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In the last half of 2015, both the United Nations summit in Paris and the United States presidency renewed 
their faith in carbon markets to solve the climate change crisis, even though the existing systems – the 

European Union Emissions Trading Scheme, United Nations offsets, and the US-wide voluntary market that 
crashed in Chicago in 2010 – all have decisively failed. That means the time is ripe, from the perspective of 
those intent on ‘neoliberalizing nature,’ to push carbon markets to the South. More generally, within the 

context of global capitalist crisis, the North’s financial systems have required closer collaboration with 
emerging markets since the 2008 meltdown, such as in the regular recapitalizations (2009 and 2012) of the 

International Monetary Fund. To ensure that global climate policy renews its reliance upon emissions trading, 
as witnessed in Paris and with the US ‘Clean Power Plan’, similar alliances with the most powerful economies 
of the South are vital. Indeed, global capitalist expansion has been premised on the Brazil-Russia-India-China-
South Africa (BRICS) bloc’s spatial extension of Western-centric markets, and notwithstanding recent barriers 

to accumulation within most of the BRICS, this has become one of the most celebrated phenomena in 
contemporary economic geography. After the BRICS leaders’ Ufa summit in mid-2015, it is evident that in spite 

of Russian sanctions and Chinese state intervention following a $3.5 trillion stock market crash in mid-2015, 
the BRICS’ own financial markets and two new BRICS financial institutions are fusing with – not opposing – the 
Western-dominated system. This could, in turn, be vital for boosting climate-related financial flows, at a time 

global environmental governance systems under Washington’s immense influence continue to forego the 
obvious state solutions required to address the impending climate catastrophe. Yet whether in the West or 

South, such markets are not likely to conclusively address the crisis either, given the persistent failure of 
emissions trading in theory and practice. As a result, there will be greater reliance upon a new ‘spatial fix’ for 

environmental capital seeking new profits in the BRICS. But that fix, too, has its limits, when viewed in the 
context of ever-unfolding capitalist crisis tendencies. In displacing these tendencies, capital’s strategies of 

spatio-temporal fixes and ‘accumulation by dispossession’ offer inadequate means of breathing life back into 
carbon markets at this vital moment in global climate governance. In contrast, the struggles against the 

sources and impacts of climate change, by social movements in the BRICS and their hinterlands, would be a 
more appropriate site to develop workable, just philosophies, analyses, strategies, tactics and alliances. 

Climate change financialized in the BRICS? 





MEDIA STATEMENT – 2 November 2015 
Publication of the Draft Carbon Tax Bill for public comment 
 
… taking into account the current state of the mining and other distressed sectors, the combined 
effect of the rates/exemptions in the carbon tax and the reduction in electricity levy will be 
designed to ensure that such sectors are not adversely affected when the tax is implemented… 
 
 
• A basic 60 per cent tax-free threshold during the first phase of the carbon tax, from 

implementation date up to 2020; 
• An additional 10 per cent per cent tax-free allowance for process emissions; 
• Additional tax-free allowance for trade exposed sectors of up to 10 per cent; 
• Recognition for early actions and /or efforts to reduce emissions that beat the industry 

average in the form of a tax-free allowance of up to 5 per cent; 
• A carbon offsets tax-free allowance of 5 to 10 per cent; 
• To recognize to role of carbon budgets, an additional 5 per cent tax free allowance for 

companies participating in phase 1 (up to 2020) of the carbon budgeting system; 
• The combined effect of all of the above tax-free thresholds will be capped at 95 per cent; 

and 
• An initial marginal carbon tax rate of R120 per ton CO2-e will apply, however taking into 

account all of the above tax-free thresholds, the effective carbon tax rate will vary 
between R6 and R48 per ton CO2-e. These tax-free exemptions will range between 60 
and 95 per cent of total emissions. This implies that the carbon tax will be imposed on 
only 5 to 40 per cent of actual emissions during this period. 



new book from 
‘brics from below’ 

project, drawing on 
Brazilian (and SA) 
‘sub-imperialism’ 

theory and politics 





 are the BRICS anti-imperialist or 

sub-imperialist forces in world 
geopolitical economy/ecology? 
from above, middle and below 

