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South African International Marketing Council:  

‘evidence of SA’s ability to punch above its 
weight includes the success of the BRICS 
summit in March in Durban… the time 
had come for the newest member of the 
group to get on with proving it deserved a  

seat at the table’ 

where can 
this meat be 

cooked? 
UNFCCC! 



climate table: Copenhagen Accord 
• Jacob Zuma (SA) 

• Lula da Silva (Brazil) 
• Barack Obama (USA) 
• Wen Jiabao (China) 

• Manmohan Singh (India) 



Africa burning  
 



Durban COP17: ‘Africa’s Climate Summit’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
confirmed 21st-c. climate-related 

deaths of 180 million Africans (Christian Aid) 





are UN negotiations to reduce greenhouse gas emissions working? 



BRICS again had a seat at Paris table 



seat: New Development Bank and 

Contingent Reserve Arrangement 

  
New York Times: 
‘BRICS can agitate for 

a seat at the table’ 
of the global economy, 
through ‘signing new 
financial cooperation 
agreements… *and+ 
signaling discontent at 
their lack of influence 
over decision-making 
within the world’s 
existing financial 
institutions, and 
exploring steps to do 
something about it’ 
(April 2012) 



financiers delinking from 
global ‘real’ economy 
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fin.assets 
 

 
GDP 

market value of financial assets 
and aggregate global GDP at 

current prices (billion US dollars) 
Source : Leda Paulani, USP with 

McKinsey Global Report data 

dangerous context! 



dangerous 

 
Source: McKinsey Global Report – « Debt and (not much) deleveraging »  

even more  
2007-09 crash, 

$57 trillion  
debt increase 

notwithstanding  

global finance is now 





$32 billion 

$150 billion 

South Africa’s soaring foreign debt 



how big a CRA bailout 
might Pretoria need 

during foreign debt crisis? PW Botha’s  
‘Rubicon’  

Speech 

Source: SA Reserve Bank Quarterly Bulletin 1/2014 

SA’s CRA quota is now $10 billion 
but after just $3 bn, CRA insists the IMF intervene! 



BRICS countries having a very 
hard time retaining surpluses 





in 2012-14, 
SA-based 

TNCs 
returned 
45% of 

dividends 
home (in 
relation to 

TNC outflows 
from SA);  

Source: SA Reserve Bank Quarterly Bulletin 2/2015 

very exploited  
economies 

Sub-Imperial  
Economies 

IMPERIAL  
ECONOMIES 

BRICs’ TNCs 
returned just 

15-20% 

typology of economies 
according to their 

retention of surpluses 
(i.e. ‘licit’ not illicit flows) 

what  
share of 

countries’ 
corporate 

profits stay 
home? 



countries where  
SA capitalists earn 
profits and bring 

them back,  
to partially 

balance (larger) 
profit and 

dividend outflows 
to TNC financial 

headquarters 
outside SA 



Africa’s largest cell-
phone firm, MTN, looted 

$100s of millions to 
Mauritius accounts;  

MTN’s chair, (billionaire) Cyril 
Ramaphosa, was then 

also 9% owner of Lonmin 
(also guilty of mis-invoicing $s to 
Bahamas ‘marketing’ subsidiary) 

since 2014, SA’s Deputy President 



 oops, $4.1 billion fine, 2015 

for facilitating Boko Haram terrorism 





  Manmohan Singh       Xi Jinping             Jacob Zuma    Dilma Rousseff       Vladimir Putin 

Durban BRICS 2013 Summit: ‘Gateway to Africa’ 



Britain, France, Belgium, 
Portugal, Germany, Italy, Spain 

‘Scramble for Africa’ 

Berlin, 1884-85 



land-grabbed Africa by voracious 
India, China, South Africa (and Brazil) 

Source: Tomaso Ferrando 



useful  Africa  
Source: Le Monde Diplomatique, Feb 2011 

• Pretoria’s Marius Fransman:    
“Our presence in BRICS would 
necessitate us to push for Africa’s 
integration into world trade.”  

• Development Bank of Southern 
Africa’s Michelle Ruiters: “Our 
main focus is... financing large 
infrastructure cross-border 
projects, specifically because we 
find that most of the blockages 
that exist around infrastructure 
delivery are those on the cross-
border list.”  



1. South Africa         599 

2. Botswana        92 

3. Zambia            75 

4. Ghana                      43 

5. Namibia           32 

6. Angola             32 

7. Mali                  29 

8. Guinea           21 

9. Mauritania  20 

 Tanzania  20 

 Zimbabwe  20 

mining 
production 

2008 

petroleum and 
gas production 

sites, and 
estimated 
reserves 

2011 

Country 
Reserves 

(mn barrels) 

Nigeria 37 200 

Angola 10 470 

Ghana 5 000 

Gabon 3 700 

Republic of 

Congo  
1 940 

Equatorial 

Guinea 
1 705 

Chad 1 500 

Uganda 1 000 



Mgcineni Noki, 
Lonmin rock 

drill operator 
16 August 2012 

platinum  
under  

Marikana 



what happened at Marikana on 16 August 2012?  



wildcat strike demand for $1000/month wage 



Ramaphosa emailed to police minister, 15 August 



demanding ‘pointed response’ to ‘dastardly criminals’ 



24 hours later, police coralled mineworkers into trap 



police shot 34 dead, wounded 78; 270 mineworkers charged with ‘murder’ 



Mgcineni Noki 



‘Programme for 
Infrastructure 

Development in 
Africa’ (PIDA):  

$93 billion/year 
 

PIDA pipelines, dams, cables: 
mines and smelting priorities 



‘Programme for 
Infrastructure 

Development in 
Africa’ (PIDA):  

$93 billion/year 
 

PIDA transport: from mines  
and plantations to ports 



http://www.foilvedanta.org 















15 troops return from CAR in coffins, 24 March 2013 
(after killing many hundreds of rebels – including children – who captured Bangui) 





M&G (denied by African National Congress): 
Didier Pereira, a special adviser to ousted Central 
African Republic President Francois Bozize, 
partnered with ‘ANC hard man’ Joshua Nxumalo 
and the ANC’s funding arm, Chancellor House, to 
secure a diamond export monopoly in the CAR. . 
 In 2006 Pereira signed a memorandum of 
understanding with the Central African Republic 
mining ministry. It was intended to create a 
public-private partnership, Inala Centrafrique. A 
South African company, Serengeti Group, which 
was majority-owned by Mr Nxumalo, had a 65% 
stake in it. Inala’s attempts to control diamond 
mining in the Central African Republic failed by 
March 2008… Pereira is currently partnered to the 
ANC security supremo and fundraiser, Paul Langa, 
and former spy chief Billy Masetlha.  

during BRICS summit week, awful answers emerged 





does SANDF need help policing Africa? 
Pentagon’s joint ‘Africom’-SA training, 2013 



Africom’s 
countries 

of interest,  
2012 



Africom powerpoint 



Source: Turse, Nick. “The US Military Has Been ‘At War’ in 
Africa on the Sly For Years.” The Nation, April 14, 2014 

Jacob Zuma 
commenting on  

military collaboration, 
at August 2014  

heads-of-state summit 
(Washington): 

 “There had been a 
good relationship 
already between 
Africa and the US 

but this summit has 
reshaped it and has 
taken it to another 
level… We secured 
a buy-in from the 

US for Africa’s 
peace and security 

initiatives…  

As President 
Obama said, the 

boots must be 
African.” 

Africom’s 
countries 

of interest,  
2014 

Pretoria as 
Washington’s 
deputy sheriff 


