
Villagers protest land acquisition for Tiruvallur reservoir 
project 
26 Mar  

The Hindu, March 25 2014, Chennai: Amidst opposition from villagers, the Water 

Resources Department (WRD) is looking to expedite the creation of a reservoir in Thervoy 

Kandigai and Kannankottai villages in Tiruvallur district to store and supply water to Chennai. A 

major chunk of the necessary land has been acquired. 

With nearly 750 acres of patta lands handed over for the project, the WRD plans to start the 

major work of linking the two water bodies in Thervoy Kandigai and Kannankottai to form a 

reservoir. This would hold 1,000 million cubic feet of water when filled twice. 

The WRD and Tiruvallur district administration have been facing protests from the villagers, 

particularly in Kannankottai. Of the 800 acres of patta lands needed for the Rs. 330 crore project, 

nearly 600 acres fall in Kannankottai village. Last week, the department started the process of 

providing interim compensation to land owners in these villages, officials said. 

Residents said that many acres of lands have been already acquired for a reserve forest and the 

more acquisition would further affect their livelihood. K. Rangan, a resident of Kannankottai, 

said several farmers have cultivated paddy and are hesitant to surrender land. 

Residents, who staged a road roko a few days ago, were promised compensation by the district 

administration. “We are yet to decide on further action,” he said. Small and marginal farmers 

want alternative agricultural land in their village. 

Officials of the WRD said 571 land owners have been identified for providing compensation. Of 

this, about 130 land owners have approached the department for compensation in the last three 

days. 

Once the rules are framed by the State government, the land owners would be given more 

compensation based on the Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land Acquisition, 

Rehabilitation and Re-Settlement Act 2013. 

Officials said work was under way in a three-km stretch to create a 7-km-long canal to bring 

Krishna water from the Kandaleru Poondi canal to the reservoir. “We are also in the process of 

creating bund for a distance of 7.5 km,” said an official. 

Web: http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/villagers-protest-land-acquisition-for-

tiruvallur-reservoir-project/article5827528.ece 

To stand up against quarries, they stage 
sit-in 
 

Special Correspondent  



 

The Hindu Residents of Pallichal panchayat take out a rally before staging a sit-in in front of the 

panchayat office protesting against quarrying on Mookunnimala on Wednesday.  

Over 400 residents of the Pallichal grama panchayat on Wednesday staged a daylong sit-in in 
front of the panchayat office at Pallichal, demanding that the panchayat revoke the quarrying 
licences that were renewed this week for five quarries and two crusher units in the area.  

The residents, who had staged a protest and submitted a memorandum on March 7 
demanding that the licences of these units not be renewed, citing environmental and health 
hazards caused by the quarrying and allied activities on Mookunnimala, were furious that 
their demands were ignored totally.  

Blockade of lorries  

They declared that from Thursday, they would not allow movement of lorries of the quarry or 
crusher units in their panchayat.  

The residents repeated their concerns over the unabated quarrying on the Mookunnimala, 
pointing out that apart from the blasting and other quarrying activities that were affecting the 
environment, the round-the-clock operation of hundreds of lorries through the panchayat was 
causing more than mere inconvenience to the locality.  

They alleged that when they submitted the memorandum to the panchayat authorities on 
March 7, they had replied in writing that they were convinced of the issues and that they 
would approach the District Collector to initiate necessary measures. Despite that assurance, 
the licences were renewed, which forced them to stage the protest on Wednesday.  



Several environmental activists from various organisations declared their support to the 
campaign taken up by the residents of Pallichal and participated in the protest.  

Keywords: Pallichal grama panchayat, quarrying licences, quarrying in Kerala, quarrying 
lorries 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Thiruvananthapuram/to-stand-up-against-quarries-they-
stage-sitin/article5866213.ece 

 

Weavers to let their votes speak  
Balaramapuram weavers protest against neglect 

A collective of the weavers in Balaramapuram and surrounding areas has decided to register 
their protest against the continued neglect by successive governments of their plight in the 
forthcoming elections. 

“We will not boycott the elections, a method that many other sections of the society are 
adopting to show their protest this time, but we will make our votes speak for ourselves,” was 
as clear as they would be about their mode of protest during a press conference here on 
Tuesday. 

K.G. Satheesh Kumar, the State secretary of the Kaithari Samrakshana Samithi, K. Rajan, 
coordinator of the National Handloom Weavers Federation, and G. Komalakumaran of the 
South Indian Weavers Federation, minced no words when they hit out at political parties, 
stating that over the years, despite the weavers sliding from misery to further deprivation, 
little had been done to help them. 

Keywords: Balaramapuram weavers, Kerala weavers, Kerala weaving industry 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/weavers-to-let-their-votes-
speak/article5866224.ece 

Brahmara Kootlu toll collection continues 
despite AAP protest 
Raghava M.  



 

The Hindu Toll rates at Brahmara Kootlu booth on Bangalore-Mangalore highway have been revised 

from Tuesday. Photo: H.S. Manjunath  

 

NHAI is seeking details if the toll hike is violation of poll code 

A day after the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) protested against toll collection at Brahmara 
Kootlu, the National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) continued to collect higher toll 
charges as notified on March 29.  

AAP activists led by party’s candidate forDakshina Kannada Lok Sabha constituency M.R. 
Vasudeva carried out a protest on Tuesday against the increase in rates at the toll gate 
between B.C. Road and Mangalore. The new rates had come into effect from Tuesday.  

As per the new rates, light motor vehicles (car, jeep, van) have to pay Rs. 25 (old rate Rs. 20) 
for one-way and Rs. 35 (Rs. 25) for the return journey. The fee for light commercial vehicles 
and mini buses will be Rs. 35 (Rs. 30) and Rs.55 (Rs. 40) respectively and for buses or trucks 
Rs. 75 (Rs. 60) and Rs. 115 (Rs. 90). The three axle commercial vehicles will be charged Rs. 
85 (Rs. 65) and Rs. 125 (Rs. 95) respectively.  

In a press release, AAP had claimed that the Deputy Commissioner A.B. Ibrahim had stayed 
the order on increasing the toll rates soon after it was brought to his notice by them. Mr. 
Vasudeva added that the toll rates were increased without giving prior notice to people. The 
government could not spring surprise on people, he said.  



AAP activist Rajan Shastri claimed that the Election Commission barred any changes to costs 
during elections and said that there were hidden motive for the increase. On Wednesday Mr. 
Ibrahim told reporters that he has sought details from the NHAI Project office about the 
March 29 notification about revised toll rates. Mr. Ibrahim said he has also asked the NHAI 
to stop collection of toll till completion of election.  

No change 
 
However NHAI Project Director Shriram Mishra confirmed the receipt of the order but said 
they are seeking details on whether it violated any poll code. “We are awaiting orders by the 
officer,” he said.  

Meanwhile toll is being collected as per the revised rate that was published in various 
newspapers on March 29. “This is a part of exercise done every year. The toll rates change on 
April 1. Elections do not come in the way of carrying out this exercise. Our bosses in Delhi 
have said the action is legal,” Mr. Mishra told The Hindu. There was no change in the rates 
and it was being collected as notified on March 29.  

In a press release, AAP said NHAI had ignored the orders of the Deputy Commissioner. It 
said NHAI had told AAP that since the toll increase was effective for all National Highways, 
Mangalore and Highway 48 could not be treated as an exception. AAP said toll was being 
collected though sections of the road had not been completed and even the quality of work 
was not satisfactory.  

The release quoted Mr. Vasudeva as saying, “In spite of the fact that the Deputy 
Commissioner has instructed the NHAI to roll back the toll increase, they have not complied. 
This gives us no other alternative but to take this issue to court”.  

Keywords: Aam Aadmi Party, National Highways Authority of India, Dakshina Kannada 
constituency, Lok Sabha elections 2014 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Mangalore/brahmara-kootlu-toll-collection-continues-
despite-aap-protest/article5865989.ece 

Students demand their pending degrees 
from IGNOU 
Frustrated students who have not received their degrees and certificates for many years 
despite having completed their course from Indira Gandhi National Open University 
protested outside the Vice-Chancellor’s office on Wednesday. There were claims that some 
of them were beaten up by the security guards and police personnel. 

“There were about 150 to 200 students who have been applying and coming for months and 
years now but have not yet received their degrees. They protested outside the Vice-
Chancellor’s office and were beaten up. Some of them sat outside the whole day and plan to 
sit out on Thursday also,” said a professor from the university not wishing to be named. 

There were some reports that Vice-Chancellor Mohammed Aslam had been heckled. “We do 
not know of any such thing,” said IGNOU spokesperson Ravi Mohan. 



http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-newdelhi/students-demand-their-
pending-degrees-from-ignou/article5865282.ece 

 

‘Bonded labourers’ of Athani to boycott 
polls 
Ads by Google 

Special Correspondent  

Protest against the State’s laxity in issuing letters of freedom 

At least 21 of the nearly 250 labourers who were in allegedly in bonded conditions in Athani 
taluk, have decided to boycott polling in protest against the failure of the State government, 
particularly the district administration, to issue them letters of freedom. 

Gurunath Basappa Kamble, one of the 21 labourers who have been provided shelter at an 
Anganwadi Kendra in the town after they allegedly escaped from the clutches of their 
landlords in Naganur P.K. village more than an year ago, said there were more 250 bonded 
labourers in Athani taluk alone as per a survey conducted by Jeevika (Jeeta Vimukti 
Karnataka) — a non-governmental organisation spearheading a struggle for freedom of 
bonded labourers in Karnataka that has been fighting against the bonded labour system in the 
State. 

Of these, 97 labourers were from Naganur P.K., and had submitted separate petitions to the 
Deputy Commissioner and District Magistrate of Belgaum, Chikkodi sub-divisional 
Magistrate and Assistant Commissioner, and Athani Tahsildar with a plea to issue them 
letters of freedom, besides proper rehabilitation. 

Initially, the police and Athani administration were unwilling to take cognisance of the 
practice of bonded labour system as some of the landlords were close relatives of a former 
minister and a BJP leader from Naganur. However, after repeated dharnas and continued 
struggle, the National Human Rights Commission took note of the practice and order an 
inquiry last year. 

Subsequently, after much delay, cases were registered against the landlords and they were 
presented before the sub-divisional magistrate at Chikkodi. 

He said the group of 21 labourers was small and might be inconsequential to the contestants 
for the ongoing Lok Sabha elections. However, they were forced to take such a decision to 
draw the attention of the government, the Election Commission and the Centre towards the 
delay on the part of the State government in issuing letters of freedom. A memorandum to 
this effect would be submitted to the election authorities on Wednesday evening or Thursday 
morning, he added. 

 

••••  Nearly 250 labourers are allegedly in bonded conditions in Athani taluk 



••••  Their pleas to the taluk and district authorities have yielded no results so far 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/bonded-labourers-of-athani-
to-boycott-polls/article5865378.ece 

MNREGA workers protest against non-
payment of wages 
Vishwa Kundapura  

 

MNREGA workers staging a protest in Kolar on Monday.— Photo: Vishwa Kundapura  

A large number of people from different villages in Kolar district did not celebrate Ugadi on 
Monday. They observed fast on the day as a part of their protest at Gandhi Park against the 
non-payment of wages due to them under the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment 
Act (MNREGA). 

The district unit of the Karnataka Prantha Raitha Sangha organised the protest against the 
authorities and people’s representatives for leaving the toiling people starving by not making 
timely payment of their wages for the work they had done under MNREGA. 

“The wage arrears amount to Rs. 12 crore in the district. Such a huge amount has not been 
disbursed to the workers for over two months in violation of the norms of the Act,” KPRS 
State vice-president G.C. Bayya Reddy said. 

“It’s better to drop Mahatma Gandhi’s name from the name of MNREGA because of the 
injustice being meted out to the workers employed under it,” he added. KPRS district 
president P.R. Suryanarayan, secretary T.M. Venkatesh and taluk leader Gangamma were 
among those who participated . 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/mnrega-workers-protest-
against-nonpayment-of-wages/article5860873.ece 

Farmers’ protest 
taff Reporter  



The dawn- to-dusk shut down call made by the farmers under the command areas of Lower 
Bhavani Project (LBP) at Naththakadayur town under Kangayam taluk evoked good response 
on Tuesday. 

The agitation was called by the farmers after they were upset over the non-release of water 
from Bhavani Sagar dam for raising gingelly. 

The shops in the town remained closed and the farmers staged a demonstration to highlight 
their demands. 

No response 

C. Nallasami, president of Lower Bhavani Farmers Welfare Association, told The Hindu the 
farmers resorted to the agitation only because that the frequent appeals made to the Public 
Works Department to release the water from Bhavani Sagar dam did not get any response 
despite the fact that the dam holds adequate water. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/farmers-
protest/article5860938.ece 

Karumbalai residents protest against 
irregular water supply 
Staff Reporter  

“We have not been supplied any water for the last five months” 

More than 50 residents of Sathyavani Muthu Nagar at Karumbalai (ward 43) here staged a 
protest near the Collectorate on Tuesday morning stating that their area did not get any water 
supply. 

Armed with empty pots and buckets, they said that they had not been getting regular water 
supply for the last five months. 

“While other parts of the area have been getting water supplied by the Corporation once in 
four days, we have not been supplied any water,” alleged S. Amulraj, a resident of the area. 

The area houses nearly 1,000 families, most of whom have been forced to buy water from 
private suppliers at high rates over the last five months, he claimed. 

The protesting residents also said that this was the first time that their area had faced a 
prolonged period of water shortage. “Most of the residents here are construction workers and 
daily-wage labourers who have been finding it very difficult for the last few months”, Mr. 
Amulraj said. 

They claimed that though they had submitted numerous petitions to the Collector and the 
Corporation, their grievances had not been redressed. “We cannot depend on groundwater 
either since many of our houses do not have deep borewells,” a resident said. Later they were 
sent away by officials from the district administration and two water tankers sent to the area 
immediately. 



“This is only a temporary measure. With summer fast approaching, officials should ensure 
that we get water through taps once in four days,” said K. Mariappan, a resident. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/karumbalai-residents-
protest-against-irregular-water-supply/article5861174.ece 

CHENNAI, April 1, 2014  

Nokia India workers stage protest 
Staff Reporter  

Nearly 2,000 workers from Nokia India’s Chennai plant — which employs close to 8,000 
people — took to the streets here on Monday, to raise awareness regarding their job 
insecurity and to demand protection for their livelihood. 

The Finnish handset maker is now involved in two separate tax disputes, one with the Centre 
and one with the Tamil Nadu Government. Tax authorities have frozen the company’s assets, 
which include the Chennai plant, until the dispute with the Centre is resolved. The plant, 
which needs to be transferred to software giant Microsoft before the end of April as part of 
the impending acquisition, faces, therefore, an uncertain future. 

If some of the workers do lose their jobs, which the management has indicated is a possibility 
due to the number of tax wrangles the company is currently fighting, then the question of re-
skilling themselves and finding new jobs comes into play. 

According to Saravana Kumar, Nokia India Employees Union President, much of the work 
done at the Nokia’s Chennai plant is unskilled work that involves no specialised skills that 
can be transferred to other industries. 

