THE CENTRE IN A NUTSHELL
Our objective as the Centre for Civil Society is to advance socio-economic and environmental
justice by developing critical knowledge about, for and in dialogue with civil society through
teaching, research and publishing. The Centre was established at the University of KwaZuluNatal in July 2001, with the mission of promoting the study of South African civil society as
a legitimate, flourishing area of scholarly activity. A related goal was to develop partnerships
within civil society aimed at capacity-building, knowledge sharing, and generating reflection
and debate. With an excellent start in these directions, we now also aim to work across the
African continent and internationally. Our three core strategies are: independent critical
scholarship (including provision of research grants); information dissemination; and teaching/
training. Our staff and associates at UKZN’s Howard College campus are comprised of
academics and research officers, administrators, visiting scholars, and doctoral and masters
students. Our colleagues include more than 250 research grantees, Research Associates,
community liaisons and other collaborators.

1. SCHOLARSHIP
The Centre serves in part as a research unit housing several major multi-year programmes.
These have their own staff funded mainly from external resources raised from local and
international foundations. In addition, the Centre’s staff work on their own self-directed
research projects and contribute to the vibrant intellectual life of the Centre through seminars
and organising conferences. There are several funded thematic research areas: economic justice,
energy, water, human rights and the World Social Forum, as well as several others in formation.
This research work benefits from the Centre’s commitment to praxis-based production
of knowledge, in which we learn how power relations are challenged by civil society
organisations – in the streets, the courts, the media, negotiating fora and other sites - thus
generating new information about systems and organisational strengths and weaknesses. We
then feed back research into the society through both arms-length and participatory analysis.
The Centre has offered resources for grants to academics, research institutes, independent
scholars and civil society organisations based in South Africa and other African countries. In
addition, when resources are available, the centre offers Doctoral and Post-Doctoral fellowships
to outstanding scholars working on theses relevant to African civil society.

2. INFORMATION DISSEMINATION
The Centre runs a popular website which contains over 2000 articles, documents and images.
The Centre also hosts a well-used resource centre containing more than 800 books, films,
journals, popular periodicals and internet access; runs a weekly film screening project; and
regularly publishes and distributes research reports which are also free to download from the
website. One of the most important dissemination vehicles is the double DVD set, CCS Wired.
The Centre is also very active off-campus, especially in low-income urban communities in
KwaZulu-Natal. The Centre runs an email list-serve with 800 subscribers; offers an academic
seminar series on civil society; sponsors public interest forums; and hosts the very popular
Harold Wolpe Lecture, which attracts an enthusiastic audience of 250 people each month.

3. TEACHING AND TRAINING
The Centre currently teaches a course to the School of International Training’s Durban
programme that includes participation by ten community activists twice a year, as well as a
masters’ level course on civil society in the School of Development Studies, and an occasional
masters-accredited course on economic justice advocacy. CCS also sponsors a half-dozen
research masters and doctoral students with specialised civil society dissertations. Centre
staff also participate in various undergraduate teaching projects, organise regular civil society
workshops, and attend conferences and offer lectures at other universities and for civil society
audiences, locally, regionally and internationally.

COVER IMAGE:
One of many recent clashes between residents and
police in Khutsong township west of Johannesburg,
over provincial demarcation disputes and service
delivery (20 February 2006)
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One of many 2006 struggles between shack
dwellers and Durban muncipal officials in the
Crossmore community ends in destruction of shelter
- to be rebuilt by enterprising residents at the first
opportunity
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1. INTRODUCTION
As we ended 2006, the Centre turned five years old, and part of this
report is devoted to considering the initial period of our work, assisted
by David Sogge’s review for the Atlantic Philanthropies, our founding
core funder. As for any five-year old, it hasn’t been easy for the Centre
to achieve a steady footing, to withstand conformist pressures, to take
time for thoughtful reflection, and to stride forward with confidence.
After all, the year began with some drama and a touch of trauma.
There was a nine-day strike of all four university unions on wage and
democracy issues, supported by the Centre and largely won by the
workers thanks to excellent unity and mass protests. We witnessed a
still-unresolved but well-publicised dispute over whether our nominee
for Centre honorary researcher, Ashwin Desai, is legally banned by
the university from holding even a voluntary position. There were
threats of eviction by the university against an informal settlement on
the Westville campus (Banana City). And the Centre was involved in a
successful campaign to win back civil rights of assembly in Durban, in
the form of permission to protest which was initially denied to Abahlali
baseMjondolo (Movement of the Shackdwellers) activists from late 2005
until the court found in their favour in February.
Two major international colloquia were, meantime, held by the
Centre under these difficult conditions in February-March. And many
more events unfolded throughout the year, culminating in the Centre’s
support for the network of progressive civil society organisations
known as Social Movements Indaba.
In addition to campus and city controversies, which were followed
by self-conscious analysis (such as Ashwin’s July Wolpe lecture on the
role of intellectuals in community struggles, excerpted below), another
feature of 2006 was the growth of continental and international linkages
and lessons. These come in part from knowing that the uneven – and
sometimes profoundly contradictory – experiences of social justice
activism and advocacy in South Africa, in KwaZulu-Natal and in
Durban require (and deserve) comparison with experiences elsewhere.
But often, our own national and local context of resurgent ethnicism,
patriarchy and populism, largely emanating from the ruling party’s
political infighting, is also reflected in internecine conflict within
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movements for social justice - as witnessed not only in our own Centre
but in the 2005-06 meltdowns of South Africa’s landless and Jubilee antidebt movements.
We continually ask how those fighting imperialism in other sites –
for example, Venezuela, Bolivia, Ecuador, Cuba and Nepal at state level,
or those waging courageous armed insurgencies in the Niger Delta,
occupied Lebanon and Iraq, and rural India – achieved so much in 2006.
And we need just as badly to know why other national movements for
democracy, human rights and justice – in Burma, Zimbabwe, Morocco,
Swaziland, occupied Palestine, Colombia, Mexico and other sites
– apparently made little or no progress in 2006.
It is also logical for us to gaze globally not just locally, because while
our own political context is fluid, messy and difficult to slog through, so
too the elite terrain of ‘global governance’ has become a toxic swamp,
not to put too fine a point on it. In the wake of South Africa’s inability
to expand the UN Security Council in September 2005, the following
year witnessed the potentially-permanent breakdown of the Doha
Round of World Trade Organisation negotiations, a minor shift of voting
power within the IMF board of governors at the Singapore meeting in
September 2006 (which strengthened several emerging markets at the
expense of Africa) and simultaneously the criminalisation of nonviolent
civil society protest; the failure to correct huge deficiencies in the Kyoto
Protocol at the November 2006 Conference of Parties in Nairobi; and
the lack of Middle East, Gulf, central Asian and Horn of Africa peace
settlements or indeed prospects.
Superficially, 2006 also appeared to be a ‘down time’ for global-scale
social change work in either the highest-profile traditions - mass civil
society critiques of the World Trade Organisation in Seattle (1999) or the
G8 in Genoa (2001) - or of more surgical activities (including solidarity)
that characterised the defense of Zapatismo in Mexico after 1994, or of
Cochabamba water warriors after they kicked out Bechtel in 2000, or of
factory occupations in Buenos Aires after 2002, or of the right to water
and electricity in Soweto.
To be sure, in June 2007, we can expect formidable protest against
the G8 by mainly European activists in Rostock. The World Bank/IMF
annual meeting in October plus the G20 session near Cape Town in
November may be important markers of ongoing militancy. The antiwar movement also provides occasional shows of strength, especially in
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sites like Italy and the Philippines where the presence of US bases is at
stake.
Explaining the adverse balance of forces, it is sometimes argued
that ‘everything changed on 9/11’. There is a bit of truth to this,
for since September 2001, alliance-growing internationalism in the
North - especially long-sought unity between social movements,
environmentalists and labour - as well as spaces and impulses to
conduct protest against corporate globalisation in the South, have
both withered a bit, or at minimum failed to maintain the momentum
required given ongoing global-scale threats.
If Joseph Stiglitz is correct, in his 2002 book Globalisation and its
Discontents, that ‘it is the trade unionists, students, environmentalists,
ordinary citizens, marching in the streets in Prague, Seattle, Washington
and Genoa who have put the need for reform on the agenda of the
developed world’, then it is not surprising that Stiglitz, Jeffrey Sachs,
George Soros and other high-profile global Keynesians have themselves
made no progress.
Without a doubt, there continues to be hectic advocacy work across
borders carried out by NGOs, international labour federations and
environmentalists. But the waning visibility of militant communitybased ‘tree-shakers’ probably prevents the NGO ‘jam-makers’ from
finding any fruits for – or of - their labours. Setting aside the remarkable
rise of left-leaning Latin American governments and their puncturing of
the International Monetary Fund’s self-financing model, next to nothing
has been accomplished to reform the world over this time, aside from
dubious debt deals, permission to produce generic AIDS medicines (to
be sure a great victory), and a slight increase in North-South aid.
Instead of trying to fill global governance gaps with civil society
consultations, more serious advocates of global justice have spent
the period since 2001 in two kinds of constructive activities: building
the World Social Forum and its constituent movements, and linking
social movements across borders usually sector-by-sector – albeit with
insufficient linkages between the sectors. In his important new book on
Africa, Global Shadows, James Ferguson – a 2006-07 Centre visitor - offers
this confession:
Traditional leftist conceptions of progressive politics in the third
world (to which many anthropologists, including myself, have
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long subscribed) have almost always rested on one or another
version of the vertical topography of power that I have described.
‘Local’ people in ‘communities’ and their ‘authentic’ leaders and
representatives who organise ‘at the grassroots’, in this view, are
locked in struggle with a repressive state representing (in some
complex combination) both imperial capitalism and the local
dominant classes. The familiar themes here are those of resistance
from below, and repression from above, always accompanied by the
danger of cooptation, as the leaders of today’s struggle become the
elites against whom one must struggle tomorrow.
I do not mean to imply that this conception of the world is
entirely wrong, or entirely irrelevant. But if, as I have suggested,
transnational relations of power are no longer routed so centrally
through the state, and if forms of governmentality increasingly exist
that bypass states altogether, then political resistance needs to be
reconceptualised in a parallel fashion. Can we learn to conceive,
theoretically and politically, of a ‘grassroots’ that would be not
local, communal, and authentic, but worldly, well-connected,
and opportunistic? Are we ready for social movements that
fight not ‘from below’ but ‘across’, using their ‘foreign policy’
to fight struggles not against ‘the state’ but against that hydraheaded transnational apparatus of banks, international agencies,
and market institutions through which contemporary capitalist
domination functions? 
Such reconceptualisation is a vast task which can only be done through
myriad debates and struggles, with activists from the ‘grassroots’ as our
most serious guides.

1.1 THE WORLD SOCIAL FORUM
One site to do so is at the World Social Forum, many of our Centre
staff and associates discovered in 2006. (Our first representatives to the
Africa Social Forum, Amanda Alexander and Mandisa Mbali, reported
back in late 2004, and Mandisa filed stories in 2005 from Porto Alegre.)
Baruti Amisi attended the World Social Forum Polycentric meeting
. Ferguson, J. (2006), Global Shadows, Durham, Duke University Press, p.108.
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in Bamako in January, helping CCS to more deeply comprehend the
WSF’s strengths and weaknesses. This led to a project in July, uniting
with Focus on the Global South in Bangkok for a ‘Workshop on the
WSF’ at the UKZN Faculty Club in which more than 100 South African
and international visitors participated. In addition to powerful South
African activists, we had inspiring plenary talks from experts like Nicola
Bullard (Focus), Immanuel Wallerstein (Yale), Njoki Njehu (Kenya WSF
committee) and Samir Amin (Third World Forum). At the same venue in
December, we worked with Social Movements Indaba to prepare scores
of SMI delegates for the January 2007 event in Nairobi, ably assisted by
WSF youth coordinator Kiama Kaara. Inbetween, Molefi Ndlovu and
Dennis Brutus represented CCS at the Southern African Social Forum in
Lilongwe.
To date, the WSF’s primary achievements have been in gathering
the multiplicity of movements fighting neoliberal capitalism and
imperialism, and maintaining the open space to keep alive mutual
education and networking. The WSF’s main disappointment remains
our inability to converge on strategy, generate agreed joint actions, and
forge cross-sectoral ties.
In past decades, ‘internationals’ were forged from labor, socialist,
women, youth, anti-racism/colonialism, anti-war, and other such
movements, actively seeking commonalities across borders. In addition
to these movements, future international initiatives will more tightly
link organisations devoted to minority rights, civil rights, democracy,
indigenous people, cultural freedom, human rights, sexual identity,
disability rights, and elder and youth rights. There are, in addition,
many other issue-based movements that already coordinate advocacy
and protest, in many cases taking leadership from the South where
movements are more militant and the stakes higher: finance/debt/
aid/investment, trade, recuperated factories/coops, land/agriculture/
forestry/fisheries, housing/urban access rights, water, energy, health,
food/nutrition, corporate disempowerment and anti-consumerism,
social security, education, other environmental struggles, media,
policing/prisons, and information and communication technology, to
name a few.
In addition to better targeting of common enemies (such as the
Bretton Woods twins, the WTO, the White House, the European Union,
etc), the challenge is to gain more coherence not only for networking
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amongst these movements, but also in finding sites of interlock where
their own organic programmes can be drawn upon for the sake of
a larger – and firmly grounded – politics that would inspire a new
generation of coordinated global/national/local activism.
Four positions on world civil society programme-building
Should a clear ‘political’ (small p) programme emerge from all the work
being done on global justice across the world? Four varying points of view
seem to be emerging. In July 2006, Africa’s leading political economist,
Samir Amin, presented the ‘Bamako Appeal’, a manifesto which originated
at the prior WSF polycentric event six months earlier, and which combined,
as Amin put it, the traditions of socialism, anti-racism/colonialism, and
(national) development. In support was the leader of the Organisation of
African Trade Union Unity, Hassan Sunmonu (also a WSF International
Council member). Complaining that ‘billions of ideas have been generated
since 2001 up till the last Forum’, Sunmonu found ‘a lot of merit in that
Bamako Appeal that we can use to transform the lives of ourselves, our
organisations and our peoples.’
But reacting strongly against the Bamako Appeal, CCS student (and
Johannesburg anti-privatisation activist) Prishani Naidoo and three
coauthors criticised its ‘last century’ tone and content, which mirrored
‘the mutation of the WSF from an arena of encounter for local social
movements into an organised network of experts, academics and NGO
practitioners.’ For Naidoo, ‘It reassures us that documents like the Bamako
Appeal will eventually prove totally irrelevant and inessential to struggles
of communities in South Africa as elsewhere. Indeed, the WSF elite’s cold
institutional and technicist soup, occasionally warmed up by some hints of
tired poeticism, can provide little nourishment for local subjectivities whose
daily responses to neoliberalism face more urgent needs to turn everyday
survival into sustained confrontations with an increasingly repressive
state.’ In contrast, Naidoo and the others praise the ‘powerful undercurrent
of informality in the WSF’s proceedings [which] reveals the persistence
of horizontal communication between movements, which is not based on
mystical views of the revolutionary subject, or in the official discourse of the
leaders, but in the life strategies of their participants.’
A third position on WSF politics is the classical socialist, party-building
approach favoured by Ngwane and other revolutionary organisers. Replying
to both Amin and the autonomist critique at the July workshop, Ngwane
fretted, on the one hand, about reformist projects that ‘make us blind to
recognise the struggles of ordinary people.’ On the other hand, though, ‘I
. http://www.forumtiersmonde.net/fren/forums/fsm/fsm_bamako/appel_bamako_en.htm
. http://www.nu.ac.za/ccs/default.asp?3,28,11,2787
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think militancy alone at the local level and community level will not in itself
answer questions of class and questions of power.’ For that a self-conscious
socialist cadre is needed, and the WSF is a critical site to transcend localist
political upsurges.
A fourth position seeks the 21st century’s anti-capitalist ‘manifesto’ in
the existing social, labour and environmental movements that are already
engaged in excellent transnational social justice struggle. The WSF’s greatest
potential - so far unrealised - is the possibility of linking dozens of radical
movements in various sectors. Instead, at each WSF the activists seem to
disappear into their own workshops: silos with few or no interconnections.
Before a Bamako Appeal or any other manifesto is parachuted into the WSF,
we owe it to those activists to compile their existing grievances, analyses,
strategies and tactics. Sometimes these are simple demands, but often they
are also articulated as sectoral manifestos.
These four positions are reflected in a book put together at the end
of 2006 by the New Delhi-based Institute for Critical Action and CCS: A
Political Programme for the World Social Forum? Released at the Nairobi
World Social Forum in January 2007, it contains some older attempts at left
internationalism, such as the Communist Manifesto (1848) and the Bandung
Communiqué of the Asian-African Conference (1955), as well as the ‘Call of
Social Movements’ at the second and third Porto Alegre WSF, the 2005 Porto
Alegre Manifesto by the male-heavy Group of Nineteen, and the Bamako
Appeal with sixteen critical replies. There are also selections on global
political party formations by Amin, analysis of the global labour movement,
the Women’s Global Charter for Humanity, and some old and newer
Zapatista declarations.

1.2 FROM GLOBAL TO LOCAL
Another chance for reconceptualisation occurred in February when
the Centre hosted the United Nations Research Institute for Social
Development’s seminar on world summits and civil society. The
opening speaker was Fatima Meer. Papers were presented by UNRISD
project director Kléber Ghimire, Mario Pianta of the University of
Urbino, Nora McKeon of the FAO in Rome, Xiaoyuan Shang from
Beijing Normal University, Antonio Pradjasto Hardojo of the Indonesian
Centre for Democracy and Human Rights Studies, Fatou Sarr of
L’Institut fondamental d’Afrique noire de l’Université de Dakar, Silvada
De Paula of the Brazilian Institute of Social and Economic Analyses in
. http://www.nu.ac.za/ccs/files/CACIM%20CCS%20WSF%20Politics.pdf
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Rio de Janeiro, Juan Carlos Gómez Leyton of the Universidad de Chile,
Santiago Daroca of UNRISD and Patrick and Ashwin of CCS.
From that inspiration, a book manuscript – Foreign Policy Bottom Up:
An early diary of 21st-century people’s globalisation – has been prepared
by Patrick and Ashwin, drawing on a dozen instances in which, to
paraphrase Ferguson, social movements fight ‘”across”, using their
“foreign policy” against not only ‘the state’ [for Pretoria is a target of
activists concerned about debt/reparations, trade, environment, reform
of multilateral institutions, geopolitics, arms deals, Israel, Zimbabwe,
Burma, the New Partnership for Africa’s development, etc] but against
that hydra-headed transnational apparatus of banks, international
agencies, and market institutions’ which at the end of the day pull South
African politicians’ strings.
Ghimire registers pessimism based on his survey of those
sometimes too ‘spontaneous and informal’ movements which
address debt, trade barriers, the Tobin tax on financial transactions,
anticorruption and fair trade agendas:
[A]lthough governments, bilateral bodies and international
development institutions are beginning to pay more attention to
such reformist transnational movements, this has not resulted in
significant policy impacts… There are major ideological limitations
of the system to readily accommodate such demands… There are
few signs of stable interactions between formal political bodies and
social movements. Internal divisions persist between reformist and
radical forces within the movements themselves…
We agree, and it in search of more relations and fewer divisions
that the Centre added several more components to our cross-border
. The United Nations is usually also subject to string-pulling, as shown by the 2001 World
Conference Against Racism (where not only Zionism but also reparations for slavery,
colonialism and apartheid were removed from the agenda) and 2002 World Summit
on Sustainable Development (where the UN facilitated the commodification of water,
electricity, land and even the air through its carbon trading and related strategies).
. Ghimire, K. (2005), ‘The Contemporary Global Social Movements: Emergent Proposals,
Connectivity and Development Implications’, Geneva, United Nations Research Institute
for Social Development Civil Society and Social Movements Programme, Paper 19, 28
October.
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networking. For example, concrete linkages to leading activists were
forged in mid-2006, when with our close allies in the Pietermaritzburg
NGO groundWork, we hosted Friends of the Earth International (FoEI)
affiliates for two nights (21-22 June) of intense discussion on anticorporate analysis, strategy and tactics. Participants included:
• Bobby Peek, groundWork: Introduction to Corporate 		
campaigning
• Desmond D’Sa, S.Durban Community Environmental Alliance:
Fighting corporates in South Durban
• Meena Raman, Sahabat Alam Malaysia (Chair,FoEI): Corporate
power, community rights and the WTO
• Edith Abilogo, Centre for Environment and Development
(FoE Cameroon): Development and profits in Africa – The ChadCameron pipeline
• Anne van Schaik, Milieudefensie (FoE, The Netherlands): Legal
strategies to dismantle corporate power
• Sofonea Shale, Lesotho Development for Peace Education:
Unveiling corporate corruption
• Dennis Brutus, CCS: International finance and African popular
resistance
• Patrick Bond, CCS: World Bank damage to South Africa then
and now
• Nisha Thapliyal, CCS: Popular resistance to the World Bank
• Samuel Nguiffo, Centre for Environment and Development
(FoE Cameroon): The World Bank in the Chad-Cameroon pipeline
and the Congo Basin: Traversing people’s lives
• Damien Ase, Center for Environmental Law and Community
Rights (FoE Papua New Guinea): Community impacts of the World
Bank’s activities in mining and forestry
• Magda Stoczkiewicz, Central and Eastern European Bankwatch:
The European Investment Bank comes to South Africa: in whose
interest?
These relationships, in turn, assisted us when it came to the November
prestige prize-giving ceremony, the Corpse Awards. Working with
activists in Colombia, Ghana and Malawi, groundWork and CCS gave
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acknowledgement to the prolific production of corpses by nine major
firms (see box).
In addition, CCS cohosted a video-teleconference linking
Durban to climate justice strategists at Dartmouth University and
CarbonTradeWatch in Oxford on June 23: ‘What Comes After Kyoto?
Neoliberal Climate Policy Making: Promises or Pitfalls’. Through
technological advances of this sort, the Centre hopes to minimise future
hypocrisy on this crucial issue, as the world necessarily starts reducing
carbon emissions in travel, trade and production.
A month later, CCS held several events at the International
Sociological Association quadrennial congress in Durban, including
four environmental justice seminars and the Wolpe Lecture by Ashwin
(see below). In the process, we established strong ties to the Sociologists
Without Borders network, which will generate a co-edited book on
African social movements in 2007.
A great many other international network relationships aimed
at increasing research collaboration were also begun or consolidated
during 2006, bringing the global – or other place-specific – debates to
local Durban communities and South African civil society more broadly:
• Work continued with the Dakar-based Council for the
Development of Social Science Research in Africa (Codesria) on
three projects: the Guy Mhone memorial on 1 March 2006 (the first
anniversary of his death), the Cairo collaboration between Codesria
and the Organisation ofAfrican Trade Union Unity (May), and a
joint launch of the African Sociological Review tenth anniversary
edition at CCS (July).
• CCS engaged in an accredited e-course with York University
Department of Political Science (Toronto) and the Harare-based
Training and Research Support Centre, dealing with various aspects
of African civil society, for four Durban activists (January-March).
• CCS’s Social Giving project developed links to the University
of Bologna on social philanthropy, culminating in a successful grant
application to the Mott Foundation to establish a UKZN course.

