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financial sanctions to halt port-petrochem:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

what social movement narratives, strategies, tactics? 







• 1. BRICS FROM ABOVE - heads of state, Business Forum, elite allies 

• 1.1 BRICS as anti-imperialist (tiresome ANC & Pretoria rhetoric – 

“Talk Left, Walk Right” - including nationalist-liberation tradition, foreign 
minister on global geopolitics and finance minister on IMF reform) 

• 1.2 BRICS as sub-imperialist (Pretoria relegitimising world 

capitalism, lubricating neoliberalism in - and exploiting - Africa, 
intensifying class war against SA’s poor/workers/women/nature on 
behalf of global/local capital, ensuring maximum greenhouse gas 
emissions alongside BASIC/US no matter local/continental/global 
consequences, and playing “deputy sheriff” role to imperialism) 

• 1.3 BRICS as inter-imperialist (Pretoria's potential support for a 

new internet delinked from US, promotion of Putin v Obama in 
September 2013 at G20, and mainly backing Russia in Crimea/Ukraine 
conflict - as well as earlier episodes where SA lined up with China in UN 
e.g. in relation to Burma) 

1. ten stances on BRICS – a view from South Africa 





• 2. Brics-from-the-Middle - Academic Forum, trade unions, NGOs 

• 2.1 BRICS advocates (most of Academic Forum, 

Johannesburg & Pretoria “think tanks”, and others who 
suffer persistent “failure of analytical nerve”) 

• 2.2 wait-and-see (most NGOs and trade unions - as 

well as “Third Worldist” intellectuals - who wish for BRICS 
to become “anti-impi” at UN, Bretton Woods Institutions, 
Development Bank, Contingent Reserve Arrangement, etc) 

• 2.3 critics (those associated with brics-from-below 

network who consider BRICS to be “sub-impis” and 
sometimes also “inter-impis”) 

ten stances on BRICS – a view from South Africa 



• 3. brics-from-below - grassroots activists whose visions run local to global 

• 3.1 localist (stuck within local or sectoral silos, including myriad 

“popcorn protests” - even some against BRICS corporations or projects - 
that are insurgent, unstrategic, momentary, at constant risk of 
becoming xenophobic, and prone to populist demagoguery) 

• 3.2 nationally-bound (most activists who are vaguely aware of - 

and hostile to - BRICS yet so overwhelmed by local, national and 
sectoral battles, they fail to link across borders - even BRICS hinterlands) 

• 3.3 solidaristic-internationalist (“global justice movement” allies 

aspiring for joint campaigning against common BRICS enemies such as 
Vale, China Development Bank, DBSA, Transnet/mega-shipping, fossil 
fuel corporations and other polluters, coming BRICS Development Bank) 

4. jealous pro-West capitalists - most white organic intellectuals 

of capital connected to Old Money, multinational-corporate branch plants, 
Business Day, northern-centric big biz, Democratic Alliance and their ilk 

ten stances on BRICS – a view from South Africa 





Paris Yeros and Sam Moyo on BRICS subimperialisms: 
• some driven by private blocs of capital with strong 

state support (Brazil, India);  
• others, like China, include the direct participation of 

state-owned enterprises;  
• while in the case of South Africa, it is increasingly 

difficult to speak of an autonomous domestic 
bourgeoisie, given the extreme degree of de-
nationalisation of its economy, post-apartheid.  

• degree of participation in the Western military project 
is also different from one case to the next although, 
one might say, there is a “schizophrenia” to all this, 
typical of “subimperialism” 



 
Ruy Mauro Marini (Brasil 1965): 
“It is not a question of passively 

accepting North American power 
(although the actual correlation of 

forces often leads to that result), but 
rather of collaborating actively with 

imperialist expansion, assuming in this 
expansion the position of a key nation.” 

what is subimperialism? 





http://davidharvey.org 



The opening up of global markets 
in both commodities and capital 
created openings for other states 
to insert themselves into the 
global economy, first as absorbers 
but then as producers of surplus 
capitals.. They then became 
competitors on the world stage.  

