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This Changes Everything:  
Capitalism vs. the Climate  
Naomi Klein, author of the #1 international  
bestsellers, The Shock Doctrine and No Logo,  
returns with This Changes Everything,  
a must-read on how the climate crisis needs  
to spur transformational political change 
 
We seem to have given up on any serious effort to prevent catastrophic climate change. Despite 
mounting scientific evidence, denialism is surging in many wealthy countries, and extreme fossil-
fuel extraction gathers pace. Exposing the work of ideologues on the right who know the 
challenge this poses to the free market all too well, Naomi Klein also challenges the failing 
strategies of environmental groups. This Changes Everything argues that the deep changes 
required should not be viewed as punishments to fear, but as a kind of gift. It's time to stop 
running from the full implications of the crisis and begin to embrace them.  

 
Naomi Klein is an award-winning journalist, syndicated columnist and author of the 
international bestsellers, The Shock Doctrine and No Logo. She is a member of the board of 
directors for 350.org, a global grassroots movement to solve the climate crisis, a Puffin 
Foundation Writing Fellow at The Nation Institute, and a former Miliband Fellow at the LSE. 

http://books.google.co.kr/books?id=P81bAwAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0


SOUTH AFRICA 

World Association for Political Economy, 19-21 June 2015 





Durban as Africa’s largest harbour 
but too small for new 12-24,000-container ships 



Durban as host for 

World Conference 
Against Racism 

2001 



Durban as semi-final host 

for World Cup 2010 



 

visit CCS                   top 3 floors 
at Howard              of Memorial 
College                 Tower Building 
Campus 

Durban COP17 – December 2011: 
climate’s ecological modernisation 

revised evidence-based logo 



Durban, 2013: BRICS summit 



This Changes Everything (following Richard Westra, Alice Kim, Kim Eojin, Greg Sharzer) 

• energy (oil/coal to renewables) 
• transport (private to public, shipping to local production) 
• urban form (from sprawling suburbs to compact cities) 
• housing/services (from hedonism to socio-ecological) 
• agriculture/food (from semi-feudal, sugar-saturated, carbon-intensive 

plantation-grown to organic, cooperative and vegetarian-centric) 
• production (from multinational-corporate capitalist logic to ‘Just 

Transition’ localization, eco-social planning and cooperation) 
• consumption (from advertisement-driven, high-carbon, import-

intensive and materialistic to de-commodified basic-needs guarantees 
and eco-socially sound consumption norms) 

• disposal (from planned obsolesence to ‘zero-waste’) 
• health, education, arts and social policy (from capitalist-determined 

to post-carbon, post-capitalist)  
• social/private space (from durable race/class/gender segregation to 

public space, recreation, desegregation and human liberation)  
 
 

 

http://books.google.co.kr/books?id=P81bAwAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0


Durban rally, May Day 2013 

  
 

starting from where the movements already are 



1955  Freedom Charter 
– The People Shall Share in the Country's Wealth! 

The national wealth of our country, the heritage of 
South Africans, shall be restored to the people; 
The mineral wealth beneath the soil, the Banks and 
monopoly industry shall be transferred to the 
ownership of the people as a whole; 
All other industry and trade shall be controlled to 
assist the wellbeing of the people… 

– The national wealth of our country, the heritage of 
South Africans, shall be restored to the people 
 

 



 what national economic policies needed? 
• reimpose exchange controls, lower interest rates, audit SA’s 

‘Odious Debt’, control illicit capital flows & trade 

• adopt industrial policy aimed at import substitution, 
sectoral re-balancing, social needs, eco-sustainability 

• increase state social spending, paid for by higher corporate 
taxes, cross-subsidisation and more domestic borrowing (& 
loose-money ‘Quantitative Easing’, too, if necessary) 

• reorient infrastructure to meet unmet basic needs, and 
expand/maintain/improve energy grid, sanitation, public 
transport, clinics, schools, recreational facilities, internet 

• adopt ‘Million Climate Jobs’ strategies to generate 
employment for a genuinely green ‘Just Transition’ 
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South Durban’s port-petrochem plan 
 
 



competing visions for South Durban 
 

1) Presidential Infrastructure Coordinating Commission (2011) 
+ Durban municipality’s ‘South Durban Spatial Development 

