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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 Seminar topic as posted

1.2 Is the Congo “the sick man” –
and why it is proper to blame men 
for Africa’s crises – of Africa?

1.3 Summary of armed conflicts 
since 1960: South Kasai, Katanga, 
popular insurrections for a “second 
independence,” Shaba Wars I and 
II, the First Congo War, the 
Second Congo War, the CNDP 
“rebellion,” the M23 “rebellion”

1.4 State weakness and foreign 
interference as major causes of this 
state of affairs



2. THE CONGO IN THE SOUTHERN AFRICA COMPLEX

2.1 What is the Southern Africa  Complex?

2.2 Congo’s integration in the Complex:

via the mining industry: Tanganyika Concessions share in U.M.H.K

via the transportation network: use of Angola, Mozambique and SA ports

via settler politics: Union Katangaise and its backers in Southern Africa

via SADC: importance of DRC resources (hydroelectric power, water, 

minerals, forests, etc.) and strategic location

2.3 Implications of this integration:

for national liberation: the counter-revolution against independence in the 

Congo and in Angola

for neoliberalism: South Africa as one of Washington’s sheriff deputies (P. 

Bond)

for people’s rights: growth without development is celebrated as Africa’s  

progress when entitlements  are disappearing and poverty growing





3. THE DRC AS A FAILED STATE

3. 1 The Leopoldian Regime: the State 
as Predator

3.2 Belgian Colonialism: the State as 
Bula Matari

3.3 The Mobutu Regime: a State of 
Kleptocrats

3.4 The Regimes of Laurent and Joseph 
Kabila: Rule by Opportunists and 
Adventurers

3.5 State Failure: Incapacity to fulfill the 
Fundamental Functions of the State –
order and security, resource 
mobilization and service delivery in the 
people’s interest



4. THE CHALLENGE OF THE CONGO

4.1 Frantz Fanon: If Africa were a 

revolver, the Congo would be its trigger

4.2 Jacques Foccart: As the largest 

country of Francophone Africa with 

considerable wealth in natural resources, 

the Congo has the potential of being a 

regional power; “France’s interest is 

evident.”

4.3 To play its emancipatory role with 

respect to Africa’s development, the 

DRC must recover its full sovereignty  

by ending external control through weak 

and non-patriotic elements of the 

political class.



5. SADC AND THE CONGO

5.1 Why did Zimbabwe and South Africa bring 
the DRC into SADC?

5.2 Why did South Africa oppose the entry of 
Angola, Namibia and Zimbabwe into the Second 
Congo War?

5.3 How do we explain South Africa’s leading 
role in Western-backed conflict resolution efforts 
in the Congo since the Outeniqua fiasco?

5.4 Do South Africa and SADC understand what 
is at stake in the DRC?

5.5 Is the Intervention Brigade  a belated effort to 
implement the Lusaka Accord  (1999) on 
destroying “negative forces,” or is it simply a 
“babysitting” operation, as RSA Minister of 
Defense Nosiviwe Mapisa-Nqakula has suggested?



6. WHAT ROLE FOR CIVIL SOCIETY SOLIDARITY?

6.1 Advocacy for the pan-African project of self-determination politically, self-

reliance economically, and pan-African solidarity for the success of the first two 

components of the project;

6.2 As critics of government policy and promoters of the project, civil society 

activists must heed Mariama Ba’s message for African intellectuals:

“In the task of building up a democratic African society freed from all forms of constraints, 

the writer has an important role as awakener of consciousness and guide, with the duty of 

reflecting the aspirations of all social classes, especially the most disadvantaged. To 

denounce the ills that plague our society and delay its full development, to assail archaic 

practices, customs, and mores that have nothing to do with our precious cultural heritage, 

this is the sacred mission that the writer must carry out , come hell or high water, with faith 

and perseverance.” (Cited in Keith L. Walker, Countermodernism and Francophone 

Literature Culture, Durham and London: Duke University Press, 1999, p. 3)



7. SEMINAR DISCUSSION

Thank you for your kind attention. Let’s talk.