“The average age of the employees at the Chennai plant is around 25, with nearly 60 per cent 
of the workers being women. Some employees have joined just after finishing their basic 
schooling. How will they find jobs elsewhere… these skills are not transferable, it is just 
assembly work,” Mr. Kumar told this correspondent . 

“Most of the workers have been working here for the last eight years…it is too late for them 
to go to college . We want to make sure all the workers transfer to Microsoft as part of the 
acquisition and not left behind” he added. 

“A lot of us come from families that depended on weaving or farming for their livelihood. 
We have left that and depend on Nokia as our job at the plant is our biggest asset now. I don’t 
know what else we will ,” said P. Radhika, a 26 year old shop-floor worker. 

“Most plants in this area [Sriperumbudur] want workers in the age of 20-22 years. It will be 
difficult to go back to my family right now, they will be heartbroken,” she added. 

A Nokia India spokesperson said that the company had been in close contact with the union 
officials to ensure the health and well-being of all participating employees. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-business/nokia-india-workers-stage-
protest/article5856913.ece 



Poll boycott threats start pouring in 
Ahead of the election on April 10, threats of poll boycott have started to come up from 
different groups in districts of south Odisha. According to the officials managing the 
elections, most of these poll boycott calls are to highlight the old demands and during polling 
process, they may not have much impact. Apart from people’s organisations, the outlawed 
CPI (Maoist) organisation has given the boycott call. 

In Koraput district, Nuka Dora and Muka Dora community have threatened to stay away 
from poll, if they did not get promises on their demand to get recognised as tribals. Two tribal 
groups in Kandhamal district have also threatened to boycott in protest against the alleged 
lack of basic amenities. Residents of Gangabada panchayat in Gajapati district too have given 
a call over lack of development. 

Speaking to The Hindu , Sudhansu Padhi, adviser of Abahelita Dora Mahasangh , said in 
adjoining Andhra Pradesh, all sections of Dora community were considered tribals. But in 
Odisha, Konda Dora and Lanjia Dora community were called tribals while the other two 
communities were yet to get the legal status of tribals. Nuka Dora and Muka Dora families 
mostly live at Pottangi, Nandapur, and Semiligud areas of Pottangi Assembly segment under 
Koraput Lok Sabha constituency. 

In Kandhamal district, tribal voters of Bilabadi, Danga, Shraba, Mallikpada, Shamapaju, 
Birigada, and five other villages under Phulbani Assembly segment under Kandhamal Lok 
Sabha seat, have given poll boycott call with the allegation that the State government was not 
showing interest to solve basic problems in their area. Their demands include alleviation of 
problems pertaining to communication, education, medical facility, drinking water, and 
electricity. There are around 5,000 voters in the area. 

Similarly, around 5,000 voters in five tribal-dominated panchayats in Baliguda Assembly 
constituency have threatened to boycott alleging that till now, there has been no development 
in their area. 

In Gajapati distrct, the sarpanch of Gangabada panchayat has handed over a list of 10 
demands related to lack of basic amenities. 

On Monday, through an Odia audio clip, Maoists of Ghumusar, Nagavali, and Bansadhara 
divisions gave the call for boycott. Through this audio message, the ultras also gave bandh 
call in Koraput, Kandhamal, Rayagada, and Gajapati districts on the day of polling. 
According to police, like past elections this bandh call by Maoists would have little impact on 
the voters. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-otherstates/poll-boycott-threats-start-
pouring-in/article5857335.ece 

Workers under job scheme to protest non-
payment of wages 
Vishwa Kundapura  



    

There may not be any Ugadi revelry for hundreds of families in Kolar district as they are yet 
to get wages for their work under the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment 
Guarantee Act. 

While politicians are busy campaigning for the Lok Sabha elections, these people are likely 
to observe a ‘hungry Ugadi’ by performing hunger strike either at the residence of local MP 
and Union Minister K.H. Muniyappa or at Gandhi Park in the town. 

The wage arrears for workers under the job scheme in Kolar district for the last two months 
stood at Rs. 12 crore, Karnataka Prantha Raitha Sangha State unit vice-president G.C. Bayya 
Reddy told presspersons on Saturday. 

Violation  

This was a gross violation of the Act which stipulated payment of wages within two weeks of 
the culmination of the work, he said. 

The workers in Shapur, Thotli and Madanahalli grama panchayats are among those who have 
been deprived of wages. 

“The authorities have failed to honour their promise given on March 17 when the workers 
staged a protest outside the zilla panchayat office in connection with payment of wages,” he 
said. 

The wage arrears for job scheme workers in the State stands at Rs. 450 crore while it is Rs. 
300 crore in Andhra Pradesh. 

 

••••  Many workers in in Shapur, Thotli and Madanahalli grama panchayats not paid wages 

••••  The arrears for workers in Kolar district for the last two months stood at Rs. 12 crore 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/workers-under-job-scheme-
to-protest-nonpayment-of-wages/article5850037.ece 

Protest staged 
Staff Reporter  

Members of the Women’s Struggle Committee staged a demonstration here on Wednesday, 
demanding right to life and prevention of sexual harassment at workplaces. 

According to a press release, the speakers condemned the continuation of Gnanavaram as 
Principal of Tamil Nadu Theological Seminary who faces charges of sexual harassment. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/protest-
staged/article5850370.ece 



12 injured in mob attack on Congress 
office 

 

PTI Suspected workers of the Bundelkhand Adhikar Sena attack the Congress office in Lucknow on 

Friday.  

TOPICS 

Party men sees BJP hand in alleged protest against neglect of Bundelkhand 

in manifesto  

Hundreds of persons armed with lathis, iron rods and bricks attacked the Uttar Pradesh 
Congress Committee office in Mall Avenue here on Friday afternoon, causing grievous 
injuries to about a dozen party men and damage to property and vehicles there.  

The mob of 200-300 persons, who claimed to be volunteers of the “Bundelkhand Adhikar 
Sena,” was purportedly protesting short shrift given to the backward region in the Congress 
manifesto for the Lok Sabha elections. 

‘BJP behind attack’  

But several Congressmen, present at the time of violence, alleged that the attack was 
masterminded by the Bharatiya Janata Party. 

Over a dozen persons were arrested by the police. Two cars were also seized. Security was 
tightened at the PCC office after Praveen Kumar, Deputy Inspector- General, Range of 



Lucknow, inspected the premises. An FIR against unknown persons was registered with the 
DIG giving an assurance that a permanent force would be stationed at the PCC office. 

Prior to the attack, a text message was sent from an unnamed source to some newspersons 
around 2.20 p.m. It read: Congress ke ghoshna patra mein Bundelkhand ke andekhi ke virodh 
mein Bundelkhand Adhikar Sena ke hazaaron jawan Pradesh Congress Committee ka gherao 
karne pahunche (Thousands of Bundelkhand Adhikar Sena volunteers have gheraoed the 
Congress office in protest against Bundelkhand finding no mention in the Congress 
manifesto). 

According to Congressmen, who were taken by surprise, the mayhem lasted for about an hour 
before the police reached the spot.  

Congress spokesperson Dwijendra Tripathi, who suffered head injuries, told The Hindu that 
around 2.30 p.m. a mob of around 350 persons, mostly youth, wielding sticks and iron rods 
swooped down on the office and before any one could react, indulged in violence.  

PCC chief Nirmal Khatri, who rushed to the office on getting information about the incident, 
told reporters that around 2.15 p.m. he got a call from the former MP, Ganga Charan Rajput. 
Mr. Khatri said Mr. Rajput enquired about who were present in the office as his supporters 
wanted to submit a memorandum. 

Among the injured was Girija Shankar Awasthi of the Congress Sewa Dal.  

Keywords: Lok Sabha elections 2014, Congress office attack 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/12-injured-in-mob-attack-on-congress-
office/article5845520.ece 

Villagers stop 150 sand lorries 
People of Benakal village near Deodurg protested against the illegal sand mining around their 
village by stopping around 150 trucks that were transporting sand illegally extracted from 
nearby Krishna River on Friday. The villagers alleged that they had been complaining against 
the rampant illegal sand mining in the river near their village and the concerned officers had 
not taken any action. 

Roads destroyed 

They said that the roads of their village had been completely destroyed by the heavily loaded 
trucks. “Apart from the roads, the water pipes that were laid down for supplying drinking 
water to the village and also for irrigation purposes have also been damaged everywhere 
because of the heavy movement of sand-trucks. 

‘Authorities apathetic’  

Since our repeated complaints and requests to the authorities to stop the illegal sand mining 
went in vain, we ourselves have to stop the vehicles to register our resentment and protest,” 
they told the presspersons. They alleged that no officer had turned up to the spot despite their 
intimation of the protest well in advance. 



They firmly said that they would not let the lorries go till the Tahashildar or the concerned 
officer visited the spot and assure the villagers of strict action against the illegal miners. 

“Since the powerful politicians and influential personalities are behind the sand mining 
mafia, the district administration has not taken any action against the illegal mining. We 
won’t step back from protest till concrete action is taken,” they said. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/villagers-stop-150-sand-
lorries/article5846975.ece 

Bank of India functions paralysed due to 
strike  

 

The Hindu All India Bank Employees Association members staged protest at Bank of India in Chennai. 

Photo: K. V. Srinivasan  

All India Bank Employees’ Association extended support to the strike call.  

Several customers of Bank of India (BoI) were subjected to hardship on Friday as a section of 
workmen resorted to a two-day strike across the country on various issues. 

The customers have to wait till Wednesday to carry out normal banking transactions such as 
depositing cash, getting demand drafts and knowing the status of their loans or opening new 
accounts, as some of the branches are closed on Sunday, Monday for Ugadi, and Tuesday for 
the new accounting year. 

Customers of other banks too will be affected as the branches will be closed for normal 
business transactions from Saturday afternoon onwards. However, some of the branches will 
be kept open on Sunday and Monday to receive Income Tax payments. 



According to sources, Friday’s strike paralysed BoI functions at 4,800 branches that has over 
three crore customers. In Tamil Nadu, BoI has 216 branches and 1,300 staff. However, some 
of the Association members flayed the BoI employees union for the timing of the strike.  

More than 26,000 workmen participated in the protests and demonstrations demanding the 
management to solve issues by recruiting clerks and armed guards to meet actual manning 
needs of bank branches; extending petrol expenses reimbursement, and health check-up 
facilities to workmen employees; initiating promotion process for subordinate staff; and 
stopping outsourcing beyond the provisions of bipartite settlement. 

All India Bank Employees’ Association extended its support to the strike call. The strike 
would continue on Saturday also. Addressing the protest meeting, AIBEA general secretary 
C.H. Venkatachalam said if the BoI management failed to resolve the issue amicably by 
mutual discussions, the AIBEA would be compelled to give a call for solidarity actions by all 
other bank employees. The management can easily implement these demands and financial 
implications would be about Rs.10 crore to Rs.15 crore. 

Keywords: Bank of India strike, banking transactions, strike call, bank strike 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/bank-of-india-functions-paralysed-due-to-
strike/article5844946.ece 

Officials’ refusal to issue caste certificates 
sparks off protest 
They did not consider Irulars as a Scheduled Tribe 

Members of the Tamil-speaking Irular community staged a protest under the aegis of Centre 
of Indian Trade Unions (CITU) in the city on Wednesday. 

They were opposing the alleged refusal of taluk-level officials in Shimoga and Bhadravati to 
consider them as a Scheduled Tribe. Addressing protesters, vice-president of CITU’s district 
unit S.B. Shivashankar said that the State government had listed the Irular community as a 
Scheduled Tribe. Members of the community, hailing from Tamil Nadu, have resided in 
Shimoga for 60 years, yet taluk-level officials have refused to recognise the community as 
being ST, and had denied them caste certificates. 

The officials have demanded that applicants bring certificates from Tamil Nadu to prove that 
they had migrated from there, he added. 

It is difficult to furnish proof of migration. Owing to official objections, meritorious youths 
from the community have been deprived of the benefits of reservation to secure government 
jobs and admission to institutes. 

Youths of the Tamil-speaking Bhovi community, which is also listed as a Scheduled Caste, 
are facing a similar problem, he said. 

Protesters submitted a memorandum to the Deputy Commissioner in this regard. 



http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/officials-refusal-to-issue-
caste-certificates-sparks-off-protest/article5837900.ece 

Police resort to mild lathicharge 
Tension prevailed in the IES Engineering College on Wednesday when police resorted to 
mild lathicharge to disperse a group of students who protested against the alleged “misdeeds” 
of the management. The protesters expressed solidarity with an indefinite strike at the college 
against the management. Eight policemen who had been posted on duty at the college 
blocked the protesters when they arrived at the college office demanding talks with the 
principal. The students hurled stones at the office. Window panes were shattered. A larger 
police force soon arrived and resorted to mild lathicharge to disperse the protesters. 

KUWJ protest 

The Kerala Union of Working Journalists has protested the alleged attack on two 
mediapersons at the IES Engineering College. In a statement here, the KUWJ said the 
mediapersons were assaulted by a few persons while covering a student protest in the college 
that turned violent. 

Blast at fireworks unit; none hurt 

An explosion ripped through a fireworks manufacturing unit at Vennur here on Wednesday. 
No casualty has been reported. The blast caused minor damage to five houses in the locality, 
the police said. The incident occurred at the unit, owned by Mekkonam Prajil, around 12.45 
p.m. Eighteen workers had been in the unit a few minutes before the blast. The explosion 
occurred after they left for lunch and Prajil closed the door. 

More In: KERALA | NATIONAL 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-kerala/police-resort-to-mild-
lathicharge/article5837989.ece 

Mizos protest voting rights for Brus 
    

A protest rally was taken out here on Monday against the decision of the Election 
Commission (EC) to allow Bru refugees lodged in six relief camps in Tripura to exercise 
their franchise in the April 9 election for the lone Lok Sabha seat in Mizoram through postal 
ballots. 

The agitators burnt copies of the Bru voters’ lists and the impugned instruction of the EC in 
front of the State election office. 

They passed a resolution demanding that the Bru refugees, who were refusing to return to 
Mizoram, not be allowed to vote for any election in the State and be enrolled in the electoral 
rolls in Tripura. 

They also urged all political parties not to canvass in the Tripura relief camps. 



The rally was organised by several social organisations and student bodies. — PTI 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/mizos-protest-voting-rights-for-
brus/article5828884.ece 

Locals protest against ‘illegal’ 
constructions on Bellandur lake 
  

‘Withdraw permission granted for land development projects’ 

A large number of residents of Koramangala, HSR Layout and Bellandur staged a protest at 
Agara here on Sunday against mega projects on the flood plains of Bellandur lake. 

The protesters claimed that two real estate developers were carrying out illegal construction 
on the lake area spread across 360 hectares. 

“We have been fighting against these constructions for the past several months and have even 
filed public interest litigation (PIL) petition. How can constructions come up on a wetland 
and a zone declared as sensitive? This will result in not just endangering the water body, but 
will also increase the traffic density in the area,” claimed Vishwanath Kashyap, a resident of 
Koramangala. 

Land development projects will not only destroy the raja kaluves but also the Belandur lake, 
said Harini from Hasiru Usiru, an NGO. 