10
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CCS at the International Sociological Association
24 July: Ashwin Desai addressed the Panel on Social Classes and Social
Movements: On the Life-Work of Alain Touraine
25 July: Dennis Brutus and former visiting scholar Joel Kovel addressed
the Panel on Human Security and the Imperative of Peace, on the AntiWar Movement Gains and Losses; Richard Pithouse hosted the Panel on
Frantz Fanon’s The Wretched of the Earth Today, which included a paper
by Raj Patel; Ike’s Books launched Patrick Bond’s Looting Africa: The
Economics of Exploitation
26 July: Trevor Ngwane addressed the Panel on Human Security and the
Imperative of Peace, on ‘The View from Soweto’; Patrick Bond addressed
the ISA panel on Social Movements and Social Change in Africa, on
‘African Movements Debate Local, Continental and Global Change’;
Patrick Bond joined the panel on Africa and the Future of World Society
with his paper ‘The Looting of Africa’
27 July: Ike’s Books launched Voices of Protest: Social Movements in South
Africa, edited by Richard Ballard, Adam Habib and Imraan Valodia;
Patrick Bond and Dennis Brutus addressed the Codesria-Third World
Forum Special Day on ‘Programmatic Options for State and Social Power’
(Bond) and Popular Movements in African Development (Brutus)
28 July: Patrick Bond addressed the Panel on Human Security and the 		
Imperative of Peace, on ‘Decommodification in Theory and Practice’; ISA
Panel on Global Financial Institutions, with Patrick Bond, David Moore,
Virginia Magwaza-Setshedi and Christopher Chase-Dunn; ‘Grassroots
Sociology’ meeting of 500+ community activists and sympatico 		
sociologists; Harold Wolpe Memorial Lecture by Ashwin Desai

