggest
polluter:
US Consulate next

to City Hall is site of
regular protests by
CJ Durban activists

Maldives cabinet gets
$50m in US aid = U-turn,
to support Copenhagen

Africa’s
biggest
polluter:

can SA be trusted
to chair the COP?
• September 2011 refuses to put handbag
through Oslo airport xray, and instead flies to
Bulgaria on $30,000
private executive jet
• October 2011 - denies
visa to Dalai Lama for
Archbishop Desmond
Tutu’s 80th birthday

Foreign Minister Maite Nkoana-Mashabane

SA ‘mitigation’? No, carbon-intensive ‘development’
• Medupi and Kusile R240bn coal-fired power plants
• Coega’s PetroSA R80bn refinery and new smelter
SA Climate Green Paper passes the buck:
“Most of our climate adaptation
and much of the mitigation efforts
will take place at provincial and
municipal levels.”
CASE OF DURBAN:
Are we on track for a
‘Low Carbon City’?
… or is this just a case of
extreme greenwashing?
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CASE OF DURBAN:
• port widening and new dug-out harbour at old airport site;
• competing Dube trade port next to new King Shaka Airport;
• new long-distance air routes and reliance on sports tourism;
• hope to host 2024 Olympics in White Elephant stadium;
• expansion of South Durban’s
hated petrochemical complex;
• massive expansion of Joburg
oil pipeline, with doubling of
refinery capacity - and of risk
of explosions - as cost of
pipeline soared from R8 to R21b

SA offers world’s cheapest electricity to
metals smelters - phase-out needed!

Eskom brags in 2009
annual report, though reason
for R9.7bn 2009-10 losses

BHP Billiton & SA crony capitalism
Derek Keys, last apartheid finance
minister & first SA finance minister allowed Gencor to externalise billions to
buy Shell Billiton, then became its CEO
Xolani Mkhwanazi, former SA National
Electricity Regulator, now BHP Billiton
Southern Africa Chief Executive Officer
Mick Davis, former Eskom
Treasurer who offered
sweetheart power deals,
and after failing to become
Eskom CEO, went to BHP
Billiton (now heads
Xstrata)

Derek Cooper, illfated Standard
Bank chairperson,
recommended
BHP Billiton
smelter switchoff

Richards Bay smelter

Zav Rustomjee, former DTI D.G. later
a top BHP Billiton consultant
Vincent Maphai, former radical
political scientist and HSRC
researcher who went to SABreweries
public relations and then became chair
of Southern Africa BHP Billiton, and
attended 29 February 2008 meeting

Marius Kloppers, BHP
Billiton CEO (Melbourne)
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SA emits 20 times more than even the US,
measured by per capita energy intensity
PretoriaWashington
attack on
climate:
$3.75 bn loan
from the
World Bank to
mainly finance
Eskom’s coalfired Medupi
power plant…
why is it so
wrong?

Ten reasons to reject Medupi
• climate destruction
• local ecologies, health
• procedural problems in World Bank process
• poor people pay excessive prices
• multinational corps. get ultra-cheap power
• profit outflow to multinationals
• increased foreign debt
• privatisation
• ANC corruption
• World Bank's apartheid history

Eskom’s Medupi: world’s
fourth-largest coal-fired plant,
to emit 25-35 mn CO2-equiv.
tonnes/year (more than 115 countries)

Source: groundWork & Earthlife Africa

Ten reasons to reject Medupi
• climate destruction
• local ecologies, health
• procedural problems in World Bank process
• poor people pay excessive prices
• multinational corps. get ultra-cheap power
• profit outflow to multinationals
• increased foreign debt
• privatisation
• ANC corruption
• World Bank's apartheid history

upsurge of community protest against electricity
disconnections, price increases, World Bank loan

25%/year price rise; 127% real
increase for 2008-12; electricity
disconnections, ubiquitous
‘service delivery protests’ and
threatened national labour strike

ubiquitous

‘service
delivery
protests’
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vital need for SA’s ‘Million Climate Jobs’
campaign, so that affected workers have a
Just Transition: guaranteed, well-paid jobs
that help society and save the planet!

http://www.climatejobs.org.za/

October 10, 2011
October 11, 2011: war on Engen

Settlers Primary School: 52% asthma rate, highest in world

South Durban’s

emissions
hot spots

Island View
refinery

freight
traffic
(often illegal)

container terminals

Africa’s
biggest port

South Durban’s most
explosive refinery: Engen

hazardous petrochemical plants
new port: $30 billion plan!

Mondi
paper mill
Toyota car
assembly

Engen: 80%
Petronas
(Malaysia)
Sapref:
BP/Shell

Africa’s largest oil
refining complex
single buoy
mooring:
80% of SA’s
intake

Settlers Primary School: 52% asthma rate (world’s highest)

Source: South Durban Community Environmental Alliance
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fires, explosions SDCEA demands refinery closure
• 21 September 2007,
in South Durban
Island View Storage (IVS)
facility, tank explosion

•

18 September 2007,
explosion at the IVS
facility.

18 January 2005, explosion
at Engen Refinery
25 October 2008, flaring, regular
occurrence at SAPREF and Engen

fracking gas
exploration

June 15, 2011

Source: South Durban Community Environmental Alliance

SA fossil fuels

KZN-Mpumalanga fossil fuels complex

known and exploration
Free
Burma Campaign
(South Africa)

introducing:
Durban Group for
Climate Justice

major protests
in Durban, 2011

• October 2004 initiative hosted
by Khan, Timberwatch, SDCEA
• supported by Dag
Hammarskjold Foundation
• driven by grassroots activists in
India, Brazil, Thailand, South
Africa, etc
• largest signatory: Friends of the
Earth International
• key sites: The Cornerhouse,
FERN, SEEN, CarbonTrade
Watch, CDM Watch, Dartmouth
Univ Environmental Studies,
UKZN Centre for Civil Society
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CJN!-KwaZulu-Natal founding , Oct 2009

CJN!-SA National meeting, Sept 2011

some CJ hosts in Durban at People’s Space & UKZN
People’s Dialogue workshop, Sept 2011

CJ Durban gathering, Sept 2011

University of
KwaZulu-Natal

International
Convention
Centre

strong Durban traditions of solidarity (Bobby Peek, Trevor Ngwane)
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