
• Luxemburg, O’Connor, Harvey, Swyngedouw, 
Nabudere, Saleh, Bullard, Martinez-Alier, etc  

• connecting dots: housing, water/sanitation, 
segregation, resource curses, climate justice 

• routes through rights-talk to the commons, 
and ecological modernisation to eco-socialism 

• experiences of 25 years in the SA struggle 

from capitalism to socialism via  
nature in South Africa & the world 

 
 

 

conference of the Association of American Geographers 
Tampa, Florida, 10 April 2014 

 

Capitalism Nature Socialism 25th anniversary lecture 

by Patrick Bond, University of KwaZulu-Natal Centre for Civil Society, within 

the School of Built Environment and Development Studies 





‘one person, one vote 
in a unitary state’ 

(traditional liberation movement 
demand, successful on 27 April 1994)  

 
 



racial-
apartheid 

‘Swiss 
cheese’ 

geography 
of white (and 
‘Indian’ and 
‘coloured’) 
areas, with 

bantustans for 
rural black 

Africans 
 
 



class-
apartheid 

‘Swiss 
cheese’ 

geography 
of formerly 
white areas 
and former 
bantustans: 

correlation of 
bantustans to 

current 
poverty and 
state service 

shortages 



 extra-economic extraction 
in capitalist/non-capitalist relations 

Rosa Luxemburg 
  ‘     Accumulation of capital periodically 

bursts out in crises and spurs capital on to a 
continual extension of the market. Capital cannot 
accumulate without the aid of non-capitalist 
relations, nor … can it tolerate their continued 
existence side by side with itself.  

   Only the continuous and progressive 
disintegration of non-capitalist relations makes 
accumulation of capital possible. 

 



Capitalism is the first mode of economy which is 
unable to exist by itself, which needs other economic 
systems as a medium and soil. Although it strives to 
become universal, and, indeed, on account of this its 
tendency, it must break down – because it is 
immanently incapable of becoming a universal form 
of production.  

 In its living history it is a contradiction in itself, and 
its movement of accumulation provides a solution to 
the conflict and aggravates it at the same time. (p.447) 

Luxemburg: the limits of crisis displacement 



Historically, the accumulation of 
capital is a kind of metabolism 
between capitalist economy and 
those pre-capitalist methods of 
production without which it 
cannot go on and which, in this 
light, it corrodes and assimilates. 
 Non-capitalist relations 
provide a fertile soil for 
capitalism; more strictly: capital 
feeds on the ruins of such 
relations, and although this non-
capitalist milieu is indispensable 
for accumulation, the latter 
proceeds at the cost of this 
medium nevertheless, by eating 
it up.  (p.397) 



Berlin, 1884-85 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Africa carved 



Scramble for Africa: England, France, 
Portugal, Belgium, Germany, a few others 



  Manmohan Singh       Xi Jinping             Jacob Zuma    Dilma Rousseff       Vladimir Putin 



useful  Africa   
Source: Le Monde Diplomatique, Feb 2011 







1) rising organic composition of K, overproduction 

2) overaccumulation intensifies ruinous competition 

3) capital responds to crisis tendencies: 

• Marx – search for relative and absolute surplus value 

• Luxemburg – capitalist-noncapitalist relations, imperialism 

• O’Connor – second contradiction of capitalism 

• Harvey – spatio-temporal fixes, accumulation by dispossession 

4) relative surplus value amplifies overproduction 

5) absolute surplus value leads to imperialism 

6) dominant capitals resist and transfer devalorisation 
to vulnerable spaces and populations, and to nature  



Harvey’s augmentation of crisis theory: 
• ‘spatial fix’ – from gentrification to globalisation 

• shifting overaccumulation across space, 
amplifying uneven development 

• ‘temporal fix’ – financialization  

• stalling across time using credit system (mop 
up overproduction now but pay later) 

• ‘accumulation by dispossession’ –  imperialism 

• stealing across space and time, amplifying 
uneven and combined development 



http://davidharvey.org 



political economy: follow circuits of capital 

CRISIS 

Source: David Harvey, The Urbanization of Capital (1985) 

consumer credit 
boom,mutual aid 
systems, ‘site and 

service’, etc 
 

gendered 
reproduction 

of labour power, 
 
 

outsourced work, 
immigrant abuse, 

incarcerated 
labour, etc 

 
 
