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lead US climate negotiator Todd Stern,  
on demand for recognising climate debt 

 
in Copenhagen, “The sense of  

guilt or culpability or reparations  
– I just categorically 

reject that” 
Stern thus rejects core 

principle: ‘polluter pays’ 

WikiLeaks revealed  
(Feb ‘10) Stern/Pershing 
bribery and bullying 

Maldives cabinet gets 
$50m in US aid = U-turn, 
to support Copenhagen   



are negotiations to reduce greenhouse gas emissions working? 

structural 
problem: 
national 

self-interest 
at UN COPs 
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of Green 
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who are climate ‘creditors’? (who’s owed?) 
a ‘Climate Demography Vulnerability Index’ 

 

main losers:  
• Central America 

and Caribbean 
• Andes and Amazon 
• Central/South Asia 

and Middle East 
• SubSaharan Africa 
• Southeast Asia and 

small islands 



Africa burning  
 



who’s owed? climate change ‘creditors’ 

main losers:  
Central America,  
central South America, 
Central and Southeast Asia 
and much of Africa 

Ecuador 
(Yasuni Park) 



leave the oil in the soil? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

  

Yasuni ITT in Ecuador’s  
Amazon rainforest 



not just nature, also people 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 



Quito solidarity with Yasuni 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 



Ecuador 



Oilwatch research trip 
to Yasuni, July 2011 

Yasuni ITT in Ecuador’s 
Amazon rainforest 

 

oil here = 407 mn tons of CO2 



Accion Ecologica, Quito 
eco-feminist-indigenous defence of Yasuni 

http://www.accionecologica.org/ 
http://www.amazoniaporlavida.org/es/El-Juego-del-Yasuni/age-of-yasuni-un-esfuerzo-para-hacer-visibles-las-luchas-de-los-pueblos-originarios.html 



pondering Ecuador's Yasuni Proposal 
The government of Ecuador raised intriguing questions about Payments for 
Ecosystem Services a few years back when it offered to avoid drilling for oil in 
exchange for a carbon payment equal to just half the income the country would 
earn if it fired up the rigs at then-prevailing prices…  
 [Environment Minister] Kakabadse is undeterred, and contends that tapping 
carbon markets to compensate the country for the avoided emissions would be as 
lucrative as the oil market, once environmental and infrastructure costs associated 
with drilling are considered. "In every sense," she says, Ecuador would "win with 
the carbon market more than with the oil market.  
 "Capital from carbon markets is the only serious alternative to oil revenue, 
according to Roque Sevilla, president of the Yasuni commission. Depending on 
future oil prices and the resulting fluctuation in forgone oil revenue, payments into 

a Yasuni trust fund could ultimately total $4 to $12 billion, and "such amounts 
cannot be obtained from donations or development aid from allies." 
http://www.ecosystemmarketplace.com/pages/dynamic/article.page.php?page_id=6925&section=news_articles&eod=1 





Yasuni’s positive 
lessons (EJOLT) 



Yasuni ITT was sabotaged: 
1) state’s foolish idea of carbon markets as Yasuni payment mechanism: 

‘privatising the air’ could not gain Climate Justice movement support 
2) Rafael Correa mainly attempted elite deal-making with neoliberal regimes 

in Berlin, Oslo and Rome – which donated only a pittance to Yasuni fund 
3) likewise, UN’s Green Climate Fund appears useless for Yasunization 

4) top-down efforts distracted attention from bottom-up mobilisations 
required to force Northern governments to make grants to Yasuni 

5) those grants could have been framed as ‘Climate Debt Downpayments’, 
aimed not just to leave oil in the soil but also to pay ‘loss & damage’: 
compensating oil and climate-related burdens from Andes to Amazon 

6) Latin American societies whose states have Amazonian oil – including 
shale-rich Venezuela – taught us the vital need to make red-green alliances 

7) but elites in such states (Venezuela, Ecuador and Bolivia) are still far too 
committed to petro-socialism, petro-Keynesianism and petro-indigenism 

8) to illustrate, Correa secretly negotiated with Chinese oil companies, and 
when faced with eco-resistance, became undemocratic and authoritarian 

9) the way forward is to take Yasuni’s best lessons and avoid the sabotage 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Yasunization un-sabotaged: 
1) reject carbon markets as a payment mechanism: ‘privatising the air’ will 

be captured by banks and can’t gain Climate Justice movement support 
2) before any elite deal-making commences, a mass support movement is 

needed in the Global North: people-people and people-nature solidarity 
3) until global balance of forces changes, expect UN to continue sabotaging 

4) bottom-up mobilisations can ultimately compel Northern people and then 
their governments (via corporate taxes) to pay Yasunization grants  

5) such grants should be framed as ‘Climate Debt Downpayments’, directed 
not just to leaving oil in the soil but also to compensating ‘loss & damage’: 
climate-related financial burdens of local people (e.g. Basic Income Grant) 

6) new red-green alliances are vital to ensure not just conservation but also 
that social goals are met – ideally with community-labour-ecology projects 

7) since all elites remain committed to business as usual, red-green alliances 
will avoid South-v-North ideology; instead, Global South-> <-Global North 

8) we’re all in this together, hence avoid illusions about supposed merits of 
BRICS or non-Western corporate extraction; BRICS have Climate Debt too 
9) Yasuni’s best lessons are bottom-up: sabotage comes top-down 

 
 
 
 
 





The results after one year of implementation have 
been remarkable. 
• Before the pilot program, 42% of children in 

the village were malnourished. Now … 10%.  
• The village school reported higher attendance 

rates … children better fed and more attentive.  
• Police statistics showed a 36.5% drop in crime. 
• Poverty rates declined from 86% to 68% (97% 

to 43% when controlled for migration).  
• Unemployment dropped as well, from 60% to 

45%, and there was a 29% increase in average 
earned income, excluding the BIG. 

