The Centre was established at the University of KwaZulu-Natal in July 2001, with the mission of promoting
the study of South African civil society as a legitimate, flourishing area of scholarly activity. A related goal
was to develop partnerships within civil society aimed at capacity-building, knowledge sharing, and generating
reflection and debate. With an excellent start in these directions, we now also aim to work across the African
continent and internationally. Our three core strategies are: independent critical scholarship (including
provision of research grants); information dissemination; and teaching/training. Our two-dozen strong
community at UKZNs Howard College campus is comprised of academics and research officers, administrators,
visiting scholars, and doctoral and masters students. Our colleagues include more than 150 research grantees,
Research Associates, community liaisons and other collaborators.

Internal research: The Centre serves as a research unit housing several major multi-year programmes. These
have their own staff funded mainly from external resources raised from international foundations, including
the Ford Foundation, Mott Foundation and Atlantic Philanthropies. In addition, the Centres staff work on
their own self-directed research projects and contribute to the vibrant intellectual life of the Centre through
seminars.
Grant Agency: The Centre has been fortunate to have resources for grants made available to academics,
research institutes, independent scholars and civil society organisations based in South Africa and other
African countries. In addition, the centre offers several Doctoral and Post-Doctoral fellowships to outstanding
scholars working on theses relevant to African civil society.

Information Agency: The Centre runs a popular website which contains over 1 200 articles, documents and
images. The site receives an average of over 1 800 page impressions per working day. The Centre also hosts
a well-used library containing books, films, journals, popular periodicals and internet access; runs a weekly
film screening project; and regularly publishes and distributes research reports. From 2005, the Centre will
be more active off-campus and especially in low-income urban and rural communities in KwaZulu-Natal.
Discussion and Debate: The Centre runs an email list-serve with 800 subscribers; hosts an academic seminar
series on civil society; hosts public interest forums; and runs the very popular Harold Wolpe Memorial
Lecture, a monthly event that usually attracts an enthusiastic audience of around 250 people.

Postgraduate Teaching and Activist Training: The Centre currently teaches a course in the School of
Development Studies Masters Programme. From 2005 the School of Development Studies will enroll a halfdozen research masters and doctoral students with specialised civil society dissertations, hosted by the Centre.
The Centre also participates in various undergraduate teaching projects (such as the International Human
Rights Exchange), hosts regular civil society workshops, and runs a training programme for people working
and volunteering in civil society. Centre staff also attend conferences and offer lectures at other universities
and for civil society audiences, locally, regionally and internationally.
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Zapatista women of the Chiapas Mountains, Mexico (1994)

This is a good time to consider the emerging environment in which civil
societies carry out their work, not only in South Africa but throughout
Africa and the world. This report is being penned five years after the
Seattle protest against the World Trade Organisation, a critical rupture that
put elites everywhere on notice that democracys global-scale deficits were
no longer immune to societys critical gaze.
And in another famous insurgency in 1994, the Zapatista movement
spoke from an obscure region of southeastern Mexico about the suffering
of Third World people when neoliberalism (free market economic policies)
accompanies longstanding political repression. The Zapatista guerrillas,
peasants, liberation theologians and intellectuals successfully melded
indigenous peoples militancy and highly effective use of communication
technologies. The result was widespread international resonance with
Zapatismos critique of the architectures of global power, making the
people of Chiapas emblems of something much larger. Maturing from the
hundreds of unfocused 1980s-90s IMF Riots against Third World structural
adjustment, a new and more sophisticated era began. Highlights included
the successful resistance to water privatisation in Cochabamba, Bolivia
in April 2000 (the 21st centurys first water war) and sustained protests
against Argentine political corruption and financial collapse, in which
picateros blocked roads and joined with middle-class allies to toss out
five heads of state in late 2001.
In considering these seminal revolts against injustice, there are
Southern African and African precedents to be explored, throughout both
recent and distant history. South Africas long and winding road to
democracy left local civil society organisations with some of the worlds
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richest repositories of knowledge about successful transformation from
colonial and racist rule. We are conscious not to lose sight of these
precedents now, at a time of persistent and in some cases worsening
economic, gender and environmental injustices, as well as racism. But
we collectively realise the importance of lessons from Africa and the rest
of the world, which also deserve brainstorming in the pages that follow.
Innovations in civil society research
While there is great diversity in the portfolio of Centre-supported research,
as shown throughout this 2004 annual report, the highest-profile studies
have probably been of the grassroots social movement components of
civil society. For the purposes of illustrating debates now underway, a
summary by Centre scholars and allied academics Richard Ballard, Adam
Habib, Imraan Valodia and Elke Zuern is a useful starting point (Box 1).
Many Centre and allied scholars are intrigued by the social
movements, including (but not limited to) those homegrown in South
Africa. The field of study is a very exciting one, not only because the
movements political meaning can be so contentious, but also because
of another innovative feature: their organisational networkability and
flexibility, at a time when older types of collective social process appear
less attractive. As Helmut Anheier and Hagai Katz of the University of
California/Los Angeles put it, global civil society is a very relational,
networky phenomenon drawing upon interconnected and multilayered
social space, chains of interaction, horizontal relations and, harking
back to Manuel Castells analysis, providing new opportunities for
decentralised concentration where a multiplicity of interconnected tasks
take place in different sites.1
Is this the way that the globalisation of people can become real,
a genuine counterpoint to the globalisation of capital? Arguing in the
affirmative, Michael Hardt and Antonio Negri insist that their new
category, the multitude of oppressed people (as distinct from the masses),
might also be conceived as a network: an open expansive network in
which all differences can be expressed freely and equally, a network that
provides the means of encounter so that we can work and live in common.
Again, ideally, the network form provides the model for an absolutely
democratic organisation that corresponds to the dominant forms of
economic and social production, and is also the most powerful weapon
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Box 1: Research findings on SA social movements2
A quick scan of the issues pursued by social movements indicates a diversity of concerns: land equity,
gender, sexuality, racism, environment, education, formal labour, informal labour, access to infrastructure,
housing, eviction, HIV/Aids treatment, crime and safety, and geopolitics. Many movements suggest
that they draw from class-based ideologies with notable self-descriptions as: anti neoliberal, anticapital, anti-GEAR, anti-globalisation, anti-market, and pro-poor, pro-human rights, socialist and
autonomist. However, while the material improvement of poor peoples lives is at the core of many
of these movements, they are by no means limited to demands for delivery or indeed to the concerns
of the poor. Some also speak to legal rights, social and environmental justice, and stigmas and
discrimination of certain categories of people rooted in everyday society and culture. Furthermore,
the acknowledgement of second generation rights in the constitution allows for material gains to be
constructed as rights, and there is increasing blurring between class-based struggles and rights-based
struggles.
In addition to issues, social movements vary according to geographic scale. On one end of the
continuum, Durbans Bayview Flat Residents Association focuses its work on a micro-local scale in
loose and sporadic affiliation with other organisations and movements around the country while the
Treatment Action Campaign (TAC) is a national organisation strongly represented throughout the
country although it is generally more active in urban areas. Jubilee South Africa, on the other end of
the continuum, is a local manifestation of a global movement. Local initiatives often overcome the
constraints of their geographic focus by affiliating with movements elsewhere in the country or world,
as is seen in the way Durbans Self Employed Womens Union with 2000 members models itself on
the Self Employed Womens Association with 500 000 members in India. These and many similar
institutions are linked through the global organisation of Streetnet launched in Durban in 2002. Along
with a variation of scale, movements also vary in size.
Institutional shape is also a dimension of variation. Some are local branches of international
movements. Others, such as the National Land Committee, describe themselves as independent NGOs,
and yet still others are associations and networks of existing organisations such as the Coalition of
South Africans for the Basic Income Grant. Finally, some still choose not to formalise their structure
at all and prefer to remain unregistered and informal. Social movements are not spontaneous grassroots
uprisings of the poor as they are sometimes romantically imagined, but are dependent to a large extent
on a sufficient base of material and human resources, solidarity networks, and often the external
interventions of prominent personalities operating from within well resourced institutions.
Whether Pagads promotion of conservative religious values, the TACs advocacy of the
availability of HIV/Aids treatment, or the Anti-Privatisation Forums challenge to the governments
policies on privatisation, social movements challenge mainstream policies and approaches on political,
social, economic and often moral grounds. The existence of these political formations in post apartheid
South Africa represents - most fundamentally - a belief by those who participate that they need to
force a shift in societys dominant values.
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against the ruling power structure. According to Hardt and Negri, the
challenge is to communicate and act in common while remaining
internally different. Whereas previously, dissenters were divided along
sectoral, geographical and other lines, today network movements are
able to address all of [the grievances] simultaneously. Drawing upon
Centre honorary researcher Ashwin Desais pathbreaking book about
South African urban social movements, We are the Poors, Hardt and
Negri note both the remarkable non-racialism and the global vision
through which these movements target neoliberal globalisation as the
source of their poverty.3
But in targeting neoliberalism in this manner, dangers certainly
arise, according to Desai and Richard Pithouse. The political current
promoted by Hardt and Negri, amongst others, autonomism, as the
newest, most fashionable, and most racialised mode of praxis, demands
the most rigorous critical scrutiny Autonomisms fetish of spontaneity
means that it lacks any meaningful capacity for posing, let alone answering,
the important questions about democratic structure, practice and leadership
within movements.4
A different danger is that civil society can be scripted in such a
way as to facilitate and justify interventions contrary to the multitudes
interests, as Centre post-doctoral scholar Zoë Wilson remarks, based
upon research recently conducted in Tanzania, Angola, Namibia and
Botswana:
The term civil society tends to be used in ways that implicitly conflate
the interests of society in general with those of the NGO community and
local leaders. For example, the concept of civil society, as seen in the
UNs governance agenda, does not leave room to acknowledge that
inequities are reproduced in civil society. Inter alia, issues such as class
and gender are denied. Rather civil society carries with it the implication
that power inequities have already been resolved, leaving (only) a
representative and concentrated microcosm of the ideal public. Thus,
while civil society is clearly a concept that is very important to the
participatory claims of the governance agenda, it also obfuscates more
than it illuminates. It shadows the dimensions of privilege and
underprivilege the donor gaze produces. That is, donors listen to and
empower some organisations, imagining that they are representative in
order to satisfy their own participation requirements, while empowering
certain voices and segments of the population at the expense of others.5
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This danger has to be tackled by analysing power relations, starting with
historical processes.
Civil societies and Africas struggles for liberation
The Southern African region has been amongst the worlds leading examples
of networked super-exploitative social relations, leaving a legacy of social
dysfunction, from searing gendered violence to deep and degrading poverty
standing shoulder to shoulder with high modern luxury lifestyles. These
were partially homegrown phenomena, insofar as white settlers accumulated
and reinvested capital and established violent means of maintaining state
power. They were also partially linked to blatant forms of foreign economic
exploitation.
Likewise, waves of popular resistance corresponded to more general
international struggles. Anti-slavery and anti-colonial uprisings of the 18th
and 19th centuries were suppressed by the Europeans brute military
superiority, by devious missionaries and by others who built the social
order, whether they were intent mainly upon commercial/financial/legal
looting, expansion of the colonial project for its own sake, confirmation
of their ideologies of racial purity, or enforcing patriarchy.
Ultimately, twentieth century settler control occurred through
physically-coercive mechanisms that dragged Africans out of non-capitalist
modes of production, into mines, fields and factory compounds. The system
of migrant labour underpinned apartheid and its variations. In the process,
women had the added burden of subsidising capitalism through their own
survival systems. Since schools, medical schemes and pensions for urban
workers were largely nonexistent, such standard input costs associated
with employment and social reproduction were borne mainly by those left
behind in the rural areas, not by the state or by firms. This nexus of racism,
patriarchy and capitalism was an ingenious way to produce and reproduce
especially cheap black labour. As Berkeley professor Michael Burawoy
- a 2004 Harold Wolpe Memorial Trust lecturer and then-president of the
American Sociological Association - points out in his comparison of
Antonio Gramsci and Karl Polanyi, indigenous civil societies were not
simply a force for resisting apartheid and colonialism, but also became
part of the strategy developed by white minority rule to prolong regimes
dependent upon cheap black labour (see Box 2). Tragically, the central
aspects of migrant labour remain important to this day in many of Africas