SOUTH AFRICA  

   ‘sub-imperialism’ in climate 
and finance policy/practice 

Ufa, Russia 2015 







Copenhagen Accord, COP 15, December 2009 

nightmare scenario: 
African leadership, anti-solidarity, 

terrible alliances (USA + BASIC) 
 



Copenhagen Accord, COP 15, December 2009 

• Jacob Zuma (SA) 
• Lula da Silva (Brazil) 
• Barack Obama (USA) 
• Wen Jiabao (China) 

• Manmohan Singh (India) 



lessons from US/BaSIC sabotage at Copenhagen, 
December 2009 



revelations about US  
snooping, Dec. 2009 

NSA “signals intelligence will 
undoubtedly play a significant role 
in keeping our negotiators as well 
informed as possible throughout 
the 2-week event… leaders and 
negotiating teams from around 
the world will undoubtedly be 
engaging in intense last-minute 
policy formulating; at the same 
time, they will be holding sidebar 
discussions with their counterparts 
– details of which are of great 
interest to our policymakers” 



 

world’s main historic polluter 
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climate ‘creditors’: who’s owed for damage 
Climate Demography Vulnerability Index 

 

main losers:  
• Central America 

and Caribbean 
• Andes and Amazon 
• Central/South Asia 

and Middle East 
• SubSaharan Africa 
• Southeast Asia and 

small islands 



Africa burning  
 



 are BRICS against colonialism, 
neocolonialism, imperialism? 



 or within? 



  
South African International Marketing Council:  

‘evidence of SA’s ability to punch above its 
weight includes the success of the BRICS 
summit in March in Durban… the time 
had come for the newest member of the 
group to get on with proving it deserved a  

seat at the table’ 

where can 
this meat be 

cooked? 
UNFCCC! 



Durban COP17: ‘Africa’s Climate Summit’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

confirmed 21st-c. climate-related 
deaths of ~180 mn Africans (Christian Aid) 







 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Trevor Houser, a climate and 
energy analyst at the Rhodium 
Group and a former adviser to the 
chief American climate negotiator, 
Todd D. Stern, said that the Durban 
platform was promising because of 
what it did not say.  
 “There is no mention of 
historic responsibility or per capita 
emissions. There is no mention of 
economic development as the 
priority for developing countries. 
There is no mention of a difference 
between developed and 
developing country action.” 



can United Nations negotiations reduce greenhouse gas emissions? 



Yeb Sano, COP19 

Bolivia’s UN Ambassador, COP16 

Lumumba Di-Aping, G77 chief negotiator, COP15 



 BRICS Development Bank ($100 bn) 

 Contingent Reserve Arrangement ($100 bn) 

  
New York Times: 
‘BRICS can agitate for 
a seat at the table’ of 
the global economy, 
through ‘signing new 
financial cooperation 
agreements… [and] 
signaling discontent at 
their lack of influence 
over decision-making 
within the world’s 
existing financial 
institutions, and 
exploring steps to do 
something about it’ 
(April 2012) 





Source: Michael Roberts 



The opening up of global markets 
in both commodities and capital 
created openings for other states 
to insert themselves into the 
global economy, first as absorbers 
but then as producers of surplus 
capitals. They then became 
competitors on the world stage.  
 What might be called  

‘sub-imperialisms’ arose… each 
developing centre of capital 
accumulation sought out 
systematic spatio-temporal fixes 
for its own surplus capital by 
defining territorial spheres of 
influence…  



financiers have been 
wilding, delinked from 

the world’s real economy 
 

33 

fin.assets 
 

 
GDP 

market value of financial assets 
and aggregate global GDP at 

current prices (billion US dollars) 
Source : Leda Paulani, USP with 

McKinsey Global Report data 



Source: IMF, Global Financial Stability Report, April 2010 

insane derivatives and ‘Quantitative Easing’ bailouts limits of ‘temporal fix’: uncontrolled financial markets 



US sub-prime housing bubble and burst 

limits of spatio-temporal fix in speculative property markets 



uneven financial flows burst boundaries 
emerging markets began closing capital accounts 

renewed 
exchange controls 



why are banks 
so desperate? 

