
2015
TRI CONTINENTAL FILM FESTIVAL

BRINGING FILMS TO THE PEOPLE

USING FILM TO 
PROMOTE HUMAN 
RIGHTS AND 
SOCIAL CHANGE



WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK OUR 
PARTNERS 

ENJOY THE TRAVELLING FESTIVAL!
Bloemfontein    13 August 
Johannesburg   19 - 22 August
Grahamstown  30 - 31 August (closed screenings)
Port Elizabeth   14 - 18 September
Cape Town 7 - 10 October
JHB & Pretoria 14 - 18 October
Durban 21- 24 October
Mbombela 4 - 5 November
Ermelo 6 - 7  November

For full details of screening dates and venues in your area, 
please check the website: 
www.tcff.org.za

Join us on facebook: tricontinentalfilmfestival  
Join us on twitter: #TCFF2015 #ImpactCinema



MESSAGE FROM THE TEAM

The festival takes a very different shape this year. 
Happening between August and November, we will be 
breaking out of shopping malls and travelling across 
the country to screen films in nine urban centres. 

The focus on youth and politics means many screenings 
will take place in youth clubs, schools and universities, 
as well as public screenings in independent cinemas 
and alternative spaces. 

South African films include Maanda Ntsandeni’s not to 
be missed Parole Camp, a fly on the wall tale of youth 
and crime and hope, and Ryley Grunenwald’s The Shore 
Break, a story of community resistance to titanium 
mining in Pondoland. 

Laura Fletcher’s African Pride traces a growing 
movement that is combatting hate crime and Craig 
Tanner’s March of the White Elephants, premiering at 
this festival, points a critical lens at the FIFA World Cup, 
from Brazil to South Africa.

International stories include topics of Climate 
Change (Yes Men Are Revolting), Syria (Red Lines) and 
democratic youth movements (Incorruptible).

Finally, Kim Longinotto has another film out. We’re a 
huge fan. Dreamcatcher is a beautiful film that we are 
proud to include because of this filmmaker’s ability to 
find characters that inspire all those who are fighting 
women’s oppression. 

Aluta continua! 
Anita, Zivia, Nhlanhla, Julie, Jabu, Duncan, Michele
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In politically unstable Zimbabwe, a new 
constitution is being put together by 
the ruling party of strongman Robert 
Mugabe and the divided opposition. 
Two men are tasked with a mammoth 
mission to consult Zimbabweans across 
the country. 

The unlikeliest of allies, Paul Mangwana 
of ZANU-PF and Douglas Mwonzora of 
opposition MDC-T, travel around the 
country holding mass meetings in what 
is supposed to be a highly democratic 
process of public consultation. But it 
will take a miracle to break down the 
rising tension between their parties and 
themselves, as they collaborate to find 
a solution to a growing political storm. 
Amidst death threats they soldier on, 
but will their mission be a success?

Awards: 
Tribeca: Best Documentary 

DocAviv Film Festival: Best 
International Film 

 CPH:DOX Award: Honorable 
Mention, CPH:DOX Award: Reel 
Talent Award

DEMOCRATS
Shona/English • 2014 • Denmark • 99 mins  
Director: Camilla Nielsson
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South Africa is hailed for its 
exemplary constitution, one that 
prohibits discrimination based 
on sexual orientation. But the 
reality on the ground for the LGBTI 
community is a far cry from the 
protection offered within the Bill 
of Rights. Virtually unchallenged 
homophobia has found violent 
expression in rising levels of 
assaults, rapes and murders. 
The only coherent resistance to 
these attacks is coming from the 
townships of South Africa, where 
visible pride marches and protests 
take place regularly. 
Each banner expresses the 
dissatisfaction of the lived realities 
of a marginalized community. How 
can the rule of law be used to 

discourage this brutal expression 
of homophobia? Is there political 
will to educate those who 
perpetrate these heinous crimes? 
African Pride tells the stories of 
those who bravely fight this battle 
for existence on a daily basis.

Awards: 
Galway film Fleadh: Human 
Rights Award 

Jaipur International Film Festival: 
Green Rose for Documentary with a 
Global Message

AFRICAN PRIDE
English • 2014 • South Africa/Ireland • 59 mins 
Director: Laura Fletcher 
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The March of the White Elephants 
debunks the conventional wisdom that 
staging a World Cup in compliance 
with the FIFA model delivers sustainable 
benefits to the population of the host 
country.  It reveals the real legacy 
of the FIFA World Cup - state of the 
art stadiums that were built to stage 
a four-week tournament will stand 
idle for decades to come, soaking up 
funds needed for health, housing and 
education.