 

Green Economy, biotechnologies, 
Payment  for Eco-system Services 
and other technological fixes to 

ecological crises 

pollution at point of 
production; 
infrastructure 
subsidies, etc 

 

 
 

state social welfare shrinkage, 
means-testing and stigmatisation, 
commercialisation, home-based 
care – alongside authoritarian 

policing 

into capitalist – non-capitalist relations 



political economy: following Nancy Fraser 

Source: David Harvey, The Urbanization of Capital (1985) 



Ugandan marxist 
Dani Nabudere 

(1929-2011)  
‘financialization’  
thesis vindicated 

The Crash of 
International  

Finance Capital  
and  

The Rise and Fall 
of Money Capital  

source: The Economist 



Erik Swyngedouw: urban hydro-political ecology 

…water flows would narrate stories of people and 

powerful socio-ecological processes that produce urban spaces of 
• privilege and exclusion; 
• participation and marginality;  
• water-borne disease; 
• speculation in water-industry related futures and options;  
• chemical, physical and biological reactions and transformations;  
• the global hydrological cycle and global warming;  
• the capital, machinations and strategies of dam builders;  
• urban land developers;  
• the knowledges of the engineers;  
• the passage from river to urban reservoir.  

In sum, my cup of water embodies multiple tales of the “city as a hybrid.” 
The rhizome of underground and surface water flows, of streams, pipes and veins that 
come together in urban water gushing from the stand-pipe is a powerful metaphor for 
the socio-ecological processes that produce the city and become embodied in city life. 

‘The city as a hybrid: On nature, society and cyborg urbanization,’ Capitalism Nature Socialism, 7:2, 65-80, 1996 





externalization of 
costs takes 
the form of an 
extraction of 
surpluses, both 
economic and 
thermodynamic: 
  
1) a social debt to 
inadequately paid 
workers;  
 
2) an embodied 
debt to women 
family caregivers; 
and  
 
3) an ecological 
debt drawn on 
nature at large. 







bulk water 
supply from 

Lesotho 
 
 
 

  
 

 
satisfying 

Johannesburg’s 
thirst but at 
what cost? 

 
 

  
 

largest dam complex in Africa 



case of social movement 
water-rights talk: 
decommodifying 

state services  
in Soweto 

 



South Africa’s right to water? 
• ‘everyone has the right to an 

environment that is not harmful to 
their health or well-being... 
everyone has the right to have 
access to... sufficient water’ 
– Bill of Rights, Constitution of the Republic of SA, 1996 – subject to 

‘progressive realisation of rights’ and budget constraints clauses 
  
• 2003-09 lawsuit by Soweto activists (Mazibuko et al) and 
Coalition Against Water Privatisation (CAWP) against 
Johannesburg government (following Paris-based Suez): 
http://www.law.wits.ac.za/cals 



• How much water? 

– City of Joburg and Suez (2001): 25 litres/capita/day 

– Phiri activists, CAWP, CALS (2003): 50 lcd 

–High Court (Tsoka in April 2008): 50 lcd 

– Constitutional Court (Oct 2009): ‘we don’t DO policy’  

• What delivery mechanism? 

– Joburg, Suez: pre-payment meters 

– Phiri et al: credit meters (as in white areas) 

–High Court: pre-payment meters are discriminatory 

– ConCourt: no problem with pre-payment meters 

two features of Mazibuko v Johannesburg  
(most important water-rights case to date) 



critiques of socio-economic ‘rights talk’ 
(mostly from Critical Legal Scholars e.g. Roithmayr, Madlingozi, Pieterse, Brandt) 

• individualist: private/familial instead of public/political  

• consumption-oriented, without linkages to production, ecology 

• ‘framed not to resist but to legitimise neoliberalism’ (Daria Roithmayr) 

• leaves in place society’s class structure, and ‘bleeds off any real move 

to dismantle these processes through redistribution and reparations’ 

(DR) 

• technicist discourse: alienates mass base and society in general 

• mass-based organisations become the ‘client’, are ‘domesticated’ 

(Tshepo Madlingozi), are told to halt protests during litigation 

• rights are ‘watered down’ with Constitutional clauses of ‘progressive 

realisation’, ‘reasonable’ measures and ‘within available resources’ 

• legal alleyways distract from a more transformative route to politics 

• for class reasons, judges are amongst society’s most conservative elites  

• capitalism won’t deliver these goods!   



through rights to ‘commoning’? 
 