Water shortage 

Raising the issue of a large quantity of water being supplied to land development projects 
while locals are facing water shortage, Nitin Seshadri, member of the Koramangala 
Residents’ Welfare Association, stated: “most residents of the region, including those who 
reside on Sarjapur Road and the Outer Ring Road, depend on private water tankers and the 
groundwater table is dangerously low.” 

S. Subramanya, another resident, said Bangalore Development Authority (BDA) had 
announced plans of rejuvenating Bellandur lake. 

“Even if there is a plan for reviving the lake, who is going to undo the damage that has 
already been inflicted due to the land development projects in the vicinity?” he questioned. 

The protesters urged the government to withdraw the permission granted for the land 
development projects. 

They have demanded that the permission granted by the Karnataka Industrial Areas 
Development Board and No Objection Certificate issued by Bangalore Water Supply and 
Sewerage Board be revoked immediately. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/locals-protest-against-illegal-
constructions-on-bellandur-lake/article5824198.ece 



Women protest denial of access to Rahul 
meet 

 

Amid protests by hundreds of Adivasis at their not being able to meet Rahul Gandhi, the 
Congress vice president interacted with women tendu leaf gatherers in Madhya Pradesh’s 
Mandla district on Saturday. 

Thousands of Gond and Baiga tribals, along with several non-tribals from Dindori and Seoni, 
more than 100 km away, had gathered to meet Mr. Gandhi. The Congress leader had a 
meeting scheduled with around 100 women from Patpara Raiyat panchayat. 

But, Congress leaders, including Dindori MLA and Lok Sabha candidate from Mandla 
Omkar Singh Markam, asked other Adivasis also to come to the event. In addition to them, 
hundreds of people from neighbouring villages had gathered to meet Mr. Gandhi. 

But, police pushed them away from the venue, after which they started shouting slogans. 
Attempts by the crowd to march towards the venue were foiled by police, Central Industrial 
Security Force and the Special Protection Group. 

Shambhu Dohre from Patpara said police had searched every home in the village and 
interrogated every resident during the past week. “They selected a few women who have both 
ration cards and electors photo identity cards. He has come for our votes and we want to meet 
him. We can’t understand why he won’t meet us as it is not our fault that we don’t have both 
these identity cards.” 

Semvatibai, who had walked with 15 other women from another village, said they had come 
in the hope of Mr. Gandhi solving their problems. “Our sarpanch told us to go with our ration 
cards to ask Rahulji to start MNREGA work in our village. But the police won’t even let us 
see him,” she said. 

Those who were able to meet Mr. Gandhi, told him about these problems, including inflated 
power bills, denial of forest rights and rations and cheating by tendu contractors. Mr. Gandhi 
also visited a tendu forest behind the village. 

“He understood everything. We told him that daily wages are not enough and we need land 
deeds to farm. He said that the Delhi government has passed laws to give us land,” the 
women said. 
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About 2,000 employees of the Fertilizers and Chemicals Travancore (FACT) along with their 
family members blockaded the Container Road near the FACT welcome arch at Eloor on 
Friday as part of an ongoing protest to draw the attention of the authorities to the financial 
troubles of the public sector company. 

A spokesman for Save FACT Action Committee, spearheading the agitations, said the road 
blockade was peaceful and that the traffic on the busy road was held up for more than an 
hour. The police have registered a case against the protesters. 

K. Chandran Pillai, convenor of the Save FACT Action Committee, inaugurated the protest 
meeting after the employees arrived in a rally at the spot of the blockade. 

The district president of the INTUC, K. M. Amanullah, presided over the protest meeting. 

Protest is to draw the attention of the authorities to the woes of the company 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-kerala/fact-workers-blockade-
container-road/article5817425.ece 

Angrau food technology students continue 
protest on third day 
Students urge Angrau Vice-Chancellor to take steps to improve amenities in 

the college. Discussions were held with the institute management twice, but 

in vain. 

B.Tech Food Technology students of Angrau, who have been agitating for the last two days 
on the college campus demanding solution to their problems, continued dharna for the third 
day on Friday.  

More than 200 students staged a sit-in in front of the institute, alleging poor amenities in labs, 
classrooms, hostels and library and lack of transportation. Though the issues were brought to 



the notice of head of the institution several times, no steps have been taken to improve the 
amenities, they alleged.  

“About 100 girl students and boys staged dharna till late in the night on Thursday. Associate 
Dean B. John Wesley who was in office till 8.30 p.m. did not respond to our problems. We 
request Acharya NG Ranga Agricultural University (Angrau) Vice-Chancellor to look into 
the matter,” said a first-year student Ali Shahzad of Kerala.  

Fasts 
 
“We observed day-long fasts on Thursday and organised the protest. Our parents are much 
worried about the poor facilities on campus and on the tense situation here. But, the college 
management was least bothered about the students’ health or future. We request Governor 
and Chancellor E.S.L. Narasimhan to enquire into the problems and do justice,” said R. 
Krishnaveni, a third-year student.  

Discussions were held with the institute management twice, but in vain. The agitation will 
continue until the problems were solved, said the students and threatened to intensify the 
strike, if the management did not respond to the long-pending problems immediately.  

Keywords: Angraw, agitation, student, Bapatla, Guntur District, Education, protest, day 
three,  

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/andhra-pradesh/angrau-food-technology-students-
continue-protest-on-third-day/article5814972.ece 
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Schoolchildren, residents, and representatives of various organisations staging a dharna in Hassan 

on Thursday.  

Residents of B. Katihalli along with representatives of various progressive organisations 
staged a protest on Thursday demanding repair of the road connecting Hassan and Dudda. 
Hundreds of people, including schoolchildren, staged a dharna on the road, obstructing 
movement of vehicles. 

Work on upgrading the Hassan-Dudda-Tiptur-Chiknayakanahalli road, which began in 2012, 
had been stalled due to differences between the private construction company and the 
Karnataka Road Development Corporation Ltd. The condition of the road worsened as work 
had been stopped midway. The agitators had heated arguments with officers. 

The protesters ended their dharna after Hassan tahsildar V. Manjunath said that Deputy 
Commissioner V. Anbukkumar would hold a meeting with them on Friday. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/residents-protest-incomplete-
roadwork/article5813129.ece 
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As many as 355 workers involved in powerloom weaving courted arrest at Sankarankoil on 
Thursday after they staged a road roko on Sankarankoil – Thiruvengadam junction. 

The agitating workforce was demanding hike in wages. They resorted to road blockade since 
their demands had not been considered by the employers. 

The agitation was led by Madasamy, district vice president of the CITU. 

Over 10,000 workers had been relying on this powerloom industry in Sankarankoil and its 
surroundings. 

Even after two years, wages had not been revised as per agreement. 

To fulfil their demands seeking a hike in wages, the workers boycotted work for the past 10 
days. 

The ongoing strike had entered its 11th day on Thursday. Due to this continuous strike in 
Sankarankoil, the industry had been suffering a production loss of about Rs. 50 lakh every 
day. 



The workers, who relied largely on this employment sector, were rendered jobless. 

Despite holding three rounds of talks with Deputy Commissioner of Labour Department, 
agreement on wage hike is yet to be finalised. 

Earlier, they took out a rally from Thiruvalluvar Road Those arrested include 46 women. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/powerloom-workers-stage-
protest-and-court-arrest/article5813262.ece 
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High tension power lines to be drawn from Kaiga to Kerala 

 

No to power project:Members of the Karnataka Rajya Raitha Sangha and the Cauvery Bachao 

Andolan Trust staging a protest in Mysore on Wednesday.— PHOTO: ANURAG BASAVARAJ  

Over 100 farmers under the banner of the Karnataka Rajya Raitha Sangha and the Cauvery 
Bachao Andolan Trust staged a protest here on Wednesday, against the proposed drawing of 
the high tension power transmission line from Kaiga to Kerala via Kodagu. 

The activists alleged that the proposed project by Power Grid Corporation of India Ltd. will 
cut across verdant forests and result in the felling of trees. 

The sangha members said that the Cauvery was the lifeline of the people and destruction of 
forest ecology under the pretext of development would ring the death knell to the 
environment and lead to desertification of the Cauvery basin. 



Though there are alternative plans such as taking cables through underground tunnels or 
upgrading the existing 220 kV line, the government was persisting on overhead cables, they 
alleged. 

The activists blocked the Hinkal Road-Ring Road Junction and formed a human chain, 
blocking traffic for some time. 

The sangha members alleged that the timber mafia had influenced the government’s decision 
to give a go-ahead to the project. 

The KRRS leaders, including Badagalapura Nagendra, pointed out that Kodagu was the 
source of river Cauvery, which helped irrigate thousands of acres of agricultural land in 
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and Puducherry. 

In view of its environmental importance and economic significance to the people of the 
region, it was prudent to drop the project or pursue alternatives to it, said the protesters 

Protest in Mandya 

Mandya Staff Correspondent reports: 

Members of the KRRS staged a protest on Bangalore-Mysore State Highway in Mandya and 
Maddur on Wednesday against the porposed project. The proposed project, which will draw a 
high tension transmission line across verdant forests and coffee estates, would affect greenery 
and also have an adverse impact on the people of the district, the agitators said. besides 
affecting the people in several districts, they said. 

The protest was led by Shambhunahalli Suresh in Mandya, while KRRS district president 
Konasale Narasaraju organised the protest in Maddur. 

Traffic was disrupted for some time following the protests. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/protest-against-power-line-from-kaiga-to-
kerala/article5808052.ece 

RTC staff on the warpath 
 

APSRTC employees, owing allegiance to the National Mazdoor Union (NMU), will stage 
dharna at the 123 depots in all 13 districts of Seemandhra on Thursday and Friday to protest 
against non-implementation of the agreement reached on the 60-day Samaikhyandhra strike 
by RTC employees. 

A decision to this effect was taken by the Seemandhra Committee of APSRTC, according to 
State joint secretary of NMU Y. Srinivasa Rao. He said that the government had agreed to 
pay the first month strike period salary by March 20 and for the second month in May. 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-andhrapradesh/rtc-staff-on-the-
warpath/article5808246.ece 



Pepsi workers go on strike in several factories acr oss 

China. 

Mon, 03/17/2014 - 05:00 — wkf  

 

Earlier this month, workers at Pepsi plants in Changchun, Harbin, Xian, Langzhou, Chonqing 
and Xinjiang went on strike to protest against layoffs and pay and benefit cuts. This is not the 
first time that Pepsi workers in China have taken coordinated protest action. Pepsi workers 
previously held protest actions in several cities in late 2011, against a deal between PepsiCo 
and Tingyi Holding Corporation which would see Pepsi bottling operations in China transfer 
to the latter.  In giving their reasons for going on strike this month Pepsi workers in Chonqing 
said that, since the transfer to Tingyi, workers have already taken a pay cut. In addition, 
although Tingyi is reported to have made a profit after the acquisition, the company is still 
planning mass layoffs, in which despite around 50% of the workers having worked at the 
plant for 10 or 20 years their compensation payment will only be calculated from the date of 
the takeover by Tingyi. 

http://www.worldlabour.org/eng/node/660 

 

Rea Vaya bus strike ends 
IOL News 3 April 2014  
 
Johannesburg - The Rea Vaya bus drivers' strike in Johannesburg is over, the SA Municipal Workers' 
Union (Samwu) said on Wednesday.  
 
“We have signed the agreement, workers will be back at work tomorrow,” Samwu regional 
chairman Dion Makhura said.  
 
Bus drivers embarked on a strike on Monday, leaving commuters around Johannesburg stranded.  
 
The drivers demanded labour brokers be banned, the code of conduct be reviewed, senior staff 
members choose their shifts, and the union to be introduced during the induction of new workers.  
 
All but one of the demands were agreed to, Makhura said.  
 



The demand that senior staff members choose their shifts would no longer be pursued.  
 
Piotrans and Litsamaiso manage the operations of Rea Vaya's buses.  
 
Piotrans spokesman Dumisani Mntambo confirmed that an agreement had been reached.  
 
On Tuesday, Mntambo said Piotrans was seeking an urgent interdict against the drivers to have the 
strike declared illegal.  
 
He said the strike was regarded as illegal due to the nature of the workers' demands.  
 
On Thursday, he said the matter was settled out of court.  
 
City of Johannesburg director of communications Benny Makgoga confirmed that an agreement was 
reached in judge's chambers.  

 
 
 
Northern Cape a ‘homophobic province’ 
IOL News 1 April 2014 
 
The Northern Cape has become a “homophobic province” because it is run by a “homophobic 
government.”  
 
This is according to the DA’s provincial leader, Andrew Louw, who spoke during a silent protest the 
party staged on Monday in Kimberley to express its condemnation of crimes against the lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender and intersexual (LGBTI) community.  
 
This followed an incident in Lerato Park at the weekend when a young homosexual man was 
allegedly raped by five men during what the community believed to be “corrective rape”.  
 
The man was left in a burning room in a vacant house, after his alleged attackers set the mattress 
on which he was raped on fire. He managed to escape.  
 
During the protest, DA supporters closed their mouths with tape in a symbolic gesture signifying the 
silence in the Province regarding violent attacks against LGBTI persons and also those whose voices 
were taken away by the incompetence of those responsible for apprehending these attackers.  
 
Louw said that the actions of the alleged perpetrators were evil and added that is was 
unacceptable that they were ignoring the Bill of Rights by violating others’ rights to safety and 
human dignity.  
 
He added that it was intolerable that people were victimised because of their sexual orientation.  
 
Louw called for the “quiet diplomacy” by various MECs in the Province, and even President Jacob 
Zuma, to come to an end.  
 
“The President and provincial leaders need to give an indication of their commitment in ensuring 
that all South Africans are able to live their lives free from fear of discrimination or violence. 
Unfortunately, President Zuma has in the past shown himself to be prejudiced against homosexuals.  
 
“South Africa also chose to remain silent while lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex 
rights have been under attack in Nigeria, Uganda and other countries worldwide.  
 
“This quiet diplomacy must be brought to an end and we must ensure that all human rights are 
maintained,” Louw said.  
 
He added that the DA, which he said has been actively involved in campaigning for LGBTI rights, 



stood in solidarity with the LGBTI community by condemning the weekend’s incident and other 
homophobic attacks.  
 
“We want to spell it out clearly to the people of the Province that there is no place for 
homophobes in the Northern Cape. We need to take this message home and spread it amongst our 
families, neighbours and friends. We cannot have our children growing up with the stigma that gays 
are evil or demonic. LGBTI persons are not inferior to others. They are normal human beings whose 
rights must be guaranteed, protected and respected.” Louw said.  
 
He also called for the scope of the 16 days of Activism Campaign Against Women and Children to be 
broadened to include violence against the LGBTI community, because this too was a form of 
gender-based violence.  
 
Tebogo Makwati, a representative from the Diamond Gay and Lesbian Organisation and Shaine 
Griqua from the Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual Organisation’s national task team, explained that the 
practice of corrective rape was something which they considered a hate crime.  
 
“Corrective rape is a hate-crime where people are raped because of their perceived sexual 
orientation or gender identity. The perpetrator intends to turn the victim heterosexual or even 
punish or discipline him or her with the rape.  
 