UK Climate Change Minister 

Greg Barker, 2010: 
"We want the City of 
London, with its unique 
expertise in innovative 
financial products, to lead 
the world and become the 
global hub for green 
growth finance. We need 
to put the sub-prime 
disaster behind us" 





Kyoto Protocol’s carbon trading: 
in 1997, US vice-president Al Gore 
(later a carbon trader) pushed for 

Kyoto to include emissions markets,  
in exchange for Washington’s 

promised support … promise soon broken  

‘The European Union has 
adopted this US innovation 

and is making it work 
effectively there.’  

(An Inconvenient Truth, p. 252) 



impossible to finance renewable 
energy with such low carbon prices 

emissions market crashes, 2008-12  
2009 VAT fraud, 2010 resale fraud, 2011 theft-closure 

does EU carbon trading  
‘work effectively’? 



 

 

World  
commodity  

prices 



8-min critique of carbon trading  
www.storyofcapandtrade.org 

 





• European and United Nations carbon trading volume plummeted from 
a peak of $140 billion in 2008 to $130 billion in 2011, $84 billion in 
2012, $53 billion in 2013, and below $50 billion in 2014, even as new 
carbon markets began popping up.  
 

• Since 2013 there have been new markets introduced in California, 
Kazakhstan, Mexico, Quebec, Korea and China, while Australia’s 2012 
scheme was discontinued in 2014. 
 

• The price per tonne of carbon dioxide equivalents also differs 
markedly, with early 2015 rates still at best only a third of the 2006 and 
2008 EU peaks at over $35: California around $12, Korea around $9, 
Europe around $7.3, China at $3-7 in different cities, the US northeast 
Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative’s voluntary scheme at $5, New 
Zealand at $4 and Kazakhstan at $2.  
 

• The market for CDMs collapsed nearly entirely to US$0.20/tonne.  
 

 

emissions market since 2011 



‘Viagra Shot’ for Carbon Markets -- Financial Times, p. 1, 12 December 2011  

A global climate deal to extend the life of the Kyoto treaty and establish the parameters for negotiating a new pact by 2015 will 
provide a fresh stimulus to the world’s floundering carbon markets, according to bankers and analysts. “The deal provides a 
significant boost for investors in low-carbon technology,” said Abyd Karmali, global head of carbon markets at Bank of America 
Merrill Lynch, adding this was an achievement amid the woes of the eurozone crisis. In one of the more bullish business 
assessments of the new pact, which also includes a separate agreement to negotiate a new process aimed at legally obliging all 

countries to commit to cut their carbon emissions, he said the deal was “like a Viagra shot for the flailing 
carbon markets”. Carbon prices have plunged to record lows in recent weeks as Europe’s 
emissions trading scheme, the world’s largest, has been hit by eurozone uncertainties 
and fears of an oversupply of carbon credits.  







http://cdmscannotdeliver.wordpress.com 

how is carbon trading 
affecting Africa? 





Bisasar Road 
conversion of 

methane-to-electricity 
at environmentally-

racist toxic dump  
 

Africa’s largest landfill 
placed in black residential 

suburb (Clare Estate) by 
apartheid; municipality 

refused to close it thanks 
to World Bank 2002 

investment hype: 
WB Prototype Carbon Fund 
emissions reductions credits 

Durban, South Africa:  
$15 million CDM pilot 

SajidaKhan’s 
family home 



Sajida Khan (1952-2007)  
though felled by cancer from dump, she had co-
hosted ‘Durban Group for Climate Justice’ (2004) 

and her challenge to Bisasar methane flaring 
temporarily rebuffed World Bank in 2005  

project went ahead in 2008 even though 
DSW’s ‘additionality’ claim was a lie! 



what is ‘climate justice’? 
core principles from Rights of Mother Earth  
conference, Cochabamba, Bolivia (April 2010) 