1.3 FROM LOCAL TO GLOBAL
South African civil society activists have regularly taught the world, too.
This has entailed three bouts of important mass internationalist protest
activity, with more than 10 000 people marching against the UN’s World
Conference Against Racism (in Durban, September 2001) for failing to put
reparations and Zionism on the agenda; more than 25 000 demonstrating
against the UN World Summit on Sustainable Development
(Johannesburg, August 2002) for embracing neoliberal environmental and
social strategies; and more tens of thousands protesting the war against
Iraq (countrywide, 2003-04).
South Africans have also been instrumental in trying to remove the
boot of the Bretton Woods Institutions from Third World necks, harking
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back to anti-apartheid analysis, strategy and tactics. As a revival of
‘divestment’ to fight apartheid, the World Bank Bonds Boycott has had
remarkable success in defunding the institution that is most often at the
coalface of neoliberal repression across the Third World. In addition, uth
Africans and other activists have won dramatic victories in deglobalising
the Trade Related Intellectual Property Rights regime, by demanding
generic anti-retroviral medicines instead of branded, monopoly-patented
drugs. Similar struggles are underway to deglobalise food, especially
given the Genetically Modified Organisms threat from transnational
corporations, to halt biopiracy, and to kick out the water and energy
privatisers. These are typically ‘nonreformist reforms’ insofar as they
achieve concrete goals, simultaneously link movements, enhance
consciousness, develop issues, build democratic organisational forms and
generate momentum.
This is a matter for nuanced scale politics: determining whether local
community, subnational, national or regional strategies can best mitigate
and reverse global economic tyranny for particular issues. Usually we
find activists turning away from centralised, corporate-controlled systems
of global power, to national and local solutions. To illustrate, the local
decommodification agenda entails struggles to turn basic needs into
genuine human rights including: free anti-retroviral medicines to fight
AIDS (hence disempowering Big Pharma’s Trade-Related Intellectual
Property Rights claims); 50 litres of free water per person per day
(hence ridding Africa of Suez and other water privatisers); 1 kiloWatt
hour of free electricity for each individual every day (hence reorienting
energy resources from export-oriented mining and smelting, to basicneeds consumption); extensive land reform (hence de-emphasising
cash cropping and export-oriented plantations); prohibitions on service
disconnections and evictions; free education (hence halting the General
Agreement on Trade in Services); and the like.
This kind of agenda comes first and foremost from activists who
gradually see that the source of their problems isn’t in fact the officious
municipal bureaucrat who denies an applicant ‘indigent’ status so as
to prevent discounts on basic services – but instead the global financial
institutions and aid agencies who insist on fiscal austerity, indigence
policies and means-testing rather than well-funded, generous social
policies and universal entitlements. To come to grips with the ways
global-scale neoliberalism adapts to critiques (for indeed even the World
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Bank has accommodated the demand for the abolition of user fees),
requires expanded networking amongst those activists.
Allied intellectuals are often involved in global networking and
global/local translations of analysis, given that their time, resources and
scope often permit a greater interaction with international literatures and
academics. Thus Centre scholars learning about new modes of local/
global superexploitation and resistance were invited to share – bearing
in mind the warnings from Ashwin Desai’s Wolpe Lecture below
– knowledge-production-through-struggle with international colleagues
at additional sites. One was the International Society for Third Sector
Research biannual conference in Bangkok in July, followed a few weeks
later by the International Sociological Association congress in Durban,
where Centre staff appeared in many panels and hosted a variety of side
events.
The globalisation of progressive South African researchers is not
nearly as fluid as is the globalisation of capital, because for even as
respected a researcher as Centre honorary professor Adam Habib, the
ability to network face-to-face with colleagues in the United States came
to a sudden pause in November, when US immigration authorities
detained him at John F. Kennedy Airport in New York for a day, for no
reason whatsoever. In spite of his being on an official Human Sciences
Research Council mission, Habib’s ten-year visa – as well as similar
visas his family holds – were withdrawn by Washington. Objections
from the highest levels in the SA government made no difference.
The hypothesis that Habib – a Muslim - was seen addressing a 2003
anti-war protest at a US consulate, is the most logical explanation, one
that unveils the difficulties faced by civil society in the US against a
government whose commitment to basic freedoms is skin-deep.
The African continent is vital for the Centre’s comparative work.
With seed funding from the Foundation for Human Rights, we
gathered several dozen scholars in a preliminary network of civil
society researchers, following the mandate of African members of the
International Society for Third Sector Research, and building on the
successful first stage of the African Integration Project. Centre staff
attended conferences including the African Social Forum in Bamako
. For a fine analysis of Habib’s ordeal, see Tilley, V. (2006), ‘Homeland Security Stalks the
New South Africa’, Counterpunch, www.counterpunch.org, 11 December.
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(January), a conference devoted to Walter Rodney’s memory in Dar es
Salaam (January), the Codesria/Oatuu collaboration in Cairo (May), and
a Gabarone meeting of Open Society’s network on African social policy
(August). The November Wolpe Lecture was given by Archbishop
Njongonkulu Ndungane: ‘A Call to Leadership and Accountability: The
Role of Africans in the Development Agenda’.
There were many other ways Centre staff brought the work
underway in Durban to a wider audience and new networks:
• Two CCS staff assisted in preparing a section of the 2006-07
Global Civil Society Yearbook debating water policy, in conjunction
with the London School of Economics and the University of
California at Los Angeles Centres for Civil Society.
• 2006 saw the culmination of the Civil Society in a Globalising
South Africa project with Norwegian colleagues from Universities
of Bergen and Oslo.
• Two CCS staff helped establish a research network linking
Durban to the Universities of Lubumbashi in the DRC and Leige in
Belgium.
• CCS began and continued social justice projects with the
Dag Hammarskjold Foundation in Uppsala, Sweden, on climate
change and carbon trading (through the Durban Group for Climate
Justice, culminating in the Foundation’s production of the book
Carbon Trading); on civil society resistance to the G8, culminating
in June 2007 protests; on the politics of international civil society,
culminating in a special issue of the Foundation’s Development
Dialogue journal in 2007; and ‘What Next?’ three-decade projections
which CCS aims to bring to South Africa in 2008.
• CCS enjoys a sister relationship with the Institute for Social
Studies at Gyeongsang National University (Jinju, Korea) combining
political economy and social movement strategy, which aims at a
multi-year formal collaboration (June).
• CCS staff assisted the Asian research network ARENA with
their special issue of Asian Exchange on water privatisation (July).
• CCS was invited to participate in the Caribbean and Latin
American Social Sciences Organisation (Clacso) conference in Rio
(August).
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• CCS established a relationship with scholar-activists in
Mauritius – especially the political group Lalit - on pro-poor African
social policy advocacy (September).
• CCS staff/associates were the three featured speakers at
ActionAid Africa’s planning meeting in Maputo, on linking
research, advocacy and social movement activism (October).
• CCS staff taught in the Chulalongkorn University Focus on the
Global South masters course on civil society, linking China, the rest
of Asia and Africa (October).
• CCS participated in the Extractive Industries Transparency
Initiative in Oslo as well as various gatherings of activists, including
a major event for the Attac global justice movement (October).
• CCS cohosted the ‘Corpse Awards’ with groundWork, bringing
hundreds to Durban to comically critique corporate control
(November).
• CCS cohosted an urban agriculture seminar in central Durban
with the global food security network GRAIN (November).
• CCS cohosted the Global Knowledge Network on Health
with the University of Ottawa for the World Health Organisation
(November).
• CCS facilitated the Social Movements Indaba meeting at UKZN
(December).
A final event at the end of 2006 which will be replicated in 2007 for a
wider African audience was the Centre’s course in economic justice
advocacy, offered initially to two dozen staff of ActionAid Malawi
by Patrick Bond and Dennis Brutus in Zomba, near the University of
Malawi.
Indeed, when it comes to bringing long-established traditions
of anti-apartheid campaigning and social justice to the world, there
is no one who has blazed so many trails and can claim so many
accomplishments as Brutus, the 82 year old poet laureate of global
justice. His book Poetry and Protest – copublished by UKZN Press and
Haymarket in 2006, and launched at Ike’s Books on February 28 – is
testimony to seven decades of activism. Brutus joined the Centre as
visiting scholar in June and was approved by CCS structures as an
honorary professor in December (to take effect in 2007). In addition to
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doing regular media commentary, Brutus gives support to more social
change events than anyone else we know, and took part in:
• two specialised trainings offered by Khanya College (June)
and the International Labour Research and Information Group
(September);
• celebrations of Dennis’ Poetry and Protest at the Johannesburg
Horror Café (June), Cape Town Book Fair (June) and Grahamstown
Festival (July);
• the St. Petersburg, Russia protests at the G8 Summit (July);
• an international delegation to Beirut that expressed solidarity
with the people of Palestine and Lebanon for a week (August);
• the century commemoration of Mahatma Gandhi’s Satyagraha
movement hosted by granddaughter Ela Gandhi (September);
• Poetry Africa at UKZN (October);
• the Southern African Social Forum in Lilongwe (October);
• Oil Watch International’s summit in Quito, Ecuador (October);
• a Nordic Africa Institute celebration of poetry and peace
advocacy in Uppsala (November);
• a US tour highlighting Centre work alongside Patrick
(November); and
• a Muslim Views 10th anniversary conference plenary address,
Cape Town (December).
Lunch for the Poets and Media (and activists?)
By Dennis Brutus, Poetry Africa session at Suncoast Casino, 9 October
The road to a man’s heart
is through his belly,
but all male and female
may find the trough attractive
for some, irresistible though smelly:
politicians find banquets interactive
a speech is often a loud stinking fart
our brave patriot fighters both
female and male
are often, sadly, very cheaply
for sale
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Poem at the Dag Hammarskjöld Foundation
By Dennis Brutus, Shiphol/Arlanda/Uppsala, 30 November – 2 December
Birches emerge from dawn mist,
evoke shades from quondam-existing purgatory
(inferno, too, perhaps has been abandoned?)
We stumble towards a possible alternative world
find nerve to speak truth to power
better, perhaps, find power within ourselves
to confront ourselves, our innate hypocrisy;
mankind, from strangling umbilicals wrestles
goaded by inexorable peristaltics
moves to alternative possible worlds
guesses, through mists, a planet, fidelity.
Poem for Malawi activists
By Dennis Brutus, Ku Chawe Inn, Zomba Mountain, 21 December
Flame-orange hibiscus
torchiere dressed lawns
sloping to immense vistas
breath-robbing panoramas:
after this, new energies,
new insights; we begin
to shape new resolves
CCS at the International Society for Third Sector Research
Papers presented in Bangkok by CCS staff and associates, 10-13 July:
• Baruti Amisi: ‘Social Capital, Social Networks, and Refugee Migration: An
Exploration of the Livelihood Strategies of Durban Congolese Refugees’
• Patrick Bond: ‘Civil Society on Global Governance’
• Alan Fowler: ‘Civil Society in an Era of International Development for
Security: From Harmony to Contention?’ and (copresented) ‘Assessing the
State of Civil Society Worldwide: Global Findings from the Civicus Civil Society
Index Project’
• Adam Habib, Brij Maharaj, Mandla Seleoane, Deborah Ewing and Judith
Hudson (Social Giving panel organised by Annsilla Nyar): ‘South African
Giving in International Perspective’
• Imraan Valodia (on behalf of Richard Ballard and Adam Habib):
‘Globalisation, Marginalisation and Contemporary Social Movements in SA’
• Zoë Wilson: ‘Social Movements and Sanitation Politics: Demands and
Alternatives’
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1.4 LOCAL AND NATIONAL REFLECTIONS
As Ashwin makes clear, the numerous local and national sites of social
justice struggle have challenged scholars because of the profound
contradictions flowing from the Centre’s mainly middle-class
positionality, sometimes obscure jargon and rarified discourses, and
often dislocated audiences. These contradictions have traditionally been
captured within political parties devoted to social justice, as part of the
disciplined establishment of a programme or analytical framework.
But we don’t have that luxury, or burden. The groups that the Centre
relates to most actively in Durban and South Africa are associated with
the Social Movements Indaba, an independent network of progressive
organisations – mainly community-based – that in turn relate to the
World Social Forum.
Nevertheless, when it is feasible, we find Centre staff avidly
engaged in political-programmatic debate with parties (e.g. KZN
Alliance leaders at a June 2006 review of the SA Communist Party’s
discussion document on ‘Class, National and Gender Struggles in South
Africa’, or Ashwin’s 2006 Chris Hani Lecture to the Gauteng SACP
in May.) Most Centre staff see the idea of an independent workingclass political vehicle as attractive, but we all recognise that until ANC
Alliance policy and leadership debates are concluded in June and
December 2007, respectively, the scope for any pre-party movement is
limited. Ashwin speaks of ‘infectious political diseases’ including the
sects and political parties of the far left. Our own sense is that most of
the social change activists in civil society have postponed electoralpolitical discussions that surfaced in the 2005 municipal elections, until
the resolution of severe political splits in the Alliance itself.
In the meantime, what comes across explicitly from Ashwin’s
Wolpe Lecture is the need for the intellectuals and strategists of the
mass movements to retain their autocritical sensibilities, especially in
relation to ‘outside’ scholars like ourselves, given the varying political
agendas at work. For the more than 200 Centre associates who have
been funded to research civil society groups since the early 2000s,
each case is negotiated separately, most with care and principle. But as
Ashwin records, there have been instances when at local and national
scales in South Africa, the scholar falls into classical traps associated
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with egocentrism, gatekeeping and even political vanguardism, in the
process ‘using movements to advance our academic careers’. These
problems the Centre is not immune from. But as Ashwin optimistically
concludes, ‘I believe we [grassroots organisations and scholar-activists]
make quite a team… I don’t think anyone will disagree that the
movements of the Poor here in Durban and all those who have built
them have quite literally shown the way.’
Based on the work we have sponsored across South Africa, the
Centre has become known as one of the country’s – and perhaps the
continent’s and world’s – most active sites for the promotion of research
on transformative social movements and their issues. Although the
Centre’s access to donor funding is a key determinant, that function will
continue. According to a five-year review of the Centre’s work by David
Sogge (excerpted below), the Centre has overcome a crucial problem
evident across South Africa: ‘activist scholarship, and scholar-activism
- salient features of university life in the closing years of apartheid – are
today largely subdued and episodic. Where once university faculties
and students had signalled injustices and malfeasance, often “speaking
truth to power”, there is today quiescence.’
However, addressing donor support for such activity, Sogge’s
review soberly records difficult funding conditions in 2006, in
comparison to earlier periods:
Today, tides of donor interest in NGOs and civil society have
receded somewhat from high-water marks reached in the 1990s.
Helping propel that shift are political and practical imperatives
to ‘bring the state back in’ and to shore up ‘failing states’ said to
threaten the West with asylum-seekers and terrorists. Moreover,
years of mixed experiences have led donors to adopt more sober
appraisals of NGOs as vehicles for service delivery and for citizen
voice. Yet some donors don’t like those parts of civil society not
under their control. Some show animosity toward the World Social
Forum/’Other World is Possible’ camp, due in part to that camp’s
having shown real muscle…
In South Africa, donor bets placed in the 1980s on civil society the ANC, business-linked and activist groups - paid off handsomely
in a relatively easy transition to a new constitutional order in
the 1990s. Since then, however, most of the aid/ philanthropy
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mainstream has followed paths of stabilisation, not transformation.
Some donors even express annoyance with activists stepping
on the toes of government authorities, who they feel should be
given a chance to deliver – a sentiment roundly endorsed by
many in government. From the activist camp come critiques of
de-politicising donor mantras about participation and capacitybuilding: ‘Too much civil society, not enough politics’…
Donors have influenced the course of much academic and
think-tank research, but in so doing have reinforced suspicions that
their interest extends only as far as getting NGOs aligned with aid
agendas. Some governments are also promoting research, seeking
answers to why their policies are failing to take root, or wishing
to off-load public service tasks onto the private (for- or non-profit)
sector. The focus of these studies is commonly on policy problemsolving, such as about how to harness associational life to health
care delivery. Yet here and there, emancipatory social movements
- the long marches of the feminist and environmental movements
for example – are getting some attention.
It is in spite of pressures to defund projects with strong social change
orientations (seen most explicitly in our Middle East colleagues’
troubles with bizarre anti-terrorist funding legislation), that two of our
traditional core donors – Atlantic through 2006 and Mott through 2008
– deserve our gratitude for the confidence expressed in the Centre over
the years, in their provision of scarce core funding. We are especially
grateful to new funders who in the past years, and from 2007 onwards,
have taken up some of the local and national projects, including
SANPAD, the Wolpe Trust, the SA National Energy Research Institute
and the Rosa Luxemburg Foundation, as well as Open Society and the
SA Foundation for Human Rights, for regional work associated with
many of the projects described in coming pages.
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Class, National and Gender Struggle in South Africa:
A political and civil society discussion at CCS, 30 June
Leadership from the KZN Provincial chapters of the SA Communist Party,
African National Congress and Congress of SA Trade Unions joined CCS for a
discussion and launch of the SACP Discussion Document on Class, National
and Gender Struggle in SA published in Bua Komanisi! Volume 5, Issue No. 1,
in May (available at http://www.sacp.org.za). The day-long debate featured
inputs from KZN provincial parliamentary speaker Willie Mchunu, SACP
central committee member and ANC MP Yunus Carrim, Cosatu Provincial
Chairperson Sdumo Dlamini, ANC Provincial Executive Member Nathi
Mthethwa, MP, and from CCS, Patrick Bond and Ashwin Desai. We are very
grateful to UKZN student and SACP activist Xolani Dube for organising
the event, to the SACP for financing it, and to dozens of members of the
Alliance – including a deputy minister and several other MPs – for joining us.
Documents and photographs are posted on the Centre website.
Vans, Autos, Kombis and the Drivers of Social Movements
By Ashwin Desai
Harold Wolpe Lecture at the International Sociological Association
conference, Durban International Convention Centre, 28 July (Excerpt – full is
available at http://www.ukzn.ac.za/ccs)
This paper is a contribution in an on-going debate in Durban concerning the
nature of left, radical politics in this city and the orientation of but the latest
crop of social movements that has, since 1998, taken root here. It happens in
the context of wall-to-wall (and somewhat dubious) coverage of these social
movements in the academic literature and fairly intense debate and even
contestation within an activist and social movement leadership community
about the political meanings to be attached to particular social movements.
Specifically, the modus operandi of those most responsible for shaping the
representations and receptions of these movements within a broader South
African activist community and in the wider academic literature is analysed.
However, the critique put forward is deliberately general, to enable both a
constructive and non-defensive debate on these issues, as well as to describe
a general phenomenon that plays itself out all over this country and, I would
venture, in many other parts of the world too. While I urge a complete
rethink in the way left academics presently relate to – and sometimes impose
themselves on - grassroots organisations, I write this paper much more in a
spirit of self-criticism than as polemic against them…
This brings me to the subject of social movements. Much of this mass
social discontent, potentially on a revolutionary line of flight pointed beyond
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this political economy, is mobilised by the many community organisations
we have seen being born. Scattered, slightly dislocated and with varying
understandings of the reasons they are still marginalised after uhuru, these
social movements are nevertheless extremely militant and well rooted within
poor communities.
Ironically, the most visible of these movements are known not because
of their militant interventions but because they have attracted to them
supporters from a largely middle-class background who have broadly leftwing political commitments. In a phrase, they have attracted ‘activists’ who
seek to come in from the bitter cold of the post-apartheid struggle landscape
to the new fires that are burning in communities. These activists bring a
range of important skills, perspectives and, most of all, resources to assist
in the development, representation and generalisation of these struggles.
Celebratory academic papers are produced, books and newspaper articles are
written, court cases fought, money for busses, meetings, rallies and T-shirts
raised.
Unfortunately, these activists also bring with them certain infectious
political diseases. Sometimes they are out to recruit members for their ultraleft sect or political party. Other times, as NGO workers who need to justify
their existence, they insert themselves into struggles that may be written up
in the next funding proposal. Still other times, one finds ambitious academics
keen to distinguish themselves by getting the inside research track on some
or other exotic rebellion, whose nuances they are best placed to enlighten
their fellows in the academy about, while ratcheting up publication kudos.
And, then lastly, one has the somewhat dated, free-floating, professional
revolutionaries who genuinely believe they have something to add to these
struggles or, more accurately, that these struggles have something to add to
the course of the battles they are already fighting. You see them attending
marches, doing political education, writing letters and articles in the press or
providing strategic advice to movements that often need assistance on the
legal, logistical or financial fronts.
It is hard to think of any social movement that has lasted longer than
six-months in South Africa that does not have quite an impressive support
crew made up of the kinds of people I have just described. It is quite
startling, then, that while social movements have been studied to death,
those outsiders who play such a powerful role have largely escaped serious
scrutiny… The actual constituency to which even the most radical academics
are beholden are not the poors. Nor is it the singular middle-class. Rather it is
the mass of them gathered in conferences, journals, e-mail lists, universities
and other sites of the production of bourgeois knowledge.
And since there can be very little benefit to community movements to be
gleaned from such detailed and personal disclosures when weighed against
the existential bad-faith of this gesture and the embarrassment it could
occasion, one has to start thinking about setting some boundaries for the
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permanent scrutiny of one class of comrades by another caste of them. This
constant note-taking and reflection on those one joins in struggle cannot be
healthy. It is one thing telling truth to power, colleagues. It is another thing
altogether letting out secrets and trespassing on the dignity of those who let
you into their space as a fellow traveller, not biographer. I am sorry to say this
but this mode of knowledge production from private, semi-clandestine and
comradely spaces, for no agreed nor identifiable benefit to social movements,
is only a few notches better than spying.
But the most alarming feature of the current, general academic mode of
reporting on social movements is that it is often so overblown, romanticised
and, in many cases, just plain made up. It is actually difficult to read
what is said about certain social movements with a straight face and one
sometimes gets the impression that they are written up especially to serve
as substantiation for discombobulated chunks of whichever new theorist
it is chic to corroborate. We all inflate numbers to tell the press about the
size of our marches. But when we begin believing our own propaganda,
a dangerous precipice awaits. It is a cliff over which many greater
revolutionary subjects than social movements have lurched. At the bottom of
this cliff lie the battered bodies of organisations and individuals who simply
could not live up to the promises made on their behalf.
The epitome of this mode of thinking is the facile axiom that the poor
somehow are an embodiment of the truth and, as long as they organise
democratically, the line of march they take will advance the cause of freedom.
As a corollary to this mistaken view, criticisms of existing social movements
from outside is cast as arrogant, reckless, reactionary and, even, racist. In this
regard, we have seen fairly gentle questionings around patriarchal attitudes
in social movements responded to in near hysterical terms with labels, ‘white,
middle-class, northerner’ being used to put down the heresy that the poor
are only human…
So in the present conjuncture, the first thing we need to note is that
every single existing social movement is right now, right here, perfectly
recuperable. It is simply nonsense to talk them up as the next revolutionary
subject. There will not even be talk of ‘betrayal’ should a government
minister come, with cheque-book in hand, and make an offer handsome
enough to relocate mjondolo residents to Verulam. The much trumpeted
‘right to live in the city’ is no principled, ideological commitment. Nor does it
have to be. But we have to realise and respect that the core demand of many
social movements is indeed simply to be placed within ‘normal’ relations of
oppression and exploitation: in a normal job, in an RDP house with minimum
standards of electricity and water. We might have reasons to tell other people
otherwise (although, I can’t see what these reasons are) but we ought not to
mislead ourselves. And we should not use the poor to satisfy our peculiar
(intellectual) fetishes.
Second, there is a warning that there is no movement, no set of ideas
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that can never be recuperated, hi-jacked and made to serve the interests of