“Corrective rape is not recognised by the South African legal system as a hate crime despite the 
fact that the Constitution states that no person shall be discriminated against based on social status 
and identity, including sexual orientation.  
 
Crimes based on sexual orientation are not expressly recognised in South Africa and corrective rape 
reports are not separated from general rape reports,” the men said.  
 
Griqua added that his organisation was currently engaging with the Department of Justice to have 
corrective rape separately classified from general rape. - Diamond Fields Advertiser  
www.iol.co.za 

 
 
 
Kanana protesters arrested 
IOL News 27 March 2014  
 
Orkney - Thirty five people were arrested on Thursday for public violence, arson and malicious 
damage to property in Kanana, near Orkney, North West police said.  
 
Protesters partially burnt the local municipality offices and pelted windows with stones on 
Wednesday and Thursday, Colonel Sabata Mokgwabone said.  
 
Others barricaded roads with burning tyres and looted a number of shops owned by foreign 
nationals.  
 
Mokgwabone said one of the shops and a bottle store were burnt down.  
 
He said protesters damaged two police vehicles by breaking the windscreens.  
 
“The protesters allegedly went to schools in the township in the morning today, disrupted classes 
and forced learners to join the protests,” he said.  
 
Thirteen women and 22 men, aged between 15 and 39, were arrested between Wednesday evening 
and Thursday afternoon. Two minors, both aged 15, were also arrested.  
 
They were expected to appear in the Klerksdorp Magistrate's Court, Mokgwabone said.  

 



 
 
North West residents protest for water 
IOL News 30 March 2014 
 
Residents of Mokgola village near Zeerust have blockaded roads during a protest for water, North 
West police said on Sunday.  
 
Captain Pelonomi Makau said the protests began on Friday and had been peaceful so far.  
 
“We have not made any arrests but police are present and are diverting traffic from the site, 
keeping a close eye on the situation,” Makau said.  
 
Residents had blockaded roads around the village, about 20km from Zeerust, and part of the N4 
leading to a nearby border post to Botswana.  
 
“What I know is that they have so far used rocks, tree trunks and water tanks to blockade the 
road,” Makau said.  
 
A motorist told Sapa that two large JoJo water tanks were blocking the road.  
 
She police had told her the road had been blocked for the past three days.  
 
Police said the residents refused to be addressed by the local mayor on Saturday.  
 
They wanted Water and Environmental Affairs Minister Edna Molewa speak to them.  
 
Makau said there were no reported damages or injuries.  
 
Officials of the Ramotshere Moiloa local municipality and Ngaka Modiri Molema district municipality 
were not immediately available for comment. - Sapa  
www.iol.co.za 

 
 
 
48 major protests since January 
IOL News 3 April 2014  
 
Bekkersdal has been the site of protests over service delivery and other issues since last year, 
resulting in damage amounting to around R11.2 million. File photo: Dumisani Sibeko 
 
Johannesburg - There have been 48 major service delivery protests against local government since 
January 1, Municipal IQ said on Thursday.  
 
Protests were occurring roughly every second day, it said in its Municipal Hotspots Monitor report.  
 
Gauteng and the Eastern Cape were the most protest-ridden provinces this year, with the Eastern 
Cape just slightly ahead at of the end of March.  
 
Municipal IQ is a web-based data and intelligence service specialising in monitoring and assessment 
of South Africa's 283 municipalities.  
 
Managing director Kevin Allan said: “At the current annual rate, protests in 2014 may set a new 
record, but an apparent slow-down in March means that this is not a foregone conclusion.”  
 
Municipal IQ economist Karen Heese said in 2009 and 2011 protest activity fell immediately before 
and during elections.  
 
“It is important that constructive engagement continues during election campaigns,” she said.  



 
Municipal IQ's hotspots monitor collated major protests staged against a municipality as recorded by 
the media or other public domain sources.  
 
It said, unlike the SA Police Service crowd-incident data, it monitored protests pertaining only to 
local government service delivery issues.  
 
There were a spate of violent and destructive protests, mostly associated with service delivery 
grievances in Gauteng and North West in February.  
 
Areas such as Khutsong, Bekkersdal, Roodepoort and Bronkhorstspruit in Gauteng were heavily 
affected.  
 
Protesters in the Bronkhorstpruit area, east of Pretoria, set alight several buildings, including a 
clinic.  
 
The week before, protesters torched the Zithobeni satellite police station and municipal offices. 
Residents were protesting about the high price of electricity.  
 
Around the same time violent protests broke out in Sebokeng because of housing development in 
the area.  
 
In the North West, protests over dissatisfaction with the municipality erupted in Brits. In 
Majakaneng, violence spilled over in February as residents torched three vehicles and a councillor's 
house. - Sapa 
www.iol.co.za 

 
 
 
Bus driver attacked in Soweto 
IOL News 1 April 2014  
 
Johannesburg - A Rea Vaya bus driver was attacked in Dobsonville, Soweto, on Tuesday, operator 
Litsamaiso said.  
 
The man was reporting for duty when other drivers allegedly attacked him, the company's 
spokesman Babu Maharaj said. He could not provide further details.  
 
Litsamaiso manages the operations of the Rea Vaya's buses along with Piotrans.  
 
Maharaj said Piotrans employees were on strike, but Litsamaiso workers could not work because of 
the sensitivity of the matter. The companies both operated from the same depot.  
 
He said there no busses were running as the company was waiting for the union to report back on 
whether they would accept a draft agreement tabled on Sunday.  
 
Police spokesman Warrant Officer Kay Makhubela could not confirm the incident.  
 
Rea Vaya drivers went on strike indefinitely on Monday, leaving commuters in Johannesburg 
stranded. Drivers wanted labour brokers to be banned, the code of conduct be reviewed, senior 
staff members to be able to choose their shifts, and the union to be introduced during the 
induction of new workers. - Sapa  
www.iol.co.za 
 
Joburg bus drivers to strike 
IOL News 30 March 2014 
 
Johannesburg - Johannesburg's Rea Vaya bus drivers will strike from Monday, the Gauteng 
community safety department said.  



 
Bus drivers would work from 5am until 8am on Monday, then go on strike “until further notice”, 
spokesman Obed Sibasa said in a statement on Sunday.  
 
“Passengers are advised to look for alternative transport in the afternoon and after work until 
further notice.”  
 
Sibasa urged commuters to arrive early at taxi ranks and bus stops.  
 
In a separate matter, the Gauteng transport department had planned a meeting on Monday in an 
attempt to resolve tension between two taxi associations - Meadowlands, Diepkloof North (MDN) 
and the Baragwanath, Meadowlands Taxi Association (BMTA).  
 
Representatives of the Top Six, MDN, and BMTA associations and Gauteng government were 
expected to be at the meeting.  
 
“It is alleged the fight for routes between the two associations led to the death of MDN owner 
Mzayifani Mpongose,” said Sibasa.  
 
This was due to week-long MDN drivers' strike, which started last Monday and ended on Sunday 
following a meeting between drivers, said Sibasa.  
 
Mpongose was shot and killed in Orlando West, Soweto, last Saturday.  
 
No arrests had been made and police were investigating.  
 
“According to owner-driver Joe Mcunu, drivers will be back at work tomorrow (Monday) and taxis 
will be operating from Meadowlands and surrounding areas to town (Johannesburg CBD),” Sibasa 
said.  
 
“The Bara-Meadowlands route is still a stalemate pending the outcome of the department of 
transport meeting tomorrow (Monday).” - Sapa  
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Flames of fury in housing protest 
IOL News 29 March 2014  
 
Pretoria - Smoke billowed into the air as residents of Mamelodi East Extension 11 blocked the 
streets with burning tyres and stones, demanding that the Tshwane municipality grant them 
permanent stands.  
 
Motorists, including taxi drivers, had to find an alternative route through a neighbouring informal 
settlement because the main road into the area was inaccessible.  
 
A group of residents were singing struggle songs and toyi-toying under the watchful eye of 
community leaders, who had urged them to protest peacefully since the protest action erupted on 
Thursday night.  
 
Isaac Swafo, a residents’ committee member, said workers from the area had not gone to work and 
children did not attend the last day of the first school term in order to make themselves heard.  
 
“The protest will continue into the night and the leadership will be here to ensure no property is 
damaged or shops looted,” said Swafo.  
 
Tempers have been rising since the allocating of stands and relocation of residents started last 
weekend.  
 



The protest has its roots in a 2012 petition in which the residents told the City of Tshwane they had 
been living there for 20 years and deserved permanent residential status, since they were located 
on a rightfully mapped area.  
 
They pointed to inequalities that had resulted in other newer informal settlements getting 
permanent residential status ahead of them.  
 
The petitions committee resolved that a meeting be convened to discuss the concerns of the 
petitioners. However, the residents claimed such a meeting never took place.  
 
Tired of waiting, residents came up with a plan to allocate the stands to people already living in 
the informal settlement, using the city’s layout map, and relocate them accordingly.  
 
Several shacks have already been relocated and their owners helped to settle into their new homes.  
 
The residents had a first brush with the law on Monday when metro police officers dismantled a 
shack and took the pieces away. Community leaders have laid charges against the metro police.  
 
“When we went to complain to the police bigwigs we were told we would be shot,” Swafo said.  
 
Local councillor Philemon Magoboya said he was working frantically to defuse the tensions. “It’s not 
safe in there, so I have asked police to accompany me so we can talk to the community leaders and 
determine the way forward,” he said yesterday. Magoboya said the city came up with a plan to 
relocate 150 households to permanent stands in another informal settlement in Hatherley, 
redevelop Mamelodi East Extension 11 and allocate stands to the remaining people there.  
 
The 150 households were identified and 96 of them relocated by the end of last year, but the other 
54 refused and indicated they were not willing to move, Magoboya said. “They said that if the city 
did not allocate permanent stands to them in Extension 11, they would do it themselves. They 
started doing this last week.” However, Swafo said they did not want to relocate to Hatherley 
because the area had no basic services.  
 
“We don’t want to relocate. All we need is permission to carry on with the land occupation.  
 
“We have the right to be given the land. Since 1994, we haven’t received any assistance from the 
government.”  
- Pretoria News Weekend  
www.iol.co.za 

 
 
 
MyCiTi drivers ‘struggle to stay awake’ 
Daneel Knoetze 3 April 2014  
 
MyCiTi bus driver Johannes Gordon is so tired he often nods off at traffic lights.  
 
“All the other cars go when the light turns green, but I sometimes find myself just sitting there in a 
daze. It’s up to the passengers to shout, ‘Driver, it’s green,’ and then I snap out of it.”  
 
But that’s not the worst of it.  
 
He drives the long route from the city to Hout Bay along Victoria Drive, and he describes his 
“special technique” to avoid falling asleep and letting the bus plunge off a cliff.  
 
“I am a Christian, so I pray to God. I pray for him to keep me awake, and about other things. I find 
that the conversation with God helps me to stay awake. But my eyes still burn.”  
 
A wildcat strike on Wednesday by drivers working for Transpeninsula Investments (TPI), one of 
three companies contracted to provide the MyCiTi service for the City of Cape Town, seriously 



interrupted the service. Drivers told the Cape Argus they were endangering their own lives and 
those of commuters because of inadequate rest periods and exhaustion.  
 
But TPI has denied any knowledge of these grievances and charged that the drivers had not used 
the proper channels to engage the management before going on their unprotected strike.  
 
Half a dozen striking drivers spoke to the Cape Argus at the offices of the Transport and Omnibus 
Workers Union (Towu) in Observatory.  
 
At issue was the split shift, which ensured that drivers were available for the morning and evening 
peaks. But the drivers said they did not have enough time to rest between the shifts.  
 
Gordon said that after a few days on the split shift, he regularly nodded off behind the wheel. 
Commuters “would not step near a bus” if they knew how tired some drivers were.  
 
When working a split shift, the drivers complain of having as little as an hour and a half at home, 
between being dropped off by the staff transport shuttle at night and being picked up again for the 
new day’s work.  
 
Driver and Towu shop steward Rutherford Kiet described a typical day’s work on the split shift.  
 
“Staff transport picks you up at 3am and then the bus picks up other drivers. At around 5am you are 
in the depot, and your shift starts. Sometimes you have to wait and only drive out on your first trip 
around 6.30am. You drive until around 10 or 10.30am.  
 
“Then there is a break for a few hours, but nowhere to sleep – just steel chairs at the depot. There 
is not enough time to travel home if you live in Khayelitsha or Mitchells Plain.  
 
“Your second work period is between about 5pm and 10.30pm, then back to the depot. But 
everyone has to wait for the last bus (which comes in at about 11pm) before the staff transport 
takes us home. Sometimes you get back at 1.30am. Then, you have to be ready to go again at 
3am.”  
 
Attempts to raise this grievance with TPI had fallen on deaf ears, Kiet added.  
 
Frustrations boiled over on Wednesday and workers embarked on an unprotected strike, apparently 
triggered by the dismissal of driver Kayalethu Stokwe, who on Friday was found guilty by a 
disciplinary committee of negligent driving and fired.  
 
The hearing followed a collision in which he drove into the back of another bus on the fifth day of 
split shifts.  
 
He blames the crash on sleep-deprivation.  
 
“I worked as a Golden Arrow driver for many years. I crashed because I fell asleep, not because I 
am a bad driver.”  
 
Commuters were caught off guard when buses on the CBD, Dunoon, airport and Hout Bay services 
all failed to arrive on Wednesday morning.  
 
Ghaalid Behardin, a TPI director, said: “This is all news to me. Why have these grievances not been 
raised with us via the proper channels? Instead, the agitators embarked on an unprotected strike 
and intimidated their colleagues into a work stoppage through threats of violence. That is 
unacceptable.”  
 
However, Nezaam Davids, of the SA Road Passenger Bargaining Council, said he investigated 
allegations of unlawfully short rest periods and underpayment on March 10.  
 
He found that both allegations had veracity, held a meeting with managers at TPI and issued a 
compliance order to the company.  



 
The Basic Conditions of Employment Act prescribes a minimum daily rest period of 10 or 12 hours.  
 
Towu president Fuad Inglis said that conditions at TPI amounted to “modern-day slavery”.  
 
At first, the city avoided queries about the drivers’ working conditions, saying that it was 
inappropriate for it to comment on a labour dispute between TPI and its employees.  
 
Later, mayoral committee member for transport Brett Herron said the allegations were concerning.  
 
“If these allegations are in fact true, they would certainly impact on the safety of commuters and 
the staff of MyCiTi service.  
 
“The city will investigate them with urgency.”  
 
The workers had agreed to return to work on Thursday, and TPI said that as long as the drivers 
were at work, the services would be restored.  
 
* TPI, Table Bay Area Rapid Transit and Kidrogen are the companies that have 12-year contracts 
with the city to provide the MyCiTi service.  
daneel.knoetze@inl.co.za  
 
 
MyCiti bus strike causes chaos 
Daneel Knoetze and Henri du Plessis (IOL News) 2 April 2014  
 
There was commuter chaos in Cape Town at peak hour on Wednesday morning after MyCiTi bus 
drivers went on strike, trains were delayed, roads were flooded in heavy rains and car crashes 
occurred on major routes.  
 