 

Carnegie Council: 
http://www.policyinnovations.org/ideas/briefings/data/000163 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Basic Income 
Grant (BIG) pilot in 
Otjivero, Namibia 

(funded by German-
Namibian Evangelical 

Lutheran church)  
Council of Churches of Namibia (CCN), the 
National Union of Namibian Workers (NUNW), 
the umbrella body of the NGOs (NANGOF), the 
umbrella body of the AIDS organisations 
(NANASO), the National Youth Service (NYC), the 
Church Alliance for Orphans (CAFO), the Legal 
Assistance Centre (LAC) and the Labour Resource 
and Research Institute (LaRRI) 



Durban,  
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KwaZulu-Natal,  

South Africa 

Hluhluwe-iMfolozi 

Fuleni 













in 2014, SA poachers killed a record 1000 rhinos  
just to sell their horns to China and Vietnam 



Fuleni’s 
animals, 
peasants 

and workers 
threatened 

by coal, 
poaching, 

drought and 
future 

climate 
change 

Fuleni 







http://www.theguardian.com/
environment/2014/jul/17/-sp-
mining-threat-south-africa-
rhino-sanctuary-poaching 



WOMEN STAND THEIR GROUND AGAINST BIG COAL  
Despite threats to the planet and to humanity, coal expansion continues to escalate rapidly as energy  
demands increase globally, and supplies contract. In Southern Africa coal represents the energy and  
export choice of the future, with South Africa leading the way. South Africa’s reliance on coal is entrenched  
in its economy, with 95% of its domestic electricity supplied by the fossil fuel. The country’s energy demands  
are escalating in a context in which coal corporations, other mining houses and massive smelting  
companies are economically dominant and empowerment deals predominate. 
 In South Africa the three largest power plants under construction and design are Medupi, Kusile and  
‘Coal3’. Climate change will worsen because more than 1200 coal-fired power plants and related infrastructure projects are 
proposed in over 65 countries. If these many projects succeed, the planet will warm by an estimated six degrees by the end of the 
century, rendering significant parts of the planet uninhabitable and threatening human existence. Because coal plants are a leading 
source of carbon emissions globally, the switch away from coal at the global level is a most necessary step to achieving the kinds of 
emissions reductions the world urgently needs. These catastrophic impacts are projected to have greatest effect in sub-Saharan 
Africa, where the charity Christian Aid projects that climate change will leave an additional 180 million Africans dead by 2100.  
 Climate change impacts are felt most intensively by women because of patriarchal role allocations and unequal control over 
natural resources in families, communities and economies. Peasant women in Africa will carry the brunt of climate change effects 
because of their responsibilities for provisioning between 60-80% of food consumed by rural households, the collection of safe 
drinking water, and the care of sick household members. 
 “Coal kills. It has destroyed our land, our lives and our community.” These are the words of a woman member of the 
Somkhele community in KwaZulu-Natal who has endured devastating environmental and social effects of coal mining over the last 
decade. Just a few miles west, communities in Fuleni are fighting Ibuthu Coal, a shadowy firm linked to BHP Billiton and Glencore – 
the world’s largest mining house and commodity trader – which aims to mine coal on the southern boundary of the iMfolozi 
Wilderness Area. Thousands of local residents in Fuleni will be relocated (for the second time in a generation) to make way for the 
mine in an area already suffering more than a year of deep drought. Thanks to increased burning of coal and other fossil fuels, such 
conditions are now more commonplace, as climate change takes hold across the world. South Africa is both victim and villain, on a 
grand scale, and this is just one of many sites where the class, race and gender character of the winners and losers are blatantly 
obvious. 
 The Southern African region is well placed to lead the world in rejecting a profit-oriented development model that deepens 
the climate crisis. This sub-region should, instead, seek to rapidly expand renewable energy capacity (using our abundant wind, 
solar and tidal resources), public transport and organic agriculture, creating decent safe ‘Climate Jobs’ and improving people’s lives. 
In this undeniably necessary transition, the perspectives of peasant and working-class women, who bear the brunt of multiple 
crises, point us to these most necessary alternatives.  



Somkhele Coal Mine, 17km from Hluhluwe-Imfolozi 



Somkhele Coal Mine, 17km from Hluhluwe-Imfolozi 



community strategy meeting, January 2015 



community strategy meeting, February 2015 



community strategy meeting, March 2015 







what is ‘climate justice’? 
core principles from Rights of Mother Earth conference, 
Cochabamba, Bolivia (April 2010) 

•50 percent reduction of greenhouse gas emissions by 2017 
•stabilising temperature rises to 1C and 300 Parts Per Million 

•acknowledging the climate debt 
owed by developed countries (6% of GDP) 
•full respect for Human Rights and the inherent rights of indigenous people 
•universal declaration of Mother Earth rights to ensure harmony with nature 
•establishment of an International Court of Climate Justice 

•rejection of carbon markets, and 
REDD’s commodifed nature and forests 
•promotion of change in consumption patterns of developed countries 
•end of intellectual property rights for climate technologies 



only safe strategy: leave fossil fuels underground 
and pay the climate debt… by donating to Fuleni activists 



Centre for Civil Society 

http://ccs.ukzn.ac.za 
pbond@mail.ngo.za 