Filmed primarily during the high-
energy protests against the FIFA 2014 
World Cup in Brazil, the story tracks 
a left-wing journalist who is upset 
about how his country has been 
abused. Through his eyes the film 
moves between the streets and the 

commentary of those close to the inner 
workings of the FIFA machine. 

In short, the film shows how FIFA 
prowls the globe, pocketing billions and 
leaving host countries with a legacy 
of empty stadiums and social distress. 
South Africa is not left out. In 2010, we 
hosted the World Cup. The March of 
the White Elephants takes us back to 
get direct testimony from South African 
social activists who make it clear that 
from their perspective FIFA is a modern 
day parasite abusing people’s love of 
the beautiful game.

World Premiere

THE MARCH OF THE WHITE ELEPHANTS
Portuguese/English with English Subtitles • 2015 • Brazil/ South Africa • 52 mins 
Director: Craig Tanner
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Each year in South Africa’s Cape Flats 
region, more than 1,000 youths are 
released from prison on parole back 
into their communities. Many of these 
parolees are likely to find themselves 
back in jail within a matter of weeks - 
unable to re-integrate or to avoid being 
caught up in the vicious circle of gangs, 
drugs and crime. 

Frustrated by the endless cycle of law 
breaking and incarceration, Solomon, 
a former prison warden, sets up 
the Realistic Prisoner Reintegration 
Programme, motivated by a desire to 
give parolees a second chance. Set in 
the rural seclusion of the Eastern Cape, 
Realistic sets out to teach parolees how 
strong they have to be to leave the 
attractions of a life of drugs and crime 

behind. The film puts forward a strong 
argument for restorative justice, not 
just for the parolees but for society as a 
whole.

PAROLE CAMP
English/Afrikaans • 2015 • 70 mins 
Director: Maanda Ntsandeni
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Since her teens, Brenda Myers-Powell 
worked as a prostitute. Addicted to 
drugs, she was forced to abandon 
her kids as her life spiraled into a 
nightmare. Now, 25 years on, every 
night Brenda drives around the dark 
streets of Chicago looking for working 
girls. When found, she offers them 
condoms as well as an opportunity to 
change their lives – just as she did. 

From acclaimed vérité filmmaker and 
cinematographer, Kim Longinotto, 
comes Dreamcatcher, an intimate 
portrait of Brenda: survivor, pillar of 
strength, inspiration and mother to the 
hundreds of young women and girls 
who want to end the perpetual cycle 
of neglect, violence and exploitation. 
Seeing those who stay in the shadows, 
and listening to the voices no one 

else wants to hear, Longinotto 
weaves a sensitive tapestry of love 
and understanding through Brenda’s 
unwavering and selfless care that 
contrasts against the hopelessness of 
a flawed system. Subtle and deeply 
moving, Dreamcatcher combines raw 
human experience with the elegant and 
simple realization that one person can 
make a difference.

South African Premiere

Awards: 
Sundance Film Festival: Directing 
Award

DREAMCATCHER
English • 2015 • UK/USA• Duration: 97 mins 
Director: Kim Longinotto
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The documentary CitizenFour is a rare 
glimpse into the history of the US 
surveillance state being “unmade” by 
Edward Snowden and three journalists 
who he agreed to meet in a hotel 
room in Hong Kong. Over eight days, 
Snowden talked the journalists through 
an uncounted number of leaked 
documents that exposed illegal mass 
surveillance schemes designed by the 
US National Security Agency and many 
of its allies across the world, which 
allowed them to snoop on almost every 
digital communication available. Within 
days the first stories appeared, setting 
off a chain reaction that would shake 
the US surveillance state to its very 
foundations.

It is story of how courageous acts of 
whistleblowing and an informed public 

can push back against injustice and 
abuse of power.

CitizenFour has a special relevance 
to South African audiences, given 
growing concerns of a local ‘rise 
of the securocrats’, and abuse of 
surveillance practices. Earlier this 
year, the Right2Know Campaign 
published a report on the surveillance 
of local activists and unionists. Several 
prominent investigative journalists have 
also found out their communications 
were being tapped by shadowy 
intelligence structures. 

These events are unfolding at a time 
when the political space in South Africa 
is increasingly contested, and engaged 
citizens are realizing more than ever the 
importance of the right to privacy as a 
political freedom.  

“Unlike a police truncheon or rubber 
bullet, surveillance leaves no bruises 
or broken bones, but it can be just as 
destructive.”