Michael Hardt (coauthor of Commonwealth): 
  

On the one hand, the common refers to the earth 
and all of its ecosystems, including the atmosphere, 
the oceans and rivers, and the forests, as well as all 

the forms of life that interact with them. The 
common, on the other hand, also refers to the 
products of human labor and creativity that we 

share, such as ideas, knowledges, images, codes, 
affects, social relationships, and the like. 

 
  
 



difference in the two discourses (rights & commons) 

 
 
 

• water is demanded as an individualized consumption norm 
in one (rights) and is ‘shared’ in the other (commons); 

• Bakker: rights advocates’ ‘widespread failure to adequately 
distinguish between different elements of neoliberal reform 
processes, an analytical sloppiness that diminishes our 
ability to correctly characterize the aims and trajectories of 
neoliberal projects of resource management reform’;  

• rebuttal from Johannesburg activists is that rights discourses 
– even as purely rhetorical demands for a constitutional 
entitlement, used to empower ordinary people – can serve 
as a step: through rights to the commons; 

• world‘s only hope is global-scale environmental planning 
(sometimes termed eco-socialism): through commons 



 



what choices do we have 
when pricing water? 

• Curve A is ‘short-run marginal cost 
curve’, i.e., ‘commodification’; 

• Curve B is a typical ‘cost-plus 
markup’ tariff which aims to ‘get 
the prices right’ (avoid distorting 
the market) so as to attract 
privatisation investment; 

• Curve C is the ‘eco-social justice 
tariff’ which combines a free 
lifeline, redistribution from high- to 
low-volume users, and an incentive 
to conserve, in short, 
‘decommodification’. 



Durban: three income groups with very 
different consumption patterns 

Source: Reg Bailey and Chris Buckley 
(2004), ‘Modelling Domestic Water 
Tariffs’, UKZN. 



Durban: lowest-income 1/3 of paying customers 
cut back consumption by 1/3 as price doubled 

1997 
1997 

2004 
2004 



water taps within ‘RDP’ housing 
?? 









empowerment for sometimes-
corrupt BEE construction firms 
(but not homeowner): tiny 
houses built with tissue paper 
and spit, by dubious 
politically-connected 
contractors with dubious 
ethics (Mpisanes, Jay Singh)  



‘RDP’ housing 
• half as large and constructed with flimsier 

materials than during apartheid;  
• characterised by water and electricity self-

disconnecting meters and overpricing;  
• with lower-grade state services including  

• rare rubbish collection,  

• inhumane sanitation,  

• dirt roads without street lights,  

• no sidewalks, and  

• inadequate storm-water drainage 

• located even further from jobs and amenities than 
under apartheid 



rich people’s property values! 

Pretoria 

Johannesburg 



where has the 
government built new 
‘RDP’ housing schemes 

within our richest 
province? (far away!) 

overall population distribution 

new ‘RDP’ 
housing 
projects 

since 1994 
       (blue) 



Durban’s 
‘sanitation belt’: 
outside it, no flush  

bad memories: equal 
access to water? 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:DurbanSign1989.jpg


Urine Diversion (UD) toilet: water-saving 
ecologically appropriate, inexpensive, safe 

- but needing a critique (by MamaDudu Khumalo) 
 



Urine Diversion toilet: a neoliberal loo? 





Durban’s water awards 
• 2002 National Geographic award for sanitation, 
• 2003 Dubai International Award for Best 
Practices (for sewage disposal education), 
• 2003 South African national ‘Excellence in 
Innovation’ award, 
• Ford Foundation’s 2003 Impumelelo Award,  
• ‘best municipal delivery’ and ‘Blue Drop’ awards  
• Bill Gates (2010) blogged, Durban’s Neil Macleod 

“has been a leader in thinking  
through how to improve  
sanitation for the poor in Durban” 





Urine Diversion toilet: a neoliberal loo? 

