the few, of an elite. We have seen how an increase in Black millionaires and
the fancy cars they drive is represented as a sign of the success of the antiapartheid struggle. We also have those in our midst who plainly want power
for themselves to serve their own inclinations and needs. So, those of you
here who have built an incredible movement of the Poors need to find ways
in which that cannot happen.
This brings me to another feature of those who purport to help
community movements. There is a tiny but impressive literature on the
way in which social movements become dependent on funders, NGO’s,
researchers, middle-class supporters and even legal representatives. What
is almost never written up is the role that those who make these telling and
necessary critiques come to play in movements precisely because of the
trust they have purchased by denouncing others like them. It’s an old trick.
The white person who condemns racism the loudest and with the greatest
zealousness, often succeeds in having his or her own racism go unchallenged.
I certainly agree that it is necessary to decry vanguardism but there comes
a point where denouncing outside influence or leadership is worse than
vanguardism. It is just gate-keeping: vanguardism without ideology, without
strategy. Nietzsche said that ‘the truth is who gets there first’…
For years, I have been quoting Said, that the craft of the intellectual is
critique. To talk truth to power. I am afraid, it is no longer enough to talk
truth to power. One must also talk truth within the disempowered. There
is simply too much at stake to do otherwise. Ironically, these intellectuals
who have made a name for themselves in the academy from their articles on
your movements are involved in an anti-intellectualism for they keep saying
that the poor are only interested in their immediate interests. So, the poor
must not worry themselves about broader issues. Vanguardism is married
to a narrow form of autonomism, minus politics. I think Zizek was on to
something when he held that those who refuse to universalise a particular
experience or political argument, ultimately is involved in a ‘conservative
political gesture: ultimately everyone can evoke his unique experience in
order to justify his reprehensible acts’…
How do we keep from having our vans driven for us by vanguardists?
How do we universalise our particular experiences without having our autos
sabotaged from ever leaving our areas by some autonomists? And, how do
we avoid our movements becoming populist kombis where anyone can jump
in no matter their politics, for us to be taken as a passive mass to the next
march? In other words, how do we find a vehicle which is responsive to our
collective, principled, radical direction?
For, while I might have sounded critical of the movements of the poors
that have arisen and skeptical of the motives and methods of those who have
helped build them, I do recognise the enormous, potent energies sizzling
within social movements and I tip my hat to those who have done the
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grinding, punishing work to get where we are. The movements of the poor
in South Africa are indeed to be celebrated and praised. Not for being what
they are not: embodiments of theoretical abstractions and fine-sounding
phrases in sociological literature. No, the movements of the poor must be
celebrated for being what they are: relatively small groupings of awakening
antagonism in a sea of political apathy, nationalist ignorance and informal
repression. Groupings that are imperfectly but honestly grappling with the
difficulties of campaigning against the policies of an ANC run state. Led by
people who must hold down poorly-paying jobs, or look after children, or
care for those dying of AIDS by day and, at night, feel their way through
political minefields in meetings held in dangerous places, with insufficient
information, all the while giving heart to others who secretly sometimes feel
as vulnerable and unsure as they do. And this is not to speak of the lure of
taking office or giving up, the stress of criticism and the risk of alienating
those they need to keep on board the broader struggle.
The fact that you have built these durable, potent and inspiring
organisations that everyone - from academics, to the readers of You and Drum
magazines, to activists in other cities and countries, even to the Minister of
Intelligence - is talking about is breathtaking. And the fact that this has been
achieved even while you are not pure and have made mistakes and found
your feet, makes your achievement all the more heroic than if you were
somehow programmed by your class position to turn out good. Despite
the misbehaviour, from time to time, of the activist set, you have also been
incredibly generous in your dealings with us.
It works both ways and out of our interactions a new idea of a political
community is emerging that has the capacity to do dramatic things in
the present South African ideological landscape. In fact, the landless, the
‘squatters’, those without basic services are potentially the thick end of the
wedge that is being driven in our society at this moment by crime, riot and
the Zuma Affair. To perhaps move to another stage, we must recognise that
we have all been profoundly shaped by our interactions with each other and
with activists and fellow comrades who have joined along the way and to
blink or fixate on our own supposed ‘purity’ right now will be tragic.
I believe we make quite a team, despite the problems that are emerging
and that must be dealt with now. Yes, there are many pitfalls to dodge and
disagreements still to settle. And we must constantly re-evaluate the basis of
our contact with each other. But, I don’t think anyone will disagree that the
movements of the Poor here in Durban and all those who have built them
have quite literally shown the way.
Hopefully, those middle-class women and men who have troubled you
so can meet the challenge of how to support movements of the Poor without
becoming gatekeepers, vanguardists, losing the ability to be critical and using
movements to advance our academic careers. We also need to understand
how it is that, like it or not, we are a community. We need to find ways to
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engage with and communicate to you what we believe in our heart of hearts.
This is that some of us consider ourselves part of another community that
already involves you and which allows us to approach you as comrades not
because we are mere helpers or resource people or because we feel sorry for
you but because we desire you to win your demands as part of a broader
fight for freedom. We need to tell you what we are about and where we think
you are located in this fight. We have to give you the option to chase us away
if you don’t identify with our world-view, with our agenda. We need to start
respecting you in your you-ness enough to be us in our us-ness. But all of this
can only occur, once we start dealing candidly with each other.
To those who may feel angry or wounded by this paper, I am sorry. But
ideas and frustrations and angers like this have been brewing for a long
time. The only responsible thing to do is to lance the boil, so that wounded
relationships can be rebuilt on a healthy, principled basis. It is perhaps
appropriate that I end with a quote from the oft-abused Fanon: ‘tradition
demands that our quarrels which occur in a village be settled in public. It
is communal self-criticism … with a note of humor, because everyone is
relaxed, and because in the last resort we all want the same things’. Or do
we?
Inquiring Activism:
The Centre for Civil Society Five Years On
by David Sogge, 9 September
(Excerpt - full report at http://www.ukzn.ac.za/ccs)
From the Centre for Civil Society’s system of objectives and its evolution, a
number of general patterns can be detected:
An accumulation of purposes and roles. At the outset of operations, the Centre
extended its mandate beyond studying civil society to building it. Academic
roles remain central, but staff have grafted on tasks of supporting and at
times engaging in social justice activism. From some angles, the Centre looks
like an academic/NGO hybrid.
An expansion of territorial scope. Also at the outset, staff sought to widen the
geographic range of contacts and research to include the rest of Sub-Saharan
Africa and a bit beyond where opportunities arose. In recent years the
Centre has cast its nets routinely in intellectual-activist waters globally, while
deepening links on the African continent.
These two developments are cumulative and self-reinforcing. If kept
within bounds of the Centre’s mandate, they would not logically pose
issues of coherence. But as they grow, new relationships, expectations,
responsibilities and risks proliferate. While they may infuse fresh motivation,
they put claims on Centre resources, particularly management time and
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attention. Here the Centre’s system of objectives may face severe tests of
coherence.
The objectives of both studying and building civil society add complexity
to the system. As they accumulate, many of the Centre’s tasks and risks in
this work are shared with other organisations, on and off campus. Some of
these organisations are robust, others may be anything but robust, as the
history of associational life in townships and shack settlements so sadly
demonstrates…
Universities can be stressful places. Competition, jealousy and intrigue
are, to put it gently, not unheard of. Undoubtedly the University of KwaZuluNatal is no exception in this regard. In such settings the management of
people is a challenge. All the more challenging, then, is a setting like the
Centre for Civil Society with both scholarly and activist purposes, academic
and non-academic constituencies, citizens and foreigners, all focused on a
field - civil society - whose boundaries seem almost infinitely elastic. As one
informant to this study said, managing in such a situation is like herding cats.
Teamwork has certainly been demonstrated, but team spirit has not
consistently been one of the Centre’s strong suits. Opinions differ as to why
this has been the case. As the Mid-Term Review of 2004 indicates, the Centre
has suffered internal stress regardless of who has been in charge. A crucial
fact today is that the current leadership and staff acknowledge the difficulties
and are taking steps to address them, including the use of seasoned outside
advisers. It remains the case, however, that the Centre’s levels of activity and
output have been routinely high. Internal stress may have absorbed energies,
but it has not been crippling…
Production and publication of scholarly texts is the Centre’s core business.
Beyond writings for academic peers, its staff and associates also write for
other audiences, chiefly to influence public debate. Output of both kinds
has taken place at an accelerated pace since 2002… Output by Centre staff
and associates – more than 300 items over four years – is significant. The
rising number of articles appearing in accredited journals – an indicator of
good academic standards - is particularly impressive. Thanks chiefly to that
production, Centre staff account for a rising proportion of SAPSE (South
African Post-School Education) points earned by the School of Development
Studies: 15 percent in 2002; 36 percent in 2004; and 41 percent in 2005.
All together, 19 persons (11 men, 8 women) accounted for the Centre’s
output of publications in the years 2002-2005. While Directors of the Centre
and its two honorary professors/fellows have together produced the lion’s
share of publications, other staff have begun contributing more.
About two-thirds of publications by Centre staff and associates appear
to be focused on empirical or theoretical dimensions of civil society and its
socio-political contexts. Their other publications cover a diverse range of
topics from trade and foreign policies to culture…
Informants to this review were asked for their views regarding the
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Centre’s output, in particular, regarding the relevance and freshness of
knowledge it generates about civil society. Synthesising their remarks, the
following findings stand out:
• Quantities are impressive.
• Awareness of output is not universal.
• Political conviction looms large.
• Emancipatory social movements merit attention, but civil society is
broader.
• Publications are broadly relevant and fresh, but there is room for
improvement…
Informants to this study expressed a range of opinions about the Centre’s
contributions to public debate. A number admire its boldness and energy.
One informant located it ‘at the cutting edge of public debate and space’.
Another: ‘It’s created a platform for debate in a context that was becoming
increasingly orthodox.’ Several suggested that the centre of gravity of public
discussion on civil society had shifted to Durban thanks to the Centre’s
academic and non-academic vitality.
Yet some informants express misgivings. Chief among them is a
concern that the Centre should provide space for different standpoints and
persuasions. A modal opinion was: ‘I often don’t agree with the contribution
but they are key players in public debate, certainly in left circles, and
probably could broaden that a bit’…
In some of its scholarly activities and in most of its public debate and
community animation work, the Centre has positioned itself politically,
sometimes in outspoken ways. In its animation work, the Centre takes
a’bottom up’, or’from the outside in’ approach to policy change. It holds,
generally, that social justice activism will foster political pressure conducive
to better laws and fiscal rules. In so doing it holds that understandings of
public policy require active attention to, and engagement with, the sweaty and
messy world of public politics.
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2. CCS SCHOLARSHIP
In 2006, the Centre’s studies and popular analyses were widely
published and distributed, with staff and honorary professors
responsible for the following outputs:
• Ten book-length CCS collections or staff-authored/edited books
(in 2005 there were eight and in 2004 there were two);
• 16 accredited journal articles (2005: 26 and 2004: 24);
• 16 book chapters (2005: 21 and 2004: 13);
• 10 other intellectual journal articles (2005: 15 and 2004: 13);
• 7 occasional papers and research reports (2005: 7 and 2004: 13);
and
• 41 short popular articles and book reviews (2005: 28 and 2004:
36).
Described in more detail below, the book-length works included two
authored volumes by Patrick Bond (Talk Left, Walk Right second edition
and Looting Africa), an authored book by Zoë Wilson (The UN and
Democracy in Africa), an authored book by Dennis Brutus (Poetry and
Protest), an edited collection by Amanda Alexander (Articulations), an
edited collection by Richard Pithouse (Asinimali), a co-edited collection
by Richard Ballard, Adam Habib and Imraan Valodia (Voices of Protest),
a co-edited collection of Research Reports by Alexander and Pithouse
(Yonk’ Indawo Umzabalazo Uyasivumela), and a co-edited book by Raj
Patel (Promised Land). In addition, the 2005 CCS Research Report volume
Problematising Resistance was published as a special issue of the Journal
of Asian and African Studies, while several papers from the African
Integration project were published in a special issue of the local journal
Transformation.
In addition to the longer publications, CCS staff published articles
in the following refereed international journals: Alternatives Sud, Asian
Exchange, Contra/Relatos, Journal of International Affairs, Review of African
Political Economy, Third World Quarterly and Voluntas. Moreover, in
three articles in the June and September issues of the leading political
ecology journal Capitalism Nature Socialism, Centre work on Durban and
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Africa was published, and explorations for a Durban collective of the
periodical began with community environmental activists.
Next year, research conducted in 2006 will come to fruition in
published books, including
• honorary professor Adam Habib and Brij Maharaj’s edited
collection from the Social Giving project, Bonds of Humanity,
published by HSRC Press;
• the second edition of Patrick’s Looting Africa, copublished by
Zed Books and UKZN Press, as well as Portuguese and French
translations;
• Patrick’s edited tribute to Guy Mhone, Beyond Enclavity in
African Economies, copublished with several other progressive
agencies;
• Patrick’s coedited Review of African Political Economy Special
Issue ‘Debates on the Left in Southern Africa’, which brings six
other Colloquium contributions to press;
• Patrick’s edited Africanus special issue on ‘Transcending Two
Economies’;
• Ashwin and Patrick’s Uneven and Combined South Africa:
Crony Neoliberalism, Paranoid Nationalism and Tokenist Welfarism,
copublished by UKZN Press and Zed Books;
• Patrick and Ashwin’s edited collection Foreign Policy Bottom-Up,
copublished by the UN Research Institute for Social Development
and UKZN Press;
• Patrick, Rehana Dada and Graham Erion’s edited collection
Climate Change, Carbon Trading and Civil Society: Negative Returns on
South African Investments, copublished by Rozenberg Publishers and
UKZN Press;
• Patrick, Horman Chitonge and Arndt Hopfmann’s edited
collection The Accumulation of Capital in Southern Africa: Rosa
Luxemberg’s Contemporary Relevance, copublished by the Rosa
Luxemburg Foundation and CCS;
• Patrick and Eunice Sahle’s edited collection on African Social
Movements, copublished by Lexington Books in the US and Human
Sciences Research Council Press in SA;
• Patrick and Jai Sen, Maduresh Kumar and Peter Waterman’s
edited book, A Political Programme for the World Social Forum?
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Democracy, Substance and Debate in the Bamako Appeal and the Global
Justice Movements, copublished by CACIM and CCS;
• former post-doctoral scholar Sanya Osha’s study of Ken SaroWiwa’s Shadow: Politics, Nationalism and the Ogoni Protest Movement,
written at CCS and published by Adonis and Abbey; and
• former post-doctoral scholar Raj Patel’s Stuffed and Starved,
written at CCS and published by Portobello Press.
By late 2006, several other articles by CCS staff were either in press or
accepted for publication in the following refereed intellectual journals:
Alternatives Sud, Global Policy Journal, Tensoes Mundiais, Safundi, Journal
of Peacebuilding and Development, Review of African Political Economy,
Development Dialogue, and the International Journal of Health Services.
And chapters were due for publication in these books: Contesting
Neoliberalism; Global Civil Society; New Pathways for Mexico’s Sustainable
Development; Social Policy in Sub-Saharan African Context; Theories and
Practices of Alternative Economic Systems (Korean); The World Bank; Evil
Paradises; Challenging Empires; Development Challenges in the Eastern
Cape; Norway in Africa; G8 Macht Politik (German); Working Papers of the
International Society for Third-Sector Research; International Encyclopedia of
the Social Sciences; Encyclopedia of the Modern World; Electric Capitalism;
Decentralisation and Planning; The South Africa Encyclopaedia; and The
Ethics of Globalisation.
Each of the projects described next has its own publications strategy,
and 2007 and beyond will see increased outputs from what already is a
strong record given the Centre’s size and funding constraints.
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2.1 RESEARCH PROJECT: ECONOMIC JUSTICE
Economic justice is the first great challenge of our times, during an era
in which the rich have become fabulously and obscenely wealther, the
poor utterly immiserated and the middle class increasingly stressed. At
CCS, the main event of 2006 for this set of projects was the Colloquium
on Economy, Society and Nature, which drew an average of 120 people
each day from 28 February through 4 March. The gathering was aimed
at a renewal of political economic thought and action. We reviewed
traditions of South African, regional/continental and global theory and
contemporary analysis, focusing upon market-nonmarket interactions
and new forms of ‘primitive accumulation’. We sought not only to
generate sound diagnoses, but to inform and be informed by concrete
struggles against exploitation, racism, sexism and ecological destruction.
Foundational theory and research provided by four scholar-activists
- Harold Wolpe in South Africa, Guy Mhone and José Negrão in
Southern Africa, and Rosa Luxemburg in Europe – helped us consider
how market forces systematically exploit other modes of production,
the environment and society
(especially via women’s unpaid
labour and racism). A great deal
of the material presented – filed
on the website at http://www.
ukzn.ac.za/ccs/default.asp?5,75
- will be published in several
outlets in 2007: a book about The
Accumulation of Capital in Southern
Africa (CCS and RLS); a pamphlet,
Beyond Enclavity in African
Economies, devoted to Mhone’s
memory; and special issues of The
Review of African Political Economy
entitled Debates on the Left in
Southern Africa (March 2007) and
of the development studies journal
Africanus entitled Transcending
Two Economies (November 2007).
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This research comes alive especially because of heated debates
over President Thabo Mbeki’s ‘Two Economies’ thesis, which is the
framework most popularly invoked for contemporary poverty policy
in South Africa. In short, Mbeki’s argument goes, poverty can be beat
if sturdy (market-focused) ladders are found between the second
(‘Third World’) and first economies, which unfortunately at present are
‘structurally disconnected’.
This is not such a new gimmick, and on at least two prior occasions,
a critical mass of university-based intellectuals gathered in various
publications to contest ideas of this sort: the mid-1970s when radicals
fought liberals over the relationship between race and class; and the
early 1990s when the South African version of the Regulation School
was established. But both these contributions were flawed, and since
then, we have sensed a need to revisit and reconstruct old frameworks,
in part because of the tremendous upsurge in popular social struggles
associated with new types of exploitation.
Political economists are late in responding to the challenge, but as
the CCS colloquium richly demonstrated, are attempting to establish the
necessary historical, theoretical and applied framework. One promising
approach, as articulated by Patrick and Ashwin Desai in a chapter
commemorating a century of Leon Trotsky’s Permanent Revolution, is the
theory of ‘combined and uneven development’.
In addition, Patrick continued publishing work on political
economic problems and civil society solutions, including the book
Looting Africa: The Economics of Exploitation (Zed Books and UKZN
Press); the second edition of Talk Left Walk Right: South Africa’s Frustrated
Global Reforms (UKZN Press); collaborative studies of commodification/
decommodification with Korean colleagues at the Gyeongsang
National University; a critique of the microcredit craze; an update on
post-apartheid South African conditions for the Journal of International
Affairs (New York) and the Danish publication For Ended af Regnbuen;
and reports on South Africa’s role in Africa for the journals Contra/Relatos
(Argentina), OpenSpace (Gabarone), and Critical Dialogue (Durban). His
books were launched in Washington (Institute for Policy Studies), New
York (Brecht Forum), Oslo (Transmo Bookstore), London (London
School of Economics and School of Oriental and African Studies), Cape
Town (Centre for Conflict Resolution), Johannesburg (Xarra Books) and
Durban (Ike’s Books), in most cases alongside Dennis Brutus’ Poetry
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and Protest, which traces continuities between civil society campaigning
for economic justice from the days of apartheid to the era of global
apartheid. Bond and Brutus also offer an accredited masters-level
economic justice course, piloted with ActionAid Malawi in December.
Some of the other CCS staff outputs of 2006 which show the
potentials of work on economic justice include:
• Baruti Amisi’s research projects on refugee survival strategies in
Durban (he himself is a leading spokesperson for the cause) and the
second-hand clothing industry;
• Sufian Bukurura’s questioning of 2010 World Cup investment
priorities when so many basic needs go unmet, and his socioeconomic and human rights research;
• Ashwin’s powerful review of socio-economic injustice in
his double-article, ‘Ways of (Sight) Seeing in KwaZulu-Natal’,
published in two issues of Capitalism Nature Socialism; and
• columns in The Mercury and CCS’s own website by Patrick,
Ntokozo Mthembu, Annsilla Nyar and Jeff Purcell which spoke to
everyday forms of injustice.
Praise for Looting Africa
‘A solid theoretical, empirical, and analytical framework proving that the
processes of looting the African continent, which started with the slave
trade, have continued to this day.’ - Professor Issa Shivji, University of Dar
es Salaam
‘Patrick’s books on post-apartheid South Africa have been a beacon, and
his latest is a brilliant analysis and timely expose of the rapacious forces
ranged against Africans today.’ - John Pilger, author and film maker
‘Looting Africa is a short but sweeping book, offering a multifaceted analysis
of African economic deprivation, and insisting that charitable efforts
to address African poverty will fail if they do not confront global and
national structures of exploitation.’ – Rob Weissman, Multinational Monitor
‘The book is typically Bond - a no-holds barred analysis, together with ample
empirical evidence, of the destruction of the African continent by capital
without conscience... updated, synthesised information of Africa’s wealth
and income outflows... cuts through the technical economic jargon’.
– Vicki Robinson, Mail and Guardian
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Presenters at the CCS Colloquium on Economy, Society and Nature
On 28 February, Wolpe’s race/class analysis known as the ‘articulation of
modes of production’ undergirded work by many of the contributors: AnnMarie Wolpe (Wolpe Trust), Michael Perelman (CalState), Ari Sitas (UKZN),
Caroline Skinner (UKZN), Imraan Valodia (UKZN), Renato Palmi (UKZN),
Sthembiso Bhengu (UKZN), Nina Hunter (UKZN), David Hemson (HSRC),
Simon Mapadimeng (UKZN), Isobel Frye (Naledi), Charles Meth (UKZN),
Devan Pillay (Wits), Mark Butler (groundWork), Lubna Nadvi (UKZN),
Richard Ballard (UKZN), Bill Freund (UKZN), Ashwin Desai (UKZN),
Vishnu Padayachee (UKZN), Margaret Legum (SANE), David Masondo
(Wits), and Martin Legassick (UWC). That evening, Ike’s Books and CCS
hosted a memorable launch of two books: Amanda Alexander’s edited
collection of CCS Wolpe Lectures, Articulations, and Dennis Brutus’ new
biography and poetry collection Poetry and Protest (Chicago, Haymarket Press
and UKZN Press). Those paying tribute to Brutus included the inspiring
radical poets Vonani wa ka Bila (Timbila Collective), Mphutlane Bofelo and
Pinky Magwaza (Jubilee SA). The Wolpe Trust’s Tracey Bailey is thanked for
special support.
On March 1, devoted to the memories of the noted Malawian structural
economist Mhone and Mozambican agroeconomist and land redistribution
advocate Negrão, we were fortunate to have a major opening input by
Adebayo Olukoshi of the Council for the Development of Social Science
Research in Africa. Others who presented included Lloyd Sachikonye
(University of Zimbabwe), David Moore (UKZN), Horacio Zandamela
(Wits), Riaz Tayob (Seatini), Patrick Bond (UKZN), Dennis Brutus (Jubilee
SA) and Horman Chitonge (UKZN). Later, CCS hosted the launch of the
book The Great Trek North by Console Tleane, who authored the study of SA
corporate media/ICT penetration of the subcontinent while at the Freedom
of Expression Institute. Personal tributes to Mhone and Negrão were
provided by Judica Maketha (ILO), Yvonne and Pat Mhone, Omano Edigheji
(CPS), Sabina Asselle (Cruzeiro do Sul), Patrick Bond (UKZN) and Tawanda
Mutasah (Osisa). Tawanda and his colleagues Ashraf Patel and Roshnee
Narrandes are due our special thanks.
On 2 March, a tribute to Luxemburg’s pathbreaking North-South analysis
included papers by Jeff Guy (UKZN), Nicola Bullard (Focus on the Global
South), Arndt Hopfmann (RLF), Massimo De Angelis (U.of E.London),
Ahmed Veriava (UKZN), Prishani Naidoo (UKZN), David Whitehouse
(Chicago), Elmar Altvater (Free University), Gill Hart (Berkeley), Joel Kovel
(CNS), Virginia Setshedi (FXI), Rehana Dada (UKZN) and Salim Valley
(Wits).
On 3-4 March, political economy of a more practical nature was discussed
by community activists, with resource people including Lenny Gentle, Trevor
Ngwane, Elmar Altvater, Ulrich Duchrow, Lenny Gentle, Joel Kovel, Muna
Lakhani, Ntwala Mwilima, Bobby Peek, Vanessa Black, Greg Ruiters, Julie
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Smith, Virginia Setshedi and S’bu Zikode.
Financing was generously provided by the Harold Wolpe Trust, the Open
Society Initiative of Southern Africa, the Rosa Luxemburg Foundation (RLF),
the Research Council of Norway, the SA National Research Foundation, and
the SA-Netherlands Research Programme on Alternatives in Development
(SANPAD). Patrick Bond, Horman Chitonge, Helen Poonen, Lungi Keswa
and Joel Kovel were responsible for organising, support and editing work.