A wildcat strike by a group of MyCiTi drivers this morning left scores of bus commuters with little 
option but to seek alternative transport.  
 
This, as heavy downpours continued around the city.  
 
A quick tour of the MyCiTi’s Salt River route confirmed that dozens of people were standing on 
platforms in the rain, waiting for buses that would never arrive.  
 
Some commuters inquired politely, via Twitter and telephone helplines, about the delays.  
 
Others slammed the City of Cape Town’s newest public transport system.  
 
The Hout Bay Civic Association (HBCA) issued an angry statement, calling for an apology from 
Mayoral Committee Member for Transport Brett Herron for failing to anticipate the strike and warn 
commuters.  
 
Roscoe Jacobs, the association’s secretary, said that he had waited in the rain with other 
commuters in Hangberg, not knowing that the bus would not arrive.  
 
“This is a clear sign of the failure of having only one mode of public transport,” read a statement 
issued on behalf of the association.  
 
“(We) demand that the city put Golden Arrow and taxis back on the Hout Bay and Cape Town route. 
In doing so allowing residents the choice of the mode of public transport.”  
 
Herron said that drivers from the Transpeninsula Investments vehicle operating company (VOC), 
which operates CBD routes, the airport route and the Hout Bay route, made no prior announcement 
about the intention to strike. They simply did not report for work.  
 
The strike started at 5am and nine MyCiTi routes were affected during the morning peak. Drivers 



for the MyCiTi service are not employed directly by the City of Cape Town, but by one of several 
VOCs.  
 
“The City arranged that drivers employed by the other VOC’s assist with the service, but the 
strikers have been barricading the gates at the depot in Prestwich Street in Green Point this 
morning, preventing the MyCiTi buses from exiting,” Herron said.  
 
“The situation is being monitored and the (police) are assisting in allowing the MyCiTi buses to 
leave the depot. At this stage the reason for the unprotected strike is unknown.”  
 
But the drivers, who gathered behind the Green Point bus depot, were clear about their grievances 
which date back to 2011.  
 
They claim that low basic pay, no pay when under training and problematic contracts were among 
the main reasons for their sudden strike.  
 
A lack of proper rest time led to accidents – apparently 36 crashes since February 15. One driver 
who fell asleep behind the wheel and was in a crash was apparently ordered to repay the company 
for a bus at R200 000.  
 
“We were trying to negotiate with management since 2011 and then, as soon as we took them to 
the bargaining council, they decided not to recognise us,” said Zamuxolo Tiso, of the Professional 
Transport and Allied Workers’ Union (PTAWU).  
 
His colleague of the Transport and Omnibus Workers’ Union (TOWU), Rutherford Kiet, said drivers 
were required to work 195 hours a month minimum and ended up taking home just over R5 000.  
 
The two union representatives admitted the strike was not protected and that the drivers had 
decided to walk off after reaching deadlock with the company. Transpeninsula management would 
not comment and directed inquiries to Herron’s office.  
 
l Meanwhile, Metrorail reported continued delays on all lines this morning. Metrorail regional 
manager Mthuthuzeli Swartz said last night’s rain disrupted repairs on the electrical overhead 
wires.  
 
The death of a pedestrian, who was killed when trying to cross the tracks between Nyanga and 
Heideveld, also contributed to the delays.  
 
Heavy rains overnight and this morning contributed further to commuters’ woes.  
 
City Traffic spokesman Richard Coleman reported 10 crashes on Cape roads this morning.  
 
At publication time, there was a vehicle alight on the N1 incoming, near the N7, which obstructed 
the right and centre lanes.  
 
Seven roads flooded, including the N1 at Koeberg, the N2 at Somerset West and the M3 at 
Newlands.  
 
Affected MyCiTi services  
 
* 101 – Vredehoek, Gardens, Civic Centre  
 
* 102 – Salt River Rail, Walmer Estate, Civic Centre  
 
* 103 – Oranjezicht, Gardens, Civic Centre  
 
* 105 – Sea Point, Fresnaye, Civic Centre  
 
* 106 – Waterfront Silo, Civic Centre, Camps Bay (clockwise)  
 



* 108 – Hout Bay, Hangberg, Sea Point, Civic Centre  
 
* 109 – Hout Bay, Imizamo Yethu, Sea Point, Civic Centre  
 
* A01 – Airport, Civic Centre, Waterfront  
 
* T01 - Dunoon, Table View, Civic Centre, Waterfront  
Cape Argus  
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MyCiTi bus drivers strike 
IOL News 2 April 2014  
 
Cape Town - Striking MyCiTi bus drivers disrupted several routes in Cape Town on Wednesday 
morning, a city official said.  
 
Several drivers from the Transpeninsula Investments (TPI) vehicle operating company started 
striking at 5am, transport mayoral committee member Brett Herron said.  
 
“At this stage the reason for the unprotected strike is unknown,” he said.  
 
None of the buses serving the inner city routes had been running during the morning peak hour as a 
result. The route linking the Cape Town International Airport to the V&A Waterfront was also 
disrupted.  
 
The Dunoon-Waterfront route was affected to a lesser degree as only seven of 38 buses were 
operated by TPI.  
 
Herron said drivers from other companies had been hired to help with route disruptions, but that 
strikers had barricaded the gates at the depot in Prestwich Street, Green Point.  
 
He said the police was on the scene to help drivers get buses out of the depot. A limited service 
would run for the rest of Wednesday. - Sapa  
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Grenades, stones fly at demolition protest 
Jason Felix (IOL News) 1 April 2014  
 
Two Cape Town law enforcement officers were injured, roads were closed, vehicles stoned and 
journalists attacked as Elsies River residents protested against the demolition of a shack on 
Monday.  
 
About 500 residents of Clarke Estate blockaded 35th Street with burning tyres and stones after law 
enforcement officers demolished the shack next to the council-owned Rooiberg Court flats.  
 
The city’s safety and security director, Richard Bosman, said the city had demolished “an illegal 
structure” last week following a complaint from the local ward councillor.  
 
“Officers returned to the area after the structure was re-erected. During the operation, a crowd 
gathered and became riotous, resulting in two officers being injured.  
 
“The crowd then blockaded 35th Avenue and pelted passing vehicles with stones,” Bosman said.  
 
The Cape Times could not speak to the owner of the demolished shack because the crowd was too 
violent. Some residents said it was the third time the shack had been demolished.  
 



“There is a father and child living in the shack. Why must the city come here and demolish this 
poor man’s shack? It is totally wrong of them doing this,” resident Jenny Jacobs said.  
 
Another resident, Jan Abrahams, said: “We will not stop protesting. These city cops are treating 
our people like they are animals. They break down the homes of our people without thinking twice. 
We are poor and trying to make a living. This is wrong and I know our action here is not right, but 
we are fed up with our situation.”  
 
There was a tense stand-off between community leaders, some dressed in ANC T-shirts, and Public 
Order police officers.  
 
The leaders had asked police to move away from the crowd, but officers said they had a 
responsibility to keep the road safe.  
 
“These people will not go away if you keep on standing here. You must go. Where are you when the 
gangsters are shooting in the area?” a leader, Jonty Mark, asked.  
 
A second round of negotiations with police failed and officers told the community leaders they 
were going take action.  
 
Police threw a stun grenade and about 20 officers ran into the area, lobbing more stun grenades 
and firing rubber bullets. They threw stun grenades on to properties where protesters were hiding.  
 
Officers were met with a shower of stones, sharp objects and glass bottles as the crowd intensified 
their action. Protesters burnt more tyres and placed bigger rocks in the road.  
 
The Cape Times team was forced to run into the home of a resident as protesters targeted 
journalists at the scene.  
 
Police responded with more stun grenades and rubber bullets.  
 
A police water cannon was later used to disperse the crowd.  
 
Police spokesman Tembinkosi Kinana said on Monday night that the situation had calmed just after 
7pm.  
 
“Our officers were still on the scene. Earlier in the day, they tried to disperse the riotous crowd.  
 
“It appeared the law enforcement officers had done an operation and the people did not take 
kindly to their action. We will remain in the area to ensure the road is safe,” he said.  
 
No injuries were reported and no arrests were made, he said.  
 
jason.felix@inl.co.za  
Cape Times  
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Twenty in court for protest violence 
IOL News 28 March 2014 
 
Orkney - Twenty of the 35 people arrested during violent protests in Kanana near Orkney appeared 
in the Orkney Magistrate's Court on Friday, North West police said.  
 
Colonel Sabata Mokgwabone said the matter was postponed to April 4, when they were expected to 
apply for bail.  
 
“They are still in custody,” Mokgwabone said in a statement.  
 
The group was arrested during protests in the area on Wednesday and Thursday.  
 



“Protesters partially burnt the local municipality offices and pelted windows with stones,” said 
Mokgwabone.  
 
They barricaded roads with burning tyres and looted several shops belonging to foreigners. A shop 
and a bottle store were burnt down.  
 
“Protesters damaged two police vehicles by breaking their windscreens,” said Mokgwabone.  
 
The protesters stormed into schools and forced pupils to join their strike action. Mokgwabone said 
police were monitoring the situation on Friday and no violence had been reported by 3pm.  
www.iol.co.za 

 
 
 
Girl, 6, wounded in protest 
IOL News 26 March 2014  
 
Johannesburg - A six-year-old girl was shot and wounded during a protest in Lorraine village near 
Ga-Sekororo, Limpopo police said on Wednesday.  
 
The girl was grazed on the back of her head when police fired shots during the protest on Tuesday, 
said Brigadier Hangwani Mulaudzi.  
 
“Her mother claims that the child was shot by the police during the protest,” Mulaudzi said.  
 
The Independent Police Investigative Directorate (Ipid) would determine who was responsible for 
the girl's injury.  
 
The six-year-old was admitted to the Sekororo hospital for observation, said Limpopo health 
department spokeswoman Adele van der Linde.  
 
Van der Linde said she was not severely wounded but medical observation was necessary due to her 
age and because it was a head injury.  
 
Service delivery in the area had been compromised due to the protest in the area.  
 
“It is a tense situation as the protesters are blocking many of the roads,” said Mulaudzi.  
 
“Police are doing everything in their means to control the situation,” he said.  
 
Meanwhile, the Sekororo hospital and the Lorraine clinic were also disrupted due to the protest, 
said Van der Linde.  
 
“Some of the staff were prohibited from entering the clinic, but the clinics are still open,” she 
said.  
 
Mulaudzi said police were on the scene. - Sapa  
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Protests at Delft child murder, rape trial 
Henri du Plessis and Daneel Knoetze 27 March 2014  
 
Cape Town - Groups of demonstrators sang and toyi-toyied outside the Bellville Magistrate’s Court 
on Thursday morning, where Wanda Oliphant, 27, appeared in connection with the rape and murder 
of a 9-year-old Delft girl in January.  
 
Lihle Hlanjwa, was found tied up, badly burnt and fighting for her life in an open field next to the 



R300 in Delft.  
 
The case was postponed until May 8 for further investigation. Prosecutor Vuvu Manele acceded to 
the defence’s request that Oliphant remain in solitary confinement for his safety.  
 
Oliphant narrowly escaped a mob who wanted to kill him soon after the incident. He was held in a 
neighbourhood watch member’s garage as a crowd bayed for blood outside, before being arrested.  
 
Manele said more investigation was required now that the docket had been amended to include the 
charge of murder.  
 
Lihle was treated in Red Cross War Memorial Children’s Hospital, where she had several operations. 
She died on March 18 and the charge against Oliphant was changed from attempted murder to 
murder.  
 
Outside the court this morning, four groups demonstrated about the case. The ANC had a group of 
supporters dancing and singing across the road from the court. Next to them, a group from Agang 
gathered and just off the road, a large DA contingent waved placards.  
 
A more orderly group representing Delft neighbourhood watches also arrived to support the child’s 
family.  
 
Civic groups the Delft Neighbourhood Watchers Association and the Bonteheuwel Ladies Walking for 
Health and Against Crime, were at the court to support the family and community.  
 
Some bystanders lambasted the political party groups for what they saw as exploiting the girl’s 
death for political gain.  
 
“We are very disappointed with the political parities who came here to make cheap politics and 
jump on the bandwagon just to advertise themselves,” said Soraya Salie from the Bonteheuwel 
group.  
Cape Argus  
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Five held over Majakaneng protest 
IOL News 25 March 2014 
 
Brits - Five people were arrested in Majakaneng near Brits on Tuesday in connection with a recent 
protest, North West police said.  
 
“The arrest follows intensive investigation on cases that were registered during Majakaneng 
community protests on February 27 and 28,” said Colonel Sabata Mokgwabone.  
 
He said the five were arrested over arson, malicious damage to property, intimidation, assault 
common and public violence.  
 
“Out of five suspects, one is facing a charge of public violence, another one is charged with arson 
while the other three are facing charges of arson, malicious damage to property, intimidation and 
common assault.”  
 
He said they would appear in the Brits Magistrate's Court on Wednesday.  
 
Residents of the village barricaded Old Pretoria Road and the N4 highway last month.  
 
They were demanding water, proper roads and RDP houses.  
 
A cement truck, a house belonging to a councillor and several cars were burnt. Shops were also 



looted during the protest.  
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N2 set ablaze and ‘more to come’ 
IOL News 25 March 2014 
 
The organisers of Monday’s rolling protests along the N2 have warned they will intensify and “cause 
a huge impact” across greater Cape Town.  
 
On Monday night, Andile Lili, head of the Ses’khona People’s Rights Movement, said the protesters 
had been “leading themselves”, but with the tacit encouragement of his organisation.  
 
“You cannot separate our organisation from informal settlement dwellers, backyard dwellers or 
hostel (dwellers) – all of those people are standing in solidarity with Ses’khona People’s Rights 
Movement,” Lili said.  
 
And he threatened that the protesters would worsen as his organisation began actively “co-
ordinating” the protests.  
 
Of their demands, he said: “First and foremost, the city and the province must unban our 
organisation.  
 
“Second, we want to protest against the new logo – wastage of poor people’s money. Poor people 
from Valhalla Park or Masiphumelele could have benefited from that R8 million.  
 
On the first matter, he threatened: “We want permission to march to the city. If they deny them 
their right to campaign for the elections in our areas, we will block them. We know it is their right 
to campaign in our areas, but it is also our right to march to the city.  
 
“There will be a huge impact.”  
 
Asked whether he condoned violent protest, Lili explained: “Of course we don’t want them to be 
violent. But communities agreed that we must make our grievances, must be listened to.  
 
“We told them not to break robots or community facilities, but to close all major routes across 
Cape Town.”  
 
Since 4.30am on Monday, protests flared up at almost a dozen sites – including N2/Borcherds Quarry 
and Airport Approach Road, N2/Baden Powell Drive, Baden Powell Drive/Walter Sisulu, Jaftha 
Masimole Drive, Hindle/Fairfield in Delft, and areas in Khayelitsha and Delft.  
 
