
• global governance paralysis 
• the UNFCCC’s structural defects 
• the bill for climate debt 
• fair, effective payment mechanisms 
• ‘climate justice’, local and global 
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Conclusion to report by Centre 
for Civil Society & Dartmouth 
College for 

"the system should be 

decommissioned and at 

minimum, a moratorium be placed 
on further crediting until the 
profound structural and 
implementation flaws are 
confronted. The damage done by 
CDMs to date should be included in 
calculations of the ‘climate debt’ 
that the North owes the South, with 
the aim of having victims of CDMs 
compensated appropriately." 



solutions within global governance? 
top-down failures in economics, politics, environment 

 
  

Montreal Protocol success banning CFCs, 1987 
 

but since then:   
• World Bank, IMF Annual Meetings:  
trivial reforms - China rising, Africa falling 
• Post-Washington Consensus: rhetoric 
• UN MDG strategies, 2000: missed targets 
• WTO Doha Agenda 2001: failure (WTO dead) 
• Monterrery 2002 Financing for Development and G20 
global financial reregulation 2008-14: failure 
• renewed war: Central Asia, Middle East, E.Europe (?) 
• UN Security Council Reform failed, 2005 
• G8 promises on aid, NEPAD/APRM, Gleneagles: broken 
• Kyoto Protocol 1997 and aftermath – Copenhagen, 
Cancun, Durban, Doha and Warsaw climate disasters 



in 2002, SA hosted 
‘W$$D’: ecological 

modernisation 

World Summit on Sustainable Development 
Johannesburg, 31 August 2002: 30,000 protested 
UN ‘type-two partnerships’, privatization of 

water, emissions trading, neoliberalism  
 







‘Conference of 
Polluters’ 

28 Nov-9 Dec 2011 



how do we change the balance of forces in 2014-15? 



Hurricane Sandy 
October 29, 2012:  

$60 bn damage overnight, Obama 
re-elected the following week 

against climate-denialist Romney 



former Qatar oil minister 

Abdullah Bin Hamad al-Attiyah 

former carbon trader 

Christiana Figueres 



are negotiations to reduce greenhouse gas emissions working? 

structural 
problem: 
national 

self-interest 
at UN COPs 



lead US climate negotiator Todd Stern,  
on demand for recognising climate debt 

 
in Copenhagen, “The sense of  

guilt or culpability or reparations  
– I just categorically 

reject that” 
Stern thus rejects core 

principle: ‘polluter pays’ 

WikiLeaks revealed  
(Feb ‘10) Stern’s 

Copenhagen Accord 
bribery and bullying 



lessons from US/BaSIC sabotage at Copenhagen, 
December 2009 



Copenhagen Accord, COP 15, December 2009 

• Jacob Zuma (SA) 
• Lula da Silva (Brazil) 
• Barack Obama (USA) 
• Wen Jiabao (China) 

• Manmohan Singh (India) 



  Manmohan Singh       Xi Jinping             Jacob Zuma    Dilma Rousseff       Vladimir Putin 



BRICS 
merely 
seek a 
seat at 
the big 
table 



 

greenhouse gas emissions 
per person, 2000 

 
USA 

Canada  
Australia 

Saudi Arabia 
Kazakhstan 

Russia 

the climate debt 

who owes? 



North-South climate debt rises if 
we factor in outsourced production 

 



who’s owed? climate change ‘creditors’ 

main losers:  
Central America,  
central South America, 
Central and Southeast Asia 
and much of Africa 





can we leave the oil under the soil? 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 Yasuni ITT in Ecuador’s Amazon rainforest 



Accion Ecologica, Quito 
eco-feminist-indigenous defence of Yasuni 

http://www.accionecologica.org/ 
http://www.amazoniaporlavida.org/es/El-Juego-del-Yasuni/age-of-yasuni-un-esfuerzo-para-hacer-visibles-las-luchas-de-los-pueblos-originarios.html 





The results after one year of implementation have 
been remarkable. 
• Before the pilot program, 42% of children in the 

village were malnourished. Now … 10%.  
• The village school reported higher attendance 

rates … children better fed and more attentive.  
• Police statistics showed a 36.5% drop in crime. 
• Poverty rates declined from 86% to 68% (97% 

to 43% when controlled for migration).  
• Unemployment dropped as well, from 60% to 

45%, and there was a 29% increase in average 
earned income, excluding the BIG. 

 

Carnegie Council: 
http://www.policyinnovations.org/ideas/briefings/data/000163 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Basic Income 
Grant (BIG) pilot in 
Otjivero, Namibia 

(funded by German-
Namibian Evangelical 

Lutheran church)  
Council of Churches of Namibia (CCN), the 
National Union of Namibian Workers (NUNW), the 
umbrella body of the NGOs (NANGOF), the 
umbrella body of the AIDS organisations 
(NANASO), the National Youth Service (NYC), the 
Church Alliance for Orphans (CAFO), the Legal 
Assistance Centre (LAC) and the Labour Resource 
and Research Institute (LaRRI) 



what is ‘climate justice’? 
core principles from Rights of Mother Earth conference, 
Cochabamba, Bolivia (April 2010) 

•50 percent reduction of greenhouse gas emissions by 2017 
•stabilising temperature rises to 1C and 300 Parts Per Million 

•acknowledging the climate debt 
owed by developed countries (6% of GDP) 
•full respect for Human Rights and the inherent rights of indigenous people 
•universal declaration of Mother Earth rights to ensure harmony with nature 
•establishment of an International Court of Climate Justice 

•rejection of carbon markets, and 
REDD’s commodifed nature and forests 
•promotion of change in consumption patterns of developed countries 
•end of intellectual property rights for climate technologies 
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