2.2 RESEARCH PROJECT: ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE
The second great challenge of our times must surely be the maintenance
of the planet. The environmental justice group’s key areas of work
in 2006 were water, energy and climate change, with an additional
emerging portfolio in land/agriculture, thanks to joint work with the
international network GRAIN. Workshops, research seminars and major
lectures were held, as well as the high-profile Corpse Awards, bringing
some of the world’s experts to CCS and our Durban laboratories of
ecojustice struggle. A collaboration was established with the leading
political ecology journal Capitalism Nature Socialism, in part through
the Visiting Scholar role and tutelage played by CNS editor Joel Kovel.
Patrick Bond also initiated work with the global Publish What You
Pay network and attended the Extractive Industries Transparency
Review summit in Oslo, and worked with the Open Society Initiative
of Southern Africa (Osisa) to establish a Southern African Resource
Watch agency (with publications in Osisa’s OpenSpace and CNS). With
groundWork and Friends of the Earth International, CCS also hosted
two evenings of intensive workshops about financial institutions
and multinational corporations, with a focus on their ecological
irresponsibility. In the same spirit, working with the Montreal agency
Rights and Democracy and the Southern African Centre for Economic
Justice, CCS cohosted a September conference on Human Rights Impact
Assessments in Johannesburg aimed at linking critiques of corporate
malfeasance. In all these cases, we saw in 2006 civil society watchdogs
addressing areas in which the state is weakest and the potential for
corporate abuse greatest.
In the field of water, this entails support for formal and informal
resistance to water commodification. Incoming CCS community
scholars Orlean Naidoo (Chatsworth) and Dudu Khumalo (Inanda) are
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addressing these problems in their urban water-metered and peri-urban
dam displacement struggles, respectively. Baruti Amisi worked on water
and energy issues associated with the world’s largest hydroelectrical
project, at Inga on the Congo River. PhD student Horman Chitonge
did field research on water commercialisation processes in Zambia.
Zoë Wilson carried out various studies of technological problems and
potential solutions in water and sanitation during 2006, presenting these
at the University of Ottawa in January, Newcastle University in March,
the Water in Southern Africa Association conference in Durban in May,
and the ISTR in Bangkok in July. She and Patrick presented their global
survey of water controversies to a World Health Organisation Global
Knowledge Network conference in November, and also took part in
a Global Civil Society Yearbook debate on water privatisation due for
publication in early 2007.
Addressing the notion of a human right to water, Patrick gave a talk
at an April conference in honour of Professor Upendra Baxi at Warwick
(published in 2nd special issue of Asian Exchange journal on water),
and worked closely with the Coalition Against Water Privatisation,
the Freedom of Expression Institute and Wits University’s Centre for
Applied Legal Studies, to provide one of two ‘expert’ opinions in a
constitutional case filed in November. That case is based in part upon
legal and administrative critiques of pre-paid water meters, but also
upon debates informed by CCS research on Free Basic Water allotments
and water pricing.
Some of the core arguments emanated from Durban’s own
precedent-setting 6 kiloliter/month system, an innovative approach
adopted in the late 1990s so as to save money on billing, according to a
former water minister. It is here, finding the ‘devil in the details’, that
so much of South Africa’s ‘developmental’ social policy is unveiled as
market-based. Detailed studies of the adverse redistributive implications
of post-apartheid water policy allowed Bond and Professor Greg Ruiters
of the Rhodes University Institute for Social and Economic Research
to jointly critique (for the Mail and Guardian, Pambazuka and ZNet)
the United Nations Development Programme’s November Human
Development Report, which focused on water.
In contrast to the often uninformed celebration of South African
rights-based water rhetoric, such as found in that UNDP report, South
Africa’s progressive movements have demanded a larger free bloc of
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water and a luxury penalty for overconsumption – a concrete alternative
that decommodifies and destratifies at the same time it incentivises
ecologically-sensitive behaviour by elites, big farmers and corporations.
Acting on behalf of these vested interests, Johannesburg politicians and
bureaucrats continue to oppose calls for water justice, joined by national
water officials and representatives of Paris-based Suez (the contracted
management firm from 2001-06 until popular pressure contributed to
their withdrawal from Johannesburg and many other Third World sites).
Climate change is another area where CCS has established a strong
research profile, culminating in a book manuscript – Climate Change,
Carbon Trading and Civil Society: Negative Returns on South African
Investments - submitted in December to Rozenberg of Amsterdam and
UKZN Press for mid-2007 publication.
The analysis begins with a robust critique of the way South Africa
emits carbon dioxide: at a rate twenty times higher than the United
States, per capita per unit of economic output. This critique led Patrick
Bond to present, at the Rhodes University Institute for Social and
Economic Research, a major reassessment of the Coega industrial
development zone north in the Nelson Mandela Metropole (Port
Elizabeth), in the wake of Pretoria’s sweetheart energy pricing deal
with Canada’s Alcan corporation. That led, in December, to a debate
with a Coega official in the pages of The Mercury. The government’s
unconscionable ‘corporate welfare’ approach was also the subject of
Patrick’s Multinational Monitor critique of Coega.
In May, four of CCS’s climate researchers and associations – Patrick
Bond, Rehana Dada, Dennis Brutus and Muna Lakhani – collaborated
on a ‘post-Kyoto’ videoteleconferenced seminar with the Dartmouth
Center for the Advance of Learning and its Environmental Studies
programme, led by environmental racism critic Michael Dorsey.
We were impressed with the transmission quality and welcome the
possibilities to save on personal wear-and-tear, time, transport expenses
and CO2 emissions, something we will be exploring with all our
partners in future.
The struggle continues over how to ‘internalise’ the SA ‘MineralsEnergy Complex’s’ CO2-related externalities. This long-term challenge
joins CCS’s research into the country’s other controversial climaterelated problem: the government’s opportunistic and scientifically
dubious endorsement of carbon trading. CCS continues to work with
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community groups and international allies to monitor the Bisasar Road
methane-to-electricity project. A CCS film by Aoibheann O’Sullivan
– Carbon Trading - highlighted race/class/geographical contradictions
associated with community rubbish scavenging opportunities in
the face of determined opposition by environmental critic Sajida
Khan. Those contradictions were not close to resolution during 2006,
but Khan’s appeal against Bisasar Road’s Environmental Impact
Assessment was sufficiently intimidating that the World Bank pulled
back support for as much as R100 million originally earmarked for that
dump, moving ahead with two smaller projects (without community
resistance) at LaMercy and Marianhill.
Meanwhile, a great many other exposes emerged from CCS
and our colleagues of carbon trading misdeeds in South Africa and
across the world, as the entire ‘offset’ industry came under criticism.
CCS continued its work with the Durban Group for Climate Justice,
including with the Dag Hammarskjold Foundation, whose October
2006 book Carbon Trading carries rich case work by CCS associates
Trusha Reddy (based at the Institute for Security Studies) and Graham
Erion (York University). Patrick took part in launches and discussion
of Carbon Trading, and with Rehana Dada and Graham (editors of the
new CCS book) continued publicising problems and insisting on more
fundamental solutions – such as a revised energy pricing model.
Indeed, with respect to electricity, 2006 witnessed brownouts across
South Africa and farcical/scary experiences with nuclear power in
Cape Town – was it sabotage or a ‘loose bolt’ that paralysed Koeberg
(or as Cosatu’s Tony Ehrenreich suggested, a few loose neoliberal
nuts in government)? – that in turn cost the ANC political control
of the metropolis. Eskom announced a vast coal/nuclear expansion
programme whose price implications would reward the corporate
smelters and punish poor people. In search of alternatives, CCS staff
began working closely with the Institute for Zero Waste in Africa, and
submitted a successful proposal to the SA National Energy Research
Institute to offer new pricing formula and renewable energy strategies
in 2007-09. Through the SANPAD project, our post-graduate students
Trevor Ngwane, Ahmed Veriava and Prishani Naidoo presented papers
in July regarding social struggles around electricity and water in
Soweto.
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The thrust of CCS’s environmental justice work, in short, is to
find sites of struggle that synthesise access by low-income people to
environment-related goods and services, with critiques of corporate
threats from biopiracy to genetic modification to abuse of water/
electricity to inappropriate resource extraction. In the last category,
Dennis Brutus attended Oil Watch International’s Ecuador meeting in
October, helping to devise the new slogan ‘Keep the Oil in the Ground!’
to reflect both the awful conditions faced by fence-line communities
in oil extraction regions and the need to rethink our addiction to fossil
fuels (including CCS staff like Dennis and Patrick who fly far too much).
The work is unending, especially in a South Africa whose ecological
inheritance from apartheid was awful, and is – by all accounts – getting
worse.
Corporate/Financial Power faces Third World Grassroots Resistance
In late June, two well-attended evenings of public briefings and discussion at
CCS were cohosted by our Economic Justice project with Pietermaritzburgbased groundWork and Friends of the Earth International, thanks to a stellar
group of visiting environmental scholar-activists.
21 June: Campaigning Against Corporate Power
• Bobby Peek, groundWork: Introduction to Corporate campaigning
• Desmond D’Sa, S.Durban Community Environmental Alliance:
Fighting corporates in South Durban
• Meena Raman, Sahabat Alam Malaysia (Chair,FoEI): Corporate power,
community rights and the WTO
• Edith Abilogo, Centre for Environment and Development (FoE
Cameroon): Development and profits in Africa – The battle over the ChadCameron pipeline
• Anne van Schaik, Milieudefensie (FoE, The Netherlands): Legal
strategies to dismantle corporate power
• Sofonea Shale, Lesotho Development for Peace Education: Unveiling
corporate corruption
22 June: Taking on the International Financial Institutions
• Dennis Brutus, CCS: International finance and African popular
resistance
• Patrick Bond, CCS: World Bank damage to South Africa then and now
• Nisha Thapliyal, CCS: Popular resistance to the World Bank
• Samuel Nguiffo, Centre for Environment and Development (FoE
Cameroon): The World Bank in the Chad-Cameroon pipeline and the
Congo Basin: Traversing people’s lives
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• Damien Ase, Center for Environmental Law and Community Rights
(FoE Papua New Guinea): Community impacts of the World Bank’s
activities in mining and forestry
• Magda Stoczkiewicz, Central and Eastern European Bankwatch: The
European Investment Bank comes to South Africa: in whose interest?
Four Political Ecology Workshops by CCS and partners
CCS, the Pietermaritzburg NGO groundWork and the international journal
Capitalism Nature Socialism hosted three red-green political discussions in
late July, focusing on civil society struggles for subsistence, biodiversity,
land, water, energy, and the question of big oil, with a special focus on the
African continent. The aim was to theorise political resistance in an era
of aggressively globalising capital, and to gender eco-political theory and
practice.
African Political Ecology, 25 July
Ntokozo thembu, CCS: Chair
George Martin, Montclair Univ: Land
Terisa Turner, Guelph Univ.: Oil
Bobby Peek, groundWork: Energy
Virginia Magwaza-Setshedi: Water and electricity
Socialist Political Ecology, 27 July
Molefi Ndlovu, CCS: Chair
Leigh Brownhill, Guelph Univ.: Beyond subsistence politics
Joel Kovel, Bard College: Theoretical problems
Trevor Ngwane, CCS: South African red/green politics
Ellie Perkins, York Univ.: Feminist ecology and water
Ariel Salleh, Ecoethics, Sydney Univ.: Engendering theory and praxis
Climate Change Workshop, Thursday, 27 July
Sponsored by CCS, the TransNational Institute’s CarbonTradeWatch
(Amsterdam) and TimberWatch Coalition (Durban)
Facilitators: Karen Read (Diakonia) and Wally Menne (TimberWatch)
Rob Hounsome, CSIR: ‘Climate Science and Climate Change Impacts’
Patrick Bond, CCS: ‘Dirty Politics - South African Energy Policies’
Alan Murphy, Ecopeace: ‘Climate Change and Ecological Debt’
Des D’Sa, South Durban Community and Environmental Alliance: 		
‘Linking Climate Change to Local Eco-Challenges’
Graham Erion, Legal Resources Centre and TNI Carbon Trade Watch:
‘International Policy Responses - Kyoto, CDM, COP12’
Prishani Naidoo: ‘SA Civil Society Responses’
Plenary: ‘Climate Strategising and Movement Building’
Radical Feminist Political Ecology, 29 July
Open informal discussion, chaired by Ariel Salleh, Sydney Univ.
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The Corpse Awards:
Worst Corporate Practices Against Environmental and Human Rights
Clairwood Racetrack Auditorium, November 10
The Corpse Awards are administered by the environmental activist
organisation groundWork and the Centre for Civil Society at the University
of KwaZulu-Natal, and handed out by a master of ceremonies dressed up
as the Grim Reaper at an annual event in Durban. The awards recognise
worst corporate practice in producing environmental injustice – corporate
malfeasance, greenwash and ‘captive regulation’ by a compliant government.
Nominations for these tongue-in-cheek awards come from aggrieved
workers, ‘fenceline’ communities living next door to polluting plants,
and civil society organisations concerned about people’s health and
environments. Many winners boast a stellar commitment to Corporate Social
Responsibility and the environment, but they have not, apparently, convinced
their neighbours and employees. Government departments which allegedly
facilitate environmental injustice are cast as supporting actors.
Grim Reaper Floating Trophy award – Anglo Platinum: AngloPlats was
nominated by the Mapela community near Mokopane, the Maandagshoek
community near Brugersfort, and residents of five small villages who were
relocated to Magobading, for ‘removing communities from their ancestral
land, stealing people’s resources and gagging resistance’. The mining
company brought an urgent interim interdict against the communities’
legal representative, Richard Spoor, to prevent him from ‘defaming’ it
as a ‘racist, thug and bully’. This was dismissed earlier this year, but the
company is proceeding against Spoor with a R3.5 million civil claim.
‘It Wasn’t Me’ award - Pietermaritzburg oil refinery FFS Refiners: FFS
threatened ‘Maritzburg-based groundWork with legal action for calling
it ‘one of the bad boys of pollution’. Air samples taken outside the
facility indicate the presence of benzene, p-xylene, hydrogen sulphide,
toluene, ethyl benzene, xylene, methyl ethyl ketone, tetrachloroethane,
and styrene. Residents have complained about ‘dirty oily petrol chemical
smells’ from the toxic site for over a decade. The national Department of
Environmental Affairs and Tourism received a Supporting Actor Award,
for refusing to meet residents to hear their concerns. The provincial
KwaZulu-Natal Department of Agriculture and Environmental Affairs
also got a Supporting Actor Award for granting the refinery a positive
Record of Decision on its development.
Privatising Public Participation award - Engen Oil Refinery on the
Durban Bluff: Engen was nominated by the South Durban Community
Environmental Alliance for ‘privatising’ governance, by claiming that
‘public meetings are not a constructive method of public participation’
in the Environmental Impact Assessment process. Complaints arose
about Engen’s increasing use of hydrofluoric acid after it was found to
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have exceeded the air pollution health guideline values on more than
400 occasions over the past two years. The supporting actor was KZN’s
DAEA.
Do you Think We’re Stupid award - South Africa’s cement industry:
The industry was assured recognition when it launched a grand frontal
attack on the brains of politicians,’ claiming environmental benefits in the
incineration of hazardous waste from energy-intensive industries, termed
an ‘alternative fuel’. The industry will reap lucrative contracts upgrading
and building huge stadiums for the 2010 World Cup.
Smoked Out at Last award - Chevron Oil Refinery (Caltex) in Cape Town:
Caltex was nominated by the Table View Residents’ Association for
‘arrogance’ and for allegedly ‘continuing to pollute because their permit
allows them’, though air samples have picked up high levels of benzene
and other chemicals. Deputy President Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka
received a Supporting Actress Award for explicitly supporting the refinery
at a recent anniversary celebration.
Mangling the Workers award - Samancor Manganese Pty Limited in the
Vaal Triangle: Samancor, jointly owned by Anglo and BHP Billiton, was
nominated by the company’s Retrenched Workers Crisis Committee,
for poisoning hundreds of employees with manganese, leading to
approximately 100 deaths. Supporting actors are Samandor’s manganese
customer Mittal Steel, as well as the National Centre for Occupational
Health, a regulator which the workers say is asleep at the wheel.
Loot the Minerals and Bloodstain the Soil award - AngloGold Ashanti in
Carletonville, the DRC, Ghana and Colombia: AngloGold Ashanti was
nominated by mining communities around Carletonville’s Tautona mine
(for ‘unrelenting fatalities’) and in several other Third World sites. Critics
slate the firm’s alliances with Mongbwalu warlords in the Eastern Congo,
security forces in Ghana’s Obuasi mine, and the Colombian Army which
attacks peasants and small-scale miners.
Baying For Your Rice award - Bayer Cropscience: Bayer won for bankrolling
the SA Sugarcane Research Institution’s tests of GM sugar varieties
even though civil society protest forced Bayer to cancel trials in the UK,
withdraw plans to commercialise GM canola in Australia, and abandon
research in India which would ‘illegally contaminate the world’s rice
supply’.
Picking the Public Pocket award - Paladin Resources: Australian uranium
mining company Paladin gained unusually lucrative deals to mine
uranium in Malawi, against the wishes of a range of civil organisations.
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Social Movements and Food Sovereignty
A collaboration between CCS, GRAIN and South African social movements,
Botanic Gardens, November 23
Elfrieda Pschorn-Strauss, Bob Brac and PV Sateesh, GRAIN: Food
Sovereignty – the concept, implications, what it means
Ntokozo Mthembu, CCS: Food sovereignty and social movements in SA
Assetou Samake and Jeanne Zoundijhekpon, GRAIN: Food sovereignty in
West Africa
Film on food sovereignty in India
Discussion: WSF food sovereignty meeting
Lunch
Visit by GRAIN to communities in Durban area, to see first hand SA
realities, issues and discuss with people in their own environment.

2.3 RESEARCH PROJECT: GLOBALISATION AND AFRICAN INTEGRATION
Big problems were flagged in the previous pages. What is to be done,
and who will do it, with what allies?
With the usual caveats (such as those raised by Ashwin Desai in his
Wolpe lecture, above), civil society and allied intellectuals have been
struggling to devise durable solutions, certainly in comparison to states
and ruling elites across Africa which have succumbed to the interrelated
‘global apartheid’ diseases of impotence, corruption and collaboration.
But a great deal more work lies immediately head in integrating the
unique contributions of African, Third World and global eco-social
justice activists.
Part of that came to fruition in 2006 through collaborative work
with Norwegian and University of Cape Town colleagues in the project
on ‘South African civil society in a globalising world’, including the
Colloquium on Economy, Society and Nature. The National Research
Foundations of Norway and South Africa are thanked for their support.
In addition, analysing the African continental environment, the
‘Civil Society and African Integration project’ sponsored by the Mott
and Ford foundations from 2003-05 culminated in a series of academic
articles by Vishnu Padayachee, Mammo Muchie, Adam Habib,
Chris Landsberg and Paul Opoku-Mensah in issue #61 of the journal
Transformation: Critical Perspectives in Southern Africa. In late 2006,
the work transformed into the construction of a network of African
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scholars committed to civil society, a group that subsequently met at the
World Social Forum in Nairobi and prepared a book on African social
movements for publication in 2007, edited by Patrick Bond and Eunice
Sahle.
Other related activity within this project included analyses of global
and South African social movements by Ashwin Desai and Patrick
for the UN Research Institute for Social Development (UNRISD). CCS
hosted the agency’s February workshop on civil society and globalscale summits, a meeting opened by eminent UKZN sociologist Fatima
Meer. The conference reviewed a variety of ways that global-scale
events provide opportunities for civil society education, mobilisation
and advocacy. Presenters included Patrick and Ashwin, UNRISD project
director Kléber Ghimire, Mario Pianta of the University of Urbino, Nora
McKeon of the Food and Agricultural Organisation in Rome, Xiaoyuan
Shang from Beijing Normal University, Antonio Pradjasto Hardojo
of the Indonesian Centre for Democracy and Human Rights Studies,
Fatou Sarr of L’Institut fondamental d’Afrique noire de l’Université
de Dakar, Silvada De Paula of the Brazilian Institute of Social and
Economic Analyses in Rio de Janeiro, Juan Carlos Gómez Leyton of the
Universidad de Chile, Santiago Daroca of UNRISD and Lisa Jordan of
the Ford Foundation’s Governance and Civil Society Unit.
Following up, Ashwin and Patrick are editing a collection for
UKZN Press and UNRISD, Foreign Policy Bottom Up, taking forward
the experiences of the World Conference Against Racism and the World
Summit on Sustainable Development, as well as subsequent South
African civil society internationalism.
In the same spirit, in an effort to establish the intellectual basis
for solidarity with labour across Africa, in May, Patrick participated
in a Cairo conference of the Council for the Development of Social
Science Research in Africa, Organisation of African Trade Union
Unity, International Labour Organisation and Egyptian Trade Union
Federation: ‘Rethinking Economic and Social Policies in Africa: The Role
of Trade Unionists and Intellectuals’.
One African society in which a great deal of civil society activism
and integration with South Africa is underway, is Zimbabwe. Patrick
published two articles about the crisis there in The Zimbabwean and
considered South African and international financial influence in a
chapter for the South African International Affairs Yearbook.
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Patrick also published long articles on related themes, including
‘Civil Society on Global Governance: Facing up to Divergent Analysis,
Strategy and Tactics’ for the journal Voluntas, and ‘Global Governance
Campaigning and MDGs: From Top-down to Bottom-up Anti-poverty
Work’ for Third World Quarterly (subsequently translated for the
Francophone journal Alternatives Sud). He benefited from feedback from
presentations of analysis about globalisation, Africa and civil society
resistance in late 2006: at several Durban, Cape Town and Johannesburg
workshops; at a University of Botswana course sponsored by the Open
Society Initiative of Southern Africa in August; in September at an
ActionAid Africa strategy session in Maputo, the Dag Hammarskjold
Foundation’s ‘What Next?’ conference in Uppsala, and a Cornell
University globalisation/ethics conference in September; and in October
at Chulalongkorn University’s Focus on the Global South, the Norwegian
Attac movement in Oslo, and the Lalit group in Mauritius.
Much of this analysis and collective CCS strategic work was devoted
to building a more coherent approach within the World Social Forum, in
the manner discussed at the outset of this report. The Workshop on the
WSF, held in July thanks to support from Osisa, Action Aid, the Southern
African Trust and OxfamGB, was a crucial stepping stone to the 2007
publication of an edited collection with the Indian thinktank CACIM: A
Political Programme for the World Social Forum?
Several others at CCS published or presented on civil society
integration in 2006:
• Dennis Brutus gave talks to regional civil society activists at
the Khanya College winter school (July) and International Labour
Research and Information Group globalisation school (September).
• Sufian Bukurura gave presentations on the implications of
the work of Walter Rodney and Julius Nyerere in Dar es Salaam
(January) and Durban (September), respectively.
• Alan Fowler presented on the ‘Security-Civil Society-Aid
Nexus’ to the British parliament (February) and on ‘Constituency
and Accountability’ at the University of Utrecht (April).
• Sanya Osha wrote widely about Niger Delta and other Nigerian
and African social justice struggles in the journals Kargos, the Africa
Review of Books, West Africa Review, Holler Africa, African Identities
and the Journal of Asian and African Studies, and also prepared a
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manuscript, Ken Saro-Wiwa’s Shadow: Politics, Nationalism and the
Ogoni Protest Movement, for publication in 2007 by Adonis and
Abbey.
• Raj Patel published on international peasant movement
solidarity in the Journal of Asian and African Studies and prepared
two book manuscripts.
• Shannon Walsh identified cultural educational opportunities
in AIDS prevention in collective work on media and photography,
published in the book The Art of Visual Inquiry.
Workshop on the World Social Forum
A Two-Day Debate on Issues, Processes and Politics, 22-23 July
• Introductions, Agenda and Welcome (Dennis Brutus)
• The WSF’s History and Trajectories (Njoki Njehu, Nicola Bullard,
Immanuel Wallerstein, Trevor Ngwane, Mnikelo Ndabankulu)
• African Case studies - Continental, Southern Africa, Zambia,
Zimbabwe, Kenya, Malawi, Lesotho, Angola, Nigeria, Egypt, SA (Thomas
Deve, Hassan Sunmonu, John Stewart, Barbara Kalimi-Phiri, Tafadzwa
Muropa, Rose Wanjiru, Paul Msoma, Sofonea Shale, JoaoBaptiste Lukombo,
Femi Aborisade, Helmy Shawary, Mondli Hlatshwayo, Orlean Naidoo,
Virginia Magwaza-Setshedi)
• Local Politics and the WSF: Lessons from Durban (Molefi Ndlovu, Des
D’Sa, Ntokozo Mthembu, Zandile Ntsibande, Ashwin Desai)
• Celebration of Codesria African Sociological Review 10th anniversary
(Ari Sitas, Ashwin Desai, Samir Amin, Jimi Adesina, Ebrima Sall, Fred
Hendricks and Raquel Sosa)
• Centre for Civil Society’s fifth birthday and cultural presentations
(Sounds of Edutainment from Joburg, and Durban cultural workers)
• Background on WSF Charter (Virginia Magwaza-Setshedi, Nicola
Bullard)
• Reportback from Nairobi WSF Organisers (Njoki Njehu, Joyce
Umbima, Hassan Sumono, John Stewart, Thomas Deve)
• Lebanon and Zimbabwe discussions (Salim Vally, Briggs Bomba)
• The Politics of the WSF (Samir Amin, Franco Barchiesi, Prishani
Naidoo, Geoffrey Pleyers)
• Ways forward and Workshop assessment (Patrick Bond, Nicola
Bullard)
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2.4 RESEARCH PROJECT: SOUTH AFRICAN SOCIAL MOVEMENTS
The results of CCS’s longstanding research project on social movements
were published in July by UKZN Press as Voices of Protest: Social
Movements in Post-Apartheid South Africa, a book edited by Richard
Ballard, Adam Habib and Imraan Valodia. Launches and presentations
were given at Ike’s Books in Durban, the International Sociological
Association conference and the ISTR in Bangkok.
CCS staff participated in several other important book-length
contributions in 2006 that focused on South African social movements.
Amanda Alexander and Mandisa Mbali edited a special double issue
of the Journal of Asian and African Studies drawing on the prior year’s
Problematising Resistance CCS Research Reports collection about
movement dilemmas. Other contributors who addressed South African
social movements included Andile Mngxitama, Peter van Heusden and
Rebecca Pointer, Mthetho Xali, Teresa Barnes, Richard Pithouse and S’bu
Zikode.
Amanda and Richard Pithouse coedited the Research Report
collection Yonk’ Indawo Umzabalazo Uyasivumela: New Work from Durban,
in whose pages are found articles on local social movements by Richard,
Jacob Bryant, Raj Patel, Alex Loftus and Fiona Lumsden, Mark Hunter,
Stephen Sparks, Baruti Amisi, Ari Sitas, and Dorothee Hölscher and
Vishanthie Sewpaul, as well as photographs taken by women of
Kennedy Road, Foreman Road and Jadhu Place. In Richard’s edited
book Asinimali, student and education rights movements are analysed.
Richard also published on the Durban movements in Monthly Review,
Mute and Critical Dialogue.
Richard Ballard made presentations of work on post-Apartheid
social inequality and social movements at the Association of American
Geographers conference in Chicago (March), a workshop on socioeconomic rights strategies cosponsored by the University of the
Western Cape Community Law Centre and University of Oslo
Norwegian Centre for Human Rights (May), a Durban Centre for Public
Participation Public Dialogue debate (May), and the Royal Geographical
Society annual conference (August).
Patrick Bond provided a chapter on Johannesburg social movements
over two decades in the collection edited by Nigel Gibson, Challenging
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Hegemony, and wrote for the popular press – Sunday Independent, ZNet
and The Mercury - about the new wave of protests.
Visiting scholar Shannon Walsh also wrote about South African
social movements – Abahlali, women’s rights groups and victims of
Umlazi political violence - for IndyMedia, and a coauthored article about
AIDS conscienceness in Gender and Development. Finally, CCS students
presented their work in this area, joined by international scholars at a
special CCS seminar research in July.
Day-Long Seminar on Social Movements Research:
Cases, Methods, Comparisons, 21 July
CCS doctoral candidates: Baruti Amisi and Shireen Essof (Stellenbosch)
CCS post-graduate student research on Soweto and Johannesburg urban
social movements: Prishani Naidoo, Virginia Magwaza-Setshedi, Trevor
Ngwane, and Ahmed Veriava
International panel on social movement research, chaired by Ashwin Desai:
• Anne-Maria Makhulu (Duke) on Cape Town urban movements,
• James Ferguson (Stanford) on policy advocacy by SA social
movements, and
• Immanuel Wallerstein (Yale) on revisiting ‘anti-systemic movements’
research after Zapatismo, Seattle and the World Social Forum