SA’s high social protest rate 
3000 violent (thousands more non-violent) from 2009-12 





SA radical politics: linking the fragments 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
water & electricity 

decommodification, 
defence of housing 

 
 
 
 

Treatment Action 
Campaign wins free 

Anti-Retroviral 
medicines 

renewable energy 
movement  

anti-pollution 
struggles, 
opposing 
mega-project 
infrastructure 

 

strikes 

anti-debt 
 
 

capital controls 

retaking the state: 
Right2Know,  

media, anti-policing 



Marikana 
Hebron 

Jericho 

Mothutlung 



Marikana 
Hebron 

Jericho 

Mothutlung 

Madibeng municipality 
sites of mass uprisings, January 2014 



1. South Africa       599 

2. Botswana        92 

3. Zambia            75 

4. Ghana             43 

5. Namibia           32 

6. Angola             32 

7. Mali                  29 

8. Guinea          21 

9. Mauritania  20 

 Tanzania  20 

 Zimbabwe  20 

Africa’s mining 
production by 
country, 2008 



Mgcineni Noki, 
Lonmin rock 

drill operator 
16 August 2012 

platinum  
under  
Marikana 



what happened at Marikana on 16 August 2012?  















• South African police ordered several thousand striking platinum mineworkers – 
rock drill operators – off a hill where they had gathered as usual over the prior 
four days, surrounding the workers with barbed wire and firing teargas; 

• the hill was more than a kilometer away from Lonmin property, the mineworkers 
were not blocking mining operations or any other facility, and although they 
were on an ‘unprotected’ wildcat strike, they had a constitutional right to gather; 

• as they left the hill, 34 were killed and 78 others suffered bullet-wound injuries, 
all at the hands of police weapons, leaving some crippled for life, with 10 shot 
dead while moving through a small gap in the fencing, and the other two dozen 
murdered in a field and on a smaller hill nearby, as they fled; 

• no police were hurt in the operation – although it appears that a sole miner with 
a pistol fired the first shot – and the police attempted a clumsy cover-up; 

• 270 mine workers were arrested that day, followed by a weekend during which 
state prosecutors charged the men with the ‘murder’ of their colleagues (under 
an obscure apartheid-era doctrine of collective responsibility), followed by an 
embarrassed climb down by the national prosecutor after the society registered 
utter disgust; 

• internal police investigations but 20 months later, still no police arrests. 

what happened at Marikana on 16 August 2012? 



Nomgcobo Jiba Johan Smit 





wildcat strike 
contagion 





women’s power at Marikana 



reproduction of labour power in context of 
residual apartheid-type migrancy 



women’s leadership: the late Paulina Masuhlo, 
ANC town councillor shot by police on 25 August 



women’s courage: march of 800 from Nkaneng to 
Marikana police station, under extreme duress 







Tiny 
Roland 



what happened at Marikana on 15 August 2012?  

• former National Union of Mineworkers and ANC general secretary 
• co-owner of Lonmin, paid R3mn/year for “general empowerment advice” 
• incriminating emails asking police and mining ministers for intervention 

Cyril Ramaphosa 
emailing Lonmin about 
August 10-14 violence: 
“The terrible events that 
have unfolded cannot be 
described as a labour 
dispute. They are plainly 
dastardly criminal and 
must be characterised as 
such. There needs to be 
concomitant action to 
address this situation.”  





World Bank committed 
$150 mn to Lonmin, 2007 



by Patrick Bond 
University of KwaZulu-Natal  

Centre for Civil Society, Durban 
(http://ccs.ukzn.ac.za) 

pbond@mail.ngo.za * 083 425 1401 
Durban rally, May Day 2013 

  
 



1955  Freedom Charter 
– The People Shall Share in the Country's Wealth! 

The national wealth of our country, the heritage of 
South Africans, shall be restored to the people; 
The mineral wealth beneath the soil, the Banks and 
monopoly industry shall be transferred to the 
ownership of the people as a whole; 
All other industry and trade shall be controlled to 
assist the wellbeing of the people… 

– The national wealth of our country, the heritage of 
South Africans, shall be restored to the people 
 

 



it is time to correct GDP bias (global) 
 

A “genuine progress indicator” corrects the bias in GDP Source: redefiningprogress.org  



new measurements: against GDP 
 MISSING FROM GDP: 
    resource depletion (crucial to extractivism) 
    air, water, and noise pollution 
    loss of farmland and wetlands 
    unpaid women’s/community work 
    family breakdown, crime 
    other social values 

Genuine 
Progress 
Indicator  

 
towards 

Buen Vivir? 