Antonio Gramsci
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Box 2: Burawoy on civil societies in the service of colonialism
Polanyi relied on colonial histories of South Africa, histories written before Edward Roux, Jack
Simons and Ray Simons, and Charles van Onselen had shown how Africans contested capitalism,
limited their own degradation, and were present in the making of their own history. There were limits
to market devastation, and Africans did forge a powerful working class. But it did not arise ex nihilo.
Ruinous though colonialism was, it did not reduce the noble savage (sic) to a nondescript being
without self-respect or standards, veritable human refuse [as Polanyi described it in The Great
Transformation].
The colonial order not only failed to destroy indigenous society, it made active attempts to
uphold such a society. The colonisers themselves set limits on the intrusion of the market into African
communities. Colonial rule sought to protect indigenous communities as reservoirs of cheap labour
on the one side and for reasons of political stability on the other. Squeezed into smaller land areas,
disadvantaged in their competition with white farmers (who received all sorts of price subsidies and
monopolies), and above all subject to taxation, Africans were compelled to seek employment in the
towns. Once they arrived on the mines (or other employer), however, they sold their labour power
as single workers with limited residence rights in the urban areas. Wage rates were set below
subsistence, which ensured cheap labour for capital but also compelled the urban worker to retain
ties to the rural community where his family eked out a separate subsistence existence. The longevity
of colonial systems of segregation and indirect rule depended on the vitality of an indigenous society
to prevent the urban concentration of workers who might have posed (and eventually did) a political
threat to apartheid.6

extractive-oriented economies. They also help explain the vast spread of
urban slums and temporary residential accommodation in the most
miserable circumstances.
In opposition, Africas interrelated radical traditions grew and
intermingled. They included vibrant nationalist liberation insurgencies,
political parties that claimed one or another variant of socialism, mass
movements (sometimes peasant-based, sometimes emerging from degraded
urban ghettoes), and powerful unions. Religious protesters, womens
groups, students and youth played catalytic roles that changed history in
given locales.
For example, the 1884-85 meeting in Berlin that carved up Africa
between the main colonial powers reflected pressures directly related to
European economic downturns during the 1870s-90s, emanating especially
from the speculative financial centres of London and Paris. But soon
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enough, those stock markets would react as badly to news of the mid1890s Ndebele and (women-inspired) Shona raids on Cecil John Rhodes
mine and land surveyors in Zimbabwe, as modern brokers did to the
Zapatista uprising and the failure of WTO negotiations in Seattle a century
later.
The slavery abolition movement was not without currents of racialised
paternalism and indeed was often powered by British capitals competitive
drive. Still, it became one of the most important international solidarity
movements ever, and continued into the 20th century in campaigning
pressure against King Leopolds plunder of what was known as the Belgian
Congo. The continents nationalist movements forged panAfricanism in
productive alliances with diasporic intellectuals and in the process,
established newly empowered relations with northern critics of colonialism,
apartheid and racism. Victorious mass African movements against
colonialism and imperial adventurism, stretching from the 1950s Kenyan
Mau Mau and Nkrumahs Ghanaian visions, to the liberation of South
Africa in 1994, inspired leftists and anti-racists, whether militant leaders
like Malcolm X and Stokely Carmichael or church-basement activists. (To
be sure, as Che Guevara found out during 1965, organising and occasionally
fighting in what was then Mobutus Congo, not all peasant societies proved
ripe for the revolution.)
These are the traditions which todays global justice movements
must periodically recall, rather than assuming Zapatismo in 1994 and
Seattle in 1999 represent a brand new mode of politics, simply because
these broke from an ossified 1980s-90s mould of non-governmental,
developmental activism.
Civil societies through the eyes of Gramsci or Polanyi?
Only a few years ago, it appeared that even post-colonial African civil
society organisations which once had a more radical developmental agenda
were largely co-opted and channeled into serving each new incarnation
of elite interest. In reaction to the excesses of exhausted, corrupt and
repressive nationalist political parties, many of which were tossed from
power in the early 1990s, there emerged a new generation of democratic
movements, human rights advocates, NGOs, churches, youth and womens
groups, and a variety of other civil society groups.
However, before we begin to idealise this phenomenon, warned

Genoa protests the G8
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the late Nigerian political scientist Claude Ake, it is well to remind
ourselves that whatever else it is, it is first and foremost a child of
necessity, of desperation even.7 Structural adjustment meant the loss of
state welfare programmes, and in turn the need for civil societies to pick
up the pieces. When amidst the wreckage, alternative political parties
emerged from the grassroots and shopfloors (most spectacularly in Zambia,
perhaps), the balance of power meant that they too often fell into the trap
of deepening the markets rule, at the expense of popular interests.
Today, an increasingly critical approach is evident in Africas civil
society hotspots, especially South Africa. Some scholars might recognise
these dynamics as more akin to Hungarian social scientist Karl Polanyis
view of society - as an active, countervailing force against market excesses
(in The Great Transformation, 1944) - than to the pessimistic picture of
civil society painted by Italian political theorist and activist Antonio
Gramsci (in his 1930s Prison Notebooks). Part of Gramscis analysis of
hegemony depicted social organisations serving as state proxies that
ultimately protect and extend status quo property relations.
This dichotomous reading of civil society - as a stabilising,
conservative force (Gramsci), or instead as a new social movement
challenge to neoliberalism (Polanyi) - presents the Centre with some of
our most pressing research challenges, as we attempt to continually scan
and probe the entire field of activity. In Box 3, Centre Research Associate
David Sogge offers one roadmap, and for broader context, he also provides
another typology, dividing civil society organisations into liberatory,
reactionary and status quo groups according to their normative values:
An emancipatory camp. A diverse category populated by those pursuing
aims consistent with covenants of social, economic, cultural and civil
rights. Having been vigorously discouraged for decades by outside powers
and their local clients, it is a minority, often a besieged minority.
A supremacist category. Also in a minority, these groups routinely pursue
domination over others, denying or subverting emancipatory aims, as
agents of economic or violent crime, promoters of xenophobia, ethnic
hatred, denial of rights to women and girls, etc. However, in some settings
they can be well-positioned and enjoy the protection or outright support
of those holding state and corporate power.
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Box 3: Mainstream and alternative lineages of civil society
Amsterdam-based civil society analyst David Sogge recently contrasted the mainstream lineage which in Gramscis reading stabilises social relations - with the Polanyian alternative lineage.
Mainstream lineage

Alternative lineage

Local and intermediary NGOs, anti-government media, Social movements, non-establishment political
Membership
of civil society non-profit service bodies such as missions, charities, parties, trade unions, activist community-based
organisations, knowledge-based NGOs,
professional and business associations
independent media
Imperatives of markets, competition and modern life
break natural social bonds. Tensions increase, threatening
political instability. Lack of trustful relations in society
sets limits to exchange and to security of private property
- thus setting limits to economic growth. The state
crowds out private economic actors. Bad governance
stems from oversized state apparatuses and from
behaviour of government elites.

Domination by national and foreign state and
private actors (often in collusion) generates
socio-economic exclusion and insecurity. These
set limits to equitable development and growth,
weaken tax-based redistributive measures,
frustrate democratic politics and generate
dangerous social polarisation. Bad governance
is a cumulative outcome of national and global
politico-economic and military forces.

Wider roles of Civil society fosters bonds of trust, thus lowers business
transaction costs and widens market relations. It
civil society
compensates for loss of traditional social bonds,
strengthening social consensus and consent to rules,
thus helping prevent conflict.

Civil society promotes the ethic and practice
of solidarity and emancipation, animating and
inspiring action toward state and toward private
business interests. (Non-violent) conflict seen
as a necessary motor of social change.

Organisations Organisations together form a third sector
positioning & complementing the state and business sectors, though
they are separate from the state in political terms. Via
tasks
advocacy and lobbying they hold the government to
account. They promote decentralisation and reduction
of central state powers. Via public-private partnerships
some NGOs provide social services, conflict mediation
&c. as alternatives to state providers.

Organisations distinct from state and from
business interests. Social movements may
however crystallize into parties contesting for
state power. Otherwise, primary tasks are to
aggregate countervailing power through
mobilising and forging alliances among groups
of the poor and excluded via routine and nonroutine political, judicial and media channels.

Level & scope Mainly local and national

Local, national and international

Main
problems for
civil society to
tackle

Political
premises

Approach is premised on notions of weak publics
where opinions are formed but no active political
leverage is pursued.

Contemporary Approach associated with family of ideas centred on
community, social capital and trust promoted
origins &
chiefly by US academics and large research projects
backing
based at US universities. Major financial and intellectual
backing since around 1990 from the World Bank &
USAID.

Approach premised on notions of strong
publics where opinions develop and political
leverage actively pursued.
Approach associated with activist movements
of 1970s and 1980s confronting authoritarian,
often western-backed regimes. Latin American,
anti-colonial and some European intellectuals.
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The self-regarding or inward-looking. The bulk of voluntary associations
and nonprofits may best be categorised as instrumental, as vehicles for
service delivery, political self-advancement, etc., or merely inwardlooking, as with the most religious and cultural associations, clubs
providing services to members and so forth.8

The diversity of roles and in particular the Gramsci/Polanyi division
provide South African and African civil societies with the most powerful
dilemmas of analysis, strategies, tactics and alliances. Clarifying some
of the lines of debate has been one of the signal accomplishments of the
Social Movements Project.
We can turn to the past for insights, as well. In the spirit of Wolpes
studies on articulations of modes of production (capitalism abusing
non-capitalist relations), Burawoy suggests an innovative way of identifying
this tension between stabilising versus counter-hegemonic civil societies,
partly so as to explain the attraction of formalised apartheid racism for
South African state power and capital accumulation (Box 2). Then, by
contrasting the ideas of Gramsci and Polanyi, Burawoy generates powerful
insights on our contemporary debates. During the 1930s, while in prison,
Gramsci analysed the rise of fascism and the simultaneous failure of
liberatory political movements in Italy and other Western societies. He
explained that the hegemony of capitalism depended upon not merely
repression, but also consent via social organisations:
When the State trembled, a sturdy structure of civil society was at once
revealed. The State was only the outer ditch, behind which there stood
a powerful system of fortresses and earthworks The massive structures
of modern democracies, both as State organisations, and as complexes
of associations in civil society, constitute for the art of politics as it were
the trenches and the permanent fortifications of the front in the war of
position 9

Burawoy interprets: Civil society smothers any attempt to seize state
power directly, so that revolutionary activity involves the slow, patient
work of reorganising associations, trade unions, parties, schools, legal
system, and so forth - i.e., Gramscis war of position, in contrast to a
more insurrectionary war of movement. Polanyis most powerful idea,
meanwhile, was probably that of a double movement in which the
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extension of the market organisation in respect to genuine commodities
was accompanied by its restriction, as society periodically resisted
excessive commodification.10
To illustrate, those building the South African decommodification
agenda in recent years have established interlocking, overlapping campaigns
to turn basic needs into genuine human rights. These include demands for
anti-retroviral medicines to fight AIDS; at least 50 litres of free water and
1 kiloWatt hour of free electricity for each individual every day; extensive
land reform; prohibitions on service disconnections and evictions; free
education; and even a monthly Basic Income Grant. Social movements,
womens groups, churches, NGOs and trade unions are all basically
committed to this agenda, even if there are temporary divisions over
political-party alignments.
These campaigns seem to throw up the possibility of universal
programmatic work, perhaps in the spirit of the Freedom Charter, which
turns 50 years old in 2005. While there are all manner of problems with
rights discourses,11 they do parallel the kinds of reactions to rampant
market penetration now underway across the world, in the sphere of
reproduction of the broader social system, since civil society organisations
are expected to stand in when neoliberal policies shrink the state. York
University political scientists Isabella Bakker and Stephen Gill have
recently shown how, in rich and poor countries alike,
Reprivatisation of social reproduction involves at least four shifts that
relate to the household, the state and social institutions, and finally the
basic mechanisms of livelihood, particularly in poorer countries:
household and caring activities are increasingly provided through the
market and are thus exposed to the movement of money;
societies seem to become redefined as collections of individuals (or at best
collections of families), particularly when the state retreats from universal
social protection;
accumulation patterns premised on connected control over wider areas of
social life and thus the provisions for social reproduction;
survival and livelihood. For example, a large proportion of the worlds
population has no effective health insurance or even basic care.12