2.5 RESEARCH PROJECT: SOCIAL GIVING
The Social Giving Project, a major research initiative aimed at
undertaking a comprehensive critical review of philanthropic giving in
South Africa, began to wind down in 2006. Specific outputs included
Annsilla Nyar’s chapter in the edited collection Philanthropy in Africa
and her article ‘Given, Forgotten, Finished’ in the inaugural issue of
the journal Giving. She also presented her work on ‘Building Sustainable
Knowledge Management Systems for the Philanthropic Community’ at a
Bangkok conference in November.
In addition, CCS cohosted a conference in Johannesburg on 78 March with the Nelson Mandela Foundation and the National
Development Agency (NDA), in order to disseminate and discuss the
research findings. The aim was to offer a broad overview of the state of
philanthropic resources in South Africa, and to assess the nature and

Centre for civil society

49

means of the challenge to mobilise resources for the ends of poverty
alleviation. It was well attended and brought together a cross section
of civil society actors as well as a range of national stakeholders in the
philanthropic/giving arena, such as corporates and government. Key
presentations were made by CCS honorary professor Adam Habib
and Social Giving Project research associates Deborah Ewing, Mark
Swilling, Brij Maharaj, Mandla Seleoane and Steven Friedman. Other
presenters included Christa Kuljian (Centre for Policy Studies), Lulama
Makhubela (NDA) and Mokhethi Moshoeshoe (Sustainability Research
and Intelligence). The research is helping to identify new and innovative
strategies in the struggle for poverty eradication. We are grateful to
NDA staff for support.
The Project’s research findings were presented at the International
Society for Third Sector Research biannual conference in Bangkok,
and also synthesised into a book forthcoming from the Human
Sciences Research Council Press in 2007, Bonds of Humanity. A second
phase of the research now aims to establish philanthropic studies as
an academic discipline in its own right, with an emphasis on social
development. One of the first steps toward this goal is the creation of
a research framework between the Center for Civil Society, the School
of Development Studies and thniversity of Bologna’s Masters in
International Studies in Philanthropy. A formal academic and research
partnership will advance this terrain of knowledge in 2007 and beyond,
and push the field of philanthropic studies in a more societal direction.
To this end, an interdisciplinary Masters course will be designed at CCS
and SDS, connecting civil society, philanthropic practices and social
entrepreneurship within the context of a social justice framework. The
generous support of the C.S. Mott Foundation, Atlantic Philanthropies,
National Development Agency and Ford Foundation is noted with great
appreciation.
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2.6 PUBLICATIONS AND CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS
Voices of Protest:
Social Movements in Post-Apartheid SA
edited by Richard Ballard, Adam Habib and Imraan Valodia
(UKZN , July)
1. Richard Ballard, Adam Habib, Imraan Valodia and Elke Zuern:
Introduction: From Anti-Apartheid to Post-Apartheid Social Movements
2. Steven Friedman and Shauna Mottiar: Seeking the High Ground: The
Treatment Action Campaign and the Politics of Morality
3. Anthony Egan and Alex Wafer: Dynamics of a ‘Mini-Mass Movement’:
Origins, Identity and Ideological Pluralism in the Soweto Electricity Crisis
Committee
4. Sakhela Buhlungu: Upstarts or Bearers of Tradition? The Anti-Privatisation
Forum of Gauteng
5. Peter Dwyer: The Concerned Citizens Forum: A Fight Within a Fight
6. Sophie Oldfield and Kristian Stokke: Building Unity in Diversity: Social
Movement Activism in the Western Cape Anti-Eviction Campaign
7. Stephen Greenberg: The Landless People’s Movement and the Failure of
Post-Apartheid Land Reform
8. Firoz Khan and Edgar Pieterse: The Homeless People’s Alliance: Purposive
Creation and Ambiguated Realities
9. Elke Zuern: Elusive Boundaries: SANCO, the ANC and the Post-Apartheid
South African State
10. Jacklyn Cock: Connecting the Red, Brown and Green: The Environmental
Justice Movement in SA
11. Adam Habib and Imraan Valodia: Reconstructing a Social Movement in
an Era of Globalisation: A Case Study of COSATU
12. Annie Devenish and Caroline Skinner: Collective Action in the Informal
Economy: The Case of the Self-Employed Women’s Union, 1994–2004
13. Cyrus Rustomjee: From Economic Debt to Moral Debt: The Campaigns of
Jubilee South Africa
14. Baruti Amisi and Richard Ballard: In the Absence of Citizenship:
Congolese Refugee Struggle and Organisation in South Africa
15. Teresa Dirsuweit: The Problem of Identities: The Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender and Intersex Social Movement in South Africa
16. Shireen Hassim: The Challenges of Inclusion and Transformation: The
Women’s Movement in Democratic South Africa
17. Ashwin Desai: The Cape of Good Dope? A Post-Apartheid Story of Gangs
and Vigilantes
18. Richard Ballard, Adam Habib and Imraan Valodia: Conclusion: Making
Sense of Post-Apartheid South Africa’s Voices of Protest
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Articulations:
A Harold Wolpe Memorial Lecture Collection
edited by Amanda Alexander (Africa World Press and CCS, Fe
1. Michael Burawoy: ‘From Liberation to Reconstruction: Theory and Practice
in the Life of Harold Wolpe ‘
2. Patrick Bond: ‘Ten Years of Democracy: A Review ‘
3. Kerry Chance and Mandisa Mbali: ‘Talking is Walking: A Critical Review of
Patrick Bond’s Wolpe Lecture ‘
4. Lungisile Ntsebeza: ‘Slow Delivery in South Africa’s Land Reform
Programme: The Property Clause Revisited’
5. David McDonald: ‘You Get What You Can Pay For: Cost Recovery and the
Crisis of Service Delivery in SA‘
6. Nigel Gibson: ‘Fanon, Marx, and the New Reality of the Nation: Black
Political Empowerment and the Challenge of a New Humanism in SA’
7. Mavuso Dingani: ‘A Critical Review of Nigel Gibson’s Lecture’
8. Charlene Smith: ‘Keeping it in Their Pants: Politicians, Men, and Sexual
Assault in South Africa’
9. Console Tleane: ‘Is There Any Future in the Past? A Critique of the
Freedom Charter in the Era of Neoliberalism’
10. Andile Mngxitama: ‘A Review of Console Tleane’s Wolpe Lecture’
11. Jonathan Jansen: ‘The (Self-Imposed) Crisis of the Black Intellectual’
12. Pravasan Pillay: ‘It Don’t Mean A Thing If You Ain’t Got That Swing: A
Review of Jonathan Jansen’s Wolpe Lecture’
13. Amina Mama: ‘Critical Capacities: Facing the Challenges of Intellectual
Development in Africa’
14. Sindisiwe Mbandlwa: ‘A Review of Amina Mama’s Wolpe Lecture 229’
15. Darryl Accone: ‘Passageways: Revisiting Self, The Society of the Spectacle,
and Moby-Dick in the Wake of September 11’
16. Pravasan Pillay: ‘A Review of Darryl Accone’s Wolpe Lecture 251’
17. David Theo Goldberg: ‘The Death of Race’
18. Ferial Haffajee: ‘An Incomplete Freedom: The State of the Media Ten Years
into Democracy’
19. William Mervin Gumede: ‘Democracy and the Importance of Criticism,
Dissent, and Public Dialogue’
20. Dalicebo Mthiyane: ‘A Review of William Mervin Gumede’s Wolpe
Lecture’
21. Naomi Klein: ‘The Rise of Disaster Capitalism’
22. Ela R. Bhatt: ‘Organising for Second Freedom’
23. Wilfred Mhanda: ‘The Struggle for Zimbabwe: Contesting the Meaning
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Journal of Asian and African Studies, 41, 1/2
edited by Amanda Alexander and Mandisa Mbali (January)
1. Amanda Alexander and Mandisa Mbali: ‘Problematising Resistance: An
Introduction’
2. Sanya Osha: ‘Birth of the Ogoni Protest Movement’
3. Andile Mngxitama: ‘The Taming of Land Resistance: Lessons from the National
Land Committee’
4. Raj Patel: ‘International Agrarian Restructuring and the Practical Ethics of
Peasant Movement Solidarity’
5. Peter van Heusden and Rebecca Pointer: ‘Subjectivity, Politics and
Neoliberalism in Post-apartheid Cape Town’
6. Mthetho Xali: ‘Seeking Trade Union and Community Organisation Linkages
in the Cape Town Metropolitan Area: Possibilities for New Trade Unionism and
New Social Movements’
7. Teresa Barnes: ‘Changing Discourses and Meanings of Redress in South African
Higher Education, 1994-2001’
8. Richard Pithouse: ‘Coffin for the Councillor: A Report on the Emergence of a
Shack Dwellers’ Movement in Durban, South Africa’
9. S’bu Zikode: ‘The Third Force’
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Yonk’ Indawo Umzabalazo Uyasivumela:
New Work from Durban CCS Research Reports, 2006, Volume 1
edited by Amanda Alexander and Richard Pithouse (CCS, July)
Amanda Alexander and Richard Pithouse: Introduction
S’bu Zikode: The Third Force
Research Report 40. Richard Pithouse: ‘Our Struggle is Thought, on the Ground,
Running’: The University of Abahlali baseMjondolo
41. Jacob Bryant: Towards Delivery and Dignity: Community Struggle from
Kennedy Road
42. Raj Patel: A Short Course in Politics at the University of Abahlali baseMjondolo
43. Alex Loftus and Fiona Lumsden: Reworking Hegemony in the Urban
Waterscape
Photography: Women of Kennedy Road, Foreman Road and Jadhu Place – Izimpilo Zethu/
Our Lives
44. Mark Hunter: Informal Settlements as Spaces of Health Inequality: The
Changing Economic and Spatial Roots of the Aids Pandemic, from Apartheid to
Neoliberalism
45. Stephen Sparks: A Long History: Civil Society, Pollution and the Wentworth
Oil Refinery
46. Baruti Amisi: An Exploration of the Livelihood Strategies of Durban
Congolese Refugees
47. Ari Sitas: Thirty Years since the Durban Strikes: Black Working Class
Leadership and the South African Transition
48. Dorothee Hölscher and Vishanthie Sewpaul: Ethics as a Site of Resistance: The
Tension between Social Control and Critical Reflection
Promised Land:
Competing Visions of Agrarian Reform
co-edited by Raj Patel (with Peter Rosset and Michael Courville) (Food First)
Carmen Diana Deere: Foreword
halmali Guttal, Peter Rosset, and Maria Luisa Mendonça: Preface - A History and
Overview of the Land Research Action Network Project
Part I. Land and Agrarian Reform: Historical Perspectives
Michael Courville and Raj Patel: Introduction and Overview: The Resurgence of
Agrarian Reform in the Twenty-first Century
1. Hannah Wittman with Laura Saldivar Tanaka: The Agrarian Question in
Guatemala
2. Tom Lebert: An Introduction to Land and Agrarian Reform in Zimbabwe
3. Wellington Didibhuku Thwala: Land and Agrarian Reform in South Africa
4. Manpreet Sethi: Land Reform in India - Issues and Challenges
Part II. Land Reform: Critical Debates and Perspectives
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Raj Patel: Introduction - Critical Themes in Agrarian Reform
5. Saturnino M. Borras Jr: Underlying Assumptions, Theory, and Practice of
Neoliberal Land Policies
6. Rebeca Leonard and Kingkorn Narintarakul Na Ayutthaya: Thailand’s
Land Titling Program - Securing Land for the Poor?
7. Ana De Ita: Land Concentration in Mexico after PROCEDE
8. Héctor Mondragón: Colombian Agrarian Reform—Fake and Genuine
9. Sérgio Sauer: The World Bank’s Market-Based Land Reform in Brazil
10. Sofía Monsalve Suárez: Gender and Land
11. Rodolfo Stavenhagen: Indigenous Peoples - Land, Territory, Autonomy,
and Self-Determination
Part III. Agrarian Reform: Alternatives and Resistance
Peter Rosset: Introduction - Alternatives: Between the State Above and the
Movement Below
12. Mavis Alvarez, Martin Bourque, Fernando Funes, Lucy Martin, Armando
Nova, and Peter Rosset: Surviving Crisis in Cuba - The Second Agrarian
Reform and Sustainable Agriculture
13. Gregory Wilpert: Land for People Not for Profit in Venezuela
14. Monica Dias Martins: Learning to Participate - The MST Experience in
Brazil
15. Beatriz Heredia, Leonilde Medeiros, Moacir Palmeira, Rosângela Cintrão
and Sérgio Pereira Leite: Regional Impacts of Land Reform in Brazil
16. Peter Rosset: Conclusion - Moving Forward: Agrarian Reform as Part of
Food Sovereignty
Asinamali:
University Struggles in Post-Apartheid South Africa
edited by Richard Pithouse (Africa World Press, April)
Asinamali is an edited collection of essays that includes work by Dennis Brutus,
Shereen Essof, Jonathan Jansen, Mahmood Mamdani and Andrew Nash. It is
a project of the Committee for Academic Freedom in Africa. Since the end of
apartheid the SA university system has been rapidly commodified with the result
that students who are poor are increasingly excluded from university education,
often at gunpoint, while research and teaching are once again being organised in
the interests of elites. The essays cover a range of themes including the struggles
to decolonise curricula, the nature and impact of the steady corporatisation and
commodification of universities, and student resistance to exclusion.
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Looting Africa:
The Economics of Exploitation
by Patrick Bond (Zed Books and UKZN Press, July)
1. Poor Africa: Two Views
2. Global Uneven and Combined Development: Neoliberalism, Stagnation,
Financial Viability
3. Financial Inflows and Outflows: Phantom Aid, Debt Peonage Capital Flight
4. Unequal Exchange Revisited: Trade, Investment, Wealth Depletion
5. Global Apartheid’s African Agents: Homegrown Neoliberalism, Repression,
Failed Reform
6. Militarism and Looming Subimperialism in Africa - Washington, London,
Pretoria
7. Civil Society Resistance: Two Views
Talk Left, Walk Right:
South Africa’s Frustrated Global Reforms
by Patrick Bond (UKZN Press, Second edition, May)
PART ONE: CONTEXT
1. Introduction: Against global apartheid?
2. Global-local power relations: Ideology, image and war games
PART TWO: ISSUES AND EVENTS
3. Racism talk-shop, reparations sabotage: From reconciliation to amnesia
4. Pretoria’s trade off: Splitting Africa for the WTO
5. Washington renamed: A ‘Monterrey Consensus’ on global finance
6. NEPAD neutered: Tragedy or joke?
7. The ‘W$$D’: Pretoria meets its match
8. Water wars: From Johannesburg to Kyoto and back
PART THREE: POLITICAL ANALYSIS, STRATEGY AND ALLIANCES
9. Pretoria talk: Exhausted Leninism and the ‘ultraleft’
10. Analysing Washington’s agenda: Are there anti-imperial options?
11. Movement strategy: To abolish, not polish, global apartheid
AFTERWORD
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Poetry and Protest
by Dennis Brutus, edited by Aisha Karim and Lee Sustar
(Haymarket Press and UKZN Press, July 2006)
Acknowledgments
Aisha Karim and Lee Sustar: Introduction - Dennis Brutus’s ‘ticking explosives’
PART 1: EARLY YEARS: RADICALISATION AND REBELLION
PART 2: FROM EXILE TO INTERNATIONAL ACTIVIST
Section 1. Racism, Sports, and Resistance
Section 2. Poetry, Culture and Liberation
Section 3. Apartheid’s Last Stand
PART 3: FROM NATIONAL LIBERATION TO GLOBAL JUSTICE
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The United Nations and Democracy in Africa: Labyrinths of Legitimacy
by Zoë Wilson (Routledge, August)
1. Power, Politics and Doomed Projects
2. Policies and Institutions: ‘Unpopular among some—or even a majority—of the
population’
3. Human Development Reports: ‘Universally valued by people of the world
over’
4. The Millennium Road Map: ‘Urging states,’ ‘Encouraging governments’ and
‘Working within the United Nations’
5. From Global Ideas to Regional Road Maps: ‘Whereby a whole community . . .
settles for a wrong choice of priorities’
6. Country Level: ‘Systemic dissemination of information, so as to promote
universal understanding . . .’
7. Wishful Thinking, Willful Blindness and Artful Amnesia
8. Paradoxes and Dilemmas of Institutional Change: Human Rights and
Livelihoods in Rural War-torn Angola
9. Minor Discourses and the Performance of Irony
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Centre staff publications
Books
Patrick Bond – Looting Africa: The Economics of Exploitation, London, Zed
Books and Pietermaritzburg, University of KwaZulu-Natal Press.
Patrick Bond - Talk Left, Walk Right: South Africa’s Frustrated Global Reforms
(second edition) – Pietermaritzburg, University of KwaZulu-Natal Press.
Dennis Brutus – Poetry and Protest, New York, Haymarket Press and
Pietermaritzburg, University of KwaZulu-Natal Press.
Zoë Wilson - The UN and Democracy in Africa: Labyrinths of Legitimacy, New
York, Routledge Press.
Edited books
Amanda Alexander – Articulations: A Harold Wolpe Memorial Lecture Collection,
Durban, Centre for Civil Society and Trenton, Africa World Press.
Richard Ballard, Adam Habib and Imraan Valodia - Voices of Protest: Social
Movements in Post-Apartheid South Africa, Pietermaritzburg, University of
KwaZulu-Natal Press.
Raj Patel (with Peter Rosset and Michael Courville) - Promised Land:
Competing Visions of Agrarian Reform, Oakland, Food First Books.
Richard Pithouse – Asinamali: University Struggles in Post-Apartheid South
Africa, Trenton, Africa World Press.
Edited journal special issue
Amanda Alexander and Mandisa Mbali - Journal of Asian and African Studies,
41, 1/2.
Accredited journal articles
Amanda Alexander and Mandisa Mbali - ‘Problematising Resistance: An
Introduction’, Journal of Asian and African Studies, 41, 1/2.
Patrick Bond - ‘Civil Society on Global Governance: Facing up to Divergent
Analysis, Strategy and Tactics’, Voluntas, December.
Patrick Bond - ‘Reconciliation and Economic Reaction: Flaws in South Africa’s Elite
Transition’, Journal of International Affairs, December.
Patrick Bond - ‘Resource Extraction and African Underdevelopment’, Capitalism Nature
Socialism, 17, 2.
Patrick Bond - ‘Global Governance Campaigning and MDGs: From Top-down to
Bottom-up Anti-poverty Work’, Third World Quarterly, 27, 2.
Patrick Bond - ‘OMD et Gouvernance Mondiale: Quelles Luttes Contre la Pauvrete?’,
Alternatives Sud, 13, 1.
Ashwin Desai – ‘Ways of (Sight) Seeing in KwaZulu-Natal, Part 1’, Capitalism Nature
Socialism, 17, 2.
Ashwin Desai – ‘Ways of (Sight) Seeing in KwaZulu-Natal, Part 2’, Capitalism Nature
Socialism, 17, 3.
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Adam Habib, Mammo Muchie and Vishnu Padayachee – ‘African Integration
and Civil Society: The Case of the African Union’, Transformation, 61, 3-24.
Sanya Osha - ‘A Postcolonial Text and the Agency of Theory’, African Identities, 4, 2.
Sanya Osha - ‘Birth of the Ogoni Protest Movement’, Journal of Asian and
African Studies, 41, 1/2.
Raj Patel – ‘International Agrarian Restructuring and the Practical Ethics of
Peasant Movement Solidarity’, Journal of Asian and African Studies, 41, 1/2.
Raj Patel (with Harald Witt and Matthew Schnurr), ‘Can the Poor help GM
Crops? Technology, Representation and Cotton in the Makhathini Flats,
South Africa’, Review of African Political Economy, 108.
Richard Pithouse - ‘Coffin for the Councillor: A Report on the Emergence of a
Shack Dwellers’ Movement in Durban, South Africa’, Journal of Asian and
African Studies, 41, 1/2.
Richard Pithouse – ‘Struggle is a School: The Rise of a Shack Dwellers’
Movement in Durban, South Africa’, Monthly Review, 57, 9.
Shannon Walsh (with Claudia Mitchell), ‘“I’m too Young to Die”: HIV,
Masculinity, Danger and Desire in Urban South Africa’, Gender and
Development, 14, 1.
Other journal articles
Patrick Bond - ‘Water Commodification: Can Human Rights Trump the
Market?’, Asian Exchange, 22, 1.
Patrick Bond - ‘South African Subimperialism’, Contra/Relatos, 2, 2.
Patrick Bond – ‘Nepad, the APRM and South African Subimperialism’,
Critical Dialogue, 3, 2.
Annsilla Nyar – ‘Given, Forgotten, Finished’, Giving, 1,1, December 2006.
Sanya Osha - ‘Nigeriesu Rakstnieks un Trimda’, Kargos, August.
Sanya Osha - ‘Slow Death in the Niger Delta’, Africa Review of Books, 2, 1.
Sanya Osha - ‘The Politics of Cultural Memory in Wole Soyinka’s The Burden
of Memory, The Muse of Forgiveness’, West Africa Review, 7.
Sanya Osha - ‘SA’s Foreign Policy under Scrutiny’, Holler Africa, July.
Richard Pithouse – ‘Rethinking Resistance in the Shanty Town’, Mute, 2, 3.
Richard Pithouse – ‘Rethinking Public Participation from Below,’ Critical
Dialogue, 3, 2.
Book chapters
Amanda Alexander – ‘Introduction’, in A.Alexander (Ed), Articulations: A
Harold Wolpe Memorial Lecture Collection, Durban, Centre for Civil Society
and Trenton, Africa World Press.
Baruti Amisi and Richard Ballard - ‘In the Absence of Citizenship: Congolese
Refugee Struggle and Organisation in South Africa’, in R.Ballard, A.Habib
and I.Valodia (Eds), Voices of Protest: Social Movements in Post-Apartheid
South Africa, Pietermaritzburg, University of KwaZulu-Natal Press.
Patrick Bond - ‘Zimbabwe, South Africa and the IMF’, in E.Siridopoulos (Ed),
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South African International Affairs Yearbook, Johannesburg, South African
Institute for International Affairs.
Patrick Bond - ‘Ten Years of Democracy’, in A.Alexander (Ed), Articulations: A
Harold Wolpe Memorial Lecture Collection, Durban, Centre for Civil Society
and Trenton, Africa World Press.
Patrick Bond - ‘Johannesburg’s Resurgent Urban Social Movements’, in
N.Gibson (Ed), Challenging Hegemony: Social Movements in Post-Apartheid
South Africa and the Quest for a New Humanity, Trenton, Africa World Press.
Patrick Bond - ‘Fra Apartheid til Neoliberalisme: Hvad Skete der med
Frihedskampens Idealer?’, in G.Gunnarsen, P.MacManus, M.Nielsen, and
H.E.Stolten (Eds), For Enden af Regnbuen? Social Identitet og Velfærd i det
Nye Sydafrika, Copenhagen, South African Kontact.
Patrick Bond and Ashwin Desai - ‘Explaining Uneven and Combined
Development in South Africa’ - in B.Dunn (Ed), Permanent Revolution:
Results and Prospects 100 Years On, London, Pluto.
Sufian Bukurura – ‘A Judiciary in Transition: Selection of Judges in Namibia’,
in K.Malleson and P.Russell (Eds) Appointing judges in an age of judicial
power: Critical perspectives from around the world, Toronto, University of
Toronto Press.
Adam Habib and Imraan Valodia – ‘Reconstructing a Social Movement in an
era of Globalisation: A Case Study of COSATU’, in R.Ballard, A. Habib and
I.Valodia (eds), Voices of Protest: Social Movements in Post-Apartheid South
Africa, Pietermaritzburg, University of KwaZulu-Natal Press.
Mandisa Mbali - ‘TAC in the History of Patient-Driven AIDS Activism: The
Case for Historicising South Africa’s New Social Movements’, in N.Gibson
(Ed), Challenging Hegemony: Social Movements and the Quest for a New
Humanism in Post-apartheid South Africa, Trenton, Africa World Press.
Mandisa Mbali and Kerry Chance – ‘Talking is Walking: A Critical Review of
Patrick Bond’s Wolpe Lecture’, in A.Alexander (Ed), Articulations: A Harold
Wolpe Memorial Lecture Collection, Durban, Centre for Civil Society and
Trenton, Africa World Press.
Annsilla Nyar – ‘Towards a New Development Form in South Africa’, in
T.Aina and J.Hodgson (Eds) Philanthropy in Africa, London, Zed Books.
Raj Patel (with Michael Courville) – ‘The Resurgence of Agrarian Reform in the
Twenty-first Century’, in R.Patel, P.Rosset and M.Courville (Eds), Promised
Land: Competing Visions of Agrarian Reform, Oakland, Food First Books.
Raj Patel – ‘Critical Themes in Agrarian Reform’, in R.Patel, P.Rosset and
M.Courville (Eds), Promised Land: Competing Visions of Agrarian Reform,
Oakland, Food First Books.
Richard Pithouse – ‘Introduction’, in R.Pithouse (Ed), Asinamali, Trenton, Africa
World Press.
Shannon Walsh (with Claudia Mitchell and Sandra Weber) - ‘From Behind the
Lens: Digital Data’, in G. Knowles, L. Neilsen, A. Cole and T. Luciani (Eds.),
The Art of Visual Inquiry, Toronto, Backalong Books.
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Occasional papers and research reports
Baruti Amisi - ‘An Exploration of Livelihood Strategies of Durban Congolese
Refugees’, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees Evaluation
and Policy Analysis Unity, New Issues Research, Geneva.
Baruti Amisi (with Myriam Velia and Imraan Valodia) - ‘Trade in Used
Clothing: The Case of Durban, South Africa’, School of Development
Studies Research Report, Durban.
Patrick Bond – ‘The Dispossession of African Health at the Cost of African
Health’, Regional Network for Equity in Health in East and Southern
Africa Occasional Paper 30, April.
Patrick Bond - ‘Decommodification as Antidote to Uneven and Combined
Development in South Africa’, in S.Jin (Ed), Theories and Practices of
Alternative Economic Systems, Institute for Social Sciences, Gyeongsang
National University and Korea Research Foundation, June.
Richard Pithouse - ‘Our Struggle is Thought, on the Ground, Running’:
The University of Abahlali baseMjondolo’, CCS Research Report 40,
published in A.Alexander and R.Pithouse (2006), Yonk’ Indawo Umzabalazo
Uyasivumela: New Work from Durban, Centre for Civil Society.
Raj Patel – ‘A Short Course In Politics at the University of Abahlali
baseMjondolo’, CCS Research Report 42, published in A.Alexander and
R.Pithouse (2006), Yonk’ Indawo Umzabalazo Uyasivumela: New Work from
Durban, Centre for Civil Society.
Other brief articles
Richard Ballard - ‘The Same, yet Different’, Mail and Guardian, 16 June.
Patrick Bond - ‘Don’t Trust Politicians to Fix Global Problems’, Sunday
Independent, 8 January.
Patrick Bond - ‘Time Up for Exhausted Nationalism?’, The Zimbabwean, 27
January.
Patrick Bond - ‘Why Angry Residents are Engaged in Municipal Protest’,
Sunday Independent, 29 January.
Patrick Bond - ‘Municipal Elections Won’t appease Furious South Africans’,
ZNet Commentaries, 2 February.
Patrick Bond - ‘Pride at the Root of it All?’, The Zimbabwean, 4 February.
Patrick Bond - ‘The Loans of Mass Destruction: Wolfowitz’s Anti-Corruption
Hoax at the World Bank’, Counterpunch, 8 March and ZNet Commentaries, 7
March.
Patrick Bond - ‘Water Activists Turn on the Taps and Turn up the Pressure’,
Pambazuka, 24 March and ZNet Commentaries, 23 March.
Patrick Bond - ‘The War for Water’, The Mercury, 29 March.
Patrick Bond - ‘Pressuring Mugabe: Can Activists Replace Collusive States
and Business?’, The Mercury, 7 June, reprinted in Pambazuka, 7 June.
Patrick Bond - ‘African Workers and Scholars Unite’, ZNet Commentaries, 11
June, reprinted in Al Ahram, Pambazuka, Africa Focus, Portside, Ciranda Afro,
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and African World.
Patrick Bond - ‘Multinational Capital’s Responsibility for Africa’s Resource
Extraction Crisis’, Openspace, 1, 2, August.
Patrick Bond - ‘South Africa Embraces Corporate Welfare: Mega Deal
Subsidies over Services for the Poor’, Multinational Monitor, 17, 5,
September-October.
Patrick Bond - ‘South Africa’s Subimperial Project’, Die Vrye Afrikaan, 15
September.
Patrick Bond - ‘The World Bank during Neoliberal and Neoconservative
Fusion’, Pambazuka, 21 September, reprinted in The Mercury (26
September), Socialist Review and ZNet Commentaries.
Patrick Bond - ‘Economic Apartheid in South Africa’, Chain Reaction 98,
October.
Patrick Bond - ‘A Nobel Loan Shark?’, ZNet Commentaries, 19 October,
reprinted in The Mercury (24 October, Pambazuka (26 October) and
GreenLeft Weekly (4 November).
Patrick Bond - ‘Ghost on the Coast at Coega will Haunt us in Future’, The
Mercury, 6 December.
Patrick Bond - ‘Global Capital still Volatile, Uneven, Destructive’, ZNet
Commentaries, 23 December.
Patrick Bond, Rehana Dada and Graham Erion - ‘Capital’s Dangerous Gimmick’,
Socialist Review, December.
Patrick Bond and Ashwin Desai, ‘The Reality behind the Neoliberal Rhetoric’,
Die Vrye Afrikaan, 17 March.
Patrick Bond and Greg Ruiters - ‘The UNDP’s Wrong Turn on Water Rights’, in
Pambazuka, 24 November, reprinted in The Mail and Guardian (24 November)
and ZNet Commentaries (27 November).
Patrick Bond and Tapera Kapuya - ‘South African Capital in Southern Africa’,
Openspace, 1, 2, August.
Sufian Bukurura – ‘Public should have been Consulted for 2010’, The Mercury, 9
November.
Sufian Bukurura – ‘Fighting Side by Side’, The Mercury, 21 November.
Ntokozo Mthembu - ‘Give all Youngsters Equal Chance at Success’ (20 June)
Ntokozo Mthembu - ‘The Poor must Lead their Own Struggles’ (18 July)
Annsilla Nyar – ‘Yet Another SAPS Tragedy’, The Mercury, 6 April.
Annsilla Nyar - ‘Security Guards: The Bigger Picture’, The Mercury, 9 May.
Annsilla Nyar - ‘Acknowledging the Rights of all Workers’, The Mercury, 21 May.
Annsilla Nyar - ‘The Making of a South African Psycho: SA is Second to US for
Serial Killer Crimes’, The Mercury, 10 October.
Raj Patel - ‘The Heart of the Coming Local Government Election is a Contest over
the Politics of Space’, The Mercury, 17 January.
Raj Patel – ‘Growing Communities in South Durban’, The Sunday Tribune, 29 July.
Jeff Purcell - ‘The Poor Man’s View of Truth’, The Mercury, 1 August
Jeff Purcell - ‘South Africa’s First World/Third World Dilemma’, The Mercury,
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12 August.
Shannon Walsh – ‘Abahlali vs. the State: Taking to the Streets’, IndyMedia
South Africa, 20 March.
Shannon Walsh – ‘Not just Faces: Action to Support Women’s Rights to Speak
out Against Rape at the High Court in Durban’, Indy Media South Africa,
24 March.
Shannon Walsh – ‘No Freedom for the Poor! Indy Media South Africa, 28
April.
Shannon Walsh – ‘Umlazi Political Violence on Trial,’ Indy Media South
Africa, 4 July.
Centre staff presentations
Baruti Amisi - ‘Struggles for Land and Livelihood Rights in South Africa’,
Global Convention on Land and Livelihoods Rights, Bangkok, 18
February.
Baruti Amisi - ‘Social Capital, Social Networks, and Refugee Migration:
An Exploration of the Livelihood Strategies of Congolese Refugees in
Durban’, International Society for Third Sector Research Conference,
Bangkok, 9 July.
Baruti Amisi - ‘DRC Civil Society and Potential Eco-social Resistance to Inga
Power Project’, Centre for Civil Society Workshop on the World Social
Forum, 21 July.
Baruti Amisi - ‘Congolese Refugee Migration to Durban’, Paper presented
to the Population Association of Southern Africa Conference JHB, 26
September.
Baruti Amisi - ‘CCS WIRED: Social Justice Struggles’, Presentation to the
South African History Archive Conference, Johannesburg, 17 November.
Baruti Amisi - ‘The Inga Falls Development Project: A Case of Bad
Governance?’, Paper presented to the International Forum on the Inga
Dam, Institute for Security Studies, Johannesburg, 29 November.
Baruti Amisi - ‘Experiences of Refugee Children in Durban’, Paper presented
to the Refugee Rights Training Workshop, Durban, 12 December.
Richard Ballard – ‘Social Movements in South Africa’, Paper presented to the
CCS Colloquium on Economy Society and Nature, Durban, 28 February.
Richard Ballard - ‘The Ant and the Grasshopper: Rationalising Exclusion and
Inequality in the Post-apartheid City’, Paper presented to the Association
of American Geographers conference, Chicago, 9 March.
Richard Ballard - ‘Two Decades since “Orderly Urbanisation”:
Understandings of Poverty and Race by Middle Class South Africans’,
Paper presented to the Royal Geographical Society annual conference,
London, 30 August.
Richard Ballard - ‘Slaughter in the Suburbs: Ritual Cattle Killing in Former
White South African Suburbs’, Paper presented at the Contact 50
Conference, Ithala, 9 July.
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Richard Ballard - ‘Social Movements, Citizenship and Rights in South
Africa’, Paper presented to the Workshop on ‘Strengthening strategies
for promoting socio-economic rights in South Africa’, cosponsored by the
University of the Western Cape Community Law Centre and University of
Oslo Norwegian Centre for Human Rights, 30 May.
Richard Ballard – ‘By Invitation Only: Challenging Contemporary Forms
of Public Participation’, Paper presented to the Centre for Public
Participation’s Public Dialogue debate on social movements at Diakonia
Centre, 4 May.
Patrick Bond - ‘South African Subimperialism’, Paper presented to the UKZN
Centre for Civil Society Colloquium on Economy, Society, Nature, UKZN,
1 March.
Patrick Bond - ‘Human Rights and Cooptation’ (Opening plenary
presentation) and ‘Water Commodification in South Africa: Debating
Rights, the Market and Free Basic Water’, Paper presented to the Human
Rights and Global Justice Conference, Warwick Law School-Centre for
Globalisation and Regionalisation, Coventry, 31 March and 1 April.
Patrick Bond - ‘Climate Change and Energy Crises: A Critique of the South
African State and Capital’, Paper presented to the Goedgedacht Forum for
Social Reflection, Malmesbury, 8 April.
Patrick Bond - ‘Global Economic Crisis and the Looting of Africa’ and
‘Beyond NEPAD’, Papers presented to the Council for the Development
of Social Science Research in Africa, Organisation of African Trade Union
Unity, International Labour Organisation and Egyptian Trade Union
Federation joint conference on ‘Rethinking Economic and Social Policies in
Africa: The Role of Trade Unionists and Intellectuals’, Cairo, 16 May.
Patrick Bond - ‘Decommodification as Antidote to Uneven and Combined
Development in South Africa’, Paper presented to the conference on
Theories and Practices of Alternative Economic Systems, Institute for
Social Sciences, Gyeongsang National University, Jinju Korea, 2 June.
Patrick Bond - ‘Civil Society on Global Governance: Diverging Analysis,
Strategy and Tactics’, Paper presented to the International Society for
Third-Sector Research, Bangkok, 10 July.
Patrick Bond - ‘Looting Africa’, ‘African Movements Debate Local,
Continental and Global Change’, ‘Programmatic Options for State and
Social Power’, ‘Civil Society and Wolfowitz’s World Bank: Reform or
Rejection Revisited’, ‘Decommodification in Theory and Practice: Fighting
Human Insecurity in Post-Apartheid South Africa’s Water Wars’, Papers
presented to International Sociological Association, Durban, 26-28 July.
Patrick Bond - ‘Dirty Politics: South African Energy Policies’, Paper presented
to the Centre for Civil Society, TransNational Institute Carbon Trade
Watch and TimberWatch Workshop on Climate Change, Botanic Gardens,
Durban, 27 July.
Patrick Bond - ‘Globalisation, Nepad and Africa: Will the Looting Continue?’,
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Presented to the International Transport Workers’ Federation Congress,
Durban, 4 August.
Patrick Bond - ‘Neoliberal Urban Policy: Are those Planact Fingerprints?’,
Paper presented to the conference on NGOs as Innovators and Agents of
Change, University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, 5 August.
Patrick Bond - ‘Overview of International Political Economy’ and
‘Understanding Globalisation and Africa’, Presentations to the Open
Society Initiative of Southern Africa and University of Botswana Centre
for Specialisation in Public Administration and Management, Gabarone, 7
August.
Patrick Bond - ‘The Looting of Africa’, Paper presented to the 21st General
Assembly of the Caribbean and Latin American Congress of Social
Science General Assembly Workshop on How Globalisation Influences
Democratisation and Development in the South, Rio de Janeiro, 22
August.
Patrick Bond - ‘Health Care and Social Policy’, Presentation to the OxfamGB
Conference on Essential Services, Ekurhuleni, 1 September.
Patrick Bond - ‘Development Policy Debates’, Presentation to the School for
International Training, Durban, 15 September.
Patrick Bond - ‘Theory and Practice in the Social Justice Movements’,
Presentation to Action Aid International Africa, Maputo, 18 September.
Patrick Bond - ‘Looting Africa’, ‘Carbon Trading in South Africa’, ‘World
Social Forum Debates’, Papers presented to the Dag Hammarskjold
Foundation What Next? Conference, Uppsala, 21 September.
Patrick Bond - ‘Third World Resources Depletion and Economic Rights’,
Presentation to the Rights and Democracy, Southern African Centre for
Economic Justice and Centre for Civil Society Conference on Human
Rights Impact Assessments, Johannesburg, 23 September.
Patrick Bond - ‘The World Bank, IMF and South Africa’, Presentation to
the CCS/Diakonia Workshop on the World Bank and IMF, Durban, 26
September.
Patrick Bond and Dennis Brutus - ‘Looting Africa’ and ‘CCS Work in
Progress’, Books/DVD launch at the Institute for Policy Studies,
Washington, 27 September.
Patrick Bond - ‘Accumulation by Dispossession in Africa: False Diagnoses
and Dangerous Prescriptions’, Paper presented to the Cornell University
Conference on the Ethics of Globalisation and Development, Ithaca, 29
September.
Patrick Bond and Dennis Brutus - ‘Looting Africa’ and ‘CCS Work in
Progress’, Books/DVD launch at the Brecht Forum, New York City, 1
October.
Patrick Bond – ‘Looting Africa’, Presentation to the Lalit Group, Port Louis,
Mauritius, 5 October.
Patrick Bond - ‘Looting Africa’, Presentation to Focus on the Global South
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Course on Globalisation and Civil Society, Chulalongkorn University,
Bangkok, 12 October.
Patrick Bond - ‘Africa and Social Movements’, Presentation to Focus on the
Global South Course on Globalisation and Civil Society, Chulalongkorn
University, Bangkok, 13 October.
Patrick Bond - ‘Looting Africa’ and ‘CCS Work in Progress’, Books/DVD
launch at the Tronsmo Bokhandel, Oslo, 16 October.
Patrick Bond - ‘Africa and Social Movements’, Presentation to Attac Oslo and
the Oslo Documentary Cinema, Oslo, 16 October.
Patrick Bond - ‘Africa and Global Governance: Elite Illusions, Social
Resistance’, Presentation to the London School of Economics, London 18
October.
Patrick Bond - ‘Looting Africa’ and ‘CCS Work in Progress’, Books/DVD
launch at the School for Oriental and African Studies, London, 18 October.
Patrick Bond - ‘Towards a Political Economy of Coega: Energy, Environment
and Resistance’, Presentation to the Rhodes University Institute for Social
and Economic Research, Grahamstown, 13 November.
Patrick Bond - ‘What is the Second Economy and What does it Mean for
AsgiSA?’, Presentation to the Independent Development Trust, Pretoria,
20 November.
Patrick Bond - ‘Urban Poverty, Water and the Environment’, Presentation to
Common Purpose, Johannesburg, 22 November.
Patrick Bond and Dennis Brutus - ‘SA Foreign Policy: Anti-imperialism,
Subimperialism or Imperialism?’, Paper presented to the International
Labour Research and Information Group, Cape Town, 23 November.
Patrick Bond and Dennis Brutus - ‘Civil Society and Social Justice: Debating
Local/Global Analysis and Practice’, Presentation and book launch at the
University of Cape Town Centre for Conflict Resolution, Cape Town, 23
November.
Patrick Bond and Dennis Brutus - ‘Civil Society and Social Justice: From
Analysis to Resistance and Back’, Presentation and book launch at Xarra
Books, Johannesburg, 25 November.
Patrick Bond - ‘Water/Sanitation, Health and Globalisation: Pricing
Controversies’, Paper presented to the World Health Organisation and
University of Ottawa Global Knowledge Network conference on the Social
Determinants of Health, Pretoria, 28 November.
Patrick Bond - ‘South African Corporations in Africa: Resource Extraction,
Deindustrialisation, Subimperialism’, Paper Presented to the Institute of
Security Studies Corruption and Governance Programme conference on
Natural Resource Plunder: The Role of Foreign Companies in Southern
Africa, Maropeng, Gauteng, 30 November.
Dennis Brutus – Launches from February-July of Poetry and Protest, at
Ike’s Books in Durban, the Cape Town Book Fair, the Horror Café in
Johannesburg, and the Grahamstown National Arts Festival.
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Dennis Brutus - Opening addresses and plenary presentations at the
Khanya College Johannesburg Winter School (June), the CCS Workshop
on the World Social Forum (July), the Satyagraha centenary conference
(September), the International Labour Research and Information Group
Globalisation School (October), the Southern African Social Forum
in Lilongwe (October), the Oil Watch International summit in Quito
(October), the Social Movements Indaba conference at CCS (December);
and Muslim Views’ 10th anniversary commemoration in Cape Town
(December).
Dennis Brutus - ‘Human Security and the Imperative of Peace’ and ‘Address
to the Codesria-Third World Forum’, Presentations to the International
Sociological Association, Durban, 26-28 July.
Dennis Brutus – Poetry readings and commemoration of work at Poetry
Africa celebrations in Durban and Johannesburg on 6-7 October and at the
Nordic Africa Institute Program for the Workshop on Creative Writing on
War and Peace in Africa, Uppsala, 1 December.
Sufian Bukurura (with Patrick Bond) – ‘Revisiting Rodney’s Thesis on the
Underdevelopment of Africa’ - Presented at an international conference
in memory of Walter Rodney: A revolutionary intellectual, organised
by the Institute for Development Studies and the Development Policy
Management Forum, Addis Ababa, held at the University of Dar es
Salaam, 16 January.
Sufian Bukurura – ‘Critical Issues on Socio-Economic Rights in KwaZuluNatal: Some Thoughts on Civil Society Involvement’, Paper presented at
the Seminar on Socio-Economic Rights organised by the Community Law
Centre of the University of Western Cape in collaboration with the South
African Human Rights Commission, Durban, 24 August.
Sufian Bukurura – ‘Julius Kambarage Nyerere’s Ujamaa: Wishing for Peace
and Social Prosperity’, Paper presented at the Satyagraha: Pro-peace
Agenda Conference, Durban University of Technology, 10 September.
Sufian Bukurura – ‘Sustainable Gender Equality and Development: Exploring
Partnership and Participation’, Paper presented at the Gender Advocacy
Programme Convention, Worcester, 15 October.
Sufian Bukurura – ‘Hosting World Cup Finals 2010: Shouldn’t the Public
Have Been Consulted?’, Paper presented to the Centre for Civil Society
Seminar, Durban, 24 November.
Ashwin Desai – ‘Social Classes and Social Movements: On the Life-Work
of Alain Touraine’, Paper presented to the International Sociological
Association, Durban, 24 July.
Ashwin Desai - ‘Vans, Autos, Kombis and the Drivers of Social Movements’,
Harold Wolpe Memorial Lecture, 28 July.
Alan Fowler - ‘Presentation on Security-Civil Society-Aid Nexus’,
Presentation to the British Parliament, 1 February.
Alan Fowler - ‘Constituency and Accountability’, Paper presented to the
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University of Utrecht, 5 April.
Annsilla Nyar – ‘Building Sustainable Knowledge Management Systems for the
Philanthropic Community’, WINGS CF Asia Pacific Consortium, Bangkok,
16-18 November.
Shannon Walsh – ‘A Challenge of Creativity: Globalisation and the Role of
the Creative in Combating AIDS’, Paper presented to the UKZN Centre
for Visual Methodologies for Social Change symposium ‘Putting People in
the Picture: Visual Methodologies for Social Change’, 16-17 February.
Shannon Walsh – ‘Girls, Photography and AIDS in Montreal’, Paper
presented to the UKZN School of Language, Literacies, Media, and Drama
Education Faculty Seminar, February.
Shannon Walsh – ‘Putting People in the Picture: Video and Action Research in
South Africa’, Presentation to the UKZN Department of Sociology lecture
series, 20 April.
Shannon Walsh – ‘Visual Methodologies and Social Change’, Presentation to
the International AIDS conference, Toronto, August.
Zoë Wilson - ‘The Effects of Globalisation on Water as a Key Determinant of
Health’, University of Ottawa, 18 January.
Zoë Wilson - ‘Water and Development in South Africa’, Paper presented to
the World Water Celebration seminar, Newcastle University, 21 March.
Zoë Wilson - ‘The Global Politics of Sanitation’, Paper presented at the Water
in Southern Africa Association conference, Durban, May 20.
Zoë Wilson - ‘Social Movements and Sanitation Politics: Demands and
Alternatives’, Paper presented to the International Society for Third Sector
Research conference, Bangkok, 11 July.

