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ideas, evidence, campaigning 





‘globalisation of people, 
deglobalisation of capital’ 

I sympathise with those who would minimise, rather 
than with those who would maximise, economic 
entanglement among nations. Ideas, knowledge, 
science, hospitality, travel – these are the things 
which should of their nature be international. But let 
goods be homespun whenever it is reasonably and 

conveniently possible and, above all, let 
finance be primarily national.  
-John Maynard Keynes (1933), ‘National Self-Sufficiency,’ Yale Review. 

  



more recent voices for deglobalisation of capital: 
Walden Bello, former director, Focus on the Global South 

       

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘Delinking is not synonymous with autarky, but rather 
with the subordination of external relations 
to the logic of internal development... 
Delinking implies a 'popular' content, anti-capitalist 
in the sense of being in conflict with the dominant 
capitalism, but permeated with the multiplicity of 
divergent interests.’-- Delinking, Zed Press, 1985. 

 

‘I am not talking about withdrawing from the 
international economy. I am speaking about 

reorienting our economies from 
production for export to 
production for the local market.’-- 
Deglobalization, Zed Press, 2002.  

 Samir Amin, director of World Forum for Alternatives, Dakar 
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voices for deglobalisation of capital 
Susan George 

renowned author and a founder of ATTAC, France 

• These institutions [IMF and 
World Bank] have had their 
chance. Anytime anyone 
asks, 'And what would you 
put in its place?' I am 
tempted to respond, 'And 
what would you put in the 
place of cancer?” 
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Source: Michael Burawoy 

Karl Polanyi’s double movement: waves of globalisation 

social, labor and environmental movements 



stagnant world economy since 1970s 

Source: Michael Roberts 





commodity prices peaked in 
2011, and are now crashing 



commodity prices peak 



FDI is crashing: welcome to “Gated Globe” 
as pressure rises for deglobalisation strategies 



emerging markets began closing capital accounts 

renewed 
exchange 
controls 

global financial flows are shrinking rapidly  



South African example of a 
deglobalisation campaign 



South Durban 



South Durban 
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new capacity: R250 billion plan! 



$25 billion shipping-petrochem makeover: 
1) 1-3) deepening/widening of old port 

2) 4) new roads & dug-out port (old airport) 
3) 5-6) major expansion of old port 

to increase container traffic from 2.5 to 20 mn/year 







what Transnet wants, and why we need 
sanctions against its $25 bn expansion 



can Durban harbour go post-Panamax? 
will overcapacity wreck North-South shipping? 



 old ships: 5000 TEUs (20ft containers) 

 anything bigger: ‘post-Panamax’ 



 new hub-spoke model for container ports 



 driven by $5 bn investment 



 to unblock this bottleneck: 
 

 the Panama Canal 
 







and now there’s a Pandora’s Box 
for mega-shipping: the route 

across the North Pole 



 and there’s deep-sea oil to be 
drilled down there, too 

 



















thanks in part (4%) to bunker fuels 







Global Day of Action, Durban, South Africa, Saturday, December 3, 2011 



community /environmental opposition 



in meeting after meeting: unanimous 
opposition to port-petrochem expansion 







deglobalisation of capital applied to 
AIDS medicines campaigning 







case study of successful  
SA-internationalist social  
movement advocacy for 

AIDS policy and solidarity:  
access to Anti-RetroVirals 

Gugu Dlamini 

•  1990s – US promotes Intellectual Property above all, so monopoly-
patented ARVs cost $10-15,000/person/year – way too expensive! 

• 1997 – SA’s Medicines Act allows ‘compulsory licensing’ to break 
patent for generic producers – i.e., deglobalisation of medicines; 

• 1998 – US State Dept counters Medicines Act with ‘full court press’, 
Treatment Action Campaign (TAC) formed, stoning death of AIDS 
activist Gugu Dlamini in her Durban township due to stigmatisation 

• 1999 – Al Gore for president, ACTUP! opposition to Gore, Seattle 
WTO protest, Bill Clinton surrender, ‘AIDS dissidents’ emerge  

• 2000 – AIDS conference in Durban, rise of Thabo Mbeki’s denialism 
• 2001 – ‘PMA-SA v Mandela’ lawsuit w Medicines sans Frontiers & 

Oxfam, while TAC imports Thai, Brazilian, Indian generics 



TAC’s Anti-RetroVirals campaign: 
 

 
 
  
 

Zackie Ahmat,  

Nelson Mandela 

• 2001 – Constitutional Court supports nevirapine,  
major World Trade Organisation (TRIPS) concession, Doha 

• 2002 – critiques of Mbeki, Manto Tshabalala-Msimang 
• 2003 – ANC compels change in state policy 
• 2004 – generics produced in SA, global AIDS funds increase 
• 2013 – 4 million public sector recipients of ARVs 
• 2014-15 threats – fiscal conservatism, Obama’s Pepfar cuts 

strategic successes: 
dramatic rise in life expectancy  
from 52 in 2005 to 62 in 2015 

‘commoning’ of intellectual property 
decommodification and destratification 

• deglobalisation of capital 
• globalisation of solidarity 