•50 percent reduction of greenhouse gas emissions by 2017 
•stabilising temperature rises to 1C and 300 Parts Per Million 

•acknowledging the climate debt 
owed by developed countries (6% of GDP) 
•full respect for Human Rights and the inherent rights of indigenous people 
•universal declaration of Mother Earth rights to ensure harmony with nature 
•establishment of an International Court of Climate Justice 

•rejection of carbon markets, and 
REDD’s commodifed nature and forests 
•promotion of change in consumption patterns of developed countries 
•end of intellectual property rights for climate technologies 

Evo Morales 



BRICS and international finance 
what role for recapitalised IMF? 

Moneyweb radio: “Many African countries  
went through hell in the 70s and 80s because of 
conditionality according to these loans. Are you going 
to try and insist that there is similar conditionality 
now that the boot is on the other foot, as it were?” 

Gordhan: “Absolutely, the IMF must be as proactive in 
developed countries as it is in developing countries. 

The days of this unequal treatment and the nasty 
treatment, if you like, for developing countries and 
politeness for developed countries must pass.” 

Pravin Gordhan 





BRICS are the main reason Africa’s vote cannot 
increase at Bretton Woods Institutions 

and India, Brazil and SA 
cannot join UN Security 

Council because Russia and 
China won’t support them 



South Africa aligns itself with different groups to ensure that 
decisions on key issues reflect our country’s best interest. With 
regard to quota and voice reform in the IMF, for example, South 
Africa is mostly aligned with emerging-market economies.  
     However, with regard to the financial transactions tax that 
was mooted by the Europeans, South Africa opposed this 
proposal and was supported by a few other advanced 
economies. South Africa is aligned with advanced economies on 
the issue of climate finance, while other developing countries 
generally feel that this issue is best addressed at the United 
Nations. 

South Africa as BRICS’ most 
aggressive proponent of 

financial liberalisation 



 
 

“The BRICS’ Development Bank 
says whenever people in the 
Third World, whenever they 

need to do something and they 
need funds, they are going to 
be provided, they are going to 

achieve their objectives without 
being put under more difficult 

conditions.” 



BLOOMBERG: Will the new 
development bank act as a 
bridge, kind of get involved 
potentially in funding, building 
the infrastructure in South Africa, 
perhaps even getting involved in 
the nuclear energy plans? What's 
the possibility of that?  
MBOWENI: Well I suspect that 
when the time comes… the 
executive will consider this. I think 
it falls squarely within the 
mandate of the bank to provide 
such capital for these large 
projects. 

nuclear financing? 
turn to BRICS NDB 



Jacob Zuma: ‘a fair, transparent, and 
competitive procurement process to select a 
strategic partner or partners to undertake 

the nuclear build programme.’  
 

Moulana Riaz Simjee (Southern African Faith 
Communities’ Environment Institute): ‘This 
nuclear deal poses an enormous corruption 
risk. It is happening in secret and will make 
the arms deal look like a walk in the park.’ 





ambivalence about 
the BRICS NDB when 
it was announced in 
March 2013: “This 
discussion about the 
BRICS bank being 
located here in 
South Africa is very 
interesting. We love 
things to be located 
here, but these 
things are very 
costly. I would 
rather take that 
money and build the 
Coega Petro SA oil 
refinery here in Port 
Elizabeth.”  



SA Reserve Bank Governor (1999-2009) pushed monetarist policies  



MBOWENI: The key thing 
though is that this 
development bank has to 
partner in some instances with 
domestic development finance 
institutions. For example, in 
South Africa where the DBSA, 
the DBSA is a perfect example 
of a potential partner for the 
development bank, because 
the DBSA is basically it's an 
infrastructure bank. And it's 
partner with the new 
development bank in South 
Africa, but also in other parts 
of Africa.  