Awards: 
Academy Award 2015: Best 
Documentary 

BAFTA Awards: Best Documentary

Directors Guild of America: 
Outstanding Directorial Achievement in 
Documentary 

German Film Awards:  
Best Documentary

CITIZENFOUR
English • 2014 • USA •  114 mins 
Director: Laura Poitras
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Red Lines provides cinematic boots on 
the ground, offering a rare window 
into the Syrian conflict, taking us from 
the trenches to the halls of power 
worldwide and becoming, along the 
way, a searing exposé of an inhumane 
crisis. 

The film follows two young Syrian 
activists who organise when no one else 
will. Razan, a wealthy socialite turned 
revolutionary, coordinates a smuggling 
network for bringing in humanitarian 
aid and journalists into Syria. Damascus 
born Mouaz works his contacts in the 
West, becoming the primary source 
for intel from the opposition on the 
ground. 

While pleading their case abroad, the 
two navigate a minefield at home, 

facing agonizing decisions of who 
to aid and who to trust, all while 
hatching a Trojan plan to counter the 
extremists’ rise to power by creating 
one free, democratically run village and 
spreading from there. But when the 
Assad regime redoubles its attacks on 
civilians with tactical starvation, barrel 
bombs and even chemical warfare, 
hope for the entire region suffers 
crushing casualties. 

South African Premiere

Awards:
Woodstock Film Festival: Best 
Feature Documentary 

Tiburon Int Film Fest: Humanitarian 
Award  

IndieFest: Award of Excellence, 

Pixie Awards: Motion Graphics

RED LINES
English/Arabic, with English Subtitles • 2014 • USA • 99 mins 
Directors: Andrea Kalin and Oliver Lukacs
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In the Spring of 2011, Senegal was 
pitched into crisis when President 
Abdoulaye Wade decided to change 
the constitution to allow for a third 
term. An artist-led youth movement 
erupted to protect one of Africa’s oldest 
and most stable democracies.

In a country where 70% of the 
population is under 30 – like much of 
the global South – the Y’en a Marre 
(Enough is Enough) movement caught 
fire. After 12 years of corruption and 
nepotism, of high food and gasoline 
prices, of constant power outages, and 
schools shuttered because of striking 
teachers, the constitutional crisis had 
become the last straw for the people of 
Senegal.

Engaged with other youth movements 
around the world, Y’en a Marre learned 

hard lessons from the Arab Spring, 
and responded to the situation in 
Senegal by calling for the restoration of 
accountable representative democracy. 
In a time where democracy is under 
siege in many parts of the world, 
including South Africa, Incorruptible 
offers a positive, hopeful example while 
at the same time honestly examining 
the sustainability of a peoples’ 
movement, and the role that youth are 
taking in shaping the future of their 
own country. Featuring music superstar 
Youssou Ndour.

South African Premiere

Awards: 
Los Angeles Film Festival: Best 
Documentary (Nomination)

Festival Appearances: LA Film 
Festival 2015, Shefield Doc/Fest 2015

INCORRUPTIBLE
French with English Subtitles • 2015 • USA/Senegal • 94 mins 
Director: E. Chai Vasarhelyi
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2015 confirmed as the hottest year 
ever recorded

For the last 20 years, notorious activists 
the Yes Men have staged outrageous 
and hilarious hoaxes to draw 
international attention to corporate 
crimes against humanity and the 
environment. Armed with nothing but 
thrift-store suits and a lack of shame, 
these iconoclastic revolutionaries lie 
their way into business events and 
government functions to expose the 
dangers of letting greed run our world. 
In their third cinematic outing (after 
The Yes Men and The Yes Men Fix the 
World), they are now well into their 40s, 
and their mid-life crises are threatening 
to drive them out of activism forever 
– even as they prepare to take on the 
biggest challenge they’ve ever faced: 

climate change. More than the first 
two films, The Yes Men Are Revolting 
is as much a character study as it is an 
entertaining depiction of their latest 
interventions. Revealing the real people 
behind the ruses, at its heart lies a 
hopeful message about fighting for 
change.

South African Premiere

Awards: 
Berlin International Film Festival: 
Panorama Audience Award 2nd place

THE YES MEN ARE REVOLTING
English • 2014 • USA • 91 mins 
Director: Laura Nix
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In the Amadiba area, on South Africa’s 
stunning Wild Coast, the Pondo people 
have tended their traditional way of 
life for centuries. Nonhle, a young local 
eco-tour guide, is a staunch supporter 
of her people and the endangered 
environment on which their livelihood 
and culture depend.