Framework’ (2004) and ‘Back of Port Zoning Plan’ (2011) 
problems: high risk due to world trade, port-petrochemical 

dynamics, pro-corporate orientation, ecological destruction, 
unsustainable sprawl, amplified racial and class inequality 

 
  

2) South Durban Community Environmental Alliance 
‘Spatial and development vision’ (2008) 

problems: localist, incrementalist, does not address full 
spectrum of changes, fails to bring in all potential alliance 

partners, fails to desegregate (race, class, gender) 



2) South Durban Community Environmental Alliance 
‘Spatial and development vision’ (2008) 

problems: localist, incrementalist, does not address full 
spectrum of changes, fails to bring in all potential alliance 

partners, fails to desegregate (race, class, gender) 











The Economist, 25 Feb 2009 

world’s most risky emerging market 



 

SA’s extremely high interest rates: 
long-term real interest rates, February 2011 



belated fixed investment rise: state megaprojects  
(e.g. stadia, Gautrain, Medupi, Coega, SAA, arms) 

Source: SA Treasury 
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world’s highest 
property bubble  
389% rise, 1997-2008 

responsible for explosion of 
construction, finance 



Harvey (1989) on interurban entrepreneurial 
competition resulting from 

the difficulties that have beset capitalist economies since 
the recession of 1973. Deindustrialisation, widespread and 
seemingly ‘structural’ unemployment, fiscal austerity at 
both the national and local levels, all coupled with a rising 
tide of neoconservatism and much stronger appeal (though 
often more in theory than in practice) to market rationality 
and privatisation, provide a backdrop to understanding why 
so many urban governments, often of quite different 
political persuasions and armed with very different legal 
and political powers, have all taken a broadly similar 
direction. 



Harvey (1989) on interurban 
entrepreneurial competition  

to the degree that interurban competition becomes 
more potent, it will almost certainly operate as an 
‘external coercive power’ over individual cities to bring 
them closer into line with the discipline and logic of 
capitalist development. It may even force repetitive and 
serial reproduction of certain patterns of development 
(such as the serial reproduction of ‘world trade centers’ 
or of new cultural and entertainment centers, of 
waterfront development, of postmodern shopping 
malls, and the like). 



Limits of Interurban Entrepreneurial Competition in Durban 
Structure and Agency under Neoliberal-Nationalist Municipal Management 

Patrick Bond, University of KwaZulu-Natal 
Presented to the American Association of Geographers 

14 April 2011, Seattle, Washington 

Can Durban Recover From City-scale Neoliberal Nationalism? 

Looting Durban 
by PATRICK BOND 2 January 2012  

This is the South African city of Durban’s first week since 2002 without City Manager Michael Sutcliffe. He 
became well known across the world as a target of community and environmental activism, for catalyzing a 
$400 million stadium for the soccer World Cup in 2010, and for hosting the COP17 climate summit last 
month, in a city of 3.5 million of whom a third are dirt-poor and another third struggle as underpaid 
workers. 
     Why did they put up with Sutcliffe’s mainly malevolent rule? Alongside constituencies of fisherfolk, 
streetchildren and informal traders, many grassroots groups like the South Durban Community 
Environmental Alliance, the Chatsworth Westcliff Flatdwellers, Abahlali base Mjondolo shackdwellers and 
Clairwood Ratepayers and Residents Association have long condemned race- and class-biased municipal 
policy and Sutcliffe’s viciousness. But the prestige of the African National Congress (ANC) liberation 
movement means the ruling party has been comfortably re-elected since the days of Mandela (1994-99). 
Until the leading trade unions break their alliance with the ANC, that won’t change, and ruthless men like 
Sutcliffe will stay at the top of government. 



 



Racial self-identification 
   in Durban in 2001 



Income self-identification 
   in Durban in 2011 



Durban’s Moses Mabhida: 
R3.1 bn ($390mn)  

‘Alien’s Handbag’  

out of sight: vast backlogs of housing,  
water/sanitation, electricity, clinics 





Trevor Phillips, former CEO   . 
 of Premier Soccer League:     . 

“What the hell are we going to do with a 70,000-
seater football stadium in Durban once the World Cup 
is over? Durban has two football teams which attract 

crowds of only a few thousand. It would have been 
more sensible to have built smaller stadiums nearer 
the football-loving heartlands and used the surplus 
funds to have constructed training facilities in the 

townships.”  

so who uses Mabhida 
after July 2010? 