Throughout much of Monday, police had their hands full keeping the N2 open – in relentless running 
battles to prevent protesters from scattering burning tyres, chunks of concrete, rocks, rubbish and 
portable toilet waste containers on the roads.  
 
For large parts of the day, the key national arterial route between Somerset West and the foot of 
Sir Lowry’s Pass remained closed, as police attempted to keep the road raiders at bay.  
 
The SAPS provincial media office reported that “at about 11:50pm Pops (Public Order Policing 
Service) members arrested four people at Onverwacht, Lwandle when they found about more than 
50 people burning tyres, (after) these people were warned to disperse. Members took action with a 
stun grenade to disperse them and they dispersed between the shacks,” police reported.  
 
“At 11.55pm Pops members went on foot patrols between the shacks at Borcherds Quarry where 
protesters were throwing stones at vehicles through the fence between Borcherds Quarry and 
Airport Approach.  
 



“No arrests were made. It is unknown if any private vehicles were damaged. The fire brigade 
extinguished burning rubble and removed it to the side of the road. N2 between Borcherds Quarry 
and Airport Approach all lanes are open again.”  
 
Western Cape Premier Helen Zille told the Cape Argus: “This is undoubtedly co-ordinated, as last 
week’s events were, by Ses’Khona, led by Andile Lili and Loyiso Nkohla.  
 
“They continue to pursue their ungovernability campaign, and their strategy is to ignite this 
strategy across the Western Cape. They have made these threats, and carried them out, 
repeatedly, so I am not guessing or speculating.  
 
“There are countless times that they are on record as saying their policy is to make the province 
‘ungovernable’,” Zille charged.  
 
Mayoral committee member for safety and security, JP Smith, condemned “the spate of illegal 
protests that have caused great upheaval in parts of the city over the past few days.  
 
“While the city respects the rights of its residents to protest, it cannot condone the actions of 
parties that have not gone through the nationally prescribed Gatherings Act and received 
permission to protest,” Smith said.  
 
“Where protests endanger or inconvenience other residents, the city will support the SAPS in 
whatever way we can to protect our residents.”  
 
He warned the city would use “all means at its disposal, including reviewing CCTV footage where 
available, to identify the culprits”.  
 
“It is unclear who is behind the protests, but the possibility that these actions could be politically 
motivated cannot be ruled out.  
 
“We, however, have noted the repeated public calls by Mr Andile Lili to embark on illegal action 
and we trust that these and other utterances will be investigated by the SAPS.”  
Cape Argus  
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Caregivers stage protest over stipends 
IOL News 25 March 2014  
 
Hundreds of caregivers marched to the ANC’s Luthuli House headquarters and the Department of 
Health offices in central Joburg on Monday, claiming they had not been paid for the past six 
months.  
 
The caregivers, also known as community health workers, marched in protest over alleged non-
payment of their R2 260 monthly stipends.  
 
Security guards closed the doors hastily as the marchers descended, singing struggle songs and 
waving placards.  
 
A protester, Nomsa Mazibuko, brandished a placard mocking the ANC’s “We have a good story to 
tell” election campaign slogan.  
 
The poster read: “Not been paid for six months is not a good story to tell Mr President.”  
 
The caregivers, from the Othwandweni Development Service in Pretoria, care for bedridden TB and 
HIV-positive patients. They had travelled from Pretoria to voice their grievances.  
 
Masindi Mkhize was among them. Her contract expires at the end of this month.  



 
She said the officials had promised them three-month contracts even though they had not been 
paid for the past six months.  
 
She said their contracts stipulated they would receive R2 260 monthly stipends. “Since then we 
have not been paid a single cent. We work very hard, taking care of the sick. We have to make sure 
they take their medication. We are working very hard and they are not paying us,” said Mkhize 
angrily.  
 
One of the protesters, who did not want to be identified, accused the government of abusing them. 
“When the time for elections comes, they remember us. I’m not going to vote if this matter is not 
resolved soon,” she said.  
 
But Health Department spokesman Simon Zwane denied the caregivers had not been paid, saying 
the department’s books showed “we are up to date with the payment”.  
 
He said an audit would determine whether everyone had been paid accordingly.  
 
Earlier this month, the caregivers - who were protesting over alleged non-payment of their monthly 
stipends - tried to storm Luthuli House. The police fired teargas in an attempt to keep them away.  
solly.maphumulo@inl.co.za  
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Stones, boos spoil rights day event 
IOL News 22 March 2014  
 
Johannesburg - A Human Rights Day commemoration of the Sharpeville massacre, in which 69 
people were killed 54 years ago, was marred by booing, insults, stone throwing and a picture of a 
divided township.  
 
Intolerance lingered every time a group of people in yellow T-shirts crossed paths with people in 
red berets or people waving green and black flags.  
 
At every turn there were police vehicles, water tankers and even barbed-wire trailers waiting to 
defuse the tension.  
 
While President Jacob Zuma was laying wreaths at the memorial precinct, a group of PAC and 
Economic Freedom Fighters (EFF) members tried to disrupt proceedings and force their way in.  
 
The PAC and EFF said they had been locked out of the venue which they had booked to 
commemorate the Sharpeville massacre.  
 
At the main event, held at the George Thabe Cricket Pitch, the DA’s deputy federal chairman, 
Makashule Gana, was booed off the stage when he addressed the crowd, prompting Arts and 
Culture Minister Paul Mashatile to plead with the crowd to remain disciplined.  
 
Earlier, DA national spokesman Mmusi Maimane said a bus they were travelling in was pelted with 
stones and forced to leave the area by a group of people wearing ANC T-shirts when it approached 
the township. “The ANC mob stoned a bus carrying the families of Hector Pieterson, Tsepho 
Babuseng and myself,” said Maimane.  
 
“We were forced to retreat out of fear for our lives and safety when the only intention was to 
complete the wreath- laying to honour this national commemoration day.”  
 
Maimane said the people were part of an ANC contingent that had blocked streets to the memorial 
precinct as Zuma arrived on Friday.  
 



“They first lay on the ground, so we were forced to stop the bus from going any further,” he said.  
 
“When we came to a full stop, the bus was pelted with stones from the ANC mob.  
 
“We were forced to postpone our event.”  
 
And it wasn’t long after Zuma had finished his speech at the commemoration when EFF leader 
Julius Malema – speaking outside the commemoration precinct, where the PAC and EFF had erected 
an impromptu stage on the road – rained scorn on the president.  
 
“We are not here for (a) music festival. You cannot play music with half-naked artists dancing when 
you remember people who died for your rights,” Malema told the cheering crowd.  
 
“Let us not remember our people by stealing from them.  
 
“This is the government of thieves. Zuma is the most corrupt president in Africa and the whole 
world.”  
 
He told he crowd that history would allow them a chance to “correct this mess we created in 
2009”.  
 
“A mess that steals money from the poor to build a chicken run. This cannot be a celebration, there 
is no good story to tell,” he said.  
 
“Those who were killed here were fighting for freedom and their land. It cannot be a happy day.”  
 
Malema told police to turn their guns against the government when they were given “illegal 
instruction” to shoot poor people during protests. “Those, you must kill,” Malema said.  
 
But Zuma was received with a rousing roar by ANC supporters at the stadium where he made a 
campaign speech highlighting his government’s achievements, and staking his claim for a second 
term as president.  
 
“We will never forget that our compatriots were brutally killed for demanding equal citizenship. 
We must cherish the hard-won equal citizenship today,” he said.  
 
“We live in a country that is better than before and that is because of the struggle of the people of 
South Africa.”  
 
He listed the government’s achievements including increased access to higher education, social 
grants, a decline in HIV infections, 420 000 jobs created through infrastructure programmes and 
increases in the number of children enrolled for Grade R.  
 
Zuma steered clear of speaking about Public Protector Thuli Madonsela’s Nkandla report or calls 
made by opposition parties to have him impeached, but he did mention corruption.  
 
“We know that our people are troubled by corruption and we want to see it eradicated in our 
country,” he said.  
 
Some residents of Sharpeville complained that the wheels of change were turning too slowly, and 
many were yet to reap the fruits of democracy.  
 
“Unemployment is too high in our area especially among us young people,” said Mpho Sealanyane 
whose grandfather, Johannes, was among the 69 people killed in Sharpeville.  
 
“The promises are being made but the delivery on those promises is what doesn’t seem to happen.  
 
“My grandfather died fighting for our right to be equal, but now it is our time to fight for the right 
to survive with the basic necessities.”  
 



For Elizabeth Mazibuko, 97, who vividly recalls how she jumped over the bodies of those who had 
been shot by police 54 years ago, on Friday was a sad reminder of how things were more than half a 
century ago. “There was blood everywhere and every year this remembrance is held I am reminded 
of that day,” she said.  
 
“I ran to the corner and hid. It was terrifying but we are grateful to God that we are here today 
and have rights in our country.”  
Saturday Star  
www.iol.co.za 

 
 
 
Police clash with Cape protesters 
IOL News 20 March 2014  
 
A woman who allegedly took part in a protest in the Bekela informal settlementon Thursday 
morning is arrested. Picture: Henk Kruger 
 
Cape Town - Residents burned tyres and blocked roads in a number of areas across Cape Town on 
Thursday morning in service delivery protests.  
 
At the Bekela informal settlement, near Philippi, protesters clashed with police, taunting officers 
with bricks and bottles on the corner of Stock and Spine roads.  
 
Police responded with raids into the informal settlement, shooting stun grenades and rubber bullets 
to disperse the toyi-toying crowds as they gathered.  
 
Resident Babalwa Ndabekelana complained about the “heavy handedness” of the officers pointing 
to children who she feared would be hurt in the violence.  
 
“We are protesting for houses and decent toilets,” she said.  
 
She gave the Cape Argus a tour of the settlement, showing blocked toilets, portaloos and pools of 
water.  
 
“This is a temporary relocation area, built by the government, but many of us have been here for 
more than 10 years.  
 
“It is disgusting to live here, we are getting sick because of the conditions. Most of us have TB and 
for us there is no end in sight to living like this,” Ndabekelana said.  
 
She added local informal settlement committees were in contact with one another. The 
committees apparently co-ordinate rallies, explaining the fact that protests also erupted in Delft 
and other areas in Mitchells Plain and Philippi this morning.  
 
Western Cape police spokesman Captain FC van Wyk confirmed this morning’s protest action in a 
number of areas.  
 
“Tyres are burning at Symphony Road in Delft South, Baden Powell Road in Lansdowne and 
Weltevreden Road under the R300 bridge, as well as Sheffield Road, Lansdowne, due to service 
delivery protest.  
 
“Our members are on the scene to monitor the situation,” Van Wyk said.  
 
Richard Bosman, executive director for Safety and Security in the city, said: “It is believed that the 
protests are related to issues around service delivery; tyres were set alight, as well as portable 
toilets.  
 
“Police and metro police are on the scene to contain the situation.”  



 
Bosman also reported several road closures as a result of the protests.  
 
daneel.knoetze@inl.co.za  
Cape Argus  
www.iol.co.za 

 

 
 
Numsa protest ends 
IOL News 19 March 2014  
 
In Johannesburg, Jan Smuts Avenue was a sea of red as Numsa marchers made their way from Zoo 
Lake to the National Economic Development and Labour Council (Nedlac) offices in 
Rosebank.(@angelo2711) 
 
Thousands of National union of metalworkers of South Africa (Numsa) members have marched in 
major cities and towns to protest against the so-called youth subsidy. 
 
Memorandums were handed over in Johannesburg, Durban, Cape Town, Bloemfontein and Pretoria. 
Suspended Congress of the South African Trade Unions general-secretary Zwelinzima Vavi joined 
protesters in Durban. 
 
In Bloemfontein the union's deputy-secretary Carl Cloete said more people would lose their jobs if 
the subsidy is implemented. 
 
In Johannesburg, Jan Smuts Avenue was a sea of red on Wednesday as Numsa marchers made their 
way from Zoo Lake to the National Economic Development and Labour Council (Nedlac) offices in 
Rosebank. 
 
Traffic was at a standstill as the marchers flooded the main road. The march was relatively 
peaceful. Some of the marchers waved and blew kisses at children at a nursery school along the 
way. 
 
Marchers also stopped and asked for water at some of the businesses along the route. Many shops, 
however, closed their doors as the marchers made their way past. 
 
Some motorists sat in their vehicles, unable to make their way through the crowds. At one 
intersection some of the marchers came across an ANC poster and banged on it. They were 
reprimanded by other members. 
 
Some marchers were temporarily distracted as they spotted musician Zola coming out of one of the 
shops along the route. They took out their cellphones in a bid to snap pictures of him. He quickly 
hurried away from the crowd. 
 
Some of the men stopped to urinate outside the walls of a building. Throughout the march, the 
singing and chanting continued. The marchers were demanding employment. 
 
National Union of Metalworkers of SA (Numsa) general secretary Irvin Jim met the marchers at the 
Nedlac building and began addressing the crowd at 12.30pm. 
www.sabc.co.za 

 

 

Estudantes ocupam a reitoria da UFG 
Por oposição classista combativa autônoma 29/03/2014 às 18:23  



Manifestação do Dia Nacional de Luta dos Estudantes, em Goiânia, toma a 
reitoria da UFG para exigir respostas do reitor às reivindicações apresentadas 
pelos estudantes do campus de Jataí, interior do estado de Goiás, que ha dias 
bloqueiam a entrada daquele campus exigindo melhores condições de 
acessibilidade ao local, onde recentemente uma estudante morreu em um 
acidente.  

 

 

Students occupy the rectory of UFG   
For militant class-struggle opposition autonomous 03/29/2014 at 18:23  
 
 
Manifestation of the National Student Day of Action in Goiania, takes the rectory of 
UFG to require the dean's responses to the claims presented by the students of 
Jatahy, the state of Goiás, which ha day campus block the entrance to that campus 
demanding better conditions accessibility to the site, where a schoolgirl died recently 
in an accident. 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=biibUr40SsU 
http://www.midiaindependente.org/pt/blue/2014/03/530292.shtml 
 
 
Anhanguera is blocked in protest for housing   
Hope For Occupancy 03/26/2014 at 06:07  
 
 
Hundreds of homeless Occupation of Hope in Osasco - SP, caught Anhanguera 
highway on Wednesday 26/03, demanding that the mayor avoid an imminent 
eviction of Occupancy Hope. 
 

Anhanguera é bloqueada em protesto por moradia 
Por Ocupação Esperança 26/03/2014 às 06:07  

Centenas de sem-teto da Ocupação Esperança, em Osasco - SP, travaram a rodovia 
Anhanguera na última quarta-feira 26/03, exigindo que o prefeito evite um iminente 
despejo da Ocupação Esperança. 
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Anhanguera é bloqueada em protesto por moradia 

Centenas de sem-teto da Ocupação Esperança, em Osasco, travam a rodovia exigindo que o 
prefeito evite um iminente despejo. 

A rodovia Anhanguera, uma das mais importantes vias industriais do estado de São Paulo, 
está bloqueada desde as 6h dessa quarta-feira (26), por centenas de manifestantes que exigem 
do prefeito de Osasco, Jorge Lapas (PT), uma resposta a demanda por moradia. A polícia já 
está se direcionando ao local e há risco de conflito. 