 



new measurements against GDP 

Seattle: 
• physical health  
• time or work-life balance  
• social connection and 
community vitality  
• education  
• access to arts, culture and 
recreation 
• environmental quality 
and access to nature 
• good governance 
• material well-being  
• psychological well-being 

• Ecological footprint 
• Full cost accounting   
• Global Peace Index 
• Green GDP 
• Gross domestic product  
• Happy Planet Index  
• Human Development 
 Index  
• Index of Sustainable 
Economic Welfare 

Genuine Progress Indicator  



WAVES ‘50/50’ Campaign for Natural Capital Accounting 

 Building on the Gaborone Communique on NCA 
from the African Sustainability Summit, hosted by 
Botswana May 24-25, signed by 10 African countries 

 

62 (32 developing) countries signed the NCA 
Communique, endorsing 

• Implement natural capital accounting where there are  
internationally agreed statistical standards –the SEEA 

• Develop methodology for the more difficult to measure natural 
capital – ecosystem services  

• Demonstrate how NCA can support decision-making for 
sustainable development 

Glenn-Marie Lange, Program  Manager for WAVES Global Partnership, Environment Department, The World Bank 





extraction! 
Where is the 

Wealth of 
Nations? 

 

World Bank 
method for 

adjusting savings 
to account for a 

country’s 
tangible wealth 

and resource 
depletion 

 

Zambia, 2007  



South Africa’s natural capital accounts 
a first cut in the World Bank’s Changing Wealth of Nations (2011) 
 
substantial ‘subsoil assets’ within ‘natural capital’($/capita) 

depletion of subsoil (mineral) assets = 9% of income 

net decline in SA’s per person wealth: $245   



World Bank 
(minimalist) 
adjustments 
to ‘genuine 

savings’ 
fixed capital (-), 
education (+), 

natural resource 
depletion (-), and 

pollution (-) 
 

      

 









The Economist 
magazine changes 

its tune 





multinational corporate profits 
as a percentage of firm equity 

  

 

Source: UN Conference on Trade and Development (2007), World Investment Report 2007, Geneva.  

extractive industries 



and Africa protests Rising  
Agence France Press:: 



Africa protests (and food prices) rising  





temperature rising, too  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Africa cooked 



climate vulnerability in Africa 

source: Strauss Center, Univ of Texas 



global leaders amplify climate crisis 
Copenhagen Accord, COP 15, December 2009 

• Jacob Zuma (SA) 
• Lula da Silva (Brazil) 
• Barack Obama (USA) 
• Wen Jiabao (China) 

• Manmohan Singh (India) 





Bisasar Road 
conversion of 

methane-to-electricity 
at environmentally-

racist toxic dump  
 

Africa’s largest landfill 
placed in black residential 

suburb (Clare Estate) by 
apartheid; municipality 

refused to close it thanks 
to World Bank 2002 

investment hype: 
WB Prototype Carbon Fund 
emissions reductions credits 

Durban, South Africa:  
$15 million CDM pilot 

Sajida Khan’s  
family home 



Sajida Khan (1952-2007)  
though felled by cancer from dump, she had co-
hosted ‘Durban Group for Climate Justice’ (2004) 

and her challenge to Bisasar methane flaring 
temporarily rebuffed World Bank in 2005  





finance delinks from 
world’s real economy: 
market value of financial assets 

and aggregate global GDP at 
current prices (billion US$) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

fin.assets 
 

 
 

GDP 

 
 
 
 
 

Source: Leda Paulani, USP with McKinsey Global Report data 



Source: IMF, Global Financial Stability Report, April 2010 

insane derivatives and ‘Quantitative Easing’ bailouts limits of ‘temporal fix’: uncontrolled financial markets 



US sub-prime housing bubble and burst 

limits of spatio-temporal fix in speculative property markets 



why are banks 
so desperate? 