(Sharks champion rugby team said 
‘no’ – old, next-door, 52,000-seat 

stadium is even better) 



ongoing 
anti-FIFA 
protest:  

Stallion Security workers against labour 
broking, informal traders facing restrictions, 

displaced Durban fisherfolk, CT residents of N2 
Gateway project forcibly removed, construction 

workers, AIDS activists prevented from 
distributing condoms, environmentalists 

concerned about World Cup’s offset 
‘greenwashing’, Mbombela students who lost 

school, disability rights advocates, poor towns’ 
residents demanding provincial rezoning 

  
 

SA Transport and Allied Workers Union 
wage strike, 2010 

construction workers strike, 2008 

Durban’s Warwick Early Morning Market:  
anti-displacement protest, 2009 

Stallion Security guards in Durban 



Durban street protest, June 16 





Gigaba: "the ANC has identified radical socioeconomic 
transformation as the next phase of our democratic 
transition, and the most critical task before us. 
Addressing the triple challenges requires us to 
restructure our economy into a more labour-absorbing 
one that is characterised by deracialised and 
widespread ownership, and employment equity, with 
a far greater degree of local beneficiation and value 
addition. Indeed, inclusive and equitable growth is the 
only way to create the millions of sustainable and 
decent jobs that will bring dignity to our people. One 
of the levers we are using to restructure the South 
African economy is infrastructure investment." 
 

 



reality check from South Durban 
The $25 billion targeted for South Durban's makeover will result in a more capital-
intensive port complex in part because of the extremely high degree of 
privatisation (100% of dug-out port) envisaged and in part because of the 
tendency of the shipping industry towards robotisation (e.g., a new Walmart 15 
000 container ship crosses from China to the US with only 13 crew).  
 The ownership patterns that will result logically favour large multinational 
corporations with global networks, not local deracialised broad-based ownership.  
 Economic localisation will suffer because of the extreme commitment to 
globalisation represented by the port expansion from 2.5 to 20 million containers 
per annum by 2040. The 'growth' will be exclusionary and inequitable.  
 The genuine 'infrastructure investment' required by hundreds of thousands of 
residents in the South Durban Basin - especially basic-needs affordably-priced 
housing, services and transport plus labour-intensive, green employment - is the 
polar opposite of the massive white-elephant, high-carbon, high-polluting, low-
employment corporate-welfare project envisaged by Gigaba.  
 In various meetings with Gigaba and his colleagues, community activists have 
set out these concerns, but to no avail. 



financial sanctions to halt port-petrochem:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

what social movement narratives, strategies, tactics? 



Back of Port Zoning Plan, 
secret 2011 municipal document 



South Durban’s 
future, and what it 

means for our 
economy, society 
and environment 

overall critique of port-petrochem 

and need for detox-led infrastructure 



single buoy 
mooring: 

80% of SA’s 
intake 

Sapref: 
BP/Shell 

Engen:  80% 
Petronas 

(Malaysia) 

hypertoxic 
South Durban, 

‘Africa’s armpit’ 

Toyota car 
assembly 

Mondi 
paper mill 

hazardous petro-
chemical plants 

Africa’s 
biggest port 

Island View 
tank farm 

Africa’s largest oil 
refining complex 

container 
terminals 

freight 
traffic 

(often illegal) 

new capacity: R250 billion plan! 



$25 billion shipping-petrochem makeover: 
1) 1-3) deepening/widening of old port 

2) 4) new roads & dug-out port (old airport) 
3) 5-6) major expansion of old port 

to increase traffic from 2.5 to 20 mn containers/year 



$25 bn ‘Back of Port’ project  



Transnet’s South Durban Dig-Out Port: 
ubiquitous image of what we can expect 



who wins from new 

infrastructure spending? 
 • Johan van Zyl, Toyota SA CEO: ‘Durban as a 

brand is not strong enough to simply say 
“come and invest in Durban”. What it needs to 
attract investors are big projects. Durban 
needs to keep ahead of the competition. China 
is building ports they don’t even know when 
they will use. If return on investment is the 
line of thinking we may never see  

 the infrastructure.’ – 6 February 2012 









 old ships: 5000 TEUs (20ft containers) 

 anything bigger: ‘post-Panamax’ 



 new hub-spoke model for container ports 



 driven by $5 bn investment 



 to unblock this bottleneck: 
 

 the Panama Canal 
 







and now a Pandora’s Box for 
shipping: route across North Pole 





 and deep-sea oil to be drilled 
 





opening thanks in part (4%) to bunker fuels 



the world’s filthiest transport energy 



can we use 
climate change 
arguments in 

Environmental 
Impact 

Assessments,  
to question the 
logic of hyper-

competitive 
port-petrochem 

expansion? 