The state remains the primary agency through which social welfare is
delivered, through governments command over significant fiscal resources.
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But because nearly any governments control over policy is increasingly
challenged by international financial and trade agencies, multinational
corporations, and foreign donor governments, the Centre has been
considering these actors increasingly seriously. With many social welfare
functions devolved to households and communities, the burden of the
HIV/AIDS pandemic offers a poignant and urgent example. Rural
households and women, in particular, must bear an added burden of
caring for multiple family members, and the problem becomes catastrophic
with the emergence of more than a million AIDS orphans. Hence the
Centres Social Giving Project shines a critical spotlight upon the complex
patterns and flows of resources within South Africa.
In turn, these observations require us to draw lessons from across
Africa. As civil society counterparts and researchers across the continent
have shown, under conditions of never-ending structural adjustment most
Africans who lobby for democracy and basic socio-economic services from
their state regimes are and will continue to be frustrated. Progress will be
forged not from good ideas and polite advocacy, technicist interventions
and insider persuasion tactics, but in mass-movement campaigns emanating
from well-organised, democratic communities and shopfloors.
Lessons from African civil societies
Across Africa, the heroic anti-colonial movements of the last century
have their echo, today, in a diverse set of ecological, community, feminist
and labour struggles. In addition to South Africa, in recent years Egypt,
Ghana, Kenya, Mauritius, Nigeria, Senegal, Zambia and Zimbabwe have
been among the most intense sites of conflicts between social activists,
ruling parties and big capital. The continuation of IMF Riots in many
African countries confirms that the global justice movements critique
of neoliberalism remains valid and relevant.
The destruction of democratic possibilities was perhaps preordained,
in many cases, by the character of the colonial inheritance. Even in
Musevenis Uganda, where local-level power relations inherited from
centralised-despotic rule had to be thoroughly broken, there remained a
bifurcated duality of power: between a centrally-located modern state
(sometimes directly responsible for urban order in primate capital cities)
and, according to Mahmood Mamdani, a tribal authority which dispensed
customary law to those living within the territory of the tribe. This
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understanding helps us contextualise the struggles for human rights,
democratisation and socio-economic justice, as Mamdani links the globalnational-local scales:
In the absence of democratisation, development became a top-down agenda
enforced on the peasantry. Without thorough-going democratisation, there
could be no development of a home market. The latter failure opened wide
what was a crevice at Independence. With every downturn in the international
economy, the crevice turned into an opportunity for an externally defined
structural adjustment that combined a narrowly defined programme of
privatisation with a broadly defined programme of globalisation.13

However, the critique of neoliberalism is not limited to globalisation,
Washington Consensus macroeconomic policies, debt peonage and unfair
terms of trade. (The Africa Trade Network, the Gender and Trade Network
and Jubilee Africas affiliates are regular intellectual critics - and active
protesters - at the sites of global-scale negotiations and African elite
summits.) In addition, the micro-developmental and ecological damage
done through market-centred policies is now also widely recognised.
Some of the most notable recent upsurges of protest have been in
areas of environmental justice, exemplified by 2004 Nobel Peace Prize
winner Wangari Maathais struggle, two decades ago, to build Kenyas
Greenbelt Movement against the interests of the corrupt national state and
big capital. More recently, women in the oil rich Nigerian Delta regularly
conducted sit-ins at the local offices of multinationals. Oil workers have
vigorously protested at several Delta platforms over not only wages but
also broader community eco-social demands, even taking corporate
managers hostage for a time.
In Botswana, indigenous-rights campaigners lobby the DeBeers
diamond corporation, the World Bank and the Botswana government
against the displacement of Basarwa/San Bushmen from the central
Kalahari. According to the Guardian, the San targeted for relocation away
from diamond exploration areas had their water supplies cut off before
being dumped in bleak settlements with derisory compensation. Solidarity
was sufficiently powerful that by August 2002, the Botswana Gazette
described the government as a disease-ridden international polecat. In
the same spirit, activists resist large dams that threaten mass displacement
in Namibia (Epupa), Lesotho (Highlands Water Project), Uganda (Bujagali)

Nigerian Delta women object to
oil-related eco-social destruction
(the photographer protected their
anonymity due to persistent state
repression)

Wangari Maathai
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and Mozambique (Mphanda Nkuwa), as well as the Chad-Cameroon oil
pipeline. Support from northern environmentalists has been crucial.
Solidarity has also been a feature of reparations campaigners, led
by South Africas Jubilee and Khulumani, who reacted to 2004 court
defeats with pledges to campaign yet harder. They, in turn, were inspired
by the work of Nigerian church and debt activists who several years ago
focused attention on the role of British and Swiss banks in Sani Abachas
1990s looting spree, and won significant concessions that will deter illicit
capital flight (still amongst Africas most debilitating economic problems).
There are ongoing civil society campaigns underway elsewhere
in Africa against environmental racism, toxic dumping, asbestos damage,
incinerators, biopiracy, genetically modified food, carbon trading and air
pollution. Movements against privatisation of Africas basic services mainly water and electricity, but also municipal waste, health and education
- began in Accra and Johannesburg in 2000 and quickly attracted global
solidarity. A PanAfrican Treatment network of AIDS activists is taking
forward the work of South Africas Treatment Action Campaign, to
challenge unfair monopoly patents on life-saving medicines.
Can such efforts within the alternative lineage become more
coherently aligned, and will they persuade those in the traditional lineage
to take up the activism advocated by the Centres honorary professor,
Alan Fowler (Box 4)? If so, it is possible that the African Social Forum
(ASF) will be the source of such coordination and consensus-building.
From December 10-14, 2004, several hundred African grassroots, labour,
womens and student leaders gathered for the networks summit in Lusaka.
The ASFs emergence has not been easy, because of regional
differences, languages, cultural styles and different political priorities.
In January 2002, dozens of African organisations met in Bamako, Mali,
in preparation for the Porto Alegre World Social Forum. Bamako was
one of the first-ever substantial conferences to combine progressive
NGOs, labour, activist churches and social movements from all parts of
the continent. It was followed by ASF sessions in Johannesburg (August
2002), Addis Ababa (January 2003), Maputo (December 2003), Mumbai
(January 2004) and Lusaka.
In the spirit of Polanyi, the original Bamako Declaration insisted
that the values, practices, structures and institutions of the currently
dominant neoliberal order are inimical to and incompatible with the
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Box 4: Fowler on the NGO/social movement divide: Fire in a box14
Troubling questions for many Non-Governmental Development Organisations (NGDOs), particularly
in the South, relate to their place in society. Do they belong and will they be sustained within an
eventually unaided civic institutional ecology? And do other CSOs - either already around or emerging
- offer more viable institutional forms allied to a development potential? Tentative indicators suggest
that the answers to these two questions may, respectively, be no and yes.
First, there is a prospective watershed in the way that NGDOs are viewed and perceive
themselves, as agents of change. A driver for this reflection is the emergence of influential memberbased social movements, notably in the South. These entities and the tracks they pursue are
particularly visible at regional and the World Social Forum and in protests during meetings of
international institutions and the Davos World Economic Forum. They are also often at the forefront
of group mobilisation, for example to challenge economic policies that increase the vulnerability of
those already at most risk.
Flexible, dynamically organised groupings of activists and disadvantaged people are growing
in scale, number and political significance. Shack Dwellers and Landless People are two oft-quoted
examples of activist civic emergence rooted within and supported by members. They negotiate on
their own terms, backed up by mass action if needs be. They are as much a civic force as an
organisation. Issues of legitimacy in terms of constituency or mandate cannot be so easily deployed
against them, which provide a political and developmental robustness and leverage that NGDOs may
not enjoy.
In comparison, with a few exceptions, NGDOs feature less and less as agents of systemic
change or offer viable alternative social and developmental models. In part for reasons of aid system
architecture, there is a prevailing tendency for NGDOs to act as incremental improvers within a
technocratic, logical and linear framework allied to a partnership or harmony model of change
employed by most official agencies.
Results of the few NGDO evaluations available in the public domain offer little evidence to
counter an assertion that the role of NGDOs as agents of structural change for people who are poor
and marginalised is perhaps more an aspirational self-image than an on-the-ground reality. It is also
still far from proven that NGDOs work predominantly with the poorest. Moreover, valuable past
achievements in advocacy are not predictors of continuation within a potentially more reactionary
future. Nor can they be argued to have changed the fundamentals of a (limitless) growth-based model
of development or of inequity in international governance.
A second, more economic, indicator of the possibility of being displaced is that southern
NGDOs have too seldom established financial niches that can be sustained from within the country.
In other words, SNGDOs generally remain aid-dependent. Most are still finding it difficult to embed
in their own societies and economies in terms of adequate support from the public at large or from
government budgets.
A third dimension is to understand why NGDOs have yet to form strong bonds with other
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major civil society actors, such as Trade Unions, faith-based bodies and professional associations.
And, when this array of civic associations does come (briefly) together, why is it so often at the
invitation of an institution like the World Bank? In other words, why have NGDOs remained relatively
isolated and not at the forefront of relation building within civil society?
From the foregoing, it can be argued that aid has permitted, if not caused, a continued
separation of NGDOs from the mainstream of civil society in the North and South. Despite concerns
for sustainability, there has not been adequate investment in the social and economic rootedness of
southern NGDOs. A topic for a futures debate is whether this situation is tenable and what does it
say about the deep motives and commitments of donor countries? And, an agenda for action among
northern NGDOs is, surely and at last, to be really serious about the long-term institutional sustainability
of a strategically identified group of southern counterparts.
In sum, there is a prima facie case to suggest that social movements may offer better prospects
for sustainability as well as legitimacy and the political influence required for structurally oriented
development. And, if NGDOs could be displaced by associations of poor people as the source and
driver of their own structural advance, empowerment in its deeper sense requires more (donor)
attention to other civic actors and formations.
But such attention cannot be without very serious rethinking of mechanisms and processes
for engagement that do not undermine the dynamic and fluid essence of movement life. As one leader
remarked when asked if his movement could become more organised to make it fundable: you
cannot put a fire in a box.

realisation of Africas dignity, values and aspirations. Of particular
concern was the New Partnership for Africas Development (NEPAD):
The Forum rejected neoliberal globalisation and further integration of
Africa into an unjust system as a basis for its growth and development.
In this context, there was a strong consensus that initiatives such as
NEPAD that are inspired by the IMF-WB strategies of Structural
Adjustment Programs, trade liberalisation that continues to subject Africa
to an unequal exchange, and strictures on governance borrowed from the
practices of Western countries, are not rooted in the culture and history
of the peoples of Africa.15
However, reflecting Gramscian concerns, a critique of the ASF
emerged in Lusaka from South Africas Social Movements Indaba network:
The under-representation of social movements in relation to NGOs is
reflected in the political content of the forum. It manifests in the persistence
of the notion that the ASF is nothing other than a space, in contrast to
the perspective that it should have a programme to advance our struggle
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against neoliberalism. Hence, as Centre scholars Amanda Alexander and
Mandisa Mbali wrote of the ASF, Capturing Social Forums and blunting
their impact is a tantalising outcome for the World Bank and third-way
politicians. Yet they also point out that because of strong advocacy by
social movements, that danger was averted in Lusaka.16
Indeed, as Console Tleane of the Johannesburg-based Freedom of
Expression Institute reported in the ASFs daily African Flame newspaper,
The message was clear: there [was] no way that the ASF would entertain
any dealings with the World Bank.17 Observed Alexander and Mbali,
Activists in the NEPAD session came to the same conclusions on the
potential of neoliberal institutions and policies. And confirming Zoë
Wilsons study of the distorting impact of donors on African NGOs (Box
1), Demba Dembele of Dakars Forum for African Alternatives warns that
major multilateral agencies in Africa - especially the Bretton Woods
Institutions, with renamed structural adjustment programmes (Poverty
Reduction Strategy Papers) - sometimes have a dangerous agenda for civil
society:
They create the illusion of poverty reduction while pursuing the same
failed and discredited policies, with even more conditionalities; promote
a superficial national consensus on short-term poverty reduction
programmes at the expense of a serious and deep reflection on long-term
development policies; drive a wedge between reasonable and radical
civil society organisations in Africa; and shift the blame to governments
and citizens for the inevitable failure.18

One of the main reasons why the success of divide-and-conquer strategies
is less successful, and why the ASF has such a feisty spirit, is the increasingly
common experience that counterhegemonic civil society organisations
faced from their respective states during 2004: in a word, repression. The
most obvious case is Zimbabwe, where civil society groups active on
human rights and governance - such as the National Constitutional
Assembly, Combined Harare Residents Association and others - are
threatened with outright closure. In Zambia, too, the ASF hosts in Women
for Change were harassed and arrested by the state. The new Kenyan
government clamped down hard on Maasai ethnic land activists.
Closer to home, the South African state regularly used force and
bannings to prevent protests, such as on 21 March (Human Rights Day)
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when the Anti-Privatisation Forum was prevented from having a peaceful
protest at, ironically, the opening of the Constitutional Courts Hillbrow
headquarters; on election day when the Landless Peoples Movement
faced mass arrest and torture; and on various other occasions when
excessive use of police force was used to break up protests against genuine
grievances. At the end of 2004, a hopeful signal was a finding by the SA
Police Service Independent Complaints Directorate: the fatal shooting of
Harrismith protester Tebogo Mkhonza during an initially peaceful march
against the municipal council in August, should result in prosecution of
those responsible.19
Frantz Fanon