UK Climate Change Minister 

Greg Barker, 2010: 
"We want the City of 
London, with its unique 
expertise in innovative 
financial products, to 
lead the world and 
become the global hub 
for green growth finance. 
We need to put the sub-
prime disaster behind us" 





‘Viagra Shot’ for Carbon Markets -- Financial Times, p. 1, 12 December 2011  

A global climate deal to extend the life of the Kyoto treaty and establish the parameters for negotiating a new pact by 2015 
will provide a fresh stimulus to the world’s floundering carbon markets, according to bankers and analysts. “The deal provides 
a significant boost for investors in low-carbon technology,” said Abyd Karmali, global head of carbon markets at Bank of 
America Merrill Lynch, adding this was an achievement amid the woes of the eurozone crisis. In one of the more bullish 
business assessments of the new pact, which also includes a separate agreement to negotiate a new process aimed at legally 

obliging all countries to commit to cut their carbon emissions, he said the deal was “like a Viagra shot for the 
flailing carbon markets”. Carbon prices have plunged to record lows in recent weeks as 
Europe’s emissions trading scheme, the world’s largest, has been hit by eurozone 
uncertainties and fears of an oversupply of carbon credits.  



carbon trading strategy: 
in 1997, US vice-president Al Gore 
(later a carbon trader) pushed for 

Kyoto to include emissions markets,  
in exchange for Washington’s 

promised support … promise soon broken  

‘The European Union has 
adopted this US innovation 

and is making it work 
effectively there.’  
(An Inconvenient Truth, p. 252)  



impossible to finance renewable 
energy with such low carbon prices 

emissions market crashes, 2008-12  
2009 VAT fraud, 2010 resale fraud, 2011 theft-closure 

does EU carbon trading  
‘work effectively’? 



http://cdmscannotdeliver.wordpress.com 

how is carbon trading 
affecting Africa? 



8-min critique of carbon trading  
www.storyofcapandtrade.org 

 



instead of 
carbon 
trading, 

concept of 
‘ecological 
debt’ now 
recognised 



 

GHG/capita by country, 2000 

Australia 
USA 

Saudi Arabia 
Canada 

Kazakhstan 
Russia 



North-South climate debt rises if 
we include outsourced production 

 



who are climate ‘creditors’? (who’s owed?) 
a ‘Climate Demography Vulnerability Index’ 

 

main losers:  
• Central America 

and Caribbean 
• Andes and Amazon 
• Central/South Asia 

and Middle East 
• SubSaharan Africa 
• Southeast Asia and 

small islands 



who’s owed? climate change ‘creditors’ 

main losers:  
Central America,  
central South America, 
Central and Southeast Asia 
and much of Africa 





can we leave the oil under the soil? 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 Yasuni ITT in Ecuador’s Amazon rainforest 



Ecuador 



Accion Ecologica, Quito 
eco-feminist-indigenous defence of Yasuni 

http://www.accionecologica.org/ 
http://www.amazoniaporlavida.org/es/El-Juego-del-Yasuni/age-of-yasuni-un-esfuerzo-para-hacer-visibles-las-luchas-de-los-pueblos-originarios.html 







The results after one year of implementation have 
been remarkable. 
• Before the pilot program, 42% of children in 

the village were malnourished. Now the 
proportion of malnourished children has 
dropped significantly, to 10%.  

• The village school reported higher attendance 
rates … children were better fed and more 
attentive.  

• Police statistics showed a 36.5% drop in crime 
since the introduction of the grants. 

• Poverty rates declined from 86% to 68% (97% 
to 43% when controlled for migration).  

• Unemployment dropped as well, from 60% to 
45%, and there was a 29% increase in average 
earned income, excluding the BIG. 

