
Conflict, competition and power 

- the (D)urban context  
and (D)urban violence 

Centre for Civil Society 

Urban Frontiers:  
A conversation about 
poverty, violence and 

development in 
South African cities 

Johannesburg,  
8 March 2016 

Patrick Bond, Director, University of KwaZulu-Natal Centre for Civil Society and 

Professor of Political Economy, University of the Witwatersrand School of Governance 



South Durban’s dig-out port 

old airport site today 
new dig-out port, 2020 (?!) 

 
 
 
 

“could become KZN’s Marikana” 
- Frikkie Brooks, KwaZulu-Natal chief planner 











This Changes Everything:  
Capitalism vs. the Climate  
Naomi Klein, author of the #1 international  
bestsellers, The Shock Doctrine and No Logo,  
returns with This Changes Everything,  
a must-read on how the climate crisis needs  
to spur transformational political change 
 
     We seem to have given up on any serious effort to prevent catastrophic climate change. 
Despite mounting scientific evidence, denialism is surging in many wealthy countries, and 
extreme fossil-fuel extraction gathers pace. Exposing the work of ideologues on the right who 
know the challenge this poses to the free market all too well, Naomi Klein also challenges the 
failing strategies of environmental groups.  

     This Changes Everything argues that the deep changes required should not be 
viewed as punishments to fear, but as a kind of gift. It’s time to stop running 
from the full implications of the crisis and begin to embrace them.  
        Naomi Klein is an award-winning journalist, syndicated columnist and author of the 
international bestsellers, The Shock Doctrine and No Logo. She is a member of the board of 
directors for 350.org, a global grassroots movement to solve the climate crisis, a Puffin 
Foundation Writing Fellow at The Nation Institute, and a former Miliband Fellow at the LSE. 

http://books.google.co.kr/books?id=P81bAwAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0


This Changes Everything  
• energy (oil/coal to renewables) 
• transport (private to public, shipping to local production) 
• urban form (from sprawling suburbs to compact cities) 
• housing/services (from hedonism to socio-ecological) 
• agriculture/food (from semi-feudal, sugar-saturated, carbon-intensive 

plantation-grown to organic, cooperative and vegetarian-centric) 
• production (from multinational-corporate capitalist logic to ‘Just 

Transition’ localization, eco-social planning and cooperation) 
• consumption (from advertisement-driven, high-carbon, import-

intensive and materialistic to de-commodified basic-needs guarantees 
and eco-socially sound consumption norms) 

• disposal (from planned obsolesence to ‘zero-waste’) 
• social/private space (from durable race/class/gender segregation to 

public space, recreation, desegregation and human liberation)  
 
 

 

http://books.google.co.kr/books?id=P81bAwAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0


Source: Michael Roberts 



global over-investment crisis 
(10%+): energy, materials, real 

estate, utilities, telecoms 



finance delinks from 
world’s real economy: 
market value of financial assets 

and aggregate global GDP at 
current prices (billion US$) 
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Source: Leda Paulani, USP with McKinsey Global Report data 







world’s highest 
property bubble  
389% rise, 1997-2008 

responsible for explosion of 
construction, finance 









  

  

  

overbuilding of ships 



global rate of trade (% y-o-y) 



“the patterns of modern trade and global growth are not 
behaving in 2016 as western and emerging market financiers 
might have expected, or as they did during earlier booms.” 





but port expansion makes 
no economic sense, given 
crash in global shipping 
since 2007, and climate 

change 



commodity futures index 



Transnet’s South Durban Dig-Out Port: 
ubiquitous image of what we can expect 



$25 billion shipping-petrochem makeover: 
1) 1-3) deepening/widening of old port 

2) 4) new roads & dug-out port (old airport) 
3) 5-6) major expansion of old port 





the world’s filthiest transport energy 



who wins from new 

infrastructure spending? 
 • Johan van Zyl, Toyota SA CEO: ‘Durban as a 

brand is not strong enough to simply say “come 
and invest in Durban”. What it needs to attract 
investors are big projects. Durban needs to 
keep ahead of the competition. China is 
building ports they don’t even know when they 
will use. If return on investment is the line of 
thinking we may never see  

 the infrastructure.’ – 6 February 2012 



December 2015 announcement: 
a ‘couple of years’ delay but 

competitive-port rationale continues 

what next for anti-port struggle? 





Durban citizens ask: 
 a sensible investment?  
vast cost escalation: 
began as R2 billion in 2006, 

then came corruption collusion 

next door to Mabhida: perfectly functional  
52,000-seater Absa Stadium hosting rugby 



David Harvey (1989) on ‘interurban 
entrepreneurial competition’ resulting from 

“Deindustrialisation, widespread and seemingly 
‘structural’ unemployment, fiscal austerity at both the 
national and local levels, all coupled with a rising tide 
of neoconservatism and much stronger appeal (though 
often more in theory than in practice) to market 
rationality and privatisation, provide a backdrop to 
understanding why so many urban governments, often 
of quite different political persuasions and armed with 
very different legal and political powers, have all taken 
a broadly similar direction.” 



David Harvey (1989) on  
interurban entrepreneurial competition  

“To the degree that interurban competition becomes 
more potent, it will almost certainly operate as an 
‘external coercive power’ over individual cities to bring 
them closer into line with the discipline and logic of 
capitalist development. It may even force repetitive and 
serial reproduction of certain patterns of development 
(such as the serial reproduction of ‘world trade centers’ 
or of new cultural and entertainment centers, of 
waterfront development, of postmodern shopping malls, 
and the like).” 