our complaint: 
Transnet hires eco-

consultants who are 
climate denialists   







Global Day of Action, Durban, South Africa, Saturday, December 3, 2011 



extreme beachfront damage 

then came March 2007 storm 



also poor and working people – especially shackdwellers 

not just the rich living on the beachfront 



Engen refinery, August 2012 



what other damage? 







Source: South Durban Community Environmental Alliance 

South Durban’s most 
explosive refinery: Engen                

Settlers Primary School: 
52% asthma rate (world’s highest) 



 

 

fires, explosions 
in South Durban 

25 October 2008, flaring, regular 
occurrence at SAPREF and Engen Source: South Durban Community Environmental Alliance 

• 21 September 2007, 
Island View Storage (IVS) 
facility, tank explosion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• 18 September 2007, 
explosion at the IVS 
facility. 

SDCEA demands refinery closure 

18 January 2005, explosion 
at Engen Refinery 



S. Durban’s 
next most 
explosive 

tank farm: 
Island View 



 



October 10, 2011 

October 11, 2011: war on Engen 

Settlers Primary School: 52% asthma rate, highest in world  





community /environmental opposition 



in meeting after meeting: unanimous 
opposition to port-petrochem expansion 











will state/capital’s incremental strategy 
plus community co-optation work? 







activists envisage 5-step 
‘South Durban Detox’ 

resist, rezone, restructure 
 1) reverse attempted rezoning of Clairwood  

2) enforce/expand existing residential zoning 
of Clairwood, Merebank and Wentworth 

3) mobilise solidarity in Durban & everywhere 
4) take seriously climate rhetoric: shift freight to 
trains, lower trade vulnerability, de-smokestack  
5) plan/implement post-pollution, post-carbon 
Durban with ‘Million Climate Jobs’ campaign 

 



what is ‘climate justice’? 
core principles from Rights of Mother Earth conference, 
Cochabamba, Bolivia (April 2010) 

•50 percent reduction of greenhouse gas emissions by 2017 
•stabilising temperature rises to 1C and 300 Parts Per Million 

•acknowledging the climate debt 
owed by developed countries (6% of GDP) 
•full respect for Human Rights and the inherent rights of indigenous people 
•universal declaration of Mother Earth rights to ensure harmony with nature 
•establishment of an International Court of Climate Justice 

•rejection of carbon markets, and 
REDD’s commodifed nature and forests 
•promotion of change in consumption patterns of developed countries 
•end of intellectual property rights for climate technologies 





South Africa 
seeks a $3.75 
bn loan from 

the World 
Bank to 
finance 

Eskom’s coal-
fired power.  

 

Can we block 
it? 



Medupi is in 
Limpopo Province, 

the second poorest, 
near Lephalale 

The largest 
electricity 

consumers are 
smelters in 

Richards Bay 
and the Vaal 



Ten reasons to block  Medupi – 
world’s 4th biggest coal-fired 

power plant: 
 
 
  

  
• climate destruction 
• local ecologies, health 
• no participation in (belated) WB 
process 
• poor people pay excessive prices 
• disconnections, social strife and 
oppression 
•multinational corps. get ultra-cheap 
power 
• profit outflow to MNCs 
• increased foreign debt 
• privatisation  
• ANC corruption  
• WB's apartheid (and post-
apartheid) history 

 





“successfully stabilised?” 



“successfully stabilised” 



“KwaZulu-Natal’s Marikana?” 
- Chief Provincial Planner Frikkie Brookes, 18 September 2012 



Presidential Infrastructure Coordinating Commission 



a future post-carbon, post-capitalist South Durban? 



a Japanese airport that is now a solar energy farm   



preserving, integrating and transforming South Durban 



Durban port solidarity: Zimbabwe 



Durban port solidarity: Palestine 