Com pneus queimados e grandes faixas, as famílias que vivem na Ocupação Esperança já há 
sete meses, dizem estar cansadas de esperar respostas dos governantes a respeito de uma 
demanda que deveria ser um direito garantido. O trânsito na região está se estendendo e os 
manifestantes continuarão o bloqueio por tempo indeterminado. 

Risco de um novo Pinheirinho 



?Um novo Pinheirinho pode acontecer: dessa vez nas mãos do PT?, diz um dos cartazes do 
protesto. Os moradores da Ocupação Esperança estão correndo contra o tempo. A última 
decisão da juíza que analisa o pedido de reintegração de posse feito pelo proprietário do 
terreno ocupado, foi de dar um prazo de 30 dias para que os governantes proponham solução 
para o problema habitacional. O prazo vence dia 17 de abril e a postura da prefeitura tem sido 
de absoluto silêncio. Os sem teto, no entanto, prometem resistir. 

?Nós ocupamos o terreno porque não aguentamos mais a humilhação de morar de favor e 
nem de tirar comida da boca de nossos filhos para pagar aluguel?, afirmam as famílias, em 
nota pública. O terreno, localizado no bairro Três Montanhas, estava abandonado há décadas. 

O Movimento Luta Popular, que faz parte da organização da Ocupação, afirma em panfleto 
distribuído pelo centro de Osasco, que ?o povo elegeu um prefeito e, por isso, mesmo que o 
terreno seja particular, a responsabilidade pelo direito à moradia é da prefeitura?. 

http://www.midiaindependente.org/pt/blue/2014/03/530136.shtml 
 
 
Support the campaign of occupied factory Flaskô  
For http://passapalavra.info/2014/03/93345 24/03/2014 at 20:26  
 
 
Dear friends and supporters of the occupied factory Flaskô:  
 
Began last March 21, our Campaign for 10 THOUSAND SIGNATURES to be 
guaranteed PUBLIC HEARING ON SENATE on SENATE BILL 257/2012, proposed 
by us workers in our factory.  
 
The PLS 257/2012 provides for the DECLARATION OF SOCIAL INTEREST Flasko 
for purposes of expropriation.  
 
READ MORE  
 
 
We fought for over 2 years for the project to be discussed in the Senate and then 
follows up paralyzed in commissions. Now, as of January this year, the Senate 
created on your website a platform for discussions of proposals to receive grants via 
net. Those who obtain at least 10 thousand subscribers and will be held this 
possibility allows us, with the help of supporters of our struggle to ensure that 
audience. 

Apoie a campanha da fábrica ocupada Flaskô 
Por http://passapalavra.info/2014/03/93345 24/03/2014 às 20:26  

Caros amigos e apoiadores da fábrica ocupada Flaskô: 

Começou no último dia 21 de março, nossa Campanha por 10 MIL ASSINATURAS 
para que seja garantida uma AUDIÊNCIA PÚBLICA NO SENADO sobre o PROJETO 
DE LEI DO SENADO 257/2012, proposto por nós trabalhadores e trabalhadoras da 
fábrica. 



O PLS 257/2012 prevê a DECLARAÇÃO DE INTERESSE SOCIAL DA FLASKÔ 
PARA FINS DE DESAPROPRIAÇÃO. 

LEIA MAIS  

Lutamos há mais de 2 anos para que o projeto seja discutido no senado e até então segue 
paralisado numa das comissões. Agora, a partir de janeiro deste ano, o senado criou em seu 
portal uma plataforma para propostas de debates receberem apoios via net. As que obtiverem 
pelo menos 10 mil assinantes serão realizadas e esta possibilidade nos permite, com ajuda dos 
apoiadores de nossa luta, garantir esta audiência. 

Precisamos de 10 mil adesões num prazo de 3 meses que se encerra em 17 de junho. São 
necessárias mais que 100 adesões a cada dia começando de hoje. 

Cada minuto, cada hora e cada dia serão fundamentais para cumprirmos este objetivo e 
contamos com vocês, apoiadores de nossa luta, que completará 11 anos de caminhada. 

Se você conhece nossa história e já é nosso apoiador, acesse o link abaixo e apóie nossa 
proposta. 

Segue o link para aderir 

Atenção: 

Após o registro do seu apoio, você receberá automaticamente um e-mail de validação. Caso 
não o receba nas próximas horas, podem ter ocorrido duas situações: 

1) O e-mail está retido na lixeira eletrônica de sua conta; 

2) O e-mail foi considerado spam pelo seu provedor de internet. 

Neste caso, entre em contato com os canais de suporte de seu provedor. Para que seu apoio 
seja contabilizado é imprescindível que o link do e-mail seja validado. 

Se você ainda não conhece nossas propostas, veja mais informações sobre o PLS 257/2012 
em nosso site 

Se você apóia nossa luta e esta proposta, solicitamos que nos ajude a divulgar esta campanha. 

 http://www.estatizaraflasko.org.br/ 

http://prod.midiaindependente.org/pt/blue/2014/03/530096.
shtml 

 

[SP] Antifascist March - 03.22.2014 15h - Cathedral Square  
By Antifascist 03/19/2014 at 13:49  
 
 



Ulta-reactionary sectors devolta want to bring the Fascist march that gave approval 
to the coup of 64 in Brazil and we Antifascist Action of Brazil are against any form or 
support fascism! 

 

[SP] Marcha Antifascista - 22/03/2014 15h - Praça 
da Sé 
Por Antifascista 19/03/2014 às 13:49  

Setores ulta-reacionários querem trazer devolta a marcha fascista que deu aval ao golpe 
de 64 no Brasil e nós da Ação Antifascista Brasil somos contra qualquer forma ou apoio 
ao fascismo! 

[SP][fotos] Marcha Antifascista - 22/03/2014 

 
cartaz  

Setores ulta-reacionários querem trazer devolta a marcha fascista que deu aval ao golpe de 64 
no Brasil e nós da Ação Antifascista Brasil somos contra qualquer forma ou apoio ao 
fascismo! 

Por isso já que eles querem tanto a ordem, vamos trazer para a burguesia a verdadeira 
"baderna do povão" já que como disse o ilustre DITADOR Figueiredo "Prefiro o cheiro de 
cavalos ao do povo". 

Vamos guerreiros, vamos mais uma vez expulsar o fascismo! 

Link para o evento no Facebook 

Dia: 22/03/2014 

Concentração na Praça da Sé a partir das 15h 

A marcha deve seguir da Praça da Sé para a estação da Luz no antigo prédio do DOPS. 

http://www.midiaindependente.org/pt/blue/2014/03/529970.shtml 

 

Tupa occupation with open arms  
 
The occupation of the building Tupa 187, situated on the corner of Praça Marechal 
and Silvio Valerius Diodorus, occurred on October 26, 2013, and the first attempt at 
reintegration came in January 14, 2014. Already without? Movement? and its original 
directions and were able to reverse this reintegration. However, in this process some 
families left the building? for fear of reintegration? while others remained and more 
families have joined the new community of five stories.  
 
The second attempt at reintegration was scheduled for February 27 (the eve of 
Carnival). Another victory families could delay the eviction, which paradoxically 



would make new families to begin to inhabit the overpasses and city streets. As one 
lady told us: But what they [the rulers] want? On the one hand create programs to 
remove the residents of the street, but on the other hand make new families come 
homeless? ? to not have a consistent policy of solving this social problem, despite 
the abundance of abandoned buildings, like 187 Tupa, who for seven years had no 
life pulsing inside. In fact, as we said a resident, there was life yes, rats, cockroaches 
and other insects.  
 
Reverse the situation that exists today, where about 200 people fill life stories and 
veins concrete.  
 
Link to article:  

 

Ocupação Tupã de braços abertos  

A ocupação do prédio Tupã 187, situada nas esquinas da Praça Marechal Deodoro e Sílvio 
Valério, ocorreu em 26 de outubro de 2013, sendo que a primeira tentativa de reintegração 
veio em 14 de janeiro de 2014. Já sem o ?movimento? original e suas direções, as famílias 
conseguiram reverter essa reintegração. No entanto, nesse processo algumas famílias 
abandonaram o prédio ? por medo da reintegração ? enquanto outras permaneceram e mais 
famílias se somaram à nova comunidade de cinco andares. 

A segunda tentativa de reintegração foi marcada para o dia 27 de fevereiro (véspera de 
Carnaval). Mais uma vitória das famílias conseguiu protelar o despejo que, 
contraditoriamente, faria com que novas famílias passassem a habitar os viadutos e ruas da 
cidade. Como nos disse uma senhora: ?Mas o que eles [os governantes] querem? Por um 
lado criam programas para retirar os moradores da rua, mas de outro lado fazem com que 
novas famílias virem sem teto? ? ao não terem uma política consistente de resolução desse 
problema social, não obstante a abundância de prédios abandonados, como o Tupã 187, que 
por sete anos não tinha vida pulsando em seu interior. Na verdade, como nos disse um 
morador, havia vida sim, de ratos, baratas e demais insetos. 

Situação inversa a que existe hoje, em que cerca de 200 pessoas preenchem de vida e 
histórias as veias de concreto. 
 
Link do artigo: 

http://www.midiaindependente.org/ 

 

Hope makes Occupation protest this morning of 03/04  in Osasco  
By CMI-São Paulo 03/04/2014 at 12:55  
 
 
The / the residents / the Occupation of Hope make cooking pots in front of the city 
hall of Osasco claiming that the mayor Jorge Lapas (PT) meets and avoid the 
imminent eviction of the occupation. 

 



Manifestantes aguardam reunião com a Prefeitura  

O ato que chegou a bloquear as vias em torno da prefeitura de Osasco teve início por 
volta das 9 horas da manhã desta quinta-feira 03 de abril.  
 
Os/as manifestantes fizeram um panelaço, reivindicando uma reunião com o prefeito 
Jorge Lapas (PT) para evitar o despejo da ocupação.  
 
Após uma hora de bloqueio a via em frente a prefeitura foi liberada conforme negociação 
com a Guarda Civil Metropolitana e a Prefeitura.  
 
Uma comissão de manifestantes foi recebida pela Prefeitura, esta ficou de responder as 
demandas na próxima sexta-feira.  
 
Por volta das 11:30h os/as manifestantes se retiraram do local e retornaram a 
ocupação.  
 
Na quarta-feira da semana passada dia 26 de março, o mesmo grupo de sem tetos 
bloqueou a rodovia Anhanguera com pneus em chamas, ao som de gritos como ¨O povo 
na rua, prefeito a culpa é sua¨.  
 
Mais informações:  
 

 http://www.midiaindependente.org/pt/blue/2014/04/530429.shtml  
http://www.midiaindependente.org/pt/blue/2014/04/530433.shtml 

 

Youth combatant attacks Military Club in Rio  
By Marcio Barreto 04/02/2014 at 15:02  
 
 
Original text MEPR - Popular Revolutionary Student Movement  
 
Wednesday, April 2, 2014 13:38 National  
 
Em_frente_ao_Clube_Militar  
 
The Rio de Janeiro came to life one night of confrontation between youth workers 
and combatants and the bloody police Cabral / Bigfoot. In the passage of the 50 
years of the military coup, the gorillas of today showed their claws, and vehicles 
were seen including the National Security Force (sent by the federal government) 
aiding the crackdown on demonstrators. Gas pumps and moral effect and soldiers a 
la Robocop did not prevent, however, that the Military Club was attacked with red 
paint symbolizing the blood of tortured and murdered by the fascist military regime 
martyrs. The meaning is very clear: we have not forgotten nor reconcile! 

Juventude combatente ataca Clube Militar no Rio 
Por Márcio Barreto 02/04/2014 às 15:02  

Texto original MEPR - Movimento Estudantil Popular Revolucionário  



Qua, 02 de Abril de 2014 13:38 Nacional  
 
Em_frente_ao_Clube_Militar  
 
O Rio de Janeiro voltou a viver uma noite de confronto entre a juventude e os 
trabalhadores combatentes e a polícia sanguinária de Cabral/Pezão. Na passagem dos 50 
anos do golpe militar, os gorilas dos dias de hoje mostraram suas garras, e foram vistas 
inclusive viaturas da Força Nacional de Segurança (enviadas pelo governo federal) 
auxiliando a repressão dos manifestantes. As bombas de gás e efeito moral e os 
soldados à la Robocop não impediram, no entanto, que o Clube Militar fosse atacado com 
tintas vermelhas, simbolizando o sangue dos mártires torturados e assassinados pelo 
regime militar fascista. O significado é muito claro: não esquecemos nem conciliamos!  
 
 
 
Faixa_FIP  
 
Tratou-se, igualmente, de demarcação com toda a esquerda oportunista que pretendia 
celebrar a memória dos revolucionários tombados com orações e lamúrias. Esmagados 
pelos monopólios de imprensa, completamente rendidos frente à reação, querem 
apresentar os que lutaram de armas nas mãos não só contra o regime militar mas pela 
derrubada violenta dessa velha ordem burguesa-latifundiária como se fossem 
democratas burgueses, que deram suas vidas para que se instaurasse essa farsa de 
?Estado de direito? que vivemos hoje. Mentira! Particularmente inaceitável é a presença 
de PT/PCdoB na Marcha, justamente aqueles que contribuíram a manter a impunidade 
aos autores de crimes contra a Humanidade durante o regime militar e gerenciam nos 
dias de hoje o genocídio contra o povo pobre do nosso país, assim como a aprovação de 
uma série de leis de exceção que inclusive pioram os mais draconianos dispositivos do 
período de 1964-1985 (particularmente significativa é a lei antiterrorismo, em vias de 
ser aprovada no Congresso Nacional, e que já foi apelidada o ?AI-5 da FIFA?..  
 
?Ditadura nunca mais? é palavra de ordem oportunista!  
 
Estudantes_secundaristas_na_Marcha_de_repdio_ao_golpe  
 
No terreno ideológico é importante afirmarmos que não concordamos de modo algum 
com a abordagem que pelo tema tem sido feita pela esquerda reformista de ?Ditadura 
nunca mais!?. Ainda no terreno de uma análise superficial, podemos ver que essa é a 
mesma abordagem da Rede Globo, Folha de São Paulo e outros setores que sempre 
foram e seguem sendo jurados inimigos da luta popular e revolucionaria. É, igualmente, 
a mesma abordagem estatal do tema, como a exposição no Congresso Nacional ?o 
mesmo Congresso de bandidos composto em sua maior parte por representantes das 
mesmas oligarquias e grupos econômicos que se beneficiaram diretamente do regime 
militar ?a respeito da luta por ?redemocratização?. Será que podemos, num tema tão 
central da vida política do país, ter concordância com nossos inimigos diretos? Quem 
está fazendo concessão a quem, nesse caso?  
 
O sentido dessa abordagem completamente falsa é dizer que vivemos hoje uma 
?democracia? no Brasil. Como se o extermínio da população em nossas periferias 
perpetrado pelas polícias militares, o genocídio continuado de nossas populações 
indígenas e o assassinato sistemático e que já adquiriu caráter seletivo de lideranças 
camponesas não atestasse ?entre milhões de outros casos ?a persistência da ditadura 
sanguinária das classes dominantes sobre nosso povo. Não existe ditadura ou 
democracia em abstrato, quem diga um ou outro tem sempre que especificar: para 
quem (ou seja, para que classe)?  
 