BRICS NDB & DBSA 



DBSA as an anti-model 
• losing vast sums of money (several hundred million dollars worth in recent 

years, according to recent reports - about 7% of the existing loan book); 
• pushing privatisation, especially in the region, even in areas such as 

electricity and road-tolling that are extremely controversial at home; 
• facilitating pro-corporate extractivist policies in the region; 
• doing ‘shoddy’ work (according to the present chief executive, who denied 

future work will be ‘corrupt’); 
• de-emphasising environmental and social sustainability; 
• on the personnel front, firing all the environmental and social experts (and 

even tossing out their intellectual journal, Development Southern Africa), 
and instead a discredited spy as its top international official; and 

• being so arrogant that #2 official in the Southern African Development 
Community attacked DBSA and suggested need for its own SADC Bank; 

• top international DBSA banker (and former lead SA spy) Mo Shaik 
concessions about a raft of DBSA projects across Africa which have failed 

 

 
 



Sub-Saharan 
African debt 
now soaring 

current account 
deficits rising 

 

African macro-imbalances 





currents of a global eco-social movement 
‘climate justice’ traditions, 1990s-2015 

 
  

• 1990s environmental anti-racism; 
• 1990s Accion Ecologica environmental debt demands;  
• late 1990s Jubilee movement against Northern financial domination;  
• 2000s global justice movement (following Seattle World Trade 
Organisation protest) and first ‘climate justice’ conference 
(Amsterdam);  
• environmentalists and corporate critics who in 2004 started the 
Durban Group for Climate Justice; 
• 2007 founding of the Climate Justice Now! (CJN) network in Bali; 
• emergence of a parallel (but not programmatically opposed) political 
tendency in the Peoples Movement on Climate Change (2008); 
• 2009 rise of PACJA and the European left’s Climate Justice Alliance in 
advance of the Copenhagen Conference of the Parties (COP);  
• renewed direct-action initiatives that potentially tie in mainstream 
groups like Greenpeace and 350.org; 
• renewed grassroots campaigning across the world, with links to This 
Changes Everything politics as well as mass marches and higher-scale 
activism culminating in Paris 





Global Day of Action, Durban, South Africa, Saturday, December 3, 2011 



Solidarity for Paris! 
http://www.parisclimatejustice.org 



STOP CLIMATE CRIMES! 
We are at a crossroads. We do not want to be compelled to survive in a world that has been made barely livable for us. From South Pacific Islands 
to the shores of Louisiana, from the Maldives to the Sahel, from Greenland to the Alps, the daily lives of millions of us are already being disrupted 
by the consequences of climate change. Through ocean acidification, the submersion of South Pacific Islands, forced migration in the Indian 
Subcontinent and Africa, frequent storms and hurricanes, the current ecocide affects all species and ecosystems, threatening the rights of future 
generations. And we are not equally impacted by climate change: Indigenous and peasant communities, poor communities in the global South 
and in the global North are at the frontlines and most affected by these and other impacts of climate disruption. 
We are not under any illusions. For more than 20 years, governments have been meeting, yet greenhouse gas emissions have not decreased and 
the climate keeps changing. The forces of inertia and obstruction prevail, even as scientific warnings become ever more dire. 
This comes as no surprise. Decades of liberalization of trade and investments have undermined the capacity of states to confront the climate 
crisis. At every stage powerful forces – fossil fuel corporations, agro-business companies, financial institutions, dogmatic economists, skeptics and 
deniers, and governments in the thrall of these interests – stand in the way or promote false solutions. Ninety companies are responsible for two-
thirds of recorded greenhouse gas emissions worldwide. Genuine responses to climate change threatens their power and wealth, threatens free 
market ideology, and threatens the structures and subsidies that support and underwrite them. 
We know that global corporations and governments will not give up the profits they reap through the extraction of coal, gas and oil reserves; 
and through global fossil fuel-based industrial agriculture. Our continuing ability to act, think, love, care, work, create, produce, contemplate, 
struggle, however, demands that we force them to. To be able to continue to thrive as communities, individuals and citizens, we all must strive for 
change. Our common humanity and the Earth demand it. 
We are confident in our capacity to stop climate crimes. In the past, determined women and men have resisted and overcome the crimes of 
slavery, totalitarianism, colonialism or apartheid. They decided to fight for justice and solidarity and knew no one would do it for them. Climate 
change is a similar challenge, and we are nurturing a similar uprising. 
We are working to change everything. We can open the way to a more livable future, and our actions are much more powerful than we think. 
Around the world, our communities are fighting against the real drivers of the climate crisis, protecting territories, working to reduce their 
emissions, building their resilience, achieving food autonomy through small scale ecological farming, etc. 
On the eve of the UN Climate Conference to be held in Paris-Le Bourget, we declare our determination to keep fossil fuels in the ground. This is 
the only way forward. 
Concretely, governments have to end subsidies to the fossil fuel industry, and to freeze fossil fuel extraction by leaving untouched 80% of all 
existing fossil fuel reserves. 
We know that this implies a great historical shift. We will not wait for states to make it happen. Slavery and apartheid did not end because states 
decided to abolish them. Mass mobilisations left political leaders no other choice. 
The situation today is precarious. We have, however, a unique opportunity to reinvigorate democracy, to dismantle the dominance of corporate 
political power, to transform radically our modes of production and consumption. Ending the era of fossil fuels is one important step towards the 
fair and sustainable society we need. 
We will not waste this opportunity, in Paris or elsewhere, today or tomorrow. 
 