 What might be called  
‘subimperialisms’ arose… each 
developing centre of capital 
accumulation sought out 
systematic spatio-temporal fixes 
for its own surplus capital by 
defining territorial spheres of 
influence…  



BRICS rise, global governance crashes 
top-down failures in economics, politics, environment 

 
  

Montreal Protocol success banning CFCs, 1987 
 

since then, “global project” stumbles:   
• World Bank, IMF Annual Meetings:  
trivial reforms - China rising, Africa falling 
• Post-Washington Consensus: rhetoric 
• UN MDG strategies, 2000: missed targets 
• WTO Doha Agenda 2001: failure (WTO dead) 
• Monterrery 2002 Financing for Development and G20 
global financial reregulation 2008-14: failure 
• wars in Central Asia, Middle East, N.Africa, E.Europe  
• UN Security Council Reform failed, 2005 
• G7 -> G8 -> G20 co-optation (2008-13) -> G7 & G19?! (2014) 

• Kyoto Protocol 1997 and aftermath – Copenhagen, 
Cancun, Durban, Doha and Warsaw climate disasters 





with rare exceptions, Obama nurtures Africa’s tyrants 

Yanneh Zenawi Gomes Wade 

Mswati Deby Gaddafi Compaore 

Obiang Kagame 





Washington is gun-shy 
and boot-shy in Africa 

after 1993 “Black Hawk 
Down” in Somalia 



US military official speaking to Nick Turse (TomDispatch): 

“We have shifted from our original intent of 
being a more congenial combatant command to 
an actual war-fighting combatant command... 
The 18 months or so that I’ve been here, we’ve 
been at war the whole time. We are trying to 
provide opportunities for the African people to 
fix their own African challenges. Now, 
unfortunately, operations in Libya, South Sudan, 
and Mali, over the last two years, have proven 
there’s always something going on in Africa.” 
(AFRICOM Becomes a “War-Fighting Combatant Command” – 13 April 2014) 



Western 
Sahara North 

Sudan 
Eritrea 

Madagascar 

Zimbabwe 



 New Partnership 
for Africa’s 
Development is 
‘philosophically 
spot on’ 

 - Walter Kansteiner,  
US State Department, 2003 

 “Mbeki is my point 
man” on Zimbabwe  

 - George W. Bush, 2003 

 Jacob Zuma endorsed 
NATO Libyan bombing 
in 2011 (against AU plan) 



 Chelsea Manning 
and Edward 
Snowden reveal US 
manipulation and 
snooping, 2010-13 

 Obama attempts to 
bomb Syria (September 2013) 

– but blocked by Putin 
with help from Zuma 

 after revealing Victoria 
(“F**k the EU”) Nuland’s 
Ukranian coup plot, 
Putin invades Crimea and 
gets BRICS supports in 
G20 tussle (The Hague, March 2014) 



Washington also needs ‘rendition’ partners in Africa, to 
facilitate ‘terrorist’ torture at Guantanamo, Egypt, etc 



countries that supported 
CIA “rendition and 

detention program” 

source: Open Society 2013 



SOUTH AFRICA 

“a new global 
economic geography 

has been born” 
– President Lula da Silva,  
BRICS Brasilia Summit, 2010 



SOUTH AFRICA (added in 2010) 

Jim O’Neil,  
Goldman 
Sachs 

why BRICs? a view 

from New York & London:  

building-block ‘bricks’ of 21st 
century world capitalism 



SOUTH AFRICA (added in 2010) 

Jim O’Neil,  
Goldman 
Sachs 

update: BRICS now crumbling – 

O’Neil’s new fad is “MINT”  
Mexico, Indonesia, Nigeria, Turkey 

and SA is now #2 GDP in  
Africa as of March 2014 





financial backlash against BRICS:  
in 2013, several join ‘fragile five’ 



‘Great Deceleration’: BRICS desperation 
for geopolitical-economic influence 



3. the BRICS threat to Africa 
 
 
 
 

Resource Cursing a continent 
 



Berlin, 1884-85 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Africa’s first total carve 



Berlin, 1884-85 
‘Scramble for Africa’ 



Britain, France, Belgium, 
Portugal, Germany, Italy, Spain, etc 





  Manmohan Singh       Xi Jinping             Jacob Zuma    Dilma Rousseff       Vladimir Putin 

Durban, 2013 

BRICS summit 



Durban’s “Gateway to Africa” (biggest port and convention centre) 



‘useful  Africa’  
Source: Le Monde Diplomatique, Feb 2011 



land-grabbed Africa by voracious 
India, China, South Africa (and Brazil) 

Source: Tomaso Ferrando 



 against neocolonialism 
and neoliberalism? 



 or within? 