Her cousin Madiba, a local entrepreneur 
and self-proclaimed modernizer, is 
fully supportive of a titanium-mining 
proposal and the government’s 
controversial plan to build a highway 
across their tribal ground. Tired of his 
community living without good access 
to employment, hospitals and schools, 
Madiba uses every backhanded method 
imaginable, scurrilously courting private 
capital and questionable government 
officials. While the South African 

President deposes the pro-environment 
Pondo Royal Family, Nonhle rallies 
inspiring support with little more than 
dogged determination.

Featuring arresting cinematography, 
beautiful sand animation and 
sensational original music, The Shore 
Break delivers both a visually and 
emotionally riveting fight to the finish.

 
Awards: 
International Environmental FF: Best 
Documentary  

Encounters: Audience Choice award  

IDFA: World View Award  

DIFF: Audience Award, Amnesty 
International Human Rights Award

THE SHORE BREAK
IsiXhosa/English with English Subtitles • 2014 • South Africa • 90 mins 
Director: Ryley Grunenwald



2015
TRI CONTINENTAL FILM FESTIVAL

The Agorá was a central area in Ancient 
Greece city-states, it was a gathering 
place, the heart of Democracy. 

Greece, a symbol for the European 
civilization because of its Ancient 
heritage, is experiencing conditions 
in post-war history that no European 
thought they would face again. 
Homeless people, soup kitchens, 
unemployment, poverty, an unsettled 
social situation, violent conflicts and the 
rise of the extreme-right. The dream of 
prosperity has turned into a nightmare 
and the political scene of the last four 
decades is crumbling.

Yorgos Avgeropoulos, an internationally 
acclaimed Greek documentary 
filmmaker, witnesses the fall. After 
13 years of ongoing reporting and 
documenting global issues around the 

world, he urgently turns his camera 
towards his homeland. He records 
the development of the crisis from its 
early stage, while tracing its impact 
on the lives of simple people from all 
social classes whom he observes over 
time. He witnesses popular protests 
in the streets, the development of 
solidarity movements as well as the 
rise of fascism, while at the same time 
he seeks answers from his country’s 
most significant political personalities, 
from insiders, analysts and key decision 
makers from the international political 
scene.

South African Premiere
Awards: 
LA Greek Film Festival: Best 
Documentary Award  

FIPA: Best Pitched Project Award 2014

AGORA: FROM DEMOCRACY TO THE MARKET
Greek/German/English with English Subtitles • 2015  Greece/Germany/Qatar • 90 mins  
Director: Yorgos Avgeropoulos



Welcome 
to the 
Hillbrow 
Theatre 
Project! 

“…I don’t have a 
disadvantage so nothing 
is holding me back and 
nothing will break or 
destroy my future.“ 
Albert Silindokuhle Khoza, 
former St Enda’s Drama 
group member

The Hillbrow Theatre Project offers after-school performance arts 
programmes to children and youth who live in Hillbrow or attend 
schools in Hillbrow and the inner city of Johannesburg. Performance 
training gives children confidence and builds the skills of public 
speaking, voice and acting.

Play is the work of children, and through play, acting and singing, 
children work through issues that they have to face on a daily 
basis. Drama demands empathy for different personalities, cultures, 
religions and ways of living, and allows children to learn and practice 
the skills of self-discipline, communication, tolerance and mutual 
respect.

Life in the inner city can expose people to xenophobia, landlord 
exploitation, drug abuse and violence and the Hillbrow Theatre 
Project provides a safe space where children and youth can explore 
these issues and others through plays and storytelling. Playmaking 
allows young people to explore and dramatise creative solutions, 
develop self-confidence and responsibility, and to unleash the power 
of their imagination.

A high point on our annual calendar is the Inner-City High Schools 
Drama Festival, which was initiated by the facilitators in 2005. 

“It is amazing how young people, given a chance, start to speak 
about who they are and where they come from; all of us found 
pieces that made us part of their lives.” Napo Masheane, director/
poet/writer, adjudicator for the Inner City Schools Drama Festival 
2011.

We run two open drama classes which are conducted in the 
afternoons and on Saturday mornings at the theatre. 

For more information visit www.facebook.com/
HillbrowTheatreProject or contact us at 011 7207011 or 
hillbrowtheatre@outreachfoundation.co.za.  
Also at www.outreachfoundation.co.za

“I learnt a lot of things that I 
never knew existed. I learnt 
how important it is for me to 
keep informing myself about 
ordinary things.” Kediboni 
Rasekuola, former St Enda’s 
Drama group member