2.7 CCS ASSOCIATES’ RESEARCH
Until 2006, thanks to Atlantic Philanthropies, CCS was able to offer grants
(most less than R50 000) to assist researchers – academics, independents and
community-allied organic intellectuals – with socially-relevant work that
expands the terrain of civil society activity. The box below reflects those reports
submitted during 2006 (most during December), and their initial starting point.
A few studies sponsored by CCS during the mid-2000s have not yet been
completed. In early 2007 the studies were in the process of being peer-reviewed
for website and Research Report publication.
Research studies submitted in 2006 (initial date)
• Deedat, Hameda/2005: The Gendered Impacts of Free Basic Water: A
case study of the provision of FBW by SIZA Water in the Illembe District
and its gendered impact in the areas of Shiyamoya and Protea Heights
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• D’Sa, Desmond and Farida Khan/2005: Communities and Incinerators:
A Study of South Durban and Sasolburg
• D’Sa, Desmond/2005: The Use and Value of Open Spaces in South
Durban
• Gentle, Leonard Local/2004: Struggles for democratic participation in
Old Crossroads
• Graaf, Michael/2005: Entry-Level Democracy: An Investigation and
Analysis of The Phenomenon of Independent Candidates in the 2006
Municipal Elections
• Hlatswayo, Zakes/2005: Intabazwe-Harrismith:Case Study of Right in
the Left
• Karumbidza, John Blessing/2005: Social Organisation, Institutions and
Beneficiary Socio-Economic Reproduction: The State, Farmers Unions and
Traditional Authority in Zimbabwe’s Resettlement Schemes, 1980-2000
• Lamb, Guy/2005: ‘Professionalize or Perish’: Peacebuilding Civil
Society Organisations in Post-Apartheid South Africa
• Legassick, Martin/2004: Mandela Park Anti-Eviction Campaign: Old
demands, new challenges
• London, Leslie/2005: UCT towards Establishing a Learning Network to
Advance Health Equity through Human Rights Strategies
• Mantzaris, Evan/2005: Banana City: A portrait of poverty and survival
in the midst of a corporation
• Miller, Darlene/2005: Food and Frontiers: Resistance, collaboration and
cooperation in the expansion of a retail empire
• Moore, David/2003: Contesting Civil Societies in Zimbabwe’s
Interregna
• Naidoo, Prishani/2005: Something Your Grandmother Might Have
Made: Tradition and The South African Students' Congress (1991-2006)
• Ntseng, David, Graham Philpot and Desmond D’Sa/2005: The Church
Land Programme (CLP) on behalf of the Research Team involving AFRA,
LPM and CLP
• Patel, Saliem/2004: South African Investment in Southern Africa: Trade
Union Responses in Zimbabwe, Namibia and South Africa
• Pillay, Chantal /2005: People’s Power? An investigation into the
installation of pre-paid electricity meters in Sydenham Heights and
Bayview
• Simon, Michelle/2005: The History of the Environmental Movement:
The South Durban Basin
• Tallici, V. et al./2005: Gendered Assumptions and Practices in HIV and
AIDS Research: Women’s experiences of research processes and agendas
• Vally, Salim and Brian Ramadiro/2003: Social Movements and the
Right to Basic Education in South Africa: Selected case studies from the
Education Rights Project
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3. INFORMATION DISSEMINATION
3.1 THE INFORMATION NEXUS
CCS offers to the Durban and academic communities a Resource Centre, film
screening series, CCS WIRED (a DVD set of 26 videos about social mobilisation),
facilitation of community seminars/workshops, an informal civil society
capacitation course, the ‘Eye on Civil Society’ column in The Mercury, and the
Wolpe Lecture. Our other informational strategies – including publications
noted above, as well as the website, fortnightly seminars and formal courses
– are aimed at both our academic peers/students and social movement
intellectuals and strategists.
The Resource Centre, administered by Baruti Amisi, has 900 catalogued
materials including 600 books, periodicals and videos that for the most part
have been donated, particularly through Friends of Workers’ Education in
SA (coordinated by Richard Kuper), for which we are enormously grateful.
Our focus here is mainly to serve grassroots organisations’ activists who have
no access to these materials in university or public libraries. We lend books,
periodicals, and videos on civic literacy, social and environmental justice,
globalisation, public accountability, socialism and community mobilisation.
We also offer free access to computers and the Internet, and photocopy and
fax machines. In 2006, we received and assisted 420 people who would not
otherwise have access to such facilities.
The CCS Outreach Programme – with Ntokozo Mthembu and Molefi
Ndlovu - has reached community organisations within and beyond eThekwini
Municipality. Workshops have been held on topics such as leadership and
management of community organisations, and contemporary social and
environmental justice struggles. The workshops are intended to empower
community leaders to gain self-esteem and follow the ’each one teach one’
methodology, emphasising sharing of daily experiences. The outreach
programme has assisted youth from various communities to organise against
drugs addiction, youth pregnancies and unemployment.
The film screening method has been utilised in relation to community
struggles such as water, food, land and electricity. Attendees are encouraged to
become community leaders and activists. For CCS this is extremely important
because of our function as an information gathering and feedback process. In
the production of knowledge, our praxis epistemology emphasises learning
through struggle, as most campaigns for justice – whether in households or
larger social terrains - occur far beyond the radar screen of traditional academia.
As noted below, a great deal of workshop activity in 2006 was aimed at uniting
civic groups across the province, and not without facing various contradictions.
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The CCS Website, whose webmaster is John Devenish, was established in
mid 2002. The Homepage is updated regularly with international/local analysis
from other websites and articles written by CCS staff and associates, as well
as news of recent and upcoming CCS events and links to CCS publications.
The web Library and Image Library carry almost 2500 files with a keyword
search feature. John also supplies community groups with rebuilt second-hand
computers, and in 2006 circulated in mostly 5 African townships. Finally, every
other Tuesday morning, The Mercury carries the Eye on Civil Society column,
coordinated for CCS by Annsilla Nyar.
CCS Outreach with Social Movements
(notes by Molefi Ndlovu and Ntokozo Mthembu)
The year 2006 marked an upsurge of South African social movements’
activities both to advance local causes and also in preparation for the World
Social Forum held on January 2007, in the Kenyan capital of Nairobi. The
CCS Outreach Desk was tasked with providing logistical, facilitation and
program development to operate alongside and inform researchers and
international collaborators about Durban-area civil society perspectives.
That first entailed facilitating an organising process among Durban
groups. Their emerging agenda was to tighten links between separate but
related struggles facing affected movements sprouting across the province.
This we did with full consciousness of the differences in the levels of
organisation which characterise many of the movements. We also were aware
that for the discussion on global social justice to have any meaning, it was
crucial to draw from local battles against neoliberalism that have left many
communities gasping for alternatives.
Our interventions began by assisting with the ‘Unfreedom Day’ event
which drew together large sections of Durban civil society on April 27
(http://www.nu.ac.za/ccs/default.asp?3,28,10,2490). This was
followed by a workshop held in a community hall in Kennedy Road on 25
June, which brought together 200 activists drawn from organisations such
as: Abahlali base Mjondolo Movement, Palestinian Solidarity Committee,
Westcliffe Residents’ Association, Bayview Flat Residents Association,
Ecopeace Party, Wentworth Development Forum, Pinetown Street Traders
Association and others. This session laid the basis for collective adoption of a
move to constitute the KZN chapter of the Social Movements Indaba (SMI).
A subsequent gathering of local civil society occurred during the
Workshop on the World Social Forum at the UKZN Faculty Club, organised
by CCS on July 22-23 (http://www.nu.ac.za/ccs/default.asp?2,40,3,996)
(with pictures at http://www.nu.ac.za/ccs/default.asp?3,28,11,2610).
At this session, the KZN chapter of the SMI was mandated to host Fourth
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Annual National Meeting of the Social Movements Indaba on December
2-6. The content of the WSF debates were captured in a reader coproduced
by CCS and our Indian sister organisation CASIM: A Political Programme for
the World Social Forum? Democracy, Substance and Debate in the Bamako Appeal
and the Global Justice Movements, edited by Jai Sen and Madhuresh Kumar
(http://www.nu.ac.za/ccs/default.asp?3,28,10,2811).
Through the rest of 2006 we facilitated a participative planning process
in preparation for the December National meeting of the SMI. This phase
proved most challenging since it demanded regular meetings over weekends
to work out each and every detail of the program for the five day session.
Many tensions and frustrations gripped organisers not used to such
prolonged processes to plan what seemingly should be a ‘getting together’ of
like minded forces. It was during this phase that we unfortunately witnessed
the progressive withdrawal of Abahlali base Mjondolo for varied reasons that
still remain confusing.
Planning went ahead nonetheless and on December 2-6, KZN movements
hosted what was to be the best assembly yet of the Social Movements
Indaba, reflecting a maturity of the emerging movements both in the size
of the meeting (over 300 registered delegates) as well as the quality of the
debates and discussions. The Social Movements’ Outreach Desk issued
a report on the proceedings (http://www.nu.ac.za/ccs/default.
asp?3,28,11,2809). Participants felt that the meeting was invaluable not
only for consolidating local and national work towards social justice, but
also as a contribution towards preparing South African social movements
for effective and meaningful participation in the subsequent month’s World
Social Forum meeting in Nairobi (http://www.nu.ac.za/ccs/default.
asp?3,28,11,2610).
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CCS WIRED DVDs
CCS and several allied filmmakers
– Heidi Bachram, Heinrich Bohmke,
Ben Cashdan, Daniel Chavez,
Michele Citoni, Rehana Dada, Sally
Giles, Fazel Khan, Vincent Moloi,
Ntokozo Mthembu, Aoibheann
O’Sullivan, John Pilger, Gillian
Schutte Singiswa, Sipho Singiswa,
Greg Streak, Jann Turner and
Shannon Walsh – produced a
prototype edition of CCS WIRED in
mid-2006. Two DVDs capture some
of the Centre’s research-in-progress
as well as scenes of struggle, pain,
suffering, joy, victories, defeats, and
commitments in SA and across the
Southern African region.
CCS publications - Research
Report collections, Wolpe Memorial
lectures, Civil Society Readers, etc - join more than 26 films representing
South/ern Africa’s ‘new social mobilisations’ on two pieces of plastic. CCS
WIRED documents the wave of mass community protests and social justice
campaigns that began in a systematic way when Durban’s Chatsworth
community erupted in 1999. Going back further, John Pilger generously
offered his 1998 film Apartheid Did Not Die, which predicted the subsequent
uprisings.
We offer gratitude to the contributors, especially the low-paid doccie
makers. Invaluable production support was provided by Ben Cashdan,
Library Design, Collective Film and Video, and TripleAim. Our funders are
warmly thanked: Sanpad, ActionAid, Osisa, Southern Africa Trust, Mott,
Atlantic Philanthropies, Ford, Rosa Luxemburg Stiftung, OxfamGB and the
Harold Wolpe Memorial Trust; the first edition in 2007 is supported by the
Human Rights Foundation.
DVD #1: CCS RESEARCH-IN-PROGRESS
ENERGY ADVOCACY:
THE CARBON TRADE DEBATE:
• CARBON CREDITS (AOIBHEANN O’SULLIVAN 2005): A focus on
conflicts in communities over costs and benefits of carbon trading
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• TRADING POLLUTION (REHANA DADA 2005): Another
documentary about carbon trading
• GREEN GOLD (HEIDI BACHRAM 2002): The first documentary on
carbon trading, with a focus on the Bisasar Road dump
THE STRUGGLE FOR ELECTRICITY:
• THE GREAT BLACKOUT (DANIEL CHAVEZ 2004): A TransNational
Institute survey of sites of struggle against electricity privatisation, from
India to Colombia to Brazil to South Africa
• DOWN TO EARTH (BEN CASHDAN 2002): A variety of energy issues
were confronted at the World Summit on Sustainable Development in
Johannesburg, featuring SA activists
THE COST OF POWER IN SOUTH DURBAN:
• BEAUTY AND THE BEASTS (GREG STREAK, 2006): A scan of
environmental justice struggles by South Durban residents against big
capital and an uncaring state
• TWO DOCUMENTARIES ON THE SOUTH DURBAN
PETROCHEMICAL COMPLEX: THE BUCKET BRIGADE AND
LEUKEMIA (2004): Documentaries on how groundWork and the South
Durban Community Environmental Alliance challenged the lack of
information on pollution caused by the oil refineries in South Durban, by
both bucket air samples and leukaemia sampling in a site where the disease
is 24 times worse than the national average
CCS ENERGY SERIES: TROUBLE IN THE AIR (2005, .pdf)
WORKSHIP ON THE WORLD SOCIAL FORUM:
• PROGRAMME AND BACKGROUND
• WORKSHOP VIDEO HIGHLIGHTS
CCS LIBRARIES:
• LINKS TO THE CENTRE’S ONLINE PUBLICATIONS
• CCS PUBLICATIONS
DVD #2: NEW SOCIAL MOBILISATIONS
DURBAN:
• INKANI (SHANNON WALSH AND HEINRICH BOHMKE 2006) :
Built from new and archival footage, Inkani traces the growing resistance
of poor communities over the last seven years in Durban, including the
violent evictions in Bayview, the Ten Rand march, the Marcel King shooting
and the Abahlali baseMjondolo marches and victories
• UNIVERSITY OF KWAZULU-NATAL ON STRIKE (FAZEL KHAN
2006): The nine-day February 2006 strike by a united group of four trade
unions, students and communities showed that the neoliberal restructuring
of South Africa’s largest contact university can be rolled back
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• KENNEDY ROAD AND THE COUNCILLOR (AOIBHEANN
O’SULLIVAN 2005): This video documents strained relations between
shackdweller leaders and their local ANC ward councilor, Yacoob Baig, and
the limits of merely handing over memorandums
• BREYANI AND THE COUNCILLOR (SALLY GILES AND FAZEL
KHAN 2005): Another critique of Baig’s modus operandi
• MARCEL KING IS DEAD (HEINRICH BOHMKE 2004): A story of
a 17 year old boy shot dead by Durban Municipality security guards
disconnecting electricity, movingly told by his mother
• WORLD CONFERENCE AGAINST RACISM (BEN CASHDAN 2001):
The official film of the NGO alternative summit to the WCAR in September
2001, revealing its fatal flaws and rising grassroots resistance
• CHATSWORTH: STRUGGLE FOR SHELTER (BEN CASHDAN 2000):
34 years after a Durban community suffered apartheid forced removals, the
ANC municipal government subjects same families to mass evictions
NATIONAL:
• STATUS QUO (AOIBHEANN O’SULLIVAN 2005) : A pastiche of
activism and repression, to the urgent strains of the Kalahari Surfers
• DELAYING THE INEVITABLE: EVICTIONS AND THE TAFELSIG
ANTI-EVICTIONS COMMITTEE (AOIBHEANN O’SULLIVAN 2005):
Ashraf Cassim and other members of the Tafelsig AEC use a loophole in SA
law to stall and reverse housing evictions in the Western Cape
• NEW STATE OF EMERGENCY (BEN CASHDAN 2004): Overview of
the emerging social movement challenge to inequality and state repression,
2000-04
• I AM A REBEL: DENNIS BRUTUS (VINCENT MOLOI AND BEN
CASHDAN 2004): A film biographer of anti-apartheid poet and sports
campaigner Brutus, through the eyes of young Soweto filmmaker Moloi
• WE ARE THE POORS (MICHELE CITONI 2002): The World Summit on
Sustainable Development drew strong critiques from the emerging independent
left, as well as from ordinary South Africans
• JUBILEE SOUTH AFRICA (BEN CASHDAN 2002): The case for
reparations against multinational banks and corporations which supported
apartheid
• WHITE GOLD (BEN CASHDAN 2001): Alexandra township activists
challenge the largest dam project in Africa, which pushed water prices beyond
the reach of Johannesburg’s poor and threatens Lesotho’s environment
• TWO TREVORS GO TO WASHINGTON (BEN CASHDAN 2000): Soweto
firebrand Trevor Ngwane confronts the chair of the IMF/World Bank board of
governors (and SA finance minister) Trevor Manuel
• APARTHEID DID NOT DIE (JOHN PILGER 1998): The seminal film
critique of post-apartheid South Africa, by legendary journalist Pilger
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CCS Outreach Film/Discussion Series, 2006
• Numerous screenings of new videos produced by CCS associated
Aoibheann O’Sullivan, including profiles of unemployed workers, the
debate over Bisasar Road dump and carbon trading, and anti-neoliberal
activism;
• numerous screenings of a new film by Shannon Walsh and Heinrich
Boehmke of CCS, Inkani, which traces growing resistance of poor
communities over the last seven years in Durban, including the violent
evictions in Bayview, the Ten Rand march, the Marcel King shooting and
the Abahlali baseMjondolo marches and victories;
• ‘Aristide and the Endless Revolution’ and discussion with Sasha
Kramer (Stanford University), CCS, 2 March
• ‘Rosa Luxemburg’ and discussion with Arndt Hopfmann (RLS), CCS, 3
March
• ‘Shocking and Awful’ (on the Iraq War) and discussion with filmmaker
DeeDee Halleck (University of California/San Diego), CCS, 13 March
• ‘Apartheid Gold and Reparations’ (a Ben Cashdan documentary) and
discussion with Edenic People as part of the KwaMashu film seminar, ENkanyisweni Hall, 20 May
• ‘Inkani’ and discussion with Emaus community organisations, New
Emaus Community Hall, 2 July
• ‘Abasebenzei e-Wyatt Road’ and discussion with co-filmmaker
Ntokozo Mthembu, for National African Congress of Trade Unions,
Workers College, 20 July
• ‘Inkani’ and discussion at UKZN Westville Campus, 18 August
• ‘Globalisation and Africa: Which Side are We On?’ and discussion,
Adams Mission Public Library, with Ujamaa Centre, 13 September
• ‘Inkani’ and discussion with Abasha Youth Organisations, Inanda
Newtown A, 18 September
• ‘Globalisation and Africa: Which Side are We On?’ (a Ben Cashdan
documentary) and discussion, Mamdani Church Leaders workshop with
Ujamaa Centre, 10-11 October

3.2 HAROLD WOLPE LECTURES
The following were the seven presentations in the 2006 Harold Wolpe
series, attended by more than 200 people each:
• Pregs Govender, independent: ‘The Gender Implications of the
Zuma Rape Trial’, 18 May
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• Peter McLaren, University of California/Los Angeles: ‘Freire’s
Critical Pedagogy and Contemporary Liberation Struggles’, 25 May
• Sbu Zikode, Kennedy Road: ‘The Greatest Threat to Future
Stability to South Africa vs the Greatest Strength of Abahlali base
Mjondolo SA Shackdwellers Movement’, 30 June
• Ashwin Desai: ‘Vans, Autos, Kombis and the Drivers of Social
Movements’, 28 July
• Phyllis Bennis, Institute for Policy Studies: ‘Wars in the Middle
East: what Citizens Movements can Do,’ 24 August
• Njongonkulu Ndungane, Anglican Archbishop of Cape Town:
‘A Call to Leadership: the Role of Africans in the Development
Agenda’, 30 November
• George Galloway, UK Member of Parliament, Respect Party:
‘The Iraqi War and the Responsibilities of Resistance’, 14 December
In addition, on February 28 a special day was devoted to Wolpe’s
political economic legacy, with subsequent publications in the Review
of African Political Economy and Africanus, as noted above. Also on
February 28, CCS launched the select collection of 2002-05 Wolpe
lectures edited by Amanda Alexander, Articulations. We are very grateful
to the Wolpe Trust for the opportunity to learn from and celebrate the
legacy of Harold Wolpe, who always emphasised intellectual rigour,
and whose ideas cut across the competing political traditions associated
with social justice.