 New Development Bank ($50 bn) 

 Contingent Reserve Arrangement ($100 bn) 

  
New York Times: 
‘BRICS can agitate for 
a seat at the table’ of 
the global economy, 
through ‘signing new 
financial cooperation 
agreements… [and] 
signaling discontent at 
their lack of influence 
over decision-making 
within the world’s 
existing financial 
institutions, and 
exploring steps to do 
something about it’ 
(April 2012) 



  
South African International Marketing Council:  

‘evidence of SA’s ability to punch above 
its weight includes the success of the 
BRICS summit in March in Durban… the 
time had come for the newest member of 
the group to get on with proving it 

deserved that seat at the table’ 

where can 
this meat 

be cooked? 



global leaders amplify climate crisis 
Copenhagen Accord, COP 15, December 2009 

• Jacob Zuma (SA) 
• Lula da Silva (Brazil) 
• Barack Obama (USA) 
• Wen Jiabao (China) 

• Manmohan Singh (India) 





Durban COP17: ‘Africa’s Climate Summit’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

confirmed 21st-c. climate-related 
deaths of 180 million Africans (Christian Aid) 



Environmental Performance Index trends 

Countries rapidly 
declining in EPI 



 

greenhouse gas emissions 
per person, 2000 

 
USA 

Canada  
Australia 

Saudi Arabia 
Kazakhstan 

Russia 

the climate debt 

who owes? 



who’s owed? climate change ‘creditors’ 

main losers:  
Central America,  
central South America, 
Central and Southeast Asia 
and much of Africa 



sites of worst 
climate vulnerability 

source: Strauss Center, Univ of Texas 

warning:

some 
parts 
burn 

quickly 



Africa’s existing oil 

• substantial reserves  

• oil and wars: Sudan, 
Angola, Chad, Congo 

• US imports more 
than 20% from 
Africa 

 

http://www.catholicrelief.org/images/oil/Africa-Map-Web-
PS0301-Da.jpg 

(credit: Horace Campbell) 





1. South Africa       599 

2. Botswana        92 

3. Zambia            75 

4. Ghana             43 

5. Namibia           32 

6. Angola             32 

7. Mali                  29 

8. Guinea          21 

9. Mauritania  20 

 Tanzania  20 

 Zimbabwe  20 

Africa’s 
mining 

production 
by country, 

2008 









(denied by African National Congress) 
 

Didier Pereira, a special adviser to 
ousted Central African Republic 
President Francois Bozize, partnered 
with ‘ANC hard man’ Joshua Nxumalo 

and the ANC’s funding arm, Chancellor 
House, to secure a diamond export 
monopoly in the CAR. 
 Pereira is currently partnered to 
the ANC security supremo and 
fundraiser, Paul Langa, and former 
spy chief Billy Masetlha.  





 political strategy - two contrary directions for 
framing genuine sustainable development 

 

1) ‘reformist reforms’: 
 strengthen the internal logic of capitalism, by smoothing rough edges 
 allow the imperialist system to relegitimate 
 give confidence to status quo neoliberal ideas and forces 
 leave activists disempowered or coopted 
 confirm society’s fear of power, apathy and cynicism about social change 

2) ‘non-reformist reforms’: 
 counteract the internal logic of capitalism, by confronting core dynamics 
 continue the neoliberal eco-destructive system’s delegitimisation 
 give confidence to activist ideas and social forces 
 leave activists empowered with momentum for next struggle 
 replace social apathy with confidence in activist integrity and leadership 
 
 

(for these distinctions, thanks to Andre Gorz, John Saul, Boris Kagarlitsky, Gosta Esping-Andersen) 



 what economic policies are needed for 
non-reformist reforms? SA examples: 

• reimpose exchange controls, lower interest rates, audit SA’s 
‘Odious Debt’, control illicit capital flows & trade 

• adopt industrial policy aimed at import substitution, sectoral re-
balancing, social needs, eco-sustainability 

• increase state social spending, paid for by higher corporate 
taxes, cross-subsidisation and more domestic borrowing (& 
loose-money ‘Quantitative Easing’, too, if necessary) 

• reorient infrastructure to meet unmet basic needs, and 
expand/maintain/improve energy grid, sanitation, public 
transport, clinics, schools, recreational facilities, internet 

• adopt ‘Million Climate Jobs’ strategies to generate employment 
for a genuinely green ‘Just Transition’ 



http://www.bricsfrombelow.tumblr.com 
https://m.facebook.com/groups/bricsfrombelow 

http://mobile.twitter.com/bricsfrombelow 