A challenge for intellectuals in solidarity
The forces on one side of the double movement - the penetration of
economic values - are immensely powerful, as civil society critics of
neoliberalism and repression are finding. For civil societies to avoid the
Gramscian role, serving as a trench to protect the state from challenges
by oppressed people, it is increasingly important that the neoliberal
philosophy is contested more visibly amongst African intellectuals, with
ever-stronger ties to democratic organisations.
Consider the once great tradition that conjoined liberatory thinkers
and activists (and occasionally national leaders), exemplified by Claude
Ake, Ahmed Ben Bela, Steve Biko, Amilcar Cabral, Frantz Fanon, Ruth
First, Patrice Lumumba, Samora Machel, Archie Mafeje, Ben Magubane,
Kwame Nkrumah, Julius Nyerere, Oginga Odinga, Bade Onimode, Walter
Rodney, Thomas Sankara and others who, mainly, were in their prime
during the 1960s-70s. Perhaps Martinique-born philosopher Fanon put
it best, in his analysis of the liberated zones of Algeria, circa 1960:
One of the greatest services that the Algerian revolution will have rendered
to the intellectuals of Algeria will be to have placed them in contact with
the people, to have allowed them to see the extreme, ineffable poverty
of the people, at the same time allowing them to watch the awakening of
the peoples intelligence and the onward progress of their consciousness...
Today, the peoples tribunals are functioning at every level, and local
planning commissions are organising the division of large-scale holdings,
and working out the Algeria of tomorrow. An isolated individual may
obstinately refuse to understand a problem, but the group or the village
understands with disconcerting rapidity. It is true that if care is taken to
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use only a language that is understood by graduates in law and economics,
you can easily prove that the masses have to be managed from above. But
if you speak the language of everyday, if you are not obsessed by the
perverse desire to spread confusion and to rid yourself of the people, then
you will realise that the masses are quick to seize every shade of meaning
and to learn all the tricks of the trade.20

This legacy has been kept alive and well today in the writings and speeches
of independent-minded pan-African nationalists, feminists, critical political
economists and anti-imperialists, including Jimi Adesina, Neville Alexander,
Samir Amin, Dennis Brutus, Fantu Cheru, Jacques Delpechin, Demba
Dembele, Yasmine Fall, M.P. Giyose, Paulin Hountondji, Dot Keet, Sara
Longwe, Amina Mama, Mahmood Mamdani, Patricia McFadden, Fatima
Meer, Guy Mhone, Thandeka Mkandawire, Gilbert Mudenda, Dani
Nabudere, Njoki Njehu, Georges Nzongola-Ntalaja, Adebayo Olukoshi,
Mohau Pheko, Brian Raftopoulos, Issa Shivji, Yash Tandon, Ernest Wamba
dia Wamba and many others who are shaping ASF constituents strategies.
Of course, conditions are not easy in most sites of African intellectual
work, with many academics surviving on less than US$100 a month pay.
Even in once proud universities like Dar es Salaam and Makerere, former
progressive intellectuals are prone to taking jobs or consultancies with
multilateral agencies, donors, corporations and wealthy Northern NGOs,
instead of devoting time and energies to unremunerated, risky work on
behalf of civil societies. The Centre will assist in correcting this imbalance,
both through our African Integration project and the extension of civil
society research grants into the region.
Nevertheless, what is encouraging is how quickly new layers of
organic intellectuals are arising. Profound critiques and strategies aimed
at challenging existing power relations now emanate from cross-border
networks of activists, usually working sector-by-sector. International
solidarity carefully pursued with respect and understanding is a crucial
component of this process, as suggested by experiences in various rightsbased sectoral coalitions within which African civil society activists often
play central roles. These include land (Via Campesino), healthcare
(International Peoples Health Council), free schooling (Global Campaign
for Education), water (Peoples World Water Forum), energy/climate
change (the Durban Declaration), debt (Jubilee South), development
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finance (IFIs-Out! and the World Bank Bonds Boycott), trade (Our World
is Not for Sale!) and many more.
Because of these continental and global experiences, there are
growing possibilities for collaborative processes linking scholars and
activists via mutually constructive South-South-North relationships. Two
leading organisations of committed African intellectuals - the Council
for Development and Social Research in Africa and Third World NetworkAfrica - convened an April 2002 conference on NEPAD which called
upon scholars and activist intellectuals within Africa and in the Diaspora,
to join forces with social groups whose interests and needs are central
to the development of Africa [and] to direct their research and advocacy
to some of the pressing questions that confront African policy and decision
making at international levels and domestically and regionally.21
A better mandate would be hard to find for 2005, as the Centre
looks forward to further international and Africa-wide lessons, keeping
ourselves and our South African collaborators aware of the many creative
ways civil society organisations are transcending the difficulties posed
by the Gramsci/Polanyi dichotomy. We hope you, dear reader, will
continue to work with us in that endeavour.
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The project on Globalisation, Marginalisation and New Social Movements,
coordinated by Richard Ballard, Adam Habib and Imraan Valodia, is
a collaboration between the Centre and the School of Development Studies.
The project is funded by Atlantic Philanthropies and the Ford Foundation,
and is structured around 17 case studies of social movements conducted
between mid-2003 and the end of 2004.
After preparatory work in 2002, the project began with full time
appointed staff in January 2003. The first six months were devoted to
securing the involvement of researchers to conduct case studies of a number
of social movements in South Africa. These researchers gathered in June
2003 for an intensive two-day discussion on the objectives of the project.
From July 2003 to July 2004 the researchers conducted their field work
and wrote first drafts of research reports. In order to test findings with a
broader set of activists, academics and social analysts, a conference was
held in October 2004 in Johannesburg. This was the first time that leading
ANC-Cosatu-SACP Alliance activists on the one hand, and independent
social movement leaders on the other, came together for sustained debate

Imraan Valodia
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since their falling out just prior to the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable
Development.
Research reports are posted on the Centre website as final versions
become available and are being considered for publication in the Centre
research report series. A manuscript for an edited book is being considered
by the University of KwaZulu-Natal Press and will also have an
international co-publisher.
Social Movements researchers and case studies
Baruti Amisi and Richard Ballard: Refugee Organisation and Struggle in South Africa
Peter Dwyer: The Contentious Politics of the Concerned Citizens Forum (CCF)
Sakhela Buhlungu: The Anti-Privatisation Forum: A Profile of a Post-Apartheid Social
Movement
Jacklyn Cock: Connecting the Red, Brown and Green: The Environmental Justice Movement
in South Africa
Ashwin Desai: The Cape of Good Dope? A Post-Apartheid Story of Gangs and Vigilantes
Annie Devenish and Caroline Skinner: The Self Employed Womens Union
Teresa Dirsuweit: The Problem of Identities: The Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and
Intersex Social Movement in South Africa
Anthony Egan and Alex Wafer: The Soweto Electricity Crisis Committee
Steven Friedman and Shauna Mottiar: A Rewarding Engagement?: The Treatment Action
Campaign and the Politics of HIV/AIDS
Stephen Greenberg: The Landless Peoples Movement and the Failure of Post-apartheid
Land Reform
Adam Habib and Imraan Valodia: The Congress of SA Trade Unions
Shireen Hassim: Voices, Hierarchies and Spaces: Reconfiguring the Womens Movement
in Democratic South Africa
Firoz Khan and Edgar Pieterse: The Homeless Peoples Alliance: Purposive Creation and
Ambiguated Realities
Sophie Oldfield and Kristian Stokke: Building unity in diversity: Social movement activism
in the Western Cape Anti-Eviction Campaign
Cyrus Rustomjee: The Jubilee Movement
Elke Zuern: Continuity in Contradiction? The Prospects for a National Civic Movement
in a Democratic State: SANCO and the ANC in Post-Apartheid South Africa
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The study on The State of Social Giving in South Africa addresses both
the quantitative and qualitative dimensions of aid flows through several
questions: who gives?; why?; who is at the receiving end?; what activities
or causes are funded?; how much do people give?; how organised is the
process of giving?; do resource flows have a redistributive effect?; how
does the practice of giving in its many varied and multifaceted forms ranging from the corporate sector to ones next door neighbour - influence
and shape issues of poverty and inequality in South Africa? Adam Habib
and Brij Maharaj direct the project, which is managed at the Centre by
Annsilla Nyar. Two additional members of the Management Committee
are Colleen du Toit of the SA Grantmakers Association and Tlalane Teffo
of the National Development Agency.
If 2003 represented the year of start-up for a project of immense
scale and breadth, then 2004 was a richly productive year in terms of
research outputs. On the quantitative side, a comprehensive national survey
of individual-based giving amongst South Africans was completed early
this year with the assistance of a Johannesburg-based survey company,
Strategy and Tactics, and several researchers. The survey is a random
individual not household survey of 3600 respondents which over-sampled
Jews, Hindus and Muslims in order to better inform our research into the
influence of religion on giving. The survey, launched in July and covered
extensively in the media, was preceded by a set of focus groups. The
quantitative report is posted on the Centre website. The data were prepared
in part so as to assist the non-profit sector for developing targeted fundraising strategies or the identification of volunteers.
As for qualitative research, a comprehensive national picture of the
state of giving in South Africa has begun to slowly emerge from the studies
that are nearing completion. A concept paper was drafted by the core
research team in order to provide conceptual and theoretical background
for the various studies which comprise the project. The result of this
research is the genesis of a rigorous analysis of the flow of
developmental/philanthropic resources in South Africa through (a) the
state; (b) the corporate sector; (c) externally funded resources; (d) faithbased giving; and (e) survivalist-type giving that happens in very poor
communities.
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Adam Habib, Annsilla
Nyar and David Everatt

25

The research project will culminate in the preparation of a book
manuscript in 2005, but the analysis is expected to make a larger and
longer-term contribution to non-profit organisational development, public
policy and more general national debate/discussion regarding resources
for development and social welfare. The Centre is also in regular contact
with several international research networks whose interests in civil
society and philanthropy overlap with our own. In the wake of the 26
December 2004 Tsunami which swept through Southeast and East Asia,
generous responses by civil society and individual donors shamed many
governments, reminding us of the importance of social giving in disaster
relief and development here at home, too.
Social Giving researchers and case studies
David Everatt, Ross Jennings, Nobi Dube, Matthew Smith, Steve Motlatla, Sharon Snyman and
Musa Myeza: Survey
Deborah Ewing, Thulani Guliwe and Deborah Khumalo: Externally Funded Resources
Steven Friedman, Shaun McKay and Judy Hudson: Giving by the Corporate Sector
Brij Maharaj, Irvin Chetty, Pearl Sithole, Reshma Sookrajh, Sultan Khan, Merle Favus and Bhekinkosi
Moyo: Religious Giving
Mandla Seleaone, Moses Ralinala, Tshidiso Shabalala and Tau Mokoka: Giving in Very Poor
Communities
Mark Swilling, Sandy Trull and Albert van Zyl: State Expenditure

The Civil Society and African Integration Project, managed by Vishnu
Padayachee and Mammo Muchie, began in July 2003 and its first phase
came to an end after a Maputo conference in August 2004. The project
brought together researchers from universities and research NGOs across
Africa in planning meetings, followed later by separate regional workshops
across the continent. Its aim, high-level training and research that is
continentally framed and continentally delivered, can only be achieved
by forming strategic partnerships.
The creation of a Pan-African intellectual community is vital if
we take seriously the African situation as the central problem in knowledge
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production, and if we are to generate a new pan-African intellectual force
that is capable of originality and independence of thought, willing to
generate knowledge in Africa, imbued with a strong civic and ethical
sense. The production of a continental intelligentsia will require a rethink
of the very concept, management and policy of higher education. It requires
changing existing tertiary institutions and creating new African academies
in order to deliver the production of broad-minded, African-oriented,
credible and responsive intellectual community.
The broader environment remains difficult. What with the stringent
imposition of neoliberal economic policies on Africa, universities have
largely been decimated during the last twenty years. There has been a
steady degradation of the university as the site for creating fundamental
and applied knowledge to assist African transformation. In some countries,
the university has been attacked and corroded to a point where it is seen
as another white elephant. Academic programmes have been reoriented
under the dictates of market demands instead of social and community
needs. Academic and research staff have departed, to engage in NGO,
business or consultancy moon-lighting. There is a pressing need to reverse
this decline and to re-legitimise the university as a central site of knowledge
production, and of research, training and service for development.
Whilst the overall objective is ambitious, the Civil Society and
African Integration Project worked modestly to establish the groundwork,
with the aim of constructing a continentally-run and managed research
network and doctoral programme on civil society and African integration.
The main tasks accomplished to date were to:

Vishnu Padayachee

Mammo Muchie

run four regional workshops;
commission four regional concept papers;
organise a final conference to tie together the recommendations
from the different regional workshops;
produce an overall concept paper on how to conceptualise civil
society in African Integration;
produce an edited book on African Integration and Civil Society,
for publication in 2005;
generate a proposal on how a consortium of universities can run
a post-graduate high-level training; and
generate a proposal on how a continental research network can be
developed in this field of enquiry.
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African Integration Project researchers and case studies
Adenkule Amuwo (University of Ibadan): West Africa
Chachage Seithy Chachage (University of Dar-es-Salaam): East Africa
Hamdy Abdel Hassan (University of Cairo): North Africa
Chris Landsberg (Centre for Policy Studies, Johannesburg): Southern Africa

Hermien Kotzé directs the Centres research grants, assisted by Baruti
Amisi. Their third annual call for proposals was made in August 2003
and implemented in 2004. From the fourth call, in mid-2004, we received
just under 100 concept papers, shortlisted 25, requested full proposals
from the selected applicants and eventually selected 18 proposals. Over
time, as the programme has become better known, the Centre has attracted
a wider range of researchers whose applications have been of greater
quality. Many of the completed research projects were published in the
Centres Research Report series and all are posted on the online library
on the website. The Centre has now made a total of 57 grants since the
inception of the grant programme in 2002.
The Centre is particularly grateful to the local South African and
the international scholars who contribute to the programme through both
the advisory board and through publication peer review. The advisory
board is listed on the back cover. Centre research associates who reviewed
papers in 2004 included Bill Freund (University of KwaZulu-Natal),
Gillian Hart (University of California/Berkeley), Faranak Miritab
(University of Illinois), Ken Salo (University of Illinois), David Sogge
(Transnational Institute, Amsterdam), and Amory Starr (Chapman
University).
At the end of 2004 Centre staff and our advisory board reviewed
the grant programme, and decided to reduce the maximum size of the
grants; require grantees to develop strategies for dissemination within
their field; encourage grantees to present their work in the Centres
seminar series before it is concluded; establish a dedicated website page
for completed research projects; run a further workshop to evaluate the
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impact of grants on organisations; and establish a special fund for occasional
research projects in need of resources to fill important gaps in civil society
knowledge.
Several of the grants went to post-doctoral and doctoral scholars.
The Centres first post-doc, Peter Dwyer (UK), completed his year with
the Centre in January 2004. During his tenure, he actively participated in
Social Movements Project research and gave support to the eThekwini
and Pietermaritzburg Social Forums. In early 2004, dozens of applications
were received for post-doctoral positions, and three were granted for 200405, to Raj Patel (UK), Zoë Wilson (Canada) and Sanya Osha (Nigeria).
Doctoral grant recipients include May Raidoo (UKZN Department of
Sociology) and Selinyane Nthakeng (UKZN School of Development Studies).

Grants and research titles, 2004:
Ivor Baatjes: An Investigation into the Level of Participation in Civil Society Organisations, Juristic
Structures and Social Movements and the Level of Education required for Encouraging
Participation
Franco Barchiesi: Beyond the State and Civil Society: Community Movements and Social Citizenship
in Post-apartheid South Africa
George Dor and Vonani wa ka Bila: The Growth of Organisation around Economic Justice in
Zimbabwe, Malawi and Swaziland
Marijke du Toit: The Durban South Photography Project
Saliem Fakir and Melissa Fourie: Gifts, Reciprocity and Trust: Alternative Civil Society Responses
to Economic and Political Marginalisation
Leonard Gentle: Local Government, Democracy and Public Participation: Experiences of local
democracy and challenges facing New Social Movements
Stephen Greenberg: Urban Food Politics and the Re-growth of Radical Community Organisation
in Post-apartheid South Africa
Zakes Hlatshwayo: Poor and Landless Women, Political Rights, Socio-economic Marginalisation
and New Forms of Struggles
Stephen Louw: Values and Survival: A Case Study of 10 years of Organisational History
Dale Mckinley and Fiona De Villiers: Behind Closed Doors: The State, Civil Society and the Crisis
of Basic Services/Needs in South Africa's Educational System
Victor Munnik and Jacklyn Cock: The Struggle of the Steel Valley Community against ISCOR
Mcebisi Ndletyana: A Contested Terrain for Ideological Hegemony, 1995-2000
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Mohamed Saliem Patel: Restructuring Regional Relations Through Foreign Direct Investment: South
African Investment in Namibia and Zimbabwe and Responses by Civil Society
Laurence Piper and Roger Deacon: Deepening Democracy or Elite Control? The Politics of Ward
Committees in the Msunduzi Municipality
Shanta Reddy: The Influence of Neoliberal Ideas on Notions of Fairness in Recent Important Labour
Court Judgments: An Assessment of Shifts in South African Labour Law Jurisprudence through
Conversation with the Winners and the Losers
Michelle Simon: The History of the Environmental Movement: The South Durban Basin
Harald Witt: Cash Crops, Rural Development and Civil Society: The Role of Genetically Engineered
Crops and Woodlots

The Centre will be proceeding with a South African-Norwegian research
collaboration that began during 2004. Along with Adam Habib, Centre
staff will work with the Norwegian Centre for International Studies at
the University of Bergen, led by Terje Tvedt and Paul Opoku-Mensah.
In February 2004, leadership from the University of Bergen visited
UKZN, and in June, Centre staff visited Oslo for programme consultations
and participation in a major conference, The Politics of Socio-economic
Rights in South Africa. The immediate objective in 2005 is to hold a
conference that will generate a book manuscript.