 

Carnegie Council: 
http://www.policyinnovations.org/ideas/briefings/data/000163 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Basic Income 
Grant (BIG) pilot in 
Otjivero, Namibia 

(funded by German-
Namibian Evangelical 

Lutheran church)  
Council of Churches of Namibia (CCN), the 
National Union of Namibian Workers (NUNW), 
the umbrella body of the NGOs (NANGOF), the 
umbrella body of the AIDS organisations 
(NANASO), the National Youth Service (NYC), the 
Church Alliance for Orphans (CAFO), the Legal 
Assistance Centre (LAC) and the Labour Resource 
and Research Institute (LaRRI) 





what is ‘climate justice’? 
core principles from Rights of Mother Earth conference, 

Cochabamba, Bolivia – April 2010 

• 50 percent reduction of greenhouse gas emissions by 2017 
• stabilising temperature rise to 1C (300 Parts Per Million CO2 equivalents) 

•acknowledging the climate debt 
owed by rich countries (6% of GDP) 
• full respect for Human Rights and the inherent rights of indigenous people 

•universal declaration of Mother Earth rights 
to ensure harmony with nature 
•establishment of an International Court of Climate Justice 

•rejection of carbon markets, and 
REDD’s commodifed nature and forests 
•promotion of change in consumption patterns of developed countries 
•end of intellectual property rights for climate technologies 



DAVID HARVEY:  
A [justice] movement will have no option, as it broadens 
out, but to reclaim for itself a non-coopted and non-
perverted version of the theses of ecological 
modernisation. On the one hand that means subsuming 
the highly geographically differentiated desire for 
cultural autonomy and dispersion, for the proliferation of 
tradition and difference within a more global politics, but 
on the other hand making the quest for environmental 
and social justice central rather than peripheral concerns. 
For that to happen, the environmental justice movement 
has to radicalize the ecological modernization discourse. 
 
David Harvey (1996), Justice, Nature and the Geography of Difference, Oxford, Basil Blackwell, p. 401. 

 



Terrain            Ecological 

modernization 

Environmental 

Justice 

Sustainable 

Development 

type of agency TNCs, states and 

global agencies 

environmentalists 

and green NGOs 

hybrid red-green 

networks 

forms of action commercial, 

brokerage 

popularisation, 

resistance 

exemplary 

mobilisation 

ideal of ‘science’ theoretical, expert factual, lay situated, 

contextual 

knowledge 

sources 

disciplines traditions experiences 

competencies  professional personal synthetic 

dialectics of environmentalisms 
 

 

 

 

 

Adapted from Jamison, A. (2001), The Making of Green Knowledge: Environmental Politics and Cultural 
Transformation, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press. 



       

  

Source: Andre Gunder Frank & Martha Fuentes 

social movements in 19th & 20th century history 



       

  

 

Source: Michael Burawoy 

Polanyi’s double movement:  waves of market power 

social, labor and environmental movements 



  

two contrary directions for  
framing campaign strategies: 

 

1) ‘reformist reforms’: 
 strengthen the internal logic of the system, by smoothing rough edges 
 allow the system to relegitimise 
 give confidence to status quo ideas and forces 
 leave activists disempowered or coopted 
 confirm society’s fear of power, apathy and cynicism about activism 

2) ‘non-reformist reforms’: 
 counteract the internal logic of the system, by confronting core dynamics 
 continue system delegitimisation 
 give confidence to critical ideas and social forces 
 leave activists empowered with momentum for next struggle 
 replace social apathy with confidence in activist integrity and leadership 
 
 

(for these distinctions, thanks to Andre Gorz, John Saul, Boris Kagarlitsky, Gosta Esping-Andersen) 



ten potential sins of researchers  

• gatekeeping (or worse, hijacking): in which a researcher takes ownership of a movement, 

its interpretation and even access 

• substitutionism: replacing (not augmenting) the local understanding with the researcher’s 

understanding or vision 

• ventriloquism: replacing local phrasing with a researcher’s own words (in press releases, 

articles, statements of demands, etc)  

• careerism through parasitism: exploiting information gained, without reporting back or 

turning benefits back to the base 

• technicism or legalism: sometimes necessary to contest enemy’s technicism, but 

sometimes incapable of comprehending realities, usually causing premature deradicalisation  

• divisiveness: favouring or profiling certain factions or individuals, often in a sectarian way 

• hucksterism: romanticising and overstating the importance of the movement/struggle 

• score-settling: importing researchers’ petty internecine rivalries, causing degeneracy in 

movement politics as ego-clashing replaces open, honest debate  

• failure of analytical nerve: inability (often due to fear) to draw out the fully liberatory 

potentials of the movement and its struggles 

• betrayal: turning against movement, giving info to enemies, or accepting enemy arguments 

 

in relation to EJ & related movements 