Além do mais, essa consigna lança poeira aos olhos dos ativistas e da população, pois 



sempre que as classes dominantes lacaias e o imperialismo sintam seus interesses 
seriamente ameaçados, não deixarão de lançar mão de todos os recursos para defende-
los e temos visto, ultimamente, por conta da morte do cinegrafista da Band, por 
exemplo, que não é difícil, através do monopólio de imprensa, levantar um grande setor 
da opinião pública para defender as posições mais retrógradas, inclusive a da legalização 
da pena de morte, como temos visto. Portanto, não há dúvida que com o avanço 
significativo da luta popular e da revolução no Brasil, terá nosso povo que enfrentar todo 
tipo de situações, inclusive Estados de sítio e tanques nas ruas.  
 
Finalmente, é extremamente vulgar que pessoas que se reivindiquem ?socialistas? ou 
?comunistas?, portanto se apresentem como marxistas, coloquem as coisas nesses 
termos, como se a nossa missão histórica fosse a defesa da ?democracia burguesa? 
como o último estágio da Humanidade. Quando, na verdade, a ditadura do proletariado 
está no centro do pensamento e da atividade política de Marx, ou seja, a necessidade e 
inevitabilidade histórica de oprimir, quebrar a resistência de nossos inimigos para poder, 
pela revolucionarização crescente de toda a sociedade, transitar à sociedade sem 
classes, o comunismo. Somos, portanto, abertamente ?pela destruição violenta de toda 
ordem social existente. Que as classes dominantes tremam ante a ameaça de uma 
revolução comunista!?. Por isso lutaram e tombaram os revolucionários das décadas 
passadas; por isso seguem e seguirão lutando os revolucionários conseqüentes de 
nossos dias.  
 
Honra e glória aos heróis e heroínas de nosso povo!  
 
Punição aos torturadores e assassinos do regime militar!  
 
Viva a Revolução de Nova Democracia!  
http://www.midiaindependente.org/pt/blue/2014/04/530352.shtml 

 

Greve in Tucanas showcases Fatec and Etecs - tradit ional media is silent.   
By Duke Vespa 03/27/2014 at 12:40  
 
 
The teachers and staff of the Centro Paula Souza, local authority responsible for the 
technical and technological state of São Paulo courses, are on strike. However, for 
the mainstream media bought this is not news.  
Share here the interesting article originally published in 
http://independentefatecsp.wordpress.com/ blog on this issue. 

 

Greve nas vitrines tucanas Fatec e Etecs - mídia 
tradicional se cala. 
Por Duke de Vespa 27/03/2014 às 12:40  

Os professores e funcionário do Centro Paula Souza, autarquia responsável 
pelos cursos técnicos e tecnológicos do Estado de São Paulo, estão em greve. 
Porém, para a grande mídia comprada isso não é notícia.  
Compartilho aqui a interessante matéria publicada originalmente no blog 

 http://independentefatecsp.wordpress.com/ sobre essa questão.  



 
reflexoes  

Os estudantes devem apoiar a greve nas FATECs e ETECs? Reflexões de um Fatecano?  
 
Publicado: 18 de Fevereiro de 2014 por Duke de Vespa  
 
?Estamos em greve!?, anuncia o site do SINTEPS ? para quem não sabe, é o Sindicato 
dos Trabalhadores do Centro Paula Souza.  
Essa não é a primeira vez, em minha jornada fatecana, que vivencio essa situação 
polêmica. Lembro-me que em 2011, ocorreu uma greve que paralisou parcialmente as 
FATECs e ETECs, ela durou cerca de um mês. Na época, os trabalhadores reivindicavam 
reajuste salarial de 58% para os professores, 72% para os funcionários e progressão de 
carreira para todos. O governo, como era esperado, foi bem menos generoso. Concedeu 
reajuste de 11%, progressão de carreira para professores de categorias iniciais, 
evolução funcional para os servidores com bom desempenho e fim de papo.  
Atualmente, em 2014, as motivações para a greve não são muito diferentes. Além do 
reajuste salarial, o sindicato reivindica a implementação de um plano de carreira que 
possibilite aos funcionários e professores uma progressão salarial conforme o tempo de 
trabalho. Reivindicação justa!  
A troca de acusações entre patrões e empregados, e a cortina de fumaça com o intuito 
de desviar a atenção, também fazem parte do jogo. Circula na internet, um obscuro e-
mail dizendo que ?os coordenadores de curso não poderiam entrar em greve, pois 
desempenham função essencial?. O Sindicato desmente e alerta, ?Com o início da greve 
começa também uma guerra de informações, muitas delas distorcidas, com o objetivo de 
confundir e pressionar os trabalhadores?. O Centro Paula Souza, por sua vez, informa 
que ?o anteprojeto que contempla as reivindicações [do Sindicato] é considerado 
prioritário e deverá ser encaminhado à assembleia legislativa já no início de março?. É a 
velha luta política. Ainda muita água vai rolar?  
Porém a questão que eu coloco é a seguinte: Existe motivos para nós, estudantes, 
apoiarmos a greve?  
 
A resposta eu deixo para vocês decidirem. Porém, peço licença aos leitores para fazer 
algumas reflexões. Para mim, está claro que algo grave acontece nas FATECs e ETECs.  



Sei que todo mundo já está careca de saber, mas é necessário dizer pela enésima vez, 
que a expansão do Centro Paula Souza foi conduzida de forma irresponsável. Ao que 
parece, o governo está mais preocupado com as belas estatísticas a serem exibidas nas 
campanhas eleitorais, do que com o oferecimento de uma formação superior de 
qualidade.  
Diferente das outras universidades paulistas (nossas irmãs ricas?), nas FATECs e ETECs 
faltam bibliotecas, laboratórios, restaurantes universitários, salas de aula com recursos 
multimídia e espaços de convivência entre os alunos.  
Da mesma forma, há pouco incentivo ao desenvolvimento de pesquisas. E aqui é preciso 
esclarecer um ponto: quando digo pesquisa, não me refiro, por exemplo, a investigação 
acadêmica sobre o surgimento do sistema solar ou sobre comportamento de partículas 
no universo subatômico. Refiro-me a pesquisa aplicada. Ao desenvolvimento de novas 
tecnologias, produtos e serviços, voltados ao mercado mesmo. Somente no Brasil, os 
cursos superiores de tecnologia são sinônimos de ensino barato, desvinculado de 
qualquer atividade criativa.  
Também não há políticas de permanência estudantil. Não temos bolsas de ajuda de 
custo, nem alojamentos estudantis para alunos que moram longe. Em resumo, os 
problemas são antigos e a lista é enorme?  
Uma consequência nada agradável da baixa remuneração dos professores e funcionários, 
é a pérfida bonificação por resultados. O governo, se aproveitando da situação caótica 
que ele mesmo criou, oferece prêmios em dinheiro aos trabalhadores das unidades que 
mais aprovarem alunos. Pouco importa se o aluno não obteve um desempenho 
satisfatório, o que interessa são números. Não é por acaso que recentemente foi 
divulgada uma pesquisa da Universidade Católica de Brasília, que apontou que mais de 
50% dos universitários brasileiros sofrem com o analfabetismo funcional. ?A conclusão é 
que muitos universitários entram na faculdade sem ter o hábito de estudo, aprenderam 
o conteúdo de forma superficial, costumam decorar ao invés de entender?, diz a 
pesquisa.  
Portanto, motivos para revolta não faltam. Sei que muitos poderão me perguntar, ?mas 
a greve não traz transtornos, não prejudica os alunos, não acarreta em reposição de 
aulas, etc.?? Sim, tudo isso também é verdade. Em curto prazo haverá alguns 
transtornos, mas a médio e longo prazo, poderemos conquistar muitos benefícios. Vai 
depender de nossa capacidade de mobilização e articulação. Como é mesmo aquele 
ditado? ?Não é possível fazer omeletes sem quebrar os ovos?. E particularmente, acho 
que pensar somente em si mesmo, desconsiderando as precárias condições de trabalhos 
dos professores e funcionários, é egoísmo.  
Não custa lembrar aos críticos de plantão, que a greve é um instrumento legítimo e 
democrático, assegurado pela Constituição Federal de 1988. No artigo 9º ela diz que ?É 
assegurado o direito de greve, competindo aos trabalhadores decidir sobre a 
oportunidade de exercê-lo e sobre os interesses que devam por meio dele defender.?.  
Antes de concluir, mais uma informação: de acordo com o fechamento parcial do 
SINTEPS, nas assembleias realizadas nas unidades de FATECs e ETECs até o dia 15 de 
fevereiro, de 106 unidades, 68 aderiram totalmente à greve; quatro aderiam 
parcialmente; uma contou com a participação somente de funcionários; e 15 decidiram 
pela não paralisação. O restante, 18 unidades, ainda não decidiram ou não realizaram as 
assembleias.  
Concluindo, a situação atualmente é essa. Como eu disse acima, muita água ainda vai 
rolar. Porém, espero sinceramente que essa greve traga benefícios a todos. Não apenas 
aos professores, funcionários e alunos, mas também a sociedade como um todo. As 
FATECs e ETECs têm um grande potencial para contribuir com desenvolvimento do Brasil 



e de São Paulo. Precisamos que o governo nos leve a sério e nos trate com dignidade e 
respeito.  

http://www.midiaindependente.org/pt/blue/2014/03/530221.shtml 

 

Photos - Protest Occupation Hope in Anhanguera High way   
By CMI-São Paulo 26/03/2014 at 07:35  
 
 
This morning 26/03 residents / supporters and the / the occupation Hope in Osasco 
blocked a stretch of Anhanguera highway to protest the imminent repossession of 
which are threatened / as. 

 

 

Fotos - Protesto Ocupação Esperança na Rodovia 
Anhanguera 
Por CMI-São Paulo 26/03/2014 às 07:35  

Na manhã de hoje 26/03 moradores/as e apoiadores/as da ocupação 
Esperança em Osasco bloquearam um trecho da Rodovia Anhanguera em 
protesto a iminente reintegração de posse da qual são ameaçados/as.  
 

 

 

http://www.midiaindependente.org/pt/blue/2014/03/530138.shtml 



 

of the demonstration and repression in Blumenau  
By cdb 03/25/2014 at 19:01 
 
 
* Note CELL BROADCAST Bakuninist in solidarity with protesters in Blumenau - SC 
 
 
 
 
Police beat up protesters is that the same as killing claudias Amarildos and every 
day 
 
Police beat up protesters is that the same as killing claudias Amarildos and every 
day 
 
* Note CELL BROADCAST Bakuninist in solidarity with protesters in Blumenau - SC 
 
In the act of March 13 , in Blumenau , against the fare increase (which now exceeds 
the value of the capital) , what we saw was nothing more than the use of military and 
repressive logic in defense of the monopoly of the local bourgeoisie , financing 
election campaigns through acquired with the transport mafia , that every year more 
and more money usurps the population Blumenau capital. At the beginning of the act 
, it was possible to see the attempted intimidation of protesters by the police that 
equipped with bikes and dogs throughout the route tried to force the release of one 
of the tracks , but students and workers resisted bravely until they reach the ultimate 
goal ( the source terminal ) , where the PM took the place surrounded by railings and 
began treating the protesters with his usual truculence , taking in response to 
legitimate resistance against demonstrators. The result reached by the Police of 
Blumenau was the five detainees ( in smaller majority) and 11 wounded (for dog 
bites , blows from batons , broken head , hit by rubber bullet , fractured arms , etc. .. 
) and among these are elderly , minors and users bus children. Undaunted the 
Blumenau youth took to the streets again on March 19 against the fare increase and 
against police violence , this time the protesters managed to break the siege of 
repression by changing the way managing to get to the terminal without PROEB 
police protection. With much of its repressive apparatus in the wrong place the cops 
came to hold groups of up to twenty protesters in an attempt to delay direct action 
and yet the protesters occupied the terminal , blocked the exits of buses stormed the 
bus, adorned with murals terminal the anarchist newspaper BECAUSE OF PEOPLE 
and pincharam slogans against the mafia Consortium FOLLOW during acts of direct 
action the police arrested four protesters with the alleged accusation destravarem a 
glass coach which three were released the same night and only in other day. 
 

sobre a manifestação e repressão em blumenau 
Por cdb 25/03/2014 às 19:01  

*Nota da CÉLULA DE DIFUSÃO BAKUNINISTA em solidariedade aos 
manifestantes de Blumenau-SC  



 

A Polícia que espanca manifestantes é a mesma que mata Cláudias e Amarildos todo dia  
 
A Polícia que espanca manifestantes é a mesma que mata Cláudias e Amarildos todo dia  
 
*Nota da CÉLULA DE DIFUSÃO BAKUNINISTA em solidariedade aos manifestantes de 
Blumenau-SC  
 
No ato do dia 13 de março, em Blumenau, contra o aumento da tarifa (que já ultrapassa 
o valor da capital), o que se viu foi nada a mais que o emprego da lógica militar e 
repressiva em defesa do monopólio da burguesia local, que financia as campanhas 
eleitorais através do capital adquirido com a máfia dos transportes, que a cada ano 
usurpa mais e mais dinheiro da população blumenauense. No inicio do ato, já era 
possível ver a tentativa de intimidação aos manifestantes por parte da policia que 
equipada com motos e cães tentava durante todo percurso forçar a liberação de uma das 
pistas, porém estudantes e trabalhadores resistiram bravamente até chegarem ao 
objetivo final (o terminal da fonte), onde a PM aproveitou o local cercado por grades e 
começou a tratar os manifestantes com sua habitual truculência, tendo como resposta a 
legitima resistência dos manifestantes. O resultado alcançado pela Policia de Blumenau 
foi o de cinco detidos (na maioria menores) e 11 feridos (por mordidas de cão,golpes de 



cacetetes, cabeça quebrada, atingidos por bala de borracha, braços fraturados, etc..) 
sendo que dentre estes estão crianças idosos, menores e usuários do terminal 
rodoviário. Sem se intimidar a juventude blumenauense saiu à rua novamente no dia 19 
de março, contra o aumento da tarifa e contra a violência policial, dessa vez os 
manifestantes conseguiram quebrar o cerco da repressão ao mudarem o trajeto 
conseguindo chegar até o terminal da PROEB sem a tutela policial. Com boa parte de seu 
aparato repressivo no local errado os policiais passaram a deter grupos de até vinte 
manifestantes na tentativa retardar a ação direta e mesmo assim os manifestantes 
ocuparam o terminal, bloquearam as saídas de ônibus,invadiram ônibus, enfeitaram os 
murais do terminal com o jornal anarquista CAUSA DO POVO e pincharam palavras de 
ordem contra a máfia do Consórcio SIGA, durante os atos de ação direta a policia 
prendeu quatro manifestantes com a suposta acusação de destravarem um vidro do 
ônibus sendo três foram liberados na mesma noite e um somente no outro dia.  
http://www.midiaindependente.org/pt/blue/2014/03/530122.shtml 
 
 