The Centre was a source of extensive published material in 2004. One
reflection of the influence of the material being generated was that three
major local publications prepared special editions during 2004 devoted
to social movements: Development Update, The South African Labour
Bulletin and The Mail & Guardian. Three respected international journals
- South Atlantic Quarterly, Historical Materialism and the Journal of
Asian and African Studies - also produced thematic issues highlighting
the work of Centre staff during 2004. Beyond the printed page, the SABC
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television series associated with the Harold Wolpe Memorial Trust also
commissioned Centre staff to prepare scripts for debates on matters of
public interest, for airing in early 2005. And late in 2004, the Centre agreed
to co-host the publication of Development Update for the next three years.
Centre Research Reports, 2004
Anti-Privatisation Forum et al: Nothing for Mahala: The Forced Installation of Prepaid Water
Meters in Stretford Extension 4, Orange Farm, Johannesburg. Research Report 16.
Franco Barchiesi: Classes, Multitudes and the Politics of Community Movements in Post-apartheid
South Africa. Research Report 20.
Patrick Bond: South Africas Resurgent Urban Social Movements The Case of Johannesburg, 1984,
1994, 2004. Research Report No. 22.
Peter Dwyer: The Contentious Politics of the Concerned Citizens Forum. Research Report 27.
Harri Englund: Transnational Governance and the Pacification of Youth: The Contribution of Civic
Education to Disempowerment in Malawi. Research Report 13.
Steven Friedman and Shauna Mottiar: A Moral to the Tale: The Treatment Action Campaign and the
Politics of HIV/AIDS. Research Report 27.
Nigel Gibson: Black Consciousness 1977-1987: The Dialectics of Liberation in South Africa. Research
Report 18.
Stephen Greenberg: The Landless Peoples Movement and the Failure of Post-apartheid Land Reform.
Research Report 25.
Stephen Greenberg: Post-apartheid Development, Landlessness and the Reproduction of Exclusion
in South Africa. Research Report 17.
Adéle Kirsten: The Role of Social Movements in Gun Control: An International Comparison of South
Africa, Brazil and Australia. Research Report 21.
Hermien Kotzé: Responding to the Growing Socio-economic Crisis? A Review of Civil Society in
South Africa during 2001 and 2002. Research Report 19.
Kumiko Makino: Social Security Policy Reform in Post-Apartheid South Africa: A Focus on the
Basic Income Grant. Research Report 11.
Michael Neocosmos: The Contradictory Position of Tradition in African Nationalist Discourse:
Some Analytical Reflections. Research Report 14.
Louiza Odysseos: Activism and Webs Of Meaning: Rethinking the Relationship between the Local
and the Global in the Central Kalahari Game Reserve. Research Report 23.
Issa Shivji: The Rise, the Fall, and the Insurrection of Nationalism in Africa. Research Report 12.
Elke Zuern: Continuity in Contradiction? The Prospects for a National Civic Movement in a
Democratic State: SANCO and the ANC in Post-Apartheid South Africa. Research Report 26.
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Centre staff publications
Books
Patrick Bond: Talk Left, Walk Right: South Africas Frustrated Global Reforms. Pietermaritzburg,
University of KwaZulu-Natal Press.
Alan Fowler (with K.Kinyanjui): Indigenising Foreign Seed on African Soil: The Story of K-Rep.
Nairobi, Kenya Rural Enterprise Programme.
Articles in Accredited Journals
Richard Ballard: The Ant and the Grasshopper: Rationalising Exclusion and Inequality in the Postapartheid City. Theoria, 105.
Richard Ballard (with E.Popke): Dislocating Modernity: Identity, Space and Representations of
Street Trade in Durban, South Africa. Geoforum, 35, 1.
Richard Ballard: Middle Class Neighbourhoods or African Kraals? The Impact of Informal
Settlements and Vagrants on Post-apartheid White Identity. Urban Forum, 15, 1.
Saranel Benjamin: Pushing Boundaries: Separating the Women from the Women. Agenda, 59.
Patrick Bond: Talk Left, Walk Right: Rhetoric and Reality in the New South Africa. Global Dialogue,
6, 4.
Patrick Bond: Bankrupt Africa: Imperialism, Subimperialism and Financial Politics. Historical
Materialism, 12, 4.
Patrick Bond: The ANCs Left Turn and South African Subimperialism: Ideology, Geopolitics
and Capital Accumulation. Review of African Political Economy, 31, 102.
Patrick Bond: South Africa tackles Global Apartheid: Is the Reform Strategy Working? South
Atlantic Quarterly 103, 4.
Patrick Bond: Should the World Bank be Fixed or Nixed? Reformist Posturing and Popular
Resistance. Capitalism, Nature, Socialism, 15, 2.
Patrick Bond: From Racial to Class Apartheid: South Africas Frustrating Decade of Freedom.
Monthly Review, 55, 10.
Patrick Bond: Water Commodification and Decommodification: South African Narratives from
Johannesburg to Kyoto to Cancun and Back. Capitalism, Nature, Socialism, 15, 1.
Ashwin Desai: Magic, Realism and the Post-Apartheid State. Historical Materialism, 12, 4.
Ashwin Desai and Richard Pithouse: What Stank in the Past is the Presents Perfume. South Atlantic
Quarterly, 103, 4.
Ashwin Desai and Richard Pithouse: But We Were Thousands. Journal of Asian and African Studies,
39, 4.
Ashwin Desai and Richard Pithouse: Sanction All Revolts: A Reply to Rebecca Pointer. Journal
of Asian and African Studies, 39, 4.
Adam Habib: The Politics of Economic Policy-Making: Substantive Uncertainty, Political Leverage,
and Human Development. Transformation, 56.
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Mandisa Mbali: AIDS Discourses and the State: Government Denialism in Post-Apartheid South
Africa. Transformation, 56.
Mandisa Mbali: 'A Postcard from Bangkok: Reflections on Gender and Sexuality in Contemporary,
Global AIDS Activism. Agenda, 62.
Sanya Osha: Ethics and Revisionism in Nigerian Governance. QUEST: An African Journal of
Philosophy, 16, 1-2.
Sanya Osha: Panafricanism Now. African Journal of Political Science, 9, 2.
Sanya Osha: Race and a Postmodern World. QUEST: An African Journal of Philosophy, 16, 1-2.
Sanya Osha: Unraveling the Silences of Black Sexualities. Agenda, 60.
Raj Patel (with P.McMichael): Third Worldism and the Lineages of Global Fascism: the Regrouping
of the Global South in the Neoliberal Era. Third World Quarterly, 25, 1.
Richard Pithouse: Frantz Fanon and the Explosive Alliance. Journal of the Caribbean Philosophy
Association, 1, 1.
Zoë Wilson (with D.Black): Rights, Region and Identity: Exploring the Ambiguities of South Africas
Regional Human Rights Role. Politikon, 31, 1.
Articles in (Non-Accredited) Intellectual Journals
Saranel Benjamin: We are not Indians! We are the Poors!: An Investigation into Race, Class and
Gender in Social Movements. Development Update, 5, 2.
Patrick Bond: Time for Political-Economic Analysis, Tougher Strategies, Grassroots Politics. Open
Democracy, http://www.opendemocracy.net.
Patrick Bond: Decommodification and Deglobalisation: Strategic Challenges for African Social
Movements. Afriche e Oriente, 7, 4.
Patrick Bond: Is NEPAD Passé? Journal of Peacebuilding and Development, 2, 1.
Patrick Bond: From People, Planet and Prosperity to Poverty, Property and Pollution. Development
Update, 6, 1.
Patrick Bond: Il Sudafrica e LApartheid Globale: La Strategia Riformista Funziona? Alternative, 2.
Ashwin Desai Social Movements and the State, Development Update 5, 2
Ashwin Desai (with V.Padayachee and G.Vahed): Managing South African Transformation: The
Story of Cricket in KwaZulu Natal, 1994-2004. Patterns of Prejudice, 38, 3.
Ashwin Desai and Richard Pithouse 'Ma noi eravamo migliaia. Espropriazione, resistenza,
riappropriazione e repressione a Mandela Park, Afriche e Orienti, 6, 3, 2004
Alan Fowler (with J.McMahon): Negotiating Goodbye while Saying Hello. Alliance, 9, 2.
Mandisa Mbali A postcard from Bangkok: Reflections of gender and sexuality in contemporary,
global AIDS activism, Agenda, African Feminisms Vol 2: Sexualities in Africa
Sanya Osha: Spectralising Bergson and the Dilemmas of Decolonisation, Africa Development.
Richard Pithouse: Solidarity, Cooperation and Assimilation: The Necessity, Promises and Pitfalls
of Global Linkages for South African Movements. Development Update, 5,2.
Zoë Wilson: Paradoxes and Dilemmas of Institutional Change: Human Rights and Livelihoods in
Remote Angola. Journal of Peacebuilding and Development, 2, 1.
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Academic Book Chapters
Richard Ballard: Assimilation, Emigration, Semigration, and Integration: White Peoples Strategies
for Finding a Comfort Zone. In N.Distiller and M.Steyn (eds), Under Construction: Race and
Identity in South Africa Today. London, Heinemann.
Patrick Bond: Facing Global Apartheid. In B.Kagarlitsky and A.Freeman (eds), The Politics of
Empire: Globalisation in Crisis. London, Pluto Press.
Patrick Bond: US Empire and South African Subimperialism. In L.Panitch and C.Leys (eds), Socialist
Register 2005: The Empire Re-loaded. London, Merlin and New York, Monthly Review Press.
Patrick Bond: Labour, Social Movements and South African Foreign Economic Policy. In P.Nel
and J.van der Westhuizen (eds), Democratising South African Foreign Policy. New York,
Lexington Books and Cape Town, University of Cape Town Press.
Patrick Bond: New Municipal Public Management in South Africa: The Rise and Fall of Water
Commercialisation. In P.Dibben, G.Wood and I.Roper (eds), Contesting Public Sector Reforms:
Critical Perspectives, International Debates. Basingstoke, Palgrave Macmillan.
Patrick Bond: The Neoliberal Roots of South Africas Cholera Epidemic. In M.Fort, M.Mercer and
O.Gish (eds), Sickness and Wealth: The Corporate Assault on Global Health. Boston, South
End Press.
Patrick Bond: Can the New Partnership for Africas Development Work? in K.Wohlmuth (ed),
African Development Perspective Yearbook: African Entrepreneurship and Private Sector
Development. Bremen, Institute for World Economics and International Management.
Alan Fowler: Civil Society and International Development: Towards a Complex Systems Perspective
and Practice. In B.Pratt (ed), Changing Expectations? The Concept and Practice of Civil Society
in International Development. Oxford, International NGO Training and Research Centre.
Adam Habib: Conversation with a Nation: Race and Redress in Post-Apartheid South Africa. In
E.Pieterse and F.Meintjies (eds), Voices of the Transition: The Politics, Poetics and Practices
of Social Change in South Africa. Cape Town, Heineman Publishers.
Adam Habib and Selinyane Nthakeng, South Africas Foreign Policy and a Realistic Vision of an
African Century. In E. Sidiropolous (ed), Apartheid Past, Renaissance Future; South Africas
Foreign Policy 1994-2004. Johannesburg, South African Institute of International Affairs.
Sanya Osha: Man will Live Well: On the Poetics of Corruption in the Global Age. In W.M.J. van
Binsbergen and van Dijk (eds), Situating Globality: African Agency in the Appropriation of
Global Culture. Hamburg and London, LIT VERLAG.
Zoë Wilson (with D.Black): Foreign Policy and the Politics of Identity: Human Rights, Zimbabwes
Land Crisis and South Africas Quiet Diplomacy. In P.M.Goff and K.C.Dunn (eds), Identity
and Global Politics: Theoretical and Empirical Elaborations. New York, Palgra.
Zoë Wilson: State-making, Peacemaking and the Inscription of Gendered Politics into Peace: Lessons
from Angola. In J.Parpart, A.Ravean-Roberts and D.Mazurana (eds), Gender, Complex
Emergencies, and Peacekeeping: National and International Feminist Perspectives. New York,
Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc.
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Research Reports
Richard Ballard and Baruti Amisi: Refugee Organisation and Struggle in South Africa, Research
Report for Globalisation, Marginalisation and New Social Movements in Post Apartheid South
Africa Project.
Richard Ballard: Preliminary Considerations on the Relationship Between Refugees and the City
of eThekwini. Forced Migration Unit Policy Brief
Patrick, Bond: Johannesburg Civil Society. Berlin, Freie Universität Osteuropa-Institut Working
Papers Series.
Patrick, Bond: South Africa and Global Apartheid: Continental and International Policy and Politics.
Uppsala, Nordiska Afrikainstitutet Discussion Paper 25.
Patrick Bond: South Africas Resurgent Urban Social Movements: The Case of Johannesburg, 1984,
1994, 2004. Centre for Civil Society Research Report 22.
Patrick Bond: Against Global Apartheid?: Debating Analyses, Strategies, Tactics and Alliances.
Uppsala, Dag Hammarskjold Foundation What Next? Occasional Paper Series.
Ashwin Desai: The Cape of Good Dope? A Post-Apartheid story of Gangs and Vigilantes Research
Report for Globalisation, Marginalisation and New Social Movements in Post Apartheid South
Africa Project.
Alan Fowler: International Development Frameworks, Policies, Priorities and Implications: A Basic
Guide for NGOs. Ottawa, Oxfam Canada.
Hermien Kotzé: Responding to the Growing Socio-Economic Crisis? A Review of Civil Society in
South Africa during 2001 and 2002. Centre for Civil Society Research Report 19.
Annsilla Nyar (with L.Bornstein, T.Smith, and L.Hyman): Negotiating Aid: UK Funders, NGOs
and South African Development - South Africa Report. DFID/Nuffield Foundation Project:
Partnerships and Participation: Research into NGO Programme and Project Management in
South Africa.
Annsilla Nyar: International Aid Flows to the NGO Sector. Report prepared for the Southern African
Grantmakers Association.
Raj Patel (with A.Muller): Shining India? Economic Liberalisation and Rural Poverty in the 1990s.
Policy Brief, Institute for Food and Development Policy, Oakland.
Zoë Wilson: Civil Society Perspectives on the Responsibility to Protect. Report on the Kigali
Proceedings for CIDA, DFAIT, DND.
Book Reviews
Richard Ballard: Terry Bell, Unfinished Business. Global Dialogue.
Alan Fowler: John Clark, Worlds Apart: Civil Society and the Battle for Ethical Globalisation.
Voluntas, 15, 1.
Sanya Osha: O.Oyediran and A.Agbaje (Eds), Nigeria: Politics of Transition and Governance 19861996. African Renaissance.
Richard Pithouse: Slavoj iek and Glyn Daly, Conversations with iek. Theoria, 104.
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Richard Pithouse: Nigel Gibson, Fanon: The Postcolonial Imagination. Theoria 104.
Richard Pithouse: Terry Eagleton, Terry puts Postmodernism in its Place: On the Shelf next to the
Omo. Independent on Sunday, 8 February.
Zoë Wilson: Nigel Eltringham, Accounting for Horror. International Affairs, 80, 4.
Articles in Other Publications
Alexander, Amanda: TAC Marches in Maritzburg. Centre for Civil Society, http://www.ukzn.ac.za/ccs.
Alexander, Amanda (and L.Sisilana), In the Footsteps of Biko. Mail & Guardian, 24 December.
Saranel Benjamin: ANC Accepts Marriage Proposal from Apartheid Architects. Green Left Weekly,
August 25.
Saranel Benjamin: Voices of Dissent: Social Movements Challenging Contemporary Forms of Public
Participation. Critical Dialogue, 1, 2.
Patrick Bond: Los Movimientos Sociales: Cinco Años Después de Seattle, Africa Subsahariana.
El Viejo Topo, December.
Patrick Bond: The George Bush of Africa: Pretoria Chooses Subimperialism. Foreign Policy in
Focus, http://www.fpif.org, republished at http://www.counterpunch.org.
Patrick Bond: Zerstört die Zähler, Genießt das Wasser! Globale Konzerne, Lokaler Staat und Soziale
Bewegung in Johannesburg. Fantomas, 5.
Patrick Bond: La Guerre des Eaux de Johannesburg Soweto Contre Suez. Le Passant Ordinaire,
48.
Patrick Bond: World Financial Volatility. ZNet Commentary, 26 December.
Patrick Bond: Crunch Time for Capitalism? ZNet Commentary, 4 December.
Patrick Bond: Bankers in Baghdad. ZNet Commentary, 25 October, republished in Zimbabwe
Independent, 5 November.
Kerry Chance and Mandisa Mbali: Talking is Walking: A Critical Review of Patrick Bonds Wolpe
Lecture. Centre for Civil Society, http://www.ukzn.ac.za/ccs.
Ashwin Desai: Where Patriotism Meets Neo-liberalism. This Day, 10 May.
Ashwin Desai: South Africas Faded Rainbow. Red Pepper, 119, May.
Ashwin Desai: Mandelas Legacy. International Socialist Review, May.
Ashwin Desai and Richard Pithouse: (Un)Civil Society and the Vote. The Mercury, 8 March.
Alan Fowler: Third Sector Research - International Perspectives on Institutionalisation. Maecenata
Actuell, 48.
Mandisa Mbali (with A.Devenish): Review of Zackie Achmats Wolpe Memorial Lecture on Ten
Years of South Africas Democratic Constitution. Centre for Civil Society,
http://www.ukzn.ac.za/ccs.
Mandisa Mbali: Sexuality as the Theatre for Post-apartheid Political Battles? A Critical Review of
Deborah Posels Wolpe Memorial Lecture on The Politics of Sexuality in Post-apartheid South
Africa. Centre for Civil Society, http://www.ukzn.ac.za/ccs.
Mandisa Mbali (with M.Hunter): Yesterdays Stereotypes are a Thing of the Past. Sunday
Tribune, October 17.

36

Annsilla Nyar: Putting the NGO-Donor Relationship Under the Spotlight. Siyakha. Newsletter for
the Non Profit Consortium. 1, 1, September.
Sanya Osha: Small by Small, Nigeria dey Burn. African Review of Books, Addis Ababa and Dakar.
Sanya Osha: Colonising the Global. The Voice of the Turtle http://www.voiceoftheturtle.org
Raj Patel: Those Lands Paved Now, One Year After Lee Kyung Hae. Focus On Trade 104, September.
Raj Patel (with G.Henriques): NAFTA, Corn, and Mexicos Agricultural Trade Liberalisation.
Foreign Policy in Focus, http://www.fpif.org.
Raj Patel: The Ironies Of Intellectual Property: Opinions on Yesterdays Decision by the University
of KwaZulu-Natal to Prevent a Screening of Fahrenheit 9/11.
<http://Southafrica.Indymedia.Org/News/2004/09/6642.Php>, 17 September.
Richard Pithouse: The Essence of Springsteen. Independent on Saturday, 17 January.