 



“STOP CLIMATE CRIMES!” 
 

November 28-29 – mass 
decentralised protests 
 

November 28-December 11 
– Paris Conference of 
Polluters 21 
 

December 12 – Paris mass 
action: ‘to have the last 
word’ 



Leymah Gbowee, President of St.Peter’s Lutheran Church Women 
Comfort Freeman, National President for All of the Lutheran Women 

Asatu Bah Kenneth, Liberian Muslim Women’s Organization 

















 vital need for SA’s ‘Million Climate Jobs’ 
campaign, so that affected workers have a 
Just Transition: guaranteed, well-paid jobs 
that help society and save the planet! 

 

http://www.climatejobs.org.za/ 



 kayaktivists 



 Greenpeace in  
Portland July 2015 



 stopping a Shell Oil ship from leaving Portland 



 eventually forced its way out, to drill Artic oil 







thanks in part (4%) to bunker fuels 



South Durban 



South Durban 

single buoy 
mooring: 

80% of SA’s 
intake 

Sapref: 
BP/Shell 

Engen:  80% 
Petronas 

(Malaysia) 

hypertoxic 
South Durban, 

‘Africa’s armpit’ 

Toyota car 
assembly 

Mondi 
paper mill 

hazardous petro-
chemical plants 

Africa’s 
biggest port 

Island View 
tank farm 

Africa’s largest oil 
refining complex 

container 
terminals 

freight 
traffic 

(often illegal) 

new capacity: R250 billion plan! 





in meeting after meeting: unanimous 
opposition to port-petrochem expansion 









CJ movement: leave the oil in the soil,  
the coal in the hole, the tarsand in the land 

• Niger Delta women, Environmental Rights Action, MEND halted most oil exploitation in 2008 
• Ecuador’s Amazon indigenous activists + Accion Ecologica halt oil drilling in Yasuni Park 
• British Climate Camp (Crude Awakening block Coryton refinery, MI5 spy couldn’t crack it) 
• Australian Rising Tide regularly block Newcastle coal exports 
• Norwegian environmentalists and Attac win against state oil company in Lofoten region, 2011 
• Canada: Alberta anti-tarsands green and indigenous activists  
• stopping US King Coal: Mountain Top Removal nearly halted in Appalachia; Navajo Nation 

forced cancellation of Black Meza (Arizona) mine permit against world’s largest coal company, 
Peabody;  Powder River Basin (MN, WY) farmers and ranchers fight coal expansion 

• derailing US coal energy: nearly all 151 proposed new coal power plants in Bush Energy Plan 
cancelled, abandoned or stalled since 2007; key community forces: Indigenous Environmental 
Network, Energy Justice Network and Western Mining Action Network, plus Sierra legal team 