3.3 ACADEMIC SEMINARS
The CCS seminar, coordinated by Sufian Bukurura, met 23 times during
2006, with between 15 and 50 participants at each session:
• Peter Rachleff, Macalester College: ‘Labour Strategy in the US
and South Africa’, 16 January
• Joel Kovel, Bard College and CCS visiting scholar: ‘From
Ecological Crisis to Socialism’, 24 March
• Einar Braathen, Norwegian Institute for Urban and Regional
Research: ‘The Local Politics of Conflict: The Transformation of a
Township in Durban/eThekwini’, 28 March
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• Shannon Walsh, McGill University: ‘Facing the Truth: Visual
Methodologies for Social Change in Khayelitsha and Atlantis’, 18
April
• Timothy Sizwe Phakathi, Oxford University: ‘Self-Directed
Work Teams in a Post-Apartheid Gold Mine: Perspectives from the
Rockface’, 28 April
• Robin Turner, Univ. of California/Berkeley Politics:
‘Recognising and Eradicating Racism in Environmental Commons:
The Environmental Justice Movement, White Privilege and
Commons Scholarship’, 12 May
• Peter McLaren and Nathalia Jaramillo, UCLA and Noah de
Lissovoy, Univ. of Texas: ‘The Method of Critical Pedagogy’, 24 May
• Lubna Nadvi, UKZN Politics: ‘Militant Islam as a Political
Strategy: Challenges and Perspectives’, 26 May
• Michael Neocosmos, Univ. of Pretoria Sociology: ‘Development,
Social Citizenship and Human Rights: Rethinking the Political Core
of an Emancipatory Project in Africa’, 2 June
• Alex Beresford, CCS visiting scholar: ‘What Resistance means
to Labour Movements and Local Social Movements in Durban:
Towards Solidarity or Fragmentation?’, 9 June
• Femi Aborisade, CCS visiting scholar, ‘Labour and SocioEconomic Rights Development and Nigeria’s Commercialisation
and Privatisation Policy: A Descriptive Appraisal’, 20 July
• Nisha Thapliyal, CCS visiting scholar: ‘Education, Civil Society,
and Social Change: A Case Study of a Brazilian Social Movement’,
20 July
• Jan Mogaladi, CCS visiting scholar: ‘Social Mobilisation,
Constitutional Regime and Democratic Consolidation: The Case of
South African Social Movements’, 20 July
• Håkan Thörn, Göteborg Univ. Sociology, ‘Anti-Apartheid and
the Emergence of a Global Civil Society’, 1 August
• Phil Greenham, Body Positive Northwest: ‘Empowerment and
Service Provision for the Community in the Support and Prevention
of HIV: 20 Years of Grassroots Experiences from the Greater
Manchester, England’, 2 August
• Jeff Purcell, CCS visiting scholar: ‘Keeping Stolen Land’, 11
August
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• Sammy Adelman, Warwick Univ. Law School: ‘Post-modern
Sovereignty and the Legitimacy of Human Rights’, 18 August
• Kerry Chance, CCS visiting scholar: ‘The Cut Off’, 25 August
• Horman Chitonge, CCS doctoral student, ‘Commercialisation
of Urban Water in Zambia: Origins, Dynamics and Challenges’, 10
October
• Max Andrucki, CCS visiting scholar, ‘Circuits of Whiteness:
Civil Society and the Emotional Geographies of Return Migration to
South Africa’, 13 October
• Sylvia Kaye, UKZN Conflict Resolution and Peace Studies,
‘Spiritual Solutions to Economic Problems’, 10 November
• Sufian Bukurura, CCS, ‘Hosting World Cup Finals 2010:
Shouldn’t the Public have been Consulted?’, 24 November
• Carl Death, CCS Visiting scholar, ‘Environmental Movements
and Progressive Politics in South Africa’, 10 December
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4. TEACHING AND TRAINING
4.1 TEACHING WITHIN UKZN
In 2006, Richard Ballard taught two courses within the School of
Development Studies masters programme, on Civil Society and
Development and on Writing Skills, while Patrick Bond taught
Economics of Development. With Richard’s departure, Sufian Bukurura
and Dennis Brutus have taken over the civil society course for 2007,
while Patrick moves to teaching The Political Economy of the Welfare
State.
The Centre also provided four students and two major lectures by
Patrick Bond to a January-April internet-based course cohosted by York
University Department of Political Science in Toronto and the Training
and Research Support Centre in Harare, entitled ‘Civil Society and the
State in Africa’. The course examined contemporary civil society-State
relations in sub-Saharan Africa, and considers the role of domestic and
regional social forces in the context of social policy-making by national
governments and international political and economic institutions. A
key aim is use of web technology to provide opportunities for intensive
contact and collective, mutually-beneficial research among students in
Canada and Africa.
Our training of post-doctoral students proceded, with thesis
proposal approval granted to one doctoral candidate and three research
masters students by the UKZN Higher Degrees Committee during 2006:
• Horman Chitonge: ‘Exploring the Challenges of Implementing
a Right-Based Development: The Case of the Right to Water in PeriUrban Zambia’ (supported by the Norwegian government, RLF and
Mellon Foundation)
• Rehana Dada: ‘Climate Change Adaptation and Mitigation in
South Africa: An Assessment of the Strength and Effectiveness of
Civil Society Involvement in Developing Strategies and Actions’
(supported by SANPAD)
• Prishani Naidoo: ‘Histories In The Present: Investigating
Indigency and “The Poor/s” as Silencing and Liberatory Discourses
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in Struggles for Free Basic Services in Orange Farm, Johannesburg’
(supported by SANPAD)
• Ahmed Veriava: ‘The Restructuring of Basic Service Delivery in
Soweto: Life Strategies and the Problem of Primitive Accumulation’
(supported by SANPAD)
Several potential doctoral students – Femi Aborisade, Baruti Amisi,
Richard Kamidza, Simphiwe Nojiyeza, Annsilla Nyar, Belmiro Rodolfo
and Kaya Somgqeza – began the dissertation proposal stage of their
studies.
In addition, Centre staff served several other universities with
occasional voluntary post-graduate supervision and examination
support: York University Department of Political Science, Toronto;
Gyeongsang National University Institute of Social Sciences, Jinju,
South Korea; Chulalongkorn University Focus on the Global South,
Bangkok, Thailand; and the University of Mauritius Social Development
Department.
Civil Society and Development
For the last decade and a half, the notion of civil society has been holding
central sway in official, academic and popular discourses about development,
democracy and governance in the world. Although this notion, in
various guises and interpretations, has been part of Western political and
philosophical thought almost since antiquity, it has seen a spectacular revival
since the end of the Cold War and the various transitions to democracy in
countries in Latin-America and Eastern and Central Europe [and South
Africa in the early nineties] that accompanied that event. In most instances,
it was widely recognised that a broad body of non-state actors/ agencies,
subsequently lumped under the term civil society, played a key role in
transitions to democracy.
Hence, in a world newly shorn of its old theoretical and ideological
certainties, the old theoretical notion of civil society was revived and imbued
with a range of new meanings, interpretations and expectations. It moved
rapidly from academic discourse to widespread popular use, across a wide
ideological spectrum, becoming, for some time, the new panacea for promoting
democracy, ‘good governance’ and development in the world. In retrospect,
there were clearly deeper/ underlying ideological, political and economic
causes that lead to the widespread promotion of this notion – most of them
tied up with a new emerging world order, based on the notion of liberal
democracy and the supremacy of the market. The course will explore these
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and other new developments, both in international and country contexts, and
look at the challenges and the increasingly stark choices facing civil society
organisations (CSOs) worldwide. It will also look the newer/ emerging
phenomenon of global civil society, which is increasingly challenging the
underlying assumptions and practices of the ‘new world order’.
Seminar 1: Introducing Contemporary Struggles in South Africa
Desai, A., (2002) We are the Poors – Community Struggles in Post-Apartheid South
Africa. Monthly Review Press 7-14; 116-139
Seminar 2: The Recent Evolution of Civil Society in South Africa
Habib, A. and Taylor, R., (2001) South Africa: Anti-Apartheid NGOs in Transition,
in Anheier, H.K. and Kendall, J., Third Sector Policy at the Crossroads – An
International Non-Profit Analysis. Routledge, London and New York. 218-227
Heller, Patrick (2001) ‘Moving the State: The Politics of Democratic
Decentralisation in Kerala, South Africa, and Porto Alegre’ Politics and
Society. 29(1) 131-163
Zuern, Elke (2006) ‘Elusive Boundaries: SANCO, the ANC and the PostApartheid South African State’ in Ballard, Richard; Adam Habib and
Imraan Valodia (eds) Voices of Protest: Social Movements in Post-Apartheid
South Africa. Pietermaritzburg: University of KwaZulu-Natal Press. 179-201
Seminar 3: Social Movements in South Africa
Barchiesi, Franco (2004) Classes, Multitudes and the Politics of Community
Movements in Post-apartheid South Africa. CCS Research report No. 20
Greenstein, Ran (2003) ‘Civil Society, Social Movements and Power in South
Africa’ unpublished RAU Sociology seminar paper
Friedman, Steven and Mottair, Shauna (2006) ‘Seeking the High Ground:
The Treatment Action Campaign and the Politics of Morality’ in Ballard,
Richard; Adam Habib and Imraan Valodia (eds) Voices of Protest: Social
Movements in Post-Apartheid South Africa. Pietermaritzburg: University of
KwaZulu-Natal Press. 23-43
Seminar 4: Theories and Interpretations: From Societas Civilis to Global
Civil Society
Cohen, J.L., and Arato, A., (2003) ‘Civil Society and Political Theory’, in Foley, M.
W., and Hodgkinson, V.A, (eds.), The Civil Society Reader. University Press
of New England. Tufts/UPNE. 270-291. (chapter originally published 1992)
Kaldor, M, (2003) Global Civil Society – An Answer to War. Polity Press,
Cambridge. Chapter 1: Five Meanings of Global Civil Society, 1-14. Chapter 3,
The Ideas of 1989: The Origins of the Concept of Global Civil Society, 50-77
Meiksins Wood, E., (1990) The Uses and Abuses of ‘Civil Society’, in Socialist
Register 1990. Merlin Press, London.
Seminar 5: NGOs – Great Expectations?
Commins, Stephen (2000) NGOs: Ladles in the Global Soup Kitchen?, in Eade, D.
(Series Editor), Development, NGOs, and Civil Society. Oxfam GM. 70 – 74.
Hilhorst, Dorothea (2003) The Real World of NGOs – Discourses, Diversity and
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Development. Zed Books, London, New York. Chapter 10, Conclusion: NGO
Everyday Politics. 213 – 226.
Pearce, J., (2000) Development, NGOs, and Civil Society: The Debate and its Future,
in Eade, D. (Series Editor), Development, NGOs, and Civil Society. Oxfam
GM. 15 – 43.
Petras, J. and Veltmeyer, H., 2001, Globalisation Unmasked – Imperialism in the
21st Century. Fernwood Publishing/ Zed Books. Chapter 8, NGOs in the
Service of Imperialism. 128 – 138.
Seminar 6: The Rise of New Social Movements – A Counterbalancing
Force?
Cohen, R., and Rai, S.M, (2002) Global Social Movements – Towards a
Cosmopolitan Politics, in Cohen, R., and Rai, S.M, (eds) Global Social
Movements. Transaction Publishers, New Jersey. 1-17
Della Porta, D. and Diani, M., (1999) Social Movements: An Introduction.
Blackwell Publishing Ltd. 1-57
Kaldor, M, (2003) Global Civil Society – An Answer to War. Polity Press,
Cambridge. (CH4 78-108)
Seminar 7: New Understandings of the Site and Politics of Struggle
Burawoy, Michael (2003) ‘For a Sociological Marxism: The Complementary
Convergence of Antonio Gransci and Karl Polanyi’ in Politics and Society.
Vol. 31, no. 2, 193-261
Harvey, David (2003) The New Imperialism. Oxford: Oxford University Press
137-212
Seminar 8: Globalisation and Global Civil Society
Anheier, H., Glasius, M., and Kaldor, M. (2001) Introducing Global Civil Society,
in Anheier, H., Glasius, M., and Kaldor, M. (eds), Global Civil Society 2001.
Oxford University Press. 3-22
Keane, J. (2001) Global Civil Society, in Anheier, H., Glasius, M., and Kaldor, M.
(eds), Global Civil Society 2001. Oxford University Press. 23-47
Stiglitz, J. (2002) Globalisation and Its Discontents. Allen Lane, Penguin Press.
Chapter 1, The Promise of Global Institutions, 3 – 22
Taylor, Rupert (2004) ‘Interpreting Global Civil Society’ in Taylor, Rupert (ed)
Creating A Better World: Interpreting Global Civil Society. Bloomfield, CT:
Kumarian Press
Seminar 9: State-Civil Society Relations in Postcolonial Africa
Gibson, Nigel (2003) Fanon: the Postcolonial Imagination. Cambridge, UK: Polity
126-175
Fanon, Frantz (1967) The Wretched of the Earth. Harmondsworth, UK: Penguin
Books 119-164
Neocosmos, Michael (no date) ‘The Contradictory Position of ‘Tradition’ In
African Nationalist Discourse: Some analytical and political reflections’
Draft paper.
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4.2 STUDENT-COMMUNITY COURSE ON DEVELOPMENT ADVOCACY
A course and workshop on development advocacy for students and
Durban community leaders was offered from 10-13 April and again
from 1-4 November, cosponsored by the Vermont-based School for
International Training. In addition to a half-dozen students, ten
community activists took part for the whole 24 hour course, whose
lecturers were drawn from CCS staff and visiting scholars.

4.3 MASTERS-LEVEL COURSE ON ECONOMIC JUSTICE ADVOCACY
In December, Patrick Bond and Dennis Brutus traveled to Zomba in
the Malawi mountains to meet two dozen ActionAid staff, for the first
of a series of Economic Justice Advocacy courses that will be offered
by CCS in conjunction with allied institutions across Africa in coming
years. Tailored to the needs of specific institutions and with a future
focus on civil society contestation of resource extraction (e.g. uranium
in Malawi), the course takes as required reading a helpful primer on
development economics by Ha-Joon Chang of Cambridge and Ilene
Grabel of Denver, as well as material by Patrick and Dennis and other
analysts such as Dodzi Tsikata and Joanna Kerr.
Economic Justice Advocacy
December 17: Evening Introduction Session, 7-10pm
Poetry with Dennis Brutus
December 18: Introduction to Global Political Economy and Lineages of
Economics - Subject, Methods and Disagreements
The course starts with a survey of economic processes that have dominated
the world, especially the Third World, during the last three decades. The
particular situation that Africa faces in the world economy will be a focus
of interest in the wake of the 2005 global governance, debt relief, trade
liberalisation and aid reform efforts. A survey of major global economic
ideologies and institutions will also set the stage for further detailed analysis
of the Economics discipline. This will cover the subject matter of Economics,
the key questions explored by Economics, the language of Economics and
some of the key controversies, in part using the ideas and lives of the main
proponents of different schools of thought, tracing back two and a quarter
centuries. Specific debates over microeconomic processes are highlighted.
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Dennis Brutus will add dimensions of global economic justice advocacy
based on analysis in Poetry and Protest.
Readings:
Chang and Grabel

Reclaiming Development, Part One

Bond

Looting Africa: The Economics of
Exploitation, Ch. Two

Brutus

Poetry and Protest, pp.294-362

December 19: Macroeconomic Concepts and Development
The course next surveys frameworks for understanding the structure of the
macroeconomy, and how the state influences and shapes the economy. Examples
from African countries will be used, especially South Africa and Zimbabwe, and
participants will be expected to contribute ideas about macroeconomic processes
in their own countries. Aspects of trade, finance, investment and labour markets
are considered. The primary aim is to establish the extent to which conventional
wisdom in the economics discipline and policy environment correlates to theory
and evidence. Additional material will be drawn from the CD, particularly
relating to macroeconomic problems in the students’ home countries.
Readings:
Chang and Grabel

Reclaiming Development, Part One

Bond and Manyanya

Zimbabwe’s Plunge, Chapter Four

Bond

Elite Transition, Afterword

December 19 Evening: Dennis Brutus on Non-Violent Struggle
Dennis Brutus will lead discussion on Gandhi, Thoreau, King and other advocates
of non-violent social change.
December 20 am: Multilateral Institutions and Policy Space
The course turns to an introduction to multilateral economic institutions
– especially the Bretton Woods Institutions and WTO - and the problem of
introducing alternative policy frameworks in developing countries.
Readings:
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Chang and Grabel

Part Two, selections to be determined
by participants

Bond

Against Global Apartheid, Chapter Two

Bond

Looting Africa, Chapter Three

Bond

Fanon’s Warning, NEPAD and
annotated critique

Brutus

Poetry and Protest, pp.294-362
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December 20 pm: Gender and Environment in Economics
The debate over what kind of feminist economics will be visited, as will the cases
of ecological economics that are most relevant to Southern Africa: water access,
large dams, climate change and energy sources. Additional topics associated with
gender and environmental concerns will be pursued according to contemporary
events and participant interests, drawing from the CD collection of case material.
Readings:

Tsikata and Kerr

Demanding Dignity

Bond

Looting Africa, Chapter Four

Bond

Unsustainable South Africa, Chapter
One

December 21 am: Country Work and Advocacy Reports
The morning will be spent by participants in intense tutorial discussions, to
plan their Short Assignment argument. The afternoon will be spent discussing
advocacy, in particular analyses, strategies, tactics and alliances.
December 21 pm: Creative Writing and Social Justice
Dennis Brutus will share ideas, drawing upon Poetry and Protest poems.
December 22 am: Short Essay Completion, Report-backs, Edits
December 22 am: Aligning Analysis with Research
Discussions of ActionAid International’s new research methodologies, focusing
on the role of the International Monetary Fund in several African countries.
December 22 pm: Aligning Analysis with Policy Advocacy
Discussions of ActionAid International’s policy advocacy strategy, linking
economic analysis at macro and micro levels, and aligning with new social
protection programmes, using examples from campaigns for women’s rights,
food and hunger, governance, HIV/AIDS and education. Dennis Brutus will
discuss apartheid-era anti-racism campaigning and its relationship to new global
justice struggles.
Readings:
Bond

Looting Africa, Chapter Seven

Bond

Against Global Apartheid, Part Four

DECEMBER 23 AM: COURSE ASSESSMENT AND FOLLOW-UP COURSE
PLANS
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5. CENTRE OPERATIONS
5.1 THE CENTRE COMMUNITY
Due to the phase-shift from a large core start-up budget (2001-06) to one
based upon research projects, an unusually large turnover adversely
affected the Centre, but our colleagues continued their work, and
diverse areas of research emerged with new associates. Three new
staff joined in 2006: Associate Professor Sufian Bukurura as Research
Director and Ntokozo Mthembu as Outreach Officer (replacing Mandisi
Majavu, who relocated to Cape Town in February) and Molefi Ndlovu,
a Researcher who worked on the environmental justice project and
outreach.
In the second half of 2006 five research staff departed:
• Amanda Alexander joined the history PhD programme at Columbia
University, where she will continue studying South African social change
and race relations.
• Richard Ballard was offered a tenured senior lectureship at the UKZN
School of Development Studies.
• Raj Patel moved to the University of California/Berkeley African
Studies department.
• Richard Pithouse moved to the UKZN Philosophy Department to
pursue a pre-doctoral fellowship.
• Zoë Wilson continues her water research at the UKZN Pollution
Research Group and School for Development Studies.

We were also very grateful for the work by our Honorary Professors,
Adam Habib and Alan Fowler, who periodically visited CCS to offer
encouragement and play senior roles in various projects. The status of
our long-time Honorary Researcher Ashwin Desai remained subject to
legal dispute, with university authorities unwilling to renew his status
in spite of high-profile local and international support.
Finally, one of the great pleasures we have at the Centre is to host
visiting scholars. During 1996, these included:
• Mvuselelo Ngcoya, American University (January)
• Mandisa Mbali, Oxford University (January-February, NovemberDecember)
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• Joel Kovel, Bard College (January-March)
• Kea Gorden, University of California/Santa Barbara (JanuarySeptember)
• Shannon Walsh, McGill University (January-December)
• Alex Beresford, University of Edinburgh (May-June)
• Dennis Brutus, University of Pittsburgh (June-December)
• Heinrich Bohmke, independent lawyer/filmmaker (June-December)
• Jan Mogaladi, Stellenbosch Univ. (June-July)
• Femi Aborisade, Ibaden Polytechnic (June-July)
• Jeff Purcell, Cornell University (July-August)
• Nisha Thapliyal, University of Maryland (July-August)
• Kerry Chance, University of Chicago (July-August)
• Xin Wei Ngiam, Harvard University (August-September)
• Michael Neocosmos, University of Pretoria (October-November)
• Max Andrucki, University of Leeds (September-October)
• Carl Death, Aberystwyth (Wales) (November-December)
• Antonis Vradis, London School of Econmics (November-December)
• Amanda Alexander, Columbia University (December)

Aside from visitors, the CCS Community consisted of the following
people in January 2007, with (titles) and research interests:

Baruti Amisi (Grants
Manager and Doctoral Degree
Student): Refugees, Socioeconomic and environmental
justice, Globalisation and the
informal economy, and the
Democratic Republic of the
Congo
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Patrick Bond (Director):
Global and regional political
economy; Social, health and
environmental policy; Urban
development, housing and
municipal services; Financial
markets; International
and African geopolitics;
Zimbabwe; Social movements
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Dennis Brutus (Honorary
Professor designate): Poetry
and culture, sport, social
justice, non-violent civil
disobedience, global economy,
social movements

Sufian Bukurura (Research
Director): Human rights,
judiciary, African states and
civil society

Horman Chitonge (Doctoral
Degree Student): Human
rights, urban water services,
development

Rehana Dada (Research
Masters Degree Student):
Environment, including
hydrosystems and climate
change

Ashwin Desai (Honorary
Research Scholar awaiting
confirmation): Social
movements; South African
politics

John Devenish (Webmaster):
Social change activism

Alan Fowler (Honorary
Research Professor): Civil
society behaviour and
organisational development;
Civic leadership; International
aid; Democratisation and
public policy reform

Adam Habib (Honorary
Research Professor, CoDirector of the Social
Movements and Social Giving
Projects): Social movements;
Philanthropy; South African
politics

Lungile Keswa
(Administrative Clerk)

Ntokozo Mthembu
(Outreach officer): the
unemployed, community and
social movements
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Prishani Naidoo (Research
Masters Degree Student):
Social theory; social
movements; commodification/
decommodification

Molefi Ndlovu (Researcher):
Energy, environmental
justice, the World Social
Forum, social movements and
outreach

Trevor Ngwane (Research
Masters Degree Student):
Johannesburg civil society
reaction to municipal services
commercialisation

Annsilla Nyar (Manager of
the Social Giving Project):
Dynamics of peace and
conflict; Reconciliation,
conflict-prevention and peace
building; Role of foreign aid

Olusanya Osha (PostDoctoral Scholar):
Contemporary African
thought; African Studies;
Cultural studies; Literature;
Gender studies; African
sexualities; Popular culture

Helen Poonen (Senior
Administrator)

Amy Ramsamy (Finance
Administrator)

Virginia Setshedi (Research
Masters Degree Student):
Energy and telecommunications
advocacy networking across
Southern Africa

Ahmed Veriava (Research
Masters Degree Student):
Municipal politics and
services disconnections

In addition, two Community Scholars were invited in December 2006 to spend the first four
months of 2007 with the Centre: Orlean Naidoo and Dudu Khumalo.
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5.2 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
The driving forces behind the work described above include tremendous
civil society organisations and generous funders, especially our core
supporters Gerald Kraak at Atlantic Philanthropies and Russell Ally at the
C.S. Mott Foundation. We were also grateful for a set of project funders
who took an active interest: Tawanda Mutasah, Roshnee Narrandes and
Ashraf Patel from the Open Society Initiative of Southern Africa; Wole
Olalaye and Collins Magalasi from ActionAid; Mohamed Motala and
Marc Wegerif from Oxfam/Great Britain; Neville Gabriel and Barbara
Kalimi-Phiri from the Southern African Trust; Arndt Hopfmann and
Gerd Stephan from the Rosa Luxemburg Foundation; Anshu Padayachee
from the SA-Netherlands Research Programme for Alternatives in
Development; Andile Mngxitama and Yasmin Sooka from the Foundation
for Human Rights; Tlalane Teffo from the National Development Agency;
Jan Haakonsen of the Research Council of Norway and Hannekie Botha
of the National Research Foundation; and Anne-Marie Wolpe and Tracey
Bailey from the Harold Wolpe Trust.
In addition to informal collaboration of this sort, the Centre’s formal
advisors often play a decisive role. Our Centre Advisory Board met in
2006, and Trust for Community Outreach and Education director Mercia
Andrews, School of Development Studies director Julian May, AIDS
researcher/activist Xolani Tsalong and ActionAid International gender
coordinator Everjoice Win are especially thanked. Our management
committee consists of UKZN Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research) Ahmed
Bawa, Patrick Bond, Sufian Bukurura and Julian May. Finally, occasional
administrative support was provided very efficiently by Sibongile Khoza,
to whom we are grateful.
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5.3 CENTRE FINANCES
Income and Expenditure Report
For the period 1 January 2006 to 31 December 2006
R

R

Income

R
2,864,943.31

Income from Funders
Atlantic Philanthropies
CS Mott Foundation
Harold Wolpe Memorial Trust
SANPAD
Norwegian Research Fund
Southern African Trust
Open Society Initiative of Southern Africa
SAPSE 2005
SAPSE 2004

2,547,072.91
1,106,710.20
670,000.00
150,000.00
40,000.00
203,900.00
45,929.00
68,737.00
156,175.00
105,621.71
317,870.40

Interest
Interest 2006

317,870.40

Less: Operating Expenditure

5,047,155.58

Staff Costs
Salaries

1,889,955.62
1,889,955.62

Supplies & Services

1,777,407.70

Research
Research Grants Disbursed
Post/Doctoral Fellowship Grants Disbursed
Publications

830,485.28
301,705.00
137,683.24

Capital Expenditure
Office Equipment/Computers

109,918.74

1,269,873.52

109,918.74

Net Surplus/(Deficit) For The Period

2,182,212.27

Accumulated Balance As At 31 December 2005

8,157,070.72

Accumulated Balance At The End Of The Period

5,974,858.45

94

ANNUAL REPORT 2006