Centre conference presentations
In addition to the Centres various Research Project symposiums and seminars and the School of
Development Studies 50th Anniversary conference in October, staff presented papers at a variety of
intellectual events and public conferences during 2004 on behalf of the Centre, including:
Africa Social Forum (Lusaka, December)
World Forum on Agrarian Reform (Barcelona, December)
Ethiopian Economics Association, Codesria and IDEAS Conference on The Agrarian Constraint
and Poverty Reduction (Addis Ababa, December)
Worldwide Initiative for Grantmaker Support Community Foundation Symposium (Berlin,
December)
University of Lagos Seminar on Sexuality (Lagos, December)
Providing Sustainable Water Services in Southern Africa (Johannesburg, December)
Alternative Information and Development Centre Conference on Ten Years of Democracy (Cape
Town, December)
Organisation for Social Science Research in Eastern and Southern Africa Conference on African
Conflict (Addis Ababa, November)
York University Department of Political Science Empire Seminar (Toronto, November)
KZN Tenure Support Coordinating Committee Annual General Meeting (Pietermaritzburg,
November)
Dag Hammarskjold Foundation Seminar on Whats Next in Economics? (St.Augustine, Florida,
November)
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York University School of Environmental Studies and Institute for Research and Innovation in
Sustainability Seminar on South African Water (Toronto, November)
Dalhousie University Centre for Foreign Policy Workshop on Rhetorics and Realities (Halifax,
November)
University of Bologna Conference on Philanthropy and Religion (Bologna, October)
Leipzig University Workshop on Governance and Inequality (Stellenbosch, September)
HighwayAfrica Conference on Media Making the Information Society (Grahamstown, September)
Institute of Commonwealth Studies Conference on Looking at South Africa Ten Years On
(London, September)
Landless Peoples Movement Annual General Meeting (Johannesburg, September)
University of Cape Town Department of Sociology Labour Seminar (Cape Town, August)
American Sociological Association Annual Meeting (San Francisco, August)
Organising Youth (San Francisco, August)
University of the Witwatersrand Centre for Urban and Built Environment Studies Matthew
Goniwe Lecture Series (Johannesburg, August)
University of Pretoria Moral and Political Philosophy Colloquium (Pretoria, July)
International Society for Third-sector Research (Toronto, July)
Open University Workshop on Democracy in Durban Project (Milton Keynes, July)
Norwegian Centre for Human Rights and Network on Local Politics in Developing Countries
Conference on South Africa Ten Years After Apartheid (Oslo, June)
First Meeting of the Caribbean Philosophy Association (Barbados, June)
Ford Foundation Philanthropy in Southern Africa (Kampala, April)
World Social Forum (Mumbai, January)

38

Website and Listserve
Thanks to the hard work of Richard Pithouse and John Devenish, the
Centre website continues to be popular with academics, journalists and
people working in NGOs, CBOs, trade unions and social movements.
Page impressions are now up to over 1 800 per working day. During 2004,
particular attention was paid to expanding the online library of articles on
civil society which now includes over 2 000 documents. We have also
added new sections to the website, including a media archive, image
library, debating site, and pages devoted to general research, events, civil
society activism, film and workshop projects. We aim to translate select
articles into African languages and French/Portuguese on a regular basis
in 2005. Subscriptions for the Centres [in.the.zone] listserve stabilised
at around 800 readers during 2004.
Resource Centre
The Centre continues to attract generous donations of useful material, in
particular from Verso, Zed and Pluto presses via Friends of Workers
Education in South Africa. With the support of Richard Pithouse, Princess
Nhlangulela and Baruti Amisi, our Resource Centre is actively utilised
by the wider community. We have increased the number of available
computers and installed a television and VCR.
Film Screening Project
Visitors are welcome to watch films in our resource centre and book them
out. During 2004 the Centre began the public screening of films in our
collection along with interpretive discussions led by Amanda Alexander,
initially at the UKZN Howard College and Westville campuses, as well

Zackie Achmat
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as at the Durban Institute of Technology. In 2005, the fortnightly
screening/discussion of films with civil society themes will expand to
community/workplace centres in Durban and rural KwaZulu-Natal.
Centre seminars and public forums
Periodically, the Centre hosts public seminars and forums. In 2004, most
of these were preparatory educational events for the Harold Wolpe Memorial
Lectures, but several were also held on matters of community and public
interest, including International Rivers Day (17 March), poverty and
racism (30 September), global warming and emissions trading (6 October),
and water privatisation (4 November).

Everjoice Win

Thanks to organising by Richard Ballard and Richard Pithouse and
funding from the Harold Wolpe Memorial Trust, the Centre and The School
of Development Studies successfully completed the third Wolpe Memorial
Lecture Series. Attendance and support from academics and the wider
community continued to be excellent, with between one and four hundred
members of the audience for each lecture. Many of the lectures and critical
reviews by staff are published on the Centre website. Some - such as
Ferial Haffajees critique of the independent left in May 2004 - generated
active national discussions. An even more ambitious programme of local
and international lecturers has been approved for 2005.
The 2004 Wolpe Lecture programme

Ferial Haffejee

Zackie Achmat (Treatment Action Campaign): The Constitution, 26 February
Giovanni Arrighi (Johns Hopkins University Department of Sociology): Capitalism and World (Dis-)
Order, 17 March
Patrick Bond (University of the Witwatersrand Graduate School of Public and Development
Management): Ten Years of Democracy: From Racial to Class Apartheid, 22 April
Ferial Haffejee (Editor, Mail & Guardian): The State of the Media Ten Years into Democracy, 27
May
Mark Gevisser (Independent Scholar): Are We Living the Dream Deferred?, 17 June
Michael Burawoy (University of California Department of Sociology): From Liberation to
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Reconstruction: Theory and Practice in the Life of Harold Wolpe, 22 July
Deborah Posel (University of the Witwatersrand Institute for Social and Economic Research): The
Politicisation of Sexuality in Post-apartheid South Africa, 5 August
Everjoice Win (Zimbabwean Feminist Activist): Building and Sustaining a Womens Movement in
the Zimbabwean Crisis, 26 August
Tariq Ali (New Left Review and Verso Press): Imperialism and Resistance, 25 November
Dennis Brutus (University of Pittsburgh Department of Africana Studies): The Global Justice
Movement Five Years after Seattle, 30 November

On 8 July, Nigel Gibson (Harvard and Brown Universities) delivered the
third Fanon lecture at the Centre: Frantz Fanon and the New Reality of
the Nation. The journal Theoria will be publishing the talk in 2005.
Nigel Gibson

In June, Mandisa Mbali helped the Centre re-launch its Howard College
campus Seminar Series. Presentations were made on a fortnightly basis
by Centre staff, grant recipients, visiting researchers and civil society
activists. Most of the papers are available on the Centre website, and
several have subsequently been revised and submitted for publication in
the Centres Research Series, books and scholarly journals.
The 2004 Seminar programme
Richard Ballard (CCS): Social Movements in Post-apartheid South Africa, 25 June
Saranel Benjamin (CCS): New Forms of Resistance in Post-apartheid South Africa, 2 July
Nigel Gibson (Harvard and Brown Universities): Black Consciousness 1977-1987: The Dialectics
of Liberation in South Africa: 9 July
Franco Barchiesi (University of Bologna Department of Sociology): Classes and Multitudes in South
Africa, 16 July
Jacques Delpechin (University of California/Berkeley Department of International and Area Studies):
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The Haitian Slave Revolution as an Event and Fidelity to Freedom, 23 July
Harry Boyte (University of Minnesota Center for Democracy and Citizenship): South Africas
Prospects for Global Leadership, 2 August
Andrew Nash (Editor, Monthly Review Press) Gandhi as Philosopher, 11 August
Mandisa Mbali (CCS): TAC in the History of Rights-based, Patient-driven HIV/AIDS Activism in
South Africa (jointly held with the Gender Studies Department), 26 August
Raj Patel (CCS): Agricultural Imperialism and Peasant Solidarities, 3 September
Richard Pithouse (CCS): Solidarity, Cooperation and Assimilation: The Necessity, Promises and
Pitfalls of Global Linkages for South African Movements, 17 September
Zoë Wilson (CCS): The Paradoxes and Dilemmas of Institutional Change: Human rights and
livelihoods in remote war-torn Angola, 1 October
Sanya Osha (CCS): Youth, Knowledge and Violence in Nigeria, 5 November
Adele Kirsten (Gun Free South Africa): Gun Control Movements in South Africa, Brazil and Australia,
19 November

Tariq Ali
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A RASSP workshop, Durban

During 2004, the Centre won grant funding and university placements
that permit the enrolment of a half-dozen doctoral and research masters
students in 2005. Bursaries and research grants were funded by the SA
Netherlands Research Programme on Alternatives in Development to
develop new knowledge in the field of civil society.
From September-November, Hermien Kotzé taught the Centres
course, Civil Society and Development, in the School of Development
Studies masters programme. Amongst the seminal and the cutting-edge
materials debated by students were books and articles by Kaldor, Foley
and Hodgkinson, Cohen and Arato, Meiksins Wood, Stiglitz, Anheier and
Glasius, Keane, Edwards, Gaventa, Pearce, Commins, Hilhorst, Petras
and Veltmeyer, Cohen and Rai, Smith, De la Porta and Diani, Desai and
Said, Friedman and Reitzes, Diamond, Habib and Taylor, Swilling and
Russell, Everatt, McDonald and Pape, Desai, Greenberg, Burkeman,
Munro, Campodonico, and German and Randel.

The 2004 International Human Rights Exchange, an intensive, accredited,
international undergraduate programme in Human Rights, was hosted at
the University of Cape Town this year. The Centre played a key role in
the development of the curriculum and staff did some of the teaching.

Under the direction of Saranel Benjamin and with the assistance of
Michelle Simon, the Research and Analysis Skills Strengthening Programme
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(RASSP) aims to strengthen the research capacity of civil society by
focusing on organic intellectuals who are community activists and leaders.
Funded in 2004 by the Finnish government and the Foundation for Human
Rights, the project began with a training phase on research methods and
advocacy. Thirty three of the people who went through the RASSP training
project successfully submitted proposals to the Centre and were contracted
to conduct research. Each received a research grant from the Centre to
conduct their research.
These projects developed organically through the researchers own
experiences. From February to August of 2004, the community researchers
worked closely with their supervisors: Lillian Artz (University of Cape
Town Gender, Health and Justice Centre); Naeem Jeenah (University
of the Witwatersrand Department of Political Studies); Michael Koen
(Durban Civil Society Research and Support Collective); Noor
Nieftagodien (University of the Witwatersrand Department of History);
Penelope Parenzee (IDASA Budget Information Service Programme);
and Richard Pithouse (CCS). The RASSP Peer Review Conference for
research presentations was held in Johannesburg in August.
In 2005, the Centre will publish research reports produced by the
grantees. These provide a snap-shot picture of contemporary civil society
experiences in post-apartheid South Africa, written by activists with the
aim of educating their communities and the broader society, with a focus
on how people are organising in the face of socio-economic injustice.
RASSP researchers, organisations and reports
Marcelle Andrews (Wentworth Poverty Alleviation Project): Why are the Unemployment levels in
Wentworth so High when it is Surrounded by Heavily Industrialised Areas?
Faizel Brown (Community Research Group): Housing Crisis in Cape Town and the Delivery of Low
Cost Housing to Poor Communities from 1994 - 2004
Ashraf Cassiem (Western Cape Anti Eviction Campaign): What role does the Law Play in the Protection
of the Homes of the Poor Families in the Western Cape?
Jean de Dieu Bakundukize and Kamba, Latyo (Cape Town Refugees Forum): How the Refugee
Community Accesses the Services using their New Refugee ID Document as stated with Refugee
Act 130, 1998
Bongiwe Dlamini (Midlands Womens Group): An Investigation on Economic Development Services
that Rural as Compared to Urban Women are Entitled to and What Services are they Currently Receiving
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Diana Donnelly (Construction, Engineering and Industrial Workers Union): An Investigation into
HIV/AIDS Amongst Union Members and the Affect on their Families Wellbeing and Income Status
Ibrahim Hassan (International Refugee Service): Investigating the Living Conditions of Refugees in KZN
Christina Henda (Cape Town Refugee Forum): Refugee School Going Children
Thulani Hlatshwayo (Consawu): Union Membership among Unskilled Workers
Malcolm Hlongwane (Thokoza Training Centre): The Socio Economic Impact of Early Childhood
Development Centre and the Challenge in their Registration Processes
Elizabeth Kanani (Union of Refugee Women): Investigation into the Living Conditions, Survival
Strategies and Acceptance of Refugee Women in KwaZulu-Natal
Bongie Kuzwayo and Joseph Tsekelo (Built Environment Support Group): How the South African
Criterion of 21 Years of Age Restricts Access of Child-Headed Household to Housing
Jeanette Lesisa (SA Catholics Bishop Council Justice & Peace Department): The Access to Social
Assistance Grants Campaign
Ben Londzi and Makwenkwa Tengwa (KTC Concerned Residents Movement): The delay in Reconstruction
and Development Programme Housing Construction in KTC and Community Awareness
Lebohang Matete (Inner City Health Forum): The Primary Health Care Provision in the Johannesburg
Inner City
Themba Mathebula (Legae Empowerment Organisation): Housing Subsidy Benefits: A Case Study
of Informal Settlements In West Rand District Municipalities, Gauteng
Skumbuzo Mbongwa (Sanco Ukhahlamba Region): The Challenges Facing Poor People in Gaining
Access to Free Basic Services: Case Study of Inkanyezi/Colenso Community
Ntokozo Mthembu (Workers College Research Unit): The Survival Strategies of the Individuals and
Households Affected by Unemployed People in Durban CBD
Mthimkhulu, Sibisiso (Tembalethu Community Education Centre): The Implementation of Adult
Basic Education and Training Programmes in Public Adult Learning Centres in KwaZulu-Natal
Nonceba Nduna (South African Democratic Teachers Union): The Impact of Educator Retrenchments
and Restructuring on Society with Particular Reference to Grahamstown
Sipho Ngwetsheni, Mokibelo Ntshabeleng and Lesiba Tlokana (Centre for Youth Development):
Youth Needs Analysis in Mogale City
Naphtal Nzama (Imbumbayogu Co-Operative Development Centre): Assessment of the Effectiveness
of Operative Policy and Legislation at Umzumbe Area of Municipality
Brandon Pillay, Shantal Pillay and Julie Venketsamy (Bayview Flats Residents Association): Voices
of Bayview: We dont have a culture of non-payment We will take what belongs to us
Louisa Plaatjies (Sasbo): Effective Service Delivery
Daniel Seba bi (National Education, Health and Allied Workers Union): Capacity of Nehawu to
Deliver Effective Services to its Members in Mokopane
Steenkamp, Ivan (LoveLife): The Relationship between the Northern Cape Premiers Education
Trust Fund, Skills Development and Employment of Young People over the Period 1997-2002
Swaartbooi, Thandi (Sokhana for Abused Women): The Experiences of Women in Kayamandi with
Domestic Violence Legislation
Xezwi, Bogani (Landless Peoples Movement): The Landless Peoples Movement
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Student riots, Soweto 16th June, 1976