• preventing incinerators: since 2000, no new waste incinerators (more carbon-intensive than 
coal and leading source of cancer-causing dioxins)  
– Global Alliance for Incinerator Alternatives, Detroit victory, wastepickers movement 

• defeating  parts of the tarsands pipelines from Canada through the United States 
• undamming Mega Hydro at Klamath River: indigenous communities defeat Pacificorp Power 
• building resilient communities through local action: frontline communities winning campaigns 

linking climate justice to basic survival - e.g., Oakland Climate Action Coalition Just Transition 
• movement to halt fracking of shale gas: France, Quebec, Pittsburgh, Nigeria, South Africa 



This Changes Everything:  
Capitalism vs. the Climate  
Naomi Klein, author of the #1 international  
bestsellers, The Shock Doctrine and No Logo,  
returns with This Changes Everything,  
a must-read on how the climate crisis needs  
to spur transformational political change 
 
     We seem to have given up on any serious effort to prevent catastrophic climate change. 
Despite mounting scientific evidence, denialism is surging in many wealthy countries, and 
extreme fossil-fuel extraction gathers pace. Exposing the work of ideologues on the right who 
know the challenge this poses to the free market all too well, Naomi Klein also challenges the 
failing strategies of environmental groups.  

     This Changes Everything argues that the deep changes required should not be 
viewed as punishments to fear, but as a kind of gift. It's time to stop running 
from the full implications of the crisis and begin to embrace them.  
        Naomi Klein is an award-winning journalist, syndicated columnist and author of the 
international bestsellers, The Shock Doctrine and No Logo. She is a member of the board of 
directors for 350.org, a global grassroots movement to solve the climate crisis, a Puffin 
Foundation Writing Fellow at The Nation Institute, and a former Miliband Fellow at the LSE. 

http://books.google.co.kr/books?id=P81bAwAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0


This Changes Everything  
• energy (oil/coal to renewables) 
• transport (private to public, shipping to local production) 
• urban form (from sprawling suburbs to compact cities) 
• housing/services (from hedonism to socio-ecological) 
• agriculture/food (from semi-feudal, sugar-saturated, carbon-intensive 

plantation-grown to organic, cooperative and vegetarian-centric) 
• production (from multinational-corporate capitalist logic to ‘Just 

Transition’ localization, eco-social planning and cooperation) 
• consumption (from advertisement-driven, high-carbon, import-

intensive and materialistic to de-commodified basic-needs guarantees 
and eco-socially sound consumption norms) 

• disposal (from planned obsolesence to ‘zero-waste’) 
• health, education, arts and social policy (from capitalist-determined 

to post-carbon, post-capitalist)  
• social/private space (from durable race/class/gender segregation to 

public space, recreation, desegregation and human liberation)  
 
 

 

http://books.google.co.kr/books?id=P81bAwAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0




instead of 
carbon 
trading, 

concept of 
‘ecological 
debt’ now 
recognised 





The results after one year of implementation have 
been remarkable. 
• Before the pilot program, 42% of children in the 

village were malnourished. Now the proportion 
of malnourished children has dropped 
significantly, to 10%.  

• The village school reported higher attendance 
rates … children were better fed and more 
attentive.  

• Police statistics showed a 36.5% drop in crime 
since the introduction of the grants. 

• Poverty rates declined from 86% to 68% (97% to 
43% when controlled for migration).  

• Unemployment dropped as well, from 60% to 
45%, and there was a 29% increase in average 
earned income, excluding the BIG. 

 

Carnegie Council: 
http://www.policyinnovations.org/ideas/briefings/data/000163 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Basic Income 
Grant (BIG) pilot in 
Otjivero, Namibia 

(funded by German-
Namibian Evangelical 

Lutheran church)  
Council of Churches of Namibia (CCN), the 
National Union of Namibian Workers (NUNW), the 
umbrella body of the NGOs (NANGOF), the 
umbrella body of the AIDS organisations 
(NANASO), the National Youth Service (NYC), the 
Church Alliance for Orphans (CAFO), the Legal 
Assistance Centre (LAC) and the Labour Resource 
and Research Institute (LaRRI) 