Among highlights of the Centre communitys growth in 2004 were several
new additions and accomplishments. From January-September, Vishnu
Padayachee was Interim Director, while he simultaneously served as
Professor and Director of the School of Development Studies.
In March, Visiting Research Scholar Lorenzo Fioramonti
conducted research on KwaZulu-Natal community-based organisations
for his doctoral studies at the University of Sienna. From April to July,
Visiting Research Scholar Kerry Chance from Bard College, New York
pursued predoctoral work on Durban activist consciousness, and also
assisted with the film project. She subsequently embarked upon doctoral
studies with the Comarroffs at the University of Chicago Department of
Anthropology.
In June, Patrick Bond was offered a three-year appointment as
Centre director (from October). He most recently served as professor at
Wits University Graduate School of Public and Development Management
(1997-2004) and at York University Department of Political Science
(Toronto)(2003-04).
Between July and September, three post-doctoral fellows - Sanya
Osha (from the University of Ibaden Department of Philosophy), Raj
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Vishnu Padayachee

Patel (Cornell University Department of Sociology) and Zoë Wilson
(Dalhousie University Department of Political Science) - joined the Centre.
In September, Amanda Alexander came to the Centre from Harvard
University as a visiting scholar, and to coordinate the film/discussion
series.
In August, the Centres African Integration Project contract with
the prolific Ethiopian scholar Mammo Muchie ended, and Mammo
returned to his base at Aalborg University in Denmark. However, he plays
an ongoing advisory role in the Project. Amy Ramsamy replaced Zama
Koba as the Centres finance officer, as Zama relocated to the UKZN
Pietermaritzburg campus.
In October, Mandisa Mbali was awarded a Rhodes Scholarship to
take up doctoral studies in Oxford, beginning in October 2005, but she
will retain a Centre affiliation. Also in October, the Centre took part in the
School of Development Studies 50th anniversary with a special panel on
social movements. The event reconfirmed the strong and mutually
advantageous relationship.
In November, former UKZN Howard College Dean of Students
Ann Harper conducted a highly positive mid-term review of the Centre
on behalf of Atlantic Philanthropies, which was of great use in assessing
progress and organisational planning. Also in November, two new Centre
Advisory Board members were elected by the staff collective: Everjoice
Win (Action Aid International) and Xolani Tsalong (Treatment Action
Campaign). At the end of November, the great anti-apartheid social justice
poet Dennis Brutus celebrated his 80th birthday at a Centre function.
In December, Mandisi Majavu was offered the position of Centre
Outreach Officer. Several dedicated researchers of civil society - Saranel
Benjamin, Rehana Dada, Thulani Guliwe, Trevor Ngwane, Belmiro
Rodolfo, Virginia Setshedi and Ahmed Veriava - were offered new
positions as Centre post-graduate students within the School of Development
Studies. The new head of the School of Development Studies, Julian
May, was chosen in December, an appointment warmly welcomed by the
Centre.

Dennis Brutus
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Visiting Research Scholar
Research interests:
Race, representation and resistance;
Poetry, politics and metaphor;
Lynching and civil violence; Land
rights; Health and human rights

Manager of the Research and
Analysis Skills Training Programme
& Research Masters Degree Student
Research interests: Participation;
Community organising; Law &
social change; social movements &
feminist studies

Honorary Research Scholar
Research interests: Social
movements; South African politics

Research Assistant
Research interests: Refugees;
Democratic Republic of the Congo

Webmaster

Director
Research interests: Global and
regional political economy; Social,
health and environmental policy;
Urban development; Energy and
water infrastructure; Financial
markets; International and African
geopolitics; Zimbabwe; Social
movements

Research Scholar and Manager of
the Social Movements Project

Honorary Research Professor

Research interests: Race, identity
and urban desegregation;
Development; Service delivery;
Public works; Industrial
restructuring; New social movements

Research interests: Civil society
behaviour and organisational
development; Civic leadership;
International aid; Democratisation
and public policy reform

Research Masters Degree Student
Research interests: Environment,
including hydrosystems and climate
change
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Research interests: Social change
activism

Research Doctoral Degree Student
Research interests: Social
movements; Water; Public and
environment policy; the KZN
Midlands

Outreach Officer
Research interests: African politics;
Anti-racist theory; Anarchism

Research Masters Degree Student
Research interests: Social theory;
Social movements;
Commodification/decommodification

Research Scholar
Research interest: Health policy
Part-time Research Professor,
Co-Director of the Social Movements
and Social Giving Projects

Administrative Clerk

Research interests: Social
movements; Philanthropy; South
African politics

Research Masters Degree Student
Research interests: Johannesburg
civil society reaction to municipal
services commercialisation

Manager of the Social Giving Project
Research interests: Dynamics of
peace and conflict; Reconciliation,
conflict-prevention and peace
building; Role of foreign aid

Research Manager
Research interests: Civil society
theory and comparative practices
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Post-Doctoral Scholar
Research interests: Contemporary
African thought; African Studies;
Cultural studies; Literature; Gender
studies; African sexualities; Popular
culture

Post-Doctoral Scholar

Research Assistant

Senior Administrator

Research interests: Community
organising; Environmental justice

Finance Administrator

Research Masters Degree Student

Research interests: Social
movements; Historical sociology;
Globalisation; Food system politics;
Masculinity

Research interests: Municipal politics
and services disconnections

Research Masters Degree Student

Research Scholar
Research interests: Political
philosophy; Political economy;
Critical race theory; Social
movements; Frantz Fanon
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Research interests: Energy and
telecommunications advocacy
networking across Southern Africa

Post-Doctoral Scholar
Research interests: Globalisation;
Post-modernity; Global-local
networks; Epistemic communities;
Technology and political change;
Complexity/complex adaptive
systems theory; Water

Warm thanks for support are due to many of our close associates, including those listed above who provide
advice on the Centres work through activity on our boards, time devoted to grant committees and
prepublication review of research reports.
During 2004, Centre staff were especially grateful for stellar transitional leadership from Vishnu
Padayachee and superb management by Helen Poonen. The Centres founder and former director, Adam
Habib, is now an executive director at the Human Sciences Research Council, but remains a co-director
of several Centre projects and visiting professor. Likewise, former Research Director Brij Maharaj, now
at UKZN-Pietermaritzburg Department of Geography, is co-director of the Social Giving Project. Imraan
Valodia of the School of Development Studies co-directs the Social Movements project.
Others in the UKZN community who have given support beyond the call of duty include Deputy
Vice-Chancellor for Research and Development Salim Karim; his associate Ramesh Bharuthram, who
chairs the Centres Advisory Board; Dean of Humanities Donal McCracken, who assists with the Management
Committee; Howard College campus psychology lecturer Anthony Collins, who helped build the video
library; Ansuya Govender and Rajen Munesar from Finance Department; Siphiwe Mtshali for general
assistance; Cedric Sissing from Adams Books; Sandras Kitchen for catering; Debbie Mari from Howard
College Music for venues, and George Mari for superb audio support; Keshwin Soni for venue bookings
and Ray Gunn for A/V; Winnie Mtshali for keeping our office quarters in order, against all centrifugal
forces to the contrary; and the folk at Ikes Bookshop for hosting intellectual and social events with élan.
For supporting our public events and teaching the Centre about student and community grievances
and celebrations, we are grateful to colleagues at the Westville campus (especially Fazel Khan and Sipho
Tshabalala) and especially to community activists who bring regular delegations to the university from
Mangosuthu Technikon (Mandla Ndwandwe), KwaMashu F Section (Dalicebo Nthiyane) and P Section
(Mzwandile Khuzwayo), Chatsworth (Brandon Pillay), Wentworth (Catherine Goordeen), Mount Moriah
(Mrs Gumede), Marianhill (Sifiso Mkhize), Mpumalanga (Thando Mchunu), Umlazi A Section (Sinethemba
Myeni) and B Section (Patricia Mnganga), Ntuzuma G Section (Sikhumbuzo Tshabalala), Molweni
Linkhills (Maxwell Meyiwa) as well as Durbans African refugee community.
Naturally, we are enormously grateful to our funders, for nothing is possible here without their
foresight and generosity: Russell Ally (Mott), Gerald Kraak (Atlantic Philanthropies), Jesse Laitinen
(Finnish Embassy), Anshu Padayachee (SA-Netherlands Research Programme for Alternatives in
Development), Gerry Salole (Ford), Nathan Sassman and Yasmin Sooka (Foundation for Human Rights),
Tlalane Teffo (National Development Agency), and Anne-Marie Wolpe and Lesley Liddell (Harold Wolpe
Memorial Trust).
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Advisory Committee
Zackie Achmat (Treatment Action Campaign)
Mercia Andrews (Trust for Community Outreach and Education)
Ramesh Bharuthram (University of KwaZulu-Natal)
Eddy Maloka (Africa Institute of South Africa)
Maluse Mpumlwana (Kellogg Foundation)
Phumelele Ntombela-Nzimande (South African Government Department of Communications)
Vishnu Padayachee (University of KwaZulu-Natal)
Douglas Ramaphosa (ABSA Foundation)
Xolani Tsalong (Treatment Action Campaign)
Everjoice Win (Action Aid International)
Management Committee
Patrick Bond (CCS)
Julian May (School of Development Studies)
Donal McCracken (UKZN Dean of Humanities)
Research Board
Deborah Ewing (independent)
Sultan Khan (University of KwaZulu-Natal)
Gerald Kraak (Atlantic Philanthropies)
Laura Maxwell-Stuart (CAF)
Mongezi Noah (University of KwaZulu-Natal)
Cecil Seethal (Fort Hare)
Pearl Sithole (University of KwaZulu-Natal)
Rupert Taylor (University of Witwatersrand)
Social Giving Advisory Committee
Mohamed Choonara (Africa Muslim Agency)
Bongi Makhibela (Nelson Mandela Childrens Fund)
Moshe More (independent)
Elliot Osrin (independent)
Ashwin Trikamjee (South Africa Hindu Maha Sabha)
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